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Art.  L — 1.  Memoir  of  Sir  James  Dalrymphy  First  Viscount 
Stair.  A  Study  in  the  History  of  Scotland  and  Scotch  Law 
during  the  Seventeenth  Century,  By  J.  G.  Mackay,  Ad- 
vocate.    Edinburgh:  1873. 

2.  The  Stair  Annals.  By  John  Murray  Graham.  Edin- 
burgh: 1875. 

3.  William  Carstares.  A  Character  and  Career  of  the  RevO' 
lutionary  Fpoch.  By  BoBERT  Herbert  Story,  Minister 
ofKosneath.     London:  1874. 

Scotland  has  not  been  fertile  in  great  statesmen.  During 
^  what  may  be  called  the  kingly  period  of  her  history — 
from  the  accession  of  Bobert  II.  to  the  death  of  James  V. — the 
one  thing  essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  people,  and  to  the 
defence  of  the  country  against  English  invasion,  was  to  curb 
an  overgrown,  turbulent,  and  treacherous  nobility ;  a  task  to 
which  no  man  was  found  equal.  At  the  great  uprising  of  the 
Reformation  a  wider  field  was  opened ;  nobler  ends  came  into 
view.  Knox,  though  not  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word  a 
statesman,  yet  did  the  work  of  the  greatest:  he  awoke  a 
national  life ;  he  called  into  political  existence  the  middle- 
classes  of  his  countrymen.  From  various  causes  Scotland,  in 
his  time,  took  a  place  in  the  politics  of  Europe  out  of  all 
proportion  to  her  real  power.  But  her  statesmen,  with  the 
single  exception  of  Murray,  were  unworthy  of  their  oppor- 
tunities. Maitland  of  Lethington  has  a  great  but  undeserved 
reputation.  He  was  a  man,  as  Mr.  Burton  has  shown,  rather 
crafty  than  wise ;  he  seems  to  have  studied  the  subtleties  of 
Italian  politicians  beyond  the  powers  of  his  own  brain;  he 
fou^t  with  armour  which  he  had  not  proved,  and  the  result 
of  all  his  tortuous  devices  was  hopeless  failure. 
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2  Scottish  Statesmen  of  the  Revolution :  Jan. 

On  the  accession  of  James  to  the  English  throne  Scotland 
sank  into  insignificance  and  degradation.  From  this  she  was, 
for  a  brief  season,  raised,  not  by  any  efforts  of  Scotch  states- 
manship, but  by  the  wholesome  stimnlus  of  the  tyranny  of 
the  Stuarts,  wanton  with  prosperity  ;  and  strong,  as  they 
.  thought,  with  the  strength  of  England.  The  Covenant,  the 
abjuration  of  prelacy  by  the  Assembly  of  1638,  the  invasions 
of  England,  were  bold  and  vigorous  me^asures.  It  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  to  the  conduct  of  Scotland  at  this  junc- 
ture England  probably  owed  her  freedom.  But  the  end  was 
unworthy  of  such  beginnings.  The  fervour  of  popular  feel- 
ing which  had  supported  Knox  blazed  up  again  for  a  time, 
but  could  not  long  endure.  The  national  life  of  the  Reforma- 
tion period  had  died  away.  The  people  had  been  crushed  by 
civil  war,  by  poverty,  by  the  utter  misrule  which  followed  uiK>n 
the  Union  of  the  Crowns.  *  The  gentry  of  that  nation,'  writes 
one  of  Cromwell's  officers,  *  have  such  influence  over  the 
*  commonalty  that  they  can  lead  them  which  way  they  please.' 
Unhappily  no  one  was  found  who  could  lead  them  wisely. 
The  needy  nobles  and  mercenary  soldiers  who  led  the  Scottish 
army  into  England  were  animated  by  no  higher  motive  than 
a  love  of  English  quarters  and  English  money ;  the  spirit  of 
resistance  to  ecclesiastical  tyranny,  which  at  first  stimulated 
the  people,  soon  degenerated  under  evil  guidance  into  a  fierce 
intolerance,  a  determination  to  impose  Presbyterianism  upon 
all  men,  which  found  its  fitting  conclusion  in  the  acceptance 
of  Charles  II.  as  a  Covenanted  King.  During  the  Usurpation 
Scotland  was  preserved  from  native  rule ;  under  the  restored 
authority  of  her  ^native  princes,'  the  wisdom  of  Ahithophel 
could  have  availed  nothing  to  any  upright  Scottish  politician, 
except  in  so  far  as  it  might  have  counselled  the  necessity  of  a 
speedy  retreat  to  Holland. 

At  the  Revolution  dawned  a  day  bright  with  a  fairer 
promise  for  Scotland  than  for  any  portion  of  the  British 
dominions.  The  oppression  from  which  she  was  then  set  free 
had  been  greater  than  the  oppression  of  England;  she  could 
look  to  the  future  with  a  better  hope  than  the  most  sanguine 
could  entertain  for  Ireland.  Unlike  the  case  of  England,  so 
utter  had  been  the  disregard  of  law,  so  entire  the  overthrow  of 
every  cherished  institution,  that  the  whole  constitutional  fabric 
had  to  be  re-constructed.  Unlike  the  case  of  Ireland,  en- 
mities of  race  and  creed  were  not  so  deeply  rooted  as  to 
render  such  re-construction  hopelessly  beyond  the  reach  of 
wisdom  and  honest  purpose.  Again  the  leaders,  by  position, 
of  the  Scottish  people  failed  in  the  time  of  need.     If,  as  Mr. 
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Arnold  thinks,  the  virtue  of  an  aristocracy  lies  in  openness  to 
ideas,  never  was  a  body  less  worthy  of  the  name  than  the 
nobility  of  Scotland.  Happily,  influences  were  now  at  work 
which  opened  a  career  to  *  new  men.'  It  is  our  purpose,  with 
the  aid  of  the  books  which  are  at  the  head  of  this  article,  to 
give  some  account  of  the  foremost  of  these — the  two  Dal- 
rymples,  father  and  son — founders  of  a  family  which,  through 
several  generations,  produced  men  eminent  in  literature,  law, 
arms,  and  diplomacy. 

Mr.  Graham's  work,  with  the  least  pretension,  is  the  most 
valuable  of  the  three.  It  embraces  the  life  of  the  founder  of 
the  house,  of  his  son,  the  first  Earl  of  Stair,  and  of  his  grand- 
son, the  Field- marshal  and  diplomatist — the  ^  magnanimous 
*  Stair '  of  Carlyle's  Frederick.  He  has  published,  for  the 
first  time,  many  letters  of  importance  and  interest.  He  has 
done  his  own  part  with  taste  and  judgment.  His  narrative  is 
brief  but  clear ;  his  candour  and  impartiality  beyond  praise. 
Mr.  Mackay's  book  is  a  more  elaborate  effort.  It  is,  as  he 
calls  it,  *  a  study  in  the  history  of  Scotland  and  Scotch  law/ 
And,  as  such,  it  has  many  merits.  But  it  is  confused  and 
without  method.  Hence  it  leaves  no  vivid  impression  on  the 
reader's  mind — a  fatal  defect  in  a  biography.  We  shall  have 
occasion,  also,  in  the  course  of  this  article,  to  note  instances  of 
bad  taste,  of  over-confidence,  of  one-sided  judgment,  in  Mr. 
Mackay's  volume.  And  we  are,  therefore,  the  more  anxious 
now  to  recognise  his  considerable  research,  his  liberality 
of  thought,  and  the  freshness  and  vigour  which  animate  his 
pages.  Of  Mr.  Story's  labours  we  cannot  speak  so  favour- 
ably. That  the  book  is  a  dull  book  is  not  altogether  the  author's 
fault.  Assuredly  Carstairs  was  no  common  man.  Equal  in 
astuteness  and  sagacity  to  the  Master  of  Stair  himself,  he  was 
in  honesty  and  fidelity  superior  perhaps  to  all  the  politicans 
of  his  age  and  nation.  There  is  reason  to  believe,  with  some 
degree  of  certainty,  that  he  rendered  good  service  to  the  State, 
in  forwarding,  against  ignorance  and  prejudice,  the  true  interests 
of  Scotland.  But  those  services,  during  the  most  important 
part  of  his  career,  took  the  shape  of  private  counsel  to  William. 
Circumstances,  together  with  his  profession,  excluded  him  from 
public  life.  Hence  his  biography  wants  interest — a  want  not 
supplied  by  his  guarded  correspondence.  But  Mr.  Story's  book 
has  graver  faults  than  the  fault  of  dulness.  It  is  marked  by  a 
tone  of  loftiness  which  the  reader  finds  nothing  to  justify. 
There  is  little  evidence  of  research ;  interest  is  not  awakened 
by  novelty  of  material  or  originality  ^f  thought.  Historical 
insight  is  wanting ;  there  are  grievous  mistakes  iu  judgments 
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of  character — as  in  a  rhapsody  about  Claverhouse,  an!!  the 

{raises  of  that  unscrupulous  turn-coat  Sir  James  Stewart, 
t  is  difficult  not  to  be  offended  by  the  ungenerous  spirit 
which  finds  pleasure  in  the  repetition  of  the  idle  slander  that 
William  encouraged  Monmouth's  adventure  in  order  to 
rid  himself  of  a  rival ;  it  is  impossible  not  to  smile  at  the 
taste  which  can  find  in  the  position  of  Carstairs  at  William's 
death  a  parallel  to  Diocletian  at  Salona  and  Charles  V.  at 
Yuste.  Inaccuracy  is  shown  even  in  the  slipshod  way  the 
references  are  noted ;  ^  the  style,  level  enough  as  a  rule,  is 
disfigured  by  frequent  and  vain  attempts  at  effectf  Worst 
of  all,  there  are  not  a  few  traces  of  that  bitterness  towards  any 
who  chance  to  differ  from  Mr,  Story — especially  on  matters 
ecclesiastical — which  so  painfully  characterises  the  school  to 
which  he  belongs.  But  we  pass  gladly  from  the  duty  of 
criticism  to  the  more  pleasing  portion  of  our  task. 

The  greatest  of  Scottish  jurists  was  bom  in  Ayrshire  in  the 
year  1619,  of  a  family  by  no  means  so  obscure  as  his  enemies 
m  after  days  were  prone  to  allege.  He  was  educated  at  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  where  he  graduated  in  1637 ;  and  four 
years  later  was  appointed,  after  a  competitive  examination — as 
was  the  wont  then — a  Professor  or  Regent  in  Philosophy.  In 
1648  he  resigned  this  position  for  the  more  stirring  profession 
of  the  bar,  to  which  he  was  called  in  his  twenty-ninth  year. 
Almost  immediately  thereafter  he  was  appointed  Secretary  to 
the  Commissions  which  went  to  Holland  seeking  a  virtuous 
Covenanter  in  Charles  II.  He  is  known  during  these  visits  to 
have  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Salmasius,  and  he  may  be 
reasonably  supposed  to  have  profited  by  intercourse  with  the 
many  eminent  Dutch  jurists  then  living.  Sagacity,  far  in- 
ferior to  that  of  Dalrymple,  would  have  forbidden  any  more 
active  support  of  Charles'  fortunes;  the  future  President,  for 
about  ten  years,  pursued  in  safe  insignificance  his  professional 

♦  As  thus :  *  Burnet,  vol.  ill.'     *  Fountainhall,  Wodrow,'  p.  148. 
t  The  following  style  of  writing  is  the  reverse  of  impressive  :  *  The 

*  chamber  of  the  Privy  Council  echoed  with  the  howls  of  the  victims 

*  of  the  boot.  There,  one  day,  might  be  seen  Dalzell  striking  the 
^  prisoners  under  examination  over  the  mouth  with  his  sword-hilt  till 
'  the  blood  sprang ;  on  another,  Lauderdale  baring  his  brawny  arms 

*  above  the  elbow,  and  swearing  "  by  Jehovah  "  that  he  would  force 

*  the  gentlemen  of  Scotland  to  enter  into  those  bonds '  (p.  45).  Nor  is 
a  distinct  idea  of  a  political   situation   conveyed   thus:    'Jacobite 

*  stratagems,  Episcopal  pretensions,  Presbyterian  jealousies,  national 
'  prejudices,  personal  dishbnesties,  and  political  corruptions  weltered 
'  together  in  illimitable  battle  and  confusion '  (p.  275). 
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avocations.  In  1657 — not  ten  years  after  he  had  been  called 
to  the  bar — Monk  recommendea  him  to  Cromwell  for  the  office 
of  Judge,  as  being  *  a  very  honest  man  and  a  good  lawyer.' 
Stair's  acceptance  of  this  office  seems  to  Mr.  Mackay  a  thing 
requiring  excuse.  In  our  judgment  it  was  one  of  the  most 
justifiable  steps  in  his  somewhat  shifty  public  life.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  worth  while  to  defend  a  course  of  which  an  example 
was  set  by  such  men  as  Hale  in  his  own  profession,  and  Blake 
in  another.  Far  more  questionable  was  his  conduct  under 
Charles.  He  was  knighted  immediately  after  the  Restoration, 
and  included  in  the  first  Commission  of  Scottish  Judges.  But 
m  1662  a  Declaration  was  imposed  on  all  persons  in  offices  of 
trust.  This  measure  was  aimed  directly  at  Presbyterians. 
The  declarant  affirmed  solemnly  the  illegality  of  all  leagues, 
covenants,  and  gathering.?  in  the  late  troubles ;  ^  and  particu- 

*  larly,  that  those  oaths,  whereof  the  one  was  commonly  called 

*  "  The  National  Covenant"  (as  it  was  sworn  and  explained  in 

*  the  year  1638  and  thereafter),  and  the  other  entituled  **A 

*  "  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,"  were  and  are,  in  themselves 
^  unlawful  oaths,  and  were  taken  by  and  imposed  upon  the  sub- 
ejects  of  this  kingdom  against  the  fundamental  laws  and  liberties 

*  of  the  same.'  Stair  hesitated.  His  family  was  Pi-esbyterian. 
He  himself  had  all  his  life  been  a  Presbyterian.     '  In  the  lat« 

*  troubles'  he  had  for  two  years  borne   arms  *for  Christ's 

*  Crown  and  Covenant.'  He  had,  at  one  time,  resolved  to 
resign ;  but  a  slight  concession  from  those  in  power  sufficed  to 
overcome  his  scruples.  Lauderdale,  who  seems  to  have  had 
as  much  liking  for  Stair  as  it  was  in  his  nature  to  have  for 
any  man,  and  who  doubtless  ajipreciated  the  value  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  Stair's  character  and  abilities,  stood  his  friend. 
He  was  summoned  to  London,  and  admitted  to  an  interview 
with  Charles,  who  possibly  may  have  remembered  with  favour 
the  secretary  of  Breda  and  the  Hague.  The  result  was  a  per- 
mission to  accompany  his  signature  of  the  Declaration  with  the 
verbal  statement,  that  ^he   was  content  to  declare  against 

*  whatever  was  opposite  to  his  Majesty's  just  right  and  pre- 

*  rogative.'  These  words  are  no  real  qualification  of  the  terms 
of  the  Declaration,  and  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  any 
mind  can  have  regarded  the  utterance  of  them  as  other  than  a 
farce.*   To  such  paltering  with  conscience  we  prefer  the  frank 

*  Very  different  from  the  qualification  with  which  Burley  took  the 
test  of  drinking  the  health  of  the  Primate  of  St.  Andrews  in  Niel 
Blane's  Change  House — '  May  each  prelate  ia  Scotland  soon  be  as  the 

*  Right  Reverend  James  Sharpe.'     Well  might  Bothwell  say,  '  I  don't 

*  know  what  the  devil  the  crop-eared  Whig  means.' 


6  Scottish  Statesmen  of  the  Revolution  :  Jan. 

readiness  of  Lauderdale  to  ^  sign  a  cartfull  of  such  oaths  before 
^  he  would  lose  his  place.' 

Stair  was  created  President  of  the  Court  of  Session,  and 
made  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  in  1671.  He  held  these 
offices  for  ten  years — years  during  which,  in  the  calm  judg- 
ment of  Hallam,  the  wickedness  of  the  administration  can  find 
no  parallel  in  modem  history.  For  this  jVIr.  Mackay  proposes 
no  defence ;  Mr.  Grraham  adopts  the  defence  stated  by  Stair 
himself  in  his  ^  Apology/  which  is  simply  that  he  did  not 
approve  of  '  severity  against  those  who  sufiered  for  serving 

*  God  in  the  way  they  were  persuaded ; '  that  he  *  did  what  he 
^  durst  to  save  them.'  The  defence  is  not  very  successfiil — 
especially  when  we  consider  the  small  result  of  his  exertions* 
The  distinction  between  commissions  granted  for  the  perform- 
ance of  necessary  public  duties  and  those  which  ^  relate  to 
^  councils  for  establishing  usurped  power  or  burdening  the 
^  people/  by  which  Stair  justified  his  holding  office  under  Crom-? 
welly  cannot  avail  him  in  this  matter.  Lauderdale  was  then 
i^arrying  out  his  scheme  of  subverting  the  Constitution  and  go^ 
veming  Scotland  by  the  Privy  Council,  without  a  Parliament ; 
«nd  everyone  who  sat  with  him  in  the  Privy  Council  must 
be  held  responsible  for  the  guilt  of  that  scheme.  No  one  would 
impute  to  Stair  the  malignity  of  the  apostate  Sharpe,  or  the 
pleasure  in  human  suffering  which  showed  itself  in  the  dark 
nature  of  James ;  but  a  dislike  to  witness  the  infliction  of  tor* 
ture  was  a  merit  which  he  shared  with  the  majority  of  his  col- 
leagues, and  his  preference  for  moderate  counsds  was  only 
evinced  by  absence  or  silence.  By  the  practice  of  such  pru- 
dential arts  no  man  can  obtain  exoneration  from  whatever 
blame  may  attach  to  the  government  of  which,  from  motives 
of  ambition  or  interest,  he  consents  to  be  a  member. 

But  the  time  had  now  come  when  caution  and  moderation 
could  no  longer  avail.  The  Duke  of  York  came  to  Scotland 
as  Commissioner  in  1679,  animated,  even  then,  by  that  deter- 
mination to  raise  up  Popery  which  in  the  end  cost  him  his 
crown.  It  was  soon  apparent  that  any  such  design  would  be 
opposed  by  all  but  the  most  subservient  of  Scottish  statesmen. 
Stair,  at  his  firSt  interview  with  the  Duke,  gave  offence  by 
welcoming  him  to  an  ^  entirely  Protestant  country.'  He  filled 
up  the  measure  of  his  iniquity  by  carrying  in  Parliament  an 
addition  to  the  Test  Act  of  1681,  defining  the  Protestant 
religion  as  ^  the  religion  contained  in  the  Confession  of  Faith 

*  recorded  in  the  first  Parliament  of  James  VI.*  He  teUs  us 
that  his  object  was  '  to  provide   the  safest  hedge  against 

*  Popery ; '  and  this  object  was  perfectly  apprehended  by 
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Jtmes.     Accordingly,  Stair  on  going  to  London,  either  to 

obtain  permission  to  take  the  test  with  a  qualification,  as  he 

had  done  the  Declaration  of  1662 ;  or,  as  some   have  said, 

with  the  view  of  securing  for  his  more  complaisant  son  the 

place  which  he  foresaw  he  himself  would  have  to  resign,  was, 

at  the  instance  of  the  Duke  of  York,  refused  an  audience  of  the 

King ;  and  a  new  Commission  was  issued  in  which  his  name  did 

not  appear.   Stair  assures  us  he  would  not  have  signed  the  test. 

Why  a  man  who  had  signed  the  Declaration  of  1662,  and  had 

been  for  ten  years  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council,  should  have 

stickled  at  this  test  we  are  wholly  unable  to  understand.     But 

it  is  unsafe  to  pronounce  judgment  on  matters  of  conscience — 

especially  when  the  consciences  are  those  of  Scottish  states* 

men  of  the  seventeenth   century.     The  main  fact  is,   that 

Government  never  offered  him  the  chance  of  signing.    To  have 

done  so  would  have  been  a  farce.     His  ruin  was  determined 

on.     Moderation,  not  unlike  his  own,  had  brought  destruction 

on  Argyle.     The  President's  declared  hostility  to  Popery  was 

worse  than  moderation.     His  dismissal  came  from  the  same 

cause  which,  a  few  years  later,  raised  Perth  and  Melfort  over 

Queensberry:  and  which  in  England  led  to  the  downfall  of  the 

Hydea — the  resolve  of  James  to  have  in  his  service  no  minister 

who  would  not  do  his  bidding  even  in  the  matter  of  religious 

profession. 

Stair  retired  to  the  country,  but  was  not  allowed  to  enjoy  his 
retirement.  The  eye  of  the  tyrant  was  upon  him.  In  1662 
Claverhouse  was  sent  to  urge  on  the  persecution  in  Wigton 
and  Galloway.  Of  course,  he  found  cause  of  olFence  in  every- 
thing done  by  the  fallen  President.  It  is  half  melancholy,  half 
liidicrou6>  to  read  Stair's  appeals  to  Queensberry,  imploring 
favour,  protesting  loyalty,  and  remonstrating  against  being 
'  disquieted '  because  his  wife  won't  attend  the  parish  church, 
which,  he  plaintively  adds,  ^  I  cannot  help ' — an  inability  easy 
of  credence  if  the  lady  had  any  likeness  to  the  mother  of  the 
Bride  of  Lammermoor.*  At  last,  acting  on  a  friendly  hint 
from  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  he  fled  to  Holland. 
At  Leyden — fit  refuge  for  an  exiled  scholar — Stair  found  a 

*  Mr.  Mackay*8  biographical  enthusiasm  prompts  him  to  stand  up 
for  Ladj  Stair.  But  be  might  have  remembered  that  she  is  thus 
described  by  one  of  her  descendants :  '  In  Lady  Ashton  the  character 
'  of  our  great-great-grandmother  seems  in  many  respects  more  faith- 
'  folly  delineated,  or  at  least,  less  misrepresented.  She  was  an  ambi- 
*  tious  and  interested  woman,  of  a  mascuHne  character  and  imder- 
'  standing.*  Letter  from  Mr.  Dalrymple  Elphinstone  in  the  Litroduc- 
tioD  to  the  '  Bride  of  Lammermoor.* 
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society^  composed  of  the  most  eminent  and  learned  men  in 
Europe,  reaoy  to  soothe  his  six  years  of  banishment.  Of  his 
life  there  litde  is  known.  He  gave  himself  to  literary  pur- 
suits ;  he  supported,  in  a  languid  way,  the  enterprise  of  Argyle ; 
while  resting  his  hopes,  we  can  readily  believe,  on  a  very  dif- 
ferent deliverer.  He,  least  of  all  men,  was  likely  to  have  been 
led  away  by  the  proverbial  credulity  of  exiles.  He  was  recom- 
mended by  Fagel  to  the  notice  of  William,  who  soon  saw  and 
valued  his  cool  sagacity.  He  entered  eagerly  into  William's 
great  design,  professing  himself  willing  to  venture  his  head, 
his  0¥m  and  his  children's  foi*tunes,  in  such  an  undertaking — a 
declaration  the  magnanimity  of  which  is  somewhat  impaired 
by  the  fact  that  the  family  estates  were  perfectly  safe  in  any 
event,  being  at  that  very  time  enjoyed  by  his  eldest  son,  serv- 
ing James  as  Lord  Advocate  and  Lord  Justice  Clerk.  But 
William  could  not  afford  to  look  closely  into  such  matters.  He 
knew  Stair  was  able;  he  had  reason  to  believe  him  willing  to 
serve  the  good  cause.  He,  therefore,  honoured  him  with  much 
confidence,  and  took  him  over  to  England  in  the  *  Brill.' 

Here  Stair's  work  as  a  statesman  begins.     He  is  said,  in- 
deed, to  have  shared  the  counsels  of  Monk  before  the  march  into 
England  which  restored  the  monarchy.     But,  with  this  excep- 
tion, he  had  hitherto  lived  the  life  of  a  mere  lawyer,  avoiding, 
even  to  the  disregard  of  duty,  any  part  in  state  affairs.    To  sucn 
a  course  he  had  oeen  led  partly  by  timidity,  partly  because  he 
disliked  the  governments  he  continued  to  serve.     Both  causes 
were  now  removed.     His  political  views  were  in  accord  with 
the    new    order  of   things ;  there  was   no   longer  room  for 
timidity:  the  only  hope  of  safety  to  him  or  his  lay  in  the 
stability  of  William's  throne.     Even  now,  however,  the  part 
which  he  took  was  not  a  public  one.     He  lived  in  a  beautiful 
villa  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  belonging  to  the  widow  of 
his  old  patron  Lauderdale,  and  guided  the  deliberations  of 
William  on  Scotch  affairs  by  his  experience  and  sagacity.    He 
was,  in  the  crisis  of  the  Revolution,  the  confidential  adviser 
Carstairs  afterwards  became.    And,  in  truth,  the  sagacity  which 
directed  William  in  these  things  must  have  been  sagacity  of 
no  common  order-     If,  as  there  is  every  reason  to  believe. 
Stair  suggested  the  mode  in  which  the  Convention  which  was 
to  meet  at  Edinburgh  should  be  sununoned — in  righteous  dis- 
regard of  existing  laws ;  if,  by  his  advice,  nobles  who  had  been 
deprived  of  their  honours  by  the  tyranny  of  the  Stuarts  were 
invited  to  resume  their  seats  in  Parliament ;  if,  by  his  advice, 
the  franchise  was  so  extended  that  none  but  Papists  were 
excluded  from  the  vote ;  if  he  had  any  share  in  William's  letter 
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to  the  Convention  when  it  did  assemble,  and  in  the  private 
instructions  sent  to  the  friends  of  the  Government,  in  which 
we  see  not  only  a  statesmanlike  view  of  the  position,  but  an 
intimate  and  accurate  knowledge  of  Scotch  parties  and  of 
the  Scotch  character ;  then  few  advisers  have  ever  given  wiser 
counsel  to  a  prince.  Ecclesiastical  matters  presented,  perhaps, 
the  most  serious  and  the  most  lasting  difficultv.  WiUiam  was 
nndoubtedly  desirous  that  the  Scotch  should  be  induced  to 
accept  a  moderate  form  of  Episcopacy.  The  establishment  of 
Presbytery  in  Scotland  made  every  Scotch  Episcopalian  a 
Jacobite,  and  was,  moreover,  in  the  highest  degree  distasteful 
to  English  churchmen,  high  and  low  alike.  Nor  is  it  uncharit- 
able to  suppose  that  a  prince  as  greedy  of  power  as  any  who 
have  ever  governed  England  may  have  had  some  preference 
for  a  form  of  Church  government  which,  to  say  the  least,  has 
always  been  associated  with  the  ascendancy  of  the  Crown. 
Stair,  knowing  Scotland,  knew  the  maintenance  of  Episcopacy 
to  be  inopracticable.  Aided  probably  by  Carstairs,  he  had 
little  difficulty  in  bringing  William  to  this  opinion.  But  a 
further  and  most  important  object  was  that  William  should  be 
saved  from  the  unpopularity  sure  to  be  incurred  by  him  in 
England  were  he  to  countenance  the  overthrow  of  Episcopacy 
in  the  North.  The  matter  must  be  decided  before  he  could 
bive  any  say  in  it,  or  any  title  to  interfere.  Stair  effected 
this  by  prevailing  upon  the  managers  of  the  Convention  to 
insert  a  clause  in  the  Claim  of  Right  declaring  Episcopacy  an 
insupportable  institution,  odious  to  the  nation,  which  must  be 
abolished.  William,  therefore,  if  he  accepted  the  Crown  of 
Scotland  at  all,  had  no  choice  but  to  accept  it  on  a  contract  of 
which  this  was  the  first  condition. 

It  seems  to  have  been  undetermined  whether  Stair  should 
be  restored  to  his  place  as  President,  then  held  by  Sir  George 
Lockhart.  In  his  ^  Apology '  he  says  he  would  not  have  taken 
the  place  while  Sir  George  lived ;  adding,  frankly  enough,  *  nor 
^  had  I  any  doubt  but  that  the  King  would  have  provided  me 

*  as  well  as  by  it.'  The  murder  of  Lockhart  in  March  IGSO- 
removed  all  difficulty ;  and  Stair  thus  writes,  with  a  certain 
half-sincerity,  as  to  his  owa  feelings  at  the  time :  ^  That  shame- 
'  All  murder  of  Sir  George  Lockhart  touched  the  King  much, 
'  and  made  him  say  to  me  he  saw  it  was  necessary  that  I  should 
<  resume  my  place  again,  which  I  was  willing,  though  it  wa» 

*  my  right,  he  should  continue  to  enjoy,  being  younger  and 
'  abler  to  endure  the  toil  than  I.' 

Accordingly  he  was  re-appointed  President  of  the  Court  of 
Session,  and  held  that  office  till  his  death  in  1695.     These 
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years  were  certainly  the  most  useful,  and  probably  the  happiest, 
of  his  life.  He  enjoyed  the  position  which  he  preferred  to  any 
other ;  he  could,  without  scruple,  take  what  part  became  him 
in  public  affairs.  And  the  part  from  which  he  as  a  judge  was 
debarred,  he  saw  taken,  with  rare  ability  and  energy,  by  his 
son.  The  attacks  of  numerous  and  bitter  enemies  had  no 
effect  on  his  fortunes,  and  were  not,  therefore,  likely  to  disturb 
his  cold  and  equable  temper.  Yet  these  attacks,  both  on  the 
President  and  his  son,  were  unexampled  in  persistency  and 
malignancy.  Politicians  of  every  rank  and  every  party  were 
never  weary  of  denouncing  the  Dalrymples  as  the  cause  of 
everything  that  was  amiss  in  Scotland.  Acts  of  Parliament 
were  passed  for  the  express  purpose  of  driving  them  from  office. 
But  all  was  of  no  avail.  Williun  refused  his  assent  to  the  Acts, 
and  showed  the  value  he  put  upon  the  denunciations  by  raising 
the  President  to  the  peerage.  One  pamphlet,  however,  probably 
the  joint  work  of  the  plotter  Ferguson  and  the  traitor  Mont* 
gomery,  could  not,  it  was  thought,  even  in  the  interest  of  Gro- 
vernment,  be  left  unnoticed.  Accordingly  Stair  published  a 
short  reply, entitled*  An  Apology  for  Sir  James  Dairy mple,Pre- 
'  sident  of  the  Session,  by  himself.'  The  document  may  be  read 
with  interest,  but  does  not  materially  affect  our  estimate  of  Stair. 
Some  charges,  mainly  connected  with  legal  matters,  to  which 
weight  was  no  doubt  attached  at  the  time,  but  which  are  now 
utterly  unimportant,  he  successfully  refutes.  To  the  graver 
charges  of  having  supported  the  tyranny  of  Lauderdale,  and 
of  having  been  in  public  life  *  a  Proteus  and  a  changeling,'  no 
defence  was  possible ;  and  the  endeavour  to  maintain  one  dis* 
covers  more  ingenuity  than  candour  or  truthfulness. 

The  career  of  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  the  President's  eldest 
son,  shorter  than  that  of  his  father,  is  marked  by  bolder 
features,  and  presents  a  more  varied  interest  Bom  in  1648, 
be  was  called  to  the  Scotch  bar  soon  after  his  father  became 
Lord  President  in  1670.  The  first  ten  years  after  his  call 
afforded  little  to  vary  the  monotony  of  professional  life ;  but 
in  1682  there  came  a  change.  In  the  autumn  of  that  year 
the  father  fled  to  Holland ;  ere  the  close  of  it  the  son  was 
denounced  by  Claverhouse  before  the  Privy  Council.  He  was 
accused  of  ' leasing-making,  sedition,  perjury;'  of  having 
laughed  at  a  Proclamation ;  and  of  having  offered  Claverhouse  a 
bribe  of  150/.  ^  to  connive  at  the  irregularities  of  his  mother  the 
*  Lady  Stair.'*  Dalrymple  retorted  with  charges  against  Cla- 
verhouse of  oppression  in  Galloway,  and  of  interference  with 

■r  ■         ■  ■    ■         ■  ■    ■        —  ■  ■ 

*  Irregularities,  of  course,  in  matters  eccleeiastioaL 
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the  rights  of  heritable  jurisdiction  belonging  to  the  Stair 
&inily«  Fountainhall  tells  us  there  was  ^  much  transport^ 
aflame,  and  humour  in  tiiis  cause ;  and  the  doud  on  the  late 
^  President's  fiunily  was  taken  advantage  of  now,  which  shows 

*  the  world's  instability.'  *  The  issue,  of  coiurse,  was  never 
doubtful.  Sir  John  (he  had  been  knighted  early  in  life)  was 
committed  to  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh  '  during  pleasure '  and 
fined  500/.  He  was  soon  afterwards  liberated  on  payment  of 
the  fine,  and  acknowledgment  of  his  errors. 

But  the  Council  was  bent  on  his  ruin.  Perhaps  they  dis^ 
cemed  that  the  astute  Dalrymples  had  devised,  and  were  fol- 
lowing out,  a  dexterous  policy  for  preserving  family  estates  in 
troublous  times.  The  father  took  one  side  of  politics,  the  eldest 
son  the  other ;  so  that,  in  any  event,  forfeiture  was  avoided. 
This  policy,  less  in  the  spirit  of  chivalry  than  in  the  spirit  of 
old  Milnwood's  dying  injunction  to  *  keep  the  gear  together,' 
was,  not  to  mention  politicians  of  lesser  rank,  subsequently 
adopted  by  the  noble  houses  of  Hamilton,  Queensberry,  and 
Athole.  But  the  Dalrymples  are  entitled  to  the  credit  of 
having  invented  it.  So  far  back  as  Lord  Stair's  journey  to 
London  in  1681  he  is  said  to  have  laid  schemes  for  the  suc- 
cession of  his  son  to  the  dignities  which  he  saw  he  himself 
would  be  compelled  to  lay  down — which  of  course  implied  the 
son's  readiness  to  desert  the  politics  of  his  father.  Fountain- 
hall  distiifctly  says  that  this  feeling  was  at  the  bottom  of  the 
proceedings  now  taken  against  Sir  John :  *  The  High  Treasurer 
'  was  incensed  that  Sir  John  would  give  them  no  discoveries 
^  against   the   Earl   of  Aberdeen ;  and  that,  by  his  father's 

*  retreat,  he  had  secured  the  estate  from  their  gnpe.'  f  In 
September  1664  he  was  seized  in  his  own  house  at  midnight, 

*  without  any  shadow  of  ground,'  says  Forbes,  and  brought 
before  the  Council  sitting  at  Holyrood.  No  charge  appears 
to  have  been  preferred  against  him ;  but  notwithstanding, 
^  they  caused  bring  him  between  a  great  guard  of  soldiers  m 
'  open  daylight,  from  the  Abbey,  on  foot  to  the  prison,  like  a 

*  malefactor.'  %  They  kept  him  there  three  months ;  then 
liberated  him  on  bail  for  500/.,  confining  him,  however,  to 
Edinburgh,  and  eventutdly  to  a  circuit  of  ten  miles  roimd  the 
city. 

For  three  years  this  *  cloud '  hung  over  the  House  of  Stair. 
But  a  change  was  at  hand.  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  who  had 
stuck  at  no^ng  else,  could  not  brook  the  relaxation  of  the 

•*  II  ■■  ■  II.  I.I.  !]■■ 

♦  *  DecisionajM.  p.  201. 

f  Fountainhall, '  Dedsions^'  i.  p.  303.        %  Ibid. 
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penal  laws  against  the  Catholics.  In  February  1687  Sir 
J(^  Dalrymple  succeeded  him  as  Lord  Advocate,  receiving 
1^007.  from  the  king — 500/.  bein^  the  fine  enacted  from  him 
some  years  before,  and  7002.  for  tne  charges  of  the  journey  to 
London  which  had  resulted  in  these  happy  arrangements — and 
a  free  pardon  for  all  past  offences  of  his  father,  mother,  and 
his  whole  fisunily,  including,  oddly  enough,  *  a  pardon  to  his 
^  little  son,  who  had  accidentally  shot  his  brother.'  *  Wodrow 
leaves  ^  the  springs  of  this  change  to  the  civil  historian  of  the 
'  period ;'  and  the  civil  historian  of  the  period  has  not  made 
much  of  the  bequest.  The  following  explanation,  offered  by 
one  of  the  Master's  kinsmen,  is  curious : — 

*  *  To  these  (Perth  and  Melfort)  was  joined  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  son 
of  Lord  Stair.  Tfiis  last  minister  had  seen  his  father  rained  by  the 
king  when  Duke  of  York ;  and  had  himself^  on  account  of  his  lenity  to 
Nonconformists,  been  confined  for  many  months  in  a  common  jail  by 
the  same  prince.  Yet  he  was  now  appointed  Lord  Advocate  and 
Lord  Justice  Clerk,  offices  at  that  time  of  great  political  power,  amd  a 
Privy  Councillor.  These  preferences  were  bestowed  upon  him  by  the 
advice  of  Sunderland,  who  suggested  that  by  his  means  an  union 
between  the  Presbyterian  and  Popish  parties  in  Scotland  might  be 
effectuated*  Capricious  favours,  after  capricious  punishments,  are 
insults.  Sir  John  Dalrymple  came  into  the  king's  service  resolved  to 
take  vengeance  if  ever  it  should  offer.  Impenetrable  in  his  designs, 
but  open,  prompt,  and  daring  in  execution,  he  acted  in  perfect  con- 
fidence with  Sunderland,  to  r/hom  he  was  inferior  in  nothing  and 
superior  in  eloquence.*  f 

In  alluding  to  this  matter,  Mr.  Story  states,  as  a  thing 
beyond  doubt,  that  the  Master's  purpose  in  taking  office  •  em- 

*  braced  revenge  for  the  past  injuries  inflicted  on  himself  and 

*  his  family,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  despotism  under  which 

*  his  country  was  ground  down.'  We  cannot  feel  constrained 
to  adopt  such  a  view.  That  Sir  John  Dalrymple  may  have 
been  offered  office  at  the  instance  of  Sunderland  is  very  likely. 
His  temperament  was  not  that  of  a  persecutor ;  and  for  differ- 
ences in  religious  persuasions  he  probably  cared  as  little  as 
Simderland  himself.  To  carry  out  the  Government  policy  in 
relaxing  the  penal  laws  was  in  no  way  disagreeable  to  him ; 
and  Sunderland  must  have  known  that  in  the  accomplished 

■ _  . ^^^^m       ^m    »^i_ 

•  Fountainhall,  *  Decisions,'  i.  447. 

t  *  Dalrymple  Memoirs,'  pt  i.  bk.  4,  p.  72.  la  a  note  by  the 
editor  of  the  Oxford  edition  of  'Burnet'  (vol.  iv.  p.  42),  it  is  stated 
that  Sir  John  used  subsequently  to  boast  that  he  had  advised  James  to 
repeal  the  Test  Act  in  order  to  ruin  him.  No  authority  is  given  for 
the  statement — in  itself  highly  improbable. 
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Scotsman  he  had  a  supporter  on  whom  he  could  rely.  Sir 
John  could,  with  more  propriety  than  most  statesmen  of  the 
time,  profess  the  motive  averred  by  President  Lockhart  for  the 
same  line  of  conduct — ^that  he  had  all  his  days  fought  against 
intolerance,  and  would  not  now  resist  a  policy  of  tolerance 
because  of  dark  designs  suspected  to  be  concealed  under  the 
offer  of  such  a  blessing.  Nothing,  therefore,  forces  on  us  the 
belief  that  he  took  office  with  the  treacherous  purpose  im- 
puted to  him.  Evidence  in  support  of  the  charge  there  is 
none.  All  the  probabilities  are  against  its  truth.  The  mild- 
ness with  which  he  discharged  tibe  duties  of  his  office  may  in 
fairness  be  ascribed  to  good-nature  rather  than  to  slackness ; 
and  was  indeed  the  wisest  policy  that  could  have  been  pursued 
in  the  interests  of  James.  He  had  no  part  in  the  counsels  of 
Ae  Whigs  who  invited  William  over ;  and  we  may  believe 
with  certainty  that  the  *  perfect  confidence '  between  him  and 
Sunderland  did  not  include  a  knowledge  of  the  Treasurer's 
intrigues,  through  his  wife's  gallant,  with  the  Hague. 

Strangely  enough,  the  author  of  the  Dalrymple  Memoirs 
seems  quite  unconscious  of  the  infamy  which  his  theory,  if 
accepted,  would  attach  to  the  memory  of  his  kinsman.  A 
statesman  who,  seeing  a  prince  whom  he  has  long  served  bent 
on  courses  fraught  with  ruin  to  himself  and  his  adherents, 
blind  to  the  plainest  consequences,  deaf  to  all  advice,  stoops 
to  treason  in  order  to  secure  his  own  fortune  or  his  neck,  is 
bad  enough.  But  to  the  baseness  of  seeking  office  with  the 
set  purpose  of  playing  the  traitor's  part,  and  making  destruc- 
tion sure,  and  that  from  no  deeper  motive  than  a  desire  of 
revenge  for  a  three  months'  imprisonment,  few,  even  of  the 
English  or  Scottish  politicians  of  that  time,  would  have  been 
equaL  Unscrupulous  as  Dalrymple  was,  nothing  in  his  cha- 
racter justifies  us,  without  the  clearest  evidence,  in  holding 
him  capable  of  such  pre-eminence  in  treachery,  surpassing  even 
the  treachery  of  Sunderland. 

In  truth,  Dalrymple's  reasons  are  not  hard  to  find.  They 
were  not  lofty,  though  they  fell  far  short  of  the  iniquity 
ascribed  to  him.  The  Government  desired  the  services  of  the 
ablest  man  in  Scotland.  To  gain  this  end  they  were  prepared 
to  take  any  means,  fair  or  foul.  Both  were  at  their  disposal. 
Dalrymple  had,  indeed,  committed  no  legal  offence  ;  but  he  had 
done  worse — he  had  endeavoured  to  uphold  the  law  against  a 

nee  determined  to  govern  in  defiance  of  all  law.  For  this 
-lad  suffered  already :  he  might  expect  suffering  yet  more 
severe.  He  was  in  the  gripe  of  Perth  and  Melfort ;  and  in 
them  was  no  mercy.     On  the  other  hand,  honours,  wealth,  a 
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?ardon  for  all  the  offences  of  his  House,  were  within  his  reach, 
lis  case  was  not  singular.  Government  were  at  this  very 
time  in  quest  of  a  lawyer  equal  to  the  duties  of  Solicitor- 
Oeneral  for  England.  Sir  William  Williams  was  constrained 
to  accept  that  office  by  the  same  combination  of  influences 
which  triumphed  over  the  integrity  of  Dabymple. 

The  Revolution  came ;  and  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  although 
he  had  not  stooped  to  be  a  traitor,  had  little  hesitation  in  being 
a  turn-coat.  He  displayed  all  the  energy  of  the  class.  He 
prepared  and  carried  the  resolution  which  declared  that  James 
had  *  forfeited '  his  throne ;  he  was  one  of  the  three  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Estates  to  offer  the  crown  to  William 
and  Mary ;  and  he  was  immediately  thereafter  restored  to  his 
former  post  of  Lord  Advocate.  It  is  not,  therefore,  matter 
for  surprise  that,  in  1690,  he  had  the  honour  of  being  one  of 
the  six  Scotchmen  exempted  from  the  Act  of  Indemnity  then 
proposed  to  be  granted  by  James.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  as 
little  matter  for  surprise  that  his  appointment  was  received  by 
the  Presbyterian  leaders  with  even  greater  indignation  than 
the  appointment  of  his  father  to  the  office  of  President  some 
months  later.  They  resented  it  not  less  bitterly  than  the 
English  Whigs  resented  the  accession  to  office  of  Halifax  and 
Danby,  and,  at  a  later  date,  of  Sunderland,  and  much  for 
the  same  reasons.  Sir  Patrick  Hume  wrote  to  Melville  stating 
that  *  there  was  great  disgust  against  Sir  John  Dalrymple  be- 
*  cause  he  is  brought  in  office.'  The  disgust  was  very  natural. 
Men  who  had  been  outlawed  and  proscribed ;  who  had  groaned 
under  the  boot  and  thumbscrew ;  who  had  been  driven  to  hide 
in  caves  and  vaults,  and  been  half-starved  in  the  garrets  of 
Amsterdam  or  Leyden,  could  hardly,  with  equanimity,  see  the 
prosperity  and  advancement  of  men  who  had  suffered  nothing 
for  the  good  cause,  nay,  who  had  held  office  during  the  *  killing 
^  days,'  and  had  themselves  taken  part  in  those  persecutions 
which  cried  aloud  for  vengeance.  There  can,  however,  be  no 
doubt  that  William  acted  wisely.  He  took  as  ministers  those 
who  could  serve  him  best — careless  whether  they  had  been 
Malignants  in  Scotland  or  Tories  in  England.  His  single 
aim  was  how  the  Government  might  be  steered  most  skilfully 
through  the  difficulties  which  surrounded  it ;  and,  certainly, 
no  man  in  Scotland  was  so  fit  to  take  the  helm  as  Sir  John 
Dalrymple. 

He  held  office  as  Lord  Advocate  for  about  a  year  and  a 
half.  He  had  to  encounter  no  feeble  opposition.  The  enmity 
of  the  Jacobites  was  a  thing  of  course ;  the  sullen  discontent 
of  extreme  Covenanters  might  have  been  expected.     But  there 
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was  added  the  malignancy  of  disappointed  place-seekers ;  and 
the  persistent  hostility  of  a  smaU  but  influential  body  who 
dignified  their  narrowness  and  national  prejudices  with  the 
same  of  patriotism.  Balcarras  made  common  cause  with  Mont* 
gomery;  Fletcher  of  Saltoun  d^raded  himself  to  the  level 
rf  that  perverse  prater  Sir  Patrick  Hume.  On  the  greater 
nobles  the  Grovemment  could  not  rely.  Alone  of  his  name 
Argyle  stooped  to  treason ;  Hamilton  was  a  greedy  time- 
server;  Athole  a  cowardly  knave.  Nor  was  the  Secretary, 
Melville,  a  man  who  could  give  much  aid.  But  supported 
by  the  King,  and  counselled  no  doubt  by  his  father.  Sir  John 
Dalrymple  was  more  than  a  match  for  all  opponents.  During 
one  stormy  session  the  many-headed  Opposition  was  triumphant. 
Firmness,  judicious  concessions,  and  a  little  judicious  expendi- 
ture gave  the  Grovemment  a  majority  in  the  next.  The  un- 
natural alliance  between  Presbyterians  and  Jacobites  was 
dissolved ;  *  the  Club  '  was  broken  up ;  the  ecclesiastical  polity 
of  the  realm  was  settled,  on  the  basis  of  1592,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  command  the  acquiescence,  if  not  the  approval,  of 
reasonable  men.  Balcarras  expressly  attributes  the  victory  of 
the  Government  to  ^  the  great  abilities  of  Sir  John  Dalrymple.' 
According  to  the  same  authority,  these  abilities  displayed  them- 
selves in  vehemence,  not  less  than  in  dexterity  of  management. 
The  oratorical  treat  enjoyed  in  the  Scottish  Parliament  during 
diese  sessions  he  describes  as  hearing  ^  Duke  Hamilton  bawl 
^  and  bluster  after  his  usual  manner,  and  Sir  James  Mont- 
*  gomery  and  Sir  John  Dalrymple  scold  like  watermen.'  Sir 
John  afterwards  thought  it  necessary  to  address  a  letter  to  the 
Conmiissioner  apologising  for  the  heat  he  had  shown  in  debate. 

In  1691,Dalrymple  became  joint-secretary  for  Scotland  along 
with  Melville.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year  Melville  resigned ; 
Mid  Johnston  of  Warriston  succeeded  him.  To  one  of  these 
j<nnt- secretaries  was  entrusted  the  conduct  of  business  in  Edin- 
burgh ;  the  other  was  in  attendance  at  Court,  and  had  the  chief 
direction  of  affairs.  The  latter  sphere  of  duty  was  assigned  to 
the  Master  of  Stair,  as  Dalrymple  must  now  be  called,  his  father 
having  been  raised  to  the  peerage.  He  held  office  till  the  summer 
of  1695.  During  this  time  his  attention  was  mainly  occupied 
widi  ecclesiastical  affii^irs  and  the  pacification  of  the  Highlands. 

William,  as  is  well  known,  was  not  satisfied  with  the  treat- 
ment the  Episcopalians  had  received.  His  first  wish  was  to  con- 
tinue Episcopacy  in  Scotland ;  short  of  this,  he  desired  to  obtain 
for  Episcopwans  the  same  toleration  as  was  enjoyed  by  the 
Konconformists  in  England ;  but  that  measure  of  justice  the 
Presbyterian  clergy  refused  to  grant.  During  1691-2,  the  King 
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used  all  his  infiaence  to  extort  from  the  intolerant  Church  the 
oonceseion  that  Episcopalians  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, and  to  subscribe  the  ^  Confession  of  Faith  and  the  shorter 
<  and  longer  catechisms/  should  be  admitted  to  coomiunion. 
Many  Episcopalians  were  heartily  desirous  to  come  in  on  those 
terms.  But  the  Assembly  of  1692  opposed  a  dogged  resistance ; 
and  was  in  consequence  dissolved,  not  without  reproaches,  by 
the  Royal  Commissioner.  In  this  enlightened  policy  the  Eling 
was  cordially  supported  by  his  latitudinarian  Secretary.  Mr. 
Graham  has  published  some  interesting  letters  from  the  Master 
to  the  Earl  of  Lothian — ^the  Commissioner — in  which  he  ex- 
presses a  very  firank  disapproval  of  the  Presbyterian  leaders : — 

'  I  do  agree  with  your  LoTdsbip  those  people  are  neither  tractable 
nor  grateful,  but  yet  they  have  something  that  one  would  not  do  well 
to  destroy  them,  though  he  can  neither  manage  nor  oblige  them. 
Something  must  be  done  to  hinder  them  to  come  themselves  to  con- 
found the  ciTil  government,  but  I  shall  never  be  accessary  either  to 
subvert  their  constitution  or  to  bring  them  to  scaffolds,  though  really 
they  do  some  things  so  intolerable  that  they  must  be  used  as  mad 
bodies  and  put  up  in  a  Bedlam  if  they  continue  their  rabbling  and 
protestations.' 

The  English  politicians  of  the  time  were  not  very  zealous 
or  very  faithful ;  yet  they  struck  the  Master  as  presenting  a 
favourable  contrast  to  his  countrymen : — 

^  They  (the  English  Parliament)  are  full  of  overtures  and  dis- 
pleasure for  the  success  of  affairs  this  season,  and  the  allies  lying  by ; 
but  after  some  time  spent  in  stuff*  they  will  come  to  give  competent 
supplies,  I  hope,  for  really  the  bulk  of  this  nation  are  affectioned  to 
the  Government,  and  sensible  of  the  security  they  enjoy  both  of  their 
religion  and  property.  /  tcish  it  xcere  as  well  tcith  us  (in  Scotland)^ 
who  talk  more  of  religion  and  consider  it  less,^ 

Matters  came  to  a  crisis  in  1693.  The  Parliament  of  that 
year  passed  two  Acts — one  imposing  on  all  persons  in  positions 
of  public  trust,  and  among  these,  on  all  the  clergy,  Pres- 
byterian and  Episcopal,  an  oath  acknowledging  William  as 
King  de  jure  and  de facto;  another,  requiring  that  all  Epis- 
copalian clergy  who  should  take  this  oath,  subscribe  the  Confes- 
sion and  recognise  the  Presbyterian  form  of  Church  government, 
should  be  entitled  to  be  members  of  the  Church  Courts.  The 
Presbyterian  clergj',  in  pretence  at  least,  objected  to  the  Oath 
of  Assurance,  as  it  was  called,  more  vehemently  than  to  the 
admission  of  their  Episcopalian  brethren.  They  loudly  pro- 
fessed that  to  take  such  an  oath,  especially  at  the  dictation  of 
Parliament,  was  Erastianism,  a  bowing  down  to  ^  Csesar,'  a 
recognition  of  the  supremacy  of  the  civil  power  in  matters 
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ecclesiastical.  Yet  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  even  the 
small  indulgence  extended  to  Episcopalians  was  not,  in  reality^ 
die  cause  of  their  noisy  opposition.  The  King  at  first  was 
firm;  members  of  the  Assembly  of  1695  must  take  the  oath, 
or  the  Assembly  would  be  dissolved.  Beaders  of  Scottish  his- 
tory are  familiar  with  the  story  how  Carstairs  returned  sud- 
denly to  Courts — learned  the  position  of  affairs — detained  the 
despatches — woke  the  King  at  midnight  to  seek  his  pardon 
and  obtain  a  reversal  of  his  policy,  and  succeeded  in  both 
objects.  The  romantic  touches  in  this  story  are  doubted  by  the 
best  historians,  but  that  the  orders  were  recalled,  and  a  serious 
collision  between  the  Church  and  the  Crown  averted,  was  no 
doubt  in  great  measure  owing  to  the  influence  of  Carstairs. 

The  part  taken  by  the  Secretary  in  this  matter  cannot  be 
ascertained  with  certainty.  Mr.  Story  implies  that  the  King 
was  influenced  against  the  clergy  by  his  *  cool  and  selfish  judg- 
*  ment.'  With  greater  accuracy  Mr.  Graham  points  out  that 
the  name  of  the  Secretary  does  not  appear  in  any  letters,  de- 
spatches, or  records  in  connexion  with  the  question.  Without 
doubt  his  father,  the  Lord  President,  and  Tarbat,  then  leading 
men  in  the  Privy  Council,  urged  the  King  to^  persevere  in 
enforcing  the  Acts  of  the  Parliament ;  but  the  Secretary  may 
well  be  believed  to  have  paused.  His  letters  to  Lord  Lothian 
show  that,  though  he  had  no  love  for  the  extreme  Presbyte- 
rians, he  both  respected  and  feared  them ;  and  personal  feeling 
may  have  aided  prudence  in  leading  him  to  the  conviction  that 
the  wisest  course  would  be  to  leave  the  ecclesiastical  polity  of 
the  country  undisturbed  as  it  had  been  settled  by  his  exertions 
in  1690  ;  and  such  was,  in  fact,  the  result  of  the  struggle. 

Whoever  may  have  counselled  the  King  to  yield,  there  is 
room  to  doubt  whether  they  rendered  a  real  service  to  the 
Church  or  the  Crown.     The  question  was   of  importance  to 
William,  for  every  Episcopalian  parson  who  signed  the  Decla- 
ration required  by  Parliament  was  a  rebel  the  less.    Maintain- 
ing, as  he  wa^,  the  authority  of  the  Estates,  he  had  nothing  to 
fear  from  the  discontents  of  an  intolerant  priesthood ;  even  had 
the  Presbyterian  laity  been  alienated,  there  would  have  been 
no  danger  to  his  throne  in  such  a  quarrel.     For  any  disaflfec- 
tion  of  the  laity  would  have  been  temporary.     They  never,  as 
was  shown  again  and  again,  could  have  made  common  cause 
with  the  Jacobites.    The  King  would  have  had  his  way  at  last ; 
and  if  at  the  cost  of  an  enforced  silence  of  some  duration  on  the 
Assembly,  the  country  would  probably  have  been  resigned. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Church  would  have  gained  by  the  ad- 
mission into  her  brotherhood  of  moderate  Episcopalians  ;  and 
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had  she  been  then  forced  to  face  the  difficulties  of  the  relations 
of  the  civil  power  to  the  Church,  she  would  have  been  saved 
from  the  fictitious  position  she  has  always  maintained  on  this 
point ;  and  which,  like  all  fictitious  positions,  has  been  to  her 
a  constant  source  of  weakness.  In  truth,  neither  intellectually 
nor  morally,  were  the  clerical  leaders  at  this  time  worthy  of  their 
opportiuiities.  They  are  thus  described,  with  great  severity, 
by  Burnet : — 

*The  truth  was  the  Presbyterians,  by  their  violence  and  other 
foolish  practices,  were  rendering  themselves  both  odious  and  con- 
temptible ;  they  had  formed  a  General  Assembly,  in  the  end  of  the 
former  year,  in  which  they  did  very  much  expose  themselves  by  the 
weakness  and  peevishness  of  their  conduct ;  little  learning  or  prudence 
appeared  among  them ;  poor  preaching  and  wretched  haranguing, 
partialities  to  one  another,  and  injustice  to  those  who  differed  from 
them,  showed  themselves  in  all  their  meetings.'     (P.  75.) 

No  doubt,  while  we  condemn  the  treatment  of  the  Epis- 
copalians by  the  Kirk,  we  must  remember  what  Presbyterians 
had  been  made  to  suffer.     ^  It  is  not,'  as  has  been  well  said, 

*  under  rulers  like  Lauderdale  and  Dundee  that  men  learn 

*  lessons  of  toleration.'  The  Episcopalians  reaped  far  less  than 
they  had  sown.  History,  we  think,  records  no  other  instance 
where  so  much  had  been  endured,  where  the  retaliation  was  so 
gentle.  But  no  credit  for  this  can,  with  truth,  be  given  to  the 
Scottish  clergy,  or  the  ordinary  run  of  Scottish  statesmen. 
The  temper  of  the  party  who  then  held  the  ascendancy  in 
Church  and  State  may  be  gathered  from  the  persecutions  of 
witches,  the  murder  of  Aitkenhead,  the  opposition  even  to  the 
measure  of  indulgence  extended  to  Episcopalians  by  the  Tole- 
ration Act  of  Anne — an  opposition  which,  it  is  melancholy  to 
think,  was  headed  by  Carstairs.*  Had  not  that  temper  been 
restrained  by  William  and  his  latitudinarian  ministers,  and 
especially  the  Dalrymples,  the  triumph  of  freedom  in  Scotland 
would  have  been  stained  by  many  a  dark  deed  of  revenge  and 
intolerance. 

To  the  Dalrymples  then,  supported  no  doubt  in  the  closet 
by  Carstairs,  we  mainly  owe  it  that  Presbyterianism  was 
established  at  the  Eevolution,  and  established  in  justice  imd 
moderation.  It  is  not  a  debt  to  be  estimated  lightly.  Lord 
Macaulay  has  shown,  in  a  striking  passage,  that  the  whole 


♦  It  is  among  Mr.  Story's  many  misconceptions  of  historical  truth, 
that  he  defends  this  opposition  as  dictated  by  the  same  spirit  as  the 
resistance  of  Liberals  in  1687  to  the  dispensing  power  claimed  by 
James. 
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Empire-  has  cause  for  thankfulness  that  Episcopacy  was  not 
forced  upon  an  unwilling  nation,  and  the  ecclesiastical  future 
of  Scotland  made  as  that  of  Ireland.  The  high  intelligence 
which  has  long  distinguished,  and  still  distinguishes,  the  lower 
classes  of  Scotland  must  be  mainly  ascribed  to  her  system  of 
education — also,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  the  work  of  the  Revo- 
lution era.  But  we  are  persuaded  that  much  may,  with  jus- 
tice, be  attributed  to  the  Presbyterian  form  of  Church  govern- 
ment, especially  taken  in  connexion  with  the  Calvinistic 
creed.  The  apprehension  of  that  creed  cannot  fail  to  stimu- 
late the  mind ;  the  working  of  that  form  of  government 
has  accustomed  Scotsmen  of  every  rank  to  look  upon  it  as  a 
duty  and  a  right  to  exercise  their  judgments  on  questions  in- 
volving, directly  or  indirectly,  the  most  important  subjects  of 
human  thought.  The  Presbyterian  polity  has  also  tended  to 
foster  that  liberality  of  opinion  in  secular  politics  which  pre- 
vails among  the  middle  and  lower  classes  in  Scotland.  Such 
must  of  necessity  be  the  influence  of  a  Church  strictly  demo- 
cratic in  its  constitution,  recognising  within  itself  no  distinc- 
tion of  persons,  no  grades  of  rank  or  office.  This  liberalising 
tendency  of  Presbyterianism  has  been  increased  by  an  in- 
direct yet  powerful  cause.  When  the  stormy  times  passed 
away,  the  bulk  of  the  Scottish  nobility  and  gentry  revealea 
themselves  Episcopalians.  The  people,  hating  Episcopacy, 
became  alienated  from  their  superiors.  This  was,  in  Scotland, 
a  great  change.  Poverty,  the  slow  development  of  trade, 
partly,  too,  the  national  disposition,  long  kept  the  commonalty 
of  Scotland  under  the  influence  of  the  higher  classes  of  society 
to  an  unseemly  and  unhealthy  extreme.  This  has  now,  in 
great  measure,  passed  away.  That  the  severance  which  has 
taken  place  has  been  widened  by  religious  diflPerences  no  care- 
ful observer  can  doubt ;  it  is  to  this  day  most  discernible  in 
those  parts  of  Scotland  where  Presbyterianism  has  firmest  hold. 
The  present  state  of  things  is  less  consistent  with  sentimental 
theories  of  society  than  the  former ;  but  a  change  is  not  to 
be  regretted  which  has,  beyond  doubt,  fostered  manliness  of 
character  and  independence  of  thought  among  the  body  of  the 
people. 

This  settlement  had  another  consequence — ^which  would 
have  been  deplored  by  its  authors — the  early  rise  and  great 
influence  of  Dissent  in  Scotland  as  compared  with  England. 
Presbyterianism,  in  the  day  of  its  power,  was  no  whit  more 
tolerant  than  Episcopacy.  Rather,  indeed,  less  so.  The  free- 
dom of  speculation,  now  alleged  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  clergy 
of  the  Kirk^  is,  if  it  does  really  exist,  a  thing  of  yesterday. 
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But  the  system,  as  has  been  said,  is  more  fayourable  to  in- 
dependence of  diought ;  and  this  being  so,  the  greater  the 
intolerance  the  more  certain  the  schism.  This  inherent  ten- 
dency of  Presbyterianism  was  increased  by  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  settlement  carried  through  by  William's 
ministers.  That  settlement  was  essentially  a  compromise, 
embracing  on  the  one  hand  many  who  cherished  Episcopacy 
in  their  hearts,  and  on  the  other,  zealots  prepared  to  enforce 
the  Covenant  upon  all,  and  who  joined  the  communion  with 
that  very  purpose.  On  the  Scotch  temperament,  hardened  as 
it  was  by  years  of  strife  and  suffering,  such  a  compromise 
could  have  no  permanent  hold.  Mr.  Burton,  than  whom 
there  is  no  higher  authority  on  such  a  point,  seems  to  think 
that  the  repeated  dissents  which  have  marked  the  history 
of  the  Scottish  Church  had  their  origin  rather  in  doctrinal 
differences,  vainly  thought  by  the  comprehensiveness  of  the 
Revolution  Settlement  to  have  been  laid  at  rest,  than  in  the 
Patronage  Act  of  Anne.  And  the  practical  effect  of  those 
disruptions  has  been  that,  at  the  present  day,  dissenters  in 
Scotland  are  comparatively  more  numerous,  wield  more  politi- 
cal power,  and  stand  higher  in  social  regard,  than  their  English 
brethren. 

But  even  more  than  ecclesiastical  difficulties  the  state  of  the 
Highlands  was  a  cause  of  anxiety  to  the  Secretary.  His 
correspondence  is  full  of  the  subject;  the  importance  and 
difficulty  of  which  he  alone,  among  the  statesmen  of  the  time, 
would  seem  to  have  fully  apprehended.  His  earlier  views 
were  worthy  of  his  far-sighted  sagacity,  and  pointed  to  nothing 
less  than  the  abortive  crime  which  was  the  actual  issue.  The 
theme  of  Glencoe  is  something  worn ;  but  Mr.  Graham's  pub- 
lication invites  a  brief  consideration  of  the  part  taken  in  the 
business  by  the  Master  of  Stair. 

Mr.  Graham  maintains  that  the  Master  was  *  unconscious  of 

*  the  unjustifiable  severity  and  atrocity  of  the  act  he  autho- 

*  rised ; '  and  that  he  would  not  have  sanctioned  the  manner  of 
the  massacre.  He  quotes  as  evidence  of  this  two  letters  from 
the  Secretary  to  Colonel  Hill,  which  will  hardly  serve  his  pur- 
pose. One  of  these  refers  only,  and  refers  not  very  honestly, 
to  the  charge  that  the  Macdonalds  had  been  murdered  after 
they  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance :  the  other  is  a  letter 
intended  to  set  at  rest  Hill's  feelings  of  remorse,  fully  approving 
all  that  had  been  done,  and  ending  with  the  remarkable  words, 

*  When  you  do  right,  you  need  fear  nobody.'  These  very  letters 
j)lainly  show  the  Secretary  to  have  been  an  accessory  after  the 
fact.     But  we  must  take  with  them  the  tenor  of  his  whole 
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correspondence ;  his  directions  for  securing  the  passes ;  his 
cautions  against  allowing  the  least  alarm  to  be  excited;  his 
expressions  of  satisfaction  in  the  thought  that  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather  would  complete  what  of  the  bloody  work  might 
be  left  undone.  It  does  not  indeed^  appear  that  the  plan  of 
murder  determined  on  was  communicated  to  the  Secretary; 
personally  he  would  have  shrunk  from  the  base  treachery  of 
which  his  subordinates  were  not  ashamed  ;  but  it  is  impossible 
to  dispute  that  his  instructions  entitled  those  subordinates  to 
adopt  any  means,  however  base  and  treacherous^  which  they 
thought  best  adapted  to  secure  the  ^  suddenness  and  secrecy  ' 
80  carefully  enjoined. 

Patriotic  Scotch  writers  have  endeavoured  to  shift  the  blame 
from  the  Secretary  to  the  King.  Thus,  Mr.  Mackay  will 
have  it  that  the  terms  of  William's  order  justified  all  that 
took  place.  He  rejects,  in  one  confident  sentence.  Lord  Ma- 
caulay's  argument,  that  the  order  might  have  been  signed  by 
William  in  a  perfectly  legitimate  meaning,  and  with  a  per- 
fectly legitimate  purpose.  We  wish  he  had  given  his  reasons ; 
for  we.  find  it  hard  to  understand  how  an  order  to  *  extirpate  a 

*  gang  of  thieves '  is  in  itself  a  wrong  order ;  or  how  it  can, 
fairly  construed,  be  held  to  authorise  that  even  thieves  are  to 
be  deluded  by  feigned  friendship,  by  acceptance  of  hospitality, 
by  lying  protestations  and  false  conviviality,  and  then  assassi- 
nated in  their  beds.  That  William  was  prepared  to  visit  with 
severity  such  marauding  clans  as  should  not  have  taken  the 
oath  within  the  required  time  is  probable  enough ;  but  the 
order  which  he  signed  at  its  worst  meant  no  more  than  the 
original  proclamation.  It  meant  far  less  than  the  letters  of 
fire  and  sword  which  had  for  centuries  been,  in  the  times  of 
Scotland's  beloved  native  princes,  a  species  of  legal  process, 
repeatedly  used  against  Highland  Septs — especially  against 
the  clan  MacGregor,  in  1563,  in  1589,  and  in  1603.  The 
Commission  of  1695  reported,  as  is  well  known,  *  that  there 

*  was  nothing  in  the  King's  instructions  to  warrant  the  com- 
*mitting   of    the  foresaid   slaughter,   even   as   to   the  thing 

*  itself,  and  far  less  as  to  the  manner  of  it.'  But  this  does 
Dot  at  all  embarrass  Mr.  Mackay,  who  gets  over  it  by  the 
easy  assertion,  that  *  the  efforts  of  the  Commission  were 
'  directed  to  whitewash  the  King  and  incriminate  the  Master 

*  of  Stair.'  Such  an  assertion  is  wholly  unwarranted.  Few 
public  documents  have  been  subjected  to  a  severer  scrutiny  than 
the  report  in  question ;  and  it  has  stood  that  scrutiny  well. 
The  tone  of  the  document  is  calm  and  passionless.  The  evi- 
dence is  ably  digested,  and  stated,  as  is  allowed  by  the  most 
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violent  partisans,  with  perfect  fairness.  Mr.  Mackay  himself 
admits,  that  the  Commissioners  have  given,  fully  and  fairly, 
the  grounds  of  the  opinion  which  they  formed ;  and  he  is  not 
entitled,  because  that  opinion  does  not  commend  itself  to  his 
views,  to  accuse  the  authors  of  a  state  paper,  conceived  in  such 
a  spirit,  of  unjust  efforts  to  arrive  at  a  foregone  conclusion. 

The  Secretary  is  best  defended,  not  by  imputing  to  others 
blame  which  truly  rests  with  him,  but  by  considering  his 
motives,  and  the  circumstances  with  which  he  was  called  upon 
to  deal.  There  are  many  who,  on  Celtic  matters,  will  give  no 
heed  to  Lord  Macaulay  or  Mr.  Burton,  but  few  will  dispute 
the  authority  of  Bailie  Nichol  Jarvie,  who  thus  describes  the 
state  of  the  Highlands  in  1715  :« — 

*  "  In  the  name  of  God,"  said  I,  "  what  do  they  do,  Mi*.  Jarvie  ? 
It  makes  me  shudder  to  think  of  the  situation." 

'  **  Sir,"  replied  the  Bailie,  "  ye  wad  maybe  shudder  mair  if  ye  were 
living  near  hand  them.  For  admitting  that  the  tae  half  of  them  may 
make  some  little  thing  for  themsells  honestly  in  the  Lowlands  by 
shearing  in  harst,  droving,  hay-making  and  the  like ;  ye  hae  still  mony 
hundreds  and  thousands  o'  lang-legged  Hieland  gillies  that  will  neither 
work  nor  want,  and  maun  gang  thigging  and  soming  about  on  their 
acquaintance,  or  live  by  doing  the  laird's  bidding,  be't  right  or  be't 
wrang.  And  mair  especially,  mony  hundreds  o'  them  come  down  to 
the  borders  of  the  low  country,  where  there's  gear  to  grip,  and  live  by 
stealing,  reiving,  lifting  cows,  and  the  like  depredations — ^a  thing 
deplorable  in  ony  Christian  country — the  mair  especially  that  they 
take  a  pride  in  it,  and  reckon  driving  a  spreagh  (whilk  is,  in  plain 
Scotch,  stealing  a  herd  of  nowte)  a  gallant,  manly  action,  and  mair 
befitting  of  pretty  men  (as  sic  reivers  will  ca'  themsells)  than  to  win 
a  day's  wage  by  ony  honest  thrift.  And  the  lairds  are  as  bad  as  the 
loons ;  for  if  they  dinna  bid  them  gae  reive  and  harry,  the  deil  a  bit 
they  forbid  them ;  and  they  shelter  them,  or  let  them  shelter  them- 
sells, in  their  woods,  and  mountains,  and  strongholds,  whenever  the 
thing's  dime.  And  every  ane  o*  them  will  maintain  as  mony  o'  his 
ane  name,  or  his  clan,  as  we  say,  as  he  can  rap  and  rend  means  for ; 
or,  whilk  is  the  same  thing,  as  mony  as  can,  in  any  fashion,  fair  or 
foul,  maintain  themsells ;  and  there  they  are  wi*  gim  and  pistol,  dirk 
and  dourlach,  ready  to  disturb  the  peace  o'  the  country  whenever  the 
laird  likes ;  and  that's  the  grievance  of  the  Hielands,  whilk  are,  and 
hae  been  for  this  thousand  years  by-past,  a  bike  o'  the  maist  lawless 
unchristian  limmers  that  ever  disturbed  a  douce,  quiet,  God-fearing 
neighbourhood  like  this  o'  ours  in  the  West  here."  ' 

Things  were  certainly  no  better  in  1692.  Alone  of  the 
statesmen  of  his  time  the  Secretary  appreciated  the  enormity 
of  this  evil.  He  saw  that  such  a  population  would  never  be 
at  peace  ;  that  its  existence  was  in  truth  *  a  thing  deplorable 
*  in  any  Christian  country.'      He  opposed,  from  the  first. 
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Tarbat's  scheme   of  pacifying  the   Highlands  by  grants  of 
money.     He  rightly  judged  that  such  a  remedy  could  have  a 
temporary   effect  only.     So  long  as  money  was  forthcoming 
the  country   would  enjoy  quiet;    so   soon   as  the   payments 
should  cease  Highland   Jacobitism  would  become  an  active 
passion.      He   saw  that  the  only  adequate  remedy  was   to 
enforce,  with  a  high  hand,  order  and  obedience  tor  law ;  and  to 
draft  off  a  large  portion  of  a  population  more  than  double  what 
could  be   maintained  in  the  country  bv  the  arts  of  industry 
and  peace,  and  kept  up  by  rival  chiefs  Irom  pride  and  for  pur- 
poses of  rapine.     In  other  words,  there  should  have  been  done 
then  what  was  long  afterwards  accomplished  by  the  severities 
of  Cumberland  and  the  happy  conception  of  Chatham.     That 
the  Master  of  Stair,  had  the  means  been  at  his  disposal,  would 
have  pacified  the  Highlands  with  all  the   vigour  of  Cumber-* 
hind  is  certain,  and  that  he  would  not  have  shrunk  from  any 
of  the  severities  of  Cumberland  is  more  than  probable.    And  if 
in  1692  the  Highlands  had  been  occupied  by  troops  and  sub- 
jected to  military  law  ;  if  forts  had  then  been  built  and  roads 
made;  had  the  leading  freebooters  been  shipped  off  to  Ame- 
rica, after   the  fashion  in  which  Henry  Cromwell  dealt  with 
Irishmen  certainly  not  more  guilty  of  offences  against  law  and 
order;  had  the  active  youth  been  sent  to  serve  in  the  Low 
Countries  ;  and  the  whole  clan  system  broken  up ;  how  rapid 
would  have  been  the  advance  of  the  country  in  prosperity  and 
happiness,  how  many  miseries  would  have  been  spared,  how 
much  of  noble  and  innocent  blood  had  never  flowed.     To  have 
adopted  such  a  course,  without  bribing  the  rebel  chiefs  into  a 
simulated  submission,  and  receiving  from  them  an  oath  of  alle- 
giance  which  everybody  knew  to  be  worthless,  would  have 
been  wise  and  salutary,  if  severe,  statesmanship.    And  a  con- 
sideration of  the  whole  evidence  would  seem  to  show  that  some 
such  scheme  had  been  originally  present  to  the  mind  of  the 
Secretary.    That  in  his  letters  he  often  uses  language  evincing 
a  preference  for   harsh  modes  of  coercion  is  true ;  but  there 
can,  we  think,  be  little  doubt  that,  had  a  comprehensive  scheme 
of  this  character  been  adopted,  its  very  completeness  would 
have  gone  far  to  induce  a  man  of  large  views  and  kindly  dis- 
position to   forego  unnecessary   cruelty.     Unquestionably  to 
carry  out  this  policy  would  not  have  been  work  for  a  squeamish 
statesman.     One  essential  part  of  it,  the  diminution  of  more 
than  a  half  of  the  existing  Highland  population,  could  hardly 
have  been  accomplished  by  gentle  means.     Yet,  on  the  whole, 
the  human  suffering  would  have  been  little  compared  with  the 
miaeries  of  two  rebellions ;  and  these  would  never  have  occurred 
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had  the  Master  of  Stair  ^  pacified '  the  Highlands  according  to 
his  own  views  in  1692. 

Foiled  in  his  statesmanlike  purpose,  the  Secretary  turned 
savagely  on  the  victims  who  had  been  brought  into  his  grasp 
by  foolish  pride  on  their  own  part  and  wicked  chicanery  on  his. 
His  hatred  of  the  Highland  race  was  now  inflamed  by  dis- 
appointment at  losing  such  an  opportunity  of  rendering  a  per- 
manent service  to  his  country.  These  feelings,  of  mixed  good 
and  evil,  led  him  not  only  to  forget  humanity,  but,  as  we  think, 
to  commit  an  error  in  statecraft.  Failing  a  comprehensive 
policy  applicable  to  the  whole  Highlands,  the  proceedings  taken 
against  the  Macdonalds  were,  in  the  lowest  point  of  view,  not 
worth  while.  Had  every  man  of  them  been  shot  down,  no 
lasting  good  would  have  been  effected,  no  real  advance  made 
towards  the  pacification  of  the  Highlands ;  and  the  idea  of 
striking  terror  by  the  example  was,  as  the  result  showed,  an 
utter  delusion. 

The  comparative  impunity  of  the  actors  in  this  great  crime 
has  been  made  ground  of  heavy  reproach  against  William. 
The  Estates  of  Scotland,  in  their  address  to  the  Crown, 
urged,  absurdly  enough,  that  the  officers  in  command  should 
be  prosecuted  criminally,  but  left  Stair  to  be  dealt  with  as 
the  King  might  think  fit.  Making  every  allowance  for  the 
subserviency  of  a  Scottish  Parliament  to  rank  and  place,  and 
for  their  indifference  to  the  lives  of  a  few  Highlanders,  the 
fact  that  a  man,  hated  by  so  many  enemies,  and  who  had 
given  such  occasion  to  that  hatred,  should  have  escaped  so 
lightly,  affords  striking  evidence  of  the  high  estimation  in  which 
the  capacity  and  services  of  the  Secretary  must  have  been  held. 
To  have  prosecuted  soldiers  who  merely  obeyed  orders  would 
have  been  inconsistent  with  all  public  policy ;  but  how  to  deal 
with  the  Master  was  matter  of  difficulty.  William  was  con- 
tent to  dismiss  him  from  office — a  lenity  condemned  by  Lord 
Macaulay  as  *  a  fault  amounting  to  a  crime.'  And,  three  years 
later,  when,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  he  had  become  Viscount 
Stair,  special  letters  of  remission  passed  the  Great  Seal  in  his 
favour.    The  letters  ran : — 

*  His  Majesty,  considering  that  John  Viscount  of  Stair  hath  been 
employed  on  his  service  for  many  years,  and  in  Bcveral  capacities — 
first,  as  his  Majesty's  Advocate,  and  thereafter  as  Secretary  of  State — 
in  which  eminent  employments  persons  are  in  danger,  either  by 
exceeding  or  coming  short  of  their  duty,  to  £dl  under  the  severity  of 
law,  and  become  obnoxious  to  prosecutions  or  troubles  tlieref or ;  and 
his  Majesty  being  well  satisfied  that  the  said  John  Viscount  Stair  hath 
rendered  him  many  painful  services,  and  being  well  assured  of  his 
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affections  and  good  intentions,  and  being  graciously  pleased  to  pardon, 
corer,  and  secure  him,  no^,  after  the  demission  of  his  office  and  that 
he  is  divested  of  public  employment,  from  all  questions,  prosecutions, 
and  trouble  whatsoever;  and  particularly  his  Majesty,  considering 
that  the  manner  of  execution  of  the  men  of  Glenco  was  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  humanity  and  hospitality — being  done  by  those  soldiers  who, 
for  some  days  before,  had  been  quartered  amongst  them,  and  enter- 
tained by  them,  which  was  a  fault  in  the  actors  or  those  who  gave  the 
immediate  orders  on  the  place, — but  that  the  said  Viscount  of  Stair 
heing  at  London,  many  hundred  miles  distant,  he  could  have  no 
knowledge  of  nor  accession  to  tlie  metliod  of  that  execution  ;  and  his 
Majesty  being  willing  to  pardon,  forgive,  and  remit  any  excess  of  zeal, 
as  going  beyond  his  instructions,  by  the  said  John  Viscount  Stair,  and 
that  he  had  no  hand  in  the  barbarous  manner  of  execution :  his  Ma- 
jesty therefore  ordains  a  letter  of  remission  to  be  made  and  passed  the 
Great  Seal  of  his  Majesty's  ancient  kingdom,  <&c.' 

The  paper  is  a  curious  one,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to 
know  by  whom  it  was  drawn  up ;  the  more  so,  as  the  tenor  of 
the  argument  suggests  the  idea  that  it  may  have  been  intended, 
under  cover  of  exculpating  the  Secretary,  to  state  reasons 
why  no  complicity  in  the  guilt  of  the  massacre  should  attach 
to  the  King.  But  whatever  we  think  of  William's  position  in 
the  matter,  the  attempted  defence  of  the  Secretary  is  a  hopeless 
failure.  The  reasons  given  for  the  royal  clemency  are  incon- 
sistent even  with  lenient  censure  of  the  Estates ;  are  in  de- 
fiance of  the  just  condemnation  of  the  Commission ;  and,  as 
William  must  have  known,  if  he  read  the  documents  trans- 
mitted to  him  from  Edinburgh,  are  altogether  at  variance  with 
the  truth. 

At  the  same  time,  we  cannot  concur  with  Lord  Macaulay's 
view  that  the  Secretary  should  have  been  brought  to  trial,  as  a 
common  murderer,  before  the  criminal  court ;  and  should,  if 
found  guilty,  have  ^  died  the  death  of  a  felon.'  Such  a  course 
may,  perhaps,  have  been  demanded  by  the  strictness  of  crim- 
inal justice.  But  men  in  high  places,  caring  for  great  interests, 
tried  by  the  severest  of  all  temptations  to  comprehensive  in- 
tellects— the  temptation  to  seize  any  means  towards  the  attain- 
ment of  important  and  beneficial  ends,  have  a  claim  to  be 
judged  on  broader  principles.  The  great  historian,  on  this 
occasion,  allows  no  place  to  the  doctrine  of  ^  set-off,'  the  appli- 
cation of  which,  in  political  causes,  no  one  has  enforced  more 
strongly  than  himself.  Services  rendered  to  the  State  may  be 
justly  pleaded  in  such  causes ;  and,  what  is  even  a  more  im- 
portant principle,  the  motive  which  dictated  the  act  for  which 
t  politician  is  called  in  question  is  entitled  to  the  greatest  weight 
in  determining  the  true  measure  of  bis  guilt.     The  Master  of 
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Stair  rendered  many  and  great  services  to  the  State ;  and  the 
motive  which  prompted  his  Highland  policy  was  no  vulgar  one. 
It  was  not  cupidity.  It  was  not  love  of  power.  The  crime 
which  has  blackened  his  name  added  not  a  shilling  to  his  for- 
tune ;  it  could  by  no  possibility  have  advanced  him  in  the  path 
of  ambition.  And  of  this  he  seems  to  have  been  thoroughly 
aware.  There  is  no  room  for  the  insinuation,  made  by  a  re- 
viewer in  the  *  Times '  of  September  last,  that  he  acted  his 
part  with  a  view  to  his  own  advancement ;  that  he  was  merely 
playing  a  card  in  the  political  game.  His  sagacity  was  never 
so  deluded.  He  knew  he  had  many  and  vindictive  enemies, 
and  he  knew  the  handle  he  was  giving  them.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  the  tone  of  his  letters  to  Colonel  Hill 
is  that  of  a  man  conscious  of  his  own  rectitude,  yet  fully 
aware  that  he  had  much  to  fear  from  the  prejudices  or  weak- 
ness of  mankind.  He  was  animated,  so  far  as  we  can  now 
judge,  simply  by  misdirected  public  spirit.  He  was  fully  per- 
suaded, nor  was  his  persuasion  wrong,  that  peace  ^  and  pros- 
perity would  never  be  known  to  his  country  until  the  supremacy 
of  law  was  established  amonjj  those  freebootinor  mountaineers. 
In  his  comprehension  of  the  magnitude  of  the  existing  evil  he 
was  superior  to  any  statesman  of  his  time.  Unhappily,  this 
feeling  had  obtained  such  power  over  his  mind  that  he  became 
utterly  reckless  as  to  means  if  only  a  cure  could  be  effected. 
Nay,  it  may  be  said,  we  fear,  with  truth,  that  long  brooding 
over  the  lawlessness  of  the  Highlands  had  brought  him  to 
such  a  state  that  he  would  have  shrunk  from  no  extreme  of 
severity.  Still,  though  his  heart  was  hardened,  his  conscience 
silenced,  even  his  acute  judgment  warped,  it  is  no  exaggera- 
tion to  say  that  he  was  throughout  it  all  animated  by  a  sincere 
desire  for  the  permanent  good  of  his  country.  To  have  sent 
this  man  to  a  felon's  death  because  he  might  with  legal  truth 
have  been  held  guilty  of  the  crime  of  murder,  would  have  been 
to  violate  the  principles  by  which  such  cases  should  be  deter- 
mined, not  less  than  if  Warren  Hastings  had  been  hanged 
because  of  the  horrors  inflicted  on  Rohilcund. 

That  William,  on  this  occasion,  extended  an  undue  indulgence 
to  crimes  committed  in  his  service,  may  have  left  a  stain  upon 
his  fame,  but  was  certainly  fortunate  for  Scotland.  Stair's 
subsequent  public  life  was  short  but  eventful.  He  did  not 
take  his  seat  in  Parliament  till  the  year  1700.  He  was  sworn 
a  Privy  Councillor  on  the  accession  of  Anne  in  1702.  He 
rendered  important  services  in  the  last  session  of  the  old  Par- 
liament of  William,  facilitating  the  passing  of  Acts  recognising 
the  title  of  Anne,  confirming  the  Presbyterian  form  of  Church 
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government,  and  empowering  the  Crown  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners to  treat  for  a  union  of  the  kingdoms.  By  his  exertions 
in  support  of  that  measure  the  Earl  of  Stair,  for  to  that  rank 
he  was  elevated  by  the  Godolphin  Ministry,  earned  an  enduring 
title  to  the  gratitude  of  his  countrymen.  He  was,  says  De 
Foe, '  an  eminent  instrument  in  carrying  on  the  Union.'  To 
that  end  he  devoted  all  his  astuteness  in  counsel,  all  his  un- 
rivalled powers  of  debate.  His  was  the  device  which  baffled 
the  Opposition  by  appointing  a  majority  of  the  Commissioners 
from  their  ranks ;  his  were  the  arguments  which  secured  the 
rejection  of  the  limitations  which  a  party  of  pestilent  oligarchs, 
led  by  Fletcher,  sought  to  impose  on  the  prerogatives  of  the 
Crown.  So  far  as  we  can  now  judge,  to  him  more  than  to  any 
other  man  Scotland  owes  the  blessings  which  have  flowed 
from  that  great  measure.  On  the  7th  of  January,  1707,  after 
a  stormy  and  exhausting  debate,  the  last  important  article-  of 
the  Treaty  was  carried.  In  that  debate  Stair  took  a  leading 
port,  and  then,  worn  out  by  the  long  struggle  now  at  last 
brought  to  a  successful  issue,  he  went  home  to  die.  He  died 
at  the  post  of  duty  not  less  surely  than  the  soldier  struck  down 
on  the  field ;  and  the  man  who  thus  spent  himself  for  the  good 
of  the  commonwealth,  whatever  may  have  been  his  errors  or  his 
crimes,  deserves  the  lenient  judgment  of  history. 

The  characters  of  these  men  present  features  of  dissimilarity 
and  likeness  curiously  interwoven.  That  of  the  father  is  the 
more  difficult  to  estimate  aright.  Every  reader  is  familiar 
with  Lord  Macaulay's  brilliant  sketch.  That  sketch  by  no 
means  satisfies  Mr.  Mackay,  who,  we  regret  to  see,  has  taken 
up  a. line,  popular  with  clever  young  men  at  present,  that  of 
pecking  at  the  reputation  of  Lord  Macaulay.  In  one  place 
he  accuses  the  historian  of  *  selecting  from  every  quarter  the 
'  blackest  colours  to  paint  the  character  of  Stair,  the  father  of 

*  the  man  destined  to  be  the  scapegoat  for  the  massacre  of 
'  Glencoe.'  (P.  81.)  A  graver  charge  could  hardly  be  made  ; 
and  the  only  justification  for  it  is  that  Macaulay,  in  alluding  to 
the  *  heart-rending  tales  '  which  the  calamities  of  the  house  of 
Stair  had  furnished  to  novelists  and  poets,  has  adopted  Sir 
Walter  Scott's  version  of  the  tragedy  of  *  The  Bride  of  Lam- 

*  mermoor  ' !  Nor  is  Mr.  Mackay  at  all  correct  in  his  asser- 
tion that  the  traditions  of  this  tragic  event  have  come  down  to 
Hs  'chiefly  from  the  fierce  antagonists  of  the  Dalrymples.'  The 
general  truth  of  the  story  as  told  by  Scott  is  acknowledged  in 
the  Introduction  to  *  The  Bride  of  Lammermoor,'  by  the  great- 
gr^t-grandson  of  Stair ;  and  the  version  of  the  final  catastrophe 
tdopted  by  the  novelist  is  the  most  probable,  and  by  no  means 
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the  most  malicious,  of  the  many  traditions  which  have  been 
current. 

In  another  place  Mr.  Mackay  has  permitted  himself  to  write 
thus :  ^  Macaulay  has  drawn  chiefly  from  these  satirists  all  the 
^  charges  his  enemies  made  against  Stair,  and  without  examin- 
'  ing  their  truth  has  insinuated  others  for  which  even  satire 

*  gave  no  foundation.'  And  then  he  quotes  the  powerful 
sketch  we  have  referred  to  from  the  third  volume  of  the 
history.  Now  such  an  accusation  should  have  been  carefully 
substantiated.  There  is  hardly  an  attempt  to  do  so  on  any 
point  deserving  of  the  smallest  consideration.  There  are  a 
few  critical  notes  which  we  must  take  leave  to  characterise 
as  exceedingly  silly.  For  example.  Lord  Macaulay  ascribes 
to  Stair  *  a  wonderful  power  of  giving  to  any  proposition  which 
^  it  suited  him  to  maintain  a  plausible  aspect  of  legality  and 

*  even  of  justice ;  and  this  power  he  frequently  abused.'  In- 
stead of  attempting  to  controvert  this,  Mr.  Mackay  demolishes 
the  lustorian  by  the  profound  query — *  How  could   such  a 

*  power — if  he  really  possessed  it — be  only  frequently  abused  ? ' 
No  single  charge  contained  in  the  whole  passage  is  shown  to 
be  without  foundation.  Two  efforts  are  made  in  this  direc- 
tion, from  the  frivolous  character  of  which  the  critic's  inability 
to  bring  forward  any  serious  instances  may  be  fairly  inferred. 
The  historian  writes :  *  He  protested,  and  perhaps  with  truth, 

*  that  his  hands  were  pure  from  the  blood  of  the  persecuted 

*  Covenanters.'      The   note   here    is :    *  No    ground  for  this 

*  "  perhaps  "  has  been  discovered.'  Surely  it  is  no  very  harsh 
measure  thus  to  qualify  such  an  asseveration  on  the  part  of  a 
man  who  was  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  during  the  admi- 
nistration of  Lauderdale.  Indeed  there  is  a  sense,  and  that  not 
of  a  highly  strained  morality,  in  which  any  man  who  then  held 
such  office  may  be  deemed  altogether  guilty  of  the  innocent 
blood  which  was  shed.  In  his  next  point  Mr.  Mackay  is  yet 
more  unfortunate.  He  challenges  Lord  Macaulay's  statement 
that  Stair's  fellow-exiles  regarded  him  with  suspicion.  Now 
it  is  quite  certain  that  by  a  large  section  of  the  Presbyterian 
party  Stair  was  never  trusted.  Not  to  multiply  authorities, 
this  is  distinctly  stated  by  Balcarras,  and  indicated,  not  ob- 
scurely, by  Forbes  of  Culloden,  the  one  a  Jacobite,  the  other 
a  Presbyterian  ;  and,  though  we  fear  Mr.  Mackay  will  despise 
such  an  authority.  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  the  *  Tales  of  a  Grand- 
^  father,'  describes  Stair  and  his  son  as  ^  men  of  high  talent  but 

*  of  doubtful  integrity ;  and  odious  to  the  Presbyterians  for 

*  compliances  with  the  late  Government.'  We  make  these 
remarks  in  no  unfriendly  spirit.     But  if  Mr.  Mackay  is  ever  to 
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fulfil,  as  there  is  reason  to  hope  he  may,  the  promise  which 
this  book,  with  all  its  faults,  affords,  he  must  study  the  prin- 
•iples  of  historical  evidence ;  he  must  keep  present  to  his  mind 
the  difference  between  facts  and  opinions ;  he  must  be  less 
hasty  in  his  conclusions,  and  more  sparing  in  imputations ; 
and,  we  are  constrained  to  add,  he  must  be  careful  to  observe 
modesty  and  moderation  of  tone  when  he  chances  to  differ 
from  writers  of  established  fame.* 

It  will  be  found,  we  suspect,  that  in  this,  as  in  most  of  his 
judgments  on  character.  Lord  Macaulay,  making  due  allowance 
for  habitual  force  of  expression,  is  not  far  from  the  truth.  We 
quite  concur  with  Mr.  Mackay  in  thinking  that  our  estimate  of 
Stair  should  be  little  affected  by  the  malignant  attacks  of  which 
he  was  so  long  the  object.  And  we  would  record  our  dissent 
from  a  condemnation  of  both  father  and  son  which  has  received 
publicity  and  authority  from  the  *  Times. 'f 

*  Even  in  an  age  when  ideas  of  political  morality  were  singularly 
loose,  and  when  the  most  shameless  time-serving  was  the  habit  of  the 
most  eminent  statesmen,  the  versatile  Dalrymples  had  to  support  an 
exceptional  weight  of  obloquy.  It*  their  enemies  attacked  them  with 
unnsual  bitterness,  gloating  with  exultant  malignity  over  a  painful 
succession  of  domestic  misfortunes,  we  may  take  it  that  there  was  some 
exceptional  reason  for  it  .  .  .  They  had  most  exceptional  oppor- 
tunities of  being  false  alike  to  their  friends  and  their  principles ;  and 
the  result  was  that  in  the  end  they  were  neither  loved  nor  even 
trusted,  except  by  those  who,  for  the  moment,  had  common  interests 
with  them.' 

That  both  Dalrymples  were  false  to  their  principles  so  far 
as  to  hold  office  under  administrations  of  which  they  disap- 
proved is  true  enough.  But  was  there  anything  *  exceptional ' 
in  this  ?  What  was  such  a  measure  of  falsity,  for  example, 
compared  with  the  falsity  of  Lauderdale,  or  the  apostasy  of 
Perth  ?     That  tliey  were  false  to  their  friends,  in  any  prac- 

*  Mr.  Mackay  is  not  more  fortunate  in  lighter  matters.  Readers  of 
'  Old  Mortality  *  will  remember  the  retort  of  Lady  Elphinstoun,  a 
matron  of  one  hundred  years  of  age,  to  Claverhouse,  on  his  remarking 
that  during  her  long  life  she  must  have  seen  many  changes :  *  Hout  na, 
'Sir;   the  world  is  just  to  end  wi'  me  as  it  began.      When  I  was 

*  entering  life,  there  was  ane  Knox  deaving  us  a'  wi'  his  clavera  [idle 

*  talk],  and  now  I  am  ganging  out,  there  is  ane  Claver'se  deaving  us  a' 

*  wi'  bis  knocks  J  Mr.  Mackay,  seemingly  quite  unconscious  of  Scott's 
authority,  ascribes  this  mot  to  Lady  Stair,  and  in  so  doing  spoils  it.  In 
matters  of  Scottish  history  and  tradition  a  greater  ikmiliarity  with,  and 
an  increased  respect  for,  even  Sir  Walter's  novels,  would  do  Mr. 
Mackay  no  harm. 

t  'Times,'  September  3,  1875. 
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ileal  way,  is  unsupported  by  evidenee.  We  should  not  like  to 
dogmatise  about  ^  love '  among  Scottish  politicians  of  that 
time ;  but  so  far  from  not  having  been  trusted,  it  was  the  trust 
so  often  and  so  long  reposed  in  the  Dalrymples  which  excited 
the  enmity  against  them.  To  infer  extreme  depravity  on  the 
part  of  the  Dalrymples  because  of  the  hatred  they  inspired 
shows  utter  ignorance  of  the  period.     The  only  *  exceptional 

*  reason '  for  that  hatred  was  their  *  growing  greatness^'  and 
their  zeal  for  the  true  interests  of  the  country.  They  were 
hated  by  a  proud,  poor,  greedy  aristocracy ;  despising  them  as 
new  men,  unable  to  estimate  their  services,  envious  of  the 
knowledge  and  capacity  which  had  raised  them  to  the  level  of 
Hamilton  and  Athole.  They  were  the  first  in  Scotland  who 
had  so  raised  themselves ;  and  the  whole  body  of  the  secondary 
nobility,  who  regarded  the  conduct  of  political  affairs  as  their 
exclusive  right,  and  in  such  a  rise  not  only  felt  their  own 
immediate  defeat  in  the  race  for  place  and  power,  but  foresaw 
the  permanent  weakening  of  their  order,  hated  them  accord- 
ingly. Supple  politicians  as  they  were,  treachery  was  never 
brought  home  to  them.  Of  the  father  it  may  especially  be 
said  that,  while  he  served  many  masters,  he  was  faithful  to 
them  all.  We  do  not  ascribe  to  him  the  lofty  integrity  of 
Nottingham  or  Somers  ;  but  fidelity  even  such  as  his  was  then 
rare  in  England,  and  unknown  among  the  false,  shameless 
leaders  of  Scottish  political  parties  in  an  age  when,  for  the 
first  and  last  time,  treason  to  the  cause  of  Protestantism  and 
freedom  stained  the  honoured  name  of  Argyle. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  impossible  to  accept  Mr.  Mackay's 
estimate  of  his  hero.  The  praises  of  Wodrow,  and  a  few 
clerical  admirers  of  Stair's  *  shining  piety,'  cannot  outweigh 
the  all  but  unanimous  verdict  of  contemporaries ;  the  deliberate 
judgments  of  Burnet,  Scott,  and  Woodhouslee.*  The  actions 
of  his  life,  indeed,  describe  him  best — even  as  stated  and  de- 
fended by  himself.  A  cruel  or  vindictive  man  he  was  not 
But  he  was  subtle  and  crafty ;  greedy  of  place — though  there 
were  lengths  to  which,  even  for  the  sake  of  place,  he  would 
not  go.  It  is  difiicult  to  acquit  him  of  servility  to  Lauder- 
dale ;  and  when  he  describes  his  patron  as  ^  most  zealous  for 

*  his  country,'  and  as  having  come  to  be  in  difficulties  *  on 

*  account  of  his  favouring  the  phanatics,'  he  wrote  what  he 
must  have  known  to  be  untrue.     In  his  *  Apology  '  he  boasts 

♦  Burnet  calls  him  *  a  cimning  man ; '  Scott  doubts  his  integrity ; 
Woodhouslee  imputes  *  turbulent  ambition  and  crafty  policy  *  both  to 
&ther  and  son. 
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that  he  never  took  a  bribe — a  height  of  judicial  rectitude  to 
which  there  i3  reason  to  believe  he  really  attained.  In  his 
reports  of  two  cases^  Fountainhall  insinuates  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  thought  to  have  been  actuated  by  improper  influ- 
ences. The  authority  of  Fountainhall  is  deservedly  high ; 
but  he  does  not  state  the  charge  as  matter  of  his  own  belief, 
still  less  of  his  own  knowledge ;  and,  on  the  whole,  not  in  such 
a  way  as  to  force  a  conviction  of  the  guilt  of  Stair.  He  did 
much  to  reform  procedure,  especially  during  his  first  tenure 
of  the  Presidency ;  but  towards  the  end  of  his  life,  there  arose 
on  all  sides  violent  outcries  against  his  conduct  of  the  business 
of  the  Court ;  and  it  has  been  made  matter  of  reproach  against 
him  that  Acts  of  Parliament  were  required  to  set  right  abuses 
—such  as  altering  judgments,  hearing  cases  with  closed  doors, 
&c. — which  should  have  been  put  an  end  to  by  the  Court  itself. 
It  is  very  probable  that  Stair  had  not  suflScient  strength  of 
character  to  effect,  by  his  own  influence,  the  required  changes. 
Down  to  the  present  day  the  Court  of  Session  has  been  too 
chary  about  reforming  iteelf ;  too  prone  to  wait  for  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Legislature.  Whether  this  strange  timidity  has 
arisen  from  ignorance  of  the  evils,  or  from  that  contentment 
with  things  as  they  are  which  naturally  steals  over  the  judicial 
mind,  we  cannot  say ;  but  it  has  often  brought  the  Court  into 
great  unpopularity  with  the  country,  and  then  some  reckless 
Government  forces  on  hasty,  ill-considered  changes  in  obedience 
to  popular  clamour.  There  are  many  who  allege  that  such  is 
the  state  of  matters  at  this  very  time.  But  for  Stair's  weakness 
there  was  much  excuse.  The  root  of  the  evils  with  which  he  had 
to  deal  was  judicial  corruption  ;  and  that  was,  in  his  day,  so 
widespread  that  he  may  reasonably  have  believed  it  incapable 
of  cure  otherwise  than  by  legislative  enactment.  And  the 
fact  that,  even  after  Parliamentary  interference,  the  taint  of 
corruption  clung  to  the  Scottish  Bench  for  upwards  of  a  cen- 
tury, goes  far  to  establish  the  correctness  of  such  a  belief.  As 
a  Uw-maker  Stair  did  little.  The  one  important  measure  con- 
nected with  his  name  is  the  Act  regulating  the  mode  of  execut- 
ing deeds — an  Act  which,  at  least  as  interpreted  by  subsequent 
decisions,  grievously  needs  amendment.  The  legal  achieve- 
ment which  principally  marks  his  epoch  was  the  Entail  Act  of 
1685.  From  any  share  in  the  discredit  of  having  imposed 
aitails  on  Scotland  exactly  400  years  after  the  EngUsh  nobles 
had  inflicted  this  evil  on  their  country,  and  more  than  200 
years  after  the  boldness  of  the  English  judges  had  found  out 
a  remedy.  Stair  must  be  acquitted.  He  was  in  Holland  when 
the  Act  was  passed ;  and  be  has  left  on  record  his  strong  dis- 
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approval  of  its  policy.  That  responsibility  must  be  borne  by 
Sir  George  Mackenzie ;  who,  had  ne  also  realised  his  endeavours 
to  abolish  juries  in  criminal  cases,  would  have  left  behind  him 
a  work  of  mischief,  worthy,  in  its  completeness  and  far-reach- 
ing power  for  evil,  even  of  his  reputation. 

Stair  was  a  considerable  author.  His  speculations  on 
^ysics  were  behind  his  age.  *  The  Lord  Chancellor,'  said 
Harvey  of  Bacon,  *  writes  on  science  like  a  Lord  Chancellor;' 
and  the  sarcasm  may  be  applied,  with  greater  force,  to  the 
writings  of  Stair.  His  religious  meditations  will  hardly  now 
be  read  save  from  curiosity.  But,  as  a  jurist,  he  has  left  an 
illustrious  name.  His  *  Institutions  of  the  Law  of  Scotland '  is  a 
remarkable  work.  The  historical  part  is  weak,  especially  as 
regards  the  old  Common  Law  of  Scotland,  and  the  introduction 
of  the  civil  jurisprudence;  points  full  of  interest,  and  in 
Stair's  day  possibly  within  reach  of  zealous  inquiry.  But  the 
value  of  the  historical  method  was  not,  in  that  age,  understood. 
Again,  he  lends  his  authority  to  those  extreme  views  of  the  royal 
prerogative,  or  more  strictly,  of  the  royal  power,  which  were 
insisted  on  by  the  Scotch  lawyers  after  the  union  of  the  crowns, 
at  variance  with  the  free  spirit  of  Scottish  Constitutional  Law. 
His  style  has  received  an  admiration  which  we  cannot  but 
think  excessive.  In  his  preface  he  warns  his  readers  not  to 
expect  a  *  quaint  and   gliding   style,'   still  less  ^  flourishes  of 

*  eloquence.'  But  he  avoids,  only  too  successfully,  the  error 
oi'  that  lucidity  of  diction,  the  charm  of  which,  in  some  writers, 
lays  such  hpld  on  the  reader's  mind,  and  so  carries  him 
along,  as  under  a  spell,  that  he  sometimes  fails  to  grasp  the 
true  reach  of  the  thought.  Stair's  style  has,  no  doubt,  a 
force  and  dignity  befitting  his  subject;  but  it  is  cumbrous, 
and  often  complicated,  even  to  obscurity.  The  frequency  of 
his  allusions  to  the  law  of  Moses,  and  to  the  Bible  generally, 
are  not  edifying,  and  certainly  not  instructive ;  indeed  his 
fondness  for  sacred  sanctions  has  led  him  into  a  serious  error 
of  classification.  Yet  the  scope  and  execution  of  the  work 
entitle  him  to  a  high  place  among  jurists.  Scott  expresses 
regret   that    *  his   powerfiil    mind   was    unhappily    exercised 

*  on  so  limited  a  subject  as  Scottish  jurisprudence.'  The 
limits  of  a  subject,  however,  depend  not  a  little  on  the  mode 
of  treatment.  Stair's  work  is  not  a  mere  compendium  of 
Scotch  law.  As  such,  indeed,  it  stands  high,  even  after  the 
lapse  of  nearly  two  centuries;  but  a  large  portion  of  the 
work  may  be  truly  described  as  a  Treatise  on  Jurisprudence 
generally,  illustrated  by  reference  to  the  law  of  Scotland 
and    other    systems.     It  has  been  compared,   and  not   un- 
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reasonably^  t)y  one  of  his  editors  to  '  a  Treatise  of  Universal 
'Ghrammar,  where  the  author,  keeping  in  view  chiefly  one 
'  language^  and  drawing  most  of  his  illustrations  from  it,  enables 
'  the  student  not  only  more  thoroughly  to  understand  all  the 
'  rules  and  principles  upon  which  the  grammar  of  this  language 
<  depends,  but  also  to  apply  this  knowledge,  with  advantage  and 
'  faolity,  to  every  other  language  to  which  he  may  turn  his 
'  attention.'  He  himself  claims  that  '  a  great  part  of  what  is 
'  here  offered  is  common  to  most  civil  nations,  and  is  not  like 

*  to  be  displeasing  to  the  judicious  and  sober  anywhere,  who 
^  (loat  not  so  much  upon  their  own  customs  as  to  think  that 
'  none  else  are  worthy  of  their  notice.'  This  comprehensive 
survey  of  legal  relations  common  to  all  systems,  the  constant 
search  after  principle,  the  philosophical  analysis,  and  the 
thorough  technical  Knowledge,  have  given  to  a  large  part  of 
his  treatise  a  vitality  and  width  of  application  unexampled,  we 
think,  among  works  of  the  same  class.  To  this  day  *  Stair '  is 
constantly  quoted  in  the  every-day  work  of  the  Scotch  Courts ; 
and  we  have  been  assured  by  an  eminent  politician  and  lawyer 
that  in  his  chapter  on  Reprisals  was  found  the  strongest 
authority  for  the  position  taken  up  by  Great  Britain  in  the 
affair  of  the  ^  Trent.'  Mr.  Mackay  seems  to  us  to  institute 
not  a  flattering  or  even  a  reasonable  comparison  when  he  com* 
pares  Lord  Stair's  Institutions  with  the  practical  labours  of 
Coke,  or  the  easy  commentaries  of  Blackstone.  They  are  all 
Uw  books  certainly ;  but  they  have  no  other  point  of  resem* 
blance.  Stair's  comprehensive  and  philosophic  treatise  differa 
in  its  conception  from  the  former,  and  stands  altogether  on  a 
higher  level  than  the  latter.  *I  did  write,'  he  says  with  a 
not  ungraceful  consciousness  of  desert,  ^  the  Institutions  of  the- 

*  Law  of  Scotland,  and  did  derive  it  from  that  common  law 

*  that  rules  the  world,  and  compared  it  with  the  laws  civil  and 
'  canon,   and  with  the  customs  of  the  neighbouring  nations, 

*  which  hath  been  so  acceptable  that  few  considerable  families- 
'  m  the  nation  wanted  the  same,  and  I  have  seen  them  avend- 
'  ing  both  in  England  and  Holland.' 

Inferior  to  his  father  in  legal  acquirement.  Sir  John  Dal^ 
rymple  was,  in  many  respects,  a  more  remarkable  man. 
^lacaulay  estimates  him  as  one  of  the  first  men  of  his  time. 
His  knowledge  was  great,  and  in  him  it  was  not  the  knowledge 
of  a  pedant,  but  of  a  thorough  man  of  the  world.  As  a  states- 
man he  was  profound  and  far-seeing*;  as  a  debater  he  had  no 
equal.  His  letters  show  a  love  of  reality,  an  impatience  of 
pretence,  an  insight  into  character,  a  contempt  for  national 
prejudices,  rare  among  Scotchmen  of  any  time,  hardly  known 
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a»DOBg  Scotchmen  in  his  day*    His  character  wa^  altogether  a 
stronger  one  than  his  father's.     Quite  as  unscrupulous,  evei» 
more  impenetrable,  he  was  yet  simpler  and  bolder.     H^ice^ 
while  hated  with  especial  hatred  by  his  rivals  in  the  Parlia* 
ment  House,*  he  does  not  seem  to  have  incurred  the.gaieral 
impopularity  of   his  father.     Nor  is  this  surprising.     The 
never-failing  caution  of  the  President;  his  astute  devices,  on 
occasions  of  di6Sculty,  to  save  his  reputation — sUch  as  the 
verbal  qualification  with  which  he  took  iiie  Declaration ;  his 
intense  respectability;   his  profuse  piety;  his  forgiveness  of 
enemies,  almost  Pecksniffian ;  f  and  his  general  success  in  life ; 
-were  more  calculated  to  arouse  animosity  than  the  franker 
tergiversations  and  bolder  courses  of  the  son,  who,  if  he  did 
some  wrong,  at  least  never  made  profession  of  exceeding 
virtue.     *  He  was,'  says  De  Foe,  *  justly  reputed  the  greatest 
*  man  of  counsel  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland ; '  and  we  are 
told  by  the  same  authority  uiat  *  he  died  to  the  general  grief 
'  of  the  whole  island,  being  universally  lamented.'     This  grief 
was  not  without  good  cause.     Those  who  hated   Sir  John 
Dalrymple  most  hated  him  because  of  services  which  con* 
stitute   an   enduring  title  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country- 
men, and  which  must  have  been  widely  appreciated  even  in  his 
^lifetime.     For  some  years  after  the  Revolution  Scotland  was 
exposed  to  a  danger  the  character  and  extent  of  which  has 
hardly  been  appreciated  by  historians.      A  band  of  politicians, 
powerful  from  social  position,  strong  in  persistency  of  purpose, 
were   bent    upon    establishing  a  narrow  oligarchy.      They 
sought  to   deprive  the   Crown  of  all  authority;   they  Were 
prepared  to  reduce  the  people  to  serfdom ;  the  country  was 
to  be  delivered  over  to  a  poor,  greedy,  unprincipled  aris- 
tocracy.    Had  they  prevailed,  the  future  of  Scotland  would 
have   been  little   better  than  the  long    misery  of    Ireland 
from  the  Revolution  to  the  Union.     Religious  hatreds  might 
not  have  "flamed  so  hiffh ;    but  in  Scotland,  not  less  than 
in  Ireland,  the  domination  of  a  small  privileged  class  would 
have   brought  with  it   poverty,  backwardness,  and  national 
degradation.     To  frustrate  these  pernicious  designs  was  the 


*  Thus  Lockhart :  *  The  Master  (of  Stair)  is  among  the  worst  men 
'  in  this  age ;  and  what  has  been  said  of  him  may  serve  for  a  character 

*  of  his  two  brothers,  yea,  the  whole  name  ;  only  with  this  difference, 

*  that,  tho'  they  were  all  equally  willing,  yet  not  equally  capable  of 
'  doing  so  much  evil  as  his  Lordship.* 

f  *  Most  men  thought  this  equality  of  spirit  a  mere  hypocrisy  in 

*  him,'  says  Sir  George  Mackenzie. 
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kading  purpose  of  the  Secretary's  public  life.  The  danger  by 
no  means  passed  away  with  the  breaking-up  of  the  notorious 
*  Club.'  The  country  was  not  safe,  Dalrymple's  triumph  wa^ 
not  Becuredy  until  the  Treaty  of  Union  was  signed,  xo  the 
very  last  these  '  patriots '  struggled  to  curtail  the  royal  power,* 
trusting  that  the  reversion  would  come  to  them.  Seeing  early 
ftat  they  could  not  hope  to  defeat  the  Union  altogether,  they 
soQffht  thus  indirectly  to  make  it  ineffectual  for  good;  and 
doobtless  the  provisions  which  they  sought  to  introouce  would 
have  had  the  effect  thfey  desired.  Stair  clearly  apprehended 
the  scope  of  these  designs,  and  devoted  himself  to  frustrate 
them.  His  success  was  complete,  and  happy  for  his  country. 
On  the  union  of  Scotland  with  a  constitution  which  had  been 
the  nurse  of  freedom,  with  the  deeply-rooted  public  spirit, 
and,  above  all,  with  the  increasing  prosperity  of  England,  that 
danger  finally  passed  away. 

Such  were  the  lives,  and  such  the  services,  of  these  remark- 
able men.  That  their  lives  were  marred  by  shortcomings,  by 
errors,  even  by  crimes,  we  have  not  attempted  to  disguise. 
That  their  services  were  such  as  have  rarely  oecn  rendered  by 
a  father  and  son  to  their  country,  it  would,  we  think,  be  idle 
to  deny.  In  character  both  rose  above  the  low  standard  of 
political  morality  which  prevailed  in  their  time.  Throughout 
all  their  changes  they  were  faithful  to  the  cause  which  for  the 
tine  they  served ;  and  they  appear  to  have  been  ever  animated 
by  a  mncere  desire  for  the  welfare  of  their  country.  In  intel- 
lect, culture,  and  sagacity  they  were  superior  to  all  their  con- 
temporaries. To  their  counsels  and  exertions  Scotland  mainly 
owes  the  easy  accession  of  William  to  her  throne,  the  settle- 
ment of  her  ecclesiastical  difficulties,  and  (to  the  son)  the 
Union.  Few  nations  have  owed  more  to  two  statesmen :  yet 
much  as  they  accomplished,  much  of  necessity  remained  to  be 
done.  Materials  for  religious  discord  were  still  rife.  The 
Highlands  were  left,  unruly  and  discontented,  to  be  the  source 
of  future  trouble  and  danger.  The  commercial  prosperity — 
the  expectation  of  which  was,  on  the  Scotch  side,  the  real  in- 
ducing cause  of  the  Union — did  not  come  speedily.  What 
did  come,  and  at  once,  was  increase  of  taxation,  severities  of 


*  An  attempt,  in  the  debates  on  the  articles  of  Union,  to  take  away 
the  royal  prerogative  of  mercy  was,  of  course,  opposed  by  Dalrymple, 
which  brought  on  him  the  taunt  from  Lockhart  that  his  defence  of  this 
prerogative  was  very  natural,  since  but  for  its  exercise  he  would  have 
been  hanged  long  ago !  Bather  too  hard  hitting  for  our  degenerate 
dajB. 
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revenue  officers,  alterations  of  ancient  laws,  enforcement  of 
new  preroffatives,  These  grievances — some  of  them  not  ima- 
ginary— fell  upon  the  fertile  soil  of  national  animosity.  The 
Union  was  hated  by  the  bulk  of  the  Scottish  aristocracy,  be- 
cause under  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  their  importance 
could  not  fail  to  be  diminished,  their  selfish  views  frustrated  ; 
it  was  hated  by  the  bulk  of  the  Scottish  people  with  a  hatred 
which  had  its  origin  in  a  nobler  source — the  feelings  and  tradi- 
tions bequeathed  by  their  long  and  cruel  struggle  for  indepen- 
dence. But  the  work  of  healing  was  only  a  question  of  tune. 
The  foundations  of  well-being  and  mutual  good-will  had  been 
laid  strong  and  deep ;  and,  happily  for  Scotland,  there  were 
not  wanting  men,  both  among  her  nobles  and  her  lawyers, 
worthy  and  able  to  carry  on  the  policy,  and  complete  the  pur- 
poses, of  William  and  his  wise  advisers. 


Art.  II. — 1.  Army  Facts  from  Official  Data.     Lord  Elcho's 
Speeches^  April  20,  May  19,  June  5,  1875. 

2.  No.  LXXX.    Vol.  XIX.    '  Journal  of  the   Royal  United 
*  Service  Institution.^ 

T\/^HEN  we  approach  the  questions  of  military  organisatiou 
which  are  annually  discussed  in  Parliament,  we  are  met 
by  considerable  difficulties.  In  the  first  place,  owing  to  their 
very  importance  the  subjects  are  hackneyed  and  stale,  while  the 
details  necessary  for  their  comprehension  are  dry  and  forbidding 
almost  to  repulsiveness.  The  civilian  mind  is  further  en- 
countered by  facts  and  conditions  not  a  little  likely  to  add  to 
distrust  and  to  increase  complication.  The  Army  comprehends 
many  elements.  There  is  the  governing  one  in  Pall  Mall, 
partly  civil  and  partly  military,  of  which  it  may  be  said  that, 
like  other  representatives  of  rule  and  authority  in  a  constitu- 
tional system  admitting  of  free  and  popular  criticism,  it  loves 
darkness  rather  than  the  light,  prefers  a  bureaucratic  closeness 
to  open  discussion,  an  official  inquiry  on  details  to  the  free 
ventilation  of  principles ;  prudence  and  reticence,  caution  and 
non-committal  of  self,  being  thus  the  characteristics  of  that 
close  residence  in  Pall  Mall,  which,  if  its  inmates  may  be 
credited,  calls  for  currents  of  fresh  air  on  account  of  their 
health  in  a  manner  not  dissimilar  to  that  believed  by  Parlia- 
ment to  be  required  for  the  solution  of  the  difficult  questions 
which  have  so  long  perplexed  us.  That  there  is  truth  in  this 
view  of  the  officialism  of  the  War  Office,  whichever  party  may 
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form  the  goveniment  of  the  day,  may  be  gathered  from  the 
jealousy  of  the  House  of  Commons  with  reierence  to  its  pro- 
ceediugSy  from  the  occasional  criticism  of  returns  presented  to 
Parliament,  from  that  necessity  of  '  consulting  the  man  in  the 
^  street/  to  use  Lord  Elcho's  expression,  when  positive  data 
and  details  are  sought  for  on  which  to  base  a  demand  for  in- 
quiry or  a  claim  for  reform.  The  official  difficulty,  which 
after  all  is  common  to  all  public  offices  and  bureaucratic  sys- 
tems where  patronage  and  favour,  privilege  and  promotion, 
most  of  necessity  play  their  parts,  is  in  this  instance  en- 
hanced by  the  conditions  of  the  Government  and  of  the 
Opposition  as  represented  by  its  front  Bench  of  the  late 
Ministers. 

To  the  latter  are  due  the  army  reforms  which  were  in- 
augurated in  1870  and  1871,  and  as  it  was  hoped  were  for  ever 
to  ward  off  the  difficulties  and  the  attendant  risks  which  still 
excite  the  attention  of  those  who  turn  their  thoughts  to  the 
subject  of  national  defence.  It  is  believed  that  when  the 
present  Secretary  of  State  for  War  entered  his  office  he  found 
many  half-completed  measures  and  the  skeletons  of  others  as 
it  were  to  which  Parliamentary  sanction  had  been  afforded, 
but  vitality  was  as  yet  wanting.  Mr.  Hardy  thus  succeeded 
to  the  management  of  a  vast  establishment  avowedly  in  a 
transition  state.  He  had  not  only  to  learn  the  army  as  it 
used  to  be  before  1870-71,  but  he  had  to  learn  it  according 
to  the  fashion  superinduced  by  his  immediate  predecessor. 
He  had  to  deal  wiUi  the  conservatism  and  the  habits  of  a  great 
profession  to  which  he  was  in  some  measure  committed  by 
the  policy  of  his  party  when  in  opposition,  and  the  traditions 
exercising  a  powerful  influence  on  his  own  mind.  It  was  for 
kim  to  connect  the  past  with  the  new  ideas  which  had  taken 
fast  hold  of  Parliament  and  the  country,  and  had  found  ex- 
pression in  the  military  policy  of  the  late  Government.  There 
was  not  only  much  to  learn ;  there  was  much  to  disentangle. 
Dissatisfaction  and  prejudice,  which  had  been  fostered  by  Op- 
position promises  and  stimulated  in  the  excitement  of  party 
warfare,  now  demanded  a  treatment  they  sought  in  vain  from 
an  ex  officio  reforming  Ministry.  But  while  necessarily  in- 
fluenced by  such  considerations  the  impossibility  of  holding 
back,  or  of  changing  the  policy  of  military  development  so  far 
as  national  safety  may  be  concerned,  was  forced  on  the  new 
tenants  of  the  War  Office  by  the  recollection  of  their  own 
promises  and  the  taunts  they  had  lavished  on  the  alleged 
economic  tendency,  insufficiency,  and  poverty  of  the  measures 
of  Mr.  Gladstone's  Ministry.     When  ^ey  were  in  the  posit  on 
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oi  critios,  they  had  declined  to  aUow  time  for  &e  growth  of 
the  plant  after  the  seed  had  been  sown.  On  them  uow  de- 
volved the  task  of  carefully  attending  to  the  soil,  of  fostering 
the  growth,  of  impressing  on  their  foUowers  the  necessity  (X 
patience,  of  allowing  for  the  improvement  which  can  alone 
produce  itself  in  time.  And  so  Mr.  Hardy's  course  was  cut 
out  for  him. 

Thus  was  the  new  Secretary  of  State,  with  one  signal  excep- 
tion affecting  the  private  interests  of  regimental  officers  and 
not  those  of  the  public,  in  the  position  of  defending  the  state 
of  things  he  found,  with  the  further  condition  of  having  to  aid 
in  explaining  away  or  extenuating  the  results  of  the  measures 
and  the  institutions  when  those  results  proved  unsatisfactory. 
In  this,  of  course,  he  found  ready  assistance  among  those  who 
were  originally  responsible  for  the  measures  and  the  institu- 
tions. The  wholesome  criticism  of  a  well-informed  Opposition 
based  on  previous  official  knowledge  and  experience  has  thus 
been  lost  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  The  duty  of  en- 
forcing it  has  fallen  on  independent  members.  When  they 
have  risen  they  have  found  themselves  opposed  by  the  leaders 
on  both  sides,  the  replies  of  the  Opposition  being,  as  was  to  be 
expected  under  the  circumstances,  more  official,  more  essentially 
bureaucratic  in  statement  and  argument,  than  those  of  the 
newly  installed  Government.  At  any  rate  there  was  for  the 
nonce  an  alliance  between  the  two  sides.  Consciously  or  un- 
consciously, this  alliance  was  worked  to  put  down  independent 
members  in  the  two  Houses  who  have  persisted  from  time  to 
time,  in  striving  to  bring  the  truth  before  the  country  and  to 
awaken  the  nation  to  the  character  of  the  reeds  it  was  invited 
to  lean  on  by  the  Ministries  present  and  past.  What  then  is 
a  poor  public  to  do  ?  There  is  literally  no  other  resource  but 
'  the  man  in  the  street.' 

If  we  descend  from  the  coldness  of  the  official  heights, 
we  find  a  variety  of  services,  a  variety  of  interests,  and,  as  we 
must  expect,  a  variety  of  opinions  and  suggestions.  There 
is  the  Regular  Army,  with  its  own  branch  of  opinions  partly 
dependent  on  tradition,  and  partly  on  interest.  As  a  body 
the  officers  of  the  army  are  habitually  conservative ;  this  re- 
mark not  applying  so  much  to  politics,  about  which  they  care 
little,  but  to  the  institutions  under  which  their  careers  have 
been  prosecuted,  the  ideas  to  which  they  were  educated  when 
they  entered  the  service  of  the  Crown.  In  this  the  body  of 
officers  resembles  all  other  professions,  which,  like  corporations 
of  every  degree,  resist  novelty,  and  if  they  submit  to  mcnrmsof 
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tkemselves  or  their  rules,  do  so  with  unwilliBgness  and  under 
presmre  &om' t&e  outside. 

If evertbeleBS,  notwithstanding  this  oonservatismy  there  is  no 
ekss  in  the  country  whioh  is  so  aUve  to  what  the  officers 
generally  believe  to  be' the  faulty,  ruinous,  and  dangerous  oon^ 
dkion  to  which  we  are  reduced  in  the  matter  of  guarding  tiie 
natbnal  honour  and  providing  for  the  national  defence;   it 
being  understood  that  both  considerations  involve  moving  to 
the  attaclc  as  well  as  presenting  an  inert  front  to  it,  when  the 
attack  shall  seek  us;     In  their  garrisons  and  regiments  they 
see  the  practical  results  of  the  measures  contrived  to  meet  a 
passing  d^culty,  or  for  the  execution  of  reforms  which  it  is 
hoped  may  ensure  desirable  consequences  in  the  direction  re- 
qmred,  may  appease  the  national  longing  for  security  in  the 
fiiee  of  the  warnings  constantly  issuing  from  the  press  of  this 
oeontry,  and  finding  an  echo  in  the  prints  of  the  Continent, 
peihaps  even  in  the  correspondence  of  diplomacy  and  the  ap* 
preoiation  of  international  relations.     They  believe,  whether 
r^htly  or  wrongly,  that  the  results  often  fall  far  short  of 
miniflterial  promise  and  the  anticipations  of  those  who  have 
Utherto  put  their  faith  in  expediency,  and,  as  the  officers  con* 
cdve,  in  the  patching  of  old  devices  no  longer  suited  to  the 
times  or  the  circumstances,  domestic  and  foreign,  in  which  we 
exist    They  know  that  in  reckoning  and  dealing  with  the 
national  resources,  as  the  latter  come  under  their  review  in 
the  exercise  of  their  profession,  recourse  is  had  to  practices 
which  would  ruin  any  administration  less  powerful  than  that 
Bupnorted   by   national   credit,  which    would  quickly   entail 
insolvency  and  absolute  stoppage  on  any  company  or  asso- 
ciation whioh  for  purposes  of  industry  or  trade  so  managed  its 
affiurs.    To  them  does  the  truth  really  come  home  that  in  most 
important  particulars  supply  is  not  equal  to  demand,  the  powers 
that  be  having  for  a  long  time  tried,  and  how  ineffectually 
we  all  know,  to  imitate  the  miracle  of  the  wine  by  manipula- 
tioQ  of  Enlistment  Acts  which  are  simply  behind  the  ideas  of 
the  time  and  inadequate  to  our  necessities.     Hence  a  fairly 
iearching  discusnon,  the  conflict  of  many  opinions,  the  publi- 
cation of  many  suggestions.     All  this,  as  might  be  locked  for, 
is  marked  by  a  certain  professional  onesidedness,  a  conservative 
tendency,  a  longing  lingering  look  at  the  old  system  which 
earned  us  through  the   Peninsular  War,  the  struggle  with 
Russia,  the  Indian  Mutiny,  and  so  forth.     Then  again  there  is 
the  tnas  towards  the  Army  proper  as  distinguished  from  the 
If  Hitia  and  the  VolunteerB,  which  is  alike  the  caude  of  improper 
detraction  oi  these  two  forces,  and  of  imjust,  indeed  often 
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ftbsurdi  deprecmtion  of  their  value,  and  therefore  of  the  re- 
sources at  the  disposal  of  the  country.     The  Army,  like  other 
professions,  is  apt  to  favour  the  maxun  '  there  is  nothing  like 
<  leather.'    Another  consideration  may  be  added.     The  muitary 
annals  of  the  country  are  not  suflBciently  consulted  by  those 
military  men  who  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  task  of 
awakening  the  public  mind  to  the  relative  condition  of  England 
in  a  survey  of  the  martial  resources,  the  territorial  ambition, 
the  militarismus  of  the  great  Continental  Powers,  the  conversion 
of  the  population  to  the  status  of  standing  armies.     Perhaps  it 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  military  condition  of  England 
as  she  stood  forty  years  ago  is  hardly  known  to  many  of  those 
who  constitute  themselves  our  advisers  in  the  present  day.    At 
all  events  that  condition  is  never  adverted  to  in  argument,  the 
consequence  being  that  the  grounds  of  security  as  properly 
appreciated  by  successive  governments  by  no  means  receive 
the  public  consideration  to  which  they  are  entitled.    It  is  said, 
and  with  truth,  that  whatever  advance  we  may  have  made 
during  the  period  referred  to,  far  greater  steps  have  been 
taken  by  other  Powers,  and  notably  by  Germany.    France  on 
the  one  side  of  the  new  empire,  and  Russia  on  the  other,  and 
Austria  and  Italy  to  the  south,  have  all  adopted  a  thorough 
and  searching  system  of  nationalised  armament,  the  strength 
for  offence  on  the  part  of  the  one  having  come  in  some  sort 
to  be  the  measure  of  the  means  deemed  necessary  by  the  others 
for  reassertion  of  that  balance  of  European  power  which  in  a 
large  sense  completes  the  notion  of  Continental  defence. 

Although,  however,  so  much  may  be  properly  admitted,  it  is 
surely  a  mistake  to  ignore  what  we  have  been  about  ourselves, 
and  to  treat  with  contempt  the  resources  which  have  been 
gradually  called  into  existence  in  our  halting  Anglo-Saxon 
fashion,  and,  whatever  may  be  said  to  the  contrary,  provide 
for  the  defence  of  the  soil  on  a  scale  little  dreamt  of  during 
the  early  years  of  Louis  Philippe's  reign  in  France,  and  that 
of  William  IV.  in  England.  We  have  purposely  referred 
to  that  time,  for  then  it  was  that  the  military  resources  of 
Great  Britain  were  suffered  to  reach  the  lowest  point  known 
in  this  country  since  the  termination  of  the  Nai)oleon  wars ; 
and  from  that  time  may  be  traced  a  constant  increase  to  our 
military  strength,  now  taking  place  in  one  form  now  in  another, 
with  a  corresponding  rise  in  the  annual  estimates.  To  this 
allusion  will  presently  be  made  with  some  little  detaiL 

The  Militia  officers,  the  Volunteers,  and  a  few  members  of 
Parliament  have  contributed  their  quota  of  argument,  of  state- 
ment, of  suggestion.    It  is  not  only  reasonable  that  they  should 
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do  8O5  but  in  the  consideration  of  national  defence  it  is  essential 
that  they  should  come  forward.  For  though  through  them 
we  do  not  learn  much  indeed  of  military  systems  and  adapta- 
tions^ of  army  traditions  and  regulations,  of  the  imperfect  laws 
which  so  entirely  fail  in  accomplishing  their  object  with  regard 
to  the  supply  of  men  for  our  regular  army,  we  do  become 
acquainted  by  their  means  with  the  feeUng  pervading  the 
population,  aod  the  merits  of  a  voluntary  system  resting  on 
intelligence  and  not  on  the  blind  adhesion  of  youthful  ignor- 
ance, rashness,  or  inexperience.  We  learn  through  them  that 
in  the  community  at  large  there  is  a  strong  latent  miUtary 
sentiment.  We  discover  that  potential  capacity  for  arms  and 
submission  to  military  demands  and  organisation  which  justi- 
fies the  dictum  of  Lord  Palmerston :  ^  Beserves !  Talk  to  me 

*  of  Reserves  1 1  trust  for  Reserves  to  the  energy  of  the  British 

*  nation.'  ,  It  is  to  the  truth  of  these  imperfecuy  quoted  words, 
the  occasion  of  their  utterance  having  escaped  our  memory, 
that  the  officers  of  the  Militia  and  the  Volunteers  bring  their 
testimony,  whether  as  shown  by  their  willing  service  and  sub- 
ordination to  rules,  or  bv  their  contributions  to  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  which  still  await  solution  from  the  War 
Office.  The|e  questions  are  that  the  sufficient  recruitment  for 
the  army  shall  be  in  future  assured;  and  how  we  are  to 
arrange  a  system  of  real  and  positive  Reserve,  of  which  the  men 
shall  be  available  for  mobilisation  as  seen  first  in  the  German 
annies  and  subsequently  in  the  military  establishments  of  the 
other  Continental  Powers. 

To  Lord  Elcho  belongs  the  proud  distinction  of  having  com- 
pelled a  hearing  on  an  ungrateful  subject,  ungrateful  because 
we  all  of  us  too  well  know  that  whether  or  not  we  agree  to  his 
statement  of  the  case,  he  has  persistently  striven  for  years  to 
lay  the  fact  before  the  public,  that  the  character  of  our  estab- 
lishments, however  costly  they  may  be,  whatever  their  hbtory, 
and  whatever  tlieir  purpose,  is  not  such  as  to  enable  us  to 
vindicate  the  position  assumed  in  Europe  by  the  power  of 
England,  is  not  of  a  kind  to  ensure  reganl  for  the  treaties  we 
have  guaranteed;  in  short,  that  it  fails  and  must  fail  in 
ensuring  that  respect  abroad  which  goes  by  the  name  of  moral 
influence  in  the  mouths  of  statesmen  and  diplomatists.  It  is 
true,  as  Lord  Derby  has  lately  intimated,  that  the  opinion 
of  England  is  still  awaited  with  eagerness  on  the  Continent. 
The  petulance  and  even  anger,  whidi  at  times  are  vented,  are 
mots  of  the  value  set  on  our  estimate  of  European  questions. 
The  imputations  of  tiroiditT  and  conscious  weakness  which  are 
io  freely  hazarded  by  foreign  critics  are  ephemeral  and  transi- 
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ioiy  expressionB  df  ^sgnst  or  jealcmsj.  Dissent  may.  Itave 
been  imf^ed  from  condusions  alien  to  the  policy  imposed  on 
GrOTemment  by  the  ^vill  of  the  nation,  or  material  interference 
may  have  been  declined  with  regard  to  our  insular  position  and 
Cosmopolite  as  distinguished  from  merely  European  interests. 
Our  sympathies  towards  this  or  that  Continental  interest  may 
have  been  expressed  by  pubUo  opinion,  in  ParUament,  and 
even  by  responsible  advice,  when  for  obvious  reasons  material 
assistance  or  diplomatic  remonstrance  has  been  denied.  But 
the  refusal  of  interference  is  one  thing.  The  condition  of  our 
establishments  which  forbids  interference  or  the  utterance  of 
litrong  international  sanctions  when  treaties  are  threatened  and 
the  European  system  as  approved  by  us  and  necessary  to  o««r 
interests  is  in  danger,  because  the  utterance  might  logically 
entul  the  interference,  is  indeed  another.  That  such  a  deling 
should  have  an  existence  in  the  educated  portion  of  the  nation, 
that  it  should  come  to  be  the  guide  of  Ministries,  would  really 
be  a  calsimity.  It  is  against  the  occurrence  of  that  calamity 
that  Lord  Elcho  warns  us.  independent  of  party,  and  stand* 
ing  almost  alone  as  he  does  in  the  House  of  Commons,  he 
has  p^haps  more  than  any  Minister  or  any  group  of  men 
during  the  last  twenty  years  aided  towards  tha  enforcement 
oi  a  truly  national  policy  in  these  matters,  and  has  effected 
results  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud,  far  transcending  Hie 
mere  executive  action  of  ofBce. 

In  the  debate  raised  by  Lord  Elcho  in  the  House  of  Com-* 
mons  on  May  20,  1875,  a  thorough  comprehension  of  the 
subject  was  indeed  shown  by  all  the  speakers,  not  excepting 
the  Secretary  for  War  himself,  notwithstanding  Colonel  Mure's 
statement '  that  the  debate  had  been  most  remarkable,  for,  with 

*  the  exception  of  the  Secretary  for  War,  neither  soldier  nor 
^  civilian  had  presumed  to  say  the  army  was  in  a  satisfactory 

*  state.'  For  in  truth  if  Mr.  Hardy's  speech  be  read  carefully, 
it  becomes  evident  that  the  condition  of  the  army  as  regards 
the  material  point  of  supply  of  men  for  the  ranks  fills  him  with 
anxiety,  and  that  he  is  not  more  satisfied  with  the  state  of 
things  than  any  of  the  numerous  critics  who  addressed  the 
House  before  and  after  him.  Towards  the  close  he  yielded  the 
whole  position.  Official  caution  and  reticence  were  dismissed. 
The  Minister  expressed  his  dissatisfaction  almost  as  freely  as 
the  independent  members,  and  did  to  a  certain  extent  shadow 
forth  the  promise  of  a  policy  which,  if  carried  out  in  entirety, 
would,  we  believe,  give  the  army  and  the  country  all  that  is 
desired.  It  is  fair  to  him,  and  at  the  same  time  of  much  assist- 
ance  to  the  line  of  argument  and  suggestipns  about  to  be  pur- 
sued, to  quote  his  words  in  extenso : — 
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'  19ow  1  daimoi  hdpl  calling  th0  attantiou  of  the  Houie  to  the  great 
changes  which  hare  been  going  on  in  the  Army  in  recent  years 
— changes  so  great  that  I  should  tremble  to  moke  others  which 
were  not  absolutely  necessazy  because  of  the  feeling  of  dissatisfac- 
tion which  must  be  expected  to  exist  in  the  Army  if  there  is  a 
continual  uncertainty  as  to  what  may  happen.     So  dangerous  do  I 
think  these  frequent  changes  that  I  must  be  excused  for  moving  some- 
what more  slowly  than  some  of  my  friends  may  desire.    I  trust,  how- 
eyer,  that  credit  will  be  given  me  for  an  anxious  desire  to  remove 
aoy  defects  there  may  be  in  the  existing  system.    No  doubt  there 
are  defectts.     There  may  be  a  great  necessity— >I  am  inclined  to  admit 
ihere  is  a  necessity — that  we  should  expedite  the  means  of  filling  up 
^  cadres  in  the  case  of  urgent  need.     Like  the  hon.  and  gallant 
member  opposite,  I  have  been  surprised  to  find  that  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  Reserve  will  be  completed  is  likely  to  be  much  less  than  was 
anticipated.     I  think  my  noble  predecessor  over-estimated  the  number 
that  would  come  in  year  by  year,  failing  to  take   into  account  certain 
reductions  which  must  inevitably  occur.    It  has  been  suggested  that 
the  BCiliHa  should  be  made  the  foundation  of  the  recruiting  system. 
There  would,  no  doubt,  be  practical  difiiculties  in  the  way,  yet  I 
believe  that  the  best  mode  of  supplying  the  ranks  of  the  Army  would 
b^  through  the  Militia.    I  am  aware  that  a  distinguished  officer  has 
expressed  the  opinion  that  with   that  object  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  to  abolish  the  existing  recruiting  establishments  entirely.     With 
respect  to  the  ballot  for  the  MiUtia,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  law 
is  at  present  in  an  unsatisfactory  atate.    I  have  this  year  brought 
in  a  Bill  which  I  hope  the  House  will  allow  to  pass  without  much 
amendment,  it  being  a  mere  consolidation  Bill,  except  in  so  far  as  ther^ 
are  some  amendments  proposed  which  have  become  necessary  owing  to 
the  Militia  having  been  brought  under  the  War  Office  instead  of  being 
imder  the  Lord  Lieutenant.    If  that  Bill  is  passed,  we  shall  then  have 
before  us  in  a  convenient  shape  the  whole  of  the  law  relating  to  the 
Militia.     There  are  difficulties  connected  with  the  ballot,  and  yet  it 
is  quite  obvious  that  whoever  haa  to  do  with  the  management  of  the 
War  Department  in  this  country  must  contemplate  the  possibility  of 
having  to  call   into  action  the  ballot  i^stem  of  the  Militia.     It  re- 
mains as  a  store  on  which  it  may  become  necessary  to  draw.    I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  wise  to  draw  upon  it  lumecessarily;  but  if  the 
necessity  should  arise,  I  am  sure  no    Minister  with  a  due  sense  of 
duty  would  shrink  from  availing  himself  of  it'* 

Before  proceeding  with  the  argument  suggested  by  this 
speech  let  us  briefly  refer  to  the  past.  If  we  go  back  to  the 
yfear  1835 — the  year  quoted  by  the  late  Mr.  Cobden  as  the 
economical  model  in  the  matter  of  military  expenditure — we 
find  what  to  the  presenjt  ge.neration  must  appear  indeed  an 
extraordinary  state  pf  things.     In  that  year  (1835)  the  total 

*  Extract  from  Mr.  Hardy*s  speech  in  the  debate  raised  by  Lord 
Echo  on  Thursday,  May  20, 1875. 
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strength  of  the  British  Army  at  home  and  abroad  barely  ex- 
ceeded 100,000  men,  thus  distributed : — 


Knmben 

Hones 

Offloen 

Kon-com- 

mlssloned 
Offlcera, 

Trumpe- 
ters, Mid 

Drummers 

Bank  and 
FUe 

AU  hands 

In  the  Uoited  Kingdom  and 

the  Foreign  Stations*  . 
In  the  East  Indies 

Total  to  March  31,  1835  . 

5,914 
2,804 

4,497 
1,116 

6,420 
1,316 

7.736 

70,354 
17,288 

81,271 
19,720 

8,718 

5,613 

87.642 

100,991 

In  the  following  year  1836-7  it  was  almost  exactly  the  same. 
At  this  time,  and  for  very  many  subsequent  years,  it  was  cus- 
tomary to  retain  a  large  portion  of  the  little  army  of  Great 
Britain  in  distant  colonies  and  garrisons.  Accordingly  we 
find  that  in  the  year  1835  the  actual  number  of  soldiers  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  including  all  the  arms,  amounted  to 
47,214 ;  and  for  the  year  1836,  43,747.t 

*  Officers  and  men  belonging  to  regiments  in  India  but  stationed  at 
home  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  are  carried  to  the  strength  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

f  The  following  trustworthy  table  is  instructive  witli  regard  to  the 
strength  of  the  Field  Artillery  in  the  same  times,  and  its  subsequent 
growth : — 


Number  of  Quns  Hoised  and  Manned 

Years 

Horse  Artillery 

Field  Artillery 

Total 

1818 

42 

8 

50 

1819 

14 

8 

22 

1821 

14 

12 

26 

1828 

18 

12 

30 

1848 

28 

12 

40 

1840 

28 

42 

70 

1852 

42 

78 

120 

1855 

24 

90 

114 

1856 

48 

182 

180 

1858 

36 

138 

174 

1860 

36 

144 

180 

1870 

60 

120 

180 

1872 

• 

•                 • 

366 

1875 

•                  • 

•                • 

372 

In  1855  there  were  92  Guns  in  the  Crimea  in  addition. 
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In  the  times  referred  to  the  Regular  Army  stood  alone  as  the 
available  armed  strength  of  the  country — it  was  besides  the 
sole  exponent  of  military  power. 

The  Militia  had  been  ^owed  to  die  out  so  far  as  practical 

C poses  were  concerned.  The  old  pensioners  had  not  yet 
a  enrolled  as  a  first  attempt  at  Reserve.  A  quarter  of  a 
century  was  to  elapse  before  the  Volunteers  should  spring  into 
existence.  The  country  was  not  only  officially  disarmed  by  the 
constant  reduction  of  the  forces  proceeding  i^ter  the  Battle  of 
Waterloo,  but  it  was  absolutely  disarmed  in  the  largest  sense 
of  the  word,  and  the  population  was  wholly  untrained  to  the 
use  of  afms.  It  was  said,  and  with  truth,  that  in  these  years, 
with  the  exception  of  the  squires,  the  gamekeepers,  the  poach- 
ers and  the  broken-down  discharged  soldiers,  Englishmen  knew 
not  how  to  load  a  musket.  And,  as  we  have  seen,  just  as  men 
were  wanting  in  the  regimental  cadres,  so  the  Artillery,  as  we 
understand  it  in  the  present  day,  did  not  exist. 

After  the  accession  of  her  most  gracious  Majesty,  the 
establishments  from  one  cause  or  another  began  slowly  to  in- 
crease. India,  China,  the  Cape,  in  succession  made  demands 
on  the  Horse  Guards  for  reinforcements,  and  the  condition  of 
Ireland  during  the  career  of  Daniel  O'Connell  and  the  Repeal 
agitation  caused  the  axiom  to  be  laid  down  which  has  been 
generally  since  acted  on,  that  the  number  of  troops  in  that 
country  should  not  be  less  than  20,000  men. 

The  return  from  which  a  quotation  has  already  been  made 
shows  the  numerical  increase  of  the  Home  Forces.  In  1847 
the  numbers  had  reached  64,018,  a  figure  made  up  as  fol- 
lows:— 

Cavalry  Artillery  Engineers         Infantry  Total 

7,811  5,294  759  50,154  64,018 

This  year  has  been  particularly  quoted  because  it  is  the  year 
in  which  the  Duke  of  Wellington  wrote  his  celebrated  letter 
to  Sir  John  Burgoyne.  That  letter  awoke  the  country  fairly 
to  the  strange  condition  of  insecurity  in  which  it  had  been  so 
long  content  to  remain,  and  was  the  parent  of  those  ebullitions 
of  public  feeling,  miscalled  panics,  but  really  proclamations  of 
weU-founded  alarm,  on  account  of  the  reckless  manner  in 
which  the  duty  of  the  national  insurance  of  England  was 
neglected  by  her  rulers.  It  may  still  be  studied  with  advan- 
tage by  those  entrusted  with  the  responsibility  of  the  safeguard 
of  Grreat  Britain.  The  Duke  wrote,  *  We  are,  in  fact,  assail- 
*  able,  and  at  least  liable  to  insult,  and  to  have  contributions 
'  levied  upon  us  in  all  parts  of  our  coast ;  that  is,  the  coast  of 
'  these,  including  the  Channel  Islands,  which  to  this  time,  from 
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*'t1ie  period  of  the  Norman  Conqiiest,  have  never  b^en  sncc^ss- 
^  fully  invaded.  I  have  in  vain  endeavoured  t6  awaken  the 
*  attention  of  different  administratioils  to  this  ertate  of  things^ 
^  as  well  known  to  our  neighbours  (rivals  in  power,  at  least, 
^former  adversaries  and  enemies)  as  it  is  to  ourselves.'  As  a 
fesult  of  this  appeal,  an  augmentation  of  the  Companies  of 
Artillery  took  place,  and  from  that  time  forward  began  the 
policy  of  keeping  a  larger  regular  force  in  these  islands  than* 
had  been  considered  necessary  since  the  terminati6n  of  the  war 
in  1815. 

The  organisation  of  the  Field  Artillery  may  be  said  to  date 
from  1852,  when  Lord  Hardinge  took  it  in  hand  as  Master^ 
General  of  the  Ordnance,  and  raised  the  number  of  field  guns, 
properly  manned,  horsed  and  equipped,  to  120.  But  for  this 
precaution  the  British  army  would  have  been  literally  without 
field  artillery  when  war  was  declared  against  Russia. 

In  1847  the  Duke  of  Wellington  asked  for  the  reorganisa* 
tion  of  the  Militia  at  about  the  same  strengUi  as  that  per- 
mitted when  the  country  had  been  last  in  a  state  of  war.  In 
1852  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  helping  to  carry  the  Bill  giving 
effect  to  his  proposals — the  last  act  in  the  long  career  passed  in 
the  defence  of  England.  The  accession  o(  Lord  Hardinge  to 
the  chief  command  on  the  death  of  the  great  Duke,  although 
as  yet  the  coming  conflict  with  Russia  was  but  casting  its 
shadow  before,  was  signalised  by  new  activity  at  the  Horse 
Guards.  The  commencement  was  made  of  assembling  the 
troops  in  large  camps  for  divisional  and  army  exercises  after 
the  fashion  prevailing  in  Germany.  The  system  of  promotion 
of  field  and  general  oflScers  was  revised  and  reformed.  Atten- 
tion was  drawn  to  the  new  improvements  in  fire-arms.  Schools 
of  instruction  were  organised  for  their  proper  use,  it  having 
come  to  be  recognised  that  with  regard  to  the  improvement  of 
the  modem  arm  as  compared  with  the  old  musket,  the  value 
of  each  individual  soldier  rises  in  proportion  to  his  skilled 
application  of  his  rifle,  whereas  in  former  times,  with  the  very 
imperfect  arms  conceded  to  the  men,  the  general  could  rely  on 
the  weight  of  fire  only,  individual  dexterity  being  of  Uttle 
account. 

With  the  Crimean  War  was  renewed  our  old  experience  of 
the  extraordinary  difficulty  of  sufficiently  filling  vacancies  in 
the  ranks  caused  by  the  casualties  of  service,  of  finding  the 
necessary  reserves,  and  therefore  of  enabling  England,  when 
she  commits  herself  to  a  struggle  in  the  field,  to  give  it  the 
form  demanded  alike  by  the  position  of  one  of  the  great  Euro- 
pean Powers,  and  by  that  reputation  which  is  a  chief  ingredient 
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of  the  security  <^  natidna  and' the  preservation  of  pedce.  The 
war  in  the  CrioHea  read  us  a  painful  lesson. 

The  Ministry  which  drtfited  into  war  was  wholly  inexperi* 
enced  regarding  the  conduct  of  one.  The  little  army^  less  than 
thirty  thousand  men,  which  could  be  scraped  together,  w«i 
sent  on  a  perilous  undertaking.  It  seemed  to  have  escaped  the 
att^tion  of  the  authorities  who,  in  1854,  despatched  Lord 
Baglan's  force  to  Turkey,  Bulgaria,  and  finally  to  the  Crimeai 
that  war  cannot  be  carried  on  without  much  of  sickness  and 
death  firom  various  causes ;  in  short,  that  in  an  active  campaign^ 
however  ably  and  successfully  conducted,  an  army  quickly 
wastes  away.  No  serious  measures  were  entertained  at  home 
to  supply  the  want  thus  caused,  to  find  the  fighting  army  with 
reserves  till  almost  half  of  it  had  disappeared. 

Then  Parliament  was  assembled  in  hot  haste  at  the  close  of 
1854.  The  nation  was  fairly  aroused.  That  awakening, 
although  twenty-one  years  have  elapsed,  haa  not  been  for- 
gotten ;  but  unhappily  it  may  still  be  said  that  the  means  are 
wantmg  as  yet,  tlmt  the  measures  r^nain  insufficient  by  which 
we  may  be  guarded  in  future  from  results  similar  to  those  of 
1854,  k  this  country  should,  amidst  at  present  imforeseett  cir- 
cumstances, find  itself  compelled  to  take  part  in  a  European 
struggle  or  to  defend  her  interests  against  a  first-rate  Power 
beyond  her  own  shores. 

But  for  the  protection  of  those  shores  against  such  insult  as 
that  contemplated  by  the  Duke  of  Wemngton,  it  must  be 
admitted  another  story  may  be  told.  In  addition  to  the  devel- 
opment and  instruction  of  the  Militia,  the  latter  being  now 
very  fairly  attended  to,  we  have  to  boast  of  the  Volunteer  asso- 
ciation or  army,  which  has  stood  the  test  of  a  formation  of 
upwards  of  fifteen  years'  standing.  Considering  the  founda- 
tion of  intelligence  and  patriotic  feeling  on  which  the  force 
rests,  the  self-sacrifice  so  readily  incurred  by  its  many  con- 
stituents, it  cannot  be  doubted  that  this  Volunteer  Army  is  an 
element  of  enormous  importance  in  the  system  of  national 
defence,  as  would  be  found  if  at  any  time  its  mettle  should  be 
put  on  trial.  It  does,  in  fact,  double  the  strength  which 
would  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  central  authority  in  the  form 
of  Militia,  as  asked  for  by  the  Duke  in  his  letter  to  Sir  J. 
Burgoyne.  The  Volunteer  force  does  not,  of  course,  escape 
the  fate  of  all  British  institutions.  In  its  very  early  days 
sensdess  panegyrics  were  heaped  upon  it.  In  later  and  quite 
recent  times  the  popular  wind  has  changed,  and  the  detraction 
of  the  force,  commencing  we  fear  in  the  regular  ranks,  has 
been  as  unjust  as  the  early  eulogy  was  undeserved.     The  com- 
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parisons  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Volunteers  with  the  hasty 
levies  of  Paris  at  the  commencement  of  the  siege  are  simply 
foolish  and  untruthful.  We  have  in  the  Volunteers  an  organ- 
ised force  of  upwards  of  150,000  men,  who  have  acquired  the 
habit  of  assembling  by  military  order,  the  art  of  moving  and 
living  together  according  to  a  rule  of  discipline,  and  are  fairly 
practised  in  the  use  of  arms  which,  as  we  all  know,  require  a 
certain  scientific  training ;  this  remark  applying  to  the  rifled 
musket  as  well  as  to  the  rifled  cannon.  The  English  generals 
must  be  indeed  unworthy  of  their  position  and  reputation  if 
in  the  time  of  trial  they  cannot  so  apply  such  a  force  as  to 
produce  results  obtained  from  constituents  of  a  precisely 
similar  character  after  the  second  year  of  the  American  war. 
For  be  it  remembered  the  men  who  fought  the  first  battles  in 
that  conflict  were  without  the  training  and  half-formed  military 
habits  which  have  been  imparted  to  the  Volunteers.  The 
Volunteer  movement  has  besides  had  the  effect  of  accustoming 
the  population  to  arms,  the  numbers  of  men  who  have  passed 
througn  the  ranks  being  now  very  considerable,  and  probably 
to  be  reckoned  at  from  300,000  to  400,000  men.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  these  would  be  available  in  time  of  need  for  home 
defence,  and  would  spring  to  arms  if  required  by  a  real  national 
necessity. 

By  way  of  recapitulation  and  to  keep  the  facts  before  the 
reader  in  the  clearest  manner,  extracts  are  given  from  the 
estimates  of  the  years  1875-76  : — 

At  home — all  arms 96,279 

On  passage  from  India          .....  1,365 

On  passage  from  Mediterranean    ....  1,775 

„          to  Bermuda 813 

In  the  Colonies  and  Mediterranean  Garrisons         .  23,003 

East  Indies,  including  drafts  on  passage  out .         .  63,197 

186,432 
Establishment  for  1874-75 185,838 

MUitia— Permanent  Staff 5,066 

„  Training  Services 133,952 

139,018 

Yeomanry  Cavalry  Establishment         .         .         .       15,380 
Deduct  absentees 2,630 

13,750 

Volunteers 161,150 

For  the  year  1874-75  the  number  of  Volunteers 

stood  at 153,266 
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The  number  of  horses  maintained  by  the  State  at  home  on  a 
peace  establishment  for  Cavalry,  Artillery,  Army  Service  and 
Engineers  stands  at  14,808.  The  number  of  field  guns  horsed 
and  equipped  is  372,  the  establishment  of  an  army  in  the 
field  of  150,000  men. 

The  forts  for  the  protection  of  the  coast,  designed  at  the 
instance  of  the  late  Lord  Palmerston,  are  now  near  completion, 
and  have  already  received  much  of  their  armament.  Arrange- 
ments are  in  progress,  though  as  yet  they  are  very  imperfect, 
for  the  methodical  location  of  the  different  descriptions  of  force, 
so  that  in  case  of  need  their  assembly  and  their  mobilisation  may 
proceed  with  some  of  the  regularity  and  ease  we  admire  in 
Germany.  The  so-called  Intelligence  Department,  a  new  one 
in  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster-General  at  the  War  Office^ 
is  occupied  with  the  great  questions  affecting  the  distribution 
of  the  troops  and  materiel,  the  study  of  positions;  in  short,  all 
the  conditions  of  national  defence  according  to  the  means 
afforded  by  military  and  civil  resources.  The  education  of  the 
officers  of  the  army  has  received  the  proper  impetus  with 
regard  to  the  tactical  changes  suggested  by  improved  arma- 
ment and  the  contemplation  of  what  was  recently  effected  on 
the  Continent, — and  secondly  to  the  application  of  science  in 
the  exercise  of  their  profession.  The  results  as  shown  in  the 
regiments  are  satisfactory.  It  may  be  said,  then,  with  regard 
to  die  number  of  troops,  &c.,  which  have  been  cited,  to  the 
facts  of  their  training,  whether  we  consider  the  Regular  Army, 
the  Militia  or  the  Volunteers,  and  to  the  general  arraneements 
for  national  defence,  the  organisation  of  the  land  forces  has  now 
been  put  in  a  condition  to  afford  a  real  and  effective  support 
to  the  Navy  for  the  safeguard  of  these  islands ;  in  short,  that 
our  shores  are  now  sufficiently  guaranteed  against  the  chance 
of  such  aggression  and  insult  as  were  contemplated  in  the 
Duke's  letter.  The  precautions  he  demanded  in  vain  in  1847 
have  become  thoroughly  effective  and  have  an  enduring  form. 
Indeed,  the  proportions  they  have  assumed  are  much  in  excess 
of  what  he  ventured  to  ask  for,  and  are  ample  for  the  domestic 
purposes  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  garrison  proper  of  these  islands,  the  guarantee  from 
aggression  or  insult  of  the  coasts,  having  been  thus  fairly 
assured,  the  points  have  been  forced  into  prominence  the 
consideration  of  which  is  more  especially  the  object  of  this 
paper.  We  may  be  permitted  to  restate  them  for  the  sake  of 
exactness.  The  first  of  these  points  is  that  for  the  more 
assured  defence  of  our  homes,  for  the  maintenance  of  our  place 
in  Europe,  for  the  assertion  of  treaties  for  which  we  are 
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directly  or  impliedly  responsible,  we  should  have  the  means  on 
due  occasion  of  operating  with  weight  on  the  Continent,  that 
the  so-called  morsd  influence  of  Great  Britain  should,  as  the 
means  of  peace  and  good  faith,  be  supported  by  the  sanction  of 
organised  force,  the  known  existence  of  which  is  in  truth  the 
chief,  but  it  may  be  admitted,  by  no  means  the  only,  ingredient 
of  that  influence.  Till  a  few  years  back,  while  the  Continent 
and  this  country  were  still  in  process  of  recovery  from  the 
strain  of  the  wars  closed  in  1815,  we  were  content  to  rely  on 
the  moral  influence  resulting  from  the  success  of  that  prolonged 
and  desperate  wrestle  with  Napoleon.  Europe  was  in  a  state 
of  lassitude.  The  military  institutions  and  arrangements  of  all 
the  Powers  fell  more  or  less  into  the  condition  caused  by 
desuetude.  That  which  was  in  truth  weariness  was  believ«i 
by  many  to  mean  perennial  peace.  The  fear  of  the  British 
power  was  indeed  a  fact  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and 
through  that  consideration  we  were  content  to  slip  back  to  the 
condition  of  absolute  disarmament  which  has  been  already 
sketched.  When  Lord  Palmerston  pursued  a  policy  in  1840,* 
which  brought  us  to  the  brink  of  a  war  with  France,  he 
was  without  the  means  of  sending  ten  thousand  men  abroad, 
and  he  was  without  a  militiaman  at  home,  had  he  attempted 
to  denude  the  arsenals  and  Ireland  of  the  Guards  and  the 
Line.  Yet  he  carried  through  what  may  be  called  a  very 
ambitious  and  aggressive  policy,  his  reliance  being  on  the 
eflfect  produced  by  his  own  audacity  and  diplomatic  manage- 
ment or  moral  influence — a  few  ships  and  a  handful  of  marines. 
The  game  of  brag  succeeded.  But  such  things  do  not  happen 
twice — a  fact  to  which  probably  no  one  was  more  keenly  alive 
than  Lord  Palmerston  himself.  Then  came  the  gradual 
awakening  from  the  slumber  of  the  long  European  peace. 
The  great  wars  we  have  witnessed,  the  vast  territorial  changes 
which  have  occurred  before  the  eyes  of  this  generation,  the 
arming  of  the  nations  as  distinguished  from  the  military 
institutions,  the  standing  armies  of  the  last  century,  have 
placed  an  indelible  mark  on  the  history  of  the  time  we  live  in, 
and  compel  us  to  move  forward  with  the  European  system  of 

♦  In  that  year,  1840,  the  troops  in  the  United  Kingdom  were  as 
followfl : — 

Caralry  Artillery  Engineers  Infantry  Total 

7,190  4,118  544  38,624  50,476 

The  total  includes  Indian  depots  and  the  system  of  four*  Company 
depots  for  regiments  serving  in  the  Colonies,  which  certainly  did  not 
represent  military  force  for  external  purposes. 
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which  we  form  a  part.  We  cannot  forfeit  our  place  in  that 
system  if  we  would,  and  there  is  certainly  no  wish  to  do  bo. 
The  imputation  on  the  leaders  of  the  Liberal  party  that  they 
were  careless  of  these  political  and  moral  conditions  of  national 
life,  tiiat  they  were  willing  to  postpone  them  to  economical 
considerations,  however  imjust  that  imputation  was,  probably 
damaged  the  Liberal  cause,  and  aided  the  Conservative  re- 
action more  than  the  many  other  charges  and  allegations 
which  have  been  so  energetically  characterised  by  Mr.  Bright. 

The  second  matter  follows  naturally  on  the  foregoing  re- 
flections. Given  the  necessity  of  maintaining  our  ancient 
place  in  the  European  system,  it  being  granted  that  one  of  the 
primary  conditions  of  national  defence  is  the  power  to  strike  in 
return,  or  to  anticipate  attack  by  carrying  the  conflict  to 
other  scenes  than  those  represented  by  our  own  seas  and  shores, 
according  to  our  invariable  policy  whenever  war  has  been 
willingly  undertaken  or  has  been  forced  on  us,  the  question  is 
at  once  suggested  how  the  means  may  be  supplied  adequately 
to  meet  such  great  purposes,  without  inordinate  expenditure 
on  the  one  hand,  or  undue  subtraction  of  the  community  from 
the  aims  and  duties  of  industry.  In  this  is  comprehended  how 
the  army  proper  may  be  suddenly  swelled  to  a  war  establish- 
ment, such  being  the  object  of  a  system  of  reserves. 

The  third  point  is  similar  to  the  second  one  in  character,  but 
with  this  other  condition,  that  it  applies  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  so-called  peace  establishment,  as  well  as  to  the  supply  of 
armies  for  operation  abroad ;  in  short,  the  recruitment  of  the 
army  at  all  times.  As  frequently  remarked  by  His  Koyal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  the  army  is  in  a  transition 
state  with  reference  to  these  considerations.     Everyone  is  im- 

Eessed  with  their  surpassing  importance ;  everyone  with  any 
lowledge  of  public  affairs  is  aware  of  the  diflficulty  of  the 
problem  they  present,  wWle  there  is  a  general  unwillingness 
to  face  it.  To  use  the  Duke's  favourite  expression,  our 
measures  have  hitherto  been  tentative  only.  They  have  been 
conceived  in  an  uncertain  spirit.  Fear  of  constituencies,  fear 
of  party,  fear  of  the  House  of  Commons — in  short,  every  fear 
except  the  proper  one,  fear  lest  the  honour  of  the  country 
should  be  imperilled — seems  to  have  been  the  ruling  motive  in 
the  minds  of  public  men  when  the  consideration  of  the  mo- 
mentous question  has  been  approached.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
our  experimental  state  is  nearly  at  an  end,  and  that  in  future 
we  may  have  something  more  tiian  tentativeness  to  boast  of. 

It  may  now  be  observed  that  the  legislation  of  the  last 
eight  or  nine  years,  although  in  appearance  somewhat  decousu, 
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has  proceeded  generally  in  the  right  direction^  and  in  what  maj 
be  called  a  modem  sense. 

Thus,  by  the  Act  of  1867,  practical  form  was  given  to  the 
notion  of  Reserves,  an  entirely  novel  ingredient  in  the  military 
system.  The  Militia  Reserve  and  the  Army  Reserve  were 
then  created,  the  first  of  which  comprised  that  portion  of  the 
Militia  which,  for  certain  considerations,  was  ready  to  transfer 
its  services  to  the  Line  on  the  outbreak  of  war.  The  Act  of 
1869  gave  power  to  place  the  Militia  when  in  training  under 
the  general  officers,  and  to  attach  officers  of  the  Regular  force 
to  Militia  regiments.  Property  qualification  for  a  Militia 
commission  was  abolished.  This  was  the  first  great  step 
towards  the  more  thorough  identification  of  the  Militia  forces 
with  the  Line,  to  bring  it  under  the  central  authority  of  tlie 
War  Office,  an  operation  which  has  been  completed  since  1871, 
when,  by  the  Army  Regulation  Act,  the  lieutenants  of  counties 
were  divested  of  their  old  military  power  and  patronage.  Other 
Acts  which  it  is  unnecessary  more  particularly  to  notice  have 
all  tended  in  like  direction ;  viz.  to  promote  a  principle  of 
unity  for  Militia  and  Line  alike,  the  Royal  Warrants  which 
have  issued  in  consequence  and  the  measures  which  have  been 
taken  having  been  fair  and  loyal  exponents  of  the  aims  of 
Parliament 

Foremost  among  these  come  the  regulations  for  the  localisa- 
tion of  the  forces  in  1873,  the  importance  of  which  cannot  well 
be  over-estimated.  Although  the  new  system  is  not  as  yet  in 
full  operation,  its  principles  are  now  too  well  known  to  require 
much  illustration.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  each  brigade 
dep6t  or  centre  is  the  head-quarters  of  a  colonel  or  brigadier 
who  commands  all  the  infantry  of  the  auxiliary  and  reserve 
forces  within  the  sub-district,  and  has  the  superintendence  of 
the  recruiting  both  for  the  Line  and  for  the  Militia  battalions 
of  the  brigade,  and  the  charge  of  the  arms  and  stores; 
his  immediate  staff,  &c.,  being  composed  of  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  drawn  from  the  Line  battalions  affiliated 
to  the  centre  of  which  he  is  the  chief.  This  arrangement  has 
lately  been  rendered  more  thorough  by  the  order,  according 
to  which  the  officers  and  sergeants  more  especially  devoted  to 
the  instruction  of  the  Militia  are  men  in  their  prime  and  borne 
on  the  roll  of  Line  regiments.  Opportunities  are  afforded  for 
the  education  of  Militia  officers  in  the  baiTacks  of  the  Line. 
Analogous  arrangements  have  been  made  with  regard  to  the 
Militia  Artillery,  and  Yeomanry  Cavalry.  The  Volunteers 
fall  into  the  general  system  of  the  brigade  centres,  due  regard 
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being  had  to  the  necessities  and  peculiarities  of  their  system  of 
oijpnisation. 

When  the  bearing  of  these  reforms  is  properly  thought  out, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  Mr.  Hardy  was  justified  in  calling 
attention  to  the  great  changes  which  have  been  going  on  in 
recent  years.  For  ourselves  we  can  fairly  say  we  do  not 
desire  change  of  principle  or  departure  from  the  policy  which 
has  been  thus  briefly  described.  We  advocate  rather  adherence 
to  die  principles  which  have  been  adopted,  a  steady  and  weighty 
progress  in  the  direction  of  the  lead  thus  afforded,  a  view  ap- 
parently favoured  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  problem  is  then  before  us  how  best  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  (jommander-in-Chief,  to  provide  the  army  with  recruits 
of  the  proper  age,  that  is  to  say  of  men  capable  of  bearing  the 
fiitigues  of  war.  Hitherto,  as  is  but  too  well  known,  every 
sort  of  shift  has  been  tried  in  order  to  obtain  nominal  strength — 
in  other  words,  to  produce  the  numbers  voted  by  Parliament 
for  the  ranks  of  the  army.  For  this  purpose  we  have  been 
content  to  take  the  babes  and  sucklings  as  it  were,  the  beard- 
less boys  who  can  show  a  certain  number  of  inches  of  height, 
and  a  very  insignificant  measurement  round  the  chest.  After 
some  three  years  of  barrack  life,  military  pay,  and  good 
lations,  these  boys  grow  to  manhood  and  become  excellent 
soldiers.  In  the  meantime  the  State  has  paid  for  keep,  main- 
tenance, and  clothing  during  the  three  years  in  which  the 
boy-recruit  was  becoming  a  man.  Lord  Raglan  begged  that 
8och  boy-recruits  might  not  be  sent  to  him  in  the  Crimea,  as 
they  only  came  out  to  die.  Similar  representations  of  the 
strongest  kind  were  made  by  the  Indian  authorities  from  time 
to  time,  till,  at  the  instance  of  Loi*d  Sandhurst,  the  War  De- 
partment in  1871  yielded  to  the  cry,  prompted  by  humanity, 
and  forbade  henceforward  the  despatch  of  boy-recruits  to  India, 
whither  they  arrived  to  cumber  the  hospitals  and  to  find  early 
graves.  But  what  is  the  result  of  the  reform  as  bearing  on 
the  army  quartered  in  England  ?  The  regiments  at  home  are 
robbed  of  their  formed  men  to  fill  corps  in  India,  and  we  rely 
in  ereat  measure  on  the  boys  recruited  in  their  stead. 

ft  thus  comes  to  pass,  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  ^oung 
soldiers  in  the  ranks  of  the  regiments  and  dep6ts  serving  in 
the  United  Kingdom  are  in  truth  boys  who  are  kept  and  fed, 
till  the  age  of  manhood  having  been  reached,  they  are  deemed 
fit  for  foreign  service,  and  are  then  shipped  for  India  or  else- 
where. We  say  elsewhere,  because  in  these  days  of  very 
petty  demands  on  the  active  exertions  of  the  soldier  in  a  cam- 
paign, if  a  regiment  be  embarked  with  such  a  view,  many 
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other  re^^ents  or  battalions  are  tapped  and  caused  to  yield 
their  grown  men,  the  youngsters  of  the  embarking  regiment 
being  left  behind^  as  happens  in  the  case  of  the  half-a-dozea 
battalions  that  are  yearly  sent  to  India,  and  was  seen  in  fitting 
the  little  expedition  to  Ashantee  or  a  battalion  for  Hon^ 
Kong.  It  is  evident  that,  although  recourse  to  such  devices 
may  be  feasible  when  the  demand  on  the  War  Office  few 
battalions  is  at  the  minimum  resulting  from  a  state  of  pro- 
found peace,  such  a  system  must  fail  if  exposed  to  the  slight- 
est strain.  It  is  an  illusion,  a  deception,  a  sham  to  teU  the 
House  of  Commons  and  the  country  that  the  latter  possesses 
such  and  such  military  forces,  for  which  the  money  is  duly 
foimd  in  the  annual  estimates,  i^  whenever  a  battalion  is  re- 
quired for  foreign  service  in  India  or  elsewhere,  the  respon- 
sible executive  authorities  acting  on  the  knowledge  they 
possess,  and  under  compulsion,  denude  the  home  army  of 
what  really  constitutes  military  strength,  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  lads  who  no  longer  embark  to  ^  die  like  flies '  in  the  course 
of  ordinary  military  fatigue  because  of  their  youth  and  imma- 
turity. 

As  has  been  frequently  represented  when  our  army  was 
^mall  in  numbers  and  recruited  according  to  a  principle  of 
long  service,  we  could  afford  to  have  a  certain  proportion  of  such 
youngsters  in  our  ranks,  because  that  proportion  was  so  smalL 
feut  now  with  a  system  through  which  about  one-fourth,  or  at 
least  one-fifth,  of  the  men  are  quitting  the  ranks  every  year, 
it  is  plain  tlie  proportion  becomes  so  large,  that  the  forces  «t 
home  must  literally  be  swamped  with  the  number  of  lads  who 
are  not  fit  to  embark  and  are  not  allowed  to  embark  according 
to  the  rules  enforced  by  Parliament  in  1871.  The  result  has 
only  to  be  stated  to  carry  conviction.  But  it  is  practically 
seen  in  the  increasing  difficulty  experienced  by  the  War  Office 
in  meeting  the  Indian  demand,  petty  as  it  is,  and  unencum- 
bered by  any  necessity  to  provide  for  a  trouble  in  Ashantee  or 
China.  We  suspect  the  adjutant-general  and  the  generals 
exercising  separate  commands  could  tell  a  curious  tale,  if  they 
liked,  of  the  shifts  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  making  up 
the  annual  battalions  and  draf^  in  relief  for  India,  the  dis- 
location which  yearly  ensues,  the  consultations  as  to  the 
working  of  short  service  and  long  service,  the  effect  on  the 
Reserve,  and  so  forth.  No  imputation  or  blame  is  conveyed 
in  the  foregoing  words.  It  is  simply  the  statement  of  a  fact» 
the  result  of  unerring  causes.  The  military  authorities  have 
placed  on  them  a  burden  greater  than  they  can  bear.  We 
nave  reached  the  point  of  acting  on  the  principle  that  what- 
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ever  we  do  with  our  forces  at  home,  immature  boys  shall  not 
be  sent  abroad  for  Indian  or  war  service.  The  army  is  full 
of  boys,  and  is  yearly  becoming  fuller.  The  Joreign  demand 
for  mtii  must,  however,  be  met  by  the  executive  according  to 
the  fiat  of  Parliament.  But  further,  the  question  may  be 
asked,  whether  it  is  quite  fair  to  British  interests  proper,  to 
our  view  of  the  conservation  of  the  national  honour,  that 
every  regiment  serving  at  home  should  annually  be  robbed  of 
its  best  constituents,  and  that  we  should  be  left  with  battalions 
of  fledglings  to  face  European  complications  ?  The  question 
is  certainly  a  grave  one,  but  it  conveys  an  absolute  truth  and 
the  most  serious  warning,  according  to  the  conditions  at  pre- 
sent obtaining  in  the  British  army  for  the  supply  of  men  at 
home  and  abroad. 

It  is  to  be  recollected  that  we  rely  still  on  the  antiquated 
mode  of  recruitment  which  once  previuled  in  all  the  Continental 
countries.  The  so-called  voluntary  system,  of  which  some  of 
oar  politicians  are  so  fond  of  bragging,  is  really  the  most 
immoral  one  that  can  be  conceived.  It  is  the  devolution  of 
important  state  duties  on,  we  will  not  say  the  lowest  classes* 
bulon  those  who, from  want, inexperience,  or  early  irregularity! 
seek  a  livelihood  in  a  profession  which  has  ever  been  viewed 
with  singular  distaste  and  aversion  by  the  community  at  large. 

This  class,  gathered  for  the  most  part  from  the  large  towns, 
is  attracted  by  all  the  arts  and  the  falsehoods  of  the  recruiting 
sergeant.  In  a  modified  form  precisely  the  same  devices  pre- 
vail, the  like  expedients  are  employed,  the  like  traps  are 
deliberately  formed  to  catch  ^  the  flies  '  as  in  very  old  times. 
Unhappily,  among  ^  the  flies '  may  be  found  frequently  insects 
of  a  more  dangerous  and  doubtful  character.  It  is  the  interest 
of  the  recruiting  sergeant  to  get  any  lad  or  man  passed  pro- 
vided he  can  show  the  requisite  number  of  inches  of  height 
and  round  the  chest  required  by  the  very  moderate  stand^d. 
Consequently,  as  heretofore,  besides  being  the  receptacle  for 
those  in  want,  or  who  for  fault  of  conduct  in  early  life  are 
led  to  enlist,  the  army  becomes  the  refuge  of  jail-birds,  and 
occasionally  men  of  the  worst  antecedents.  It  is  true  in  these 
days  we  freely  discharge  men  of  bad  characters.  On  the 
odier  band,  there  is  not  the  slightest  check  on  the  entertain- 
ment of  men  of  this  description.  It  is  a  matter  of  daily  oc- 
currence to  see  men  re-enlisted  by  the  recruiting  sergeant  who 
had  been  previously  discharged  for  crimes  of  diflferent  kinds, 
mcloding  felony,  habitual  drunkenness,  insubordination,  and 
io  forth*  Hence  it  is  that  desertion  from  the  army  has  come 
to  take  the  rank  of  an  industry  among  the  lower  classes  of  our 
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towns.  Not  only  is  the  army,  but  the  population  at  large  is 
simply  debauched  by  the  immorality  of  the  system.  The  lad 
deserts  who  takes  a  disgust  because  he  considers  he  has  been 
originally  deluded  or  entrapped.  The  hardened  offender 
deserts  with  a  view  to  future  trading  on  the  advantage  of  en- 
listmenty  the  conventional  crime  of  fraudulent  enlistment  being 
thus  positively  devised  and  created  by  our  method  of  dealing 
with  the  people  for  the  purpo^  of  the  army.  And  this  is  the 
miserable  system  of  which  we  boast  when  we  thank  Gh>d  we 
are  not  as  other  nations,  and  do  not  enforce  national  dudes  on 
the  person  as  we  do  on  the  purse.  If,  however,  this  immoral 
and  shameful  system  were  successful,  if  it  supplied  the  wants 
it  is  meant  to  meet,  something  might  be  said  for  it.  But 
when  this  is  so  notoriously  not  the  case,  it  is  impossible  to 
understand  the  tenacity  with  which  men  dignified  with  the 
name  of  statesmen  can  hold  on  to  the  obsolete  and  rotten 
method ;  how  men  of  authority  can  get  up  gravely  in  Par- 
liament,  ignore  the  real  facts,  appeal  to  returns  which  in  truth 
are  only  useful  for  blinding  those  not  able  to  pierce  below  the 
surface,  and  talk  egregious  platitudes  about  the  history  of  the 
army.  And  to  such  miserable  and  unworthy  stuff  we  are 
annually  treated,  till  patience  is  fairly  exhausted. 

But  let  us  examine  this  matter  still  more  closely.  Evidence 
has  been  afforded  of  the  difference  of  the  demands  in  point  of 
numbers  made  on  the  country  for  military  purposes  in  these 
modem  times  as  compared  with  the  years  immediately  suc- 
ceeding the  Napoleonic  wars.  Thus  the  complete  requirement 
in  1835  was  101,000  men  for  the  army,  including  every  possible 
item,  there  being  no  Militia,  no  Volunteers,  and  the  vast 
development  of  police  in  the  United  Kingdom  which  we  now 
see  not  having  attained  the  proportions  of  these  days. 

Now  our  peace  demands  on  account  of  the  Army  proper 
amount  to  186,000  men,  that  is  to  say,  to  nearly  double  those 
of  1835.  It  follows  then  that  in  order  to  maintain  these 
numbers  effectively,  the  supply  of  recruits  must  be  at  least 
double  what  was  found  necessary  when  the  military  establish- 
ments were  on  the  scale  denounced  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
and  recognised  as  miserable  and  inadequate.  But  as  shown 
above,  this  by  no  means  represents  the  increased  difficulty, 
whether  as  regards  the  numbers  of  the  forces  or  the  means  of 
supply.  Thus,  in  a  system  of  long  service,  one  recruit  only  is 
wanted  on  an  average  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  years  for  those 
serving  in  the  ranks.  If  men  are  enlisted  for  six  years  we 
require  a  new  supply  of  one-sixth  of  the  establishment  every 
year  at  the  least,  or  say,  that  irrespective  of  death,  loss  by 
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desertion^  and  discharge  by  purchase,  the  battalion  undergoes 
renewal  at  the  expiration  of  every  sixth  year.  This  rough 
calculation  receives  a  reduction  in  the  fact  that  in  defiance  of 
the  system  according  to  which  reserves  are  ultimately  to  be 
formed,  many  men  are  led  to  enlist  on  a  sort  of  modified  long- 
lervice  scale,  while  a  proportion  is  induced  to  prolong  the 
original  term  for  which  they  enlisted  by  a  system  of  re-engage- 
ments. 

In  round  numbers,  however,  it  may  be^admitted,  provided 
there  be  no  official  diminution  of  establishment  to  assist  the 
executive  authorities  in  presenting  their  reports  to  Parliament, 
^  that  the  Army  is  complete,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
*  obtaining  recruits,'  we  should  be  able  to  lay  our  hands  every 
year  with  certainty  on  a  minimum  of  40,000*  men  of  full  age 
for  service  in  the  Artillery,  Cavalry,  Engineers,  and  Infantry, 
composing  the  British  Army. 

We  revert  to  1835  for  a  useful  comparison.  The  number 
of  recruits  raised  in  that  year  was  5,933  (see  the  Report  of  the 
Commission  on  Recruiting  held  in  1859).  In  all  the  country 
districts,  and  in  the  great  majority  of  the  large  towns,  the 
Militia  now  compete  with  the  Line  for  the  same  raw  materiaL 
It  is  true  that  many  lads  will  seek  the  Militia  who  are  not 
inclined  to  a  Line  service,  and  possibly  vice  versd.  In  the 
vilWes  and  country  towns  the  same  aversion  is  perhaps  not 
found  towards  the  former  among  the  old  people  as  towards  the 
latter.  But  on  the  whole,  speaking  broadly  and  compre- 
hensively, the  Militia  and  the  Line  compete  in  the  same 
dasses  to  fill  their  ranks  respectively.  This  is  a  fact  of  great 
importance,  which  cannot  too  steadily  be  borne  in  mind. 

■ — ■  Ti  ■^^■in-»-- ■  _ 

*  The  Parliamentary  returns  dated  April  1875,  and  entitled 
'Statistical  Tables  relating  to  Recruiting  for  the  Army  and  Militia,' 
ibowsthat  an  average  of  about  20,000  men  have  been  obtained  for  the 
Army  annually  in  the  seven  years  closing  with  1874.  During  this 
time  the  strength  of  the  Army  has  been  occasionally  reduced,  the 
demand  for  recruits  havin;^  been  diminitihed  proportionally,  and  the 
•o-called  Short  Service  System  with  the  result  of  early  discharge  has 
not  as  yet  come  into  operation.     This  takes  place  next  year. 

The  average  of  desei-ters  for  the  last  fotuiieen  years  is  shown  to 
stand  in  the  proportion  of  24  per  cent,  to  the  number  of  recruits 
obtuned  in  that  period. 

Recruits  joined  229,826.    Deserters  55,266. 

In  1874  the  acts  of  desertion  amoimted  to        .         .     5,572 
Rejoined  from  desertion 2,052 

Net  losses  by  desertion      ....    3,520 
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Therefore  the  Secretary  of  State  when  he  wishes  to  lay  his 
hands  on  his  40,000  recruits  annually  wanted  for  the  Line,  finds 
his  greatest  rival  in  another  force  also  under  his  direction^ 
which  numbers  140,000  men,  and  is  looking  foi  other  30,000^  or 
40,000  men  on  its  own  account ;  considerations  not  occurring 
to  the  War  Office  when  the  regular  forces  themselves  were  com- 
paratively slender,  but  little  exceeding  100,000  men  through- 
out the  empire,  the  Militia  being  non-existent. 

The  number  of  men  thus  wanted  yearly  for  the  two  de- 
scriptions of  force  i^  at  least  twelve  times  what  was  required  for 
recruitment  before  the  accession  of  the  Queen.  Yet  the  means 
of  raising  the  men  remain  identical,  although  there  may  have 
been  some  modification  and  redistribution  in  the  superior 
agency,  as  indicated  by  the  institution  of  the  brigade  centres, 
and  the  duties  assigned  to  the  commanding  officers. 

The  practical  question  requiring  settlement  at  the  hands  of 
the  State  having  been  thus  stated,  we  may  consider  some  of 
the  conditions  affecting  the  public  interests  and  those  of  the 
men  henceforward  to  fill  our  armies.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
reiterate  the  argiunent  so  often  pressed  home,  the  truth  of 
which  is  clear  and  obvious  to  all  except  the  obstinately  official 
mind,  that  unformed  lads  are  not  able  to  perform  the  hardest 
work  which  can  be  demanded  from  men,  a  definition  fairly 
enough  representing  the  labours  of  the  soldier  during  an 
active  campaign.  We  may  rest  satisfied  with  the  averment 
of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  on  this  point,  and  with  the  observth 
tion  of  Professor  Parkes,  who  does  not  consider  lads  Jit  even 
for  the  heavy  duties  of  peace  till  they  are  at  least  twenty  years 
of  age.  On  the  question  of  humanity  thus  started,  as  well  as 
the  result  of  inefficiency  following  on  the  admission  of  such 
lads  under  the  style  and  title  of  men,  no  more  remains  to  be 
said.  It  is  shown  on  indubitable  authority  that  such  young 
persons  cannot  do  what  is  asked  of  them,  the  calculation  of 
wastefulness  in  life  and  health  having  been  reduced  with  great 
oare  to  terms  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence. 

We  are  under  great  obligations  to  Sir  Lin  torn  Simmons,! 
the  late  governor  of  the  Royal  Academy  at  Woolwich,  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  worked  out  the  figures,  and  the 
patriotic  boldness  which  has  caused  him  to  present  them  to 
the  country.     By   these  figures  it  is  incontrovcrtibly  estab- 

♦  The  number  of  recruits  enlisted  for  the  Militia  in  the  year  1874 
was  29,831 ;  the  enrolled  strength  of  the  Force  being  short  of  the 
establishment  by  about  27,000  men. 

f  His  speech  at  the  United  Service  Institution  is  published  in  voL 
of  the  JournaL  • 
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liahed  that  a  cavalry  soldier  who  enli^ta  at  18  years  of  age, 
by  the  time  he  is  21  has  cost  236/.;  an  infantry  soldier  en- 
luted  at  the  former  age  has  had  about  126/.  spent  upon  him 
before  he  is  21 ,  that  is  before  he  is  fit  for  hard  work.     As 
observed  by  Sir  Lintom  Simmons,  the  money  thus  spent  on 
immature  boys,  if  distributed  properly  in  the  form  of  pay 
and  wages  to  men  of  full  age^  would  go  far  to  settle  the 
difficulties  of  recruitment  on  the  voluntary  principle.     The 
General  then  shows  that  the  boys,  miscalled  men,  who  joined 
the  Army  before   the  age  of  20  in  1873  cost,  exclusive  of 
training  expenses,  741,037/.,  or  what  would  have  amounted 
to  5(/.  a  day  being  *  added  to  the  pay  of  every  man  enlisted 
'  for  the  whole  period  of  his  Army  Service.'     This,  however, 
by  no  means  completes  the  case.     The  recruits  thus  painfully 
and  extravagantly  obtained  disappear  by  wholesale.     Of  the 
25,568  recruits  enlisted  in  1871,  6,289  or  267  per  1,000  had 
vanished   from  the   ranks    in   one    way   or    other   in   1873. 
Sknilar  allegations  affect  other  years,  the  fatal  unpopularity  of 
the  Service  under  existing  conditions  being  thus  convincingly 
poved.    The  men  are  absolutely  lost.    They  are  none  of  them 
in  the  Reserve.     The  money  loss,  as  stated  by  our  witness,  is 
indeed  the  least  part  of  the  difficulty,  as  affecting  the  future  of 
the  Army.     The  so-called  old  soldiers  pursue  a  like  course, 
and  show  their  disgust  by  dieliberately  sacrificing  the  prospec- 
tive advantage  of  pension  already  secured  to  them  by  twelve 
years'  service.     Others  buy  their  dim^arges  in  vast  numbers. 
The  men  discharged  from  the  Atmy  during  the  last  five  years 
Bay  be  thus  classified : — 

Discharged  after  twelve  years'  service     .         .         .6,110 

InvaHds 19,642 

Discharged  by  purchase 12,088 

By  iDdidgence 5,703 

Bad  characters 8,044 

Deserters 17,947 

69,534 

Pensioned,  or  gone  to  the  Reserve .         .         .         .     11,442 

Died 11,381 

Left  from  unassigned  causes 7,547 

99,854 

It  may  then  be  said  that  as  one  result  of  our  system,  the  last 
five  years  have  produced  nearly  70,000  men,  who  are  persuading 
the  community  to  have  nolliing  to  do  with  the  Army,  they 
being  persons  who  have  tried  aiid  know  it. 
It  is  evident  from  the  above  exposition  that  our  system  of 
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recruitment,  while  it  fiEolB  in  every  manner  adequately  to 
supply  our  wants,  produces  a  dissatisfied  army,  a  determina- 
tion to  quit  the  ranks  among  vast  numbers  who  have  joined, 
legally  if  they  can  afibrd  to  purchase  discharge,  or  ill^ally  if 
they  cannot,  this  being  frequently  effected  by  the  commission 
of  lelony  with  a  view  to  ultimate  discharge  after  the  sentence  of 
the  magistrate  or  the  court-martial  shall  nave  been  completed. 
The  desire  to  quit  the  Service  is  doubtless  prompted  by  various 
causes.  The  first  is  the  rate  of  wages,  the  second  the  wish  of 
the  family  at  home,  and  the  third  is  the  expediency  in  the 
eyes  of  the  man  himself  of  returning  to  his  trade  or  industry 
before  he  has  lost  the  results  of  his  early  teaching  in  the  field 
or  apprenticeship  in  the  shop.  And  this  brings  us  to  many 
important  considerations  affecting  the  community  at  large  in  a 
manner  almost  of  a  kind  analogous  to  the  results  produced  on 
the  men  themselves. 

A  lad  of  eighteen  has  not  completed  his  apprenticeship  to  a 
trade  or  industry.     If  he  is  engaged  in  agriculture  he  is  still 
treated  as  a  learner,  and  he  receives  only  boy's  wages.     The 
various  exi)eriences  which  would  make  him  a  finished  farm 
servant,  or  journeyman  gardener,  are  wanting.    Consequently 
such  a  recruit  on  joining  the  army  forfeits  the  advantage  of  the 
previous  very  incomplete  training  he  may  have  had  in  a  trade 
or  industry  of  whatever  kind ;  in  short,  he  forgets  what  he  has 
learnt  practically  in  the  factory,  the  workshop,  the  warehouse, 
or  the  field,  aud  he  learns  to  be  a  soldier  instead.     By  the 
time  he  is  a  finished  soldier,  that  is  to  say  when  he  is  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  supposing  him  to  have  enlisted  at  the  aver- 
age age  of  eighteen  years,  he  is  supposed  to  leave  the  ranks 
and  go  to  the  Reserve  on  a  pay  of  4^.  per  diem.     He  then 
discovers  that  while  acquiring  the  art  of  soldiership  he  has 
entirely  lost  such  little  skill  as  he  may  have  possessed  in  his 
original  calling  before  he  enlisted.     But  still  further,  he  en- 
listed so  early  that  the  habits  of  work  and  industry  have  never 
been  formed  in  him,  such  habits  being  in  truth  the  chief  stock 
in  trade  of  tlie  working  man.     It  is  reasonable  to  infer,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  a  man  who  had  acquired  an  art,  or  served 
a  All!  apprenticeship  in  any  trade,  industry,  or  calling  before 
ho  enlisted,  would,  on  his  discharge  from  the  army,  or  being 
posted  to  the  Reserve,  revert  willingly,  indeed  joyfully,  to  the 
I)raotIoo  of  his  youth.     This  accords  with  the  positive  ex- 
porionco  we  find  in  the  nmks.     Thus,  a  man  who  is  a  fair 
workman  hardly  ever  fails  when  in  a  raiment  to  put  his  ac- 
oomplishments  to  profit,  whether  as  tailor,  shoemaker,  car- 
pontor,  or  gardener.     It  is  found,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
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those  who  have  not  previously  learnt  an  Industry  in  civil  life, 
either  will  not  or  cannot  acquire  one  in  the  ranks,  notwith- 
standing the  modem  attempts  in  all  our  regiments  to  induce 
them  to  do  so. 

The  truth  is  the  details  of  soldiership  require  much  labour 
and  time  for  due  mastery.  There  are,  besides  the  calls  of  duty, 
the  attendance  at  the  re^mental  school,  the  inevitable  parade, 
Ae  requirements  of  military  smartness  and  cleanliness.  It  is 
ahnost  too  much  to  expect  from  young  human  nature,  to  hope 
that  under  such  circumstances  the  youthful  soldier,  not  pos- 
sessing the  requisite  advantages  of  skill  and  habit,  will  submit 
to  the  drudgery  of  an  industrial  apprenticeship  to  which  he  is 
not  compelled  by  the  necessities  of  existence.  Owing  to  such 
causes  as  have  been  mentioned,  the  want  of  settled  habits  of 
industry  before  he  enlisted,  the  British  soldier  is  unhappily 
known  in  Europe  as  the  worst  and  laziest  worker  in  the  front 
of  the  enemy,  presented  by  modern  armies.  In  the  most 
essential  condition  of  soldierly  efficiency,  the  use  of  the  spade 
and  the  pick,  whether  for  his  own  protection  or  the  prosecution 
of  siege  works,  the  British  soldier  is  inferior  to  the  German, 
the  Frenchman,  and  the  Russian,  and,  as  we  learn  from  the 
history  of  the  American  war,  to  the  vast  volunteer  armies 
hitely  put  on  foot  in  the  United  States.  Therefore,  because 
he  was  invited  to  become  a  soldier  with  the  title  of  man  when 
he  was  still  a  boy,  he  is  thrown  entirely  on  such  artificial  re- 
sources as  he  acquires  in  the  military  profession.  But  he  as 
entirely  loses  the  means  of  self-support  when  he  shall  quit  that 
profession,  and  even  while  he  is  an  active  member  of  it  he  fails 
in  most  important  soldierly  qualities  because  of  the  too  early 
interruption  of  his  civil  career  before  his  enlistment. 

If  we  trace  his  progress,  we  find  that  the  lad  thus  en- 
listed for  the  army  at  eighteen  is  transferred  to  the  so-called 
Reserve,  in  which  he  is  supposed  to  be  ready  for  action  if  the 
anny  should  be  mobilised  for  service  in  the  field.  He  is 
then  in  a  state  of  forced  inaction ;  he  is  thrown  on  his  own 
resources,  his  retaining  fee  being  4cf.  a  day  paid  quarterly ; 
he  has  no  means  of  seli-support ;  the  little  he  learnt  as  a  mere 
lad  has  left  him.  ^liat  is  the  consequence  ?  The  strong  man 
of  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  at  his  very  prime,  is  certain 
to  become  an  idler.  He  quickly  degenerates ;  he  is  soon  a 
casual,  a  tramp,  an  inmate  of  workhouses  or  other  places  of 
refuge.  A  man  may  have  been  gathered  to  the  military 
reserve,  but  be  has  oeen  lost  to  the  respectable  part  of  the 
community.  While  recruiting  the  reserve  army  of  Her 
Majesty  he  is  also  a  recruit  to  the  army  of  destitution  and 
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crime.  If  the  soldier  re-engage^  as  it  is  termed^  after  the  first 
six  years  of  service  in  the  ranks  are  at  an  end,  it  is  but  pnttmg 
off  the  evil  day.  At  the  end  of  his  twelfth  year  of  service  he 
is  even  more  unable  to  provide  for  himself  in  civil  life  than  he 
was  at  the  end  of  his  sixth  year.  It  may  be  further  said,  with 
absolute  certainty,  that  if  the  service  of  the  ordinary  soldier  be 
prolonged  till  he  has  completed  twenty-one  years  in  the  ranks, 
he  is  still  more  incapable  of  self-support,  because,  in  addition  to 
his  strongly  confirmed  habits  of  soldiership  and  barrack  help- 
lessness, his  health  is  that  of  a  prematurely  old  man,  he  having 
been  shaken  by  tropical  service  and  night  duties  during  the 
years  of  his  strength  and  early  manhood.  In  short,  the  longer 
a  man  serves  in  the  army  the  less  competent  is  he  to  earn  his 
bread  when  he  quits  it,  the  more  certain  is  he  to  become  a 
tramp  or  a  beggar,  or  to  fall  even  lower  still,  if  he  have  not 
some  industry  to  fall  back  on,  of  which  the  elements  were 
acquired  solidly  before  he  became  a  soldier. 

The  consequences  here  stated  are  not  theoretical  deductions. 
The  facts  have  been  verified  by  care&l  observation.  We  are 
credibly  informed  by  those  who  have  personally  watched  the 
going  and  coming  of  soldiers  since  their  discharge  with 
reference  to  the  refuge  places  for  the  destitute  provided  by 
large  cities,  that  the  fate  above  described  largely  overtakes 
great  numbers  of  them.  Indeed  it  must  be  so  when  we  know 
what  these  men  are,  and  how  totally  incapable  of  industry 
because  of  early  enlistment,  of  absence  of  apprenticeship,  of 
the  non-formation  in  youth  of  habits  of  work  and  constancy  in 
labour.  The  fate  of  the  man  who  has  thus  served  in  the  army, 
who  has  been  deprived  of  the  power  of  ultimately  earning  a 
livelihood  by  the  means  taken  to  act  upon  him  while  he  is  yet 
a  child  in  years,  should  indeed  come  home  to  the  national 
conscience.  If  that  be  dull  it  may  be  possible  to  approach  it 
through  the  nerves  of  the  pocket.  The  subject  is  one  which 
may  be  fairly  commended  alike  to  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury, 
and  to  those  guardians  of  our  interests  who  watch  ovm" 
parochial  rates.  Sir  Lintom  Simmons  has  shown  us  the  pecu- 
niary loss  inflicted  on  the  Treasury  by  the  system  hitherto  pur- 
sued ;  and  we  find,  if  the  history  of  the  soldier  be  followed 
after  his  discharge,  the  expense  attendant  on  the  violation  of 
economical  principles  still  continues,  though  now  it  is  shifted 
from  the  public  exchequer  to  the  parishes  or  other  charitable 
institutions,  and  to  those  nameless  means  of  national  waste, 
want,  and  misery,  which,  though  not  apparent  in  Parliamentary 
returns,  are  none  the  less  pregnant  with  evil  to  national 
resources  and  individual  welfare.     It  is  evident  that  while  the 
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German  conscript  of  twenty  or  twenty-one  years  of  age  may 
have  reasonable  cause  of  grievance  with  regard  to  his  enforced 
servicey  the  latter  does  not  commence  till  he  has  learnt  a  trade 
or  industry.  He  is  not  exposed  to  the  certainty  of  want  in  his 
dd  age.  The  country,  whether  directly  or  indirectly,  is  not 
under  any  obligation  or  inducement  to  support  him  unless  he 
shall  have  received  wounds  in  war,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  it  should. 

Let  us  recapitulate.  The  so-called  voluntary  system,  as 
now  pursued,  of  army  recruitment  for  the  regular  army,  fails 
to  supply  men  in  sufficient  numbers  for  a  peace  establishment. 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  it  must  &il  in  time  of  war.  It 
always  has  failed,  whatever  the  devices  resorted  to,  the 
failures  having  been  most  flagrant  when  men  were  enlisted  for 
long  periods  or  for  life.  The  result  of  the  present  system  is  a 
discontented  army,  as  shown  by  the  eager  desire  to  leave  it 
among  great  numbers  of  the  recruits  and  the  old  soldiers,  that 
desire  being  met  legally  by  a  large  proportion  and  illegally 
by  those  without  sufficient  means  for  the  purpose.  Hence  the 
enormous  expense  in  keeping  up  the  numbers  of  a  peace  estab- 
lishment. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  men  are  condemned  to  want  and 
b^gary  by  a  system  of  enlistment  which  attracts  lads  before 
they  have  completed  an  apprenticeship  or  acquired  habits  of 
industry.  It  is  believed  by  the  community  at  large  that  the  army 
is  the  receptacle  of  jail-birds,  thieves,  and  men  who  have  irre- 
trievably lost  character.  Hence  degradation  of  H.M.'s  service 
in  the  popular  esteem,  and  one  chief  cause  of  the  aversion  it  is 
held  in  by  the  lower  sections  of  the  middle  classes  of  the  towns 
and  by  the  labouring  classes  in  rural  district.  The  crimes  of 
desertion  and  fraudulent  enlistment  have  been  matured  into 
regular  industries. 

The  peace  establishment  of  the  present  day  is  nearly  double 
what  it  was  in  the  old  time  of  long  enlistments,  and  if  the 
Militia  be  added  to  the  Line  in  the  computation  of  the  force 
Parliament  declares  must  be  maintained  at  a  given  strength, 
it  is  more  than  treble.  In  addition  we  have  the  Volunteers 
and  a  largely  extended  system  of  rural  and  town  police,  each 
force  being  a  cause  of  deduction  from  the  classes  occasionally 
famishing  recruits. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  estimate  the  yearly  demand  on  the 
population  for  the  raw  material  with  which  the  ranks  of  the 
niilitary  service  are  filled  by  recurrence  to  the  past,  by  any 
attempt  of  comparison  between  the  wants  of  the  system  of 
forty  years  ago  and  the  wants  of  the  system  of  the  present 
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Where  one  mao  was  then  wanted  it  is  obvious  that  from 
)  fifleen  are  wanted  now. 

e  case  having  been  thus  stated,  it  remains  for  ns  fairly  to 
ler  what  remedies  are  open  to  the  War  Office,  what  it 
16  in  the  power  of  that  oGSce  to  effect,  what  may  be  ex* 
at  witii  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the  community  and  the 
tte  of  public  opinion.  In  the  first  place,  let  us  he  quite 
on  one  point.  A  few  years  ago  a  notion  prevailed  re- 
Qg  the  introduction  into  our  military  institutioDS  of  t 
n  of  conscription  analogous  to  that  obtaining  in  Germany, 
was  perhaps  unfortunate  because  advantage  was  taken  of 
iCt  by  the  late  Minister  of  War  to  attribute  views  to  his 
lents  in  order  to  help  him  in  denying  serious  conmderation 
I  very  difficult  problem  placed  before  him.  It  may  here 
once  placed  on  record  Uiat  we  have  no  such  views — ihts 
>n  being  not  only  our  own,  but  fortified  in  a  very  rematk- 
nanner  by  the  results  of  the  lai^e  discussion  held  at  the 
id  Service  Institution  on  the  question  of  army  recruit- 
Sir  Lintom  Simmons'  speech  was  in  support  of  the 
sition  that  the  means  of  inducement  for  the  institution 
horoughly  effectiTe  system  of  voluntary  enlistment  were 
>  means  exhausted.  In  this  be  was  followed  by  all  the 
able  and  most  influential  officers  who  took  part  in  the 
e. 

t  while  uncompromising  on  tliis  p<nnt,  viz.  that  then 
1  be  no  tampering  with  the  voluntary  principle  with  re- 
»  to  the  ranks  of  the  Regular  Army,  a  different  language 
properly  be  held  when  we  advert  to  the  ranks  of  the 
la.  To  this  we  are  r^ad  to  observe  Mr,  Gatfaome  Hardy 
s  no  objection,  but,  on  the  oontrmry,  admits  in  the  speech 
)y  quoted  that  he  considers  this  power  of  forced  colist- 
,  commonly  called  the  ballot,  a  store  which  should  re- 
al the  disposal  of  the  executive  Government.  We  are 
il  satisfied  with  this  admission,  a  great  advance  on  any 

that  we  recitllect  as  having  proceeded  from  Mr.  Hardy's 
oessor.  The  principles  on  which  the  anny  recraitment 
>lK>sed  to  re^t  are  as  follows : — 

'St  Tlat  the  i^nlistment  shall  be  absolutely  volnntary. 
XHiilly.  That  it  shall  proceed  <hi  a  principle  of  what  is 
I  sbivrt  service,  that  is.  of  six  years  in  the  Banks  and  six 
in  the  Roscrve. 

inlly.  That  the  s«rvioe  in  the  Ranks  may  be  prolonged 
die  c>»ixl-wiU  of  superitir  authority, 
anluy.  That  a  certain  proportion  of  men  may  be  entei^ 
t  on  a  principle  of  what  is  called  long  service — which 
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meaDB  twelve  jears  in  the  Ranks  in  the  first  instance^  with  the 
power  of  prolonging  the  term  to  twenty-one  years. 

Fifthly.  The  men  are  enlisted  when  they  can  be  induced  to 
Berre — me  nominal  minimum  age  of  the  recruit  being  eighteen 
years. 

Attention  is  now  invited  to  what  has  been  previously  ad- 
Tanced  regarding  the  inefficiency  caused  in  a  military,  in  a 
civil,  and  in  a  social  point  of  view,  by  taking  the  recruit 
at  80  early  an  age  as  eighteen  for  the  ranks  of  the  army. 
It  is  obvious  that  what  may  be  very  prejudicial  in  a  mili- 
tary and  a  social  sense  when  applied  to  the  Army  Proper, 
loses  its  force  when  we  speak  of  the  Militia.  Thus  the  lad 
who  enlists  at  seventeen  or  eighteen  in  the  former  while  in- 
capable of  performing  the  heavy  duties  of  war  or  even  of 
peace,  also  loses  the  chance  of  completing  his  apprenticeship 
to  an  industry,  or  of  acquiring  habits  of  labour  which  in  after 
life  might  provide  him  with  a  livelihood.  In  the  Militia,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  recruit  is  not  exposed  to  any  undue  fatigue. 
He  is  only  for  two  months  with  his  regiment  during  the  year, 
the  result  being  to  him  that  during  the  other  ten  months  he  is 
engaged  at  his  proper  calling,  whether  it  be  trade,  manufactur- 
ing industrj',  or  field  labour.  Consequently,  between  the 
years  of  eighteen  and  twenty-one  he  has  not  only  acquired  his 
manufacturing  or  industrial  skill,  but  he  is  besides  so  much  the 
gainer  because  of  the  orderly  habits  entailed  by  the  necessity 
of  obedience  to  military  command  and  authority  according  to  a 
reasonable  system,  and  of  the  physical  development  following 
on  his  martial  exercises.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
note  that  whilst  being  partially  trained  as  a  soldier,  he  is  at 
the  same  time  securing  the  means  of  future  livelihood,  in  a 
manner  of  which  the  very  young  Line  recruit  is  deprived.  It 
follows,  then,  that  whereas  it  is  in  a  military  and  a  social 
sense  improper  to  enlist  the  Line  soldier  before  he  is  twenty- 
one,  it  is  not  only  proper,  but  it  is  highly  advantageous  to 
take  the  Militia  recruit  at  the  earliest  a^e  at  which  he  is 
capable  of  bearing  arms.  Here,  then,  is  the  first  distinction 
between  the  Militia  soldier  and  the  Line  soldier,  who  have 
hitherto  been  treated  as  if  the  terms  were  identical. 

The  next  distinction  is  this.  The  Militia  soldier  is  in  the 
position  of  the  half-skilled  and  half- taught  artisan  who  must 
from  the  nature  of  things  remain  in  that  condition  of  imper- 
fection. The  Line  soldier,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  skilled 
artisan,  to  maintain  whom  at  his  highest  pitch  of  efficiency 
is  the  object  of  the  supreme  authority  of  the  army.  Since 
the  introduction  of  the  rifled  musket  for  the  Infantry,  of  the 
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modern  improvements  of  gunnery  in  the  Artillery^  and  of  the 
enlarged  education  for  the  Army  generally,  the  view  jiist  stated 
has  received  a  most  considerable  and  practical  development. 

It  would  seem  to  follow,  then,  that  the  distinction  obtaining 
between  the  Militiaman  and  the  Line  soldier  should  find  a 
clear  expression  in  the  difference  of  the  respective  emoluments 
oi  the  two.  Surely,  if  the  Militia  recruit  is  worth  a  shilling  a 
day  while  serving,  the  accomplished  rifleman  in  the  vigour  of 
his  manhood,  who  performs  any  deadly  duty  that  may  be  re- 
quired of  him,  is  worth  at  least  half  as  much  again,  or  probably 
a  great  deal  more,  according  to  the  laws  which  govern  supply 
and  demand,  and  the  performance  of  good  work  in  all  other 
trades  and  industries. 

If  we  proceed  a  little  further,  we  see  that  the  so-called  short 
service  does  in  point  of  fact  bind  the  army  recruit  in  the  first 
instance  for  six  years.  Surely  a  distinction  might  be  made  in 
the  amount  of  pay  to  the  boy  of  eighteen  and  that  which  is 
awarded  to  the  full-grown  man  of  twenty -one.  A  farmer  or  a 
manufacturer  pays  a  boy  as  a  boy.  The  State,  on  the  other 
hand,  in  its  nulitary  capacity  puts  men  and  boys  on  a  par, 
which  is  insufficient  for  the  man,  though  it  may  be  more  than 
enough  to  conmiand  the  time  and  the  very  imperfect  service  of 
the  lad,  who  is  still  gristle  and  does  not  know  his  business. 

It  seems  to  us,  then,  that  we  should  do  far  better  to  have  a 
real  short  service  in  the  Line  ranks  of  three  years,  commenc- 
ing  not  before  the  twenty-first  year  has  been  passed,  such  an 
amount  of  pay  being  guaranteed  as  might  hold  out  a  fair 
inducement  and  approximate  the  earnings  of  the  private  soldier 
to  that  of  labour  somewhat  more  skilled  than  the  work  of  the 
ordinary  farm  servant.  We  should  then  get  over  the  social 
difficulty  of  committing  men  to  the  ranks  of  the  army  before 
they  have  thoroughly  learned  an  industry  or  trade,  we  should 
ensure  the  presence  of  men  who  are  capable  of  military  fatigue, 
we  should  simply  abolish  the  crimes  of  desertion  and  fraudulent 
-enlistment,  and  we  should  strike  at  the  root  of  the  competition 
for  the  same  raw  material  between  the  Militia  and  the  Line. 

It  must,  however,  be  admitted  that  with  regard  to  obvious 
considerations  of  the  public  expenditure,  the  question  as  here 
suggested  cannot  be  treated  solely  as  one  of  money.  We  must 
consider  the  sources  of  recruitment  at  the  same  time  that  we 
strongly  advocate  a  superior  payment  for  the  full-aged  soldier 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Army. 

We  believe,  then,  that  the  whole  of  the  recruiting  as  originally 
executed  by  the  Brigade  depots  should  be  carried  out  in  favour 
of  the   MUitia  only.      Competition  should  cease  absolutely 
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between  the  detached  recruiting  parties  of  the  Line  and  the 
MiUtia.  The  former  should  all  be  drawn  in.  It  is  well  known 
that  not  only  in  war  time,  l»ut  that  in  every  year  certain  drafts 
of  recruits  for  the  Line  are  obtained  by  volunteering  from  the 
Militia  ranks.  With  Lord  Sandhurst,  we  ask  that  this  practice 
which  is  now  occasional  and  fitful  should  be  systematised.* 
We  consider  that  on  the  annual  training  of  each  Militia  regi^ 
ment  coming  to  an  end,  it  should  receive  an  intimation  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  percentage  of  volunteers  he 
expects  from  it,  the  volunteering  being  stimulated  by  what  we 
hope  to  see,  the  increased  pay  of  the  Line,  and  a  bounty  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  the  Army. 

Xo  man  should  be  allowed  to  volunteer  from  the  Militia 
who  had  not  completed  his  twenty-first  year,  and  his  previous 
Militia  service  should  be  allowed  to  count  towards  pension  in 
case  he  should  prolong  his  active  service  to  twenty-one  years 
as  a  non-commissioned  officer.  The  volunteers  snould  in  the 
first  instance  volunteer  for  three  years  in  the  Ranks  and  a 
term  in  the  Keserve,  with  power  to  change  to  a  longer  term 
of  the  former  with  the  consent  of  authority,  the  reserve  service 
not  being  indispensable  if  the  volunteer  prefer  not  to  bind 
himself  to  it. 

Generally  speaking,  the  Artillery  Militia  regiments  would 
furnish  volunteers  for  the  Artillery,  and  the  Infantry  for  the 
Line  Infantry.  But  each  corps  on  the  occasion  of  volunteer- 
ing might  be  asked  for  Cavalry  volunteers  according  to  pro- 
fessional conditions.  In  order  to  meet  the  objections  that  the 
large  towns  provide  many  recruits  who  are  not  likely  to  seek 
the  Militia  ranks,  while  the  latter  will  not  alone  suffice  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  Army  without  rendering  themselves  inefficient^ 
we  suggest  that  the  system  of  engaging  recruits  at  the  head- 
quarters of  regiments  of  Cavalry,  oi  brigades  of  Artillery, 
and  Infantry  battalions  be  largely  encouraged  as  used  to  pre- 
vail, and  we  hope  still  does,  at  the  head-quarters  of  the  division 
of  Royal  Marines. 

The  men  so  entertained  should  not  be  passed  without  the 
approval  of  commanding  officers  and  regimental  surgeons, 
the  first  condition  being  that  of  full  a^e,  viz.  twenty-one  years, 
and  ample  physical  development.     Such  men  being  of  full 

*  Some  three  years  ago,  when  the  Kilkenny  regiment  of  Militia  was 
about  to  be  dismissed  from  its  annual  training,  an  Australian  emigra- 
tion agent  appeared  in  the  barrack -yard  to  see  what  number  of  men  he 
could  pick  up  for  his  own  purposes.  The  remark  occurred  to  more  than 
one  observer  of  this  phenomenon,  that  the  men  who  were  thus  alliured 
to  the  wilds  of  Australia  might  more  fittingly  have  passed  into  Her 
Majesty's  Line  regiments  on  proper  terms. 


*  ^ 
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age  should  be  enlisted  for  three  years  in  the  first  instance 
and  subsequently  in  the  Reserve,  with  power  to  prolong  the 
first  term. 

These  are  the  broad  principles  on  which  we  would  carry  out 
the  recruitment. 

A  real  Short  Service  in  the  ranks  of  the  Army  after  man- 
hood has  been  attained. 

A  longer  service  in  the  Militia,  which  may  commence  in  the 
years  of  youth,  viz.  at  from  seventeen  to  eighteen  years.  The 
abolition  of  rivalry  between  the  Militia  and  the  Line  for  the 
same  raw  material.  But  that  the  Militia  shall  be  the  channel 
in  which  the  young  recruit  may  spend  his  early  years  of  soldier- 
ship, and  through  which,  if  he  likes,  he  may  pass  to  the  more 
fixed  military  career  of  the  Army  and  to  the  Reserve  with  the 
encouragement  of  authority. 

That  such  a  system  be  completed  by  a  well-organised  prac- 
tice of  headquarter  recruiting  in  the  several  corps  of  which 
the  Army  is  composed. 

We  shall,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  at  once  asked.  What  are 
you  to  do  with  India  and  your  regiments  in  the  Colonies  ? 

To  this  the  answer  is,  the  difficulty  must  be  met  logically. 
You  choose  to  rely  on  the  voluntary  principle  for  the  comple- 
tion of  your  armies.  That  being  so,  the  principle  must  be 
followed  to  its  practical  conclusion.  However,  this  concession 
may  be  made  to  the  objection,  viz.  that  when  a  soldier  is 
abroad  he  must  continue  to  serve  on  the  expiry  of  his  en- 
gagement, as  if  such  engagement  had  not  expired,  till  the 
usual  season  of  relief,  or  invaliding,  has  arrived.  In  like  man- 
ner if  on  active  service  of  any  kind  whatever  before  an  enemy 
in  arms  against  the  Crown,  no  man  should  be  able  to  avail 
himself  of  the  expiry  of  his  enffagement  without  the  sanction 
of  the  general  commanding  the  forces. 

But,  with  these  two  limitations,  we  conceive  that  the  Army 
being  founded  on  the  idea  of  short  service  and  the  voluntary 
principle,  it  is  incumbent  on  our  authorities  to  give  the  latter 
fair  play,  and  not  to  bind  a  man  for  longer  terms  in  hot,  dis- 
agreeable«  or  even  pestilential  climates  than  we  are  prepared 
to  do  with  the  men  serving  at  home.  This  consideration  is 
invariably  evaded  when  the  question  is  officially  discussed.  It 
se^ns  to  us  that  when  a  regiment  is  leaving  India  for  Eng- 
land, the  men  should  be  invited  to  prolong  their  service  in  the 
regiments  remaining  in  the  country,*  en  bloc,  according  to  a 


*  It  is  well  known  to  all  experienced  officers  that  the  soldier  who 
has  passed   some  years   in  Indian  service  is  unsuited  to  service  at 
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plan  which  once  prevailed,  but  for  some  reason  or  other  was 
subsequently  modified  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  men  as  well 
as  to  the  loss  of  the  State.  The  men  might  be  asked  thus  to 
extend  their  service  for  any  period,  viz.  from  one  year  to  five, 
liberal  bounties  being  apportioned  in  consideration  of  each 
year  thus  volunteered  for.  Good  health  and  decent  character 
should  be  the  conditions  insisted  on  by  the  State,  and  a  proper 
disposal  of  the  bounties  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  soldier ; 
part  being  put  into  his  hand,  and  part  invested  in  the  savings'^ 
bank,  for  future  payment  with  accumulated  interest,  when  tine 
time  of  discharge  or  transfer  to  the  Beserve  has  arrived. 

Similar  measures  might  be  pursued  with  every  healthy  well- 
behaved  soldier,  who  being  in  India,  or  abroad  elsewhere, 
might  complete  his  third  year  of  service  in  the  ranks ;  that  is 
to  say,  he  should  be  induced  voluntarily  to  prolong  his  service 
for  sufficient  value.  A  large  proportion  of  the  men  would  be 
willing  enough  to  listen  to  the  inducement,  which  should  be 
liberal  in  pecuniary  terms,  and  varied  as  regards  duration  of 
engagement  to  meet  the  particular  wishes  of  individuals.  Thus 
one  man  might  wish  to  ensure  a  round  sum  by  making  a  long 
engagement  of  five  years,  while  for  another  one  year,  or  two, 
or  three,  would  suffice.  There  can  be  no  reason  whatever  why 
the  shorter  time  should  not  be  admitted  as  well  as  the  longer 
<me,  the  limitations  with  reference  to  State  necessity  being 
held  in  view. 

We  believe  that  such  simple  means  would  dispose  of  the 
whole  of  the  Indian  difficulty  as  regards  the  application  of  a 
real  Short  Service  system  according  to  a  proper  application  of 
the  voluntary  principle.  We  have  in  this  matter  to  consider 
the  Soldier  as  we  should  the  Officer  in  analogous  circumstances. 
The  tenure  of  service  of  the  latter  has  always  been  thoroughly 
voluntary  in  practice  as  well  as  in  principle.  In  the  ranks  we 
have  what  in  practice  is  a  sham,  although  the  voluntary  prin- 
ciple is  brandished  like  a  fiag  before  our  eyes  by  those  who 
themselves  are  shy  of  acting  on  it  in  their  own  persons,  and  by 
the  statesmen  who  do  not  choose  to  close  with  the  difficult  task 
they  are  bound  to  execute.  In  truth  a  man  who,  whether.by 
accident,  through  corruption,  or  of  his  unbiassed  free  will,  has 
forfeited  the  disposal  of  his  person  for  a  long  term  of  years,  his 
contract  being  one  from  which  he  cannot  liberate  himself  ex- 
cept through  a  disbursement  beyond  his  means,  is  as  sorry  an 


home.  The  habits  contracted  by  the  men  in  the  former  have  unfitted 
them  for  the  latter.  They  are  imhappy  and  discontented  accordingly 
in  British  barracks  and  camps.  * 
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example  of  a  *  Voluntary  Principle '  as  it  is  well  possible  to 
meet. 

This  has  become  obvious  to  the  recruit,  who  has  learnt  to 
assert  himself  by  wholesale  breach  of  contract.  To  encounter 
this  successfully,  it  has  been  thought  expedient  to  resort  to  a 
modified  idea  of  short  service  in  the  ranks,  viz.  six  years.  The 
term,  however,  is  found  to  be  too  long  if  free  will  is  to  be 
observed,  if  the  man  is  to  be  a  voluntary  soldier  in  practice  as 
•well  as  in  principle  like  his  officer.  Therefore,  we  say,  boldly 
grapple  with  your  difficulty.  Act  firmly,  logically,  and  con- 
clusively on  the  principle  to  which  you  declare  your  adherence, 
viz.  the  voluntary  principle.  Let  that  adherence  be  shown  by 
the  adoption  of  real  and  positive  short  service  in  the  first 
instance  by  the  man  of  full  age,  by  the  resolute  abstention 
from  the  unworthy  arts  of  the  Line-recruiting  sei^ant,  by 
recurrence  to  the  free  will  of  the  old  disengaged  soldier  when 
he  is  in  India  or  other  foreign  parts,  by  distinction  of  induce- 
ment between  the  half-trained  Militia  lad  and  the  fuU-aged 
Line  soldier ;  by  appeal,  in  short,  to  those  facts  and  sympathies 
bv  which  all  trades  and  industries  are  supported,  which  cannot, 
like  the  Army,  seek  a  national  exchequer  on  which  to  rest. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  in  a  paper  of  this  kind  we  can 
enter  much  into  detail.  We  may,  however,  appeal  to  Sir  Lin- 
torn  Simmons'  argument  and  to  his  figures  for  a  convincing 
proof  that  there  is  nothing  financially  alarming  in  the  pro- 
posals which  have  been  hazarded.  The  question  before  us  is 
by  no  means  insoluble.  It  is  to  be  resolved  partly  by  that 
proper  ^plication  of  the  national  resources  suggested  with 
sucn  patriotic  earnestness  by  the  accomplished  general  officer 
we  have  quoted,  and  partly  by  administrative  reforms  in  the 
adaptation  of  the  official  means  at  our  disposal  through  which 
unity  may  come  to  take  the  place  of  diversity,  and  competition 
for  die  same  raw  material  may  be  caused  to  disappear  among 
those  who  are  in  truth  constituents  of  the  one  service  of  the 
Crown. 

This,  however,  may  be  said.  Just  as  it  is  right  that  the 
skilled  infantry  Line  soldier  should  be  better  paid  than  the  half- 
trained  Militia  one,  so  it  is  but  common  sense,  if  viewed  from 
the  industrial  standpoint,  that  the  cavalry  man  should  be  much 
better  paid  than  the  infantry  Line  man,  and  tbat  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  trained  gunner  and  engineer  should  rise  in  pro- 
portion. In  short,  following  the  example  of  all  trades  and 
industries,  every  man  should  be  paid  according  to  his  deserts 
and  the  class  of  work  he  does. 

With  regard  to  her  Majesty's  Guards,  it  may  be  borne  in 
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mind  we  must  pay  for  appearance,  size,  and  conduct  in  diffil*- 
cult  circumstances,  as  for  other  commodities.  Just  as  a  six- 
foot  London  footman  commands  higher  wages  than  his  country 
compeer  of  five  feet  six,  so  the  corps  cPelite  of  tall  men 
should  be  so  well  cared  for  as  to  make  discharge  from  one  of 
the  battalions  of  Guards  the  first  of  punishments.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  pay  them  as  high  as  the  Police  for  this  purpose, 
for  the  men  are  younger  and  without  families. 

And  now  a  few  words  may  be  permitted  on  the  point  of  the 
soldier's  emoluments.  It  is  the  fashion  of  military  financiers  to 
lump  together  the  different  advantages  possessed  by  the  soldier 
—lodging,  rations,  medical  attendance,  daily  pay — and  then  to 
say  he  is  better  off  than  if  he  had  remained  a  aay  labourer  of 
some  sort.  Even  in  figures  this  calculation  fails  if  the  com- 
parison be  made  with  the  price  of  labour  in  many  counties 
and  probably  in  all  the  large  towns  in  the  three  kingdoms. 
But  there  is  an  element  for  consideration  which  escapes  the 
attention  of  the  military  financier,  or  advertisers  of  War  Office 
benefits  to  the  public  Thus  the  soldier,  at  least  the  unmarried 
one,  finds  much  of  his  money  is  in  general  spent  for  him  under 
authority.  His  accounts  show  him  the  owner  of  a  shilling  a 
day,  besides  rations,  barracks,  &c,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is 
a  fair  question  whether  on  the  average  he  obtains  throughout 
the  year  more  than  sixpence  a  day  out  of  the  shilling.  This 
will,  of  course,  vary  in  different  regiments  according  to  the 
idiosyncrasies  of  commanding  officers,  but  we  believe  the 
assumption  is  not  far  wronsc  that  one  of  the  chief  disscusts  of 
the  young  soldier  is  the  dilM>yer7  how  little  ready  mtney  he 
can  dispose  of,  and  that,  although  comfortably  lodged  and  fed, 
he  cannot  overcome  his  disappointment  on  being  made  practi- 
cally aware,  that  in  a  crude  pecuniary  sense,  he  is  not  so  well 
off  as  when  he  took  his  daily  dinnei*s  under  a  hedge  and  lodged 
as  he  best  could.  This  is  not  said  in  blame  of  what  goes  by 
the  name  of  the  regimental  system,  but  merely  to  show  how 
it  is  the  shoe  pinches,  that  the  rates  of  pay  are  really  insuffi- 
cient, whether  they  be  tried  with  reference  to  the  value  of  the 
time  of  the  men  as  measured  by  other  industries,  or  by  the 
rude  but  by  no  means  unpractical  tests  applied  by  the  men 
themselves. 

This  article  has  already  extended  to  so  great  a  length  that 
but  a  bare  allusion  can  be  made  to  the  great  question  of 
Iteserves.  There  can  be  no  doubt  they  should  be  made  effisc- 
tive,  and  should  have  the  habit  of  assembly,  of  comine  to  call 
at  the  brigade  centre  to  which  they  are  affiliated.  Drul  is  not 
wanted  for  such  old  soldiers  as  those  who  have  passed  into  the 
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Beserve,  But  the  habit  of  assembly  In  military  form  and  of 
publicly  acknowledging  their  obligations,  is  an  imperative 
necessity,  if  the  institution  is  to  be  raised  from  the  state  of 
sham  in  which  it  now  exists,  if  the  objects  of  the  retaining  fee 
are  to  be  secured. 

Each  Beserve  soldier  should  receive  the  full  pay  and  advan- 
tages of  the  branch  to  which  he  belongs,  during  such  time  as 
he  may  be  taken  from  his  ordinary  avocations,  in  addition  to 
the  retaining  fee,  or  daily  fourpence.  We  are  without  the 
data  which  would  warrant  the  utterance  of  an  opinion  on  the 
sufficiency  of  the  fee,  and  as  to  whether  the  term  of  six  years 
be  too  long.  These  are  points  of  the  utmost  consequence 
which  should  be  very  seriously  considered  by  the  War  (Office. 

It  being  our  earnest  desire  to  see  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
full-grown  Militiamen  gradually  transfer  their  sei*vices  to  the 
Line,  we  should  wish  while  making  the  Army  Beserve  a  reaUty, 
generally  to  induce  the  Militia  Beserve  by  handsome  bounties 
to  inaugurate  the  new  system  and  to  become  Line  soldiers,  and 
then  to  dispense  with  it.  The  request  might  be  put  to  them 
to  commence  on  a  three  years'  term  in  the  ranks,  with  the 
other  conditions  which  have  been  already  indicated.  Were 
the  existing  Militia  Beserve  so  applied  we  should  have  an  in- 
valuable element  for  the  recruitment  of  our  Indian  battalions 
without  again  committing  ourselves  to  the  ruinous  depletion  of 
our  Line  regiments  serving  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  all  the 
men  of  full  age  and  sufficient  physical  development  on  account 
of  Indian  demands. 

Finally,  we  would  suggest  that  during  times  of  peace  and 
while  Militia  regiments  are  merely  called  out  for  training,  and 
are  not  embodied  for  service,  they  should  as  much  as  possible 
be  treated  as  territorial  bodies,  and  except  on  very  rare 
occasions  never  moved  out  of  their  respective  counties.  It  is 
a  terrible  mistake  to  treat  these  half-trained  corps  as  if  they 
were  thoroughly  finished  and  perfect  Line  regiments:  a  greater 
blunder  than  the  association  of  them  with  the-  Army  JProper 
in  the  mimic  campaign  and  very  great  fatigues  of  the  so-called 
Autumn  Manoeuvi*es  can  hardly  be  conceived.  The  regiments 
are  not  prepared  by  previous  instruction,  the  men  are  not 
hardened,  there  is  not,  there  cannot  be,  the  required  discipline 
for  the  successful  encounter  of  the  difficulties  and  positive 
hardships  incidental  to  such  a  trial.  The  results  are  seen  of 
intense  disgust  in  the  districts  which  furnish  the  men.  Be- 
cruiting  either  stops  or  is  very  seriously  interfered  with. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  know  from  our  experience  of  1854-55 
how  thoroughly  efficient  these  battalions  become  after  an  em- 
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bodiment  of  six  or  even  four  months.  They  are  then  as  fit  as 
Line  regiments  for  any  kind  of  military  fatigue.  The  course 
we  condemn  is  the  attempt  to  make  children  run  before  they 
can  walk,  which  saps  the  popularity  of  the  force,  and  is  there- 
fore fatal  to  easy  recruitment. 

That  which  we  recommend  is  the  reasonable  one.  It  main- 
tains the  local  popularity  of  the  Militia.  The  surrounding 
communities  are  freed  from  alarm.  The  inducement  to  enlist 
is  not  weakened.  If,  as  we  hope  to  see,  the  latent  military 
feeling  of  the  country  is  developed  in  favour  of  the  army  by  a 
practical  and  easily  intelligible  system,  the  Militia  becommg 
the  first  great  feeder  of  our  Line,  the  enormous  importance  of 
the  foregoing  considerations  cannot  fail  to  attract  the  attention 
of  authority.  It  is  a  simple  but  by  no  means  a  small  matter 
which  was  for  a  long  time  the  subject  of  misconception,  the 
latter  being  aided  perhaps  not  a  little  by  the  desire  in  high 
quarters  a  few  years  back  to  produce  theatrical  effects.  In 
this  country,  at  least,  such  effects  finally  end  in  ridicule  and 
exaggerated  misappreciation. 

Our  task  is  done.  We  proposed  to  set  before  the  public  the 
wants  which  have  grown  upon  us  in  the  gradual  changes  of 
the  last  forty  years.  These  wants  have  been  shown  on  indispu- 
table evidence  to  be  at  least  twelve  times  greater  than  waa  the 
case  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  reign.  These  wants 
must  continue  to  increase,  yet  the  old  obsolete  means  of  sup- 
plying them  remain  almost  identical  with  what  prevailed 
two  hundred  years  ago ;  there  being  in  tliis  a  strange  and 
fatal  distinction  between  ourselves  and  all  other  nations  of  the 
modem  Europe  in  which  we  live.  Other  countries,  be  they 
right  or  wrong  in  their  views  of  military  extension,  act  firmly 
on  such  views,  adapt  means  to  end,  or,  to  use  the  language  of 
the  philosopher,  they  have  since  the  wars  of  the  First  French 
republic,  since  the  campaign  of  Jena,  and  more  especially 
smce  the  reigning  Emperor  of  Germany  became  King  of 
Prussia,  persevered  in  *  the  continuous  adjustment  of  internal 
*  relations  to  external  relations '  in  the  arrangement  of  their 
modem  system  of  defence.  It  is  in  vain  for  us  to  say  whether 
they  are  right  or  wrong.  Their  point  of  departure  may  not  be 
such  as  we  may  approve,  but  this  is  beyond  our  control.  It 
remains,  then,  for  us  to  carry  out  our  *  continuous  adjustment ' 
according  to  the  principles  on  which,  as  declared  by  all  our 
leading  public  men,  the  country  is  determined  to  rest.  The 
means  of  execution  have  been  indicated. 

Until  a  solid  system  of  recruitment  based  on  the  voluntary 
prindi^e   according   to   an   engagement    of    Short   Service^ 


74 


The  Two  Amperes. 


Jan. 


sufficiently  paid  to  establisli  the  reality  of  the  prindple  has 
been  developed ;  until  the  shameful  conventional  crimes  of 
desertion  and  fraudulent  enlistment  have  been  abolished^  not 
by  punishment,  which  is  impossible,  but  by  a  remodification 
which  shall  substitute  co-operation  for  competition  and  ruinous 
rivalry  between  two  branches  of  the  Service  of  which  the  one 
is  the  legitimate  feeder  of  the  other ;  until  the  Army  Reserve 
shall  have  assumed  a  positive  and  effective  reality,  there  should 
be  no  intermission  of  that  movement  so  long  and  gallantly 
persevered  in  by  Lord  Elcho,  and  pursued  with  such  success 
in  the  discussions  of  last  year  in  and  out  of  Parliament. 


Art.  III. — 1.  Journal  et  Correspondance  de  Andre^JMarte 
Ampere.     Publi&  par  Mme.  H.  C.     Paris:  1872. 

2.  Andre^ Marie  Ampere  et '  J eari' Jacques  Ampere.  Corre- 
spondance et  Souvenirs  (de  1805  k  1864).  Recueillis  par 
Madame  H.  C.     Paris  :    1875. 

3,  Madame  Recamier  ;  icith  a  Sketch  of  the  History  of  Society 
in  France.     By  Madame  M  *  ***•  *.     London :   1862. 
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SAYING  is  current  ampng  Roman  Catholics  that  there  is 
no  Purgatory  for  France ;  the  French  being  either  too 
ood  for  the  need,  or  too  bad  for  the  efficacy,  of  the  purifying 
Plenty  of  contrasting  examples  in.  point  wUl  imme- 
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diately  start  up  from  history  to  confirm  this  proverb,  and,  if  we 
judge  our  neighbours  correctly,  the  readiness  with  which  they 
will  endorse  it  may  be  taken  as  a  further  proof  of  its  truth. 
But,  in  sober  earnest,  there  is  nothing  more  difficult  than  for 
one  nation  fairly  to  judge  of  another.  What  lies  on  the  sur- 
face will  ever  be  only  superficially  judged;  the  deeper  strata 
are  seldom  laid  bare  to  investigation  or  comprehension.  As  a 
rule  it  may  be  admitted  that  the  distinguishing  merits  of  the 
French  and  English  races — like  the  distinguishing  beauties  of 
the  sister  arts — lie  in  their  very  differences ;  and  hence  are  the 
less  amenable  to  mutual  sympathy  and  intelligence.  We 
puzzle  our  French  brethren  in  one  way ;  they  us  in  another. 
We  chill  them  by  the  undemonstrativeness  of  our  social  habits ; 
they,  in  some  measure,  shock  us  by  the  laxity  of  theirs.  Our 
home-strictness  is,  or  has  been,  our  national  pride;  their 
warmth  of  friendship  their  national  charm.  Accordingly,  by 
a  natural  inversion,  all  true  pictures  of  French  inner  Ufe,  by 
the  strength  and  fidelity  of  the  friendships  they  record,  are 
singularly  calculated  to  touch  and  even  reprove  us.     And  in 
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no  instance  hare  these  feelings  been  more  winningly  and 
patheticallj  exhibited^  and  at  so  small  an  expense  of  our  more 
rigid  notions^  than  in  the  biographies  of  the  distinguished 
father  and  son  now  before  us. 

Andr^Marie  Ampere  and  Jean- Jacques,  his  son — both  of 
them  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  many  yet  living — were 
men  who  may  be  said  to  have  divided  between  them  a  large 
area  of  nature's  richest  gifts.  The  highest  qualities — those  of 
the  heart — they  held  in  common ;  in  intellectual  endowment 
each  more  liian  supplied  what  the  other  lacked ;  along  most 
paths  of  mental  supremacy  they  walked  proudly  and  lovingly 
nand  in  hand ;  in  those  where  they  parted  company  each  had 
the  culture  and  sympathy  to  appreciate  the  aim  of  the  other. 
In  temperament  they  were  much  alike — sensitive,  ardent,  and 
devoted ;  with  the  tenderness  of  women,  the  guilelessness  of 
children,  the  naivete  of  genius.  From  earliest  years  both  had 
the  same  insatiable  cravings  for  light  and  truth ;  the  father,  the 
great  physiologist  and  mathematician,  elaborating  the  most 
subtle  laws  of  nature  and  the  abstrusest  problems  in  mathe- 
matics; the  son,  with  the  poetic  faculty  highly  developed, 
dealing  with  the  problems  of  ancient  languages,  history,  and 
literature,  and,  in  works  of  imagination,  with  the  phenomena 
of  the  human  heart.  Each  was  equally  irresistible  and  inex- 
haoBtible  in  charm  of  conversation ;  each  equally  generous,  im- 
pulsive, and  blundering  in  matters  of  business ;  and  each  loved 
the  other,  if  not  with  deeper  warmth,  yet  with  far  greater 
e&usion  than  our  repressive  habits  between  fathers  and  sons 
c?er  exhibit.  These  volumes  under  every  view  are  a  well  of 
the  deepest  interest.  The  first  of  the  three,  which  appeared  in 
1872,  consisting  like  the  rest  in  letters  and  journals,  gave  the 
earlier  years  of  the  father's  history ;  comprising  his  gifted  and 
darkened  boyhood,  the  idyllic  period  of  his  love  and  marriage, 
and  that  bereavement  winch  at  twenty-nine  years  of  age  left 
him  writhing  under  the  stroke  of  widowhood.  This  earlier 
volume  may  not  be  sufficiently  fresh  in  the  memory  of  the 
reader  for  us  to  dispense  with  a  slight  outline  of  its  contents. 

Andr6-Marie  Ampere,  the  only  son  of  respectable  citizen 
parents,  was  bom  at  Lyons  in  1775.  The  south  of  France, 
and,  notably,  the  city  of  Lyons^  has  sent  forth  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  most  eminent  Frenchmen  of  later  times,  and  the 
Sang  boy,  by  his  thirst  for  knowledge,  soon  gave  evidence  of 
birthriffht  in  this  respect.  Mathematics  and  geometry  took 
the  lead  m  the  keen  and  almost  universal  appetite  of  the 
infantine  mind.  He  thought,  reasoned,  and  calculated  while 
other  children  were  at  play.    For  such  a  mind  there  was  small 
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question  of  iDstruction  from  others,  nor  could  any  power  have 
arrested  the  instinct  by  which  he  instructed  himself  He 
simply  devoured  every  scientific  book  on  which  he  could  lay 
his  little  hands — the  *  Encyclopedic '  from  beginning  to  end ;  and 
when  recovering  from  failure  of  strength,  easy  to  have  pre- 
dicted, and  tenderly  denied  the  materials  for  undue  applica- 
tion, he  managed  to  work  his  problems  with  no  other  appliance 
than  little  bits  of  biscuit.  The  father,  a  man  of  no  ordinary 
type,  unable  to  check,  did  his  best  to  guide.  Finding  that  hw 
son  cared  less  for  classic  than  for  scientific  studies,  he  suffered 
him  to  follow  his  own  bent.  And  when  the  boy,  then  eleven 
years  old,  raised  a  cry  of  passionate  despair  on  finding  that  the 
works  of  Euler  were  in  a  language  to  which  he  had  not  the 
key,  the  father  interpreted  them  for  him. 

But  if  Andre-Marie  Ampere  ranks  on  the  same  level  with 
the  great  thinkers  and  explorers  of  natural  phenomena  who 
preceded  and  were  contemporary  with  him,  he  diflTered  from 
them  in  one  important  respect.  Such  men  as  Newton, 
La  Place,  Cuvier,  Davy,  retained  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life 
the  common  sense  of  commoner  men.  They  knew  the  material 
value  of  the  travail  of  their  brains,  were  becomingly  jealous  of 
its  offspring,  and  naturally  ambitious  of  its  prizes.  But 
Ampere  had  none  of  those  lower  qualities  which  direct  and 
protect  the  higher  gifts.  Every  pursuit  with  him  was  in  turn 
an  object  of  headlong  ardour,  before  which,  till  he  had  followed 
it  to  the  utmost  limits  of  the  human  capacity,  all  other  things 
had  to  give  way.  What  some  men's  lower  passions  are  to 
them  Ampere's  brain  was  to  him — he  knew  not  how  to 
restrain  its  impetuous  desires.  But  when  the  mental  chase 
had  fairly  run  down  and  captured  what  he  coveted,  he  had  no 
idea  of  hoarding  the  prize.  Anyone  might  rifle  the  contents  of 
the  precious  *  bag.'  In  French  phraseology  he  was  *  un  putts 
*  ouverV  His  nature,  accordingly,  while  one  of  the  noblest 
and  most  unselfish  ever  created,  was  at  the  same  time  one  of 
the  unwisest  and  least  self-asserting.  Unguarded  by  the 
usual  egotisms  ;  unamenable  to  the  usual  cautions ;  incapable 
alike  of  husbanding  for  worldly  use  the  most  arduously  earned 
discoveries,  experience,  or  money ;  and  true  to  himself  in 
all  these  respects  from  childhood  to  grey  hairs,  Andr6-Marie 
was  an  object  of  perpetual  wonder,  admiration,  and  respectful 
compassion  to  all  competent  to  understand  him.  In  these 
facts,  doubtless,  may  be  found  the  cause,  otherwise  inexplicable, 
why  the  fame  of  such  a  mind  has  not  spread  more  widely  in 
proportion  to  its  depth. 

Upon  this  sensitive  and  unprotected  nature  there  fell  in  his 
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early  youth  a  blow  so  crucial  in  intensity  as  to  overthrow  its 
balance.  M.  Barthelemy  de  St.  Hilaire  has  given  to  the 
world  the  posthumous  writings  of  the  great  physicist^  edited  by 
his  son,  under  the  title  of  '  Les  deux  Ampere.'  But  it  is  to 
Madame  Henriette  Cheuvreux — one  of  those  devoted  friends 
whom  Frenchmen  are  so  fortunate  as  to  attach — to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  a  short  notice  of  the  grandfather  who  properly 
heads  the  touching  group  of  *  Les  trois  Ampere.' 

The  life  of  that  good  man  fell  upon  the  evil  limes  of  the 
Great  Revolution.  In  the  year  1793  he  filled  the  post  of 
Juge  de  Paix  in  Lyons,  and  during  the  excesses  which  dis- 
tracted that  city,  stood  courageously  forth  on  the  side  of  order. 
When  the  revolutionary  bands  entered  the  city  after  the  siege, 
he  became  one  of  the  first  victims  to  their  revenge.  Some  of 
his  letters  addressed  to  his  wife  from  his  prison,  signed  ^  Jean- 
*  Jacques  Ampere ,  epoux,  pere,  amiy  et  citoyenfidilej  have  been 
preserved.  A  passage  about  his  son  shows  his  paternal  fore- 
sight :  *  Quant  d  mon  Jilsy  il  rCy  a  rien  queje  rCattende  de  luiJ* 
A  few  hours  after  this  was  penned  he  mounted  the  scaffold. 
This  judicial  murder  of  the  father  well-nigh  killed  the  son,  then 
only  just  eighteen.  A  dormant  state  of  the  brain  ensued, 
which  probably  saved  his  life.  For  fully  a  year  he  existed  in 
a  semi-idiotic  condition,  spending  his  time  out  of  doors,  list- 
lessly scraping  together  little  heaps  of  earth.  The  first  thing 
that  roused  him  effectually  was  that  which  not  unseldom  has 
been  the  recreation  of  the  profoundest  minds — namely,  the 
study  of  botany.  Rousseau's  letters  had  fallen  into  his  hands, 
and  he  threw  himself  into  the  pursuit  with  the  ardour  and 
exactness  which  in  all  things  characterised  him.  Next  came  a 
fit  of  classic  enthusiasm,  inspired  by  the  Latin  poets.  The 
language  was  soon  mastered,  and  the  heart-stncken  lad  wan- 
dered about  the  country,  Avith  his  hands  full  of  wild  flowers, 
murmuring  verses  from  Horace.  The  passion  for  the  classics 
now  kindled  the  poetic  spark  in  himself.  Between  1795  and 
'97  he  threw  out  an  exuberance  of  poetical  creation — tragedies, 
songs,  madrigals,  an  epic  on  Columbus ;  all  shoAving,  as  might 
have  been  expected,  more  facility  and  fertility  than  sense  of 
art  He  also  mastered  Greek  and  modern  languages,  studied 
physiology,  chemistry,  philosophy — thus  laying  those  founda- 
tions on  which  twenty  years  later  he  based  a  new  classification 
of  the  whole  cycle  of  sciences.  At  the  same  time,  while 
teaching  himself  he  earned  his  own  and  his  mother's  bread  by 
teaching  others. 

We  now  approach  the  sweet  May-time  of  his  chequered  life. 
His  mother  lived  in  the  country,  at  Polemieux,  near  Lyons, 
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and  at  the  end  of  his  laborious  week  he  would  spend  the 
Sunday  with  her.  There,  in  the  vicinity,  he  fell  in  witii  a 
family  of  the  now  better-known  name  of  Carron  ;  the  youngest 
of  whom  was  a  daughter,  Julie  by  name.  This  young  girl, 
calm,  modest,  and  beautiful,  with  simple  good  sense  and  not  a 
spark  of  romance,  was  predestined  to  attract  and  to  suit  a 
young  man  of  Ampere's  stamp.  She  had  already  committed 
havoc  in  that  way  with  certain  Lyonese  savants^  but  no  one 
had  yet  prevailed  with  her  to  leave  her  family.  The  coast 
was  therefore  clear,  and  Andr€- Marie  entered  the  lists  with 
his  usual  impetuosity  and  awkwardness.  From  this  time  he 
kept  a  journal — far  too  foolish  and  pretty  to  be  literally 
quoted  in  these  pages, — on   the   fly-leaf  of  which  the  word 

*  amoruniy  superfluously  plural,  was  inscribed.  This  tells  how 
he  first  saw  Julie ;  how  she  lent  him  a  book ;  how  he  found 
her  in  the  garden  and  tried  to  speak,  but  was  sternly  *  rem- 

*  hourre  '  {Anfflice, '  shut-up ').  The  chief  incidents,  indeed,  arc 
the  frequent  shuttings-up  inflicted  on  a  shy  young  lover, 
sighing  like  furnace,  who  never  knows  when  to  take  leave, 
and  sometimes  has  to  be  told  twice.  But  in  due  time  the 
reward  of  patience  falls  to  his  share.  In  short,  it  becomes 
necessar}^  to  consider  the  state  of  life  in  which  Andr^-Marie 
could  hope  to  maintain  a  wife.  Julie  and  her  family  had  not 
the  remotest  conception  of  the  order  of  mind  mth  which  they 
were  dealing,  their  only  idea  of  appropriately  utilising  a  great 
mathematical  genius  being  that  he  should  engage  in  the 
business  of  an  agent  de  change.  It  is  true  the  lessons  he 
gave,  or  was  ready  to  give,  in  chemistry,  mathematics,  Latin, 
Italian,  what  not  ? — were  not  so  remunerative  as  le  commerct^ 
while  Julie's  health,  after  the  birth  of  her  child,  began  to  re- 
quire more  than  those  devices  could  supply.  On  this  account 
Ampere  accepted  the  Professorship  of  Physics  at  Bourg, 
twelve  leagues  from  Lyons,  even  though  it  involved  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  tenderly  attached  young  couple ;  for  JuUe's 
health  forbade  her  accompanying  him.  This  separation  gave 
rise  to  a  correspondence  more  sane  than  the  journal,  and 
equally  as  pretty.  At  once  a  reflex  of  tender  hopes  and  fears, 
of  petty  economical  details,  and  lofty  intellectual  aspirations, 
both  husband  and  wife  are  seen  in  it  as  in  a  mirror.  Ampere 
ever  blundering,confessing,musing, divining — always  working; 
Julie  gently  chiding,  reminding,  guiding,  and  managing.  He 
using  part  of  the  linen  she  had  carefully  mended,  for  stoppers 
to  his  chemical  instruments ;  unsewing  the  lining  of  his  coat 
for  unheard-of  purposes ;  or  destroying  his  blue  stockings  and 
new  pantalons   with  what   Julie  calls   *  ce  maudit  acide  qui 
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*  Ifule  touV  She  ever  anxious  that  he  should  go  tidily  dressed, 
and  not  forget  to  eat  his  meals,  or  lock  up  his  bureau.  But 
through  all  these  domestic  trifles  there  rise  from  time  to  time 
the  earnest  and  dignified  accents  of  such  profound  thought  as 
few  minds  have  been  capable  of  sustaining :  — 

*  Seven  years  ago,  my  Julie,  a  problem  of  my  own  invention  oc- 
cnrred  to  me,  which  I  was  not  able  to  solve  in  a  direct  manner. 
Accidentally  I  hit  upon  its  solution,  and  was  convinced  of  its  accuracy, 
without  being  able  to  demonstrate  it.  This  haunted  my  mind,  and 
twenty  times  did  I  seek  to  see  my  way,  but  without  success.  For  the 
last  few  days  the  idea  has  haunted  me  everywhere;  and,  at  last,  I 
know  not  how,  I  have  found  the  solution,  and  with  it  a  crowd  of  novel 
and  curious  suggestions,  bearing  on  the  theory  of  probabilities.  As  I 
believe  that  there  are  few  mathematicians  in  France  who  could  work  the 
problem  in  less  time,  I  cannot  doubt  that  its  publication  in  the  form  of 
a  brochure  of  some  twenty  pages  will  be  a  good  way  of  helping  me  to 
a  chair  of  mathematics.  This  small  work  of  pure  algebra  will  be  ready 
the  day  after  to-morrow.' 

And  again: — 

*  I  made  an  important  discovery  yesterday  regarding  the  theory  of 
pltj  ...  I  am  preparing  to  insert  it  in  the  same  work,  which  it  will 
not  greatly  increase.  I  am  pretty  sure  it  will  give  me  a  place  in  the 
Lyc^  for,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  there  is  no  mathematician  in 
France  (I  repeat  it)  capable  of  such  a  work.  I  tell  you  all  this  just  as 
I  think,  but  you  must  tell  it  to  no  one.' 

Thus  arose  his  work  entitled  ^  Considerations  sur  la  Th^orie 
*da  Jeu' — a  subject  attempted  by  BuflTon  and  others,  but 
never,  it  is  acknowledged,  so  solved  before.  It  cost  him  infi- 
nite anxiety  lest  tlie  idea  should  have  been  in  any  way  fore- 
stalled. But  he  was  soon  satisfied  on  that  point.  One  of  the 
official  examiners,  feeling  for  others  as  ignorant  as  himself, 
urged  his  bringing  it  within  the  reach  of  a  larger  number  of 
readers,  by  putting  his  algebraic  formula  in  the  shape  of  figures. 
This  the  young  author,  who,  with  all  his  readiness  to  part  with 
Us  ideas,  did  not  want  to  see  them  ill  treated,  stoutly  resisted. 

*  I  will  give  a  few  examples,  but  I  insist  on  printing  my  work 
^  as  it  is.  Such  examples  as  he  proposes  would  give  it  the 
'  look  of  a  schoolboy's  performance.'  It  is  true  the  little 
folio  did  not  sell,  and  no  one  who  has  seen  it  can  be  surprised 
at  that. 

Meanwhile  the  French  Republic,  in  other  words  Buonaparte, 
had  offered  a  reward  of  60,000  francs  for  a  discovery  in  elec- 
tricity and  galvanism,  comparable  to  those  made  by  Yolta  and 
Franklin.  Ampere  longed  to  enter  into  competition,  but, 
while  labouring  all  day  in  and  out  of  school,  had  no  leisure  to 
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develop  that  which  laj  embryonic  in  hiB  mind.  '  Our  own 
Day jy  three  years  his  junior,  gained  the  prize.  Still,  the  fruits 
of  his  labour  did  not  fail ;  bis  ^  Th^rie  du  Jeu  '  had  made  its 
way  to  the  Institute,  where  it  was  unanimously  pronounced 
the  work  *  (Tune  tSte  forte.*  The  Inspector  of  the  Bourg 
Collie  had  also  pronounced  Ampere's  pupils  to  be  forwarder 
than  any  others,  and  an  appointment  to  a  professorship  '  de 
'  Lycee '  at  Lyons  itself  was  the  results 

Amp&re  had  now  reached  the  summit  of  his  wishes — a  more 
lucrative  appointment,  and  that  with  his  wife  at  his  side.  But 
Julie  had  sad  presentiments :  she  was,  as  it  were,  behind  the 
scenes     One  of  her  last  letters  gently  prepares  him :  *  The 

*  problem  of  r^aining  health  is  not  one  for  us  to  solve.    No 

*  wishes  of  ours  can  obtain  that,  if  the  Master  of  our  Being  has 

*  decreed  otherwise.     Mon  ami,  we  were  made  for  each  other, 

*  and,  if  I  were  well,  we  should  be  too  happy.'  The  end  was 
not  fiur  off.  The  journal  takes  up  the  narrative  of  a  period  of 
intense  anxiety.     *  J'espere  en  Vous,  O  mon  Dieu  !  mais  je 

*  serai  soumis  a  votre  arret,  quelqu'il  soit.     Mais  j'eusse  pre- 

*  fere  la  mort.'     And  then  finally,  *  O  Seigneur,  Dieu  de  mise- 

*  ricorde,  daignex  me  reunir  dans  le  ciel  a  celle  que  vous  m'avez 

*  permis  d*aimer  sur  la  terre.'    Julie  Amp^l^re  died  in  July  1804. 

Amj^^re  is  next  found  in  Paris,  where  he  accepted  an  appoint- 
ment at  rficole  Polytechnique,  and  subsequently  became  In- 
si^ector-Geneml  of  the  University.  The  history  of  his  mind  is 
here  continued  by  a  correspondence  with  his  Lyonese  friends. 
Foreuii^st  among  these  was  the  printer,  Simon  Ballanche,  a 
name  of  hi^h  moral  and  intellectual  import,  of  whom  we  shall 
hear  more. "  AmjK^re  si^ught  to  drown  his  sorrow  in  work.  But 
mathematics  and  gei^metry  had  no  balm  for  such  a  wound.  He 
was  Kmelv  and  miserable,  for  Parisian  manners  at  that  time 
offered  no' congenial  stxnety  for  a  bereaved  and  virtuous  young 
man.    He  writes  to  his  friends :  *  Pray  for  me,  that  I  may  con- 

*  tinue  to  feel  unhiippy  rather  than  become  like  too  many  I  see 

*  here«'  He  had  been  fuously  brought  up  in  the  communion  of 
Koiue^  and,  with  the  friends  alluded  to,  had  taken  an  active  part 
in  a  sixnetv  for  the  purpose  of  scientifically  studying  the 
gnnuuls  of  the  Christian  religion,  in  opposition  to  the  scepticism 
ami  sousualitv  of  the  day.  But  these  foundations  threatened 
now  to  orutuble  under  his  feet.  He  was  not  the  first  mourner 
to  fiml  that  the  usual  religious  formulas  are  apt  to  melt  away 
in'^tVu^  the  furv  of  that  furnace :  or  to  have  experienced  that 
minds  of  a  certain  calibre  need  a  strength  of  conviction  not  so 
much  intendeil  to  be  the  present  support  as  the  final  firoit  of 
intense  uiental  anguish.     It  was  not  so  much  his  own  sufferings. 
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as  the  revelation  they  gave  him  of  what  the  human  mind  could 
suffer,  which  shook  his  faith.  Ampere's  happiness  was  ever 
dependent  on  that  of  his  fellow-creatures.  It  was  said  of  him 
what  can  be  said  of  few  men :  ^  Pour  luiy  le  MOI  rCest  rien,^  A 
mind  so  constituted  and  so  tried  turned  naturally  upon  itself. 
He  plunged  accordingly  for  a  time  with  feverish  eagerness  into 
the  study  of  metaphysics,  and  could  discuss  and  think  on  no 
other  subject.  The  good  people  at  Lyons  took  alarm  for  his 
orthodoxy.  Ballanche,  one  of  the  few  French  mystics  who 
has  left  his  mark  on  modern  French  literature — who  had  him- 
self learned  ^  the  secret  of  sorrow/  and  endorsed  that  knowledge 
with  the  following  significant  words :  ^  We  should  be  far  less 

*  surprised  to  suffer,  if  we  knew  how  much  better  sorrow  is 
'  adapted  to  our  nature  than  pleasure ' — Ballauche,  at  that  time 
so  out  of  suits  with  happiness  as  to  meditate  embracing  a 
monastic  life — he,  ever  patient  where  Ampere  was  ever  im- 
petuous— ^now  wisely  admonishes  his  friend  not  to  apply  the 
sounding  lead  too  audaciously  to  his  own  mind.  But  the  wis- 
dom of  the  advice  went  no  further.  The  remedy  proposed  by 
uudous  friends,  and  even  by  Ballanche,  was  more  dangerous 
than  the  evil.  Perceiving  the  loneliness  of  the  young  widower, 
and  forgetting  that  there  were  unions  worse  than  any  solitude, 
the  only  specific  they  could  urge  was  the  speedy  choice  of  a 
second  Madame  Ampere ! 

We  here  enter  that  conventional  atmosphere,  ever  repugnant 
to  the  English  mind,  which  in  France  too  often  envelops  all 
the  antecedents  of  the  closest  tie  in  life.  How  deeply  these 
conventions  are  rooted  in  French  private  life  is  sufficiently  ob- 
vious by  the  fact  that  Ampere  himself  should  have  believed 
and  acquiesced  in  the  plan.  In  this  instance  alone  he  descends 
from  his  rightful  pedestal ;  not  by  a  second  marriage,  but  by 
thecdd-blooded  process  by  which  Julie  was  replaced.  A  young 
lady,  chosen  by  the  usual  interposition  of  friends,  ignorant  of 
the  exceptional  nature  of  the  man  she  married,  and  incapable 
of  honouring  it ;  with  a  mother  true  to  M.  Mohl's  definition  of 

*  Iflfiroeite  des  meres  frangaises  ' ;  soon  revenged  the  slight  put 
on  poor  Julie's  memory.  To  such  women  the  simplicities  and 
blunders,  as  well  as  the  soaring  aspirations  of  genius  were  a 
continual  offence,  and  one  interpreted  as  bems  especially 
levelled  at  themselves ;  and  Ampere  soon  found  himself  sent 
to  Coventry  with  a  far  more  intolerable  solitude  than  he  ever 
endured  before.  The  young  woman  did  not  await  the  birth  of 
her  child  to  seek  a  judicial  separation  from  its  father.  The 
Courts  decided  unhesitatingly  in  Ampere's  favour,  and  a  letter 
of  dignified  kindness  calling  upon  her  to  return  to  him  and  to 
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*  notre  enfant ' — whose  birth  meanwhile  had  only  been  commu- 
nicated to  him  by  the  porter  of  the  *  Ecole  ' — gives  a  snffident 
measure  of  their  respective  characters.  Madame  Ampere  de- 
clined her  husband's  invitation — the  little  ^  Albine '  was  claimed 
and  welcomed  by  the  father  with  a  *  tendresse  de  mere^  while 
the  mother  herself  never  inquired  for  or  saw  her  child  a^ain. 

No  one  conversant  with  the  property  of  genius  will  ask 
whether  these  reverses  affected  any  change  in  the  mind  of  this 
gifted  and  artless  man.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  genius  to 
change.  It  is  one  of  those  elementary  essences  which  is  inca- 
pable of  transmutation.  Things  the  most  diverse  have  some- 
times the  same  characteristics ;  and  genius,  like  folly,  takes  no 
lesson  from  experience.  Ampere  returned  to  Lyons,  chiefly  to 
entreat  his  mother  to  leave  her  residence  and  form  her  home, 
with  the  little  Jean-Jacques  and  Albine,  under  his  roof  in 
Paris.  On  this  occasion  the  journal  of  an  old  friend  has  be- 
queathed a  sketch  of  Ampere  too  vivid  to  be  omitted  here : — 

*  Ampere  met  me  with  a  troubled  look,  but  his  sufferings  have  not 
changed  him.  There  is  always  the  same  activity  of  mind ;  the  same 
Are,  the  same  exaltation,  the  same  tenderness.  Nothing  more  restless 
(mobile)  than  his  ideas,  nothing  more  persistent  than  his  character. 
He  told  me  the  details  of  his  marriage  catastrophe,  of  which  his  letters 
had  given  me  but  a  feeble  picture.  What  petty  malices  I  He  had 
allied  himself  to  a  creature  of  a  different  species  to  himself.  And,  on 
his  part,  not  the  commonest  perception  of  human  character ;  no  reflec- 
tion, no  common  sense;  all  weakness,  credulity,  and  improvidence. 
He  threw  himself  headlong  into  the  net  prepared  for  him.  In  telling 
me  the  indignities  to  which  they  had  subjected  him,  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  he  was  overcome  with  such  intense  grief,  that  I  knew  not  how  I 
should  turn  the  subject ;  when,  at  the  mere  word  "  metaphysique,^^ 
accidentally  uttered,  he  became  at  once  another  man,  setting  himself 
with  incredible  and  inexhaustible  vehemence  to  Unfold  to  me  his 
system  of  ideology.  The  next  moment  his  boy  asked  him  the  name  of 
a  plant,  and  forthwith  he  expounded  to  him  the  systems  of  Toumefort, 
Linmeus,  &c.  &c. — then  came  astronomy,  then  religion — no  end ! ' 

But  though  his  friends  shook,  as  he  expresses  it,  the  dust 
from  off  their  feet  against  his  favourite  ^  ideologicy  Ampere  never 
forsook  the  study  of  metaphysics.  Nor  did  it  ever  arrest  the 
ardent  search  of  this  universal  student  into  more  material  phe- 
nomena. His  fame  chiefly  rests  on  his  discovery  of  the  iden- 
tity of  the  magnetic  and  electric  forces.  By  him  alone  was 
the  complex  and  apparently  inextricable  action  of  the  two  ciur- 
rents  analysed  and  classified  under  the  condition  of  an  ele- 
mentary law.  Nor  has  the  more  than  half  century  of  study 
and  progress  which  has  since  elapsed  changed  or  shaken  one 
syllable  of  his  definitions.     In  his  upward  and  ever-widening 
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ffight  he  detected  and  recorded  other  tracks  of  discovery,  and 
suggested  their  application,  though  time  was  denied  him  to 
work  them  out.  Among  these  may  be  especially  mentioned 
the  modem  use  of  telegraphy,  which  he  as  much  anticipated  as 
Sir  Humphry  Davy  that  of  photography — in  each  case  suffi- 
cient proofs  of  the  fact  being  left.  Meanwhile  that  august 
Body  which  dispenses  the  highest  recognition  genius  can  aspire 
to,  and  which  has  continued  its  sittings  and  annals  unshaKen 
by  wars  or  revolutions,  elected  him  among  their  number.  He 
became  a  member  of  the  Institute  in  1814.  He  was  far,  how- 
ever, from  imbibing  the  stoicism  of  the  body  as  regards  the  as- 
tounding events  of  the  time.  In  various  passages  we  trace  the 
course  of  French  history,  though  far  more  in  his  compassion 
for  the  soldiers  under  arms  than  in  any  enthusiasm  for  their 
leader.  However  impressionable  his  imagination,  Buonaparte, 
even  at  the  height  of  his  success,  never  kindled  it.  ^  But  how 
acutely  he  could  feel  his  country's  reverses  is  thus  expressed 
after  the  battle  of  Waterloo :  ^  I  am  like  the  grain  between  two 
'  millstones.  I  cannot  express  the  anguish  of  my  heart.  I  can 
'  hardly  bear  my  life.     At  all  hazards  I  must  flee  from  those 

*  who  only  repeat  to  me,  "  You  ^vill  not  suffer  personally ;  "  as 

*  if  it  could  be  a  question  of  self  in  such  catastrophes.' 

We  turn  now  to  the  young  son  of  Andr^-Marie's  happy 
days — equally  as  his  father  a  glutton  for  knowledge  and  a 
fimatic  for  work — equally  also  at  the  mercy  of  the  most  ardent 
feelings  both  in  love  and  in  friendship.  Happily  his  mental 
oiganisation  was  not  of  so  susceptible  and  anxious  a  kind^ 
while  as  to  conunon  sense,  the  mere  fact  of  living  much  with 
his  fieitber  ensured  him  a  rather  larger  share.  No  menage  could 
have  afforded  two  alike  in  that  respect.  In  short,  Jean- Jacques 
knew  the  world  better  than  Andre- Marie  did,  though,  compared 
with  any  but  him,  he  was  one  of  the  most  unworldly  men  living, 
Andre-Marie  doated  on  the  boy,  which  doubtless  accounts  for 
certain  sorrowful  entries  regarding  wilfulness  and  insubordina- 
tion. The  threat  of  a  school  by  way  of  punishment  failed 
ffignally,  except  in  distressing  himself.  ^  Jean- Jacques  shows 
'  no  concern  in  hearing  this  plan  discussed.  It  would  seem, 
'  though  he  dares  not  own  it,  that  he  will  be  rather  glad  to  go 

*  away  from  me.'  To  school,  accordingly,  the  boy  went,  to  has 
great  gain  in  every  way.  For,  in  spite  of  all  the  living  instruc- 
^n  perpetually  flowing  from  his  father,  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  he  would  have  been  so  favourably  developed  at  home. 
The  elder  Ampere  was  wont  to  say  of  himself  that  he  knew  as 
much  of  mathematics  at  eighteen  as  could  be  acquired  at  that 
time.    And  it  was  a  great  disappointment  to  him  that  Jean- 
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Jacques  did  not  inherit  his  ardour  for  that  science.  He  enter- 
tained  alternately  one  of  two  aspirations  for  his  son — either 
that  he  should  become  a  great  mathematician,  or,  if  that  were 
impossible,  that  he  should  take  to  some  mercantile  career  in 
which  he  could  make  a  fortune.  For  Andr^-Marie  had  suffered 
too  much  from  poverty  not  to  wish  to  avert  a  like  experience 
from  his  son.  But  Jean-Jacques  disappointed  his  hopes  in 
both  respects,  being  as  invincibly  indifferent  to  money  as  he 
was  to  mathematics.  The  boy's  letters  to  his  father  in  these 
volumes—  commencing  when  he  was  sixteen — are  remarkable  in 
every  way.  The  mind  is  clear  in  its  views,  and  frank  in  telling 
them,  while  the  style  of  expression  is,  what  it  ever  continued, 
most  unmistakeably  true  to  his  native  country.  He  was  born 
in  1800,  and  writes  as  follows  in  1816: — 

*  I  am  at  this  moment  tmdecided  as  to  my  future  mode  of  life ;  but 
do  not,  I  pray,  be  distressed  at  this.  Before  determining  on  the  career 
of  a  manufacturer  it  is  necessary  to  reflect  maturely.  II  yvadtt  hon- 
heur,  ily  va  de  bienplua,  il  y  va  de  la  gloire,  Do  not  think  that  I 
set  myself  against  the  idea.  I  have  the  best  disposition  in  the  world 
to  be  persuaded  by  you,  but  if  you  fail  to  penuade  me  I  will  tell 
you.' 

Again,  a  few  days  later,  in  a  more  grandiloquent  style : — 

'  My  decision  is  made ;  Je  veux  etre  quelquechose  ;  but  I  am  arrived 
at  a  point  where  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  become  a  marchand. 
My  taste  is  pretty  equal  for  letters  and  for  science,  which  is  rare ;  but 
commerce  is  the  one  thing  for  which  I  have  an  invincible  aversion. 
Shall  then  the  despicable  desire  for  gain  induce  me  to  embrace  such  a 
career  ?  Quoi  done  ?  Is  the  mind  of  a  boy,  for  eight  years,  to  be 
perpetually  stimulated  by  grand  examples  to  the  most  noble  and 
generous  sentiments,  especially  that  of  disinterestedness,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  education  is  he  to  be  told  that  all  this  is  only  a  tas  de  beUttiy 
and  that  he  is  to  be  sent  to  rot  at  a  counter !  With  all  the  paths  of 
life  open  to  me  why  should  I  choose  one  so  wretched  !  Rather  preci- 
pices than  mud  I ' 

The  bent  of  Jean-Jacques'  mind  was  especially  for  letters, 
and  the  works  by  which  he  subsequently  made  himself  known 
fully  vindicated  the  predilection.  Few  writers,  even  in  that 
country  where  style  is  the  sine  qud  nan  of  literary  reputation, 
have  expressed  purer  sentiments  in  purer  language.  While 
still  at  school  also,  and  liberated  from  the  dread  of  the  counting- 
house,  Jean-Jacques  carried  off  the  principal  prizes,  and 
showed  those  powers  of  thought  which  had  been  equally  in- 
herited and  early  educated.  Under  these  circumstances 
Andr6-Marie  soon  transferred  his  paternal  ambition  into  a  less 
sordid  channel,  and,  true  to  his  impulsive  nature,  went  almost 
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as  injudiciously  in  an  opposite  direction.  Convinced  now  that 
his  son's  abilities  lay  in  the  sphere  of  the  imagination,  nothing 
would  content  him  but  that  he  should  write  a  tragedy  I  Jean- 
Jacques  needed  little  prompting.  His  friends  and  school- 
fellows,  as  highflown  in  their  ideas  as  himself,  were  destined  to 
be  among  the  distinguished  wmters  of  their  day.  Victor 
Cousin,  Prosper  Merimee,  Morel,  Sautelet — with  others  as 
ardent  but  with  less  known  names — ^were  his  chosen  com- 
panions. He  entered  accordingly  upon  life  with  the  most 
exalted  sentiments  as  to  its  aims  and  duties.  At  eighteen  he 
writes  to  an  equally  young  friend,  *  Oui,  mon  amiy  my  only 
'  object  is  to  be  useful,  but  useful  in  the  divine  sense  of  the 
'  term.  Whatever  is  unconnected  with  that  aim  I  exclude  from 
'  my  life.  I  am  determined  neither  to  work,  nor  learn,  nor  feel, 
'  nor  express  anything  that  does  not  point  that  way.'  Two 
more  years  pass,  and  a  reaction  sets  in.  He  reads  Gothe, 
learns  English,  begins  music.      ^  Anything    to    escape  the 

*  sorrowful  realities  of  life.    Uhomme  est  icUhas  pour  s*ennuyer 

*  et  souffrir.'* 

Meanwhile  a  tragedy  entitled  ^  Kosamonde,'  embodying  the 
ardours  and  despairs  that  alternatively  swayed  his  imagination, 
was  composed — too  divinely  useful,  however,  to  be  adapted  to 
the  French  stage;  for  to  Andr6-Marie's  infinite  disappoint- 
ment it  was  pronounced  *  irripresentable.^  The  young  trage- 
dian, always  steady  in  self-application,  had  the  patience  to 
remodel  it ;  but  we  are  not  aware  that  *  Bosamonde,'  or  a  sub- 
sequently composed  piece,  ever  stood  the  test  of  representa- 
ti(m.  It  served,  however,  as  a  safety-valve  during  a  period  of 
intense  mental  excitement,  when,  as  he  expresses  himself,  ^  le 
^ientiment  de  malediction  a  ete  sur  mot — autour  de  moi — en 
^moV  This  state  was  principally  owing  to  the  reading  of 
'Manfred.'  Byron  never  had  a  nobler  victim,  for  the  time, 
to  this  morbid  creation  of  his  genius.  'Jamaisj  jamais^  de 
*ma  w,  lecture  ne  m'ecrasa  comme  celcu  J'' en  suis  malade.^ 
His  imagination  was  at  this  boiling  point  when  that  event 
took  place  which  was  destined  to  affect  his  whole  life,  and 
which  connects  the  history  of  Jean-Jacques  with  that  be- 
witdiiDg  and  incomprehensible  woman,  who,  alike  without 
hirth,  fortune  and  talent,  held  her  reign,  lifelong,  undisputed 
^  uninterrupted,  equally  in  the  circles  of  fashion  and 
over  the  hearts  of  men.  Madame  Recamier,  distinguished 
neither  in  art  or  letters,  nor  in  any  of  the  scandalous  forms 
of  notoriety  too  oflen  connected  with  celebrated  beauties, 
has  yet  a  reputation  which  perpetually  stimulates  curiosity. 
Bom  in  the  same  city,  Lyons,  and  in  the  same  year,  1777,  as 
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Julie  Carron,  the  mother  of  Jean-Jacques,  no  two  *  carrieres 
*  dejeuneJiUe '  could  have  been  more  opposite.    The  one  lived 
and  died  like  a  violet  in  the  shade  ;  her  short  and  humble  life 
only  now  brought  to  light  by  the  fame  of  her  husband  and 
son;  the  other,  Juliette  Bernard,  childless  and  virtually  hus- 
bandless,  was  transplanted  aS  a  mere  child,  in  1789,  Arom  a 
<5onvent  near  Lyons  to  the  centre  of  Parisian  vice,  frivolity, 
and  peril;  never  from  that  time  to  pause  in  a  career,  however 
<5hequered,  almost  public  in  character.     The  figure  of  Madame 
Becamier  is  one  not  easily  drawn  upon  a  canvas.     She  is  said 
to  have  hardly  risen  in  mind  above  the  commonplace ;  but  no 
<5ommonplace8  explain  her.    Two  main  conditions  contributed 
to  make  her  what  she  was.     These  were  the  times  in  which 
her  youth  was  spent,  and  the  country  to  which  she  belonged. 
The  *  Terror,'  and  the  depraved  manners  which  accompanied 
it,  led  to  the  detestable  logic  which  is  believed  to  have  united 
her  to  M.  Rccamier;  while  the  freedom  of  life  which  French 
society  allows  to  d  married  woman  gave  her  a  scope  and  liberty, 
inevitable  in  her  case,  and  never  more  excusable.     Both  by  her 
position  at  the  side  of  a  man,  holding  the  name  of  her  husband, 
but  supposed  to  be  her  father,  as  well  as  by  the  gift  of  trans- 
cendent   beauty,  she  was,  in   a  measure,  set   apart.     That 
beauty  can  now  only  be  gauged  by  the  sensation  it  created,  for 
neither  David's  picture  nor  Canova's  bust  account  for  its  extra- 
ordinary reputation ;  but  that  it  was  of  a  nature  *  that  would 
*  make  you  crazy,'  and  did  make  many  miserable,  is  as  certain 
as  evidence  can  make  any  fact.     Still,  Juliette   R^camier's 
reputation  is  not  thus  fully  accounted  for.    Her  beauty  did  for 
her  all  that  beauty,  per  se,  can  ever  do.     It   gave   her  an 
immediate  advantage  over  others  of  her  sex,  and  it  made  her 
the  fashion  and  the  rage,  but  it  never,  singly,  could  have  made 
her  what  she  really  became,  an  enduring  power.     For  this 
woman  forms  an  exception  to  the  usual   limit  and    fate  of 
evanescent  personal  charms.  She  was  sure  not  only  to  captivate, 
but  certain  to  retain.    There  was  that  about  her  which  enlbted 
one  half  of  the  creation  in  her  favour   without  rousing  the 
otherhalf  against  her.     Indeed  she  received  the  homage  and 
affection  of  both  sexes.     At  the  same  time  we  must  prefece 
our  brief  analysis  of  the  lady  by  acknowledging  that  it  can  only 
be  made  in  a  French  sense.     The  plain  English  for  a  woman 
who  lived  in  the  habitual  receipt  and  encouragement  of  the 
most  ardent  declarations  of  passion  from  several  men  at  once- 
indifferent  whether  married  or  single — might  sound  somewhat 
stem.     Those,  however,  bom  and  bred  under  the  social  code 
of  one  country  cannot  be  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  another. 
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Madame  R^camier's  position  also  was,  even  in  France^  ezcep*- 
tional;  in   England  it  would    have    been    impossible.     The 
enchantress  might  have  been  the  product  of  this  country,  but 
not  the  men — noble,  gifted,  and  faithful  as  they  were — who 
formed  her  court  and  built  up  her  fame.  With  us,  there  is  little 
doubt,  such  a  career  would  have  had  a  different  character,  a 
different  name,  and  a  diiferent  close.     The  great  fact  in  her 
favour,  to  the  full   credit  of  which  she  is  entitled,  is   that 
through  all  the  triumphs  which  her  beauty  procured,  her  heart 
survived  unspoiled,  and  her  powers  of  sympathy  unblunted.  It 
is  true  this  in  no  way  prevented  her  playing  rutUessly  with 
her  victims,  and  even  delighting  to  stimulate  that  which  she 
never  satisfied.    But  here  her  sex  must  share  the  responsibility. 
Powers  of  fascination  are  not  apt  to  weary  with  practice,  or 
success  to  pall  with  repetition.  Possessing  a  talisman  which  no 
man  resisted,  she  would  have  been  super-woman  not  to  have 
exulted  in  its  use.     Elevated   by  her  charms  to  a  kind  of 
sovereignty,  she  never  doubted  her  right  divine  to  see  all  at  her 
feet     Passionless  herself,  yet  with  an  unquenchable  desire  to 
please,  she  played  a  game  in  which  it  never  troubled  her  that 
she  paid  the  forfeits  in  a  coin  different  to  those  she  received. 
It  was  true  she  liked  admirers  to  buzz  about  her,  but  she  did 
not  want  them  to  bum  their  wings.     On  the  contrary,  lovers 
who  were  impatient,  or  who  rebelled  against  short  commons, 
were  very  inconvenient  to  her.      Not  that  she  released  them 
the  more  for  that ;  all  she  wished  was  to  instruct  them  in  the 
art  of  friendship ;  and  her  success,  in   this   respect,  if  that 
could  be  called  friendship  which  was  a  passionate  and  lifelong 
devotion,  was  as  marvellous  as  the  rest  of  her  history.     For 
the  annals  of  friendship,  even  in  France,  have  not  preserved 
anything  more  tender  and  true   than  that  which   ultimately 
bound  her  friends  to  her,  her  to  them,  and  all,  for  her  sake, 
to  each  other.    The  isolation  of  her  position,  the  ^open  sesame' 
of  her  beauty,  and  the  high  class  of  French  society  into  which 
circumstances  had  thrown  her,  gave  her  an  influence  she  was 
always  ready  to  exert,  and  which  she  seems  never  to  have 
abused.     For,  as  the  fittest  complement  to  all  her  attractions, 
she  was  pre-eminently  a  fair  woman  with  discretion.     Thus 
she  became  a  central  figure ;  wanted,  consulted,  and  trusted, 
as  few  reigning  favourites  have  proved  themselves  worthy  to 
be.    According  to  Madame  Mohl,  ^  there  was  not  an  action  in 
'  Madame  R^camier's  life  that  might  not  give  a  lesson  to  her 
*  sex.*    This,  perhaps,  may  be  interpreted  by  the  fact  that 
on  aU  occasions  she  was  essentially  and  invariably  feminine. 
The  whole  scale  of  feminine  practice  was  exemplified  by  her ; 
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from  discretion  to  judgment^  from  fortitude  to  heroism.  She 
never  revealed  a  secret,  and  many  a  conspiracy  was  in  her 
keeping.  She  bore  the  loss  of  fortune  with  dignity ;  and  she 
braved  exile  for  the  sake  of  a  woman  she  loved. 

But  enough  of  this  attempt  at  definitions,  doubly  difficult 
for  an  English  pen  to  draw.  To  this  irresistible  lady,  Jean- 
Jacques  Ampere  was  presented  when  he  was  in  his  twentieth 
and  she  in  her  forty-third  year ;  a  disparity  one  might  have  sup- 
posed sufficient  to  render  the  one  harmless,  and  the  other  secure. 
!But  the  Circe  would  have  smiled  at  such  a  conclusion,  and 
never  stood  more  confessed  in  her  potency  than  on  the  day 
she  received  the  unsuspecting  youth.  Badlanche,  his  fatiier's 
friend,  who,  for  years,  had  lost  all  power  of  breaking  through 
the  magnetic  circle  which,  wberever  she  moved,  kept  him  near 
enough  to  see  her  daily — Ballanche,  the  simple,  dreamy, 
ugly  man — *the  Mandarin  of  literature,'  as  M.  Mohl  called 
him  —  who  was  emphatically  ^her  property'  —  acted  as  the 
decoy  on  this  occasion.  There,  ushered  suddenly  into  the 
presence  of  the  still  most  beautiful  woman  of  her  time,  sur- 
rounded bv  some  of  the  most  ancient  and  illustrious  names 
in  France,  the  young  man  found  himself  in  an  atmosphere  he 
had  never  breathed  before. 

The  form  of  society  which  constitutes  a  French  salon— 
if  that  term  may  still  be  used  in  the  present  tense — is  one  of 
the  broad  distinctions  between  French  and  English  life.  It  is 
a  thing  not  to  be  made  to  order  by  any  amount  of  rank  or 
wealth ;  it  is  dependent  for  its  creation  and  support  solely  on 
the  gentle  sex ;  and  it  has  not  the  remotest  relationship  to  that 
uncomfortable  crowd,  spasmodically  summoned,  which  consti- 
tutes the  English  lady's  *at  home.'  Compared  with  that,  indeed, 
it  may  be  termed  a  very  domestic  institution,  consisting,  as  it 
mainly  does,  in  bringing  together,  in  an  inexpensive  and  appa- 
rently spontaneous  way,  the  same  circle  of  friends  over  and 
over  again.  Nevertheless,  the  conditions  of  the  salon  are  so 
curiously  anti-English  that  there  is  no  form  of  French  dissipa- 
tion we  should  not  be  more  ready  to  imitate.  In  truth  the 
grapes  are  sour  for  us.  The  salon  has  its  foundations  deep  in 
French  life,  and  in  that  alone.  Every  well-ordered  French  home 
is  in  some  sort  its  cradle.  French  children  are  bom  and  bred 
in  an  atmosphere  which,  were  it  only  by  the  careful  and  ready 
practice  of  the  inimitable  language  they  inherit,  educates  them 
for  it.  English  mothers  are  satisfied  with  teaching  their 
children  how  to  speak  ;  French  mothers  instruct  them  how  to 
talk.  The  duties  of  a  French  governess  include  the  carefttl 
direction  and  manipulation  of  the  incipient  powers  of  neat  and 
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sprightly  chat.  '  Un  peu  plus  de  sely  mes  enfans^  is  no  unusual 
admonition  to  the  little  circle  who  are  endeavouring  to  f aire  la 
eafwersaiion  out  of  nothing  at  all.  Thus  the  children  are 
trained  in  the  use  of  polite  expressions  and  appropriate  turns  of 
speech ;  damaging,  as  we  think,  to  the  charm  and  simplicity  of 
cmldhood,  but  also  calculated  to  destroy  that  tyranny  of  mati- 
vaise  honte  which  paralyses  even  such  scanty  vocabulary  as 
oar  awkward  boys  and  girls  possess,  and  often  clings  to  them 
through  life.  To  quote  Madame  M*  •  *  (Mohl) :  ^  Children  in 
'  France  are  found  fault  with  if  they  do  not  explain  themselves 
'  well,  or  if  they  use  vulgar  expressibns ;  slang  is  totally  inad- 
'  missible  ;  they  are  much  conversed  with,  and  encouraged  to 
^  talk.  A  schoolboy  in  England  is  a  very  honest  fellow  and  we 
'  »teem  him ;  but  if  he  had  been  taught  to  explain  himself  in 

*  his  mother-tongue,  and  did  not  begin  everything  with  "I  say, 

*  "old  fellow,"  we  should  not  hear  so  many  gentlemen  of  thirty 

*  years  of  age  hum  and  haw  whenever  they  are  going  to  speak, 

*  for  conversing  it  cannot  be  called.' 

But  the  primary  condition  of  the  salon  is  its  leader.  Such 
materials  as  we  have  described,  like  restless  ^  molecules^'  require 
a  centre  round  which  to  *  crystallise.'  And  here  the  Salic  law, 
as  in  most  respects  in  France,  where  the  tact  and  intelligence 
of  women  is  concerned,  is  directly  reversed.  For  the  salon 
ignores  all  male  descent,  and  acknowledges  only  the  female 
Ime.  Far  even  from  being  an  affair  of  connubial  partnership, 
one  of  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  ancien  regime  was,  that  the 
husband,  if  not  happily  dead,  should  be  either  absent,  or  ^  nuU 
By  so  much  the  more  were  the  social  qualifications  of  the  lady 
required  to  be  of  the  highest  order.  She  must  either  be  a  wit 
herself,  or  have  the  power  to  attract  wits  round  her.  She 
must  have  perfect  knowledge  of  men  and  books,  of  the  last 
epigram,  and  of  the  newest  brochure.  She  must  be  gifted  with 
appreciation  for  distinctions  of  every  kind ;  with  superiority  to 
dl  littlenesses  of  pique  or  jealousy ;  with  the  art  ^defaire  driller 

*  fef  autres ; '  with  the  tact  to  *  mettre  les  ennemis  en  presence^  les 
'  talents  en  valeur^  et  les  ennuyeux  d,  la  parte ;'  and  finally,  she 
must  keep  at  home  every  evening !  No .  woman,  therefore, 
without  great  abilities,  great  exertions,  and  great  sacrifices 
ever  formed  a  salon  y  or  kept  it  together.  It  is  not  to  be 
wondered  that  Miss  Berry,  the  only  lady  who  contrived  to 
hold  a  nightly  assembly  of  this  kind  in  London,  has  been  heard 
to  say,  with  a  sigh,  ^  People  little  know  the  number  of  small 

*  three-cornered  notes  mv  evenings  cost  me.' 

Another  distinction  oi  a  subtler  kind  between  French  and 
English  society  is  the  opposite  way  in  which  the  two  races 


90 


The  Two  Amperes. 


Jan. 


view  certain  trials  of  patience*  The  French  detest  ennui ;  the 
English  abominate  a  bore ;  each  party  also  has  as  much  indul- 
gence for  his  neighbour's  bite  noire  as  impatience  of  his  own. 
The  one  had  rather  be  bored  than  dull — the  other  had  rather 
be  dull  than  bored.  We  look  upon  quiet  monotony  after  the 
labour  of  the  day  as  domestic  and  proper,  and,  thankful  to  be 
exempt  from  trying  to  make  what  most  of  us  make  so  ill,  never 
suspect  that  in  the  French  sense  we  are  conjugating  the  verb 
£ennuyer.  They,  meeting  gaily  of  an  evening  to  discharge 
the  pent-up  vivacity  of  the  day,  and  naturally  delighting  to 
practise  that  in  which  they  all  ezcel,  are  too  content  with 
themselves  and  everybody  else  to  detect  the  large  percentile 
of  what  we  would  think  supreme  bores  among  them.  For  the 
French  salon^  while  the  scene  of  the  greatest  geniality  and 
intelligence  that  the  educated  world  can  offer,  is  also,  it  must 
be  confessed,  the  natural  refuge  of  many  for  whom  our  imper- 
tinent monosylkble  gives  the  only  definition.  Madame  de 
Stael's  salon  was  perhaps  the  most  brilliant  realisation  ever 
known  of  the  power  of  one  woman's  genius ;  but  for  all  that 
she  had  her  bore-  And  when,  on  the  Duke  of  Wellington's 
first  visit  to  her  in  1815,  the  Abb6  Pradt  caught  the  great 
man  as  he  entered,  and  pinned  him  by  the  button-hole  for 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  the  lady's  fever  of  impatience  con- 
fessed him  to  be  that  for  which  her  own  rich  repertory  of 
words  had  no  available  term. 

At  the  period  we  are  describing  (1820),  the  salon  life  in 
Paris  had  been  restored  as  far  as  possible  upon  the  traditions 
of  the  ancien  regime ;  coupled  with  such  innovations  as  the  in- 
tervening changes  had  entailed.  The  vulgar  New  had  to  be 
amalgamated  with  the  frivolous  Old ;  upstart  intelligence  with 
stately  dulness ;  the  real  ability  of  whichever  side  brought  to 
mix   amicably  for  the   entertainment  of  all.      Over   such  a 

*  fusion '  Madame  Recamier — herself  a  child  of  the  Revolution, 
and  ever  true  to  its  principles  of  liberty — was  peculiarly  fitted 
to  preside.  At  the  same  time  her  salon,  as  Jean-Jacques 
Ampere  stated  just  forty  years  later,*  was  far  from  being  a 

*  bureau  d^ esprit ^^  and  if  talents  were  brought  forward  it  was 
more  in  the  service  of  friendship  than  of  intellect. 

To  return  to  this  particular  salon  now  entered.  There  is 
something  serio-comic  in  the  scene  it  conjures  up.  The  God- 
dess in  the  centre,  enveloped  in  clouds  of  diaphanous  muslin, 
and  reclining  on  a  car-like  sofa  of  blue  satin  damask,  termi- 
nating in  2^^  col  de  cygne  dare,  a  VEmpire.^     The  older  lovers 
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til  worafaippiDg  around — too  malicious  to  warn,  and  too  hope- 
lees  to  grudge — as  they  watched  the  young  ^ aspirant^  who 
thus  boldly  entered  the  lists.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
fresh  incense  and  new  mind  thus  imported  were  grateful  both 
to  the  shrine  and  its  votaries,  and  in  neither  did  young  Jean- 
Jacques  stand  one  whit  behind  his  fellow-adorers.  Meanwhile 
no  time  was  lost  in  training  the  new-comer,  who,  to  do  her 
justice,  she  immediately  recognised  as  a  prize.  He  was  in* 
yited  to  her  country  house;  he  was  included  in  the  magic 
'  nous '  which  designated  her  select  circle ;  he  was  christened 
'  Edouardy  as  a  more  euphonious  appellation  than  that  he  had 
derived  from  his  murdered  grandfather;  he  was  alternately 
petted  as  a  lad  and  tortured  as  a  man.  His  letters  to  the  lady, 
which  have  escaped  the  usual  and  desirable  fate  of  most  youth- 
ful follies  in  that  shape,  are  a  record  of  a  passion  the  most 
absurd  and  misplaced  that  was  ever  fanned,  and  yet  too  manly 
and  earnest  for  mere  derision.  In  these  he  does  not  venture 
beyond  the  apostrophe  Madame!  though  his  feelings  show 
small  trace  of  restraint  in  other  respects.  The  young  man 
was  difficult  to  break  in.  It  was  long  before  he  could  be 
brought  to  comprehend  that  those  who  sighed  like  himself 
were  not  his  rivals,  but  his  very  excellent  mends.  He  even 
forgot  himself  so  far  as  to  show  jealousy  and  dislike.  Of  M. 
de  Ch&teaubriand,  especially,  he  was  jealous,  and  with  good 
reason ;  and  M.  de  Chateaubriand,  especially,  he  disliked,  and, 
as  those  who  knew  that  celebrated  man  would  again  say,  with 
good  reason  too.  He  persisted  also  in  pleading  that  none  of 
them  loved  her  as  he  did.  '  Moiy  qui  vous  aime  comme  on  ne 
*  vous  a  jamais  aimee ;  vous,  qu^on  a  tant  aimeeJ*  He  endures 
lus  existence,  he  says,  every  day  but  to  reach  the  hour  which 
admits  him  to  the  Abbaye-aux-Bois  (her  residence),  and  yet 
he  turns  restive  at  the  conditions  he  finds  there.  The  trial  of 
being  ^  chez  vous  sans  itre  avec  vous '  is  more  than  he  can  bear. 

'I  cannot  accustom  myself  to  place  our  rapport — a  rapport  so 
mtense,  so  mournful,  so  unique  to  me — at  the  mercy  of  the  bavardage 
de  voire  interteur^  with  which  I  have  nothing  in  common.  You  know 
1  do  justice  to  those  who  compose  your  salon^  but  why  should  I — 
because  I  have  a  passionate  attachment  to  you — be  obliged  to  form  an 
integral  part  in  the  existence  of  Madame  this,  or  Monsieiu:  that  ?  Why 
should  all  this  be  mixed  up  together,  and  not  each  have  their  separate 
opportunity  ?  Rather  one  quarter  of  an  hour  certain,  and  entirely  to 
myself  with  you,  than  eight  hours  a  day  used  up  in  waiting,  and 
hoping,  and  catching  peeps  of  you ;  in  chattering  about  Dante  or  any- 
thing else ;  when  you  are  there — you,  to  whom  I  have  so  much  to  say  I 
— ^you,  who  are  all  in  all  to  me !  Once  for  all,  this  mode  of  existence 
kills  me.* 
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This  kind  of  rebellion  was  qnite  /lors  de  regle^  and  Bal- 
lanche^  ever  the  meekest  and  best  behaved  of  the  party,  gently 
reproves  him:  ^  Mon  ami!  certaines  de  vos  idies  m^attristent: 
^  il  faut  itre  raUonnahleJ*  Still  Jean-Jacques  plunged  deeper 
and  deeper ;  ever  sustained  by  homoeopathic  doses  of  encou- 
ragement— by  a  tender  look,  a  slight  caress,  or  even  very 
occasionally  by  a  *  petit  billet  delicieux.^  Of  these  last,  which 
must  have  been  compositions  of  consummate  art,  none  appear; 
and  as  a  rule  the  lady  was  far  too  discreet  often  to  put  pen  to 
paper.  Once  even  the  sudden  administration  of  a  strong  tonic 
— for  what  capricious  purpose  it  is  impossible  to  guess — seems 
to  have  completely  turned  his  head.  The  traces  of  this  state 
are  too  delirious  for  any  serious  diagnosis,  but  the  reader  is 
permitted  to  conclude  that  the  possibility  of  a  divorce  from  M. 
R^camier,  with  which,  nearly  twenty  years  before,  the  lady 
had  dazzled  the  imagination  of  Prince  Augustus  of  Prussia, 
was  also  offered,  though  only  in  a  momentary  and  tantalising 
glimpse,  to  the  man  young  enough  to  have  been  her  son. 

Madame  R^camier  never  had  an  Englishman  in  her  toils, 
and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  a  life-long  friendship  would  in 
that  case  have  ensued.  Still,  viewing  the  fact  that  Jean- 
Jacques'  passion  subsided  into  a  respectful  and  filial  devotion 
such  as  few  women  have  received,  some  justice  must  be  done 
to  the  compensations  she  procured  him.  The  society  he  met 
under  her  auspices  was  what  no  other  salon  could  have  given 
him.  Besides  the  lovers  en  titre — the  Dukes  Mattliieu  and 
Laval  de  Montmorency,  the  Yicomte  de  Chfiteaubriand,  and  the 
unfailing  Ballanche — the  ilite  of  the  literary  and  political 
world  in  Paris,  never  more  rich  in  talent  of  every  kind,  were 
sure  to  be  found  at  the  Abbaye-aux-Bois.  Most  of  them,  as 
it  has  been  said,  biding  their  time  as  a  kind  of  reserve  force, 
and  ready  at  any  moment  to  spring  forward  on  active  service. 
To  her  interest  also  with  Duke  Laval  de  Montmorency,  then 
French  ambassador  at  the  Papal  Court,  he  owed  his  first 
winter  in  Rome,  where  she  went  (1822-3)  to  divert  the  only 
passion  that  ever  disturbed  her  peace — that  for  Ch&teaubriand 
— and  Jean- Jacques  (and  of  course  Ballanche),  for  any  reason 
that  kept  him  at  her  side.  There,  though  still  engaged  in 
dramatic  and  poetic  efforts,  the  first  idea  of  that  *  Histoire 
*  Romaine  k  Rome '  was  suggested,  which  in  after  years  drew 
him  winter  after  winter  to  the  Eternal  City,  and  which  in  two 
forms  constitutes  his  most  important  work.  Kor  can  it  be 
doubted  that  in  the  manly  effort  to  conquer  the  passion  which 
consumed  him,  and  to  retrieve  the  bitterly-owned  sense  of  a 
youth  sacrificed  to  it,  he  threw  himself  into  a  scheme  of  study 
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which  iiDally  bore  him  a  brilliant  harvest.  This  scheme,  ^  the 
'  finest  thing  in  the  world,  and  an  infallible  means  for  arriving 
'  at  almost  universal  knowledge,  is  simply  to  note  the  most 
'  important  points  in  every  book  I  read — to  concentrate  my 

*  attention  on  them — to  impress  them  on  my  memory,  and  to 

*  try  and  forget  all  the  rest.     With  the  additional  condition  of 

*  only  reading  what  is  best  on  every  subject  and  in  every  lan- 
'  guage.'     He  adds,  *  I  am  busy  with  Chinese,  Hebrew,  his- 

*  tory,  poetry,  mathematics,  physics;  unites  vovs pas  conteutef^ 

For  all  this,  the  spell  which  was  at  once  his  happiness  and 
his  despair  proved  too  strong  for  such  a  recipe,  and  urged  by 

*  other  complications,'  Jean-Jacques  fairly  slipped  his  anchors 
and  left  Paris,  ostensibly  for  Lyons,  but  with  far  more  distant 
intentions.  These  other  complications  arose  on  the  part  of 
Andr^-Marie.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  all  these  agita- 
tions had  escaped  the  observation  of  the  most  tender  of  fathers. 
We  catch  signs  in  his  letters  of  the  distress  which  the  young 
man's  infatuation  caused  him ;  but  for  which,  strange  to  say, 
foi^etting  all  his  own  sad  experience,  the  worthy  man  had  but 
one  remedy  to  urge — namely,  the  speedy  choice  of  a  wife !  In 
his  simplicity  he  had  even  taken  steps,  in  true  French  fashion, 
rather  compromising  to  his  son,  and  dreamed  of  no  greater 
felicity  than,  firstly,  to  see  him  married  to  a  certain  Mademoi- 
selle Clementine,  daughter  of  Cuvier ;  and,  secondly,  distin- 
guished in  the  dramatic  line.  Under  all  these  circumstances, 
it  was  time  for  poor  Jean-Jacques  to  seek  safety  in  absence. 
He  knew  better  than  to  hope  for  cure  from  a  mariage  de  con^ 
venances ;  while  his  dramatic  flights,  under  cover  of  which  he 
had  of  late  years  indulged  the  expression  of  his  passion,  had 
lost  all  attraction  for  him. 

*  It  is  my  wish,'  he  writes  to  Madame  R^camier,  *  to  break  definitively 
with  the  poetic  career — by  way  of  profession ;  to  quit  that  miserable 
class  of  petty  tragic  authors — played  or  unplayed — into  which  I  have 
been  led ;  and  to  endeavour  to  take  a  place  in  the  rising  school, 
historical,  philosophical,  and  literary,  of  the  day.  I  shall  pass  the 
winter,  therefore,  in  learning  German  and  Germany.  In  the  spring  I 
shall  go  from  town  to  town,  getting  acquainted  with  men  and  libraries ; 
and,  after  this  period  of  self -test  and  austere  study,  fortified  with  the 
conscience  and  habit  of  my  purpose,  I  shall  come  back  to  you  with  my 
head,  I  hope,  clear  from  phantoms,  and  my  heart  full  of  that  real 
attachment  in  which  you  believe.  And  then,  happen  what  may,  there 
will  be  always  two  persons  inseparable  from  my  life,  my  father  and 
you.* 

The  purpose  here  alluded  to  was  that  of  a  grand  work, 

*  UHistoire  de  toutes  les  Litt^ratures,'  never  executed  as  a 
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whole ;   though  his  ^  Histoire  de  la  Po^ie ; '  '  Esquisses  da 

*  Nord ; '  ^  Litt^rature  Danoise,  Allemande,  Slave,  Boh^mienne, 

*  et  Scandinave,'  suffice  to  show  the  universality  of  knowledge 
he  brought  to  the  subject. 

We  must  forbear  following  him  to  Bonn,  where  he  attended 
the  lectures  of  Schlegel  and  Niebuhr,  and  expresses  himself 
as  '  appalled  at  the  extent  of  knowledge  thought  indispensable 

*  in  this  country,  with  which  we  dispense  in  France.'  It  was 
during  these  eighteen  months'  stay  in  Germany  that  young 
Ampere,  by  severe  study,  qualified  himself  to  take  his  place 
in  that  rising  school  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  which  during 
the  next  quarter  of  a  century  presented  a  galaxy  of  intellect 
and  learning  in  all  forms  never  before  united  in  France,  and 
not  soon  to  be  hoped  for  there  again  I  also,  it  may  be  added, 
more  than  comparable  with  the  Germany  of  the  same  time. 
Such  men  as  Thiers,  Mignet,  Guizot,  L^once  de  Lavergne, 
Thierry,  Sainte  Beuve,  Victor  Cousin,  Barth^lemy  de  St 
Hilaire,  Merim6e,  Gustavo  de  Beaumont,  Montalembert, 
Lacordaire,  and  especially  Alexis  de  Tocqueville,  may  be 
enumerated — all  of  them  finally  destined  to  occupy  with  both 
the  Amperes  the  benches  of  the  French  Institute,  and  most  of 
them  bound  to  each  other  by  ties  of  friendship  first  contracted 
in  the  evening  gatherings  of  the  Abbaye-aux-Bois.  And  pf 
all  these  ties  there  was  none  so  warm  as  that  which  united 
Jean- Jacques  and  Alexis  de  Tocqueville — friends  par  excel- 
lence in  the  highest  French  sense.  If  Ampere's  attachment  to 
Madame  R^camier — on  which  we  have  dwelt  the  more,  as, 
until  the  publication  of  these  two  volumes,  it  was  compara- 
tively unknown — constitutes  the  first  episode  of  importance  in 
his  Ufe,  his  friendship  for  Tocqueville  may  be  deemed  the 
second.  In  every  interval  of  travel,  and  no  Frenchman  ever 
travelled  so  widely  as  he,  having,  as  his  friend  expressed  him- 
self, *  Vhumeur  voyageuse  de  Thirondelle^^  he  was  sure  to  be 
found  returned  to  that  nest  in  the  Ch&teau  de  Tocqueville, 
which  went  by  the  name  of  ^  la  chambre  d^AmpereJ*  Toc- 
queville, on  his  part,  as  many  still  living  can  testify,  never 
wearied  of  dwelling  on  the  charm  which  Ampere's  society  had 
for  him ;   and  naively  writes  that  visitors  were  wont  to  start 

*  le  chapitre  d^ Ampere^  in  order  te  set  him  talking,  *  as  a  clever 
^  causeur  will  lead  his  neighbour  to  speak  of  himself  in  order 

*  to  put  him  "  en  train.^^ '  There  were  plenty  of  reasons,  in 
their  mutual  studies  and  differing  temperaments — Tocque- 
ville often  anxious  and  desponding.  Ampere  ever  cheerful 
and  equal — to  bring  them  together ;  but  reasons  were  super- 
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fluous.  The  root  of  the  matter  lay  with  them^  as  with  Boetius 
and  Montaigne — they  loved  each  other  because  the  one  was 
Tocqueville  and  the  other  Ampere.  The  nervous  historian 
even  trusted  the  soundness  of  his  friend's  literary  judgment  as 
much  as  that  of  his  heart.  The  sheets  of  the  ^  Democratic ' 
underwent  Ampere's  revision  before  going  to  press ;  and  one 
of  the  four  first  copies,  as  Tocqueville  expresses  himself^ 
^  avant  la  lettre^  was  reserved  ^  pour  TamitieJ*  *You  under- 
'  stand  that  under  that  title  it  can  only  go  straight  to  your 

*  address.  Accept  it,  I  beg,  not  for  the  book's  sake  (you 
'  know  that  by  heart  already),  but  as  the  pledge  of  a  tender 

*  affection.' 

The  allusion  to  the  politics  of  the  day  are  not  frequent  in 
these  letters,  though  when  they  occur  they  are  of  no  small 

S*  [nificance.  The  three  days'  revolution  of  July  1830  found 
adame  Kecamier  and  Jean-Jacques  together  at  Dieppe. 
But  neither  of  them  were  of  a  sort  to  continue  in  safety  while 
friends  were  in  danger.  The  lady  accordingly  returned  imme- 
diately to  Paris,  and  was  escorted  by  Jean-Jacques  in  a  walk 
both  of  difficulty  and  peril  over  the  barricades,  from  the  chapel 
St.  Denis  to  her  own  home.  The  fidelity  of  M.  de  Ch&teaubriand 
to  Charles  Dix,  and  his  retirement  from  all  political  activity, 
is  one  of  the  few  events  recorded.  This  act  helped  to  give 
Ampere  a  juster  measure  of  that  distinguished  man,  who  was 
truly  great  in  great  things,  though  infinitely  disagreeable  in 
small  ones ;  and  in  concert  with  other  young  members  of  la 
jeune  France,  he  addresses  the  ex-minister  a  letter,  earnestly 
entreating  his  return.  Chateaubriand's  answer  is  remarkable. 
He  fears  that  Liberty  is  not  a  plant  that  can  grow  in  French 
soil.  ^  V£gaUtey  our  national  passion,  is  a  magnificent  idea  in 
^  great  hearts ;  but  in  narrow  minds  it  simply  means  envy,  and 

*  in  the  mob,  murders  and  disorders.'  A^ain,  a  conversation 
Jean-Jacques  held  with  M.  La  Fayette  preserves  these  words 
of  no  common  foresight  at  that  period,  ^  What  I  fear  most  is 
'  Bonapartism,  for  that  is  the  only  thing  that  will  favour  des- 

*  potisHL'  And  to  look  eighteen  years  forwarder  still,  when 
the  spectre  was  at  hand,  Jean-Jacques  thus  writes  from  Dijon, 
June  1848 : — 

'  It  is  impossible  for  me  at  this  distance  to  comprehend  what  is  doing 
in  Paris.  One  thing  only  is  clear,  which  is  diat  the  revolution  of 
February  has  miscarried.  The  Assembly  does  nothing,  wills  nothing, 
is  capable  of  nothing.  The  same  kind  of  thing  is  going  on  in  Ger- 
many .  .  .  It  is  evident  that  we  are  to  be  made  over  to  a  pretender  of 
aome  sort.    Order  having  been  re-established,  and  without  the  excuse 


96  The  Two  Amperes.  Jan. 

of  material  disorder,  we  are  to  pass  under  the  yoke  of  a  Dictatorsbip. 
It  is  said  that  Madame  Salvagers  joung  man  *  (Louis  Napoleon)  has 
the  chance  of  the  moment.  But,  is  the  Republic  to  merge  into  this 
parody  of  V Empire  !  What  a  caricature  of  the  past  that  would  be.  I 
hope  Thiers  is  not  in  it.  I  would  rather  he  were  President  himself, 
he  or  another.  But  to  return  to  princes  when  they  are  no  longer 
principles,  to  bring  about  a  restoration  of  illegitimacy  and  usurpation, 
c^est  vrciment  par  trop  re'culer.* 

A  name  coeval  with  Jean-Jacques  Ampere's  in  French  esti- 
roation^  and  better  known  to  fame  and  friendship  in  England 
— that  of  M,  Mohl,  the  great  Orientalist — often  occurs  in 
these  pages.  The  sturdy  young  Wirtemberger,  and  the  mer- 
curial Lyonese^  each  the  archest  type  of  his  race,  made  early 
acquaintance  under  the  roof  of  M.  Cuvier.  With  endless 
tastes  in  common^  that  of  the  study  of  Chinese  first  drew  them 
together.  As  with  Tocqueville,  their  very  differences  were 
provocative  of  friendship.  The  one  judicial^  cynical,  and  sys- 
tematic— the  other  impulsive,  genial,  and  erratic ;  each  whetted 
his  appetite  for  knowledge*  on  the  mind  of  the  other.  The 
relish  for  each  other's  contrasting  natures — ever  a  fertile  source 
of  mutual  satire  and  epigram — even  led  to  their  keeping  house 
together.  This  took  place  very  successfully  for  some  years  in 
the  Rue  du  Bac,  before  M.  Mohl's  marriage ;  he,  wisely,  under- 
taking the  charge*^of  the  menage  and  the  audit  of  the  accounts. 
There  is  perhaps  no  omission  in  this  correspondence  more  to 
be  regretted  than  that  of  M.  Mohl's  letters— (unless  it  be  that 
of  Madame  Mohl's),  which  the  amiable  editress  in  vain  soli- 
cited permission  to  include.  The  two  that  have  escaped  the 
interdict  are  singularly  calculated  to  sharpen  the  appetite  for 
more. 

But  we  must  return  to  one,  never  forgotten  or  neglected  by 
his  son.  The  health  of  Marie- Andre  had  already  compelled 
him,  accompanied  by  Jean-Jacques,  to  spend  a  winter  in  the 
south  of  France  If  either  of  their  geniuses,  as  a  friend  re- 
marks, understood  how  to  combine  two  ideas  concerning  *  la 

*  plus  innocente  speculation  (T argent^  How  to  provide  funds  for 
that  necessary  absence  is  dwelt  on  with  infinite  zest  by  Jean- 
Jacques,  who  owns  to  having  sown  his  o^vn  small  fortune  in- 
herited from  his  mother  *  d!un  bout  de  V Europe  a  FautreJ*     But 

*  le  Dieu  des  ivrognes  et  des  distraits/  according  to  Toc- 
queville. watches  over  both,  and  the  chair  of  Scandinavian 
poetry  at  Marseilles,  for  exactly  the  three  months  required, 
falls  most  opportunely  to  Jean- Jacques'  lot.      A  few  years 

*  Madame  Salvage  was  companion  to  Queen  Hortense,  and  aideot 
partisan  of  Prince  Louis  Napoleon. 
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later  (1836)  the  same  necessity  for  a  milder  climate  recurred, 
and  Marie- Andr^,  this  time  alone^  repaired  again  to  Marseilles. 
Jean- Jacques  was  to  follow ;  but  the  end  was  nearer  than  was 
supposed.  There  was  but  time  for  a  last  letter  of  paternal 
tenderness,  when  the  great  physiologist,  and  the  guileless, 
loving  man,  departed  from  this  scene.  He  was  buried  at  Mar- 
seilles with  every  sign  of  honour  and  affection  ;  and  in  lieu  of 
a  Latin  inscription,  or  pompous  French  panegyric,  these  words 
of  pure  truth  alone,  from  the  depth  oi  his  son's  heart,  were 
engraved  on  his  tomb :  *  11  fut  aussi  bojiy  aussi  simple,  que 

*  grandJ* 

The  name  of  Andr6- Marie  Ampere  needs  no  further  tribute 
m  these  pages.  It  has  taken  its  place  among  its  few  illus- 
trious compeers,  and  was  heard  still  in  living  accents  in  the 
late  address  of  M.  Dumas,  on  the  part  of  the  French  Academy, 
over  the  remains  of  the  lamented  Sir  Charles  Wheatstone. 
But  one  phase  of  his  genius  has  been  beyond  the  power  of  his 
works  or  of  his  letters  to  preserve ;  namely,  the  marvellous 
range  and  power  of  his  eloquence,  when  invoked  on  a  subject 
congenial  to  him.  Andre -Maiie  was  no  glutton  for  talk  in 
general  society.  He  never  claimed,  like  Humboldt,  the  lion's 
diare  in  conversation ;  but  when  with  a  few  congenial  friends, 
or  with  his  son  alone,  he  would  open  the  vast  storehouse  oi 
his  knowledge,  and  pour  forth  a  stream  of  new  ideas,  sugges- 
tions, and  combinations,  till  the  hearers  remained  spell-bound* 
Walking  once,  in  1830,  on  the  road  to  Pol^mieux,  with  Lyonese 
friends,  one  of  them  suggested  that  he  should  give  them  an 
idea  of  Cuvier's  discoveries.  Accordingly  there  ensued  a  lec- 
ture on  Palseontology,  which  neither  the  walk,  nor  the  dinner^ 
nor  the  drive  back  to  Lyons  interrupted ;  and  which  only  broke 
off  at  a  particular  point  in  Lyons  where  he  set  down  his 
friends,  *  all  overpowered  with  the  extent  and  beauty  of  what 

*  they  had  heard  and  learned ;  having  had  no  conception  of 

*  the  force  of  such  a  brain,  or  the  poetic  wealth  of  such  an 

*  invagination.'  His  son  also  describes  how  on  his  first  journey 
for  health  to  the  South,  propped  up  by  pillows  in  the  carriage, 
and  cautioned  not  to  fatigue  the  vocal  organs,  he  would  en- 
ehant^him  for  hours  together  with  a  dissertation  on  the  classi- 
fication of  the  sciences,  till,  as  he  pithily  remarks,  *  my  anxiety 

*  and  my  admiration  were  equally  without  bounds.' 

In  ediiting  the  posthumous  works  of  his  father,  in  a  page  of 
introduction  to  the  *  Philosophic,'  Jean-Jacques  relates  that 
Andr6-Marie  was  wont  to  dwell  on  three  things  which  had 
made  the  deepest  impression  on  his  youth ;  namely,  his  first 
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communion^  celebrated  with  an  intensity  of  devotion  idiich 
never  left  him  during  life ;  the  *  £loge '  of  Descartes  by 
Thomas,  which  first  kmdled  his  ardour  for  science ;  and  die 
taking  of  the  Bastille,  which,  beard  from  afar,  sounded  only 
like  the  explosion  of  liberty,  and  decided  the  political  bias  of 
his  life.  *Four  and  twenty  years  after  that,'  Jean-Jacques 
would  say,  ^  in  the  sombre  latter  days  of  the  Empire,  I  remem* 

*  ber  as  a  boy — walking  with  him  in  the  streets  of  Paris — the 

*  accent  with  which  he  would  inveigh  against  the  tyranny, 
'  which  lay,  as  he  said,  like  a  weight  on  his  breast.' 

The  death  of  his  father  left  Jean- Jacques  virtually  without 
any  family  ties,  and  yet  with   heavy  responsibilities.     The 
income  of  the  great  physicist  died  with  mm,  but  not  so  the 
charges  he  had  undertaken.     His  daughter  Albine  had  made 
an  unhappy  marriage — perhaps  one  of  good  Andre-Marie's 
own  arranging  ;   her  husband's  vices  had  brought  him  into  a 
madhouse,  and  her  own  reason  had  given  way  under  the  pres- 
sure of  sorrow.     Jean-Jacques  had  to  provide  for  both ;  and 
also  for  a  vaurien  cousin  who  had  preyed  on  the  father's  kind- 
ness, and  preyed  on  that  of  the  son  to  the  la^t.     Jean- Jacques' 
means  were  principally  derived  from  the  Professorship  of  the 
History  of  French  Literature  at  the  '  College  de  France,'  to 
which  he  had  been  appointed  by  M.  Guizot  in  1833.     His 
merits  were  now  further  and  most  opportunely  recognised  by 
the  adjudgment  to  him  of  ^  le  prix  Gobert,'  one  of  the  numerous 
'  purses,'  or  foundations  held  by  the  Institute,  and  awarded  to 
special  literary  claims.     These  occupations  and  distinctions,  far 
from  repressing  rather  incited  that  restless  ardour  for  travel 
which  characterised  Ampere.     The  same  principle  that  made 
him  study  the  Boman  history  at  Bome,  he  applied  in  working 
at  Greek  poetry  in  Greece;  in  studying  Egyptian  hieroglyphics 
in  Egypt ;  and  these  and  every  other  ancient  science  in  the 
libraries  and  museums  of  Italy.     The  Egyptian  journey,  in 
which  he  exposed  himself  as  recklessly  to  the  dangers  of  the 
climate  as  if  he  had  been  born  on  the  other  side  of  the  Channel, 
left  his  health  so  shattered  as  to  entail  many  months  of  confine- 
ment on  his  return  to  Paris. 

Meanwhile,  though  surrounded  with  friends,  courted  ly  men 
of  the  greatest  eminence,  and  by  women  of  the  highest  rank 
and  charm,  the  Abbaye-aux-Bois  remained  his  one  polar  star. 
The  longer  she  lived  die  more  did  Madame  Becamier  succeed  in 
uniting  her  friends — whatever  their  dissimilarities  or  prejudices 
— and  the  fewer  these  became  the  closer  was  the  union.  The 
hated  Chateaubriand  had  turned  into  a  paternal  friend  and 
mentor,  whose  letters  to  Ampere  when  on  his  travels^  giraig 
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him  tidings  of  the  lady  *  par  qui  nous  existons  encorcy  are  some 
of  the  choicest  morsels  of  this  collection.  It  was  time  for  the 
youngest  of  the  band  to  return,  and  open  his  stores  of  inte- 
rest, with  the  sprightliness  and  vivacity  peculiar  to  himself,  for 
the  benefit  of  those  on  whom  age  and  infirmities  were  now 
weighing.  Never  was  the  romance  of  friendship — its  pathos  and 
beauty — so  realised  as  in  this  narrowing  circle.  Madame  de 
Recamier  was  blind ;  M.  de  Chateaubriand  lame,  and  failing  in 
mind;  and  Ballanche,  the  type  of  unexacting  fidelity — who,  if 
not  lodged  in  the  same  house  with  the  mistress  of  his  heart,  was 
sore  to  be  in  the  house  opposite — had  been  carried  off  by  sudden 
illness,  holding  in  his  the  hand  he  loved  best,  and  his  last  words 
pointing  to  the  union  beyond.  The  charge  of  the  two  aged 
friends  now  devolved  almost  Entirely  on  Jean-Jacques.  No 
son  could  have  better  fulfilled  these  duties — few  real  sons  fulfil 
Aem  so  well.  Every  morning  a  note  from  him  inquired  how 
Madame  K&^amier  had  passed  the  night — every  afternoon  he 
came  to  escort  her  from  the  Abbaye-aux-Bois  to  No.  120  Rue 
da  Bac,  where  Ch&teaubriand  lived.  There  in  the  lonely  room, 
between  the  blind  woman  and  the  paralysed  man.  Ampere 
would  sit  for  hours,  drawing  inexhaustibly  upon  his  mind  and 
memory  for  their  entertainment;  or  submitting  to  them  the 
sketch  he  was  compiling  of  the  life  and  works  of  the  never- 
forgotten  Ballanche :  sure  of  giving  pleasure  to  the  one,  if  by 
any  means  he  could  interest  the  declining  powers  of  the  other. 
In  July  1848,  as  our  editress  expresses  herself,  *  M.  Chdteau- 
^  briand  acheva  de  mourir.'*  Jean-Jacques,  as  representative 
both  of  Madame  Recamier  and  the  French  Academy,  presided 
It  the  solemn  and  picturesque  occasion,  when,  with  all  the 
pomp  of  the  Roman  ceremonial,  the  remains  of  the  illustrious 
writer  were  deposited,  by  his  expressed  wish,  in  the  hollow  of  a 
rock  on  the  coast  of  St  Malo,  his  native  place.  On  his  return 
to  Paris— redoubling  his  tender  care  of  one  who,  as  she  owned, 
only  held  *  a  la  vie  du  cceur '  by  him — he  accepted  the  Libra- 
rianship  of  ^  la  Biblioth^ue  Mazarin '  at  the  Institute,  in  order 
to  be  nearer  her. 

Bat  we  must  close  this  touching  and  unique  chapter.  Madame 
B&!amier  died  of  cholera  in  May  1849.  Jean-Jacques  says 
little  for  himself  at  this  time,  but  the  letters  from  friends  of 
aU  kinds  show  the  respect  with  which  this  now  broken  tie  had 
been  viewed.   M.  Thiers  writes  :  *  I  sympathise  strongly  with 

*  your  Borrow,  which  must  be  profound.     Car  je  sais  que  Ma-- 

*  dame  Recamier  etait  pour  vous  toute  voire  famille.  At  our 
'  age  these  griefs  are  bitter.  There  is  no  longer  that  infinite 
'  future  before  us  in  which  we  place  so  many  things  when  we 
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^  are  young.    But  let  us  do  like  good  soldiers,  who  close  their 
'  ranks  the  more  as  each  comrade  falls.' 

Jean- Jacques  did  press  closer  to  his  comrades  after  a  time ; 
but  at  first  he  fled  from  Paris  and  them.  He  went  to  Spain ; 
he  came  to  England ;  he  crossed  to  America,  and  traversed  the 
great  continent  from  north  to  south,  and  he  worked  as  those 
work  who  have  little  else  left  to  do. 

A  few  words  must  be  said  on  the  literary  labours  by  which 
he  is  known,  and  which  are  all  that  heart,  ability,  industry,  and 
ardour  could  produce  from  one  of  whom  Alexis  de  Tocqueville 
said  that  he  had  the  rare  privilege  of  taking  interest  in  all 
things,  and  of  regarding  with  equal  curiosity,  *  tantot  iitteraire, 
^  tantot  savante^  tout  ce  qui  viejit  de  Vhomme^    To  this  faculty  is 
owing  the  multifariousness  of  what  he  undertook.     Histories, 
romances,  plays,  travels,  biographies,  poetry,  journalism— the 
lightest  sallies   of  epigrammatic  wit,  the  driest  researches  of 
archaeology — nothing  came  amiss  to  one  who  was  as  universal  in 
knowledge  as  cosmopolitan  in  interest.    And  all  was  thrown  off 
with  the  same  genial  ease  which  made  him  the  man  most  valued 
as  a  correspondent,  most  fascinating  in  a  tite-drtHe^  most  sought 
in  society.     His  facility  of  composition  was  almost  unexampled 
in  the  annals  of  authorship,  and  the  more  so  as  combined  with 
habits  of  thoroughness  in  all  he  undertook.     He  wrote  a  chap- 
ter of  a  novel  in  a  night — he  versified  an  article  on  Tocque- 
ville's  work  which  he  had  not  time  to  write  in  prose.     His  six 
volumes  of  Roman  history,  while  presenting  a  mine  of  know- 
ledge from  which  hand-book  makers  will  ev^r  dig,  have  a  flow 
of  style  seldom  combined,  except  in  the  highest  names,  with 
the  same  depth  of  erudition.     These,  and  his  careful  contribu- 
tions to  the  history  of  various  literatures,  will  live,  while  the 
repute  of  his  lighter  works,  the  chief  charm  of  which  consisted 
in  their  being  so  like  his  own  conversation,  is  already  passing 
away  with  tne  contemporaries  who  enjoyed  them.     Tocque- 
ville's  eulogy  to  the  Comte  de  Circourt  on  the  charm  of  Ana- 
pore's  society  is  significant :  *  Le  moindre  merite  de  cet  auteur 
*  Id  est  celui  (Cecrire^ 

Here  the  attempt  to  describe  the  career  and  character  of  this 
remarkable  man  must  come  to  an  end.  The  Penates  of  friendly 
hearths  which  he  had  worshipped  all  his  life  never  forsook  him. 
'Madame  Recamier  was  dead,  and  Alexis  de  Tocqueville  followed 
ten  years  later ;  but  the  sympathies  and  consolations  of  friend- 
ship, which  were  to  him  as  the  breath  of  life,  were  still  renewed. 
We  have  instanced  his  passion  for  the  beautiful  Juliette,  and 
his  affection  for  the  great  historian,  as  the  first  and  second  epochs 
of  his  life.    A  third  epoch  and  a  third  group  of  friends  were 
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granted  to  him  in  the  family  of  the  gifted  and  amiable  editress 
of  these  volumes.  The  follies  of  youth  and  the  ambitions  of 
matarer  age  were  now  over,  and  what  the  intimacy  of  this 
exemplary  home  circle  supplied  him  with,  was  best  suited  for 
one  nearing  the  end  of  life's  pilgrimage.  The  lingering  illness^ 
the  piety,  and  the  death  of  M.  and  Mdme.  Cheuvreux's  only 
child  and  daughter, '  allured  to  brighter  worlds  and  led  the 
*  way ; '  and  this  chapter,  on  which  we  can  only  thus  passingly 
touch,  is  so  far  of  a  nigher  order  of  interest  as  the  joys  and 
sorrows  in  which  he  now  took  part  were  of  a  purer  and  more 
sacred  kind.  It  is  no  slight  tribute  to  Madame  Cheuvreux — and 
it  is  one  she  will  most  appreciate — to  say  that,  as  the  generous 
heart  of  Jean-Jacques  Ampere  cared  for  those  he  loved,  equally 
daring  life  and  after  death,  so  her  kindred  heart  in  both  senses 
has  cared  for  him.  He  died  at  Pau,  March  1864,  under  his 
friends'  roof,  bequeathing  to  Madame  Cheuvreux  those  family 
records  of  three  generations  which  she  has  turned  to  such  pious 
account.  And  it  may  be  added  that  in  so  doing  she  has  given 
to  the  world  a  work  which,  more  than  any  other  we  know, 
proves  that  France  is  the  Paradise  of  Friendship. 


Art.  IV. —  1.  History  of  England  from  the  Accession  of  James 
L  to  the  Disgrace  of  Chief  Justice  Coke,  1603-1616.  By 
Samuel  Kawson  Gardiner.  In  two  volumes.  London : 
1863. 

2.  Prince  Charles  and  the  Spanish  Marriage,  1617-1623.  A 
Chapter  of  English  History.  By  Samuel  Rawson  Gar- 
diner.    In  two  volumes.     London  :  1869. 

3.  A  History  of  England  under  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and 
Charles  i.,  1624-1628,  By  Samuel  Rawson  Gardiner. 
In  two  volumes.     London  :  1875. 

\rR.  Gardiner's  six  volumes  under  their  various  titles  pre- 
sent  us  with  a  history  of  England  from  the  accession  of 
James  I.  in  1603  to  the  death  of  Buckingham  in  1628.  If  we 
have  not  noticed  these  books  before,  it  must  not  be  iofiagined  that 
we  have  failed  to  appreciate  their  great  merits.  They  all  alike 
bring  a  large  amount  of  new  information  to  bear  upon  a  period 
investigated  by  many  previous  explorers ;  they  cimtain  fresh 
views  of  the  home  policy  of  James  I.  and  Charles  I.,  while 
they  lighten  up  the  whole  course  of  their  foreign  policy,  ren- 
denng  it  for  the  first  time  really  intelligible ;  in  sliort,  they 
take  dieir  place  as  the  standard  work  which  all  must  read  who 
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wish  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  men  and  facts  of  the  time. 
Knowledge  and  research  Mr.  Gardiner  shares  with  other 
writers.  There  is  a  second  characteristic  of  his  books  which 
more  especially  separates  them  from  previous  histories  of  the 
same  period,  namely,  their  thoroughgoing  impartiality.  Mr. 
Gardiner  places  his  readers  behind  the  scenes  on  boUi  sides, 
and  lays  materials  before  them  from  which  to  form  an  in- 
different judgment  between  leaders  of  the  opposition  and  sup- 
porters of  the  prerogative.  Nor  does  he  do  mere  formal  justice 
to  men  of  one  party,  while  his  sympathies  are  manifestly  on 
the  other  side.  On  the  contrary,  his  aim  has  been  to  repre- 
sent the  events  of  a  past  time  free  of  the  party  colouring  which 
historians  writing  under  the  influence  of  modern  ideas  have 
often  laid  upon  them.  Ready  enough  to  bestow  severe  cen- 
sure on  low  motives  and  bad  policy,  Mr.  Gardiner  presup- 
poses that  each  party  honestly  believed  in  the  excellence  of  its 
own  political  creed,  and  that  in  any  particular  case  the  better 
cause  is  as  likely  to  be  found  on  the  one  side  as  on  the  other. 

We  need  hardly  say  that  Mr.  Gardiner's  position  gives  his 
history  a  peculiar  and  special  interest  of  its  own.  *  England 
^  under  Charles  I.  and  the  Duke  of  Buckingham '  narrates  the 
incidents  of  the  exciting  struggle  for  power  between  Charles 
I.  and  his  early  Parliaments,  and  may  possibly  bear  the  palm 
for  popularity.  But  *  Prince  Charles  and  the  Spanish  Mar- 
*  riage '  is  a  book  of  at  least  equal,  if  not  of  greater  worth, 
and  it  certainly  yields  in  real  historical  interest  to  no  portion 
of  Mr.  Gardiner's  work.  There,  and  there  alone,  can  be  read 
an  authentic,  clear,  and  comprehensible  account  of  the  n^- 
tiations  with  Spain  and  the  causes  of  their  ultimate  failure. 
There  also  is  to  be  found  a  character  of  James  I.,  newly  illus- 
trated alike  in  its  strong  and  weak  sides  by  the  close  study 
which  Mr.  Gardiner  has  given  to  the  king's  foreign  policy. 
James  appears  in  these  pages  as  a  man  of  learning  and  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  who  was  in  possession  of  ideas, 
which  might  have  classed  him  amongst  the  first  statesmen  of 
his  day ;  on  the  other  hand,  no  history  has  revealed  so  fully 
the  extent  of  his  moral  weakness. 

The  policy  which,  in  spite  of  constant  swervings  to  the 
right  and  to  the  left,  James  to  the  day  of  his  death  kept  ever 
in  his  mind's  eye,  was  deserving  of  better  success  than  it 
attained.  Living  in  an  age  of  intolerance,  James  was  opposed 
to  persecution.  Living  in  an  age  when  every  quarrel  of  re- 
ligion called  for  an  appeal  to  force,  James  had  an  instinctive 
dislike  to  war,  and  above  all  to  a  war  of  religion.  To  lessen 
the  intolerance  of  English  Protestants,  to  place  England  in  a 
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mediating  position  between  Catholic  and  Protestant  states,  and 
to  obtain  a  settlement  of  religious  difficulties  on  the  Continent 
on  a  basis  of  mutual  forbearance,  were  aims  undoubtedly  worthy 
of  a  consummate  statesman.     Unfortunately,  however,  James' 
great  aims  sat  but  loosely  upon  him.     They  were  too  big  for 
the  man.     Great  aims  for  their  accomplishment  require  great 
moral  and  intellectual  qualities,  perseverance,  abnegation  of 
self,  firmness  of  will,  knowledge  of  men,  and  insight  into  the 
conditions  of  the  time.    In  all  such  qualities  of  strength  James 
was  painfully  deficient.     Hence,  turned  aside  as  he  was  by 
petty  and  personal  objects,  the  greater  with  him  was  ever  sub- 
ordinate to  the  less.     Catholics  were  persecuted  because  the 
Jong  was  short  of  money  to  give  away ;  Puritans  were  per- 
secuted lest  their  principles  should  endanger  the  power  of  the 
crown.     James  I,  could  never  see  the  primary  conditions  of 
success.     Different  estimates  of  the  character  of  this  monarch 
will  probably  be  formed  according  to  the  side  from  which  he  is 
approached.     If  we  fix  our  attention  on  the  ends  he  had  in 
view  and  compare  them  with  those  for  which  other  kings  and 
statesmen  of  his  day  were  striving,  we  shall  be  apt  to  condone 
the  moral  weakness  of  the  man.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
*i>^in  with  investigating  his  actions,  we  shall  be  apt  to  deny 
him  the  credit  which  he  does  deserve  for  the  endeavour,  how- 
ever feebly  and  incompetently  made,  to  supplant  the  sword  by 
the  olive-branch  as  arbiter  in  the  settlement  of  the  religious 
questions  of  his  day.  .  Whether  Mr.  Gardiner  in  his  estimate 
has  fairly  hit  the  balance,  we  recommend  our  readers  to  judge 
for  themselves.     We  wish  here  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  he  does  not  regard  James  as  a  man  of  great  practical 
«<^acity,  or  as  one  whose  successful  statesmanship  has  served 
«  a  model  for  modem  politicians.     Such  a  view  is  far  more 
false  than  the  popular  idea  of  the  king,-  which,  though  it  may 
take  note  only  of  his  faults,  has  at  least  a  good  deal  of  founda- 
tion in  fact  to  stand  upon. 

Yet  a  late  reviewer  of  Mr.  Gardiner's  books  has  held  James 
up  to  admiration  as  a  great  and  successful  statesman.*^  This 
portrait  seems  mainly  woven  out  of  his  own  fancy  ;  as,  how- 
ever, he  gives  his  readers  to  understand  that  his  statements 
rest  on  the  histories  of  Professor  von  Banke  and  Mr.  Gardiner^ 
wc  purpose  for  a  short  space  to  show  how  entirely  he  has  mis- 
represented the  views  of  at  least  one  of  these  his  professed 
gmdes.     The  reviewer  tells  us  that  James' 

'  tenta^ve,  procrastinating,  in  form  haggling,  in  spirit  fireezing,  policy 

* _  ,r  ■ ■ ■  -    ■  ■ ■   _        _.. 
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had  no  special  cause  in  any  fault  in  his  mind  and  judgment.  The  very 
same  policy  is  and  has  been  the  rigorous  line,  marked  out  by  interest 
and  also  by  duty,  at  many  a  juncture  of  European  affairs  for  the  United 
Kingdom.  .  .  .  There  are  plenty  of  later  examples  (and  they  are  most 
assuredly  not  examples  of  mere  fumbling  ignorance  and  groping  in- 
competence) of  behaviour  very  like  that  of  James  I. ;  while  the  Thirty 
Years'  War — a  war  which  no  English  king,  general,  or  minister  could 
stop,  guide,  or  comprehend — loomed  and  threatened,  but  as  it  were 
from  altogether  another  sphere  than  his  own/ 

The  writer  of  these  sentences  certainly  does  not  follow  Mr. 
Gardiner,  who  never  confounds  James'  aims  and  the  means  by 
which  he  sought  to  attain  them.  James'  policy  in  so  far  as  it 
was  averse  to  war  may  fairly  be  called  a  modern  policy,  but 
assuredly  no  English  statesman,  who  had  any  acquaintance 
with  Mr.  Gardiner's  volumes,  would  feel  flattered  at  a  a«m- 
parison  drawn  between  his  behaviour  at  a  great  crisis  and  that 
of  James  I.  at  the  crisis  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War.     *  It  was 

*  the  great  misfortune  of  James'  character,'   Mr.  Gardber 
writes,  *  that  while  both  in  his  domestic  and  foreign  policy  be 

*  was  far  in  advance  of  his  age  in  his  desire  to  put  a  final  end 

*  to  religious  strife,  he  was  utterly  unfit  to  judge  what  were 

*  the  proper  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  attainment  of  his 

*  object.'  The  whole  narrative  of  *  Prince  Charles  and  the 
'  Spanish  Marriage '  may  be  said  to  be  one  long  illustration 
of  these  words.  James'  foreign  policy  from  the  first  was 
marred  by  two  fundamental  errors.  He  thought  to  effect  an 
equilibrium  between  Catholic  and  Protestant  States  by  enter- 
ing into  a  marriage  treaty  and  close  alliance  with  Spain,  a 
Catholic  country  which  would  never  seriously  have  enter- 
tained the  thought  of  bestowing  the  hand  of  its  Infanta  on  a 
heretic  Prince  of  Wales  except  in  hope  of  the  conversion  of 
the  English  nation  to  the  Koman  Catholic  faith.  The  Spanish 
marriage  was  abhorred  by  the  people  of  England  and  condemned 
by  James'  wisest  counsellors.  He  made  it  the  pivot  of  his 
foreign  policy.  But  we  could  not  have  conceived  that  the 
most  inveterate  Tory  writer  now  in  existence  would  have  dared 
to  assert,  as  this  reviewer  has  done,  that  the  policv  of  James  I. 
is  *  in  the  main  still  the  policy  of  Great  Britain.'  Afterwards  on 
the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in  Bohemia,  James  made  the 
second  error  of  supposing  that  his  mere  words  were  to  hush 
the  storms  of  war,  when  he  had  no  army  behind  by  which 
to  enforce  them.  Two  such  false  steps  were  bad  enough. 
Still  during  the  course  of  the  war  an  occasional  crisis  occurred 
when  it  was  just  possible  that  a  really  able  statesman  seizing 
the  opportunity  might  have  been  able  to  mediate  successfully. 
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But  James  was  not  the  man.  In  his  policy  was  reflected  as 
m  a  glass  all  the  faults  of  his  mind  and  judgment.  Either  he 
hesitated  and  let  the  opportunity  for  ever  by ;  or  he  could  not 
find  terms  acceptable  to  the  contending  parties  because,  as 
Mr.  Gardiner  observes,  in  spite  of  all  his  meddling,  he  never 
understood  the  deeper  currents  of  his  own  age.  He  looked, 
moreover,  on  every  question  from  its  smallest  side,  if  not  from 
a  purely  personal  point  of  view.  If  he  was  eager  to  recover 
the  Palatinate,  it  was  because  it  was  the  heritage  of  his  grand- 
children ;  if  he  was  bent  on  ending  the  war  by  mediation,  yet 
he  could  not  send  an  ambassador  to  Ratisbon,  because  he 
thought  it  beneath  his  dignity  that  the  affairs  of  Germany 
should  be  settled  otherwise  than  between  himself  and  the 
Emperor.  No  doubt  the  folly  and  obstinacy  of  his  son-in- 
kw  increased  the  difficulties  m  James'  path ;  but  it  was  his 
own  vacillation,  vanity,  and  ignorance  wnich  made  mediation 
hnpossible. 

Never  perhaps  had  James  more  powerof  influencing  the  course 
of  events  for  good  or  for  evil  than  when  the  Prince  Palatine 
aent  to  England  to  ask  whether  he  should  refuse  or  accept  the 
Bohemian  crown.  Then,  if  ever,  James  ought  to  have  given, 
and  given  at  once,  a  decided  answer.     He  would  neither  say 

*  Yes '  nor  *  No ; '  he  would  neither  say  he  would,  nor  he  would 
not,  render  assistance.  He  put  off  meeting  his  Council  or 
making  any  decision  at  all.  ^  Do  not  expect,'  he  said  to  the 
ambassador,  *  to  return  to  Germany  in  a  hurry.'  We  may 
here  observe  that  the  reviewer,  wishing  to  enlighten  Mr. 
Gardiner  and  show  him  his  error  in  thinking  that  Gondamar, 
the  Spanish  ambassador,  had  James  in  leading  strings,  quotes 
a  passage  from  Professor  von  Kanke's  history  in  which  it  is 
Baid  that,  if  a  disputed  point  awaited  decision,  James  would 
not  meet  his  privy  councillors  but  would  fly  his  falcons,  think- 
ing ^  that  something  might  happen  in  the  meanwhile,  or  some 
'  news  be  brought  m,  and  that  the  delay  of  an  hour  had  often 

•  ere  now  been  found  profitable.'  This  may  be  the  natural 
conduct  of  a  man  who  is  slow  to  choose  between  two  lines  of 
action,  because  he  has  a  clear  perception  of  the  difficulties 
attending  both ;  but  does  the  reviewer  suppose  that  it  is  cha- 
racteristic of  a  man  of  strong  mind,  who  uses  others  as  his 
instruments  for  shaping  his  own  ends?  Let  him  ponder 
Professor  von  Ranke's  observation,  that  if  James  had  told 
Frederic  decidedly  to  reject  the  Bohemian  crown,  he  would 
have  rendered  the  world  a  service.  Delay  as  usual  took  the 
immediate  responsibility  off  James'  shoulders.  The  news  was 
brought  in  that  Frederic  had  made  his  own  choice  without 
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waitixig  for  his  father-in-law's  advice.  ^  Das  mindeste^  write! 
Professor  von  Bank^  ^was  man  von  ihm  sagen  kann  ist, 
^  dass  seine  Natur  in  diesem  Augenblidc  der  Forderung  der 

*  Sache  nicht  gewachsen  war/ 

A  second  crisis  came  when,  as  Mr.  Gardiner  thinks,  the 
Palatinate  would  have  been  saved  from  invasion  if  James  had 
let  Spain  know  that  he  should  take  up  arms  in  its  defence. 
Kather  than  make  up  his  mind  to  this  step,  James  preferred  to 
believe,  on  the  representations  of  Gondamar,  that  the  forces 
collecting  in  the  Netherlands  were  not  intended  to  march 
against  the  Palatinate.  Afterwards,  when  the  Spaniards 
were  in  the  Palatinate,  he  took  for  granted,  again  on  Gonda- 
mar's  representations,  that  the  invasion  was  a  mere  diversion 
for  the  sake  of  getting  back  Bohemia.  In  the  face  of  snch 
evidence  as  this,  the  reviewer  objects  to  Mr.  Gardiner's 
speaking  of  James  '  being  in  Sarmiento's  net.'    If  this  is  the 

*  old  partial  prejudiced  view,'  it  is  certainly  not  *  finally  dis- 

*  sipated  by  the  agency  of  Mr.  Gtu^iner's  own  narrative.' 

We  are,  however,  further  informed  that 

*  the  Spaniard  was  just  the  kind  of  quarry  James  Uked  to  be  after. 
The  king  was  far  more  than  a  match  for  the  ambassador.  Had  it 
been  otherwise,  there  was  plenty  of  counter-check.  Winwood,  the 
most  Protestant  and  anti-Spanish  of  statesmen,  took  the  oaths  as  secre- 
tary just  about  the  time  of  Gondamor^s  arrival ;  and  a  bishop  was 
lord-keeper  while  the  marriage  negotiations  were  at  their  height.' 

It  is  really  hard  to  believe  that  the  writer  of  these  lines  can 
have  read  Mr.  Gardiner's  book.  It  is  true  there  was  an  anti- 
Spanish  party  in  James'  Council,  but  this  party  was  never 
admitted  into  the  secret  of  the  negotiations  which  were  going 
on.  What  *  counter-check  '  they  made  it  is,  therefore,  hwd  to 
see.  How  could  they  tell  whether  James  was  leading  Gronda- 
mar,  or  Gondamar  James  ?  Ignorance  incapacitated  them  from 
giving  advice,  even  when  they  were  asked  for  it.  Thus  on  one 
occasion  we  find  James  consulting  a  commission  of  the  Privy 
Council  on  the  subject  of  the  Spanish  marriage,  but  the  whole 
thing  is  a  mere  farce.     *  The  only  question  which  was  practi- 

*  cally  laid  before  them  was  whether  a  Spanish  princess  with 
^  a  portion  of  600,000/.  was  not  better  worth  having  than  a 

*  French  princess  with  a  portion  of  200,000/.*  There  was 
indeed  one  concession — a  concession  of  such  a  nature  that  it 
might  almost  be  described  as  criminal.  Baleigh  was  allowed 
to  sail  to  Guiana  in  search  of  a  gold  mine.  Thus  was  a  sop 
flung  to  silence  the  opponents  of  the  Spanish  marriage,  while 
James  relieved  himself  of  responsibility,  if  things  went  wrong, 
by  binding  Baleigh  down  to  keep  the  peace  with  Spain.    The 


I8?<.  Gaidiiier's  Reign  cf  James  L  107 

consequences  followed  which  all  who  did  not  wilfully  shut  their 
eyes  foresaw  would  follow  when  the  expedition  sailed.  The 
EngUsh  and  the  Spaniards  fought.  For  Baleigh^  the  penni- 
less adventurer,  who  had  broken  the  peace  with  Spain,  there 
Wis  no  pardon.  James,  we  are  told  by  the  reviewer,  *on 
'  small  and  on  great  occasions  was  capable  of  generosity,  even 
'  of  magnanimity.'  We  cannot  ourtelves  recall  to  mind  a 
single  action  of  James  I.  which  deserves  to  be  called  magna- 
nimous. If  he  possessed  the  quality,  here  at  any  rate  was  the 
fit  opportunity  for  its  exercise.  We  think  most  readers  will 
acquiesce  in  the  judgment  of  Professor  von  Kanke,  who  on  this 
occasion  observes,  ^  Die  Ader  frder  Grossmuth,  wie  sie  Konigen 
^  geademt,  schlu^  nicht  in  Jacob  I.' 

The  views  taken  in  this  article  give  as  false  a  representa- 
tion of  James'  home  as  of  his  foreign  policy.  It  would  take 
08  too  long,  however,  to  enter  upon  any  criticism  of  these,  and 
we  shall  only  ask  our  readers  to  follow  us  while  we  say  a  few 
words  more  on  the  subject  of  James'  selection  of  ambassadors, 
in  which  the  reviewer  discovers  proof  of  remarkable  sagacity 
and  insight.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  James'  ambassadors  were 
not  invariably  well  chosen.  Sometimes  very  unfit  men  were 
^pointed  to  fill  important  diplomatic  posts ;  nor  were  they  as 
a  body  especially  remarkable  for  ability.  James,  however,  had 
plenty  of  natural  shrewdness,  so  that  when  not  influenced  by 
any  personal  feeling  he  was  quite  capable  of  selecting  fit  men 
for  employment  abroad.  In  his  choice  of  councillors  he  was  less 
happy ;  partly  because  he  was  a  little  afraid  of  genius  too  near 
him ;  partly  also  because,  through  the  corruption  of  his  govern- 
ment and  the  power  exercised  by  his  favourites,  men  of  honour 
and  real  ability  were  not  attracted  to  the  service  of  the  crown. 
It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  if  James  could  choose  an  am- 
bassador well,  his  sagacity  stopped  short  at  this  point.  When 
a  wise  policy  was  proposed  to  him,  he  either  rejected  it  alto- 
geUier  or  marred  it  in  the  handling.  Thus  Chichester's  advice 
concerning  the  settlement  of  the  Ulster  Plantation  was  not 
followed,  and  he  himself  was  afterwards  recalled  from  oflice, 
for  the  only  apparent  reason  that  he  was  opposed  to  a  policy 
of  persecution :  *  a  worthy  end,'  Mr.  Gardiner  writes,  *  to  the 

*  policy  of  such  a  man.'  *  If  full  powers  had  been  granted 
'  to  him  to  deal  with  Ireland  according  to  the  dictates  of  his 
'own  wisdom,  the  blackest  pages  in  the  history  of  that  coimtry 

*  would  never  have  been  written.'  Besides  Chichester,  James 
had  another  remarkably  able  man  in  his  service.  Sir  John 
Digby,  his  ambassador  in  Spain  while  the  marriage  treaty  was 
on  foot.    Digby  was  .opposed  to  any  Spanish  marriage  at  alL 


108 


Gardiner's  Retgn  of  James  L 


Jan. 


His  advice,  however,  not  having  been  taken  on  that  point,  he 
endeavoured  to  make  the  match  the  basis  for  a  European 
peace.  He  saw  that  in  order  to  obtain  from  Spain  any  effectual 
assistance,  Philip  must  be  made  to  understand  that  James 
could,  in  case  of  need,  draw  the  sword.  In  1621  it  seemed  as 
if  James  had  found  the  energy  to  follow  the  path  marked  out 
by  Digby.  He  called  a^Parliament  and  obtained  a  grant  of 
money  for  support  of  the  troops  already  in  the  Palatinate. 
But  he  could  not  win  the  confidence  of  the  Commons  because 
he  could  not  bring  himself  to  lay  any  decided  policy  before 
them.  When  they  gave  him  their  view  of  the  policy  he  ought 
to  follow,  he  grew  angry,  entered  into  a  dispute  with  them  on  a 
question  of  privilege,  and,  urged  on  by  Gondamar,  dissolved  the 
Parliament.  ^  The  king,'  wrote  the  Spaniard  in  his  despatches 
home,  *  will  no  longer  be  able  to  succour  his  son-in-law  or  to 

*  hinder  the  advance  of  the  Catholics.'     *  The  sole  importance 

*  of  Gondamar,'  the  reviewer  tells  us,  *  is  that  he  remained 

*  from  first  to  last  the  genuine  furtherer  of  the  Spanish  mar- 

*  riage.'  On  the  contrary,  Gondamar's  importance  lies  in  the 
fact  that,  being  a  foreign  minister  representing  a  country  with 
ends  and  interests  adverse  to  those  of  England,  his  advice  was 
followed  by  James  as  that  of  a  disinterested  friend.  The 
rupture  with  the  Parliament  ruined  Digby's  policy.  Alone 
amongst  the  men  of  his  time  he  had  laboured  to  bring  about  a 
pacification  which  was  possible  because  its  terms  were  satis- 
factory to  the  majority  of  the  German  nation.  In  speaking  of 
Digby's  policy,  Mr.  Gardiner's  language  is  pervaded  by  a  tone 
of  mingled  admiration  and  regret  such  as  he  rarely  allows  him- 
self to  use :   *  If  amongst  the  many  miseries  with  which  history 

*  teems,  there  is  one  more  sad  than  another,  it  is  to  see  so  noble 

*  apolicy  so  utterly  discredited  and  mishandled.' 

Though  the  reviewer  maintains  the  contrary,  James'  policy, 
let  us  look  at  it  from  whichever  side  we  will,  was  one  of  com- 
plete and  miserable  failure.  He  had  tried  by  a  close  union 
with  Spain  to  introduce  an  era  of  peace  and  forbearance,  and 
during  the  last  years  of  his  life  the  flames  of  a  religious 
war  were  devastating  the  Continent,  He  had  tried  to  mediate 
between  ther  contending  parties,  and  when  he  died  England 
herself  was  taking  up  anns  and  joining  in  the  conflict.  He 
had  tried  to  lessen  the  intolerance  of  English  Protestants,  and 
what  he  had  really  done  was  to  lay  the  train  for  a  second 
religious  struggle  in  his  own  land.  He  had  tried  to  exalt  the 
prerogative,  as  something  divine  in  origin,  and  to  suppress 
the  rising  influence  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  when  he 
died  an  able  and  strong  Opposition  had  been  formed  to  his 
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government^  Plantagenet  precedents  had  been  reviyed^  and 
the  Commons  of  England  stood  ready  prepared  to  wrest  from 
the  grasp  of  his  son  powers  which  were  not  exercised  for  the 
good  of  their  country.  Truly,  as  Mr.  Gardiner  says,  ^  James 
^  sowed  the  seeds  of  revolution  and  disaster.' 

Mr.  Gardiner  always  writes  from  an  impartial  point  of  view. 
Whether  he  has  in  all  cases  given  a  complete  representation 
of  the  standpoint  of  either  party  is,  we  think,  open  to  question. 
Thus  the  conduct  of  the  Commons  in  trying  to  crush  the  High 
Church  party  cannot  be  adequately  explained  without  taking 
into  account  the  political  motives  by  which  many  members 
were  undoubtedly  actuated.  In  Mr.  Gardiner's  narrative  we 
seem  to  be  reading  simply  of  a  struggle  between  two  rival 
religious  systems.  let  had  no  question  of  civil  government 
heen  involved,  it  is  doubtful  ^yhether  the  suppression  of  the 
so-called  Arminian  doctrines  would  have  been  called  for  by 
the  House  of  Commons ;  it  is  certain  that  the  Opposition  would 
have  been  weakened  by  the  defection  of  some  very  influential 
members.  The  composition  of  the  Opposition  to  Charles' 
ecclesiastical  policy  is  not  a  little  remarlcable.  There  were  to 
be  found  in  it  men  representing  all  shades  of  religious  opinion, 
ranging  between  the  extremes  of  moderation  and  fanaticism. 
Such  names  as  those  of  Coke,  Cotton,  Selden,  Sandys,  Eliot, 
and  Pym  suggest  of  themselves  that  some  other  cause  besides 
devotion  to  uie  formulas  of  Calvinism  brought  the  House  into 
collision  with  the  High  Church  party.  To  Coke,  Cotton,  and 
Selden  the  doctrinal  dispute  in  itself  was  no  matter  of  over- 
whelming importance.  Coke  may  have  been  a  Calvinist,  he 
certainly  was  not  tolerant,  but  he  was  no  bigot  to  head  a  cru- 
sade against  Arminianism.  His  interests  were  those  of  the 
lawyer,  not  of  the  churchman.  The  standpoint  of  Cotton  and 
Selden  was,  like  Coke's,  secular.  Scholars  and  not  divines, 
they  represented  the  most  cultivate  and  catholic  minds  of 
Acir  day.  Their  friendship  and  services  were  open  to  all  lovers 
of  learning  without  distinction  of  creed  or  of  party.  The 
extremes  on  either  side  admired  but  hardly  approved  them. 
Their  want  of  religious  zeal  offended  the  Puritan,  the  part 
they  took  in  politics  the  High  Churchman.  *  If  Selden,' Mr. 
Gardiner  writes  in  one  of  his  earlier  volumes,  ^had  had  his  way, 

*  diere  would  have  been  very  little  religious  zeal  left  to  inter- 
'  fere  with.   To  such  a  man  the  one-sidedness,  the  violence,  the 

*  very  excitement  of  theological  partisanship  were  eminently 
'distasteful.  .  .  .  He  never  forgot  that  strong  feeling  contains 

*  the  germs  of  possible  tyranny  over  the  opinions  of  others, 
'  and,  in  his  heart,  he  fixed  his  hopes  upon  a  calm  and  philo- 
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^  sophical  religion  in  which,  though  there  might  be  no  fanati- 
*  cism,  there  would  be  but  little  life.'  ^  Cotton,  if  we  may 
trust  the  assertion  of  Gondamar,  once  told  that  ambassador  in 
the  course  of  the  negotiations  on  the  marriage  treaty,  that  he 
was  delighted  with  the  prospect  of  being  able  to  live  and  die 
a  professed  Catholic,  as  his  ancestors  had  done  before  him. 
Cotton  was  probably  laughing  at  the  ambassador  in  his  sleeve, 
but  his  words  were  not  the  words  of  a  Puritan. 

Sir  Edwin  Sandys  was  on  the  same  side  as  Cotton  and 
Selden,  and  his  name  in  some  respects  is  even  more  significant 
He  was  a  very  moderate-minded,  observant,  intelligent  man. 
Anticipating  Banke  in  modem  times  in  his  *  View  of  the  State 
*of  Religion,'  f  he  has  traced  out  the  causes  of  the  reaction 
which  had  taken  plaoe  on  the  Continent  in  favour  of  the  Soman 
Catholic  faith.  He  draws  attention  to  the  careful  selection  of 
preachers  made  by  Catholics ;  their  books  of  devotion,  from 
which  Protestants  themselves  were  compelled  to  borrow ;  the 
revival  of  the  Inquisition,  as  a  bridle  of  freedom  of  naind 
and  liberty  of  speech ;  the  establishment  of  the  order  of  the 
Jesuits,  with  their  free  schools  and  care  of  education ;  the 
readiness  of  the  Catholics  to  fight  the  Reformers  with  their 
own  weapons,  instanced  in  the  reform  of  their  own  Church  and 
their  martyrologies,  lives  of  reformers,  and  other  books  written 
in  imitation  oi  Protestant  works ;  last,  but  not  least,  the 
miserable  divisions  existing  between  Lutherans  and  Calvinists, 
which  contrasted  so  painfully  with  the  care  taken  by  CathoUcs 
to  conceal  their  own  divisions  from  the  eyes  of  the  world.  A 
man  able  to  form  such  a  clear  and  correct  judgment  on  the 
facts  of  his  own  time  was  not  likely  to  be  a  violent  partisan. 
Nor  was  Sandys  such.  He  had  travelled  in  France  and  Italy, 
conversed  with  Jesuits,  attended  Catholic  services,  and  had 
found  much  to  approve  as  well  as  much  to  blame  in  Catholi- 
cism. A  preacher  of  that  charity  which  recognises  and  approves 
what  is  good  in  enemies,  the  dogmatism  of  Calvinism  was 
exceedingly  distasteful  to  him.  Ceremonial  in  services  he 
approved  as  tending  •  to  quicken  and  nourish  reverence  and 
^  devotion.'  He  did  not  doubt  that  the  practice  of  confession 
was  a  benefit  to  many,  though  he  dreaded  its  introduction 
into  the  reformed  churches,  because  of  the  abuse  to  which 
he  had  observed  it  to  be  liable  in  Catholic  countries.  In 
short,  Sandys,  though  a  determined  enemy  of  Rome,  had  a 

*  Prince  Charles  and  the  Spanish  Marriage,  ii.  61. 
t  Europae  Speculum,  or  a  View  or  Survey  of  the  State  of  Religion 
in  the  Western  Parts  of  the  World.     1629. 
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High  Churchman's  sympathy  for  many  of  the  ceremonies  and 
practices  of  that  Church. 

In  such  feelings  Pym  and  Eliot  did  not  share.  Yet  they 
were  not  Puritans,  even  in  the  modified  sense  of  rigid  or 
dermatic  Calvinists.  In  Eliot's  nature  there  was  nothing  of 
the  fanatic.  He  was  a  man  eminently  intelligent,  eminently 
capable  of  discerning  goodness  under  whatever  guise  of  creed, 
juid  one  whose  range  of  friendship  was  wide  enough  to  include 
alike  the  secular-'minded  Cotton  and  the  pious  though  tolerant 
Bishop  Hall.  Pym  even  less  than  Eliot  was  a  devotee  to  any 
particular  form  of  faith.  If  he  desired  to  put  penal  laws  in 
force  against  Catholics  or  to  silence  the  mouths  of  Arminians, 
it  was  not  because  he  was  thinking  of  the  welfare  of  their  souls 
or  the  falseness  of  their  creed,  but  because  he  was  thinking  of 
the  welfare  of  the  State.  Every  utterance  he  made  on  the 
religious  question  from  first  to  last  of  his  long  political  career 
contains  practically  the  same  grounds  of  policy.  '  He  did  not 
'wish,'  he  said  in  the  short  Parliament  of  1640,  ^any  new 
'  laws  against  popery,  or  any  rigorous  courses  in  the  execu- 
^  tion  of  those  already  in  force ;  he  was  far  from  seeking  tlie 
*  ruin  of  their  persons  or  estates ;  only  he  wished  they  might 
'be  kept  in  such  a  condition  as  should  restrain  them  from 
'  doing  hurt.' 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  endeavour  to  justify  the  policy 
adopted  by  the  Commons  in  the  first  years  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.  We  wish  merely  to  render  it  more  intelligible  by 
bringing  into  notice  motives  which  exerted  a  strong  influence 
at  the  tune,  and  to  which  no  prominence  whatever  is  given  in 
Mr.  Grardiner's  book.  We  shall  begin  by  tracing  the  gradual 
rise  and  formation  of  the  High  Church  party. 

Though  the  English  Reformation  was  inaugurated  and 
carried  through  by  me  sovereign,  a  glance  at  the  Statute-book 
shows  us  that  Parliament  was  the  means  by  which  the  religious 
changes  were  in  the  main  effected.  After  the  year  1571, 
however,  the  Reformation  having  proceeded  as  far  as  Elizabeth 
cared  that  it  should  go,  she  interpreted  her  supremacy  to  mean 
that  Parliament  had  no  voice  in  ecclesiastical  amurs.  It 
followed  that,  as  soon  as  the  accord  previously  existing  be- 
tween sovereign,  clergy,  and  laity  began  to  give  way,  the 
^een's  interpretation  of  the  royal  supremacy  was  contested. 

The  changes  desired  by  the  Conunons  may  be  divided 
into  two  classes.  The  first,  the  reform  of  abuses  such  as  at- 
tached to  the  ecclesiastical  courts  and  the  svstem  of  pluralities 
and  non-residence ;  the  second,  alterations  m  the  Prayer-book. 
That  abuses  existed  was  a  generally  admitted  fact,  but  it 
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was  by  means  of  Convocation,  not  of  Parliament,  that  the 
queen  wished  reform  to  be  made.      The   canons,  however^ 
which  were  passed  for  this  purpose,   like  the  orders  of  the 
Lord   Chancellors,   either    applied  ineffective    remedies,   or 
soon  fell  into  abeyance.     Archbishop  Whitgift,  who  had  to 
meet  the  complaints  of  the  Commons,  sharply  rebuked  the 
Bishops  because  so  little  was  done.     ^  I  would  rather  with 
^  severity  reform  an  officer  than  hear  these  complaints,  which 
^  in  the  end  may  turn  to  the  scandal  of  our  ecclesiastical  juris- 
*  diction.'     On  the  question  of  alterations  in  the  Prayer-book 
the  queen  would  make  no  concessions.     On  the  contrary,  she 
made  use  of  Convocation  to  prevent  non-conformists  from 
creeping  into  the  Church.    Canons  were  passed  requiring  sub* 
scription  to  the  Articles  generally  (1571,  1575),  and  Whitgift 
demanded  subscription  on  three  points,  the  Royal  Supremacy, 
the  lawfiilness  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  and  the  Ordi- 
nation Service,  and  the  truth  of  the  Thirty-nine  Articles.   The 
Act  of  1571,  however,  the  last  instance  of  Parliamentary 
interference,  was  understood  to  mean  that  the  clergy  should 
subscribe  to  those  articles  only  which  concerned  the  confession 
of  the  Christian  faith  and  the  doctrine  of  the  sacraments.    The 
consequences  of  two  sources  of  legislation,  not  in  union  with 
one  another,  were  at  once  apparent.     Bills  were  brought  into 
the  Lower  House  to  prohibit  the  use  of  any  oath,  or  subscrip- 
tion except  according  to  statute ;  while  ministers,  doubtless 
acting  on  legal  advice,  refused  to  sign  Whitgift's  Articles,  on 
the  plea  that  the  requirement  could  not  be  borne  out  bv  law. 
Though  Elizabeth  would  not  allow  Parliament  to  share  in 
ecclesiastical  affairs,  she  did  not  allow  the  Bishops  any  indepen- 
dent authority.     They  were  merely  her  instruments  to  carry 
out  her  policy,  and  she  never  let  them  forget  their  position. 
She  robbed  the  bishoprics ;  she  issued  commissions  for  hunting 
out  concealed  crown  lands  held  by  the  clergy ;  she  threaten^ 
to  *  unfrock '  the  Bishop  of  Ely ;  she  rated  Whitgift  for  allow- 
ing the  Lambeth  Articles  to  be  drawn  up  without  her  know- 
ledge or  consent    Such  a  galling  dependence  the  Bishops  pre- 
ferred to  bear  rather  than  submit  to  the  interference  of  statute 
law  in  ecclesiastical  affairs;   but  their  successors  reaped  the 
benefit  of  their  submission  and  patience.    The  conception  which 
James  I.  and  Charles  I.  formed  of  the  ecclesiastical  supremacy 
was  quite  distinct  from  that  held  by  Elizabeth.    These  princes 
were  both  religious  in  the  sense  that  they  could  not  with  a 
safe  conscience  have  robbed  the  Church  of  her  lands  to  gratify 
a  courtier's  avarice.    Bancroft  and  Laud  never  reminded  them, 
as  Whitgift  in  terror  for  church  property  reminded  Elizabeth, 
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that  there  were  statutes  which  pronounced  a  curse  against 
the  breakers  of  Magna  Charta.  In  the  hands  of  Elizabeth 
the  ecclesiastical  supremacy  had  been  a  weapon  of  offence  by 
which  to  compel  submission  from  the  clergy  to  the  royal  will ; 
in  the  hands  of  the  Stuarts  it  became  a  shield  of  defence  to 
preserve  inviolate  a  church  as  sacred  as  the  monarchy  itself. 

The  theory  of  the  divine  right  of  episcopacy  was  not  un- 
known during  the  last  decade  of  the  sixteenth  century.     It 
was  evidently,  however,  not  very  compatible  with  the  doctrine 
of  the  royal  supremacy  ;   and  Elizabeth's  Bishops  did  not  ven- 
ture to  say  in  plain  words  that  the  powers  they  exercised  had 
any  other  source  than  the  crown.    In  Elizabeth's  Council  were 
to  be  found  representatives  of  all  parties,  and  the  Bishops  knew 
they  had  powerful  enemies  ever  ready  to  seize  an  opportunity 
of  bringing  them  into  disfavour  witn  their  mistre.'^.     Thus, 
when  Bancroft,  in  a  sermon  preached  at  Paul's  Cross  in  1588, 
said  that  Arius  was  condemned  as  a  heretic  for  holding  that 
there  was  no  difference  by  the  word  of  God  between  a  priest 
and  a  bishop,  Sir  Francis  Knollys,  the  Privy  Councillor,  ac- 
cused the  preacher  of  asserting  by  inference  that  bishops  exer- 
cised authority  jure  divinoy  and  of  thereby  denying  the  royal 
supremacy.     Elizabeth  had  not  been  dead  many  years  before 
the  Divine  Right  of  Bishops  became  an  article  in  the  creed  of 
the  higher  classes  of  the  clergy.     To  make  amends  for  any 
injury  done  to  the  royal  supremacy  they  adopted  that  inflated 
theory  of  the  Divine  Right  of  Kings,  which  taught  that  the 
monarch  was  above   the  control  of  law.     The  theories  were 
dovetailed  into  one  another,  and  for  all  that  the  King  gave  the 
Bishops,  the  Bishops  made  an  ample  return  to  the  Kiog.    The 
consequence  of  this  union  was  that  James  followed  out  the 
policy  of  Elizabeth  only  more  consistently  in  yielding  nothing 
to  the  Parliament,  while  he  forsook  her  policy  in  allowing  the 
Church  to  have  a  platform  of  her  own  and  a  spiritual  existence 
independent  of  the  royal  will.     He  gained  the  support  of  a 
party  amongst  the  clergy,  but  he  lost  the  confidence  of  the 
country  gentlemen  and  the  lawyers. 

When  James  came  to  the  throne  the  term  Puritan  was  no 
longer  applicable  to  the  House  of  Commons.  For  though 
^till  bent  on  the  reform  of  abuses,  the  laity  as  a  body  had 
ceased  to  care  about  introducing  alterations  in  the  Prayer- 
Wk  or  in  the  system  of  Church  government  Bacon,  to 
^hom  Puritan  preciseness,  Puritan  pride  and  exclusiveness, 
Puritan  intolerance,  even  Puritan  zeal,  were  all  thoroughly 
^distasteful,  himself  shared  the  views  of  the  Lower  House  on 
the  ecclesiastical  question.     He  proposed  to  James  that  means 
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should  be  taken  by  Parliament  to  remedy  the  principal  abuses 
complained  of,  and  that  some  few  concessions  should  be  made 
in  matters  of  ritual  to  satisfy  the  zealots.  ^  I  would  ask 
^  why  the  civil  state  should  be  purged  and  restored  by  good 

*  and  wholesome  laws  made  every  third  or  fourth  year  in 
^  Parliaments   assembled,  and  contrariwise  the   ecclesiastical 

*  ^  state  should  still  continue  upon  the  dregs  of  time>  and  receive 

*  no  alteration  now  for  these  five-and-forty  years  and  more.' 
A  policy  which  opened  wider  the  doors  of  the  Church  and 
revived   the   action   of  Parliament  might  have  borne  noble 
fruits.     But  James  had  not  the  courage  to  carry  it  out.    He 
was  afraid  of  the  Puritans,  and  he  could  not  trust  the  Parlia- 
ment.    Drifting  with  circumstances  rather  than  pursuing  anj 
settled  principle,  he  took  the  reverse  course.     He  urged  on  a 
fresh  persecution  of  ministers  who  refused  to  sign  to  the  truth 
of  the  Articles.      The  settlement  of  the  religious  question  he 
left  to  Convocation,  which  under  the  guidance  of  Bancroft 
drew  up  a  large  body  of  canons.     Of  these  some  concerned 
ecclesiastical  abuses ;   others  more   especially  concerned  the 
clergy ;  Whitgift's  three  articles  were  inserted,  and  ordination 
and  preferment  made  dependent  on  subscription.    The  framers 
of  the  canons,  however,  did  not  stop  at  this  point.     Not  con- 
tent with  legislating  for  the  clergy,  they  proceeded  to  legislate 
for  the  laity  also.     Thus   they   declared   excommunicate  all 
who  asserted  that  the  Prayer-book  or  the  Thirty-nine  Articles 
contained  anything  superstitious  or  contrary  to  the  word  of 
God ;  all  who  denied  that  Convocation  was  the  representative 
of  the  true  Church  of  England,  or  that  those  who  were  not- 
present  in  Convocation,  laymen  or  clergy,  were  bound  by  its 
decrees  in  ecclesiastical  causes.     The  sentence  of  excommuni-i 
cation,  it  must  be  remembered,  incurred  temporal  penalties,  for 
the  excommunicated  person  could  not  enforce  the  payment  oi 
debts,  and  was  liable  to  imprisonment.     James   ratified  the 
canons,  ordering  them  *  to  be  observed,  executed,  and  equally 

*  kept  by  all  our  loving  subjects,'  and  thus  allowing  the  cl 
of  Convocation  to  legislate  with  himself  for  the  nation.     Thi 
Commons  met  this  challenge  by  a  clear  and  decided  stateme 
of  their  view  of  the  royal  supremacy.    *  In  matters  of  religion 
they  said  to  the  king,  *  it  will  appear  by  examination  of  thi 
^  truth  and  right  that  your  Majesty  should  be  misinformed 
^  any  man  should  deliver  that  the  kings  of  England  have 

*  absolute  power  in  themselves  either  to  alter  religion  T  whi( 

*  God  forefend  should  be  in  the  power  of  any  mortal  m 

*  whatsoever),  or  to  make   any  laws   concerning  the  sam 

*  otherwise  than  in  temporal  causes  by  consent  of  Parliamen 
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In  1606  Convocation  again  drew  up  a  book  of  canons.  Each 
canon  was  prefaced  by  a  chapter  of  Bible  history  whence  the 
doctrine  which  it  contained  was  deduced.  The  government  of 
the  world,  this  book  said,  rested  in  the  hands  of  Christ,  its 
Maker.  He  appointed  princes  to  rule  over  kingdoms  as  his 
deputies.  He  appointed  ecclesiastical  governors  to  rule  par- 
ticular churches.  All  authority,  therefore,  came  from  God, 
and  the  people  had  no  authority  to  chose  or  withstand  their 
rulers  ecclesiastical  or  temporal.    Obedience  was  due  to  princes, 

*  how  evil  soever  they  be,  yea  though  they  seek  the  lives  of 

*  their  subjects.'  Neither  government  by  one  chief  bishop, 
nor  government  by  presbyters,  was  of  God's  appointment.  Epis- 
copacy was  established  by  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  Apostles' 
time,  and  he  only  was  a  lawful  minister  who  was  ordained  by  a 
bishop.  This  was  certainly  a  remarkable  production  when  we 
consider  its  source.  It  related  as  much  to  the  laity  as  to  the 
clergy ;  it  dealt  as  much  with  temporal  as  ecclesiastical  matters. 
It  was  simply  a  political  treatise  enunciating  with  the  voice  of 
authority  certain  theories  of  government,  and  declaring  all 
dissenters  from  its  conclusions  in  error. 

James  had  reasons  for  not  approving  all  that  was  contained 
in  the  book,  so  that  it  escaped  publication  at  the  time.  The 
Conunons,  however,  to  whom  the  canons  of  1604  gave  great 
offence,  and  who,  of  course,  were  aware  of  what  kind  of  work 
Convocation  was  engaged  upon,  passed  a  Bill  to  restrain  the 
execution  of  all  canons  that  had  not  been  confirmed  by  Parlia- 
ment The  Bill  met  with  the  fate  of  others  of  its  kind,  and 
was  rejected  by  the  Upper  House. 

The  attempts  made  by  Convocation  to  legislate  for  the 
nation  formed  but  one  half  of  the  quarrel  between  the  Bishops 
and  the  Commons.  Another  cause  of  offence  was  found  in  the 
attempts  made  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ecclesiastical 
courts,  and  to  free  them  of  the  control  of  the  Common  Law 
coiirts.  The  procedure  of  the  High  Commission,  as  well  as 
its  powers  of  fining  and  imprisoning,  had  brought  it  from  the 
time  of  its  first  establishment  into  great  odium  with  all  pro- 
fessors of  the  Common  Law.  The  use  of  the  oath  ex  ojffieio, 
requiring  men  to  swear  to  answer  truly  any  question  asked, 
.  was  attacked  as  of  Romish  origin  and  as  being  now  illegal  in 
1  England.  To  the  defence  of  the  civilians  that  the  oath  was 
already  used  in  the  Courts  of  Chancery  and  the  Star  Cham- 
ber, it  was  answered,  that  in  both  these  courts  a  charge  was 
exhibited  before  any  oath  was  demanded,  and  the  de^ndant 
was  only  examined  on  his  oath  concerning  the  charges  con- 
tained in  the  bill  of  complaint.     In  the  High  Commission  a 
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man  was  accused  upon  secret  8uggesti<ni5  and  sworn  to  answer 
truly  before  he  knew  what  he  was  to  answer  to.     Large 
numbers  of  prohibitions  had  been  issued  by  the  Common  Law 
courts  while  Elizabeth  was  on  the  throne.     James'  principles 
of  church  government  did  not  lessen  the  rivalry  between  the 
two  jurisdictions.    The  new  theories  of  Divine  Right  were  not 
very  favourably  received  by  the  lawyers :    for  while    the 
Church  and  the  Prerogative  were  taken  under  the  protection 
of  the  Divine  power,  the  Common  Law  was  left  out  in  the 
cold  to  shift,  as  best  it  might,  as  a  mere  human  institution. 
Both  in  and  out  of  Parliament  the  lawyers  offered  a  sturdy 
resistance  to  the  growing  pretensions  of  the  new  ecclesiastical 
party.    The  Judges  shared  the  same  feelings  modified  by  their 
position ;  but  even  the  strong  tether  of  oflBce  did  not  restrain 
them  from  sending  out  prohibitions  on  every  possible  pretext. 
Bancroft  brought  under  the  notice  of  James  a  long  string  of 
complaints.    The  civil  and  ecclesiastical  jurisdictions,  he  argued, 
being  now  united  de  facto  and  dejure  under  the  crown,  were 
like  two  separate  streams  issuing  from  the  same  fount,  and 
there  was  no  longer  any  reason  for  the  interference  of  the 
temporal  courts  with  the  ecclesiastical.     Yet  the  Judges,  under 
colour  of  interpreting  statutes  relating  to  ecclesiastical  affairs, 
sought  to  make  ecclesiastical  causes   matters    of   temporal 
cognisance.    They,  moreover,  granted  prohibitions  on  frivolous 
and  false  grounds,  as  because  the  case  was  neither  testa- 
mentary nor  matrimonial^  or  because  the  trial  of  custom  on 
payment  of  tithes  must  be  made  in  a  temporal  court.     The 
powers  of  the  High  Commission  itself  were  obstructed.     Two 
persons,  fined  and  imprisoned,  had  been  let  out  of  confinement, 
one  by  the  King's  Bench,  the  other  by  the  Common  Pleas,  on 
the  ground  that  the  High  Commission  could  proceed  by  eccle- 
siastical censures  only.     Another  man  had  obtained  a  prohibi- 
tion from  the  King's  Bench  upon  the  suggestion  that  he  ought 
to  have  a  copy  of  tlie  articles  before  he  could  be  called  upon  to 
answer  them  on  oath.     Why,  Bancroft  concluded  by  asking, 
should  not  excommunication  be  as  freely  put  in  use  to  defend 
the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  as  prohibitions  to  defend   the 
temporal  ? 

James  was  inclined  to  favour  the  views  of  Bancroft  and  the 
civilians ;  but  no  exercise  of  royal  authority  could  bring  the 
Judges  to  yield  an  iota  of  the  claims  of  their  courts.  They 
drew  up  answers  to  the  archbishop's  complaints;  and  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  by  a  series  of  decisions,  resolved  that 
in  all  cases  the  determination  of  what  power  the  ecclesiastical 
judge  can  exercise  belongs  to  the  temporal  judge ;  that  all 
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Acts  of  Parliament,  without  exception,  shall  be  expounded  by 
the  judges  of  the  Common  Law,  and  not  by  canonists  and 
civilians ;  that  the  High  Commissioners  cannot  fine  or  imprison 
except  in  cases  of  heresy  or  schism ;  that  the  Hi^h  Com- 
missioners ought  not  to  have  cognisance  of  scandal  against 
themselves,  because  they  are  parties;  that  the  ecclesiastical 
jndge  cannot  examine  a  man  upon  his  oath  on  the  intention 
and  thought  of  his  heart,  and  if  any  man  is  so  examined  he  is 
not  bound  to  answer.  And  so  long  as  a  man  does  not  ofiend 
either  in  act  or  word  any  law  established,  there  is  no  reason 
diat  he  shall  be  examined  upon  his  thought,  for,  as  it  has  been 
mi  in  the  proverb,  *  Thought  is  free.' 

However  much,  in  these  disputes,  lawyers  and  civilians  were 
actuated  by  the  desire  each  to  bring  grist  to  their  own  mill,  at 
the  bottom  the  same  question  was  at  issue  between  the  Bishops 
and  the  Judges  as  between  the  Bishops  and  the  House 
of  Commons.  When  the  Bishops  proposed  that  prohibitions 
should  be  granted  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Judges  pro- 
posed that  the  dispute  should  be  settled  by  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. When  Bancroft  brought  forward  a  canon  to  support 
his  views.  Coke  told  him  that  all  canons  contrary  to  Common 
Law,  Statute  Law,  and  Customs  were  void.  A  few  years 
later  a  great  effort  was  made  to  obtain  from  the  Judges  a 
recognition  of  the  right  of  the  High  Commissioners  to  fine  and 
imprison  in'  other  cases  besides  heresy  and  schism.  Office  had 
often  a  tempering  effect  on  opinion,  and  James  issued  a  new 
commission  in  which  he  inserted  the  names  of  Coke  and  six 
other  judges.  But  the  new  commissioners  one  and  all  re- 
fused to  take  their  seats  in  a  tribunal  which  exercised,  as  they 
thought,  illegal  powers. 

Amid  the  clash  of  contending  jurisdictions  professors  of  the 
Common  and  Civil  Law  were  not  disposed  to  place  a  very  high 
estimate  on  each  other's  learning.  Whitgift  long  since  had 
made  mention  of  the  *  barbarous  knowledge  of  the  temporal 

*  lawyers,  whose  learning  is  no  learning  anywhere   but  here 

*  at  home.*  Civilians  wrote  books  in  defence  of  their  courts 
tmd  their  law.  There  now  arose  on  the  bide  of  the  Com- 
mon Law  a  foeman  well  worthy  of  his  adversaries'  steel.  In 
the  preface  to  his  *  History  of  Tithes '  John  Selden  assured  his 
readers  that  he  did  not  intend  to  enter  upon  the  question 
whether  tithes  had  been  set  aside  for  the  priesthood  by  an  im- 
mutable law  of  God.  Such  a  question  was  better  left  to  divines 
to  deal  with.  His  book  was  a  mere  narration  and  history 
of  tithes.  The  work,  however,  he  said,  was  not  only  taxed 
hj  mistaking  its  subject,  but  also  in  regard  of  its  author. 
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*  What  has  a  Common  Lawyer  to  do  (so  they  murmur)  with 

*  writing  of  Tithes,  for  by  Uiat  name  it  pleases  them  to  style 
^  me ;  and  I  must  confess  I  have  long  laboured  to  make  mpelf 

*  worthy  of  it.'     After  this  graceful  defence  of  his  profession, 
Selden  proceeded  to  show  that  his  special  studies  had  better 
fitted  him  to  write  a  history  of  tithes  than  the  special  studies 
of  the  divine  or  civilian  had  fitted  either  of  them.     As  far  as 
the  theory  of  the  *  Divine  Right  of  Tithes,'  rested  on  an  as- 
sumption  of  facts,   Selden  completely  undermined   it.    He 
showed  how,  for  four  hundred  years  after  the  Christian  era, 
there  had  been  no  payment  of  tithes ;  how  their  payment  had 
afterwards  arisen ;  how  the  theory  of  *  Divine  Kight '  had  gra- 
dually been  formed,  how  it  had  been  subject  to  various  modi- 
fications and  always  contested.     As  far  as  the  theory  made  no 
appeal  to  facts,  but  rested  on  the  bare  assertion  of  its  holders 
that  God  had  reserved  tithes  for  the  priesthood,  Selden  did  not 
venture  to  express  an  opinion.     Nevertheless  the  book  roused 
a  storm  of  indignation  amongst  the  clergy,  and  Selden,  in 
obedience  to  the  requirement  of  the  High  Commission,  set 
his  hand  to  a  submission  expressing  his  regret  for  having  fur- 
nished any  argument  against  the  ^  Divine  Right  of   Tithes.* 
The  sale  of  his  work  was  prohibited,  and  he  was  forbidden  to 
reply  to  the  answers  of  his  numerous  opponents.     The  sup- 
pression of  Selden's  book  marks  the  rapid  growth  of  ecclesias- 
tical pretensions  during  James'  reign.     In  1618  a  man  might 
not  assert  as  matter  of  history  opinions  which  had  been  held 
by  members  of  the  English  Church  fifteen  years  previously. 
Hutton,  Archbishop  of  York,  writing  to  Whitgift,  had  said  that 
in  his  opinion  it  did  not  in  the  least  signify  whether  ministers 
were  provided  for  by  tithes  or  in  any  other  way.  Bacon,  about 
the  same  time,  made  a  like  statement.  Nor  could  it  be  said  that 
there  was  the  slightest  revolutionary  tendency  in  Selden's 
book.     If,  as  the  author  remarked,  the  clergy  rested  their  sole 
claim  on  jus  divinum^  disbelievers  in  that  theory  might  say 
that  tithes  were  not  due  at  all.     By  basing  their  claim  on 
law  positive,  he  had  given  them  the  surest  guarantee  for 
their  payment.     But  here  it  was  in  fact  that  Selden's  chief 
offence   lay.     His  clerical  opponents  preferred  to  rest  their 
claims  on  Canon   rather  than  on   Common  Law.    In  treat- 
ing of  Canons  and  Divine  Right  at  all  Selden  had  entered  upon 
a  *  question  proper  to  a  higher  profession.'     His  book  under 
the  name  of  a  *  History  of  Tithes '  was  also  a  history  of  the 
durance  in  which  canons  had  been  held  by  temporal  laws.     To 
all  who  knew  history,  he  had  said,  ^  it  was  clear  by  number- 
'  less  examples  that  the  laity  had  limited  the  canon  law,  so  that 
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'  to  argue  from  any  old  Church  canon  to  practice  was  much  like 

*  proving  the  practice  of  a  custom  from  Plato's  Commonwealth, 

*  or  Aristophanes'  City  of  Cuckoos  in  the  Clouds.'  Montague, 
in  answering  Selden,  accused  him  of  having  two  main  ends  in 
writing  the  book :  the  one  to  show  off  his  learning,  the  other 
to  bring  all  causes,  in  which  the  payment  of  tithes  was  a  point 
in  dispute,  to  the  decision  of  the  temporal  courts.  If  Selden 
lowrered  the  authority  of  canons  by  showing  how  temporal  laws 
bad  disregarded  them,  Montague  raised  them  above  the  Common 
Law  by  claiming  for  them  Divine  authority.  Canons,  he  said, 
were  the  expression  of  the  eternal  and  absolute  law  of  the 
Highest.  Though  laws  contrary  to  justice  and  right  had  crossed 
that  which  stood  upon  Divine  Precept,  this  was  no  proof  for  the 
invalidity  of  canons.  What  men  do  is  one  thing,  what  they  should 
do  another.  ^  And  though  it  be  true  that  some  Common  Laws. 
'  have  in  some  countries  opposed  and  torn  canons  down  before 
'  them,  I  can  make  it  good,  and  will  do  so  if  you  put  me  to  it,. 

*  that  canons  have  as  often  and  in  as  main  matters  upon  as 
'  good  a  right,  overtopped  and  ruled  the  municipal  laws  in 

*  sundry  kingdoms  in  temporal  things.'^ 

The  question  at  issue  between  the  party  which  Selden  and 
the  party  which  Montague  represented,  was  simply  whether  the 
natiofi  was  to  be  self-governed  in  ecclesiastical  as  in  temporal 
nmtters,  or  whether  it  was  to  submit  to  the  government  of  a 
Church,  owning  indeed  the  royal  supremacy,  but  aiming  at 
freedom  of  control  from  Parliaments  and  Law  Courts.    Such  a 
difference  of  view  was  not  to  be  easily  bridged,  and  as  soon  aa 
the  nation  should  find  cause  of  offence  with  divines  of  Mon- 
tague's school,  lawyers  and  country  gentlemen  were  sure  to  be 
found  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  their  enemies.     It  was  the 
theology  of  liie  new  party  which  aroused  the  antipathy  of  the 
populace.     Many  persons  amongst  the  cultivated  classes  but 
nore  especially  amongst  the  clergy  had  adopted  a  via  media 
between  the  extreme  views  of  Calvin  and  of  Rome.     The  re- 
ietion  taking  place  on  the  Continent  in  favour  of  Rome,  the 
great  interest  bestowed  on  all  theological  questions,  had  ne- 
cesatated  a  study  of  the  Fathers  in  order  that  Roman  Catholic 
writers  might  be  answered  from  their  own  ground.    That  study 
had  reacted  on  the  minds  of  the  students,  causing  them  to  take 
t  more  comprehensive  and  sympathetic  view  of  the  standpoint 
^  their  opponents.     There  was  indeed  no  reason  why  room 
should  not  have  been  found  in  the  Church  both  for  Arminians 
^d  CalviniBts.     Both  adhered  to  the  Articles,  and  if  these 

*  Dia^be  upon  the  First  Part  of  the  late  *  History  of  Tithes.'  1621. 
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were  to  be  virtually  re-written  and  narrowed  to  suit  the  views 
of  either  party,  the  progress  of  principles  of  toleration  would 
be  retarded  by  a  distinctly  backward  step.  The  tendency  of 
the  age  was  on  the  side  of  the  Arminians,  and  under  favour- 
able circumstances  their  theology  might  have  gained  ground 
even  amongst  the  uneducated  classes.  This,  however^  was  not 
to  be.  Causes  combined  to  bring  on  a  struggle  between  Armi- 
nians  and  Calvinists.  In  the  first  place,  James*  foreign  policy, 
together  with  the  advances  Catholicism  was  making  on  the 
Continent,  caused  theology  or  ceremonies  that  had  the  smallest 
appearance  of  a  Romish  tendency  to  be  regarded  with  aversion 
and  suspicion  by  the  nation.  In  the  second  place,  the  High 
Church  party  became  definitely  formed  and  began  to  play  a 
definite  part  in  politics.  Men  who  upheld  high  sacerdotal 
doctrine,  such  as  is  found  in  the  Convocation  Book  of  1606, 
rejected  the  personal  religion  of  Calvin  for  the  new  theological 
tenets.  James  himself,  who,  as  years  passed  on,  had  in  all 
questions  relating  to  Church  and  State  been  attracted  to  the 
side  of  the  holders  of  the  theories  of  Divine  Bight,  was  carried 
along  with  the  stream,  and  adopted  the  theology  that  was 
now  becoming  distinctive  of  the  same  party.  Men,  again,  who 
found  that  their  views  on  questions  of  doctrine  ana  Church 
government  were  not  accepted  by  the  nation,  began,  in  all 
points  at  issue  between  the  King  and  the  Parliament,  to  t&e 
up  a  prominent  position  as  supporters  of  the  prerogative.  The 
High  Church  party,  therefore,  could  reckon  on  no  friends  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  Almost  every  member  opposed  them, 
either  as  theologian  or  lawyer  or  politician. 

With  the  accession  of  Charles  all  possibility  of  compromise 
between  Arminians  and  Calvinists  was  destroyed.  James,  in 
spite  of  the  change  in  his  own  theological  views,  had  to  the 
last  maintained  a  fairly  neutral  attitude  between  the  two 
parties.  His  more  narrow-minded  son,  with  the  spirit  of  a 
partisan,  joined  the  side  which  supported  him  in  politics.  For 
his  use  was  prepared  a  list  of  the  names  of  clergymen,  marked 
P.  and  O.,  signifying  Puritan  and  Orthodox.  He  named  a 
committee  of  five  bishops,  all  High  Churchmen,  to  decide 
whether  Montague's  ^Appello  Csesarem'  was  in  accordance 
with  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  of  England.  Laud  appeared 
by  his  side  as  the  political  leader  of  the  High  Church  party, 
whose  views,  doctrinal  and  political,  were  forced  in  a  most 
offensive  manner  upon  the  attention  of  the  nation.  The 
Calvinists  were  plainly  told  that  they  were  intruders  into  the 
fold,  and  that  the  party  now  in  power  were  the  true  inter- 
preters of  the  Articles.    Obedience  to  the  commands  of  princes 
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was  inculcated  as  the  chief  duty  of  subjects,  and  refusers  of  a 
forced  loan  were  *  guilty  of  impiety,  disloyalty,  and  rebellion.* 
Abbot,  the  Primate  of  England,  for  refusing  to  license  a  ser- 
mon containing  these  last  tenets,  was  suspended  and  his  juris- 
diction handed  over  to  four  High  Church  bishops. 

The  Commons,  in  answer  to  this  programme,  attacked 
leading  members  of  the  High  Church  party  as  teachers  of 
false  doctrine  and  disturbers  of  Church  and  State.  It  was 
not,  however,  until  the  session  of  1629  that  they  proposed  in 
80  many  words  to  silence  the  whole  body  of  Arminian  preachers 
and  writers.  Shortly  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
Charles  had  published  the  Thirty-nine  Articles  with  that  De- 
claration attached  to  them  which  still  stands  in  the  Prayer- 
book.  He  virtually  said  to  the  Commons :  You  must  admit 
that  Parliament  has  no  claim  to  interfere  in  the  government  of 
the  Church ;  you  must  submit  to  any  ritual  observances  Con- 
vocation imposes ;  you  must  accept  any  interpretation  Convo- 
cation lays  upon  the  Articles.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
undertake  to  silence  preachers  and  writers  upon  disputed 
points  of  doctrine,  Arminians  as  well  as  Calvinists ;  but  we 
offer  you  no  guarantee  that  we  will  be  impartial  in  our  judg- 
ments. High  Churchmen  will  judge  offenders,  and  you  must 
trust  implicitly  to  their  sense  of  justice.  The  Declaration  was 
received  by  the  Commons  as  a  gauntlet  of  defiance.  It  was, 
indeed,  exactly  suited  to  knit  firmly  together  the  extremes 
of  the  Opposition.  The  mere  politician,  who  might  have 
acquiesced  in  a  policy  of  silence  on  disputed  points  of  doctrine, 
was  offended  with  the  claim  of  freedom  from  Parliamentary 
control  made  for  the  Church ;  the  mere  fanatic,  to  whom  at 
the  moment  the  suppression  of  false  doctrine  was  the  point 
of  importance,  was  offended  with  what  betook  to  be  e  proposal 
to  silence  his  party  and  give  liberty  of  speech  to  his  oppo- 
nents. Intended,  as  it  probably  was,  to  facilitate  agreement 
between  the  King  and  the  Parliament,  this  Declaration  was  as 
thoroughly  unstatesmanlike  a  document  as  the  hand  of  minister 
ever  drew. 

The  Commons  met  it  by  denying  that  Convocation  could 
impose  doctrine  or  discipline  upon  the  laity  without  consent  of 
Parliament,  and  demanding  that  Arminian  tenets  should  be 
si^pressed  and  their  holders  discountenanced  and  ejected  from 
high  office  in  Church  and  State.  It  is  easy  to  call  this 
simply  a  policy  of  suppression  of  unpopular  opinion,  but  the 
leaders  of  the  Commons  certainly  would  not  have  been  content 
to  describe  it  themselves  as  such.  The  suppression  of 
Annmian  doctrine  undoubtedly  was  regarded  by  them  as  a 
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means  for  the  preservation  of  liberty.  Even  a  man  so  strongly 
influenced  by  religious  feelings  as  Eliot  always  looked  on  the 
question  from  its  political  side.  If  he  desired  unity  of  religion, 
it  was  because  he  believed  that  the  tenets  of  Roman  Catholics 
and  of  Arminians  alike  were  productive  of  injurious  conse- 
quences to  the  State.  Nor  is  it  sufficient  answer  to  say  that 
the  political  views  of  the  High  Churchmen  were  not  neces- 
sarily a  result  of  their  doctrinal  tenets.  This  might  or  might 
not  be  the  case,  but  at  the  time  they  were  held  by  the  same 
men,  and  the  only  way  to  suppress  the  one  was  to  suppress 
the  other.  They  were  undoubtedly  incompatible  with  free  in- 
stitutions. England  was  not  short  of  men  intelligent  enough 
to  foresee  that  if  the  crown  might  on  every  occasion  of  pr^ 
sumed  necessity  replenish  an  empty  exchequer  without  asking 
the  consent  of  the  nation.  Parliaments  would  in  the  course  of 
time  cease  to  be  summoned,  or  if  summoned  meet  merely  to 
ratify  royal  decrees.  The  Constitution  could  not  stand  still ; 
advance  it  must,  either  in  the  direction  of  an  absolute  mon- 
archy or  of  a  free  government.  Charles,  therefore,  might 
have  no  intention  of  subverting  liberty,  yet  had  he  been 
permitted  to  govern  on  these  principles  and  transmit  them  in 
security  to  his   successors,   the   history   of  *  freedom  slowly 

*  broadening  down  from  precedent  to  precedent '  must  have 
been  relegated  to  the  Utopia  of  unfulfilled  possibilities.  Nor 
was  there,  we  must  remember,  any  question  of  moral  suasion 
here.  The  preacher  who  had  dared  to  assert,  what  hundreds 
were  thinking,  that  the  contributor  to  the  forced  loan  was 
guilty  of  impiety  to  his  God  and  treason  to  his  country,  would 
have  paid  the  penalty  of  his  boldness  by  a  life-long  imprison- 
ment, if  not  a  traitor's  death.  Need  we  wonder  that  the  Com- 
mons sought  to  silence  the  preacher  who  informed  his  hearers 
that  the  king's  demands  could  not  be  resisted  without  danger 
of  eternal  damnation,  *  though  every  of  those  circumstances 

*  be  not  observed  which  by  the  municipal  law  is  required'? 

In  addition  to  these. purely  political  motives  which  might 
lead  men  who  had  no  sympathy  with  the  doctrinal  views  of 
the  Calvinists  to  join  with  them  in  demanding  the  suppression 
of  Arminians,  there  was  further  the  strong  aversion  naturally 
felt  by  lawyers  and  country  gentlemen  to  the  principles  of 
Church  government  maintained  by  the  same  party.  The 
small  degree  of  intellectual  liberty  the  High  Churchmen  were 
willing  to  admit  was  not  likely  to  counterbalance  in  the  minds 
even  of  tolerant  men  the  danger  of  putting  the  nation  under 
the  yoke  of  a  clerical  assembly.  Selden  doubtless  had  not 
forgotten  the  suppression  of  his  '  History  of  Tithes '  and  the 
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oncoiirteotiB  manner  in  which  his  opponents  had  replied  to  his 
arguments,  while  they  forbade  him  to  reply  to  their  own.  We 
thmk,  indeed,  that  Mr.  Gardiner  is  inclined  to  lay  too  much 
emphasis  on  the  liberality  of  the  High  Church  party.  It  was, 
no  doubt,  an  advance  that  the  range  of  dogmatism  should  be 
restricted,  but  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  toleration  which  they  exercised  had  no  kinship  with  that 
toleration  which  allows  the  free  expression  of  opinions  held  to 
be  false.  They  only  allowed  men  to  think  for  themselves  on 
points  on  which  t/iey  held  that  doubt  was  admissible.  There 
was  indeed  nothing  special  to  the  Calvinists  in  the  idea  of 
silencing  opinions  held  to  be  false  or,  in  other  words,  unpopular 
opinions.  The  High  Church  minority  held  exactly  the  same 
idea.  They  could  not  conceive,  Buckridge,  Laud,  and  How- 
son  wrote  to  Buckingham,  what  use  there  was  ^  of  civil 
'government  in  the  commonwealth,  or  of  preaching  and  external 
*  ministry  in  the  Church,  if  such  fatal  opinions  as  some  which 
'are  opposite  and  contrary  to  those  delivered  by  Mr.  Montague 
'are  and  shall  be  publicly  taught  and  maintained.'  Their 
proposed  compromise  of  sUence  on  disputed  points  of  doctrine 
was  aimed  solely  at  the  suppression  of  Calvinistic  dogma  that 
was  distasteful  to  themselves.  Allowing  that  they  could  treat 
in  an  impartial  manner  preachers  who  disregarded  the  king's 
Declaration,  the  silence  they  imposed  on  their  own  pulpits  was 
to  them  a  matter  of  indifference,  if  not  of  advantage.  The 
higher  branches  of  theological  teaching  were,  in  their  opinion, 
not  fitted  for  a  popular  auditory.  The  people  were  to  follow 
the  guidance  of  their  spiritual  pastors,  but  not  to  take  part 
in  controversies  too  deep  for  their  uninstructed  minds.  It 
must  be  remembered,  moreover,  that  the  High  Churchmen 
were  entire  masters  of  the  situation ;  for  though  numerically 
weaker,  in  position  they  were  far  stronger  than  the  Calvinists. 
They  were  supported  by  the  king,  and  practically  all  important 
ecclesiastical  ofiSces,  not  to  mention  civil  offices,  were  at  the 
king's  disposal  The  Court  of  High  Commission,  as  well  as 
the  IStar  Chamber,  was  theirs  to  work  in  whatever  manner 
they  pleased.  In  short,  had  time  as  well  as  power  and  patron- 
age been  at  their  command,  the  policy  they  adopted  was  emi- 
nently suited  for  the  advancement  of  their  own  views  and  the 
quiet  eradication  of  Puritan  doctrine.'  * 
Of  course  the  House  of  Commons  was  the  very  reverse  of 


*  The  case  of  Samuel  Ward  before  the  High  Commission  is  a  good 
illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  the  system  of  silence  on  doctrinal 
quesdona  affected  Puritan  preachers.  '  Calendar  of  State  Papers,'  Dom. 
8er.,  1635-1636. 
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a  tolerant  assembly.     It  was  composed  mainly  of  Calvinists, 
who  had  as  little  idea  as  their  opponents  of  allowing  the  free 
expression   of   opinion   which   they   regarded    as    erroneous. 
Yet  it  was  with  the  House  of  Commons  rather  than  with  the 
Bishops  that  the  hope  of  a  more  liberal  policy  in  the  future 
lay.     For  while  Convocation  was  a   clerical  assembly  repre- 
senting the  views  of  a  small  minority,  the  House  of  Commons 
was  at  least  a  lay  assembly  representing  the  views  of  the 
majority   of   the   nation.     When   that  majority  was   out  of 
danger,  it  was  possible  that  the  Commons  would  cease  to  per- 
secute the  minority.     From  this  point  of  view  the  attitude 
taken    up   by  the   Commons    in    1641    is   worth   observing. 
JLiawyers  and  statesmen  then  turned  the  weight  of  their  indig- 
nation against  the  late  system  of  church  government.     They 
attacked  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  the  doctrine  of  the  Divine 
Right  of  Episcopacy,  the  withdrawal  of  causes  in  which  the 
clergy  were  interested  from  the  ordinary  temporal  jurisdiction, 
the  endeavoura  of  some  of  the  bishops  to  introduce  a  blind 
dependence  of  the  people  upon  the  clergy  and  of  the  clergy 
upon  themselves,  the  political  importance  given  to  the  clergy, 
their  seats  upon  the  benches  at  the  sessions  of  the  peace,  their 
seats  in  the  Star  Chamber,  their  seats  at  the  Council  Board, 
the  appropriation  of  the  word  *  Church  '  to  Convocation,  to- 
gether with  the  claim  of  Convocation  to  make  laws  for  the 
nation,  illustrated  as  this  had  been  by  the  canons  of  1640, 
which  imposed  an  oath  on  clergymen  and,  in  some  cases,  on 
laymen,  and  required  ministers  to  read  four  Sundays  in  the 
year  at  morning   prayer  certain   statements   concerning  the 
Divine  right  of  kings  and  the  duty  of  passive  obedience.     On 
the  other  hand,  the  doctrinal  question,  which  had  aroused  so 
much  fervour  twelve  years  earlier,  received  hardly  more  than 
a  passing  notice.     At  first  we  might  suppose  that  while  Laud 
had  failed  in  gaining  acceptance  for  his  idea  of  conformity  in 
ritual  and  his  principles  of  Church  government,  he  had  yet 
succeeded  in  dulling  the  edge  of  the  people's  appetite  for  the 
discussion  of  disputed  points  of  doctrine.     But  this  was  not 
the  case.     Though  the  most  zealous  Calvinists  had  left  the 
country  for  New  England,  yet  the  flame  of  theological  contro- 
versy burst  out  amongst  preachers  and  people  as  strongly  as 
ever.     The  cause  why  the  suppression  of  erroneous  opinion 
had  become  a  matter  of  indifference  to  a  majority  of  the  House 
of  Commons  must  be  sought  elsewhere.     In   1628  and  1629 
the  free  expression  of  Arminian  doctrine  was  understood  to 
imply  the  suppression  of  Calvinism,  the  introduction  of  new 
forms  of  ritual,  the  exclusion  of  Parliament  from  the  entire 
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pphere  of  ecclesiastical  matters,  the  spread  of  arbitrary  prin- 
ciples of  government  in  the  State.  In  1641,  when  the  Commons 
took  into  their  own  hands  the  reform  of  the  government  in 
Church  and  State,  imprisoned  Laud  and  convicted  Strafford  of 
treason,  Arminian  doctrine  lost  its  political  significance,  and 
its  holders  were  no  longer  regarded  as  dangerous.  Govern- 
ment in  Church  and  State  lost  its  political  significance  and  its 
holders  were  no  longer  regarded  as  dangerous.  Hence  though 
dissent  was  unrecognised,  no  attempt  was  made  to  bind  con- 
sciences over  to  the  formulas  of  Calvinism,  The  wave  of  re- 
action, produced  by  the  political  position,  had  spent  its  force, 
and  the  tide  again  flowed  in  its  natural  direction.  Arminian 
tenets  made  way,  and  gained  converts  amongst  the  opponents 
of  episcopacy.  It  is  curious  to  find  Baxter  complaining  that 
he  found  in  the  sectarian  army  soldiers  who  *  vehemently  de- 

*  claimed  against  the  doctrine  of  election  and  for  the  power  of 

*  free  will.' 

The  religious  question  was  one  chief  cause  of  quarrel  be- 
tween Charles  and  the  Commons.  There  was  a  second,  which 
at  the  time  was  of  hardly  less  interest  or  of  less  importance — 
that  of  taxation.  The  Commons,  through  dislike  of  the  King's 
policy,  refused  to  grant  supplies,  and  Charles  in  consequence 
raised  money  without  consent  of  Parliament.  This  led  to  the 
passing  of  the  celebrated  Petition  of  Right  in  1G28,  which 
enacts  ^  that  no  man  hereafter  be  compelled  to  make  or  yield 

*  any  ffifty  loan,  benevolence,  tax,  or  such  like  charge,  without 

*  common  consent  by  Act  of  Parliament.'  It  has  been  ordi- 
narily held  that  when  the  Commons  passed  this  law  they  in- 
tended to  render  all  taxation  without  consent  of  Parliament 
illegal.  Mr.  Gardiner  does  not  hold  this  view.  The  special 
terais,  he  observes,  to  include  customs  duties,  which  Charles  at 
the  time  was  levying  by  prerogative,  were  not  inserted.  Fur- 
ther, the  words  *  tax  or  such  like  charge '  could  only  have 
reference   to   inland  taxation.      ^  It  was    notorious   that  the 

*  crown  lawyers  had  for  many  years  been  arguing  that  a  cus- 

*  toms  duty  was  something  altogether  different  in  kind  from 

*  a  "  tax  or  such  like  charge,"  and  therefore  something  which, 

*  as  falling  upon  goods  before  their  entrance  into  the  kingdom 

*  or  after  their  exit  from  it,  could  be  imposed  by  the  mere  pre- 

*  rogative  of  the  crown.'  *  Are  we  then,  he  asks,  to  suppose 
that  the  popular  lawyers  were  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  the 
proper  terms  to  include  customs  duties,  or  so  stupid  as  to  use 
a  term  of  which  the  meaning  was  certain  to  be  contested  by 

*  England  under  Charles  I.  and  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  ii.  311. 
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the  advocates  of  the  crown?  Accordingly  Mr.  Gardiner 
regards  the  appeal  made  by  the  Commons  to  the  Petition  of 
Kight  in  their  Remonstrance  against  the  levy  of  customs 
wiaioiit  consent  of  Parliament,  as -a  daring  attempt  to  take 
up  new  ground  which  would  place  the  right  of  their  House 
above  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  which  in  the 
previous  reign  had  given  the  crown  the  right  of  levying  cus- 
toms by  prerogative  and  had  hitherto  been  contested  in  vain. 

From  this  view  we  dissent  in  several  important  points.  Be- 
fore entering  on  the  question  it  will  be  necessary  to  state  shortiy 
the  three  branches  of  duties  levied  at  the  ports  in  the  time  of 
James  I.  and  the  technical  name  for  each  branch. 

I.  Customs. — These  were  duties  fixed  at  a  stated  sum. 
They  comprised  the  antiqua  custuma^  duties  on  wool,  woolfells, 
and  leather,  fixed  by  statute  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.,  and  the 
nova  custuma,  duties  which  had  originated  in  the  time  of  Edward 
I.  and  Edward  III.,  some  being  imposed  by  the  crown,  some 
being  undertaken  by  merchant  strangers.  No  special  graot 
of  these  duties  was  made  in  the  Tonnage  and  Poundage 
Acts. 

II.  Subsidies — These  were  duties  granted  to  the  king  for 
life  by  a  so-called  Act  of  Tonnage  and  Poundage,  passed  at 
the  beginning  of  each  reign.  They  comprised  (1)  a  subsidy  of 
tonnage,  as  Ss,  on  every  ton  of  wipe;  (2)  a  subsidy  of  poun- 
dage, as  12rf.  on  the  value  of  every  20^.  worth  of  goods  ex- 
ported or  imported  with  certain  exceptions  named;  (3)  additional 
subsidies  on  any  special  articles,  as  33s.  4d.  on  every  sack  of 
wool. 

III.  Imposts  or  Impositions. — These  were  duties  in  addition 
to  any  of  the  former,  imposed  by  the  crown  without  consent 
of  Parliament.  All  these  duties  were  in  general  language  some- 
times called  *  impositions,'  sometimes  *  customs.'  Mr.  Gardi- 
ner, speaking  in  modem  language,  of  course  calls  them  *  cus- 
toms.' To  avoid  the  ambiguity  which  would  arise  from  using 
either  ^  imposition '  or  *  custom '  in  a  double  sense,  we  shall 
use  the  word  *  port  duties,'  for  the  collective  name  of  all  three 
branches. 

*  Impositions '  were  comparatively  modern.     Mary  had  first 
laid  impositions  on  a  few  articles  of  import.     Elizabeth  had 
continued  them.     In  James'  time  their  legality  was  disputed 
by  Bate,  a  merchant  who  refused  to  pay  an  imposition  on  cur- 
rants.    The  case  was  brought  before  four  judges  in  the  Exche- 
quer and  judgment  was  given  in  favour  of  the  king  (1606). 
After  this  James  laid  impositions  on  many  articles  of  export  and 
import.  The  question  attracted  the  attention  of  the  CommoDS, 
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«nd  the  decision  of  the  judges  was  vehemently  contested  as  bad 
law  in  the  Parliaments  of  1610  and  1614.  Bills  introduced  into 
both  these  Parliaments  to  render  impositions  illegal  did  not  pass, 
and  in  1628,  when  the  Petition  of  Kight  was  framed,  the  power 
exercised  by  the  crown  of  laying  impositions  was  still  a  cause 
of  quarrel  between  King  and  Commons. 

No  one,  we  suppose,  will  attempt  to  maintain,  in  the  face  of 
Mr.  Grardiner's  arguments,  that  the  Commons  intended  to  in- 
dude  the  special  question  of  port  duties  in  the  Petition  of 
Right.  If  they  had  so  intended,  the  special  terms  would  un- 
doubtedly be  there.  But  admitting  this,  the  question  yet 
remains  unanswered  whether  the  Petition  of  Right  was  intended 
not  merely  as  a  law  against  loans  and  benevolences,  but  also 
as  a  general  law  against  all  unparliamentary  taxation,  and  if  so, 
whether  the  Commons  could  fairly  appeal  to  it  against  the  con- 
tinued levy  of  port  duties  by  prerogative.  In  stating  our 
reasons  for  differing  from  Mr.  Gardiner's  conclusions  on  both 
these  points  we  shall,  in  the  first  place,  criticise  his  statement 
that  the  crown  lawyers  had  for  many  years  been  arguing  that 
a  port  duty  was  different  in  kind  from  'a  tax  or  such  like 
*  charge.'  We  shall  afterwards  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  chief 
arguments  employed  while  James  was  on  the  throne  for  and 
against  the  right  of  the  Crown  to  lay  impositions.  Thirdly, 
we  shall  show  how  when  Charles  came  to  the  throne  the  whole 
question  entered  on  a  new  phase ;  and  lastly,  we  shall  treat  of 
the  Commons'  intention  in  framing  the  Petition  of  Kight,  and 
of  Mr.  Gardiner's  charge  that  they  took  up  new  ground  in 
saying  that  the  raising  of  port  duties  not  granted  by  Parlia- 
ment was  *  contrary  to  your  Majesty's  royal  answer  to  their 
'  late  Petition  of  Right' 

Mr.  Gardiner's  language  implies  that  a  port  duty  was 
supposed  to  differ  in  kind  from  an  income  tax  or  other  inland 
charge  in  not  falling  on  the  consumer.  But  this  certainly  was 
not  the  case.  The  documents  of  the  time  give  conclusive 
evidence  that  merchants,  lawyers,  and  members  of  Parliament 
all  knew  as  well  as  we  do  that  the  consumer  paid  in  the  last 
instance.  Thus  the  Levant  merchants  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth 
begged  that  they  might  not  be  obliged  to  pay  an  imposition  on 
certain  currants  which  they  had  already  sold  without  ^  en- 
'  hancing  their  price  a  penny.'  The  Commons,  in  a  Petition  of 
Grievances,  complained  to  James  that  since  the  impositions 
had  been  laid  on  currants,  the  price  to  the  subject  had  quad- 
rupled. Baron  Fleming,  in  giving  judgment  in  Bate's  case, 
said :  <  The  impost  to  him  [the  merchant]  is  nothing,  for  he 
'  rateth  his  merchandise  according  to  that.     The  impost  is 
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*  imposed  upon  currants,  and  he  who  will  buy  them  shall  have 
'  them  subject  to  that  charge.'* 

There  was,  however,  a  certain  distinction  recognised  by 
the  lawyers  on  both  sides  in  the  use  of  the  terms  '  tax '  and 

*  imposition.'  The  more  special  term  for  an  inland  charge  such 
as  tithes  or  tenths  was  *  tax '  or  *  tallage  ' ;  the  more  special 
term  for  a  charge  on  merchandise,  '  custom  '  or  •  imposition.' 
But  the  crown  lawyers  did  not  urge  that  the  two  differed  in 
kind  from  each  other ;  they  argued  merely  that  the  law  re- 
lating to  the  two  was  dissimilar ;  that  while  Acts  of  Parliament 
had  deprived  the  king  of  power  of  imposing  *  taxes  in  the 

*  land,'  they  had  not  deprived  him  of  power  of  imposing  *  im- 

*  positions  on  merchandise.'  On  the  other  hand,  imposition  as 
a  general  term  was  undoubtedly  applicable  to  inland  charges, 
and  ^  tax '  as  a  general  term,  was  undoubtedly  applicable  to 
port  duties.  It  was  indeed  often  so  used  both  by  the  crown 
and  the  popular  lawyers.  For  instance,  Baron  Fleming,  after 
saying  that  the  king  is  to  obtain  relief  for  English  merchants 
when  oppressed  by  foreign  princes,  continues,  *  and  if  he  [the 

*  merchant]  be  not  remedied  thereby,  then  lex  talionis  shall  be 
^  used,  goods  for  goods,  and  tax  for  tax,"*  So  Hakewell,  in 
speaking  of  port  duties  in  1610,  says :  *  The  merchant  is  not 
*•  the  man  alone  that  is  subject  to  taxesy  and  all  other  men 
^  free.'  The  following  instances  may  serve  to  show  that  *tax' 
was  commonly  employed  in  relation  to  port  duties  on  occasions 
when  the  use  of  correct  terms  was  a  matter  of  moment  In 
a  report  of  a  case  connected  with  the  payment  of  port  duties, 
in  the  thirtieth  year  of  Henry  VIII.,  we  find  the  law  stated 
as  follows : — 

*  Customs  for  merchandise  to  be  exported  out  of  the  realm  is  an 
inheritance  in  the  king  and  by  the  common  law,  and  not  given  bj  any 
statute.  .  .  .  And  a  suhaidy  is  a  tax  assessed  by  Parliament  and 
granted  to  the  king  by  the  Commons  during  the  life  of  each  king 
only,  for  the  defence  of  merchants  upon  the  sea.'  f 

*  The  same  judge  also  said  that  he  omitted  the  question  whedier 
the  king  could  impose  upon  the  subject  or  his  goods.  At  the  time 
when  the  impost  was  imposed,  the  currants  *  were  the  goods  of  the 

*  Venetians,  and  not  the  goods  of  the  subject,  nor  within  this  land, 

*  but  only  upon  those  which  shall  be  after  imported.*  Fleming  is,  of 
course,  here  speaking  not  of  the  consumer  but  of  the  English  mer- 
chant. This  argument  was  never  repeated,  and  with  good  reason,  for 
it  undoubtedly  restricted  the  king^s  power  of  imposing  to  articles  of 
import.     *  State  Trials,*  ii.  p.  390. 

\  Sir  James  Dyer's  *  Reports,'  48  b.  *  Les  Reports  des  Cases,'  by 
Sir  John  Davies,  p.  9.     The  record  showing  that  the  antiqua  custuma 
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In  1600  some  English  merchants  trading  to  the  Levant 
refiised  to  paj  impositions  on  wine,  oil,  and  currants,  which, 
as  they  averred,  had  previously  been  demanded  only  of  aliens. 
Their  goods  were  stayed  and  only  restored  upon  their  giving 
bond  to  pay  such  impositions  as  should  be  adjudged  reasonable. 
The  merchants  drew  up  a  list  of  reasons  to  lay  before  the 
Privy  Council,  showing  cause  why  they  ought  to  be  released 
from  their  bonds  without  payment.  In  this  document  the 
impositions  are  constantly  called  taxes.     Thus  the  merchants 


'  With  all  humbleness  and  submiflsion  to  authority  they  think  there 
oa  be  no  tcLX  lawfully  imposed  upon  them  being  free  merchants,  natural 
sabjectSy  unless  the  same  be  established  by  Act  of  Parliament  or  par- 
ticular agreement  of  themselves,  or  at  the  least  that  it  be  beforehand 
expressly  published  by  proclamation,  or  imder  her  Highnesses  great 
seal,  privy  seal,  or  signet,  that  if  any  bring  in  such  goods  they  shall 
pay  such  a  tax,^  ♦ 

The  charter  granted  to  the  Virginian  Company  in  1609 
authorises  them  to  export  all  shipping,  armour,  &c.  necessary 
for  the  said  plantation, 

'without  yielding  or  pajring  subsidy^  custom^  or  imposition,  or  any  other 
tax  or  duty  for  the  space  of  seven  years  .  .  .  and  that  they  shall  be 
free  of  all  subsidies  and  customs  in  Virginia  for  the  space  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  from  all  tttxes  and  impositions  for  ever,  upon  any  goods  or 
merchandises,  either  upon  importation  thither,  or  exportation  from 
thence,  into  our  realm  of  England,  except  only  the  five  pounds  per 
cent  due  for  custom  .  .  .  which  five  pounds  per  cent,  only  being 
paid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  adventurers  to  export  into  foreign, 
parts  without  any  custom,  tax  or  other  duty,  to  be  paid  to  iis,  our  heirs, 
or  saccessors.'  f 

In  1610,  after  the  whole  question  had  been  thoroughly 
sifted,  the  House  of  Commons  sent  a  Bill  up  to  the  Lords^ 
Against  Impositions.     The  Bill  runs  thus  : — 

'  For  that  in  former  times  divers  good  laws  and  statutes  have  been 
made  to  give  merchants  free  liberty  to  bring  into  this  realm  their 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  paying  the  customs,  subsidies,  and 
other  profits  thereof  reasonably  due,  without  any  evil  toll  or  charge ; 
K  that  no  custom  or  imposition  should  be  taken  but  by  the  conunon 
assent  of  the  realm,  except  the  ancient  aides  and  taxes,  as  by  the  said 
statutes  appeareth;  which  notwithstanding  of  late  years  new  impo^ 
fitions,  taxes  and  charges  are  laid  upon  merchandise  without  the  com- 

W  been  fixed  by  statute  in  the  third  year  of  Edward  I.  was  discovered 
by  the  popular  lawyers  in  1610. 

•  '  Cott  MSS.  Titus  iv.  F.  pp.  232-234. 

t  *  Hist  of  Virginia,'  Appendix,    W.  Stilts. 
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mon  assent  of  the  realm  .  .  .  may  it  please  your  majesty  that  no  tex, 
imposition^  or  charge  be  at  any  time  hereafter  taxed  upon  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandises,  &c.'  * 

In  1621  James  I.  made  a  grant  of  Nova  Scotia  to  Sir  William 
Alexander.  By  colonists,  who  were  subjects,  might  be  trans- 
ported 

'  omnes  commoditates  et  mercimonia  quce  iis  videbuntur  necessana, 
sine  alicujus  taxationiSy  custumcPj  out  impositionis  pro  eisdem  solu- 
tione  nobis  vel  nostris  custumariis,'  <&c.t 

In  1626  the  Commons  drew  up  a  Remonstrance  in  which 
they  complained  to  Charles  I.  that  the  subsidies  of  tonnage 
and  poundage  were  still  levied  as  in  the  time  of  his  father, 
though  not  granted  by  Act  of  Parliament, 

*  as  if  there  might  be  any  subsidy^  tax,  or  aid  levied  upon  them  without 
their  consent  in  Parliament,  or  contrary  to  the  settled  laws  of  this 
kingdom.^ 

The  chief  arguments  employed  for  and  against  the  right  of 
the  crown  to  lay  impositions  in  the  Exchequer  case  in  1606 
.and  the  Commons'  debates  in  1610  are  interesting,  as  showing 
the  legal  view  of  the  question  while  James  was  on  the  throne. 
None  of  these,  it  will  be  observed,  draw  any  distinction  in  kind 
between  ^  tax '  and  *  imposition,'  while  some  are  equally  good 
for  the  imposition  of  inland  charges  as  of  port  duties. 

The  crown  lawyers  had  two  main  lines  of  argument.  They 
arffued.  first  from  law  and  precedent.  The  king's  prerogative 
of  miposing,  they  said,  had  always  been  recognised  by  the  law, 
or  rather  was  jwirt  of  the  law.  *  Customs '  must  originally 
have  been  *  impositions,'  and  if  *  customs '  were  now  fixed  at  a 
certain  sum,  this  did  not  deprive  the  king  of  the  power  still  to 
lay  impositions.  The  subsidies  of  tonnage  and  poundage  were 
not  granted  to  restrain  the  king's  power  to  impose,  but  for  the 
special  purpose  of  maintaining  a  navy  and  guarding  the  seas ; 
^ven  when  Acts  of  Parliament  granted  supplies  on  condition 
that  the  king  should  not  lay  impositions,  they  implied  a  power 
in  him  to  do  so.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there  were  many  pre- 
cedents of  impositions  which  Acts  of  Parliament  had  never 
been  able  to  restrain.  To  this  the  popular  lawyers  answered 
that  customs  had  not  originally  been  impositions,  but  were  due 
to  the  king  either  by  Act  of  Parliament  or  by  Common  Law. 
If  by  Common  Law  he  had  no  more  power  to  increase  them 
than  he  had  to  raise  the  relief  for  an  earldom  or  the  fines  for 

•  Parliamentary  Debates  in  1610,  162.     Camden  Society. 
t  Hazard,  i.  241. 
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original  writs.  Yet  what  were  impositions  but  an  increase  of 
customs  under  another  name  ?  If  Edward  I.  and  Edward  III. 
had  tried  to  raise  impositions,  Parliament  had  always  inter- 
fered to  prevent  them.  Their  impositions,  moreover,  were  no 
precedents  for  the  present ;  those  were  raised  in  time  of  war 
and  for  a  short  period ;  these  in  time  of  peace,  and  declared 
doe  to  the  king,  his  heirs,  and  successors.  Finally,  allowing 
the  king  had  originally  power  to  impose,  this  power  had  been 
taken  away  by  Acts  of  Parliament ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact^ 
fix)m  the  time  of  Richard  II.  to  that  of  Mary  no  king  had 
ever  attempted  to  lay  an  imposition. 

The  second  line  of  argument  held  by  the  crown  lawyers 
took  higher  ground.  Shortly  put,  it  was  the  argument  of 
State  necessity.  Sir  Edward  Coke  has  left  us  the  result  of  a 
conference  held  between  himself,  then  Attorney-General,  and 
Chief  Justice  Popham.  After  quoting  various  statutes  in- 
tended to  deprive  the  king  of  the  power  of  laying  duties  on 
merchandise,  he  continues: — 

*  Upon  all  which  and  divers  records  which  we  had  seen  it  appeared 
to  ns  that  the  king  cannot  at  his  pleasure  put  any  imposition  upon  any 
merchandise  to  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  or  exported,  unless  it  be 
for  the  advancement  of  trade  and  traffic  pro  bono  publico  ...  for  this 
is  not  against  any  of  the  statutes  which  were  made  for  the  advance- 
ment of  merchandise,  and  of  the  statutes  of  Magna  Charta,  for  the  end 
dt  all  such  restraints  is  salua  populi ;  and  so  in  the  case  of  currants 
which  was  now  lately  adjudged  in  the  Exchequer.  .  .  .  And  note  for 
the  benefit  of  the  subject  the  king  may  make  an  imposition  or,  toll 
witiiin  the  realm  to  repair  highways,  bridges,  and  to  make  walls  for 
defence,  but  then  the  sum  imposed  ought  to  be  proportionable  to  the 
benefit;  so  the  imposition  for  equality  ought  to  be  for  the  public 
good.'* 

Amplified,  Coke's  and  Popham's  argument  of  *  necessity' 
took  various  forms.  The  king  must  be  furnished  to  make 
defence  in  time  of  war,  and  may  not  be  able  to  wait  for  a 
parliamentary  grant.  The  ports  belong  to  the  king,  and  when 
he  sees  just  occasion  he  may  close  them,  and  only  reopen 
them  conditionally.  The  king  maintains  a  navy,  and  supports 
ambassadors  for  the  good  of  trade,  and  he  alone  can  know  the 
charges  to  which  he  is  thereby  put.  To  these  various  arguments 
it  was  answered  that  equality  between  English  and  foreign 
merchants  could  be  maintained  as  well  by  Act  of  Parliament 
as  by  prerogative ;  that  in  case  of  an  offensive  war,  the  king 
had  time  enough  to  obtain  aid  from  Parliament ;  in  case  of  an 
unexpected  invasion,  he  could  call  on  his  subjects  to  serve  at 

*  Reports,  zii. 
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their  own  charge.  If  the  king  protected  merchants  in  their 
trade,  this  charge  was  provided  for  by  the  Tonnage  and 
Poundage  Acts.  It  was  true  the  king  had  the  prerogative  of 
restraint;  he  noight  shut  up  a  port  for  a  time,  and  refuse 
merchants  passage  for  a  time ;  but  he  had  no  power  to  restram 
all  merchants  for  all  time.  Yet  this  was  what  was  inferred 
when  it  was  said  that  the  king  had  power  to  open  the  porta 
conditionallj.  Towns  were  the  king's,  so  were  highways,  and 
in  time  of  plague,  or  for  other  good  reason,  he  might  restrain 
passage  along  a  highway  or  through  the  gates  of  a  town. 
Might  he  therefore  close  the  gates  of  London  to  all  persons 
for  all  time,  and  demand  a  tax  upon  all  goods  brought  into  the 
city  ?  This  was  to  sell  government,  trust,  and  common  justice. 
No  man  ought  to  be  restrained  in  the  exercise  of  his  calling ; 
and  the  merchant  had  as  much  right  freely  to  plough  the  sea 
as  the  ploughman  had  to  plough  the  land. 

This  second  line  of  argument  was  sometimes  put  in  stronger 
language,  and  carried  to  conclusions  which  were  displeasing 
even  to  those  who  maintained  a  right  in  the  crown  to  levy  im- 
positions. The  king's  absolute  power,  it  was  said,  which  he 
exercised  by  prerogative,  was  something  quite  superior  to  his 
ordinary  power  exercised  in  Parliament  and  in  courts  of  jus- 
tice. All  questions  relating  to  merchants,  being  matter  of 
state  and  policy,  fall  within  the  scope  of  this  absolute  power ; 
and  hence,  if  the  king  sees  good,  he  may  lay  duties  on  mer- 
chandise. The  King  of  England,  moreover,  is  as  absolute  as 
any  other  prince  ;  and  if  he  does  not  impose  excises  and  other 
charges  in  the  land,  this  moderation  is  not  for  lack  of  powers  in- 
herent in  his  crown.  In  answering  these  arguments  the  popular 
lawyers  took  equally  high  ground.  The  king's  sovereign 
power,  they  said,  was  exercised  in  Parliament;  any  other 
power  he  possessed  was  inferior  to  this,  and  therefore  to  be 
controlled  by  Acts  of  Parliament.  It  was  not  true  that  mat- 
ters relating  to  merchants  were  beyond  the  scope  of  the  posi- 
tive law  of  the  realm ;  if  it  were  true,  how  came  it  that  Bate's 
case  had  been  adjudged  W  the  Common  Law  judges. 

With  the  accession  of  Charles  I.  the  whole  question  entered 
on  a  new  phase.  James  did  not  levy  the  subsidies  of  tonnage 
and  poundage  in  right  of  the  Exchequer  decision,  but  in  right 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  had  granted  him  those  duties 
for  life.  Charles  levied,  under  the  names  of  ^  subsidies,  cus- 
'  toms,  and  imposts,'  all  the  duties  which  had  been  paid  to  his 
father,  without  receiving  any  grant  from  Parliament ;  that  is, 
as  impositions  in  the  technical  sense  of  the  term.  The  ques- 
tion at  once  arises.  Had  he  any  legal  judgment  in  his  favour 
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for  doing  this  ?  Baron  Clerk,  in  giving  jud^ent  in  Bate's 
case  in  1606,  said :  ^  As  to  that  which  was  oojected  that  the 

*  defendant  had  paid  poundage  granted  by  the  statute  of  the 
'  first  of  the  king,  that  is  nothing  to  this  purpose ;  for  that  is  a 

*  subsidy  and  not  a  custom ;  *  for  when  any  imposition  is 
'granted  by  Parliament,  it  is  only  a  subsidy,  and  not  a 
'  custom,  for  the  nature  thereof  is  changed.'  *  That,'  said 
Baron  Fleming,  *  which  is  given  by  Parliament  is  not  an  im- 

*  post  but  a  subsidy.'  In  the  fifth  year  of  James'  reign  the 
Attorney-General  of  Ireland  exhibited  an  information  against 
the  corporation  of  Waterford  for  using  for  their  own  purposes 
the  great  and  small  customs.  Besides  the  special  points  at 
issue,  the  general  question  was  taken  into  consideration, 
what  manner  of  duties  customs  and  subsidies  were,  their  origin 
and  their  difference.  Customs  were  declared  to  be  duties  upon 
merchandise,  certain  and  perpetual,  an  inheritance  of  the 
crown ;  subsidies  to  be  duties  payable  upon  merchandise  ex- 
ported and  imported,  granted  by  Parliament.  Imposts  or 
impositions  were  divided  into  two  classes;  1st,  such  as  were 
rare  and  assessed  by  Parliament,  and  then  took  the  nature  of 
subsidies ;  2nd,  such  as  were  imposed  by  prerogative  royal  to 
support  the  necessary  charges  of  the  crown.f  It  is  certain, 
therefore,  that  Charles  was  not  acting  within  the  letter  of  the 
law,  nor  does  it  appear  that  the  crown  lawyers  relied  on  the 
judgment  given  against  Bate  to  maintain  the  right  of  the 
crown  to  raise  subsidies  imgranted  by  Parliament.  In  his 
commission  of  1626  for  the  collection  of  port  duties,  as  well  as 
in  his  Declaration  published  after  dissolution  of  Parliament  in 
1629,  Charles  is  made  to  rest  his  claim  to  those  duties  on  the 
necessity  of  his  having  the  means  to  defend  the  seas  and  the 
practice  of  his  predecessors,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  levy 
them  by  prerogative  until  they  received  a  grant  from  Par- 
liament. In  1629,  the  Attorney-General  brought  an  informa- 
tion against  four  merchants  for  refusing  to  pay  3*.  Ad.  imposi- 

•  The  word  seems  here  used  simply  in  opposition  to  a  parliamentary 
grant. 

\  Le  cajse  del  customea  payable  pur  merchandises.  Les  Reports  des 
Cases,  by  Sir  John  Davies.  In  his  history  of  the  RebellioD,  Book  IJI., 
Clarendon  remarks  that  the  Tonnage  and  Poundage  Act  of  1G41  not 
only  *  declared  against  any  power  in  the  crown  of  levying  tonnage  and 

*  poundage ' — a  revenue  which  he  admits  *  was  not  legally  vested  in  the 
^  king  tiU  an  Act  of  Parliament ' — *  but  also  any  power  of  impod- 
'  tion  upon  any  merchandises  whatsoever,  and  in  any  case  whatsoever, 
'  which  had  the  countenance  of  a  solemn  judgment  in  the  Exchequer 
'Chamber.' 
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lion  and  Is,  6rf.  subsidy  per  hundredweight  upon  currants.  In 
support  of  the  king's  claim  to  the  imposition^  he  pleaded  the 
judgment  given  against  Bate ;  in  support  of  the  king's  claim  to 
the  subsidy,  he  pleaded  the  Tonnage  and  Poundage  Act  of  the 
first  year  of  James'  reign,  as  also  the  fact  that  Henry  VIIL, 
Edward  VI.,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  and  James  I.  had  received 
subsidies  of  Tonnage  and  Poundage  without  opposition  from 
the  time  of  their  accession  until  a  life  grant  was  made  in  Par> 
liament.  The  merchants  pleaded  in  answer  that  the  tax  of 
3*.  4rf.  was  not  set  by  consent  of  Parliament  but  by  the  li^ 
king's  letters  patent,  which  was  against  the  laws  of  the  realm; 
that  as  to  the  judgment  mentioned  in  support  of  the  tax  of 
3^.  4rf.,  they  were  not  boiftid  by  it,  because  they  had  not  been 
parties ;  that  the  Tonnage  and  Poundage  Act  of  James  had 
granted  the  subsidy  of  \s.  6d.  for  the  life  of  the  late  king  only, 
and  that  the  duty  could  not  now  be  raised  except  by  Act  of 
Parliament.* 

The  distinction  between  subsidy  and  imposition  seems,  no 

doubt,   exceedingly  technical.      If  Charles  might  raise  port 

duties  by  prerogative,  it  mattered  little  under  what  name  he 

raised  them.     Then,  however,  the  distinction  must  have  seemed 

less  technical  than  now.     Impositions  on  a  large  scale  were  too 

novel  to  have  already  had  the  effect  of  making  the  nation 

regard  the  passing  of  a  Tonnage  and  Poundage  Bill  as  a  mere 

formality.    Besides,  law  in  itself  is  technical.    Ship-money  and 

inland  subsidies  were  both  levied  on  real  and  personal  estate, 

yet  surely  Charles  would   not   have  been  acting  within  the 

letter  of  the  law  if,  relying  on  the  decision  of  the  Judges  in 

Hampden's  case,  he  had  levied  subsidies  by  prerogative.    Mr. 

Gardiner's  position  really  is,  that  it  was  legal  for  Charles  to 

levy  tonnage  and  poundage  without  consent  of  Parliament  on 

the  strength  of  a  judgment  in  which  it  had  been  distinctly  laid 

down  that  subsidies  were  not  impositions  because  they  were 

parliamentary  grants. 

It  was,  we  imagine,  open  to  the  Judges  to  have  extended  the 
law  and  declared  the  king  entitled  to  subsidies  as  well  as 
impositions.  This,  however,  would  have  been  a  somewhat  bold 
course  for  them  to  adopt,  and  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends 
they  never  ventured  upon  it.  Their  decision  in  the  case  of 
merchants  refusing  to  pay  duties  on  currants  carefully  avoided 
touching  the  question  of  the  king's  right  to  subsidies.  Bate, 
who  first  brought  the  question  to  trial  at  law  in  1606,  had  paid 

♦  Court  of  Exchequer.  *  Bills  and  Answers,  London  and  Middlesex, 
*  Charles  I.,'  No.  498.  The  merchants'  names  were  John  Cordall,  Jamea 
Traves,  John  Langham,  Humphrey  Browne. 
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without  opposition  1^.  6rf.  subsidy,  but  had  refused  to  pay 
5s.  6iL  imposition.  Judgment  having  been  given  against  mm, 
merchants  were  required  to  pay  in  all  7^.  duty  per  hundred- 
weight. James,  however,  not  long  afterwards  lowered  the  im- 
position to  3^.  4rf.,  so  that  subsidy  and  imposition  together 
amounted  only  to  45.  10c?.  The  Judges  decided  that  so  long 
as  the  judgment  against  Bate  was  in  force,  they  must  con- 
tinue the  king  in  possession  of  the  same  imposition  as  had 
Aen  been  adjudged  due  to  James.  The  whole  smn  was 
5s.  6</. ;  yet  because  this  was  not  required  of  other  mer- 
chants but  only  4^.  lOrf.,  the  defendants  were  to  pay  after  the 
same  rate.* 

It  is  easy  to  see  why  Charles  did  not  entrench  himself 
behind  the  Exchequer  decision  and  levy  all  duties  as  imposi- 
tions. Such  a  course  would  have  been  incompatible  with  the 
attempt  which  he  did  make  to  govern  by  means  of  Parliaments. 
Had  no  principle  been  involved,  yet  the  conversion  of  the  old 
parliamentary  grant  into  a  royal  imposition  would  have  aroused 
an  overpowering  opposition  from  the  mere  conservative  instincts 
of  merchants  and  lawyers;  while  even  members  of  the  Com- 
mons who  upheld  the  claim  of  the  crown  to  levy  impositions 
could  hardly  have  regarded  the  change  otherwise  than  an  in- 
sult to  the  Parliament.  Charles  indeed  never  proposed  to 
enter  upon  such  a  revolutionary  course  as  to  abolish  the  grant 
of  tonnage  and  poundage.  He  would  gladly  have  passed  a 
Bill,  if  the  Commons  would  have  given  him  for  life  all  the 
duties  he  was  actually  levying,  without  in  any  way  questioning 
the  prerogative  of  imposing  or  interfering  with  the  Book  of 
Rates.f  This,  however,  was  to  ask  too  much.  For  though  at 
this  time  the  Commons  might  have  made  a  life  grant,  merely 
legalising  the  impositions  and  containing  no  explicit  statement 

^— ^^^^—  ■  ■_  ■      ■  I  I      •    • ' — • '     — ^ 

•  This  order  was  first  made  against  Samuel  Vassal,  but  it  was  re- 
peated in  the  cases  of  Langham,  Browne,  and  other  refusers.  Possibly  the 
information  against  Vassal  was  only  for  5;.  6d.  imposition,  but  judging 
from  the  *  Exchequer  Decrees  and  Orders '  it  was  identical  with  that  ex- 
Hblted  against  the  other  merchants.  In  Hyde's  speech  in  1641  we  see  the 
interpretation  laid  upon  this  order  at  a  time  when  the  popular  lawyers 
^^ed  to  increase  the  weight  of  the  charges  against  the  impeached 
judges  by  making  out  that  they  had  given  the  king  Tonnage  and 
Ponndage  as  well  as  Impositions.  *  Rush  worth,'  vol.  iii.  part  1,  335- 
343 ;  *  Exchequer  Decrees  and  Orders.  Charles  I.'  Vol.  viii.  L  186, 
270,  319 ;  yoL  ix.  f.  31 ;  vol.  x.  f.  824 ;  vol.  xi.  f.  111. 

t  Impositions  and  subsidies  were  generally  so  much  in  the  p«und  on 
the  value  of  the  goods  taxed.  Mary  first  published  a  Book  of  Hates. 
James  raised  the  rates  considerably.  In  Charles*  time  many  com- 
plaints were  made  of  their  inequality. 
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of  right,  their  terms  were  a  resettlement  of  the  rates  in 
their  own   House  and  according  to  their  own  satisfaction.* 
After  the  passing  of  the  Petition  of  Bight,  finding  that  Parlia- 
ment was  to  be  shortly  prorogued,  they  oflfered  the  king  a  Ton- 
nage and  Poundage  Bill  for  a  year,  which  he  refused.     They 
next  proposed  that  Parliament  should  be  adjourned  and  not 
prorogued,  then  the  Bill,  which  they  would  pass  at  the  next 
session,  would  take  effect  from  the  first  meeting  of  the  Parlia- 
ment and  give  a  retrospective  sanction  to  all  duties  levied  since 
that  time.      To  this  request  also  Charles  refused  to  accede. 
He  required  the  House  to  pass  a  life  Act  immediately  with- 
out resettling  the  rates,  or  to  consent  to  the  continued  levy  of 
port  duties  by  prerogative.     The  Commons  refused  to  accept 
either  alternative.     Liaying  aside  the  Tonnage  and  Poimdage 
Bill,  they  drew  up  a  Bemonstrance,  in  which  they  said  that 
the  receiving  of  tonnage  and  poundage  and  other  impositions 
not  granted  by  Parliament  was  a  breach  of  the  fundamental 
liberties  of  the  kingdom  and  contrary  to  the   Petition  of 
Bight.     If  the  Petition  was  intended  merely  as  a  law  against 
loans  and  benevolences,  this  appeal  is  doubtless  rightly  charac- 
terised by  Mr.  Gardiner  as  a  daring  attempt  to  take  up  new 
ground.     If,  on  the  contrary,  the  aim  of  the  Petition  was  to 
render  illegal  all  taxation  without  consent  of  Parliament,  the 
Conmions  could  not  have  left  the  appeal  unmade,  without 
retreating  from  the  position  they  had  before  held  and  being 
consenting  parties  while  Charles  sapped  the  foundations  on 
which  the  new  law  rested.     The  cause  why  they  had  not  in- 
cluded the  special  question  of  port  duties  in  the  Petition  is 
sufficiently   obvious.f     A  Tonnage  and   Poundage  Bill  was 

♦  The  entries  in  the  Commons  Journals  show  the  opposite  views 
of  the  King  and  the  House  on  this  point.  See  under  dates  7th,  9tb, 
11th  April;  17th,  19th,  2lBt  May,  1628. 

f  Mr.  Gardiner  asks  whether  we  are  to  believe  that  the  lawyers  did 
not  know  that  *  subsidy,  custom,  and  impost '  were  the  proper  terms  to 
exclude  *  impositions.'  We  object  to  this  use  of  language.  *  Imposi- 
tions *  and  *  customs '  were  words  used  for  port  duties  generally.  But 
*  subsidy '  was  not  a  proper  term  for  *  imposition '  in  the  technical 
sense  of  a  duty  levied  by  prerogative.  *  CJustom '  may  occasionally  be 
used  in  that  sense,  but  strictly  the  word  meant  those  duties  which  were 
levied  under  the  name  of  *  customs.'  It  is  clear  from  the  resolutions  of 
the  Commons  in  1641  that  the  past  collection  of  '  customs*  was  not 
reckoned  illegal,  although  no  Tonnage  and  Poundage  Act  had  been 
passed.  'Journals,'  ii.  p.  163.  The  words  used  in  the  Acts  of  1641, 
after  Charles  had  been  levying  all  duties  without  a  parliameDtaij 
sanction,  does  not  prove  that  '  custom '  and  '  subsidy '  were  proper 
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actually  before  the  House,  and  the  special  question  was  left  to 
be  dealt  with  there.  Could  they  indeed  have  foreseen  that 
Charles  would  require  them  to  pass  a  life  Act  in  a  week,  the 
omission  would  be  simply  inexplicable.  The  readiness  with 
which  they  passed  the  Subsidy  Bill  of  itself,  however,  shows 
that  they  were  not  contemplating  a  second  struggle  with  the 
king.  Nor  need  we  wonder  at  their  confidence.  Charles  had 
practically  given  his  word  to  the  country  that  an  Act  should 
pass  this  session.  After  the  dissolution  of  the  last  Parliament, 
he  had  issued  a  commission  for  the  continuance  of  the  collec- 
tion of  port  duties,  in  which  he  set  forth  at  some  length  the 
causes  which  obliged  him  to  levy  them  without  consent  of 
Parliament,  and  stated  that  the  collection  must  continue  ^  until 
'  such  time  as  by  Parliament  as  in  former  times  it  may  receive 

*  an  absolute  settling.'  *  Now  Charles  .must  have  known  in 
what  sense  the  Commons  would  interpret  the  words  here  used. 
If  by  an  '  absolute  settling '  he  meant  no  more  than  a  life  Act 
harried  through  the  House  in  a  week  without  the  resettlement 
of  the  rates,  he  had  better  have  said  as  much.  He  seems 
already  to  have.entered  on  that  course  which  was  afterwards  to 
prove  so  fatal  to  him.  He  thous:ht  to  scain  future  advantafices 
L  himself  by  wrapping  up  his  meaning  in  ambiguous  te^s, 
and  allowing  his  opponents  to  hope  for  more  than  he  intended 
to  yield.  All  that  he  ever  gained  was  the  distrust  of  his 
ParHaments  and  his  people. 

With  what  intent  then  was  the  Petition  of  Right  framed  ? 
It  was  without  doubt  intended  not  merely  as  a  law  against 
loans  and  benevolences,  but  as  a  law  against  all  unparlia- 
mentary taxation.     It  was  framed  on  the  broad  basis  ^  that  the 

*  ancient  and  undoubted  right  of  every  freeman  is  that  he 
'  hath  a  full  and  absolute  property  in  his  goods  and  estate.' 
It  was  held  to  be  a  revival  of  Magna  Charta  and  other  statutes 
of  the  Plantagenet  period,  guarding  the  liberties  of  the  subject, 
which  kings  of  the  houses  of  Tudor  and  Stuart  had  broken 
through.  Not  only  is  this  its  recognised  purpose  in  the  Com- 
mons' debates,!  but  the  same  is  summed  up  in  the  preamble  of 

words  to  exclude  *  impositions/  Neither  term  is  found  in  the  enacting 
clauses  of  the  Bill  against  impositions  drawn  up  in  1610. 

•  Rymer,  xviii.  737. 

t  Mr.  Gardiner  observes  that  in  the  debates  on  the  Petition  of  Right 
the  question  of  port  duties  was  rarely  mentioned.  This  fact  of  course 
shows  that  there  was  no  intention  of  including  the  special  question ; 
it  is  no  proof  that  the  Petition  was  not  intended  as  a  law  against  tax- 
ation without  consent  of  Parliament.  It  is  no  doubt  correct  to  say,  as 
Uf '  Gardiner  does,  that  the  Tonnage  and  Poundage  Bill  was  postponed 
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the  Petition  itself.  The  Petition  opens  by  quoting  part  of  the 
statute  De  Tallagio  non  concedendoy  that  no  tallage  or  aid 
should  be  levied  by  the  king  or  his  heirs  without  consent  of 
Parliament,  and  thus  continues :  And  by  authority  of  Parlia- 
'  ment  holden  in  25  Edward  III.  it  is  decreed,  that  no  person 
should  be  compelled  to  make  any  loans  to  the  king  against  his 
will,  and  by  other  laws  that  none  should  be  charged  by  any 
charge  or  imposition  called  a  Benevolence,  *  by  which  statute 

*  afore-mentioned  and  other  the  good  laws  and  statutes  of  this 

*  your  realm,  your  subjects  have  inherited  this  freedom :   That 

*  they  should  not  be  compelled  to  contribute  to  any  tax,  tallage, 

*  aidy  or  other  the  like  charge  not  set  by  common  consent  in 

*  Parliament.'* 

*  Aid '  was  a  general  word  used  constantly  and  undisputably 
for  port  duties,  while  the  statute  De  Tallagio  non  concedendo 
was  one  of  those  on  which  the  popular  lawyers  mainly  relied 
to  support  their  view  of  the  illegality  of  levying  port  duties 
by  prerogative.  On  what  grounds  then  is  it  to  be  said  that 
the  Commons  intended  to  exclude  an  entire  branch  of  taxa- 
tion from  the  purview  of  the  Petition  and  thus  give  to  the 
statute  De  Tallagio  and  the  general  terms  they  employed  a  far 
narrower  meaning  than  these  were  ordinarily  held  to  have? 
A  general  term  for  port  duties  which  was  not  at  the  same 
time  a  term  for  inland  charges  they  could  not  have  inserted. 
There  was  no  such  term  in  use. 

In  addition  to  the  absence  of  special  terms  and  his  interpre- 
tation of  the  word  *  tax,'  Mr.  Gardiner  relies  on  what  seems  to 
us  very  insufficient  evidence  in  support  of  his  view  that  the 
language  of  the  Petition  did  not  cover  port  duties,  namely,  that 
in  the  case  of  Chambers  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber  in  1629, 
his  counsel  did  not  appeal  to  the  Petition.  But  what  does  an 
isolated  case  of  this  description  show?  Merely  that  the 
pleaders  shrank  in  the  interest  of  their  clients  from  pleading 
the  Petition  of  Right.  And  justly  so ;  the  first  duty  of  the 
advocate  is  the  interest  of  his  client,  and  they  must  have 
known  that  the  surest  way  to  lose  their  case  would  be  to  plead 
the  Petition  of  Bight  apart  from  the  possible  consequences  of 
fine  or  imprisonment  which  it  might  entail  upon  themselves. 
Charles'  speech  at  the  prorogation  of  Parliament  in  June  1628, 
in  which  he  denied  that  the  question  of  port  duties  was  in- 
cluded in  the  Petition,  had  been  printed  and  dispersed  over  the 

because  of  the  pressure  of  other  business,  but  this  statement  must  not 
be  understood  to  mean  that  the  question  of  port  duties  was  forgotten, 
or  did  not  occupy  a  very  considerable  share  of  attention.  The  Com- 
mons' Journals  give  ample  evidence  to  the  contrary. 
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country.  ^  I  command  you  all/  he  had  said,  ^  to  take  notice  of 
'  what  I  have  spoken  at  this  time  to  be  the  true  intent  and 

*  meaning  of  what  I  granted  you  in  your  Petition ;  but  especi- 

*  ally  you,  my  lords  the  Judges,  for  to  you  only  under  me  belongs 
*the  interpretation  of  laws.'  In  November  1626,  Chief  Jus- 
tice Crew  had  been  dismissed  from  office  because  he  refused  to 
acknowledge  the  legality  of  a  forced  loan,  and  there  could  be 
Utile  doubt  that  after  tibis  example  the  Judges  would  follow 
their  instructions.  We  have  indeed  met  with  evidence  for 
believing  that  it  was  not  the  question  of  law  which  deterred 
Ae  merchants'  advocates  from  pleading  the  Petition  of  Right. . 
The  answer  to  the  information  of  the  Attorney-General  in  the 
case  of  the  four  merchants  before  referred  to,  recites  the  statute 
De  Tallaffioy  and  the  25  Edward  III,,  as  in  the  Petition  of 
Bight.     It  then   continues :    *  By  which  the  statutes  before 

*  mentioned  and  other  the  good  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm, 

*  his  Majesty's  subjects  have  inherited  this  freedom :    That 

*  they  should  not  be  compelled  to  contribute  to  any  taxy  tal- 

*  lage^  aid,  or  other  like  charge  not  set  by  commoji  consent  in 

*  Parliament^  After  this  quotation  follow  four  or  five  lines 
through  which  a  pen  has  been  drawn  for  the  most  part  in  a 
very  effectual  manner.  The  first  words,  however,  we  were 
able  to  decipher ;  they  ran  as  follows :  *  And  whereas  in  the 
^  Parliament  holden  in  the  third  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign  that 

*  now  is,  a  Petition  was  exhibited  by  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
^  temporal,  and  Commons  in  that  present  (?)  Parliament  as- 

*  sembled,  concerning  divers  rights '    By  whose  hand  was 

this  appeal  struck  out  ?  If  by  counsel's,  we  can  hardly  sup- 
pose that  any  question  of  law  was  the  motive,  when  the 
pleading  left  standing  was  taken  almost  word  for  word  out  of 
the  preamble  of  the  Petition.  In  fact,  though  not  named,  the 
Petition  of  Bight  was  pleaded. 

Allowing,  then,  that  the  Commons  had  no  intention  of  includ- 
ing the  special  question  of  port  duties  in  the  Petition  of  Rights 
we  hold  that  they  did  intend  to  lay  down  a  general  law  against 
all  taxation  without  consent  of  Parliament.  Hence  when  they 
appealed  against  the  continued  levy  of  port  duties  by  preroga- 
tive, they  were  but  endeavouring  to  maintain  the  position  which 
the  Petition  had  been  intended  to  assure  them.  Nor  can  their 
appeal  fairly  be  characterised  as  an  attempt  to  set  the  right 
of  their  House  above  the  Exchequer  decision.  In  the  first 
place,  that  decision  had  not  given  the  crown  the  right  of  levy- 
ing subsidies  by  prerogative ;  in  the  second,  the  Couunons  were 
appealing  to  a  law  which  had  been  aimed  at  all  taxation  with 
out  consent  of  Parliament,  which  had  been  passed  since  the 
Exchequer  decision,  and  had  not  been  interpreted  against  them* 
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It  happens  that  we  are  not  left  quite  in  the  dark  even  on  the 
question  as  to  how  far  port  duties  were  considered  to  fall 
within  the  purview  of  the  Petition  by  legal  authorities  of  that 
time.  When  Hampden's  case  was  tried,  Sir  Robert  Berkley 
defined  a  *  tax  '  as  a  ^  tenth,'  a  *  fifteenth,'  or  a  *  subsidy,'  and 
aaid  that  ship-money  did  not  fall  within  the  meaning  of  any  of 
the  terms  used  in  the  ancient  statutes  or  in  the  Petition  of 
Right.*  Chief  Justice  Finch,  speaking  on  the  same  side, 
said  that  the  Petition  was  intended  merely  as  a  law  against 
loans,  t  On  the  other  hand,  Sir  George  Croke,  who  gave  judg- 
ment in  favour  of  Hampden,  contended  that  the  king  was 
restrained  by  statute  law  from  levying  money  by  prerogative 
for  defence  of  the  realm ;  and  he  finaUy  came  to  the  Petition 
of  Right,  *  which  is,'  he  said,  *  a  full  and  perfect  statute,  show- 

*  ing  in  this  point  the   liberty  of  the  kingdom,  prayed  and 

*  allowed,  which  was  not  done  without  advice  of  the  Judges, 

*  whereof  I  was  one,  whose  opinions  were  then  demanded  and 

*  resolved,  that  the  same  did  not  give  any  new  liberty,  but 
'  declared  what  the  liberty  of  the  subject  was  in  this  amongst 

*  others,  that  they  should  not  be  compelled  to  contribute  to 
'  any  tax,  tallage,  aid,  or  other  the  like  charge  not  set  by 
'  Parliameht.'  Clearly,  Croke  interpreted  the  Petition  to  be 
a  revival  of  all  the  old  statutes,  and  had  the  case  come  before 
him  and  he  been  of  the  same  mind  and  heart  as  when  he  gave 
this  judgment,  he  must  have  allowed  that  the  levy  of  port 
duties  had  been  rendered  illegal  as  well  as  the  imposition  of 
«hip-money  without  consent  of  Parliament.     *  I  do  conclude,' 

*  he  says,  in  another  report  of  his  judgment,  that  no  charge  can 

*  be  imposed  upon  the  Commons  without  their  consent  in  Par- 

*  liament.  We  that  are  judges  must  go  according  to  the  in- 
^  tention  and  meaning  of  those  laws.    The  meaning  of  the  laws 

*  in  this  kind  was  that  no  manner  of  chargcy  aid  or  tax  should 

*  be  laid  upon  the  subject  but  by  consent  in  Parliament.     The 

*  judges  are  to  expound  them  according  to  their  intention.'  J 

We  believe  that  Croke  truly  expounded  the  Petition  of 
Right  according  to  the  intention  of  the  Commons.  It  is 
another  question  whether  Finch  and  Berkley  truly  expounded 
it  according  to  the  intention  of  the  king.  With  all  deference 
to  Mr.  Gardiner,  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  in  this  instance, 
in  his  endeavour  to  do  justice  to  Charles,  he  has  failed  to  place 
before  his  readers  a  true  representation  of  the  standpoint  of 
the  Commons. 
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Abt.  V. — 1.  Richard  Wagner  and  the  Music  oj  the  Future  t 
History  and  ^Esthetics.     By  Franz  Hueffeb.     London  : 

1874. 

2.  The  Music  of  the  Future :  a  Letter  to  M.  Frederick  Villot, 
By  Richard  Wagner.  Translated  from  the  original 
German  by  E.  Dannreuther.     London:  1873. 

3.  History  of  Music  from  the  Christian  Era  to  the  present  Time  ; 
in  the  form  of  Lectures.  By  Frederick  Louis  Ritter, 
Professor  of  Music  at  Vassar  College.     London :  1876. 

4.  Rienziy  der  Letzte  der  Tribunen :  grosse  Tragedie  Oper  in 
5  Aden.     Von  Richard  Wagner.     Dresden. 

5.  Tannhauser :  a  Romantic  Opera  in  Three  Acts.  By 
Richard  Wagner.  Edited  and  translated  into  English  by 
Natalia  Macfarren.   P.  F.  score.   London. 

6.  Lohengrin :  a  Romantic  Opera  in  Three  Acts.  By 
Richard  Wagner.  Edited  by  Berthold  Tours,  and 
translated  into  English  by  Natalia  Macfarren.  P.  F» 
score.     London. 

7.  Der  Ring  des  Nibelungen:  ein  Buhnenfestspiel  fur  drei 
Tage  und  einen  Vorabend  (viz. :  Der  Rheingold — Die 
Walkure — Siegfried — Gdtterddmmerung) :  im  Vertrauen  auf 
den  deutschen  Geist  entworfen  und  zum  Ruhme  seines  erha- 
benen  Wohlthdters  des  Konigs  Ludwig  II.  von  Bayem  voll^ 
endet  Von  Richard  Wagner.  Vollstandige  Partitur. 
Mainz,  Briissel,  Paris,  London,  und  Leipzig. 

8.  Tristan  und  Isolde:  Oper  in  3  Aden.  Von  Richard 
Wagner.  Vollstandiger  EUavierauszug  von  Hans  von 
BuLOW.     Leipzig. 

T'he  history  of  Art —using  the  word  in  its  widest  sense — is 
"^  in  the  main  the  history  of  certain  epochs  of  creative 
energy,  manifested  now  in  one,  now  in  another  form  or  medium 
of  expression,  each  of  which  has  proved  the  birth-period  of 
some  one  of  the  ^Fine  Arte,'  or  at  least  the  occasion  of  its 
kighest  typical  development.  Such  were  the  periods  when 
the  Greek  artist  embodied  his  ideal  in  sculpture  which  has 
formed  the  highest  model  of  excellence  for  all  afbertime ;  when 
architecture  arose  as  the  expression  of  the  religious  aspira- 
tion of  the  mediaeval  mind ;  when  painting  became  the  great 
power  and  pride  of  the  Italian  life  of  the  Renaissance.  Such 
epochs  are  usually  of  comparatively  short  duration ;  nor  can 
they,  as  far  as  all  past  analogy  teaches,  be  arbitrarily  initiated. 
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prolonged,  or  revived.  The  circumstances  which  led  to  the 
employment,  at  a  given  period,  of  a  special  medium  of  expres- 
sion may  be  partly  traced,  but  the  creative  impulse  itself  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  analysis.  We  can  hardly  assign  any 
definite  reason  for  the  display  at  one  time  of  such  prodigality 
and  power  in  some  special  branch  of  artistic  creation,  while 
a  succeeding  age  of  perhaps  greater  intellectual  culture  can 
produce  with  the  same  means  nothing  bearing  the  impress  of 
originality  or  inspiration  ;  but  it  would  almost  seem  as  if  the 
discovery  of  a  new  and  untried  medium  of  expression  were 
itself  the  most  powerful  stimulus  to  artistic  creation,  while  after 
its  development  up  to  a  certain  point  that  stimulus  ceases  to 
operate,  and  a  period  of  decay  and  stagnation  inevitably  follows. 
The  art  productions  of  such  a  period  are  permanent  possessions 
— KTrjiiara  is  del — but  the  power  of  reproducing  their  like 
is  not  bequeathed  with  them ;  and  the  subsequent  continuation 
or  revival  of  the  same  form  of  art  is  always,  by  comparison, 
tentative  in  process,  uncertain  in  aim;  the  result  of  self- 
conscious  effort  and  critical  method,  in  place  of  the  undoubt- 
ing,  uncontrollable  impulse  of  the  season  of  original  creation. 
Thus,  of  all  the  forms  of  art  practised  in  the  present  day, 
there  is  but  one  which  is  the  result  of  an  impulse  and  feeling 
peculiar  to  the  modem  period,  and  having  no  reference  to 
precedents  of  a  former  age.  Music  is  the  ofl&pring  of  the 
latest  springtide  of  creative  energy,  which  has  reached  its 
height,  we  may  almost  say,  within  the  experience  of  men  of 
the  present  generation.  It  is  true  that  in  a  certain  sense  the 
pedigree  of  the  art  may  be  traced  further  back  than  such  an 
observation  would  suggest.  Without  counting  the  echoes  of 
popular  or  of  religious  song  which  reach  our  ears  faintly  from 
more  remote  periods,  we  have  the  solemn  interwoven  harmonies 
of  the  school  of  Palestrina,  and  the  part  songs  and  madrigals 
which  gave  a  sober  gaiety  to  the  festivities  of  old  En^iish 
homes.  But  music  has  run  a  new  and  great  career  since 
Milton  invoked  the  *  Sphere-bom  harmonious  sisters.  Voice 
*  and  Verse.'  Not  to  speak  of  the  extension  of  their  com- 
bined triumphs  in  Oratorio  and  (with  certain  limitations  to 
be  hereafter  considered)  in  Opera,  it  has  been  long  since 
discovered  that  the  younger  sister  was  not  dependent  on  the 
dder — that  music  had  her  own  language  and  her  own  utter- 
ances apart  from  poetry,  and  had  strength  and  resources  for 
Jmrsuing  her  own  independent  course.  Commencing  with 
brms  of  composition  appealing  rather  to  the  reason  than  the 
fancy  of  the  Ustener — with  expositions  of  the  logical  elabor- 
ation of  themes  according  to  a  prescribed  form  and  in  direct 
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reference  to  a  scientific  basis — instrumental  music  has  gradu- 

aUy  invaded  the  reahns  of  sentiment  and  imagination^  has 

extended  and  amplified  her  forms  of  expression,  and  called  to 

her  aid  new  resources  in  the  tone-colouring  afforded  by  the 

timbre  of  her  various  organs  of  speech^  till  in  the  Symphony,  as 

developed  by  Beethoven,  we  have  some  of  the  deepest  and  most 

intense  expressions  of  poetic  feeling  which  have  ever  stirred 

the  hearts  of  mankind.     After  such  a  triumph  an  anticlimax 

was  inevitable ;  and  though  we  can  by  no  means  say  that  the 

poetic  fire  has  been  quenched — though  new  and  genuine  voices 

have  spoken  to  us  since  then,  if  not  with  the   same  deep 

pathos,  yet  in  tones  which  have  the  touch  of  original  genius — 

we  cannot  expect  but  that  music,  following  the  analogy  of  all 

previous  forms  of  art-creation,  should  ^  have  its  winter,  too,  of 

'  pale  misfeature ; '  nor  can  we  shut  our  eyes  to  the  signs  tliat 

we  are  passing  from  the  great  period  of  spontaneous  musical 

art  into  the  literary  and  self-conscious  phase  which  usually 

marks  the   decline  of  an   art;  the  period   of  weighing  and 

criticising,  defining  principles  and  aipis,  which  has  never  hitherto 

been  largely  indulged  in  until  the  minds  of  men,  set  free  from 

their  absorbing  interest  in  the  production  of  great  works,  have 

been  at  leisure  to  regard  their  art  as  a  subject  for  speculation 

and  theorising.     If,  however,  we  find  the  present  crisis  in 

musical  art  characterised  by  this  peculiarity,  that  these  very 

critics  themselves  proclaim  the  decease  of  music  in  regard  to  its 

hitherto  accepted  forms,  while  they  point  to  a  composer  who 

firomises  to  give  renewed  and  even  higher  life  to  the  art  by 
eading  its  streams  into  a  new  channel ;  if  this  musical  prophet 
bases  his  claims  not  only  on  critical  writings  displaying,  in 
spite  of  some  bigotry  and  one-sidedness,  a  distinct  and  in  some 
respects  a  consistent  theory,  but  upon  compositions  of  the  most 
ambitious  character  in  regard  to  scale  and  elaboration ;  if  these 
compositions  have  found  acceptance  with  a  considerable  and 
apparently  increasing  public;  such  a  claim  certainly  merits 
serious  and  impartial  consideration  from  all  who  are  interested 
in  the  art,  more  especially  at  a  juncture  when  the  subject  seems, 
for  the  time  at  any  rate,  to  have  laid  hold  of  the  public  mind 
in  this  country  to  an  extent  which  a  few  years  since  would 
certainly  not  have  been  anticipated. 

It  is  not  very  easy  for  English  critics  on  Wagner  to  obey 
the  usual  recommendation  from  the  Bench  to  the  jury,  and 
to  /  dismiss  from  their  minds  all  they  have  previously  heard 
^  in  regard  to  the  case.'  The  composer  was  for  many  years 
heard  of  in  this  country  only  as  a  kind  of  impracticable 
musical  madman.    We  learned  incidentally  how  Herr  Wagner 
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had  detennined  to  extinguish  operatic  ^  stars '  and  put  down 
melody;  how  he  was  his  own  poet;  how  he  kept  a  king 
to  pay  for  the  performance  of  his  operas.  Peripatetic  Eng- 
lish critics  who  had  sat  through  performances  of  operas 
on  the  new  system,  brought  home  pathetic  accounts  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  been  wearied — *  insulted  '  was  the 
word  used  in  one  case — by  combinations  of  sound  without 
tune,  ofifered  to  their  unwilling  ears  as  *  music'  An  engage- 
ment to  act  as  conductor  of  the  London  Philharmonic  Society, 
which  it  was  supposed  might  receive  some  fresh  impetus  from 
what  was  certainly  regarded  as  a  sensational  appointment,  at 
one  time  brought  Herr  Wagner  temporarily  into  direct  rela- 
tion with  the  musical  world  of  England.  The  connexion  was 
short ;  the  Society  and  their  conductor  mutually  failed  to 
appreciate  each  other,  and  the  latter  shook  the  English  dost 
from  his  shoes  without  having  done  anything  to  convince  the 
insular  Philistine  of  his  claim  to  be  regarded  as  the  great 
musical  Hght  of  the  day.  It  is  only  during  the  last  two  or 
three  years  that,  owing  mainly  to  the  exertions  of  the  com- 
poser's allies  among  what  may  be  termed  the  Anglo-German 
musical  colony  in  this  country,  it  has  been  admitted  that 
there  is  at  least  more  method  in  Wagner's  madness  than  had 
been  supposed,  and  that  at  all  events,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
he  and  his  friends  are  determined  that  he  should  be  heard. 
In  spite  of  the  violent  and  almost  rabid  partisanship  of  the 
latter,  however  (which  has  made  almost  as  many  enemies  as 
friends  to  the  cause),  we  should  probably  have  waited  a  good 
many  seasons  longer  for  an  opportunity  of  hearing  any  one  of 
his  works  in  England,  but  for  the  conviction,  occurring  as  it 
would  seem  simultaneously  to  the  managers  of  our  two  great 
theatrical  establishments,  that  Wagner  could  be  made  to 
*  pay ; '  a  consideration  which  of  course  operated  like  magic, 
and  we  had  the  spectacle  of  two  rival  *  houses '  each  playing 
Danae  to  the  golden  shower,  and  crowds  struggling  for  places 
to  hear  what  a  few  years  before  would  have  been  scouted  as  an 
absurdity.  It  is  not  our  purpose  here  specially  to  review 
^  Lohengrin,'  which  thus  became  the  fashionable  excitement  of 
the  last  operatic  season.  We  are  concerned  rather  with  tie 
general  principle  and  tendency  of  Herr  Wagner's  theory  and 
practice  in  the  art,  of  which  the  work  in  question  is  hardly  a 
typical  development,  and  which  infers  a  more  radical  and  ex- 
tended bouleverserhent  of  orthodox  notions  on  music  than  was 
suspected,  probably,  by  the  majority  of  the  thousands  who  went 
to  hear  what  they  regarded  as  merely  a  new  form  of  owol  It 
may  be  most  convenient,  however,  to  examine  Herr  Wagner's 
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position  as  an  operatic  refonner  in  the  first  instance,  before 
glancing  at  the  wider  bearing  of  the  theory  of  music  which  he 
wishes  the  world  to  accept  as  the  future  basis  of  the  art. 

Musical  drama^  commonly  called  opera,   is   a  form  of  art 
which  has  not  been  much  in  the  odour  of  sanctity.     Its  logical 
basis,  as   a  combination  of  poetry  and  music,  has  been  little 
considered ;  and  while  the  opportunities  it  presents  for  brilliant 
climax  of  musical  and  spectacular  effect  have  made  it  always  a 
favourite  entertainment  with  the  wealthier  section  of  the  mob 
(using  the  word  in  Fielding's  sense),  by  the  minority  who  take 
their  pleasure  thoughtfully  it  has  usually  been  regarded,  in  Eng- 
land especially,  as  an  illicit  union  of  music  and  drama,  greatly 
to  the  dishonouring  of  the  latter ;  and  our  literature,  from  Smft 
and  Addison  to  Thackeray,  abounds  in  gibes  on  the  subject, 
intensified  perhaps  by  the  lack  of  musical  organisation  and  sym- 
pathy in  the  English  literary  mind  since  the  Elizabethan  era. 
But  CTcn  in  Germany,  where  opera  has  always  ranked  more  as 
an  art  and  less  as  a  mere  entertainment  than  with  us,  there  has 
been  a  frequently  recurring  dissatisfaction  amongst  thoughtful 
critics  with  tlie  one-sided  principle  on  which  the  marriage  of 
music  with  not  very  immortal  verse  has  been  carried  out,  and 
which  is  curtly  summed  up  by  Wagner  in  his  definition  of  the 
popularly  accepted  idea  of  opera  as  *  a  tightly-built  scaffolding 
'of  musical  forms,  to  which  the  poetry  was  to  conform.'  In  other 
words,  the  primary  object  of  opera  having  usually  been  to  give 
opportunity  for  brilliant  or  passionate  musical  expression,  with 
whatever  additional  effect  could  be  contributed  by  spectacle 
and  by  free  action  on  the  part  of  the  singers  (which  latter  is  a 
more  important  element  in  the  effect  of  declamatory  singing 
than  is  sometimes  recognised),  the  result  came  to  be  that  the 
musician  had  it  all  his  own  way  (always  with  due  submission 
to  the  singers),  the  story  and  situations  being  regarded  merely 
as  furnishing    the   needful  opportunities    for  composer   and 
smgers  to  display  their  respective  powers.     As  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  any  dramatic  poet  of  genius  would  move  in  these 
shackles,  operatic  libretti  afforded  in  general  only  too  good  an 
excuse  for  the  ridicule  of  the  English  critics  before  mentioned 
—for  the  sarcasm  of  Voltaire,    *  Ce  qui  est  trap  sot  pour  6tre 
*  dit,  on  le  chnnte^ — ^for  the  contemptuous  wonderment  expressed 
by  Goethe  at  the  ^  arrangement  in  some  people's  natures '  by 
which  they  were  enabled  to  enjoy  beautiful  music,  though  illus- 
trating a  miserable  subject — for  such  a  more  serious  and  detailed 
arraignment  of  opera  as  that  quoted  from  a  German  critic  of  the 
last  century  by  Professor  Ritter,  whose  two  lectures  on  Opera, 
forming  the  fourth  and  eighth  chapters  in  his  lectures  on  tho 
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^  History  of  Music/  should  be  read  by  those  who  are  interested 
in  the  subject : — 

*  In  that  extraordinary  spectacle  to  which  the  Italians  have  given  the 
name  of  opera^  there  is  to  be  found  such  a  mingling  of  the  great  and 
the  small,  the  beautiful  and  tasteless,  that  I  hesitate  in  what  terms  to 
write  about  it.  In  the  best  of  operas,  we  see  and  hear  such  stupid  and 
trivial  things,  that  we  might  think  them  only  calculated  for  children, 
or  for  a  childish  populace  ;  and  in  the  midst  of  their  revolting  silliness, 
passages  occur  that  pierce  the  heart  with  horror,  fear,  pity,  or  refined 
voluptuousness.  A  scene  during  which  we  have  forgotten  ourselves, 
and  felt  the  liveliest  interest  in  the  characters,  is  followed  by  one  in 
which  the  same  characters  strike  us  as  blundering  fools,  awkwardly 
trying  to  astonish  and  alarm  a  vulgar  crowd.  While  we  cannot  bear  to 
recall  the  senselessness  which  has  disgusted  us  in  the  opera,  we  cannot 
help  remembering  its  charming  scenes  with  emotion,  or  without  wishing 
that  artists  would  imite  to  make  of  this  great  spectacle  that  perfect 
thing  which  it  is  capable  of  becoming.  The  opera  might  be  the  most 
powerful  of  all  spectacles,  because  all  the  fine  arts  imite  in  it ;  but  it  is 
a  proof  of  the  superficiality  of  the  modems  that  they  have  lowered,  and 
exposed  to  contempt,  all  these  arts.*  (Sulzer :  Theorie  der  schonen 
Kunsten,) 

These  words  are  the  more  significant,  inasmuch  as  the  writer 
of  them  was  nearly  contemporary  with  Gluck,  who,  as  most  of 
our  readers  must  be  aware,  occupied  in  his  own  day  somewhat 
the  same  position  in  regard  to  opera  as  Wagner  occupiee  now, 
and  at  whose  work  it  is  necessary  to  glance  in  order  rightly  to 
appreciate  both  the  coincidence  and  the  divergence  between 
the  modem  composer  and  the  one  who  is  now  habitually  spoken 
of  as  his  predecessor  in  operatic  reform.  The  part  played  by 
the  composer  of  *  Alceste  '  and  *  Iphig^nie '  may  be  stated  in 
his  own  words,  which  we  again  borrow  from  Professor  Ritter*s 
*  History ' : — 

*  When  I  undertook  to  set  to  music  the  opera  of  "Alceste,"  I  proposed 
to  myself  to  avoid  the  abuses  which  the  mistaken  vanity  of  singers  and 
the  excessive  complaisance  of  composers  had  introduced,  and  which, 
firom  the  most  splendid  and  beautiful  of  all  public  exhibitions,  had  re- 
duced the  opera  to  the  most  tiresome  and  ridiculous  of  spectacles.  I 
wished  to  confine  music  to  its  true  province — that  of  seconding  poetry  by 
strengthening  the  expression  of  the  sentiments  and  the  interest  of  the 
situation,  without  interrupting  the  action  and  weakening  it  by  super- 
fluous ornament.  I  thought  that  music  ought  to  give  that  aid  to 
poetry  which  the  liveliness  of  colouring  and  the  happy  combination  of 
light  and  shade  afford  to  a  correct  and  well-designed  picture — ani- 
mating the  figures  without  injuring  their  contour.  I  have  therefore 
carefiilly  avoided  interrupting  a  singer  in  the  warmth  of  a  dialogue,  in 
order  to  wait  for  a  tedious  ritomel ;  or  stopping  him  in  the  midst  of  a 
speech,  in  order  to  display  the  agility  of  the  voice  in  a  large  pasasge. 
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I  have  not  thought  it  right  to  pass  rapidly  over  the  second  part  of  the 
air,  when  it  is  the  most  impassioned  and  important  portion  o£  it,  in 
order  to  repeat  the  words  regularly  four  times ;  or  to  finish  when  the 
sense  is  not  complete,  in  order  to  give  the  singer  the  opportimity  of 
showing  that  he  can  vary  a  passage  in  several  ways  according  to  his 
own  fancy.  In  short,  I  have  endeavoured  to  reform  those  abuses 
against  which  good  sense  and  good  taste  have  long  exclaimed  in  vain.' 

In  these  words  Gluck  indicates  the  nature  of  the  aesthetic 
deficiencies  in  the  opera  of  his  day,  and  in  a  general  way 
the  extent  to  which  he  was  prepared  to  go  in  reforming  them. 
More  particularly,  it  may  be  observed  that  he  gave  much 
greater  space  to  the  free  recitative,  a  form  of  composition  in 
which  the  music  and  words  are  more  interdependent  and  more 
synchronous  than  in  any  other,  and  which  indeed  there  seems 
reason  to  believe  was  the  form  in  which  musical  drama  first  arose 
at  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century ;  and  he  employed  the  or- 
chestra not  as  a  mere  accompaniment,  a  background  of  sound 
against  which  to  relieve  the  voice,  and  with  which  to  fill  up 
the  harmony  ;  but,  by  his  characteristic  use  of  special  instru- 
ments, made  it  an  important  element  in  the  musical  colouring 
of  the  scene,  and  in  enforcing  and  illustrating  the  actions  and 
feeUngs  represented  on  the  stage.  It  is  also  important  to  ob- 
serve that  he  selected  for  the  subjects  of  his  dramas,  almost  ex- 
clusively, stories  of  a  legendary  character,  drawn  mostly  from 
the  great  pre-historic  tales  on  which  the  Greek  drama  was 
fonnded.  In  these  two  last-named  points  he  may  be  considered 
as  the  direct  precursor  of  Wagner.  But  Gluck  did  not  carry 
the  subordination  of  the  music  to  the  poem  so  far  as  to  abro- 
gate musical  forms  of  composition  altogether,  and  render  the 
music  entirely  dependent  for  its  motive  and  interest  on  the 
stage  situation.  On  the  contrary,  even  in  nearly  his  latest 
opera, '  Iphigenia  in  Tauris,'  there  is  an  air  ('  O  Malheureuse 
'  Iphig^nie ')  which  may  be  and  is  frequently  transplanted  to  the 
concert-room,  without  losing,  perhaps^  much  of  its  effect ;  and 
it  is  worth  remark  that  it  never  seems  to  have  occurred  to 
Gluck  that,  on  the  principle  of  rendering  the  music  strictly 
subordinate  to  the  poem,  there  was  no  logical  halting-place  at 
the  point  at  which  he  chose  to  stop.^  If  it  be  a  question  of 
rendering  music  subservient  to  dramatic  action,  the  shearing 
off  of  the  conventional  *  repeat '  of  the  air,  and  giving  it  a 
freer  form,  was  only  after  all  a  half-way  step.  The  problem,  of 
course,  really  turns  upon  the  question,  what  degree  of  conven- 
tionality is  aimed  at  in  musical  drama  ?  All  dramatic  art  of  a 
high  class  is  conventional — is  removed  back  from  the  plane  of 
rwism — and  we  require  that  the  special  standard  of  conven- 
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tionality  adopted  should  be  consistently  maintained.  A  per- 
fectly logical  scheme  of  lyrical  drama  may  be  framed,  if  we 
regard  the  music  as  only  employed  to  illustrate,  heighten,  and 
prolong  the  expression  of  feeling  at  certain  points  where  it 
rises  to  a  climax  suitable  for  lyrical  utterance  ;  the  intermediate 
or  connecting  links  of  the  poem  being  treated  in  a  more  desul- 
tory musical  form  (recitative),  chiefly  with  the  view  of  pre- 
serving tonal  unity  and  continuity.  This  principle  is  verj- 
nearly  realised  in  such  an  opera,  for  instance,  as  *  Don  Gio- 

*  vanni  * ;  indeed,  the  adherents  of  Wagner  admit  that  the 
dramatic  demands  of  opera  were  by  no  means  overlooked  in 
the  main  by  Mozart,  whom,  in  fact,  they  rather  adroitly  manage 
to  claim  as  an  ally  on  the  plea  that  he  ^unconsciously  worked 

*  to  the  same  end,'  though  they  (correctly)  adduce  instances  in 
which  he  uses  the  lyric  form  where  st^ge  situation  does  not 
admit  of  it ;  as,  for  instance,  in  the  duet  in  *  Figaro  '  before 
the  page  jumps  out  of  the  window.  But  there  is  nothing  es- 
sentially illogical  or  shocking  to  the  critical  sense  in  this  form 
of  lyric  drama,  if  consistently  carried  out ;  the  conditions  of 
the  representation  are  understood  beforehand ;  there  is  really 
no  more  aesthetic  lapsus  in  it  than  in  people  talking  in  blank- 
verse  or  rhymed  couplets  in  the  spoken  drama.  It  may  no 
doubt  be  objected  that  in  such  a  form  of  composition  the  music 
is  of  primary  and  the  poem  of  secondary  importance,  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  much  of  the  effect  and  even  the 
meaning  of  the  music  are  dependent  upon  the  existence  of  well- 
contrasted  characters  and  telling  *  situations,'  which  must  be 
defined  by  the  poet,  not  to  say  that  the  very  objection  supposed 
involves  a  begging  of  the  question  and  an  entire  shifting  of  the 

f  round  of  criticism.  Waiving  that,  however,  it  must,  we  think, 
e  admitted  that  there  is  a  consistent  form  of  h/rical  drama, 
-which  has  been  the  point  de  depart  in  the  operatic  works  of 
Mozart,  Beethoven,  and  Weber  (not  to  mention  lesser  names), 
and  which  Herr  Wagner  himself  adheres  to,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  in  his  *  Tannhiiuser.'  But  there  is  also  what  we  should 
distinguish  as  musical  dram  a,  in  which  the  poem  occupies  alto- 
gether the  first  place,  and  in  which  the  musical  setting  is  em- 
ployed purely  as  a  means  of  adding  force  and  colouring  to 
dramatic  expression,  and  the  musical  fonn  compelled  to  bend 
entirely  to  the  form  and  progress  of  the  drama.  To  this  prin- 
ciple of  the  combination  of  music  and  drama  Gluck's  method 
tended,  though,  as  we  have  inferred,  he  never  fully  realised  it, 
the  outlines  of  the  old  regular  musical  forms  constantly  showing 
themselves  through  the  dramatic  veil  hung  before  them ;  and 
this  principle  Wagner  has  definitively  adopted  in  its  entirety. 
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as  the  only  legitimate  and  satisfactory  solution  of  the  problem 
of  the  imion  of  music  with  dramatic  story  and  stage  action. 

The  process  of  reasoning  by  which  he  arrived  at  this  con- 
clusion, and  the  theoretic  basid  upon  which  his  form  of  musical 
drama  is  founded,  are  clearly  set  forth  by  Wagner  in  a  letter 
to  M.  Yillot,  which  summarises  a  good  deal  of  what  was 
expressed  more  at  length  in  his  ^  Oper  und  Drama/  a  treatise 
he  admits  to  be  at  the  present  time  rather  of  interest  to 
himself  than  to  the  public.  We  may  briefly  touch  on  the 
stages  in  the  development  of  Wagner's  ideal  theory  of  musical 
drama;  recommending  the  perusal  of  the  letter  in  extenso 
to  all  who  wish,  in  making  acquaintance  with  his  works, 
to  arrive  at  a  just  estimate  of  their  aim,  whether  from  a  criti- 
cal or  an  appreciative  point  of  view.  At  the  very  commence- 
ment of  his  studies  as  a  dramatic  composer,  the  style  of  con- 
temporary Italian  opera,  with  its  vocal  displays  illogically 
dragged  in,  its  degradation  of  the  orchestra  into  ^  a  monstrous 

*  guitar  for  the  accompaniment  of  arias^  seems  to  have  im- 
pressed him  much  as  it  would  impress  all  who  look  upon  music 
as  more  than  a  mere  plaything.     French  musical  drama,  as 
then  displayed  at  the  Paris  Grand  Opera,  had  more  of  attrac- 
tion for  a  composer  who  seems  to  have  been  possessed  naturally 
with  a   love  of  brilliant   scenic   effect   and  of  characteristic 
instrumentation.     The   traditions  of   Gluck  may  be   said   to 
have  so  far  left  their  impression  on  French   opera,  that,  in 
spite  of  their  radical  divergence  in  spirit  and  aim,  the  modenx 
operas  of  the  French  school  display  a  richness  of  orchestral 
treatment,  and  a  completeness  of  design  in  the  relation   of 
parts  to  the  whole,  to  which  the  normal  form  of  Italian  opera  is 
quite  a  stranger.    That  Wagner  was  carried  away  by  the  splen- 
dour and  dazzle  of  this  class  of  work  as  disjJayed  with  every 
advantage  of  mise  en  scene  in  Paris,  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  his  iirst  important  work,  *  Rienzi,'  written  with  a  view  to 
the  *  Grand  Opera,'  is  completely  in  the  cut  and  style  of  Meyer- 
beer, though  not  showing  anything  like  the  point,  brilliancy, 
and  individuality  of  treatment  attained  by  that  consummate 
master  of  scene-setting.      But  the  fascination  of  the  Grand 
Opera  style  soon  palled  upon  the  composer,  who  declares  him- 
self to  have  been  inspired  with  a  desire  for  a  higher  ideal  of 
musical  drama  partly  by  his   admiration   for   the  genius  of 
Mdme.  Schroeder-Devrient,  and  for  the  effect  she  produced 
even  in  spite  of  the  defective  genre  of  the  art  which  she  had 
to  illusti'ate,  and  which  suggested  the  reflection  ^  what  an  in- 

*  comjparable  work  of  art  that  might  be,  which  should  be  per- 

*  fectfy  worthy  of  such  an  artist^  or  of  the  dramatic  talents 
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'  of  a  number  of  Euch  artists  I'  Perhaps,  humao  nature  bein 
what  it  is,  the  critic  may  be  excused  for  thinking  that  tb 
non-acceptance  of  '  Rienzi '  at  the  Paris  opera,  where  tb 
star  of  Meyerbeer  was  in  the  ascendant,  may  have  had  il 
share  in  the  composer'a  revulsion  of  feeling  against  the  '  vnlgi 

*  craftsmanlike  performance '  of  modem  opera,*  and  his  rest 
lution,  shortly  after,  to  drop  once  for  ail  any  connexion  vit 

*  that  frivolous  institution.' 

With  the  aim  of  substituting  for  this  art,  which  could  cUii 
no  higher  title  than  being  a  diversion,  something  which  woul 
raise  the  audience  from  the  vulgar  interests  of  daily  life  ai 

*  enable  them  to  comprehend  and  adore  the  highest  and  mo 
'  significantly  beautitui  that  the  human  mind  can  adore,'  tl 
composer  was  led,  in  the  first  instance,  to  abandon  altogethi 
the  field  of  history  or  real  life  for  that  of  popular  tradition  i 

'  Mythot,  on  the  ground  that  in  the  personages  who  act  in  sut 
legends  all  which  is  merely  conventional  or  accidental  diss] 
pears,  and  they  become  rather  concrete  representations 
abstract  qualities  in  human  nature,  and  therefore  both  of  mo 
universal  interest  and  more  suitable  for  illustration  by  musi 
which  is  not  then  required  to  deal  with  incongruous  and  pr 
saic  circumstances,  but  only  with  broad  types  of  human  ch 
racter  or  phases  of  human  feeling.  We  pointed  out  th 
Glnck  also  drew  his  subjects  almost  entirely  from  Grei 
legend,  though  retaining  a  good  deal  more  of  real  humanii 
than  is  to  be  found  in  the  fantastic  figures  that  occuj 
Wagner's  stage.  If,  however,  it  be  objected  on  the  one  hai 
that  human  semblance  is  almost  entirely  eliminated  from  the 
personages  of  Gothic  fable,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  fe 
a  dramatic  interest  in  them,  on  the  other  hand  it  may  be  co 
ceded  that  musical  drama,  being  so  far  removed  in  its  vei 
nature  from  realism,  finds  its  most  congenial  subjects  in  tl 
region  of  romance  rather  than  of  real  life.  The  more  impc 
I  tant  aim  of  Wagner,  however,  was  the  solution  of  the  proble 
I  of  the  union  on  equal  terms  of  music  and  poetry,  in  place 

*  The  fact  that  Wagner  in  the  £ret  instance 
was  enjoyitig  a  brilliant  success,  Kems  the  moi 
also,  of  the  almost  childish  spite  and  vituperatic 
name  of  the  composer  of  the  '  Huguenots '  seen 
adherents  of  Wagner ;  as  far,  at  least,  as  the  - 
osed  in  such  a  connexion.  The  Hebrew  cohort 
Meyerbeer  vras  the  Coryphttua,  seem  indeed  to 
selves  equally  obnoxiouB  to  both  camps,  judginf 
of  Rossini's  reply  to  an  inquiry,  when  he  was  | 
opeia^'  Qaand  la  Juivei  oiUJini  leur  Sabbat  J 
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the  preyious  almost  invariable  subordination  of  the  poem  to 
the  musical  form.     Wagner  seems  to  have  been  led  to   his 
attempt  in  this  direction  by  considerations  somewhat  distinct 
from  those  of  Gluck,  and  based  on  a  more  definitely  constructed 
philosophical  theory.     His  aim  is  not  merely  to  retrench  and 
repress  incongruous  development  of  the  music  at  the  expense 
of  the  poem  and  the  situation,  but  to   arrive   at  a   union  or 
blending  of  the  two  arts  in  which  they  shall  be  completely 
interdependent,  and  in  which  the  form  of  the  musical  setting 
shall  arise  directly  from  that  of  the  poem,  and  the  progress  rf 
the  two  be  synchronous.     Such  a  union  is   not  only,  in  his 
scheme,  the  means  for  the  resuscitation  of  opera,  but  is  the 
natural  end  to  which  the  art  of  music  has  been  tending.     The 
tendency,  as  he  believes,  of  every  separate  branch  of  art  is, 
after  having  arrived  at  the  full  extent  of  its  own  capabilities, 
to  ally  itself  to  a  sister  art.     Thus,  recognising  instrumental 
music  in  the  form  it  was  brought  to  by  Beethoven  as  the  com- 
plete and  highest  expression  of  the  possibilities  of  that  art,  he 
was  seized  with  the  ambition  of  ^  turning  the  whole  stream  of 
*  Beethovenian  music '  in   the   direction   of  the  drama,  and 
achieving  by  the  union  of  the  two  a  higher  and  more  intense 
expression  than  either  separately  could  rise  to.     The  initial 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  such  a  combination  of  course  is  that 
while  poetry  produces  its  effect  by  concentrated  expression, 
music,  as  we  usually  understand  the  term,  works  by  extension 
in  time,  by  repetition  and  sequence,  and  is  under  the  dominion 
of  strict  rhythm  which  will  not  bend  to  follow  the  multitudinous 
and  varied  alternations  of  speech  and  action  in  all  the  details 
of  an  elaborate  drama.     Either  the  poem,  as  heretofore,  must 
give  way  to  the  music,  or  the  musical  form  must  give  way  to 
the  poem.     Wagner  practically  does  not  deny  the  dilemma ; 
in  the  work  which  forms  the  most  complete  example  of  his 
method,  he  elects  the  latter  alternative,  in  fact^  and  deprives 
his  music  of  the  two  qualities  of  rhythm  and  tune  (which  latter 
unsophisticated  people  term  ^  melody ')  to  make  it  interpene- 
trate with  the  words  and  the  stage  action ;  but  he  assures  us 
that,  so  far  from  music  being  in  any  way  weakened  or  degraded 
thereby,  tune  and  rhythm  are,  in  fact,  not  only  non-essential 
<}ualities  of  music,  but  even  indications  that  it  is  in  a  primitive 
ttid  incomplete  state. 

The  reasoning  on  which  this  sufficiently  audacious  theory  is 
maintained  is  worth  attention,  as  it  touches  a  broader  question 
than  mere  opera  reform,  and  we  shall  have  to  allude  to  it  again. 
Looking  back  to  the  beginnings  of  music,  Wagner  considers 
that  the  quality  of  rhytnm  came  to  be  engrafted  on  musio^ 
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and  regarded  as  an  essential  characteristic  of  the  art,  from 
the  fact  that  the  first  use  of  music,  by  the  Greeks,  was  as 
an  accompaniment  to  the  rhythmical  movement  of  the  dance. 
When  the  early  Church  adopted  or  adapted  their  primitive 
melodies,  she  dropped  their  vivacious  rhythms  as  being  only 
connected  with  the  heathen  art  of  dancing,  and  thereby  de- 
prived them  of  their  sole  means  of  expression ;  and  *  we  can 

*  convince  ourselves  even  to  this  day  of  the  uncommon  poverty 

*  of  expression  in  ancient  melody  when  deprived  of  its  oma- 

*  ment  of  rhythm,  by  imagining  it  without  the  harmony  which 

*  at  present  supports  it.'     But  *  the  Christian  spirit,  in  order 

*  to  raise  the  expressive  power  of  melody,  invented  polyphonic 

*  harmony  on  the  basis  of  the  four-part  chord,  which  by  its 
'  characteristic  changes  served  henceforth  as  a  motive  of  ex- 

*  pression  to  the  melody — an  end  which  had  formerly  been 

*  attained  by  means  of  its  rhythm.'  When,  with  the  decline  of 
the  Church,  a  vivacious  inclination  became  predominant  in  the 
Italians  also,  in  regard   to  the  application  of  music,  ^they 

*  solved  the  difficulty  by  restoring  to  melody  its  original 
'  rhythmical  properties,  and  thus  applying  it  to  song  as  it  had 

*  formerly  been  applied  to  dance.'  This  Wagner  regards  as 
nothing  less  than  ^  a  relapse  into  Paganism,'  the  result  of 
which  has  been  that  modern  melody  is  almost  entirely  indif- 
ferent to  the  verse,  and  its  variation-like  movement  was  in  the 
end  dictated  solely  by  vocal  virtuosi,  while  the  resource  of 
polyphonic  harmony  was  entirely  thrown  aside,  Italian  operatic 
melody  remaining   ^  satisfied  with  a  harmonic  basis  of  such 

*  astounding  poverty  that  it  might  exist  without  any  accom- 
'  paniment  whatever.'  The  treatment  of  the  rhythmical  form 
of  music  by  the  German  composers  we  pass  over  for  the  pre- 
sent, as  it  touches  more  closely  on  another  part  of  our  subject; 
merely  remarkins:  that  the  final  result  of  Wagner's  theory  is 
the  adoption  of  a  musical  setting  of  his  poems,  in  which 
rhythm  is  discarded  in  the  voice  parts,  and  to  a  great  extent 
evaded  or  concealed   in  the  accompaniment,  and  which  aims 

]  at  a  completely  polyphonous  character;  i.e.  it  is  music  in 
I  which  no  one  part  or  melody  stands  out  from  among  the  rest 
as  predominant,  but  in  which  the  effect  is  produced  by  the 
combination  of  the  whole.  Even  the  voice  is  no  exception ; 
for  musically  the  voice  is  for  the  most  part  treated  as  an  in- 
strument among  the  other  instruments,  distinguished  by  its 
timbre  and  enunciation  rather  than  by  the  character  of  the 
passages  assigned  to  it ;  and  aesthetically  the  voice,  the  actor, 
may  be  regarded  as  supplying  the  text  for  the  musical  com- 
mentary of  the  orchestra.     As  for  the  demand  for  *  melody^' 
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^  the  reiterated  cry  of  superficial  musical  amateurs '  for  this 
desired  element  only  proves  that  they  derive  their  notion  of 
melody  from  works  *  in  which,  side  by  side  with  melody,  there 
'  is  a  sustained  tunelessness  serving  as  background.'  As, 
according  to  Wagner,  music  is  melody,  and  no  music  is  possible 
without  melody,  this  complaint  must  merely  mean  that  he  does 
not  fi^ive  the  '  superficial '  critics  the  particular  kind  of  melody 
they  wish  for.  They  wish  for  the  ^kt  narrow  form  of  melody 
as  it  appeared  in  the  dance-tune.  He  offers  them  a  combina- 
tion of  melodies  which  are  to  be  as  the  multitudinous  voices,  for 
example,  of  the  forest  on  a  summer  night ;  where,  however 
many  sounds  strike  upon  the  ear,  they  all  appear  as  the  one 
great  forest-melody — a  melody  which  will  haunt  the  listener, 
but  which  cannot  be  hunmied  or  repeated ;  ^  to  hear  it  again 
'  he  must  return  to  the  woods  on  a  summer  night     Would  it 

*  not  be  folly  if  he  were  to  catch  a  sweet  wood-bird,  so  as  to 
'  train  it  at  home  to  whistle  a  fragment  of  that  great  forest- 

*  melody  ? '  We  are  not,  therefore,  to  condemn  the  composer 
for  not  giving  us  what  he  never  aimed  at  or  intended.  We 
are  to  accept  or  to  judge  his  work  as  what  it  is  intended 
for — a  poem  recited  by  the  actors  in  musical  tones  and  accom- 
panied by  an  orchestra  whose  combined  sounds  form  a  per- 
petual illustrative  tone-picture  of  the  actions  and  passions 
of  the  drama,  towards  which  the  orchestra  occupies  the  same 
position  as  the  chorus  in  the  Greek  drama ;  a  comparison  used 
by  the  composer  perhaps  rather  to  render  his  aim  clearer  than 
as  implying  a  precise  parallel  between  the  two,  which  it  may 
be  readily  seen  that  there  is  not. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  however,  that  this  complete  and 
rounded  theory  of  musical  drama  was  arrived  at  immediately 
on  the  composer's  flight  from  the  blandishments  of  popular 
opera,  or  that  it  is  fully  represented  by  those  works  which 
have  been  performed  in  England,  either  partially  or  entirely.* 
On  the  contrary,  Wagner  is  particularly  desirous  to  impress 
on  his  critics  that  his  theories  have  arisen  to  a  great  extent  i 
from  the  direction  in  which  he  was  impelled  in  the  course  of 
composition  ;  and  that  he  is  not  open  to  the  charge  constantly 
made  against  him  of  deliberately  putting  music  together  upon 
a  priori  principles.  We  are,  of  course,  bound  to  give  due 
weight  to  such  a  statement,  however  irreconcilable  with  some 
apparent  facts.  The  chain  of  sequence  of  the  composer's  works 
exhibits,  however,  a  gradual  progress  in  one  direction.     The 

*  Two  only  have  been  given  complete  on  the  English  stage — 
'Lohengrin '  and  *  Der  fli^nde  HollUnder.' 
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*  Fliegende  Hollander,'  the  successor  of '  Rienzi,'  is  by  its  com- 
paratively small  dimensions  and  the  romantic  and  legendary 
character  of  its  subject,  cGrect  evidence  of  the  re-action  &om 
the  ffenre  of  the  Paris  opera ;  but  the  composer  was  still  under 
the  influence  of  the  traditional  power  of  operatic  music,  ^  which 
^  had  hitherto  made  a  poem  that  did  not  admit  of  numeroos 

*  verbal  repetitions  nearly  impossible.'  In  ^  Tannhauser,'  again, 
a  great  deal  of  the  extended  muacal  form  and  verbal  repetition 
was  retained,  to  which  the  lyrical  nature  of  many  of  the  situa- 
tions naturally  tended ;  though  we  see  the  beginning  of  the  com* 
poser's  recoil  from  rhythmical  form  in  his  refusal  even  to  allow 
the  minstrels  in  the  competition  a  true  lyric  song,  a  concession 
which  would  have  been  quite  consistent  with,  and  even  de- 
manded by,  the  situation ;  while  the  more  connected  lyrical 
form  assigned  to  Tannhauser  in  his  praise  of  Venus  seems  an 
exemplification  of  the  ^  pagan '  theory  of  rhythm.  Still,  in  its 
main  features  and  design,  ^  Tannhauser '  may  be  called  a  work 
of  the  Weber  school,  or  at  least  with  strong  reflections  of 
Weber.  In  *  Lohengrin '  the  departure  from  precedent  is  car- 
ried further ;  with  the  exception  of  the  wedding  chorus,  which 
of  course  is  a  metrical  hymn,  there  is  not  a  single  connected 
melodic  piece  with  the  to-and-fro  sway  and  rhytiim  which  we 
call  *  tune ; '  though  there  are  snatches  of  melody  in  the  old 
style,  such  as  the  outburst  of  Elsa  at  the  triumph  of  her  deli- 
verer, which  presents  a  melodic  \ subject'  such  as  a  composer 
of  the  traditional  school  would  have  worked  up  into  a  grand 
prima  donna  air.  The  treatment  of  the  orchestra  approaches 
much  nearer  than  in  ^  Tannhauser '  to  that  broad  and  vague 
tone-picturing  to  which  the  composer  was  tending;  and  the 
instrumental  preludes  to  the  acts  lose  all  reminiscence  of  the 
old  Overture  form.  The  chorus  on  the  stage,  however,  still 
retains  its  old  dimensions  and  importance,  and  indulges  in 
set  pieces  longer  and  more  elaborated  in  form,  indeed,  than  oper- 
atic choruses  have  generally  been.  After  '  Lohengrin,'  it  ap- 
pears that  the  composer's  genius  ^  fell  among  thorns,'  and  that 
he  was  occupied  long  and  wearily  with  considerations,  anti- 
pathetical, as  he  says,  to  the  very  nature  of  the  artist  tempera- 
ment, as  to  the  establishment  of  a  correct  theoretic  basis  for  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  art  in  the  channel  he  had  adopted* 
From  the  depression  resulting  from  these  wanderings  in  the 
tortuous  labyrinth  of  theory,  he  was  raised  again  to  his  natural 
temperament,  *  as  if  recovered  from  a  long  malady,'  by  the 
ambition  of  embodying  his  ideas  in  a  great  work  on  a  scale 
which  would  in  itself  put  it  out  of  the  category  of  ordinary 
opera^  and  the  performance  of  which  was  only  to  be  attempted 
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under  extraordinary  circumstances,  whmi  all  the  means  re- 
quired for  an  undertaking  on  such  a  scale  could  be  ensured. 
This  was  the  now  much  talked  of  Tetralogy,  under  the  title  of 

*  Der  Ring  des  Nibelungen,'  which,  as  everyone  knows,  is  to 
be  given  at  Baireuth  in  the  autumn  of  this  year,  and  in  which, 
as  IS  inunediately  evident,  Herr  Wagner  has  in  his  mind  the 
revival  in  a  modem  form  of  the  great  dramatic  festivals  of 
Greece,  which  had  always  hovered  before  him  as  an  ideal,  in 
times  past,  of  a  national  artistic  entertainment.  The  composi- 
tion of  such  a  work  of  course  spread  over  some  years ;  and  it 
was  whilst  still  engaged  in  it  that  he  was  induced,  partly  by  hear- 
ing of  the  growing  acceptance  of  his  earlier  works  on  the  part 
of  the  public,  to  pause  from  his  task  for  the  composition  of  a 
smaller  opera  which  would  give  him  the  chance  of  at  once 
hearing  somethmg  of  his  own  written  in  accordance  with  Us 
latest  feelings  and  views  on  the  art.  The  work  written  in 
accordance  with  this  impulse  is  ^  Tristan  und  Isolde,'  which  is 
in  fact  later  in  order  of  composition  than  most  of  the  Tetra- 
logy, and  which  represents  more  completely  than  any  other  of 
his  works  the  artistic  result  of  the  theory  of  opera  which  he  has 
evolved  and  to  which  he  may  be  said  to  have  pledged  himself. 
In  this  work  the  subordination  of  the  music  to  the  drama,  or, 
as  its  composer  would  probably  prefer  to  say,  the  interpenetra- 
tion  of  the  two,  is  complete.  Not  a  vestige  of  lyrical  form  is 
left  (saving  a  rough  song  by  the  men  on  Tristan's  vessel  in 
praise  of  his  exploits) ;  the  operatic  chorus  has  utterly  disap- 
peared, and  ^  the  entire  extent  of  the  music  is,  as  it  were,  pre- 

*  sented  in  the  tissue  of  words  and  verses — that  is  to  say, 
'  that  the  musical  melody  is  already  contained  in  the  poem.' 
The  steip  from  *  Tannhauser '  to  *  Tristan  '  is  accordingly,  as 
the  composer  himself  observes,  much  longer  than  that  from 
*Rienzi'  to  ^Tannhauser.'  We  may  readily  concede  that  a 
much  more  intimate  amalgamation  betvreen  the  poem  and  the 
music  is  attained  by  this  method  of  procedure,  and  find  no  dif- 
ficulty in  believing  that  this  prefiguration  of  the  musical  form 
in  the  poem  may  have  proved  rather  a  help  and  stimulus  than 
a  hindrance  in  composing  the  latter.  There  remains  the  ques- 
tion, *  whether  by  this  procedure  the  musical  form  of  melody 
'  is  not  prejudiced  by  being  deprived  of  its  freedom  of  move- 
^ment  as  well  as  development'?  That  is  indeed  the  point 
upon  which,  as  we  are  disposed  to  think,  Wagnerian  opera 
most  ultimately. stand  or  fall.  The  composer's  answer  to  it  we 
have  already  inferred  in  our  resume  of  his  views  as  to  tune  and 
thythm:  we  will  now  endeavour  to  frame  our  own. 

Of  Herr  Wagner's  theoretic  basis  for  the  position  he  assumes 
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we  must  say  at  once  that  it  appears  to  us  to  be  equally  contra- 
dicted by  nature  and  by  art-history.     We  can  hardly  be  ex- 
pected to  waste  space  in  collecting  formal  evidence  that  the 
love  of  rhythmical   accent  is   something  inherent  in  human 
nature,  and  not  dependent  on  accidents  of  time,  place,  and 
habit :  we  may  just  allude  to  the  fact,  certainly  not  insignifi- 
cant, that  even   the  very  physical  basis  of  music  is  rhythm, 
since  the  distinction  between  what  we  recognise  as  musical 
sounds  and  those  which  are  not  so  consists  in  the  isochronoas 
character  of  the  vibrations  in  the  former.     The  statement  of 
the  case  on  historical  grounds,  methodical  as  it  appears  in  Herr 
Wagner's  way  of  putting  it,  is  based  upon  a  complete  petiJtio 
principii.     Granting  that  we  had  data  sufficient  to  enable  us 
to  say  positively  that  Greek  music   consisted   in  rhythmical 
tunes  used  only  as  an  accompaniment  to  the  dance,  why  is 
the  dance  to  be  the  cause  and  the  music  the  effect?     Surely  it 
were  at  least  as  reasonable  to  regard  both  as  springing  from 
the  same  innate  tendency  to  rhythmical  expression  ;  or  even 
to  go  further  and  regard  the  dance  as  arising  out  of  the  music, 
and  impossible  without  it.     The  tune  can   be  invented  and 
played  without  the  dance ;  the  latter  cannot  be  danced  without 
the  tune.     Admitting,  however,  the  dance-form  of  pre-historic 
music  to  be  established,  Wagner  points  to  the  noble  school  of 
unrhythmical  polyphonous  music  of  which  Palestrina  was  tie 
great  name,  and  asks  who,  after  hearing  his '  Stabat  Mater,'  and 
contrasting  it  with  the  mere  tune-writing  of  the  modem  Italian 
opera,  *  could  suppose  the  latter  to  be  the  legitimate  daughter 
*  of  that  wondrous  mother?'     Fully  sympathising  with  the 
main   tendency  of  the  feeling  implied   by  the  question,  we 
reply,  that  even  supposing  the  historical  connexion  between 
the   two   schools   cannot   be   traced  (as  we  think  it  can),  the 
deduction  as  to  the  inherent  supremacy  of  music  unfettered  by 
rhythm  is  no  fair  one  from  the  premisses.     In  the  first  place, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  early  Italian  church  school, 
however  grand  and  elevated  in  style,  is  very  restricted  in  its 
range,  and  is  in  fact  only  the  somewhat  monotonous  though 
solemn  and  impressive  rendering  of  a  special  phase  of  religious 
feeling ;  while  it  would  be  most  unfair  to  deny  to  the  modem 
Italian  school  the  creation  of  melodies,  some  of  which  have 
stirred  all  hearts,  and  whose  charm,  such  as  it  is,  seems  to  be 
imperishable.     But  the   light  genre  of  the   modem  Italian 
school    generally — the   *  poverty   of   harmonic    basis'   which 
Wagner  satirises — is  no  intrinsic  characteristic  of  rhythmical 
music.     The  German  school  also  *  reverted '  (if  we  are  so  to 
speak)  to  the  rhythmical  or  *  dance-tune '  form  of  melody,  and 
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treated  it  polyphonally  in  a  grand  series  of  works  the  great- 
ness of  which  Wagner  does  not  venture  to  deny ;  and  the  fair 
comparison  would  be  between  this  and  the  early  Italian  school 
—between  polyphonous  melody  plus  rhythm  and  polyphonous 
melody  minus  rhythm.  We  will  not  insult  the  critical  faculty 
of  our  readers  by  asking  them  whether  or  not  they  consider 
the  choral  works  of  Handel  and  Bach,  or  the  school  of  instru- 
mental music  which  cuhninated  in  Beethoven,  an  extension  of 
the  boundaries  of  the  art  as  practised  by  Palestrina  and  his 
compeers.  The  educated  world,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
ecclesiological  enthusiasts,  has  fully  made  up  its  mind  on  that 
point.  A  somewhat  similar  logical  fallacy  is  apparent  in 
Wagner's  assertion,  repeated  still  more  authoritatively  by  his 
literary  satellites,  that  so  far  from  melody  being  cramped  or 
interfered  with  by  his  system,  it  is  greatly  extended,  and  that 
his  operas  are,  in  fact^  one  succession  and  blending  of  melody 
from  beginning  to  end.  It  is  obvious  that  this  is  a  mere  arbi- 
trary playing  with  language.  We  all  know  what  we  mean  by 
^  melody ; '  and  if  its  essence  be  more  easily  felt  than  defined, 
we  at  least  know  that  it  is  dependent  on  measured  accent  in 
time  as  well  as  on  measured  intervals  in  pitch,  for  that  sym- 
metrical proportion  which  gives  it  an  individual  and  recognisable 
form.  Wagner  may  plead  that  his  music  presents  opportu- 
nity for  higher  expression  than  can  be  attained  tlurough 
melodic  form,  but  it  is  absurd  to  pretend  that  he  is  ofieriug  the 
world  the  quality  which  it  understands  by  the  term  *  melody.' 
It  is  open  to  a  dramatic  poet  to  maintain,  if  he  please,  that 
prose  is  a  more  suitable  or  even  a  nobler  means  of  expression 
for  his  art  than  verse,  but  he  would  be  justly  derided  if  he 
were  to  urge  that  it  was  in  fact  the  highest  and  most  complete 
development  of  verse. 

Passing  by  for  the  moment  the  question,  whether  the  prin- 
ciple of  musical  composition  advocated  by  Wagner  is  abso- 
lutely a  higher  development  of  the  art,  is  it  so  relatively  to  the 
objects  and  theory  of  the  musical  drama  ?  Is  it  the  best  and 
most  consistent  theory  of  the  union  of  music  and  poetry? 
Admitting  at  once  that  such  a  form  of  art  must  in  the  end  be 
judged  by  its  results — by  its  power  over  the  listener's  feelings 
(which  is  the  sole  defence  that  can  be  set  up  for  the  form  of 
most  works  now  occupying  the  lyric  stage),  and  that  we  have 
^  hitherto  had  scant  opportunity  for  forming  such  a  judgment, 
we  can  nevertheless  hardly  fail  to  see  that  the  consistency  of 
Wagner's  method  is  sorely  menaced  when  subjected  to  an 
impartial  examination.  We  noticed  above  the  differentiation 
between  the  methods  of  poetry  and  music  respectively ;  the 
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power  of  concentration  in  the  former,  the  almost  absolute  need 
of  extension  and  repetition  in  the  latter.  This  has  been  well 
brought  out  by  Mr.  Matthew  Arnold  in  his  thoughtful  little 
essay  in  verse,  rather  than  poem,  '  An  Epilogue  on  Lessing's 

*  Laocoon,'  where  he  discriminates  the  province  of  music,  in 
relation  to  words,  by  instancing  the  depth  and  extension  which 
the  musician  imparts  to  the  feeling  expressed  in  such  a  concen- 
trated phrase  as  Miserere  Dotnine — 

*  Beethoven  takes  those  two 
Poor  bounded  words,  and  makes  them  new  ; 

•  •  •  • 

Page  after  page  of  music  turn 
And  still  they  glow  and  stiD  they  bum, 
Eternal,  passion-fraught,  and  free, 
"  Miserere  Domine.^^ ' 

So  Handel,  when  he  would  tell  us  bow  *  the   children  of 

*  Israel  sighed,  by  reason  of  the  burdens,'  does  so  by  the  repe- 
tition, the  persistence  with  which  the  grief  and  sighiog  are 
drawn  out  until  the  impression  has  sunk  into  our  hearts.  So, 
to  glance  at  instrumental  music,  when  Beethoven  invented 
that  deeply  pathetic  allegretto  in  his  Seventh  Symphony,  it  is 
not  by  the  mere  enunciation  of  the  theme  that  be  touches  us ; 
it  is  not  till  the  leading  proposition,  so  to  speak,  has  been 
drawn  out,  repeated,  amplified,  contrasted,  heard  now  in  this 
form  now  in  that,  till  its  last  broken  accents  die  on  our  ears, 
that  we  realise  the  feeling  which  he  meant  to  awaken  in  our 
souls.  But  the  compositions  referred  to  are  not  dramatic  in 
their  form.  True :  but  do  not  such  examples,  and  innumer- 
able others,  practically  testify  to  the  truth  of  the  theory  as 
stated  by  Mr.  Arnold,  and  does  it  not  follow  that  in  a  system 
which  implies  the  detailed  interpenetration  of  the  music  and 
the  poem,  precisely  the  reverse  of  the  old  error  has  been  com- 
mitted— that  the  music  has  been  sacrificed  to  the  poem  ?  And 
yet  further  inconsistencies  seem  to  arise  as  we  look  more  closely 
at  the  conditions  of  the  combination.  Whatever  his  contempt 
for  rhythm,  the  composer  is  obliged  to  employ  the  division 
into  *  bars '  which  originated  with  rhythm — the  very  possi- 
bility of  getting  his  music  executed  depends  upon  it;  and 
so  we  find  him  not  only  in  his  latest  work,  but  even  in 
many  parts  of  *  Lohengrin  '  in  a  continual  strife  between  the 
rhythmical  accent  implied  by  the  barring,  and  the  effort  to 
conceal  and  escape  from  it  by  devices  of  syncopation  and  other 
means  of  breaking  up  and  nullifying  the  recurring  bar  accent 
This  is  a  matter  of  form  comparatively  ;  a  still  stranger  incon- 
sistency is  that  rhythm  should  be  retained  in  its  most  marked 
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and  recurrent  form  in  the  versification,  and  yet  that  the  con- 
sistency of  the  music  with  the  poem  is  to  be  obtained  by 
obliterating  the  rhythm  of  the  latter.  There  seems  to  us  to 
be  an  absolute  perversity  of  reasoning  implied  in  such  a 
method.  Then,  ^g^i^?  though  the  poem  and  the  dramatic 
action  are  to  be  the  basis  of  the  whole,  without  which  the 
music  can  have  no  locus  standi  whatever,  yet  the  actors,  who 
are  to  sing  the  words,  are  in  the  miisical  construction  com- 
pletely secondary,  and  in  absolute  bondage  to  the  orchestra, 
in  the  fetters  of  whose  intricate  movement  they  are  entangled. 
This  is  a  singular  result  of  a  theory  which  professes  to  regard 

*  the  human  word '  as  the  primal  cause  and  motive  of  music. 
Surely  the  theory  of  what  we  have  called  lyrical  drama  (as 
distinct  from  musical  drama),  in  which  music  in  its  extended 
forms  of  construction  is  used  to  amplify  and  intensify  the 
emotional  expression  at  the  great  crises  of  the  poem,  is  as  con- 
sistent as  this.  Wagner  himself  admits  the  power  and  beauty 
attained  by  some  of  the  great  composers  in  this  genre  of  opera 
—admits  aJso  that  in  their  finest  scenes  they  have  entirely  sur- 
mounted what  is  (no  doubt)  the  weak  point  in  it,  *  the  juxta- 
^  position  of  absolute  recitative  and  absolute  aria,  so  detrimental 

*  to  a  perfect  style,'  and  that  the  recitative  has  received  already 
ivith  them,  in  such  cases, '  a  melodic  and  rhythmic  significance, 

*  and  unites  itself  insensibly  with  the  broader  structure    of 

*  melody  proper.'  Yet,  in  his  pursuit  of  that  ignis  fatuus,  a 
perfectly  logical  theory,  the  modem  composer,  instead  of 
working  up  to  its  further  capabilities  a  system  which  he  admits 
to  have  produced  such  great  effects,  cuts  the  knot  by  discard- 
ing altogether  what  he  here   truly  defines   as  *the  broader 

*  structure  of  melody  proper y  and  adopting  the  imperfect  reci- 
tative form,  as  the  sole  means  of  expression  for  the  deeper 
emotions  as  well  as  for  the  lesser  incidents  of  his  drama.  A 
greater  unity  of  form,  a  more  close  connexion  between  words 
and  music,  may  be  thus  obtained ;  but  it  is  at  the  cost  of  for- 
bidding to  music  all  her  old  freedom  of  flight,  of  clipping  her 
wings  and  putting  her  in  a  strait-jacket. 

Such  a  conviction,  however,  by  no  means  implies  a  denial  of 
the  real  power  to  be  found  in  such  a  work  as  *  Tristan '  (to 
which  we  still  refer  as  representing  the  Wagner  theory  in  its 
purest  form),  whether  existent  in  accordance  with  or  in  spite 
of  the  method  employed ;  or  of  the  real  interest  attaching  to 
such  an  attempt  at  a  new  basis  for  the  combination  of  music 
and  drama.  Though  it  is  beyond  our  scope  here  to  go  into 
detailed  criticism  of  Wagner's  music,  which  indeed  could 
hardly  be  made  intelligible  or  interesting  without  extensive 
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quotatiotiB,  we  may  look  a  little  more  closely  at  the  results 
his  method  as  here  displayed.  An  important  feature  in  t1 
relation  of  the  music  to  the  drama,  nut  yet  touched  upo 
■we  may  give  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Hiiffer,  who  appears 
be,  or  to  have  constituted  himself,  the  prophet  of  Wagner 
England : — 

'  For  every  important  idea  or  passionate  impulse  of  his  cliaracte 
Wagner  introduces  a  certain  striking  harmonious  or  melodious  conil 
nntion,  as  the  muucal  complement  of  their  dmniatic  force.     Whenei 
in  the  course  of  the  drama  this  impulse  comes  into  action,  ne  hear 
once  itti  corresponding  motive,  eitht;r  amigby  the  voice  or  played  b;t 
orchestra,  and  in  manifold  variations,  according  to  circumstances.' 
This  idea  of  labelling  a  character  with  a  special  phrase  is 
course  not  new  ;  it  has  been  suggested  by  Mozart  and  earn 
further  by  Weber  and  others ;    but  Wagner  first  has  appli 
it  as  a  ruling  principle  pervading  a  whole  work,     Howev 
such  a  system  may  aid  in  giving  unity  and  completeness  to  t 
musical  expression  of  the  drama,  it  is  at  once  open  to  questi< 
whether  thia  arbitrary  selection  of  phrases  to  represent  certs 
ideaa  is  not  a  mechanical  and  prosaic,  rather  than  an  imagin 
tive  and  emotional  use  of  music.     The  main  subject  of  t 
legend  of  *  Tristan '  probably  is,  certainly  ought  to  be,  b< 
known  to  modern  Knglieh  readers  by  Matthew  Arnold's  bea 
tiful  version  of  it  in  his  early  poem  '  Tristram  and  leeult 
a  work   of  far  higher  poetic   tone   and   tendency   than   t 
Laureate's  bizarre  treatment  of  the  legend.    After  a  prelude 
which  the  leading  motivo  of  the  work  is  prominent,  in  t 
manner  we  are  familiar   with   in   the   '  Lohengrin '   preluc 
Wagner's  drama  opens,  like  Arnold's  poem,  on  board  the  sb 
in  which  Tristan  is  conveying  King  Mark's  bride  to  Comwal 
the  scene  opening  (musically)  with  an  unaccompanied  song 
a  young  sailor,  who  starts  off  with  a  phrase  containing  sm 
*  intervals '  aa  no  sailor  in  this  world  ever  sung  except  in 
Wagner  opera.      The  serious  action  of  the  drama  is  set 
motion  by  an  imperious  message  from  Queen  Isolde  to  Trista 
which  excites   the  contempt  of  his  squire  Kurwenal,  wha 
braggart  song  in  contempt  of  her  and  in  praise  of  his  lor 
taken  up  by  the  crew,  is  the  only  approach 
work  ;  and  the  giving  of  the  enchanted  oup  a: 
of  no  '  courtesy,'  but  is  administered  and  p 
apparently,  under  the  impression  that  it  is  i 
a  nt  of  injured  pride  at  her  own  treatment 
desperation  as  to  her  futute  lot.     Their  loi 
interrupted  at  intervals  by  the  shouts  of  th 
lowering  the  sails,  a  sort  of '  yo-heave-yo ! '  ] 
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fonn  little  different  from  what  one  might  actually  hear,  and 
which  illuBtrates  how  completely  the  old  tradition  of  the  opera- 
chorus  has  been  thrown  over.     At  last  the  fatal  draught  is 
drunk ;  during  a  pause  filled  only  by  a  troubled  murmur  from 
the  tremolo  of  the  basses  in  the  orchestra,  with  broken  snatches 
of  the  first  motivo  of  the  overture,  the  two  gaze  on  each  other, 
and  almost  at  the  moment  when  they  realise  their  new  mad- 
ness and  fall  into  each  other's  arms,  the  land  is  reached,  the 
cheers  that  greet  King  Mark  are  heard,  and  the  curtain  falls 
eveutually  upon  the  shouts  of  *  Cornwall,  hail ! '  the  tumultuous 
jubilation  of  the  full  orchestra,  the  clangour  of  trumpets  on  the 
8tage,  and  the  vain  endeavours  of  their  astonished  attendants  to 
rouse  the  dazed  and  enchanted  lovers  to  the  comprehension  of 
their  position.     The  second  act  opens  on  the  warm  bright 
summer  night  in  the  palace  gardens,  before  the  chambers  of 
Isolde,  who  issues  thence  with  her  attendant  Brangane  to 
await  her  lover.     The  suspense  is  long  drawn  out;  at  last, 
after  an  interlude  of  some  length,  the  entry  of  Tristan  is  led 
up  to  with  that  tumultuous  rush  and  crescendo  of  the  band 
which  Wagner  makes  so  eflfective  in  securing  a  climax,  and 
the  two,  after  hurried  and  broken  ejaculations  in  which  the 
line  separating   singing  from   ordinary   speech   is   as  nearly 
crossed  as  possible,  run  through  the  whole  gamut  of  passion  in 
a  scene  compared  with  which  even  what  has  been  termed  ^  the 

*  everlasting  duet '  in  *  Lohengrin '  must  hide  its  dimiiushed 
head*  At  length  the  storm  of  passion  subsides,  and  after  a 
passage  of  intense  pathos  at  the  words  *  O  sink'  hernieder, 

*  Nacht  der  Liebe,'  the  anticlimax  is  reached,  and  ^  Tristan 

*  und  Isolde,  versinken  wie  in  ganzliche  Entriicktheit,  in  der 
'  sie,  Haupt  an  Haupt,  auf  die  Blumenbank  zuriickgelehnt, 

*  verweilen ; '  *  while  over  them  is  heard  from  the  battlements 
the  song  of  Brangane — 

*  Einsam  wachend  in  der  Nacht, 
Wem  der  Traum  der  Liebe  lacht ' — 

the  singer  invisible,  her  voice  sustained  by  a  soft  arpeggio 
accompaniment.     The  introduction  of  this  interlude  of  Bran- 

•  So  runs  the  stage  direction.  The  peculiar  stolidity  which  the 
German  mind  seems  able  to  bring  to  bear  on  the  treatment  of  such  a 
aubject  i%  rather  calculated  to  excite  a  smile  than  any  more  serious 
comment.  Still,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  no  English  audience 
would  ever  witness  the  above  scene,  or  the  wedding-chamber  scene  in 

*  Lobengrb,*  without  an  uneasy  half-suspicion  that  the  veil  had  been 
somewhat  too  rashly  withdrawn  firom  the  sanctities  of  passion  and  of 
affection  respectively. 
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gane,  warning  the  dreamers  that  the  night  U  waning,  i§ 
masterly  stroke  of  dramatic  efTecL  But  the  lovers  are  rouse 
at  last  only  to  hate  the  day,  to  desire  death,  to  dream  of  som 
state  in  which  even  their  own  identity  is  merged  and  lost  ia  a. 
eternal  sea  of  passion — 

,'         '  Wie  ue  filsaen,  wie  eie  lassen, 

Diese  Wonae,  fero  der  Sonne, 

Fern  der  Tage  Trennungs-kkge  I 

Ohne  Wtibnen  aonfles  Sebnen  ! 

Ohne  Bangen  aUss  Verlangen, 

Ohne  Weben  behr  Vef^ehen  ! 

Obne  Scbmacbten  hold  Um-nacbten  ! 
Ohne  Meiden, 
Ohne  Scbeidea, 
TrauC  ft]  lei  n, 
Ewig  Heim, 

In  un-gemes»'nen  R^umen, 

In  Uber-sel'ges  Trfiuinen : 

Dv  Isolde— Tristan  du~ 

TrisUu  ich,  nicbl  mebr  Isolde — 

Ich  Isolde,  nicht  mehr  Trietan  ! 

Ohne  Nennen,  ohne  Trennep, 

Neu  Erkennen,  neu  Entbrennen  : 

Endlos,  ewig  Ein-bewuast ; 

Ewig  heiss  erglUhter  Bruat, 

Ecdlos  bochste  Liebea-Lust ! ' 

and  here,just  as  the  musical  expression  has  risen  to  a  delirio 
whirl  in  which  all  form  and  restr^nt  seom  to  be  lost,  ent 
King  Mark  and  Melot  (the  traditional  *  betrayer '  of  all  drami 
and  the  castle  folk  in  hunting  array,  and  t)ie  act  ends  ever 
ually  with  Tristan  sinking  doivii  wounded  in  an  affray  wi 
Melot.    In  the  third  act  we  are  at  Tristan's  castle  in  Brittan 
where  he  slumbers  wearily  while  the  faithful  Kiirwenal  and 
countryman  look  anxiously  for  the  ship  that  is  to  bring  Isok 
The  mental  and  physical  struggle  of  the  hero  between  ho 
and  remembrance,  weakness  and  longii 
scene  too  long  for  description  here,  tlU 
the  dramatic  effect  which  Wagner  kn 
such  an  incident,  and  Isolde  rushes  breal 
knight  expire  in  her  arms.     Hard  upon 
the  cry  of '  ein  zweites  Schiff  I '  on  whii 
discerned.   The  latter  meets  with  the  ui 
(in  dtama)  at  the  hands  of  Kurwenal ; 
has  expressed  hia  sorrow  at  the  gener 
events,  the  work  concludes,  not  with 
singing,   but  with  the  awan-song   of 
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between  love  and  death ;  and  as  she  imagines  her  re-union, 
she  knows  not  how,  with  the  soul  of  him  who  is  all  to  her — 

*  In  dera  wogenden  Schwall, 
In  dem  Uinenden  Schall, 
In  des  Welt-Athems  wehendem  All 

Ertrinken,  versinken— 

Unbewusst, 

Hochste  Lust ! ' 

her  accents  grow  weaker,  and  with  the  last  broken  wail  she 
sinks  on  the  body  of  Tristan,  while  the  orchestral  movement 
dies  away  to  a  faint  pianissimo^  and  the  curtain  slowly  falls  on 

*  GroBse  Riihrung  und  Entriicktheit  unter  den  Umstehenden.' 

As  Herr  Wagner  claims  to  be  a  poet  as  well  as  a  musician, 
and  the  composition  of  his  drama  is  an  essential  part  of  his 
work,  we  have  quoted  these  passages,  in  justice  to  himself, 
from  the  original  text.  The  libretto  of  an  opera  has  seldom 
much  claim  to  literary  merit ;  but  of  all  the  doggrel  we  ever 
met  with  *  to  be  said  or  sung '  on  the  stage,  Herr  Wagner's 
Terses  appear  to  us  to  be  the  worst.  Childish  jingle  and  taste- 
less alliteration  take  the  place  of  rhythm  and  poetry;  and 
whatever  he  may  have  done  with  the  art  of  Mozart  and' 
Beethoven,  he  has  certainly  prostituted  the  language  of  Schil- 
ler and  Goethe.  But  it  would  be  cruel  to  judge  such  trask 
by  any  known  Ht^erary  standard. 

Yet  the  mere  perusal  of  the  work  shows  a  certain  power 
and  intensity  in  the  general  treatment  of  the  legend,  so  wild 
and  exciting  in  itself,  so  full  in  one  sense  of  human  interest. 
We  cannot  but  remark  in  particular  the  genius  for  dramatic 
effect  displayed  in  the  manner  in  which  Wagner  opens  each 
act;  how  he  gives  the  local  colour  and  feeling  of  the  sur- 
roundings ;  on  the  ship — in  the  palace  gardens  on  the  sunmier 
night — in  the  castle  where  the  horn  of  the  Breton  herdsman 
heard  outside  gives  the  first  indication  that  we  are  on  new 
ground ;  and  the  art  with  which  he  excites  the  expectation  of 
Ae  spectator  by  one  device  after  another,  while  withholding; 
the  climax  of  the  scene.  Yet  when  we  regard  the  work  from  a 
musical  point  of  view,  we  are  full  of  misgivings.  Points  there 
are  which  at  once  assert  themselves,  no  doubt :  such  as  the 
prelude  and  scenic  music  of  the  second  act ;  the  ecstatic  rush  of 
die  violins  in  a  phrase  which  becomes  a  prominent  feature  of  the 
great  scene  between  the  lovers,  entering  first  at  the  words,  *  O 

*  Wonne  der  Seele ; '  the  short  low  *  Ha  I '  upon  a  high  note, 
amid  the  dead  silence  of  everything  else,  with  which  Isolde 
recognises  that  her  lover  is  dead ;  the  opening  and  close  of  the 
final  dirge ;  and  others  which  have  been  and  might  be  adduced. 
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But  without  repeating  what  we  \ 
place  of  rhythm  in  music,  the  v 
most  pai't  to  be  written  with  a 
ignoring  of  the  fnct  that  certain  i 
the  voice  and  the  ear  than  others, 
herdsman  cannot  be  allowed  to  sin 
sing  and  pipe  in  Wagnerian  interv. 
place,  and  speaks  eloquently,  of  th 
'  which,  by  means  of  the  firm  prec 
'  lifts  even  the  least  gifted  singer  8< 
'  personal  perfnrmances.'  But  eve 
look  in  vain  for  this  '  precision  o1 
isolated  sentences.  The  voice  iB 
tuous  and  unnatural  paths  that  t1 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  singer  i 
patible  with  the  strain  on  the  ear,  i 
to  keep  in  correct  relation  with  ■ 
accompauimcntfi,  in  regard  to  whi 
observed,  only  an  instrument  am( 
Without  forgetting  the  stricture  whi 
who  judged  of  his  operas  apart  fro 
we  cannot  butthink  that  the  uncert 
relation  in  the  vocal  melodies,  as  w 
struction  of  the  orchestral  part,  in 
ference  to  scientific  method  (which 
an  ignoring  of  the  physical  basis  o 
monstrable  facts,  and  by  which  its 
Barily,  within  certain  limits,  be  dete 
his  attempt  to  give  to  musical  draix 
■of  spoken  drama,  has  overstepped  tl 
be  the  ultimate  conclusion  based  o: 
Kor  do  we  believe  that  the  brilliant 
work  can  ever,  with  any  but  a  very  \ 
atone  for  the  tedium  inseparable  fr< 
little  relief  and  contrast  of  manner 
carding  the  resources  of  aroplificatii 
form,  and  emphasising  every  deta: 
musical  expression,  so  to  speak,  at 
and  never  allows  the  listener  a  mc 
less,  we  are  of  opinion  that  an  adcq 
*  tan  und  Isolde '  ought  to  be  gii 
date,  and  this  unique  experiment 
jected  to  a  fair  test. 

Of  the  gigantic  combination  of 
scale,  which  is  to  be  represented  at 
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the  title  of  *  Der  Ring  des  Nibelungen,'  we  cannot  pretend  to 
speak  in  detail  here ;  the  mere  description  of  its  plot  and 
arrangement  would  occupy  far  more  space  than  we  can  afford, 
and  our  object  here  is  rather  the  consideration  of  principles 
than  the  criticism  of  detail.  The  plot,  which  mainly  turns  on 
the  acquisition  by  one  character  or  another  of  the  magic  Ring, 
which  confers  extraordinary  powers  upon  its  possessor,  is  pro- 
bably known  to  all  our  readers  who  are  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject by  the  detailed  descriptions  which  appeared  in  the  leading 
daily  papers  during  the  period  of  the  first  rehearsals  at  Baireuth 
recently.  Speaking  generally^,  we  may  observe  that  the  style 
of  the  first  two  dramas  at  least  of  the  Tetralogy  is  much  less 
^  advanced '  in  regard  to  musical  form  than  that  of  *  Tristan.' 
We  find  for  the  most  part  much  clearer  outline,  a  distinct  and 
even  persistently-marked  rhythm  in  much  of  the  music,  espe- 
cially that  for  the  minor  beings  (^characters  they  can  hardly  be 
called)  among  the  dramatis  personce.  Indeed,  we  could  imagine 
the  *  Rheingold,'  the  first  work  which  forms  the  prelude  to 
the  whole,  becoming  in  England  a  very  popular  opera  of  the 
faerie  and  stage-machinery  school.  The  opening  scene,  with  the 
three  Rhine-maidens  swimming  about  and  chasing  each  other 
laughingly  from  rock  to  rock,  while  the  orchestra  keeps  up  its 
incessant  flowing  and  undulating  accompaniment,  is  as  effective 
a  thing  of  the  kind  as  could  be  wished  for.  As  we  turn 
the  pages  of  the  score,  we  gain  at  least  (if  we  had  it  not  before) 
an  idea  of  Wagner's  remarkable  power  and  originality  as  a 
picturesque  orchestral  colourist.  When  we  descend  into  Nibel- 
heim,  where  Alberic,  the  Nibelung  dwarf  and  possessor  of  the 
Ring  pro  tem.^  is  lording  it  over  the  wretched  Mimes  and 
making  them  work  for  him,  we  are  half  startled  at  the  reality 
of  effect  achieved  by  the  eighteen  anvils,  great  and  small,  behind 
the  scenes,  which  in  their  combination  of  heavy  thud  and  rapid 
clatter,  working  in  time  to  the  characteristic  music  of  the  band 
in  front,  remind  us  of  the  terrible  and  systematised  battering 
which  assailed  the  ears  of  Sir  Scudamour  in  the  *  House  of 
*  Care ; '  •  and,  in  a  sufficiently  opposite  way,  the  last  scene  in 
the  *  Rheingold,'  where  the  gods  with  renewed  youth  cross 
the  rainbow  bridge  to  their  abodes,  amid  the  continuous  shim- 
mering accompaniment  of  the  violins  in  a  rapid  tremolo  (in 
eight  parte),  and  the  glancing  arpeggios  of  the  harps,  is  a 
climax  which  ought  to  be  almost  irresistible  as  a  bit  of  brilliant 
effect  Other  points  may  be  noticed :  the  dreamy  effect  of  the 
low  note  of  the  violoncello  and  the  hushed  taps  of  the  drum,  as 

♦  *  Faerie  Queen/  Book  iv,  canto  5,  stanzas  35-7. 


166  TVagner,  and  the  Modem  Theorif  of  Music.         Ju 

SiegmuDd  sinke  to  slumber  by  the  dying  £re  in  the  first  seen 
of 'Die  Walkure,'  and  the  change  when  a  breeze  blows  ti 
door  open  and  the  bright  moonlight  shines  in,  and  the  souoi 
of  the  harps  in  the  orchestra  awake  in  sympathy  with  it ;  tb 
gloom  which  overspreads  the  score,  so  to  speak,  when  Brum 
hilde    comes  as  the  messenger   of  death  to    Siegmund ;  tli 
bright  and  sparkling  passages  for  strings  and  wind  altem&tel; 
almost  like  laughter  in  a  musical  form,  which  accompany  tl 
sports  of  the  Walkure,  and  the  rich  and  briltiant  efTect  of  d 
instrumentation  in  the  last  scene  of 
the  magic  fire  that  burns  around  £ 
seems  to  glow  and  flicker  in  the  soun< 
is  perhaps  one  of  the  best  instances  o 
method  in  using  music  to  intensify  i 
The  mere  lighting  of  the  stage  fire,  th 
of  its  magical  and  important  influence 
produce  little  effect ;  but  the  accompai 
a  prophetic  significance  to  the  incident. 

On  the  other  hand,  one  cannot  but  be  struck,  in  readii 
these  scores,  as  we  were  in  hearing  '  Lohengrin,'  at  the  som 
times  almost  absurd  disproportion  between  the  orchestral  effe 
and  the  poem  and  action.  The  rush  of  the  band,  with  tl 
whole  added  power  of  more  brass  instruments  than  we  ha' 
time  to  count  up,  to  emphasise  with  an  overpowering /orftMii 
some  word  or  gesture  which  spems  totally  unworfliy  of  sui 
tremendous  emphasis,  almost  provokes  a  smile  at  times  at  tJ 
disproportion  between  cause  and  effect.  Big  scores  do  n 
necessarilj'  make  great  music,  either.  Meyerbeer  has  d 
thrown  Gluck  into  the  shade,  nor  has  Spontioi  supersedi 
Mozart.  AVe  cannot  ignore  the  fact,  again,  that  we  meet 
Wagner's  scores  with  a  constant  recurrence  of  certain  resourc 
of  effect,  repeated  to  an  extent  which  amounts  to  mannensr 
One  of  these,  the  incessant  reiteration,  namely,  of  a  particuli 
orchestral  phrase  or  figure,  till  it  mechanically  takes  the  ear  t 
storm,  seems  to  us  to  be  little  more  than  a  tiick  played  t 
the  physical  susceptibilities  of  the  audience,  and,  as  W^;ni 
sometimes  uses  it,  a  very  cheap  trick.*   But  a  still  more  serioi 

'  We  were  witness  to  an  amusing  exem]"'"^""'" '"'""' -'--':- 

occaMon  of  our  acquaintance  with  the  Tai 
crowded  concert,  when  the  leas  conTcntioi 
found  the  reiterated  violin  passages  at  the  < 
feelings  could  not  be  restrained  till  the  ei 
part  of  which  was  played  nmidst  a  creeceno 
ner'e  partisana  are  welcome  to  tbia  instance 
music ;  they  will,  perhapB,  also  reflect  wh 
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drawback  to  our  allegiance  is  the  puerility,  to  English  ideas, 
of  much  of  Wagner's  dramas,  which  illustrate  only  too  well 
that  peculiar  childish  element  in  the  German  mind,  the  presence 
of  which  to  a  certain  extent  even  in  Goethe  formed  perhaps 
the  (me  national  weakness  of  that  otherwise  most  cosmopolitan 
genius.  When  *  Lohengrin '  was  produced  in  London  last 
year,  probably  a  good  many  besides  ourselves  may  have 
wondered  whether  it  was  possible  in  any  country  but  Germany 
that  such  a  mere  fairy  extravaganza  should  be  made  the  sub- 
ject of  such  solemn  and  elephantine  moralising  as  has  been 
expended  upon  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  morale  of  this  opera. 
The  case  is  certainly  not  bettered  when  we  come  to  the  *  Ring 

*  des  Nibelungen ; '  and  as  we  light  on  the  passage  where 
iVicka  (the  Juno  of  the  mythus)  shakes  her  sleeping  spouse 
at  daybreak,  and  says,  'wake  up,  man,  and  bestir  yourself  I' 
or  where  Alberic  changes  himself  first  into  a  serpent,  and  then 
into  a  frog,  and  his  windings  in  the  one  case  and  jumpings  in 
the  other  are  grotesquely  illustrated  by  the  band ;  when  we 
see  the  pages  on  pages  of  elaborate  scoring  in  accompaniment 
to  the  movements  of  creatures  whose  efforts  at  speech  extend 
little  beyond  *  Heia!'  '  Wallaha ! '  or  *  Ho-jo-to-ho  1 '  when  we 
hear  of  the  special  contrivances  by  which  the  stage  will  be 
filled  with  different  coloured  mists  at  pleasure,  or  read  the 
sts^e-direction  in  the  scene  of  the  fight  between  the  hero  and 
Fafher  in  the  form  of  a  dragon,  in  *  Siegfried ' — '  The  machine, 

*  which  represents   the   dragon,  is  during  the   fight  brought 

*  somewhat  nearer  the  foreground,  to  a  point  where  a  new 

*  trap-door  (Versenkung)  opens  under  it,  through  which  the 

*  player  of  the  part  of  Fafner  sings  through  a  speaking-trum- 

*  pet ' — ^we  may,  perhaps,  be  pardoned  if  we  find  the  sentence 
about  'the  highest  and  most  significantly  beautiful  that  the 

*  human  mind  can  adore  '  recurring  rather  oddly  to  us,  or  if 
we  even  feel  some  doubts  about  the  raising  of  music  to  its 
highest  intellectual  province  by  associating  it  with  the  ordinary 

*  business '  of  a  Christmas  pantomime.  These  daring  decora- 
tors exactly  challenge  the  sarcasm  of  Pope : — 

'  Knights,  squires,  and  steeds  must  enter  on  the  stage. 
So  vast  a  throng  the  stage  can  ne^er  contain. 
Then  build  a  new,  or  act  it  on  the  plain.* 

For  it  is  not  only  as  a  new  exponent  of  musical  drama 
that  Wagner  comes  before  us.  His  theory  aims  at  much  more 
than  placing  this  one  form  of  musical  production  on  a  new 

has  been  usually  bestowed  on  what  is  highest  and  most  intellectual  in 
the  art 


168  Wagner,  and  the  Modem  Theory  of  Mutic.         Sin. 

baaiB.  His  positioa  amounts  to  nothing  less  than  this:  thx 
purely  instrumental  music  is  practically  dead ;  that  it  has  rut 
its  course  and  said  all  that  it  has  to  say  ;  has  been  weighed  ii 
the  halance  and  found  wanting ;  and  that  the  highest  missioi 
and  true  end  aud  object  of  music  is  only  realised  when  it  i 
the  exponent  of  poetry,  and  that  this  is  the  climax  toward 
which  music  has  heen  consistently  progressing  ;  and  Beethoven 
the  great  poet  of  instrumental  mufiic,  is  claimed  as  the  inangn 
rator  of  this  new  era.  On  what  principle  this  claim  is  mad 
we  may  indicate  by  a  quotation  or  two  (necessarily  hrief)  froD 
Mr.  Hiiffer's  treatise  before  referred  to.  In  the  preface  to  '  Th 
'  Music  of  the  Futui-e  '  we  find  the  remark  that,  though  th 
first  three  movements  of  Beethoven's  '  Ninth  Symphony  '  ma; 
be  called  the  triumph  of  absolute  music,  yet — 

'  In  tliis  very  splendonr  of  artistic 
le^  certainly,  feel  the  wont  of  Aonii 
and  by  acknowledging  this  want,  as 
itself,  and  introducing  into  the  lastn] 
tlie  huniau  word,  hh  n  firm  basis  Ibi 
has  at  the  same  time  ushered  in  il  nc 

And  in  the  same  work  we  find  the  following  (page  45),  whic 
we  extract  from  a  long  dissertation  on  the  futility  of  absolut 
music : — 

'  He  (Beethoven)  was  the  first  to  condense  t 
were  all  that  muatc  had  hidierto  c.xpr<;sscd  ii 
telligible  ideas.  He  even  biinga  the  song  of 
the  murmuring  brook  before  tlie  ear,  not  »a  a  j: 
at  once  a  suggei^tion  and  embodiment  of  the  fe 
called  up  by  them ;  Mfhr  Ausdivek  der  Emp_ 
he  wrote  at  tie  head  of  hia  Pastoral  Symphony 
are  passagea  in  Beethoven's  later  instrument 
distinct  recilalivi,  which  can  only  be  explained 
occult  idea  etruggling  for  self-conBciousnesn,  or, 
Tbia  idea  being  previous  to  all  muaical  concepti 
music  had  to  submit  to  its  harmonioua  expanaii 
spell  of  their  unlimited  sway  was  broken  for 
Beethoven  who  restored  tlie  tine  relatjons  oftii 
forth  became  inseparable.' 

The  ingenuity  with  which  a  theory  that 
cognised  standing-ground  of  the  art,  and  depi 
the  value  of  nearly  all  Beethoven's  princip 
it,  is  thus  made  to  stand,  like  a  pyramid  u 
one  movement  of  one  of  his  symphonies,  wit 
laadom  passages  in  his  works,  is  notewor 
what  does  all  this  really  amount  to  F     So  far 
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of  the  choral  finale  to  the  *  Ninth  Symphony '  proving  that 
Beethoven  had  abandoned  the  idea  of  pure  instrumental  music^ 
it  might  be  said  with  more  probability  that  the  very  £act  of  his 
having  once  used  this  resource  afforded  the  strongest  presump- 
tion £at  he  would  not  have  recurred  to  it  again.  The  inex- 
haustible variety  of  Beethoven's  genius  is  only  paralleled  by 
that  of  Shakspeare.  He  never  repeated  himself^  either  in 
great  things  or  little  (except  in  the  avowed  working  up  of  a 
favourite  theme  once  or  twice  in  a  new  form^  as  in  the  finale 
of  the  *  Eroica  Symphony');  and  there  is  not  a  tittle  of  evidence 
to  render  it  improbable  that  his  *  Tenth  Symphony,'  had  he 
lived  to  write  it,  would  not  have  been  as  purely  an  instru- 
mental work  as  any  of  the  first  eight.  Had  he  died  just  after 
writing  the  *  Pastoral  Symphony,'  it  might  equally  have  been 
niged  that  he  had  adopted  what  is  now  called  ^programme 
'  music '  as  the  true  end  of  the  art ;  but  his  two  next  sym- 
phonies (the  first  of  them  a  much  greater  and  more  recondite 
work  than  the  '  Pastorale ')  are  without  note,  hint,  or  comment 
of  any  kind.  About  the  middle  of  his  career  he  wrote  a  piano- 
forte fantasia  with  chorus,  but  so  far  from  subsequently  con- 
fining himself  to  this  form,  he  never  repeated  it,  and  his  most 
elaborate  works  for  pianoforte  solo  were  written  long  after. 
The  reference  to  the  recitative  passages  in  his  instrumental 
works  is  the  most  absurd  of  all.  They  are  literally  infini- 
tesimal in  extent  in  proportion  to  the  mass  of  his  compositions ; 
they  occur  in  his  earlier  as  well  as  in  his  latest  works  (ex.  gr. 
the  D  Minor  Sonata),  and  they  are  not  new  there.  The  slow 
movement  of  one  of  Haydn's  finest  quartetts  consists  entirely 
of  a  recitative  in  vocal  and  dramatic  style  for  the  first  violin  ; 
and  if  Mr.  Hiiffer  can  condescend  to  look  into  anything  so 
degraded  as  Mozart's  pianoforte  works,  he  may  find  in  the 
Variations  on  Grfetrys'  old  air  ^  Une  fievre  brulante,'  evidently 
considered  an  important  pianoforte  composition  in  its  day,  a 
whole  page  of  recitative  as  impassioned  in  style  as  that  in 
Beethoven's  Op.  110  Sonata.  But  we  are  asked  to  regard 
these  accidents  as  essentials,  because  it  suits  the  theory  of 
Wagner's  disciples  ;  while  the  fact  is  ignored  that  Beethoven's 
very  last  great  pianoforte  sonata  concludes  with  a  set  of  vari- 
ations as  brilliantly  and  synmietrically  elaborated,  as  purely 
music  for  the  sake  of  music,  as  anything  that  Mozart  (or  even 
Bach)  ever  wrote.  Nor  can  the  view  which  regards  the 
finale  of  the  *  Choral  Symphony '  as  the  roof  and  crown  of 
the  composer's  works  be  accepted  by  a  sound  and  calm  cri- 
ticism. The  theme  to  which  the  first  verse  of  Schiller's  ode 
is  set  is  magnificent,  and  the  whole  movement  full  of  the 
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grandest  saggestioDs  of  genius ;  but  if  a  work  of  art  is  to  t 
judged,  as  sorely  it  ultimately  must  be,  by  its  finish  in  form  i 
well  as  by  its  greatness  of  idea,  tbis  finaU  must  be  r^rardt 
rather  as  a  ooloasal  sketch  than  a  finished  picture — vast  an 
glorious  in  its  perspectives,  but  wavering  in  outline,  uncerta 

in  composition,  unequal  in  finish    •- '■ —  ~*"-  — *• 

previous  works  of  its  author.  It 
pose  that  Beethoven  was  a  kind  of 
French  critics  used  to  imagine  S 
Geist,  but  indifierent  to  artistic  fc 
trary,  he  was  one  of  the  most  consi 
practice  that  ever  lived,  and  the  i 
all  his  finest  works  is  as  remark: 
But  these  qualities  are  ignored,  i 
tation  of  the  scope  of  his  genius 
herents  of  Wagner  are  determine! 
"Winner  ia  a  Beethoven,  in  pursu 
all  their  ingenuity  to  prove  that  J 
a  Wagner. 

We  have  thought  it  worth  whil 
which  Beethoven  is  manipulated 
think  they  can  pay  no  greater  1 
genius  than  by  endeavouring  to  i 
their  theories,  Bu,t  iy)iat  are  wc 
the  abstract,  which  denies  to  Musi 
represents  her  only  as  the  mediuc 
of  words,  as  dependent  entirely 
basis?  It  is  difficult  to  know 
people  who  are  capable  of  sue 
power  and  pride,  the  very  raisi 
expresses  that  which  words  are 
can  be  expressed  in  no  other  w 
this  well  in  one  of  the  finest  of  1 
of '  Abt  Vogler '  after  he  has  beei 
If  he  had  painted  it  as  a  pictni 
the  musician,  still  '  effect  proceed 
'Ye  know  why  the  forma  are  fair,  yi 

But  here  is  the  finger  of  God,  a  Has 
ExiEtent  behind  all  taws,  that  made 
And  I  know  not  if,  save  in  this,  su< 
That  out  of  three  sounds  he  Irame, 
Consider  it  well ;  each  tone  of  our 
It  ia  everywhere  in  the  world — loU' 
Give  it  to  me  to  use  1  I  mix  it  wit] 
And  there  I  ye  have  seen  and  hear 
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Sorrow  is  hard  to  bear,  and  doubt  is  slow  to  clear, 

Each  suiferer  says  his  say,  his  scheme  of  the  weal  and  woe : 

But  Grod  has  a  lew  of  us  whom  he  whispers  in  the  ear ; 

The  rest  may  reason  and  welcome :  'tis  we  musicians  know.' 

No  doubt  the  musician  does  write  from  a  previous  impulse  ; 
no  doubt^  too^  that  modem  music  is  more  purely  emotional 
than  that  of  the  older  writers.  But  the  change  is  one  of  feeling, 
not  of  principle.  The  transition  from  the  earlier  contrapim- 
tal  style  of  music  to  that  of  Beethoven  is  nearly  analogous 
to  that  which  has  taken  place  in  painting,  from  the  figure- 
drawing  of  the  great  Italian  painters  to  the  landscape  art  of 
which  Turner  unlocked  the  treasury,  and  the  idyllic  subjects 
to  which  our  best  painters  are  now  so  much  devoting  them- 
selves. As  Michael  Angelo  took  a  delight  in  the  drawing  and 
foreshortening  of  a  figure  for  its  own  sake,  and  thereby  ex- 
pressed the  power  that  was  in  him,  so  the  older  composers  took 
a  delight  in  the  working  out  of  a  theme  for  its  own  sake,  and 
thereby  expressed  the  power  that  was  in  them,  and  gave  us 
that  which  speaks  no  definite  language  certainly,  but  which 
appeals  to  what  is  beyond  the  reach  of  language — to  the  meta- 
physical sense  of  a  divine  order  and  harmony,  of  which  music 
is  the  most  subtle  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  direct  and 
comprehensive  expression.  But,  says  Wagner,  Beethoven's 
symphonies,  and  all  instrumental  music  expressing  anything 
more  than  mere  ^tone-play,'  awaken  in  the  listener  that 
troublesome  question,  *  Why  ?  Wherefore  ? '  which  the  musi- 
cian cannot  answer,  and  which  only  the  addition  of  the  dramatic 
action  can  satisfy.  We  might  perhaps  be  allowed  to  question 
whether  Winer's  own  employment  of  all  the  resources  of  a 
great  orchestra  to    illustrate    such    glorified  pantomime  as 

*  Lohengrin '  and  parts  of  the  *  Nibelungen '  amount  to,  with 
theu*  ^  real  horses,*  and  dwarfs,  and  dragons,  and  phantasma- 
goric efiects,  is  not  calculated  in  its  own  way  to  provoke  a 
more  unanswerable  ^trarwrn? '  than  anything  in  Beethoven's 
symphonies  could  awaken ;  or  whether  it  can  be  seriously  urged 
that  a  listener  who  felt  the  want  of  an  ultimate  meaning  to 
the  first  movement  of  the  *  Eroica  Symphony  '  would  really  feel 
his  intellectual  enjoyment  and  perception  heightened  by  the 
▼ision  of  the  hero  behind  the  footlights  with  a  tin  helmet  and 
shield.  But  the  fact  is  that  the  ^  Why  ? '  spoken  of  only  exists 
in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  under  the  domination  of  a  theory, 
or  who  are  deficient  in  musical  education,  perception,  or  sym- 
pathy, and  consequently  unable  to  apprehend  the  *  unknown 

*  tongue  *  of  the  musical  poet ;  or  if  to  others  the  *  Why  ?  * 
^xist  at  all,  it  is  in  a  form  which  neither  wishes  nor  requires 
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im  aoBwer.     To  attempt  to  answer  it  by  a  definite  explasatioi: 
is  to  substitute  a  finite  pleasure  and  significimce  for  an  in- 
finite one — to  bring  down  music  from  its  real  'poetic  basis'  t( 
the  prosaic  level  demanded  by  listeners  who  are  destitute  ol 
feeling  and  imagination.     This  is  the  case  to  some  extent  evei 
with  so  poetic  a  piece  of  programme  music  as  the  '  Pastora 
'  Symphony,'  which  is  accordingly  the  one  generally  presentee 
to  '  popular '  audiences,  who  are  furnished  with  annotation! 
telHug  them  where  to  look  out  for  the  nightingale,  and  when 
for  the  thunderstorm,  &c.     Its  successor,  the  Symphony  in  A 
appeals    to   higher  intellectual   perceptions,   and   demands  i 
much  higher  class  of  audience  for  its  appreciation.     That  thi 
also  sprang  from  some  definite  mood  or  impulse  ii 
poser's  mind,  we  may  readily  ima^ne ;  but  when  ti 
.complete,  what  further  need  of  the  plans  or  the  t 
Should  we  gain  anything  if,  in  listening   to   that 
intermediate   episode   in   the  Scherzo — that  slower 
which  seems  to  speak  of  some  vague  and  solemn  glory  such  a 
'eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,*  we  were  to  ne  offered  i 
label  to  tell  us  the  meaning  of  it?     Would  we  not  rathe: 
listen  in  the  spirit  a  modern  poet  has  expressed  in  a  sonne 
'  written  during  music': — 

'  0  !  what  is  this  that  knows  the  road  I  came  7  ' 

The  absurdities,  agmn.  which  the  attempt  to  tack  a  definit 
meaning    to   music  sometimes  gives   rise  to,   are  instructiv 
enough.   In  Mendelssolm's '  Meerestille '  overture,  for  instance 
the  little  flourishes  for  the  flute  before  the  atlegru  commence 
have  always  been  explained  to  mean  the  first'  catspavrs'  of  th' 
breeze  on  the  water ;  but  it  appears  that  the  composer,  whei 
asked  one  day  about  it,  laughingly  confessed  that  he  believei 
the  passage  had  been  suggested  by  a  little  pasteboard  figure  o 
an  opera-dancer  on  the  mast  of  a  Naples  fishing  boat,  whici 
kicked  up  a  leg  when  the  breeze  caught  it.     Last  season  ai 
overture  by  a  clever  young  English  musician,  Mr.  Gadsbj 
was  played  at  the  Crystal  Palace  concerts,  which  its  author  hai 
named  '  The  Witches'  Frolic  '  (a  he 
'  Legends ')  as  a  title  appropriate  t 
and  faerie  character.  But  this  was  no 
pages  of  the  programme  were  filled 
vulgarity,  that  the  audience  might 
right  understanding  of  the  music.    ] 
say  that  he  denied  any  complicity  i 
pi-ogramme  analysis ;  but  such  a  re 
the  less  su^estive  of  what  the  '  po 
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us  to.  A  more  serious  possible  result,  already  too  largely 
illpstrated,  is  that  if  music  is  to  be  valued  for  an  arbitrary 
meaning  attached  to  it,  beauty  of  melody  and  purity  of  har- 
monic relation  come  to  be,  theoretically  if  not  practically,  of  no 
coDsequence ;  and  a  determined  theorist  may  persuade  his  ears, 
on  principle,  to  like  almost  anything.  It  is  only  on  such  a  sup- 
position that  we  can  understand  the  existence  of  the  extraordi- 
nary cacophony  presented  to  us  as  music  in  some  recent  instru- 
mental compositions,  and  in  many  parts  of  Wagner's  operas.* 
Of  course  we  know  all  that  has  been  said  and  will  be  said  by 
the  apologists  of  the  new  theory;  how  every  innovator  in 
composition  has  been  condemned  in  turn ;  how  Mozart's  quar- 
tetts  were  scouted  as  inharmonious,  and  the  andante  of  the 
*  Pastoral  Symphony  '  drove  a  gifted  but  conservative  English 
musician  from  the  room  ;  and  all  the  rest  of  it.  But  this  is  an 
argument  which  is  not  capable  of  the  indefinite  application 
claimed  for  it,  because  there  is  the  irrefragable  fact  that  music 
is  founded  on  a  basis  of  physical  law  and  mathematical  propor- 
tion, which  you  must  ultimately  bow  to.  There  is  only  one 
combination  of  sounds  on  which  the  ear  can  finally  rest  with 
satisfaction.  Wagner  himself,  in  the  close  of  '  Lohengrin ' 
furnishes  a  curious  instance  of  the  despotic  nature  of  this  law. 
The  chorus  parts  conclude  with  a  discord,  as  illustrative  of  the 
distress  as  Lohengrin  disappears ;  and  to  keep  up  the  illustra- 
tion strictly,  the  work  ought  so  to  close,  for  the  stage  group  is 
left  in  unaUeviated  anguish.  But  the  physical  law  of  music 
is  inflexible,  and  the  composer  is  obliged  to  use  the  orchestra 
to  "veer  round  into  the  full  *  common  chord'  of  the  key  before 
he  can  drop  the  curtain  and  dismiss  his  audience.  And 
the  whole  philosophy  of  musical  composition,  broadly  stated, 
is  the  art  of  progressing  logically  and  yet  with  apparent  free- 
dom from  one  such  point  of  repose  to  another.  The  final 
resolution  may  be  indefinitely  deferred — even,  as  in  Wagner's 
later  practice,  throughout  an  entire  act;  though  we  think 
the  ear  feels  keenly  the  want  of  repose  in  that  case.  Com- 
binations the  most  inharmonious  in  themselves  may  recur  over 
and  over  again  (as  is  constantly  the  case  with  the  two  greatest 

♦  Some  of  those  who  heard  I  jzst^s  *  Pianoforte  Concerto  in  A '  at  the 
Sydenham  concerts  last  season  will  appreciate  the  point  of  this  remark. 
Look  at  such  a  passage,  again,  as  that  for  the  horns  in  the  *  Hheingold,' 
at  the  moment  when  Alberic  puts  on  his  helmet,  with  its  horrible  false 
relation  which  almost  sets  the  teeth  on  edge.  To  write  such  a  sequence 
is  almost  like  declaring  that  two  and  two  make  five.  Bnt  in  music 
tvo  and  two  make  four — always;  and  music  will  revoDge  herself, 
ultimately,  on  any  composer  who  endeavours  to  ignore  this. 
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masters   of  coDStruction,   Bach  and  Mozart),  but    tliey  wil 

never  offend  so  long  as  the  ear,  which,  as  it  were,  unconsciousl; 

reasons,  can  recognise  their  l<^ical  relation  to  the  context,  sb 

to  the  unalterable   statics   of  harmony.     In   this   lieht  eve: 

Haydn,  who  is  mentioned  by  the  new  school  (if  at  all)  with 

kind  of  patronising  condescension,  was  a  profounder  thinker  i 

music  than  Lizat  or  Wagner.     It  may  be  open  to  the  critics  c 

their  school  to  say  that  the  rule  ' 

their  system  is  not   yet   compreh 

doubt  tliat  Beethoven  wrote  passi 

normal  in  his  day,  are  since  seen 

a  more  extended  theory  of  the  gen 

fact,  the  tendency  of  the  modern  sc 

existence  of  any  rule  or  law  whi 

detail  or  general  form;  and  not 

'  advanced '  critique  on  a  work  by 

position  might  seem  fragmentary 

'  wanting  in  form  was  supplied  h 

'  pervaded  the  whole.'     That  is 

and  shallow  talk  about  music  whi 

criticism  at  present ;  to  which  on 

who  use  it  simply  do  not  know  ■ 

Form;  and  to  suppose  that  poei 

give  rise  to  anything  worth  calling 

able  as  to  ima^ne  that  an  orgat 

hv  a  faihpr  wiftiniif.  n  mntlipr. 
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sudi  sentences  as,  '  the  Titan  was  again  making  giant  strides 

*  towards  Utopia,'  or  are  invited  to  recognise,  in  the  critic's 

*  rough  outline '  of  Wagner,  *  the  features  of  a  grand  immortal 
'  countenance,  wrought  by  Nature^'s  own  hands^  and  stamped 
^  by  her  with  the  indelible  sign  of  genius ;  a  man  whom  you 
'  must  reckon  with  one  way  or  another ;  if  not,  the  book  of 

*  artistic  revelation  will  be  for  ever  sealed  against  you  with 

*  seven  seals : '  a  sentence  which  only  wants  Mr.  Burchell's 
monosyllabic  comment  to  make  it  complete.  To  point  out  the 
futility  and  vulgarity,  even  from  a  literary  point  of  view,  of 
this  kind  of  writmg,  would  probably  be  as  useless  in  regard  to 
those  who  are  content  to  indulge  in  it,  as  it  would  be  super- 
fluous in  regard  to  most  of  our  own  readers. 

We  have  no  wish,  however,  to  saddle  Wagner  with  all  the 
sins  of  his  admirers,  and  may  admit  that  the  time  has  not  arrived 
for  forming  a  decisive  judgment  on  the  place  of  his  works  in 
the  art.     We  do,  however,  distinctly  decline  to  contemplate 
his  method  and  his  productions  as  the  vestibule  to  a  higher  and 
more  intellectual  development  of  the  art  of  music  than  has  yet 
been  attained ;  not  only  for  reasons  already  given,  in  regard  to 
the  union  of  music  with  spectacle,  but  also  because  the  whole 
^mre  of  his  art  shows  the  qualities  which  have  always  marked 
a  period  of  decadence — the  preference  for  impulse  and  senti- 
ment before  form,  colour  before  outline ;  and  the  intense  self- 
consciousness   as  to  method  and   principle;   for,   in  spite   of 
the  sneers  with  which  this  argument  is  greeted  by  the  parti- 
sans of  Wagner  (whose  peculiar  irritability   on  this   point 
betrays  their  consciousness  of  its  significance),  the  unques- 
tionable  fact  remains  that  in  no  past  art,  and  in  no  past 
period,  have  any  of  the  greatest  and  most  enduring  achieve- 
ments of  art-creation  arisen  out  of  theories  proclaimed  with 
sound  of  trumpet  in  the    market-place.     Theories  are   the 
refuge  of  a  gemus  deficient  in  spontaneous  power.     Wagner'a 
firrt  noteworthy  opera,  ♦  Rienzi,'  is  a  comparatively  weak  work, 
much  inferior  even  to  the  works  of  Meyerbeer,  of  which  it  was 
an  imitation.     Beethoven's  two  first  symphonies,  on  the  con- 
trary, placed  him  at  once  nearly  on  a  level  with  Mozart,  as 

gentlemen  who  (together  with  Wagner  himself)  are  perpetually  sneering 
at  EDglish  musical  taste,  that  the  greater  artist  and  man  whom  Wagner 
professes  to  idolise,  lefl  no  precedent  for  such  a  feeling ;  on  the  con- 
tnury,  he  seldom  mentions  the  English  in  his  letters  without  special 
expressions  of  respect,  and  it  was  one  of  his  chief  wishes  '  to  spend 
'  some  time  amongst  them  in  their  own  coimtry.'  But  Beethoven, 
like  every  genius  of  the  highest  order,  was  cosmopolitan  in  his  sym- 
pathies. 
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his  firat  pianoforte  sonatas  plac 
Mozart.  But  for  his  subsequei 
art  he  advanced  neither  theorie 
surround  himself  with  a  cohort 
nounce  on  the  value  of  Wagn 
drama  is,  as  we  have  observe' 
attention)  however,  to  deductic 
what  close  analogy  between  thi 
the  *  pre-BafFaellite '  moveoiei 
in  the  first  instance  to  early 
have  directed  violent  and  ezaj 
what  they  have  termed  the  '  Pi 
one  art  by  Kaffaelle,  and  in  tl 
combined  a  strong  feeling  as  tc 
difference  to  the  ordinary  el( 
higher  grade  of  technical  pow( 
drawn  with  all  the  art  of  their 
the  centres,  each,  of  a  clique  i 
'  solidarity '  and  the  bigotry  of 
call  their  judgments.  It  is  not 
that  the  ultimate  results  of  the  t 
similar ;  and  that  as  the  pre-I 
a  permanent  infiuence  on  En{ 
a  greater  intensity  of  purpose  i 
sible  again  the  acceptance  of 
sentimentality  which  distinguisl 
ceding  it,  wkile  the  estravagan 
new  style  have  insensibly  dropp 
gotten ;  BO  it  nill  be  ultimately 
while  Wagner  has  given  a  new 
indicated  new  possibilities  in  i 
rendered  impossible  for  the  futu 
gaudy,  and  (in  a  sense)  almo 
modern  Italian  opera,  that  neve 
sistent  with,  if  not  dependent  u] 
his  extravagance  both  of  theoir 
no  excusable  or  logical  ground  i 
of  German  critics  to  defame  ar 
temple  of  absolute  music,  whic 
intellectual  pride  and  glory  of 
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Art.  VI. — 1.  First  and  Second  Reports  from  the  Committee 
of  Public  Accounts,  together  with  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Committee^  Minutes  of  Evidence,  and  Appendix.  Ordered 
by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed  9th  July,  1873. 

2.  Seventeenth,  Eighteenth,  Nineteenth,  Twentieth,  and  Twenty- 
first  Reports  of  the  Postmaster- General  on  the  Post   Office 
(1871-5).     Presented  to   both   Houses   of  Parliament  by 
Command  of  Her  Majesty. 

3.  An  Account  of  Receipts  and  Payments  by  the  Postmaster- 
General  in  respect  of  Telegraph  Undertakings,  Extensions, 
Sfc.,  for  Six  Montlis  ended  the  SOth  September,  1873 ;  also 
for  Six  Months  ended  Slst  March,  1874,  together  with  the 
Report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- General  thereon. 
Presented  pursuant  to  Act  c.  83.  Ordered  by  the  House 
of  Commons  to  be  printed  31st  May,  1875. 

4.  Report  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Treasury  to  Investi- 
gate the  Causes  of  the  Increased  Cost  of  the  Telegraph 
Service  since  the  Acquisition  of  the  Telegraphs  by  the  State  ; 
with  Correspondence  thereon.  Presented  to  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty,  17th  July, 
1875. 

Tt  is  hi^h  time  that  the  public  understood  the  circumstances 
attending  the  acquisition  of  the  Telegraphs  by  the  Post 
Office  and  their  subsequent  management,  with  the  gross  irre- 
gularities in  dealing  with  many  hundred  thousand  pounds  of 
public  money  which  were  withdrawn  from  their  legitimate 
objects  and  spent  without  the  authority  of  Parliament — the 
more  especially,  as  we  shall  prove  that,  notwithstanding  the 
various  investigations  which  have  been  made,  the  matter  has 
not  even  yet  been  probed  to  the  bottom,  a  discrepancy  of  more 
tban  500,000/.  being  still  unaccounted  for  1  And  this  discre- 
pancy, as  we  shall  show,  points  to  a  solution  of  the  enigma  that 
so  puzzled  the  Treasury  Committee  last  summer  * — the  appa- 
rent progressive  diminution  of  the  net  revenue  notwithstand- 
ing a  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  telegrams ;  a  solution, 
too,  which  seems  to  nullify  the  gloomy  anticipations  of  their 
report  An  exposition  of  this  matter  is  the  more  called  for 
since  it  has  been  subjected  to  far  less  investigation  and  dis- 
CQBsion  than  its  great  importance  demands. 

*  Report  of  a  Committee,  &c.,  p.  11. 
VOL.  CXLIII.    NO.  CCXCI.  N 


178  PoH  Office  TeUgrapht.  Js 

In  January  1869,  after  the  pasBing  of  the  Act  of  186 
which  authorised  the  acquisition  of  the  Telef^rapbs  and  settli 
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bitant  stipulations  of  these  agreements  were  to  a  considerable 
extent  exposed ;  yet  neither  the  Government  nor  the  public 
seems  to  have  understood  the  business,  and  thus  this  most 
improvident  arrangement  was  confirmed.  We  are  sorry  to 
say  that  it  is  but  too  common  a  practice  with  the  permanent 
officials  of  the  Treasury  to  strain  after  the  most  paltry  minute 
economics,  and  then  to  throw  away  millions  with  reckless 
indifference. 

One  dangerous  provision  of  the  Act  of  1868  which  we 
pointed  out  was,  however,  repealed  by  the  Statute  of  1869. 
By  the  first  Act  it  was  provided  that  the  Post  Office  should 
have  no  monopoly  of  telegraphic  messages.  Had  the  pur- 
chases been  economically  managed  so  as  to  admit  of  a  sixpenny 
rate  (in  Belgium  and  Switzerland  the  charge  is  half  a  franc 
only),  competition  need  not  have  been  feared ;  but  it  requires  no 
great  sagacity  to  see  that,  considering  the  small  cost  at  which 
telegraphs  can  be  erected  (stated  to  the  Committee  of  1868  to 
be  27/.  to  30/.  a  mile),  for  a  few  hundred  thousand  pounds  all 
the  busy  towns  in  the  kingdom  might  be  connected,  a  rate  less 
than  a  shilling  charged,  and  thus  the  Post  Office  be  deprived 
of  all  the  profitable  part  of  the  business. 

But  the  upshot  of  the  measure  has  more  than  fulfilled  our 
forebodings.  The  gross  extravagance  of  the  terms  conceded  is 
proved  by  the  unerring  test  of  the  Share  List,  whence  we  learn 
that  the  100/.  shares  of  the  Electric  and  International  Tele- 
graph Company  stood  in  January  1867  at  132.  In  October 
rf  that  year  the  intention  of  Government  to  purchase  the 
tel^raphs  had  oozed  out,  and  consequently  in  the  following 
January  the  price  of  these  shares  had  risen  to  153,  while  in 
February  1870,  just  before  the  completion  of  the  sale,  they 
were  quoted  at  267,  or  double  the  price  of  1867.  In  the  same 
period  the  shares  of  the  British  and  Irish  Telegraph  Company 
rose  from  90  to  190,  those  of  the  London  and  Provincial  from 
1^  to  3^,  and  of  Renter's  Company  from  17  to  90,  while  the 
United  Kingdom  Company's  shares  advanced  from  1^  to  7^; 
and  all  this  during  a  period  when  the  prices  of  shares  in  general 
were  rather  falling  than  rising.  In  every  case  the  greater  part 
of  the  rise  took  place  in  the  three  weeks  during  which  the 
Conunons'  Committee  stood  adjourned  to  enable  the  Second 
Secretary  of  the  Post  Office  to  make  agreements  with  the 
companies.  The  report  of  Renter's  Company,  which  appeared 
in  the  *  Times'  on  January  25,  1870,  and  was  afterwards 
adopted  by  the  shareholders,  is  a  remarkable  document.  It 
states  that  726,000/.  was  awarded  to  the  company,  the  market 
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value  of  whose  whole  c 
was  broached  (as  shov 
only.  This  booty  the 
by  allotting  to  each  25i 
8/.  paid-up  share  in  th< 
senior  counsel  a  bonus 
2,000/. ;  to  the  secret 
4,000/.  to  the  directors  ; 
'  2,000/.  be  placed  at  tl 
'  bution  among  certain 
'  of  vahie  in  reference 
'  the  interests  of  the  C 
know  who  these  person 
An  amusing  proof  of  tl 
graph  company  was  ni 
a  person  who  had  been 
with  the  Post  OflGce  su. 
appeared  that  he  had 
amount  to  be  got  out  i 
in  a  sort  of  geometric 
authorised  to  accept  y 
obtain  25,000/. ;  and  tl 
was  decreed  to  him  by 
whole  of  the  minimum  \ 

The  recklessness  disp! 
seems  to  have  been  cont 
from  the  reports  of  inqu 
— in  its  subsequent  dea 
recall  the  favourite  maxi 
— *  John  Company  has 
John  Post  Office  must  1 
loads  laid  upon  it.  E.xc 
submitted  to,  and  in  ni'i 
given  way  ;  indeed  the 
of  1868,  under  which  thi 
it  unsafe  to  contest  then 

Although  the  late  Sec 
tary  Committee  in  1868 
the  companies  was  to  b 
that,  under  the  agreeme 
by  the  Post  Office,  th 
acquisition.  Many  of 
handsome  compensation 
employed  by  Governme 
ever  obtained  before.    B 
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und  together,  and  thuB,  with  all  this  lavishneas,  some  of  1 
oployes  of  the  Department  have  been  dealt  with  in  a  spirit 
uel  parsimony,  not  receiving  for  their  telegraphic  wc 
lough  even  to  cover  the  diabursementa  occasioned  by  it. 

The  upshot  of  the  whole  business  is  that  the  purchase  a 
[tension  of  the  telegraphs — which  was  originally  estimal 
'  Mr.  Scudamore  to  cost  2,500,000/.  (though  after  t 
jeements  were  made  he  calculated  the  purchaae-money 
900,000/.),  and  although  the  portions  purchased,  had  th 
en  erected  anew,  could  not  have  amounted  to  one  millioi 
has  already  cost  the  country  nearly  (en  millions,  while  i 
rtant  clairos  of  railway  companies  still  remain  to  be  met ! 
The  estimates  of  working  expenses  and  profits  proved  to 

untrustworthy  as  that  of  purchase.  Thus,  in  1869,  t 
)it master- General  told  the  House  of  Commons  that  if  4  f 
Qt.  interest  was  charged  gainst  the  Post  Office  for  t 
pital  sunk  in  purchases  and  extensions,  the  net  proiits,  af) 
ying  working  expenses  and  interest,  would  he  44,00i 
arlv,  and  if  3J  per  cent,  only  were  debited,  then  78,00i 
mid  be  realised.  Now  in  the  year  ended  March  last,  t 
cess  of  income  over  working  expenses  which  went  to  mf 
}  interest  of  capital—nearly  300,000^,— was  36,725/.  onl 
iving  a  deficit  of  ahout  260,000/.  In  June  1869  Mr.  Scud 
)re  presented  to  the  Postmaster-General  an  estimate  of  i. 
nual  cost  of  working  the  telegraphic  service,  which  amount 

359,484/.,  whereas  the  Treasury  Committee  calculates  tl 
irking  expenses  of  1875-6  at  (exclusive  of  293,706/.  inter* 

capital)  1,191,180/.  !  Moreover,  it  was  estimated  that  t 
ditional  otBcers  needed  for  the  telegraphic  service  would  '■ 
>28  clerks  and  l,283messenger3,while,even  so  early  as  187 

•  The  aggregate  mileage  of  telegraphs  bought  by  Govctniniint  w 
,588}  (Return  '  Eltctric  Telegraphs,'  1868,  No.  202)  only;  and 
s  given  in  evidence  to  the  Committee  of  18G8  that  the  cost  of  erec 
;  a  tol^raph  was  from  27/.  to  30/.  a  mile,  which,  however,  probab 
i  not  include  instruments  and  stations.  Making  every  allowance  f 
;  expense  of  these  and  also  for  the  value  of  u  few  marine  cabl 
ich  were  included  in  the  Government  purcliase,  the  co.iC  of  mukii 
!w  what  would  he  equivalent  io  all  that  wiia  bought  from  tl 
npaniea  could  not  amount  to  1,000,000^,  particularly  when  v 
«llect  that  those  bodies  were  rival  concerns  whose  lines  olli 
plicated  each  other.  By  making  anew,  too,  the  Post  Office  wou 
le  had  the  advantage  of  new  plan',  of  the  most  modern  conatructio 
'coutse  we  do  not  maintain  that  it  would  have  been  just  to  take  sui 
«une  without  having  Arst  offered  to  the  companies  to  purchase  the 
Qcenu  on  &ir  and  liberal  terms. 
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4,913  of  the  former  and  3, 
and  it  was  deemed  aecessi 
highly  than  the  companiea 
was  looked  for  from  the  i 
Office ;  but  it  has  turned  oi 
Department  spends  much 
Under  their  arrangements  i 
railways  carried  materials  1 
rate  ;  but  now  they  exact  f 

Our  readera  will  not  hav' 
as  it  was  called,  of  1873,  \ 
tion  of  the  Postmaster-Gem 
fVom  the  Exchequer  to  th 
desiring  to  rake  up  the  dett 
has  already  heard  so  much 
investigating  committees  ai 
showing  as  they  do  a  state 
of  for  many  years — on  this 
which  we  trust  never  to  he 
authorities  were  compelled  I 
requiring  the  full  receipts  o 
other  revenue  departments) 
the  Exchequer,  had  not  oi 
difficulties  attending  the  1 
extent  of  812,800/.— to  r< 
which  a  BUI  had  to  be  car 
but  had  been  systematical!) 
subsequent  to  that  transai 
800,000/.  more  without  ev 
initial  embarrassments.  T 
that  the  Post  Office  accoun 
— as  by  withdrawing  largi 
deposits — by  placing  to  th 
which  properly  belonged  t 
matters  as  coals,  gas,  wind 
women,  &c  ;  and  this  was 
forth  strong  remarks  from  i 
might  not  be  very  surpris 
whose  prospectuses  we  rece 
are  wise,  we  throw  straigbi 
but  are  melancholy  indeed 
which  until  recently  had 
highest  estimation  for  regul 

Sad,  however,  as  is  this 
full  depth  of  the  mischief  h 
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Gross  BerimiK  of 

;  the   Poet   OSce 

I  (oiclnsive  of  tel- 

j  egraphio      earn- 

I  ings),   as   shown 

!  by  the  Hflport  of 

I  tho  Post-Master 

I  Oeueral.      (21fl 

I  Report,  p,  40.) 


1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 

rotal  for  the) 
five  years  f 


4,848,C05 
4,900,454 
5,208,922 
5,348,040 
5,751,000 

26,057,621 


Fnjmcnts  iDto  the 
EichequcrduringU^       ,      f    p 
«),»,«.n,e  periods,  I     Q^^^      jj^^^^, 
not  nccoutited  f 


BS  filiown  by  the 
Rovenuo  nccounts 
published  by  the 


Treasii 


108,605 
210,454 
348,922 
468,040 
1,600 


The  foregoing  table,  which  includes  the  whole  period  fw 
e  be^nning  of  the  Post  Office  Telegraph  Service  to  the  e: 
1874,  shows  that,  ia  the  five  years  ended  December  31st 
at  year,  the  gross  revenue  of  the  Post  Office,  exclusive 
legraphic  earniugs,  amounted  to  26,057,  621/. ;  but  inste 
paying  this  sum  into  the  Exchequer,  as  required  by  t 
ct  of  Parliament,  the  Department  handed  over  24,830,001 
ly,  leaving  1,227,621/.  of  postal  revenue  unaccounted  ft 
hough  in  the  preceding  five  years  we  find  that  the  aggr 
tes  of  postal  revenue  {as  shown  by  the  Postmaster- Genera 
?port)  and  of  payments  into  the  Exchequer  balanced  with 
,000i  At  the  investigation  of  1873,  the  Second  Secreta 
mitted  that  652,000/.  of  tJie  Post  Office  revenue  had  bei 
iployed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Telegraph  Departmen 
t  this  still  leaves  575,621/.  unaccounted  for.  As  this  mom 
ist  have  been  paid  into  the  Exchequer  in  some  shape  or  oth( 
d  as  the  revenue  of  the  Telegraph  Service  is  the  only  ite 
which  it  could  be  included,  it  would  appear  tliat,  in  the  fi' 
ira  in  question,  that  service  has  been  credited  with  upwari 
500,000/.  (after  allowing  for  any  possible  difference  in  r 
pts,  balances,  &c.),  which  it  has  never  eai-ned.     Thiswou 

'  In  the  Annual  Finance  Accounts  and  in  the  daily  newspapers  < 
first  day  of  each  quarter. 

\  The  amount  actually  paid  into  the  Exchequer  in  this  year  w 
32,000/.,  but  of  this  sum  652,000/.  was  not  Post  0£Sce  revenue 
t  year,  but  monies  repaid  from  the  Telegraph  Loan  of  1S73  to  r 
t»  those  improperly  applied  in  previous  years  to  Telegraphs.  Tl 
I  amount  of  Post  Office  revenue  accounted  for  in  1873  was  theri 
I  only  4,880,000/. 
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TIte  coitcIuBion  from  these  figures  cannot  be  avoided,  tlia 
unless  some  check  ia  put  on  the  e.xpenditure,  or  some  meai 
devised  for  augmenting  the  receipts,  the  management  of  th 
telegraphs  will  become  a  permanent  charge  on  the  finances  < 
the  country.' 

But  this  is  assuming  the  accuracv  of  the  Telegraph  account 
hich  we  have  proved  to  be  fallacious ;  and,  as  the  table  whic 
e  have  inserted  at  page  183  shows  that  the  amounts  paid  i 
I  Telegraph  Revenue  must  have  greatly  exceeded  what  ws 
ally  earned,  we  may  assume  that,  if  the  accounts  of  tli 
irlier  years  were  accurately  stated,  they  would  show,  nc 
deed  an  increasing  excess  of  income  over  expenditure,  but 
'ogressive  diminution  of  deficit ;  and  as  the  extensions  ar 
)w  nearly  completed  (none  having  been  made  in  1874,  an 
;ry  few  in   1873) — a  fact  involving  a  cessation  in  the  growt 

the  expenditure  arising  from  addition  to  the  numoer  t 
itioDS  and  emplui/es — the  increase  in  the  telegrams  whic 
ay  be  confidently  expected  cannot  fail  to  augment  the  n€ 
venue  of  the  service.  Under  these  circumstances,  therefort 
e  necessity  of  curtailing  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  th 
iblic,  which  has  so  impressed  the  Committee,  would  seem  t 
sappear.  Indeed,  these  gentlemen,  following  the  natura 
stinct  of  their  Department,  have,  it  would  seem,  kept  thei 
■es  too  closely  on  the  question  of  immediate  profit  and  loss 
igetting  that,  revenue  being  only  a  secondary  consideratioi 
ith  the  Post  Office,  that  Department  is  not  in  the  position  of  i 
111  or  company  carrying  on  a  business,  which  must,  of  course 
ok  to  profit,  but  is  the  servant  of  the  nation,  and  there 
re  should  primarily  consider  the  benefit  derived  by  the  publi' 
om  the  service,  and  that  even  some  loss  may  be  wisely  under 
<D6,  particularly  where  it  is  probably  temporary  only,  rathe: 
an  a  most  important  means  of  communication  be  curtailed. 
The  Committee  suggests  that  those  telegraph  offices  whicl 
'  nut  pay  their  working  expenses  should  be  closed — tha 
e  rate  of  charges  made  to  the  newspaper  proprietors  fo: 
[graphic  messages  should  be  increased — that  engineers  en 
listed  with  the  maintenance  of  the  telegraphs  should  also  un 
Ttake  the  duties  of  Post  Office  Surveyors — that  the  officer 
id  men  of  the  Koyal  Engineers  should  be  utilised  both  ii 
aintaining  and  in  working  the  telegraphs —  and  finally, that  thi 
imber  of  words  allowed  m  a  message  should  be  reduced. 
The  blending  of  the  telegraph  maintenance  with  the  dutiei 

Post  Office  Surveyors  would  seem  to  be  of  very  doubtfu 
'licy.  The  Surveyors  perform  gome  of  the  most  importam 
DctioDB  of  the  Department.     They  have  been  well  termec 
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'  the  eyes  of  the  Post  Office,' 
their  duty,  must  undergo  a  coi 
oompatible  with  learning  the 
The  proposal  to  employ  the  Ro; 
of  the  easier  parts  of  the  telegi 
this  means,  as  the  Iteport  shon 
the  aid  of  a  body  of  men  who, 
cipliue,  could  not  obstruct  the  c 
in  a  campaign  the  services  of  s( 
graphs  would  be  very  valuable ; 
the  corps  might  be  in  turn  prac 
a  number  would  be  trained  to  t 
genoies  of  war  would  not  necei 
actually  required  by  the  Post  C 

No  part  of  the  statutory  arrai 
of  the  Telegraphs  appears  to  u 
than  the  inordinate  concession  i 
Newspapers  acquired  a  right  c 
leas  than  seventy-five  words 
Such  a  price  is  clearly  unremu 
heavy  yearly  loss  on  the  count 
of  telegraphic  night-workers  is 
to  enable  the  proprietors  of  ne^ 
ness ;  and  perhaps  the  hardest 
the  telegraph  work  is  done  for 
No  class  of  persons  derives  so  m 
communication  as  the  managei 
nesB  is  to  nupply  news  to  the  ] 
their  doors  with  instantaneous 
strument,  constructed  and  mai 
The  provincial  press  has  been 
graphs,  which  enable  it  to  anti 
politan  journals.  This  is  all  ■ 
these  facilities  of  communicati 
paid /or  at  their  cost ;  and  it  is 
be  losing  200,000/.  a  year  by  i 
papers  are  paying  at  an  absur 
tial  to  their  own  existence, 
powerful  and  too  rich  to  requ 
m  this  manner  by  the  State. 

With  regard  to  closing  telef 
their  receipts  are  insufficient  t 
course  would  not  seem  to  be  c 
less  circumstances  ;  for  the  disi 
a  strong  tendency  to  grow.     T 
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3,444  offices,  728,  or  21  per  cent,  were  unprofitable,  wHIi 
1874,  of  3,692,  only  449,  or  12  per  cent.,  did  not  earn  theii 
irking  expenses. 

So  great  a  progress  in  two  years  affords  a  strong  hope  tha 
the  course  of  no  long  time  neariy  aU  the  offices  may  become 
Qot  absolutely  self-supporting,  so  nearly  so  that  the  accom 
idatiou  of  the  localities  will  quite  justify  their  retention. 
Lastly,  the  Committee  put  forward  with  much  coufidenci 
ne  suggestions  made  hy  one  of  their  number,  Mr.  Weaver 
gentleman  who  seems  to  possess  practical  experience  of  tele 
aphic  working.  Believiog  that  the  great  amount  of  trans 
ission  through  the  wires  has  occasioned  the  large  expenditur 
plant  and  current  expenses  of  working,  he  proposes  to  dimi 
^this  outlay  by  (in  addition  to  raising  the  rates  charged  ti 
e  press)  diminishing  the  number  of  words  allowed  to  thi 
Lblic  in  a  telegram — at  present  twenty  for  one  shiUing  ove 
,d  above  the  addresses  of  the  sender  and  addressee,  upon  whicl 
I  limit  is  placed.  To  sweeten  this  pill,  Mr.  Weaver  propose 
do  away  with  the  shilling  tariff,  and  introduce  either  : 
large  of  sixpence  for  a  telegram  of  ten  words  including  th 
[dresses,  or  a  tariff  of  a  penny  per  word,  likewise  includinj 
Idresaes,  to  be  duninished  to  a  halfpenny  per  word  when  th 
retem  may  become  profitable. 

Now,  as  a  means  of  increasing  the  revenue,  with  great  re 
lect  to  Mr.  Weaver  and  the  Committee,  we  cannot  out  cha 
icterise  this  as  a  most  extraordinary  proposal.  Mr.  Weave 
leins  to  forget  that  the  transmission  of  the  words  of  the  mes 
ige  forms  out  a  portion  of  the  work  necessitated  by  eaol 
ilegram.  The  Keport  itself  states  that  the  number  of '  servic 
Tords '  (necessary  signals)  of  each  telegram  averages  fourteen 
len,  it  must  be  sent  out  by  a  messenger,  entries  made  iu  th 
xiounts,  &c. — all  which  sources  of  expense  are  the  sam 
hetfaer  the  message  comprise  one  word  or  a  hundred.  Again 
shoold  be  remembered  that  the  companies  originally  dii 
urge  for  the  words  of  the  addresses,  but  ceased  to  do  » 
icause  they  found  that  the  consequent  meagrenesB  of  addres 
itised  great  waste  of  their  messengers'  time.  To  incur  thi 
sadvant^e  and  reduce  the  price  by  half,  in  consideration  o 
small  diminution  of  the  number  of  message-words  transmitte 
irough  the  wires,  would  seem  much  more  likely  to  lessen  th 
Tifits  than  enhance  them.  The  penny  a  word  scheme,  Xoi 
ould  put  an  end  to  the  uniform  rate^that  great  source  c 
»Qomy  in  working  and  of  public  convenience.  Indeed,  i 
Yj  alteration  Is  to  be  made  in  the  tariff,  it  ought  in  justice  t 
i  in  the  other  direction,  viz.  by  allowing  more  than   five  ad 
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ditional  words  for  three  pence.  The  goal  of  a  sixpenny  tai 
can  only  be  arrived  at  by  a  lessening  of  expenditure  to 
effected  in  a  mode  very  different  from  that  proposed — !i  dimir 
tion,  indeed,  which  can  only  be  obtained  by  a  radical  reformali 
of  the  present  system.  The  public  documents  do  not  afFb 
much  information  as  to  the  details  of  telegraph -working  expe 
diture,  but  .unless  it  be  very  different  from  that  of  the  tSavinj 
Banks,  a  remunerative  eixpenny  rate  is  an  impossibility. 

Thua  the  Foatmaster-General  in  hia  laet  Report  states  tli 
'  the  cost  to  the  I^ost  Office  of  each  transaction  (includl 
'  postage)  iu  Savings'  Bank  business,  i.  e.  of  each  separate  <i 
'  jjo^it  or  withdrawal,  is  now  about  8(/.'  Thus  every  pers 
who  deposits  a  shilling  occasions  an  expense  of  %d.,  and  anotb 
8rf.  when  he  withdraws  it ;  and  yet  to  receive  a  message  at  o 
post  office  and  to  deliver  it  from  another  must  obviously 
more  costly  than  a  double  Savings'  Bank  transaction  of  depo 
and  withdrawal,  as  it  necessitates  the  sending  of  a  messeng 
to  the  addressee's  dwelling.  Making  every  allowance,  thei 
fore,  for  the  postage  portion  of  the  Is.  4rf.,it  is  obvious  that  u 
less  the  service  can  be  much  simplified  and  cheapened,  a  si 
penny  rate  without  a  serious  annual  deficit  is  impracticable. 

The  history  of  the  Money  Order  Office,  however,  affords 
hope  that  such  a  simplification  is  not  impossible.     In  1847 
was  found  that,  although  the  accounts  of  that  office  had  be 
allowed  to  fall  into  a  state  of  great  arrear,  the  expenditure  up 
it  was  so  large  as  to  produce  a  growj"-  '''>*''•;*  >.-Ii;/.t.  \,-,a  tK 
reached  10,000/.  in  the  year.  An  inves 
instituted  resulting  in  a  reform,  whicl 
lisliing  arrears,  converted  the  deficit  i 
at  the  time  of  the  recent  reductions 
aion,  to  47,000/.  yearly.      And  now, 
for  receiving  and  l^rf,  for  paying,  ins 
transaction  of  the   Savings'   Banks, 
that  of  1847  into  the   Telegraphic 
Savings'  Banks,  would  {)robably  prod 
then  a  sixpenny  rate  might  be  practici 
was  indeed  enjoyed  by  the  metropt 
grams,  under  the  old  system. 

The  acquisition  of  the  Telegraphs 
deprived  the  public  of  another  advai 
ing  money  by  telegraphic  order — wh 
it  by  the  Electric  and  International 
existed  in  Belgium  for  several  yeai 
passed  by  without  these  benefits  ha 
additional  proof  that  the  management 
a  thorough  investigation. 
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guishcd  authors  tlie  interest  t: 
n  the  scholar  and  the  man,  and  ii 

the  subject  is  the  more  prorai 
tractive.  During  life  the  grea' 
wn  to  the  public  in  his  books,  ant 
liy  is  to  learn  what  he  was  in  him 
btain  in  a  biograjihy  a  glimpse  o: 
hom  it  has  hitherto  admired  at  i 
the  privacy  of  hid  home,  and  ti 
jaerved  revelations  of  communioi 
in  his  multiplied  relations  witi 
,  general  society, 
\  '  Life  of  Isaac  Casaubon '  ha 
is  treatment  of  the  literary  par 
and  exhaustive ;  but  to  this  thi 
)by  is  made  entirely  subordinate 
'attison'a  book  an  admirable  pre 
t  he  will  learn  less  than  he  couli 
I,  we  fear,  rise  from  the  perusa 
as  been  engaged  with  an  abstrac 
ig  individual,  and  that,  while  h' 
is  to  be  known  about  Casaubon' 
his  books,  he  has  received  but  i 
m  of  Casaubon  himself, 
lirst  sight  to  say  why  this  shouli 
'asaubon  lived  were  troubled  am 

he  inherited  from  hia  father  B' 
IS  conflicts  of  the  period ;  and  ii 
lugh  reluctantly,  into  the  polemi 
e  Church  and  society  in  Franc 
ght  into  frequent  contact,  if  no 
most  distiuguished  public  men  o 
vcn  with  Royalty  itself  in  boti 
man,  withal,  of  keen  perceptioc 
sensibilities.  Both  his  marri^e 
tenderly  devoted  to  his  children 
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th^  !■  lift  .r'.lr.^n.-r  -ru 
alirh:...  ^^-»=:rl^~■ 
rcTcali  try-,r=  inr^^^rv-? 
erery  '•co-a  i.z  zL^ 
CoiTfe-ponier; :e  Ei.,re  ; 

Perbafe,  huwever,  l": 
tbeae  a'lraDta:ze:  are  a 
with  tnith  tkat  I^aac  C: 
in  life  began  an<l  codet 
and  almost  Doihinv  mci 
bestowed  open'  study 
his  day,  to  be  recorde 
wbich  he  had  that  day 
vhich  he  happened  t 
grosEang  interest  all  els 
secondary ;  that  while  '. 
of  the  tenderest  kind, 
habitual  consciousness 
of  what  was  the  true  b 
biography,  as  a  whole, 
are  inscribed  on  his 
Abbey  :— 

'  Qiiin 
Non  a 
Super 
Et  pri 

Such  appears  to  b 
cordingly  the  key-not( 
history  of  hia  studies. 
more  sympathetic  hist* 
and  appreciate  the  lal 
-with  great  skill  and  u 
il; liitration  of  them; 
IXary,  every  letter  in 
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Still  we  cannot  help  thinking 
n  this  view  of  the  life,  and  has 
be  called  the  social  side  of  the 
u  done  thia  advisedly.  We  can 
I  think,  that  the  attempt  to  re- 
«•  light  would  have  been  hope- 
ials  for  the  purpose  are  imperfect, 
rt  his  conversation,  even  if  Ma 
lat  stamp  which  givea  life  and 
I  there  among  hia  correspondents 
of  gossip  from  whom  might  be 

for  an  independent  sketcTi — for 
ial  details  which  constitute  the 
lersonal  character.  Neverthelesa 
and  Letters,  if  carefully  studied 
i  supplied  here  and  there  little 
e  allusions,  which  would  serve  to 
portraiture,  which  would  at  least 
y  to  the  sketch,  and  would  invest 
hat  living  human  element — that 
ade  '—which  we  misa  in  Mr.  Pat- 
'  the  picture  squ  en  ess  of  the  best 
111  use  of  trivial,  and  to  ordinary 
ials.  Some  of  the  most  effective 
e  of  Goldsmith  '  are  not  drawn 
it  arc  made  up  of  little  touchee 

independent  of  each  other;  and 
hope,  under  any  possible  circum- 
isaubon  as  lifelike  and  as  charac- 
Ismith,  there  are  many  facts  and 
-numberless  minor  indications  oj 
hich  might  have  served,  if  used 
le  man,  and  thus  to  give  life  and 
lich  attaches  to  the  studies  of  the 

t  Geneva,  on  February  18, 1559, 
,  was  a  member  of  an  ancient  anc 
of  Gaacony,and  was  one  of  those 
it  city,  who  were  driven  out  iron; 
ular  fanaticism  which  followed  tht 
i51.  Isaac's  mother  was  Jefaannt 
of  Dauphine.  The  exact  date  o 
parents  at  Geneva  is  unknown 
December  1556,  in  which  monti 
Arnold  Casaubon  was  admittei 
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as  'habitant'  of  Geneva  on  i 
af^er  the  birth  of  Isaac  his  fa 
of  the  Huguenot  congregatioi 
the  childhood  of  Isaac  was  \ 
studies  were  pursued,  under  SU' 
their  precarious  and  wandering 
nine  years  old  he  was  able  to 
this  time  his  father  was  called 
sent  by  Dauphine  to  the  Hi 
were  thus  of  necessity  suspend 
three  years  later,  the  boy  was  \ 
precocious  learning  of  his  early 
of  study  was  in  all  likelihood  I 
if  not  his  life.  On  his  father's 
his  studies  with  redoubled  ardo 
troubles  of  1572  drove  the  fam 
lessons  in  the  cave  in  which  thi 
'  miseri,  ingenti  tamen  animo.' 
teenth  year,  his  father  had  but 
and  Isaac  pursued  his  studies 
teacher,  and  with  but  few  book 
wrote  to  a  friend  that  'be  couli 
'studies  till  he  was  twenty.' 
'  man,  o^tftadti^  and  avroBiStu 
ACnoi  ia>p  ipi-rtii,  avToa 

The  '  beginning  of  study  '  to  w 
sent  to  the  Academy  of  Geneva 
found  in  the  matriculation-book, 
rently  been  neglected  for  the  t 
indeed,  any  record  of  his  studei 
was  Franciaous  Portus,  a  nativ 
his  best  pupil,  and  before  his  di 
as  best  qualified  to  Buccced  to 
tion  was  acquiesced  in  by  th( 
1582,  a  year  after  the  death  o 
professorsiiip  for  fourteen  year 
life  and  professorial  emolumenti 
the  sixteenth  century  would  sei 
the  former,  attendance  at  6  A 
winter ;  a  scanty  breakfast  eate 
room ;  a  charcoal  brazier  to  tha 
glazed  windows,oTei  which  the  p 
to  paste  paper;  a  daily  momu 
discourses ;  for  the  latter  '  high 
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disappoiDtment.  Far  from  gainiof 
access  to  his  father-in-law's  libra 
eluded  from  it  even  more  jealou: 
saw  the  inside  of  Estienne's  libra 
when  liis  wife  and  he  had  the  conr 
indeed  had  he  any  other  material  lu 
Even  the  little  dowry  which  was  ] 
remained  still  unpaid  at  Henri  Est 
more  than  compensated  by  the  devi 
herself. 

*  How  tenderly  Casaubon  waa  attache 
out  his  Diary.  Even  the  momenta  o 
pages  of  that  secret  record,  may  be  taki 
harmony.  He  certainly  complains  b 
inteiTi^ting  him.  But  over  and  abov( 
fulness,  we  must  make  allowance  for  i 
life  of  hard  reading  against  time.  O 
lo8t  in  which  he  was  not  aci^iuring  kno 
as  a  cruel  injury.  To  take  up  his  til 
property.  Casaubon's  imagination  wa 
with  the  truth  of  the  dictum  "  ars  longi 
a  presentiment  that  ihe  end  would  con 
through  a  life  of  harass,  to  have  his 
struggling  also,  in  her  way,  witli  the  < 
narrow  means,  he  may  naturally  have  e 
difSculties,  and  selfishly  "  burying  him 
true  interpreiation  of  the  exceptional 
general  tone  is  l^at  of  true  affection, 
.  Mrriles  to  her  by  every  post,  and  someti: 
his  booka  owing  to  the  [uiin  lie  suffer 
"  dolor  ex  uxuris  absentia  atudia  njef 
"  two  letters  from  my  wife.  When  wi 
"  her  again  ?  "  Every  illness  of  herf 
which  he  is  avaricious,  is  devoted  to 
being  too  prolific — they  had  eighteen  cl; 
scholar's  wife,  according  to  the  modi 
Germany.  She  did  not  enter  into  h 
enconraged  and  sustained  his  temper  n 
She  is  his  "  steady  partner  in  all  his  ve 
him  of  all  domestic  cares,  so  that  a 
Spolawood,  "  when  she  is  absent  from 
"  helpless."  She  is  sure  to  find,  if  it  ci 
belonging  to  Lingelsheim,  "because  i 
"  heart,  she  has  at  heart."  In  1C13 
"  rience  wliat  a  great  help  in  our  studii 
"  beloved  wife."  There  is  something 
entry  in  ihe  "  Ephemerides,"  the  sol 
February  23,  1601.     Casaubon  had  go 
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rney  not  -without  risk  from  the 
3  ot'  Paris.  Mad.ime  Casaubon 
r  dil,  M.  Casaubon  a  este  absent ; 
itres  nvec  lui."  Her  economical 
ent  she  broi^ht  her  husband  in 
crowns,  the  euving  of  her  thrift 

rom  what  vre  have  eaid  that 
i  but  little  benefited  by  his 
intributed  in  various  ways  to 
des,'  to  the  Latin  version  of 
'  Pliny  '  of  1591,  aud  to  the 
tut  through  some  unexplained 
irt,  he  was  excluded  from  all 
and  from  control  of  the  con- 
:he  other  hand,  was  his  jxiai- 
is  own  editonal  studies.  His 
jeneva  is  of  want  of  time, 
-e  he  had  also  charge  of  the 
rew  class ;  and  there  is  every 
>  driven  to  undertake  private 
^  meu  who  lodged  in  his  own 
ited  to  form  an  estimate  of  the 
Ived  on  him  as  Greek  lecturer. 
!iBS,  in  whom  he  could  assume 
ge  only,  but  of  the  ordinary 
I  antiquities.  Three,  at  least, 
those  on  Persius,  those  on 
Second  Book  of  Suetonius, 
f  his  lectures  to  his  class  at 
2r  remains  of  his  professorial 
ppears  to  us  fully  justified  in 
possessed  by  the  teacher,  and 
presumed  in  the  learner,  which 
-passed  in  the  most  celebrated 
^aubon  was  not  content  with 
of  his  author.  Ue  grappled 
f  the  matter  as  of  the  text :  he 
e  solutions  of  others  which  he 
:erpretation  was  the  result  of 
iomparison  of  passages,  and  it 
igh  mastery  of  the  author  with 

routine  of  professorial  work 
he  was,  both  by  the  require- 
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ments  of  ))U  class  and  by  t\ 
council,  his  labours  for  the  lecti 
preparatory  to  those  of  the  pr 
stage  we  find  aspirations  after 
dissatisfaction  with  the  results 
one  of  the  strangest  of  the  re 
jitibltcation  a  lew  years  ago  o 
that  ivith  all  his  apparent  enthi 
all  his  undoubted  success  in  ' 
were  at  all  times,  at  least  com 
that  the  true  bent  of  his  mind  ^ 
that  while  he  was  most  entirely 
eical  effort — the  edition  of  Atl 
tune  aftsr  the  study  of  the  Fal 
when  '  it  would  be  God's  will 
'  this  editing,  and  should  be  i 
'  studies'  (p.  56). 

To  an  enthusiastic  student  1 
tercst  pains  of  poverty  was  the 
which  to  him  were  not  mere  lit 
sary  instruments  of  his  daily  w 
how  he  contrived,  in  the  face  o1 
together  such  a  collection  as  th 
before  he  left  Geneva.  The  lis 
with  him  to  Montpellier  is  stil 
450  sets,  many  of  the  sets  consi 
and  filled  no  fewer  than  tbirtee 
too  were  MSS.  not  to  be  proem 
interesting  to  trace  out  in  his  '. 
devices  by  which  he  contrived  t 
an  appetite  but  a  want,  and  whj 
'  not  the  indulgence  of  a  taste  o 
'  of  tools.'  In  addition  to  the 
actual  purchase,  and  on  which. 
demioltE,  Casaubon  expended  a 
(recutas  pane  omTies  meas  absum 
in  kind,  by  editorial  or  other  lit( 
by  selling  the  books  which  he 
presented  to  hiin  by  authors  or 
were  practically  given,  although 
some  he  did  not  hesitate  to  ask 
favoured  by  fortune;  some,  whic 
indefinite  period,  and  Sir.  Pattii 
'in  1614  many  such  were  foun 
*  reverted  to  their  owners '  (p.  41 
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must  have  been  the  i>i!iiii  so 
(1  and  zealous  book-buyer.  H 
sum  '  {magna  are)  for  a  traiiscri 
reight  in  gold  '  {pane  contra  iiu 
;BnuB.  When  Sylburpius's  lii 
ed  Commelin,  his  printer,  to  Bt 
be  in  it, '  either  for  his  accou 
a  copy  of  the  Roman  edition  o 
any  cost '  {quovis  pretia).  T( 
rhile  in  Italy,  he  sent  a  stvef 
lything  which  Thomson  might  I 
w,  Greek,  or  Latin; 'and  Hi 
d  a  eimilar  standing  commissi) 
ice.  And  all  this  upon  the  wret 
as  professor  supplied ! 
he  afterwards  famous  Sir  H 
lage  in  an  episode  of  this  fina 
ms  almost  the  only  notewc 
t  monotonous  period  of  Casaul 
those  foreign  wanderings  thr< 
f  for  the  high  place  which  lie  ) 
eiitecnth  century,  )ie  came  in 
the  introduction  of  Thomsoi 
he  became  a  lodger  in  Casaul 
scholar  was  charmed  by  the  gi 
nest.  Slender  as  were  his  fa 
edit  to  the  accomplished  Eng 
when  about  to  leave  Geneva 
e  of  remittances,  to  disehargt 
did  not  press  his  own  claim, 
r  two  othpr  sums  due  by  Wt 
•o  hundred  and  sixty-three  croi 
he  horse  which  Wotton  purch 
journey.  The  money  was  ti 
tumn  fair  of  Frankfort ;  but 
:  merchants  returned  from  Fr 
Dnly  no  cash  but  not  even  a 
WHS  in  the  depths  of  de^ipair,  ' 
crowns,  besides  the  horse  !  It 
the  sum.  He  wrote  to  Wottt 
Scaliger,  to  interest  himself 
the  Hague,'  Some  of  Casaul 
a  tliis  as  an  act  of  heartless 
n'e  part  towards  a  simple  and 
luse  of  grievous  and  lifelong  in 
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to  him ;  but  we  agree  with  Mr,  Fattison  in  acquitting  Wotton 
of  dishonesty,  though  not  of  culpahle  thoughtlessness  and 
neglect.  Nor  can  the  ill  effect  have  been  of  very  long  con- 
tinuance. It  was  not  till  Christmas  that  the  debt  was  paid,  but 
it  was  then  dischai^ed  in  full. 

This  straitness  of  means  and  the  absence  of  congenial  literary 
society  created  in  Casaubon  a  dissatisfaction  with  his  position 
at  Geneva,  which  manifests  itself  in  a  certain  restlessness  in  his 
correspondence,  even  within  the  first  years  of  his  professorate 
in  that  city.      He  had  made  few  close  friends  in   Geneva,  and 
the  casual  acquaintances  which  be  formed  with  distinguished 
literary  travellers,  such  as  De  Thou,  De  Fresne,  Bongars,  and 
others,  became,  in  the  correspondence  to  which  they  gave  rise, 
new  attractions  which  tended  to  draw  him  away  from  his  un- 
congenial home.     He  seems  first  to  have  thought,  with  faint 
hope  however,  of  the  university  of  Leyden,  which  was  then  in 
the  zenith  of  its  earlier  fame.     Scaliger,  with  whom  he  had 
formed  an  intimacy  by  correspondence,  felt  the  way  for  him  for 
an  invitation  to  one  of  the  Leyden  professorships,  but  without 
success.     The  attempt  might  probably  have  been  made  with 
more  succeis  at  Heidelberg,   which,   under   the   enlightened 
Elector  Frederic  IV.,  was  then  in  its  golden   age ;  but  from 
some   unexplained  cause  Cnsaubon  does  not  appear  to  have 
looked  favourably  on  this  project.    Two  successive  vacancies 
at  that  university  passed  by  without  any  apparent  effort  on  his 
part  to  obtain  either  appointment.      At  length  in  1596  he  was 
invited  to  ilontpellier,  upon  conditions  better  than  those  oi 
his   Genevan  professorship;   and  although  the  authorities  oi 
the  latter  city,  roused  by  the  danger  of  losing  his  services. 
made  him  an  offer  in  the  end  to  double  his  salary,  with  an  un- 
derstanding that  the  increase  was  not  to  be  made  public  leal 
the  other  professors  should  become  jealous,  the  offer  came  toe 
late.     Casaubon  had  'outgrown  Geneva.     He  had  become,  ai 
'  was  afterwards  said  of  Madat 
'  "  pour  notre  lac,"  and  he  emi| 
His  position  at  Montpellier  wa: 
'  et  bonnes  lettres,'  and  his  i 
&el,  and  some  other  small  pi 
twelvemonths  later  was  increai 
sterling.    These  he  regarded  a 
on  his  accepting  the  offer  and 
the   satisfaction  to  meet  from 
highest  degree  honourable. 

Mr.  Fattison  gives  an  inten 
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period,  especially  among  tlie 

attentions  paid  him,  is  the  dis- 
.  number  of  men  with  a  taste  for 
ind  religious  exaltation  had  been 
rd  of  atlaininent  might  not  be 
study  of  medicine  and  law  was 
t  in  which  it  is  now.  Thu  study 
ippocrateH  and  Galen,  in  a  LatJn 
irefk.  Where  a  civil  lawyer  ia, 
lire  cnu  uever  be  wjiolly  extin- 
Icd  the  Jegnl  profession  ut  this 

be  liherdlly  or  profcssioDally 
1  the  side  of  liberality  an  against 
I  tliere  was  was  all  theological, 

but  had  cenaed  to  read  them. 
toman  go,  and  Lect,  having  no 
yat  in  for  council  business.  At 
id  not  only  a  number  of  Btudeuts 
vil  servants,  practising  lawyers, 

Here  we  have  to  do  not  with 
lien  of  mature  age."  There  is 
urnishing  aspirants  of  classical 

from  the  town,  and  they  being 
,"  for  the  Catholic  culle.  When 
•elf  into  the  city,  in  November 
estored  by  the  Edict  of  Nantes, 
xtn.  Guitard  de  Itatte  was  not 
i<l  had  books  dedicated  to  him, 
eodvriis  Marcilius,  and  John  a 
of  Montpeilier,  however  res- 
ste  for  secular  learning  as  those 
incipal  I'aator,  and  is  called  by 
e  lectured  on  theology  in  the 
he  synod  of  Languedoc,  which 
ding  August,  had  voted  liim  a 
ry.  But  the  books  were  theo- 
iight  members  of  tlie  board  of 
.  the  Church,  not  learning.  It 
ty  in  a  minister  of  the  KeCormed 
i  any  part  of  hia  time  to  secular 
Rer^  from  that  of  the  Catholic 
.  of  this  generation  feared  and 
iter  approved  it  for  othera,  aa 
re  been  aahatned  to  have  owned 

f  the  tide  began  to  turn ;  the 
'ed,  that  of  the  average  pastor 
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deteriorated.  To  thia  conli'at 
once  quoted.  Even  in  Cngoi 
Montpellier  were  of  a  grade  o 
of  a  young  miniBter,  he  doc 
flerniou  againet  the  pmctice  ot 
wheaever  they  liad  occafliou  I 
out  (if  church,  Casaubon  Tent 
practice  of  all  the  Kefbraied  > 
which  the  youog  zealot  re 
"churches.'  "He  wuh  on 
"  believe  themselTes  gifted 
"  begiu  with."  Such  men  ot 
contemners  of  human  learnin 
that  day.  But  the  managemi 
hands.  Literalure  was  rv3ji« 
up  miunly  of  a  tense  of  its  i 
perception,  never  wholly  wa 
though  not  an  official  depu 
'*  curia?,"  at  the  nationnl  sy 
The  ministers  patronised  or  i 

It  was  at  Montpellier 
known  Ephemerides,  or  I 
the  18th  Februnrv,  159' 
omission  of  a  single  day, 
night  before  the  writer's  ■ 
own  hand  and  in  Latin,  ^ 
the  13th  February,  1601, 
Madame  Casaubon  durin 
some  account  of  this  curi 
the  present  it  will  be  eno 
the  routine  of  the  daily  1 
day  began  commonly  at  i 
to  enter  his  study,  where 
ing  devotion  upon  his  k: 
religious  reading,  freque 
up  to  dinner  wna  occup 
chanced  to  have  in  baud; 
and  higher  life  was  then 
hours  in  preparing  for 
After  a  iew_  months  he 
Greek  class.  '  After  lect 
'  again,  if  only  Iriends  w 
was  occupied  with  att 
Wednesday  was  a  holid 
prescribed  by  statute,  th. 
Sundays,  as  also  at  a  i 
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erence  to  tlie  religious  character 
le  worked  as  UBUal  at  his  books, 
ihiefly  confined  to  theology  and 
ver,  he  alternated  with  corre- 
lasions  he  Bought  relaxation  in 
I  friend's  country  villa,  or  down 

at  Maguelonne.'  Such  was  his 
in  the  vacations,  of  which  there 
or  four  weeks' duration.  During 

on  a  more  distant  visit,  to  his 
:her  at  Die,  and  on  one  o 


tr  were  eminently  successful, 
its  of  the  place,  he  gave  to  his 
actical  character  in  the  eyes  ot 
)m  time  to  time  eminent  authors 
legal  antiquities  of  Greece  and 
[I  Tables ;  the  Constitution  and 
Republic  ;  the  Digests ;  and  other 
ttison  observes,  that  out  of  the 
■ed  at  Montpellier  only  a  single 
jurely  philological  or  language 
ilhy  of  note  as  this  was  the  only 
ay  himself  but  at  the  request  of 

occupied  with  public  duties  at 
iiged  with  hie  greatest  literary 
entary  on  Athensus ;  and  Mr. 
tine  of  his  daily  occupations  at 
cut  life  for  which  few  parallels 

10  his  lecture  and  to  preparing  his 
3  to  trace  day  by  day  his  private 

the  devotional  book  in  the  enrty 
'  books  in  the  course  or  the  dny,  but 
■iidily  goes  on  with  every  day  till  he 

miHi  achievement  in  1597  is  Buail, 
n  pL'brunry  19  and  March  11.  Ab 
an  ori551,  which  contains  698  foHo 
ptionally  close,  we  have  nn  average 
ly  i  jet  he  was  ill  most  of  the  time, 
H'enty  was  curtailed  or  lost  altogether 
h  or  the  atmosphere  of  the  place  Met 
lole  of  which  takes  him  only  twenty- 
Ipcil  by  llie  EoHter  holidays.     Al^ei 

that  Ccdrecus  takes  thirteen  days. 
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but  other  books  were  in  hand  dut 
hesidee,  of  Jerome,  Chiysostom, 
PhilostratuB,  Apicius,  all  between 
Diary  omita  to  mention  many  readi: 
citations  in  bis  commentarieB  on  aul 
bis  pooMsuon,  still  extant  There 
copy  of  Calvin's  "  Epistoln:,"  editioi 
by  Gasaubon's  pen.  Wo  have  in  i 
type,  and  not  on  a  classical  subji 
noticed  in  the  Diary,  unless  we  assui 
in  1597,  did  not  come  into  Casanb 
case  it  might  Lave  been  spoken  of  i 
is  lost.  While  lectures  are  ^irocee' 
continually  ill,  has  his  corresponder 
Rector  of  the  fikculty.  This  is  the 
involves  him,  besides  the  comparati 
in  looking  after  the  lower  Kchool,  ai 
"  listed  office  "  {munuis  inviamn) 
Books  of  controversy,  e.g.  Bulenge 
in  wbat  he  calls  his  "  leisure  hours 
■easy  to  see  where,  in  the  life  we  hai 
116-7.) 

It  is  plain  from  tliis  sketch  tl 
tion  may  have  been  improved  b 
cbange  had  done  very  little  tow 
tion  of  his  life— undisturbed  lei 
freedom  for  literary  work.  He 
tions  of  visitors  and  correspoi 
higher  things  elsewhere ;  and  in 
and  other  friends  v^ho  had  beei 
flattering  though  vague  represi 
of  the  King's  favour  there,  and 
advantageous.  The  desire  of  eh 
lated  by  the  difficulties  which 
as  to  the  printing  of  his  '  At! 
■which  he  was  making  to  Gene 
his  father-in-law  in  1598,  an 
sented  itself  as  he  was  passins 
He  was  there  introduced  to  W 
vated  and  liberal  tastes  and  i 
being  summoned  to  Paris  to  at 
bon  to  accompany  him.  At 
into  the  most  distinguished  lii 
the  first  time  what  had  been  a  i 
to  the  library  of  De  Thou.  H 
nificent  collection  are  charactei 
'  it,  but  it  surpassed  his  expects 
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koown  to  exist  in  print,  his 
w  little  he  knew.'  And  this 
collection,  ivith  which  Queen 
, '  opened  to  him  that  supply 
ited.  From  this  moment  hie 
ic  paramount.' 

afer  to  Paris,  however,  were 
i  recei\ed  most  graciously  by 
urs  talking  over  the  affairs  of 
viting  him  to  a  professorship 
the  then  heir  presumptive  of 

Cond^.     Other  evidencea  of 

upon  him.  But  atill  no  step 
ual  appointment,  and  after  a 
im  to  Montpellier  iu  October, 

uncertmnty.  He  gave  notice 
n  the  meantime  entered  upon 

he  continued  till  the  January 

lat  month  the  tardy  missive 
thQ  expected  nomination  to  a 
ler  under  the  Bign  manual  to 
3n  to  Paris,  where  it  was  the 

iu  the  profession  of  classical 
conditions  of  stipend  it  merely 
'  the  expenses  of  removal, 
was  the  summons,  was  hut  too 
Montpellier  on  the  26th  of 

Ills  mother  at  Bordeaux  in 
,  his  wife  and  children,  he 
ig  of  March.     With   all   his 

here  interposed  of  which  no 
ether  in  the  Diary  or  in  the 
for  nearly  twelve  months  he 
de  Vic's  guest ;  nor  was  it  till 
it  Bet  out  for  Paris.  The  ex- 
d  by  Mr.  Pattison  is  highly 
luspect,  while  at  Lyons,  that 
dd  be  attached  the  same  con- 
limself  received  the  crown — 
sm.  It  was  the  age  of  con- 
I'a  Paris  friends  for  the  most 
,  all  Calvinist  as  he  was,  Du 

would  not  give  gratis ;  they 
ship  before  his  eyes,  but  not 
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'  to  bestow  it  till  they  had  his  recantation.'  The  pious  zeal  of 
his  friends^  M.  and  Madame  de  Vic,  seconded  this  design.  At 
Lyons  Casaubon  was  prevailed  on  to  talk  over  disputed  points 
with  two  learned  capuchins ;  a  report  was  gradually  whispered 
about  that  he  was  preparing  to  'go  over;'  and  Casaubon 
was  deeply  concerned  to  find  that'  it  was  beginning  to  obtain 
credence  among  his  own  co-religionists. 

At  last,  in  the  midst  of  these  perplexities,  a  peremptory  sum- 
mons to  Paris  arrived  from  De  Vic.  Casaubon  at  once  com- 
plied. He  set  out  on  the  28th  of  February,  1600.  On  his 
arrival  he  was  immediately  admitted  by  the  King  to  an  audi- 
ence. He  was  received  with  demonstrative  courtesy.  The 
same  confident  assurance  of  employment  in  '  the  restoration  of 

*  the  university/  was  repeated.  He  received  a  *  gratification ' 
of  two  hundred  crowns  as  an  earnest  of  what  was  to  come. 
But  the  matter  rested  there.  No  appointment  was  made :  no 
employment  was  assigned  to  him ;  and  he  had  begun  to  repine 
at  the  continued  prospect  of  enforced  inactivity,  when  in  the 
end  of  April  he  received  a  summons,  written  with  the  King's 
own  hand,  to  attend  without  delay  at  Fontainebleau,  where  the 
Court  was  at  the  time,  upon  an  affair  which  the  Kinff  *  had 

*  much  at  heart.'  This  affair  was  the  well-known  Conierence 
of  Fontainebleau. 

Mr.  Pattison's  account  of  the  occasion  of  this  conference  is 
very  minute  and  curious.  Fur  our  purpose  it  will  be  enough  to 
say  that  the  object  proposed  in  the  meeting  was  to  procure  an 
authentic  adjudication  as  to  the  accuracy  of  certain  quotations 
from  the  fathers  in  Philip  Duplessis-Mornay's  celebrated '  Trea- 

*  tbe  on  the  Eucharist,"  which  had  been  declared  spurious  or 
garbled  by  Du  Perron,  Bishop  of  Evreux ; — an  imputation  into 
which  De  Mornay  had  challenged  inquiry.  The  citations  in  De 
Momay's  book  are  exceedingly  numerous,  amounting  to  nearly 
5,000,  the  principal  object  of  the  treatise  being  to  show  that 
the  doctrines  of  the  Roman  Church  on  the  Mass  are  not  in 
accordance  with  the  belief  of  the  fathers  or  schoolmen.  It 
was  answered  by  various  Catholic  controversialists,  Bulen- 
ger,  Fronto  le  Due,  and  Richcome ;  but  the  most  systematic 
challenge  of  the  fidelity  of  the  quotations  was  that  of  Mgr., 
afterwards  Cardinal  du  Perron,  who  publicly  averred  that 
he  had  already,  after  a  partial  examination,  discovered  no 
fewer  than  five  hundred  false  citations.  De  Mornay  chal- 
lenged a  public  trial.  Henry  IV.  took  the  matter  up,  and 
insisted  on  having  a  debate  in  form  at  Fontainebleau,  in  his 
own  presence.  It  was  arranged  that  the  issue  was  to  be 
decided  by  six  commissioners,  four  Catholic  and  two  Protes- 
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eputation  for  scholarship.  Tl 
the  Chancellor  Bellicore,  I 
ean  Martiu.  Canaye  de  Fresi 
eatants,  and  Casaubon  had  bet 
lat  he  mi}rht  be  the  second.  A 
regards  the  proceeding  aa  a  tn 
mown  to  be  already  on  tiie  po'i: 
eoted  that  Casaubon  also  wou 
ov-churchmen  at  Paris  implori 
ressed  on  the  other  side  by  I 
rjr  friends,  ^o  religious  contn 
d ;  the  question  at  issue  waa 
r  scholarship.  Casaubon  yielde 
nission. 
id  this  stagA,  De  Mornay  seen 

his  challenge ;  and  Mr.  Pattis< 
ing  from  hia  false  position  tl 

'  insisting  on  impossible  cond 
wfore  he  should  go  into  the  coi 
>  impugned  passages  should  I 
iing  refused  aa  unreasonable,  1 
ice  altogether,  but,  afler  mu< 
ee,  to  '  abide  the  arbitration,  ( 
alsities  were  produced  at  onci 
t  delay  a  list  of  sixty-one.  I 
iit  to  examine  his  references  ■ 
provided  with  books  of  hia  ow 
le  of  his  adversary  for  the  pu 
id  the  next  morning  (May  4 
tils  of  the  discussion.  On  tl 
at  there  was  some  exi^gerati( 
it  he  had  discovered  five  hui 
t  it  is  also  certain  that  mar 
ere  incorrect  or  falsely  appliei 
1  the  conference.  On  the  first  < 
unced  '  Non  liquet  \ '  but  on  tl 

was  against  De  Mornay.  Th 
id  Ca^aubon's  participation  in 
an  apostasy.  Charnier,  Gigor 
estant  leaders,  expostulated  bi 
son  himself  hardly  conceals  th: 
bon  represented,  in  his  own  d' 
inted  a  judge,  and  not  ao  advi 
r  a  literary  quarrel,  not  of  a  rel 
;he  sentence  of  the  arbitrators  ( 
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*  the  eight -passages  was  unquestionably  right.'  Now,  whatever 
may  be  said  as  to  the  propriety  of  Casaubon's  accepting  the 
duty  of  arbiter  in  such  circumstances  at  all,  we  confess  that,  when 
he  had  once  accepted  it,  this  plea  appears  to  us  utterly  irrefrag- 
able ;  and  that,  as  an  honest  umpire,  no  other  course  was,  in 
our  judgment,  open  to  him.  We  have  no  sympathy  with  the 
hope  of  the  Protestant  party,  *  that  although  their  champion 
^  might  have  made  a  few  slips  among  so  many  thousand  quo- 

*  tations,  Casaubon,  like  a  good  advocate,  might  have  brought 

*  him  through.'  And  we  can  hardly  understand,  much  less 
can  we  agree  in,  Mr.  Pattison's  verdict,  that  *  although  tech- 

*  nically  Casaubon's  defence  of  himself  was  good,  yet  substan- 
'  tially  the  Protestant  grievance  was  just '  (p.  162).  It  might 
have  been  ^just' perhaps  to  have  called  on  Casaubon  openly 
to  withdraw  from  the  commission ;  but  it  appears  to  us  that  it 
would  have  been  positively  immoral,  he  having  undertaken 
the  duty,  to  suggest  to  him,  or  to  expect  from  him,  as  Mr. 
Pattison  appears  to  do,  a  decision  false  in  point  of  scholar- 
ship, on  the  ground  that  the  true  literary  judgment  would  be 
prejudicial  to  the  religious  interests  of  the  common  cause  of 
Protestantism.  There  is  much  good  sense  in  Scaliger's  homely 
sentence  in  the  ^  Scaligeriana,'  although  it  is  unjust  to  several 
of  his  fellow-commissioners,  as  De  Thou  and  Pidiou :  '  Casau- 

*  bon  ought  never  to  have  gone  to  that  conference — he  was 

*  the  ass  among  the  apes ;  the  scholar  among  men  of  no  learn- 
ing.'"^  But,  unlike  Mr.  Pattison,  Scaliger  goes  no  farther 
than  to  condemn  him  for  undertaking  the  duty  at  all. 

From  the  Fontainebleau  Conference  Casaubon  returned  to 
Paris,  still  without  any  settled  appointment*  and  uncertain 
both  as  to  his  future  occupation  and  as  to  his  future  home. 
The  printing  of  his  *  Athenasus '  was  still  unfinished  at  Lyons, 
and  he  found  it  necessary  to  pass  the  summer  of  1600  in  that 
city,  where,  on  August  9,  he  *  sent  to  press  the  last  corrected 

*  sheet  of  that  most  wearisome  work.'  He  was  now  nominally 
attached  to  the  King's  service,  as  *  lecteur  de  sa  Majeste,' 
and  in  that  capacity  had  received  money  from  the  treasurer; 
but  he  seems,  nevertheless,  to  have  hesitated  about  returning 
to  Paris.  In  the  end,  however,  he  made  up  his  mind  to 
return ;  and  he  gave  serious  offence  to  his  kind  friend, 
M.  le  Vic,  who  was  about  to  remove  to  Soleure,  as  French 
Envoy  to  the  Swiss  Confederation,  by  declining  to  accompany 
him.  He  arrived  in  Paris,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
family,  on  September   13,  1600,  and  was  received  into  the 
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first  cousin  of  Madame  Casaubo 
hould  be  found.  In  the  matter 
iraphers  have  charged  him  wi 
luring  his  residence  in  Paris  1 
war  than  seven  times.  Mr.  Patl 
>r  this  apparent  restlessness : — 
1  its  special  and  HufScient  reason ;  j 
ith  the  discontent  with  where  he  is,  tl 
where  else,  the  cry  for  "  leisure,"  \ 
!on temporaries  should  have  thought 
satisfied  man,  and  that  the  biogiaph« 
)res8ion  still  further.  The  true  accou 
a  nie,  that  Casaubon  had  the  nervo 
This  susceptibility  made  him  uuequ 
fe,  and  especially  of  Parisiaa  existent 
:ld,  not  as  trouble,  but  as  intemtptioi 
1  epicurean  inaction,  but  for  hard  wo 
I.  To  do  this  he  would  fain  have  be 
t  do.  If  he  is  solicitous,  more  thau  i 
ion  for  his  own  necessities  and  those 
>ss,  it  is  that  with  a.  ireo  mind  he  m 
in  life.  The  nomadic  Italian  human 
ncesmntly  from  court  to  court,  with  t 
sordid,  that  of  bettering  his  fortum 
ated  by  the  single  desire  to  secure  tii 

len  Casaubon  was  first  invited 
ive  him  an  appointment  in  the  i 
b&bly  among  those  who  concurr 
lipated  that  he  would  come  over 
the  rest  entertained  the  espectati 
was,  his  religion  would  be  ov( 
'  his  eminent  literary  qualilicatioi 
became  plain  that  neither  of  tht 
realised.  On  the  one  hand  Casa 
s  to  convert  him,  and  on  the  otl 
as  a  qualification  for  a  professorsl 
jently  enforced.  Some  other  mo 
sary,  and  the  King  on  more  th 
B  intention  of  appointing  him  ci 
ity,  when  the  place  should  becoi 
Uasaubon  himself  that  the  pres< 
lother  year;  that  Casaubon  shot 
lould  '  look  up  all  the  fine  books  a 
n,  for  he  did  not  himself  understa 
id  at  length,  in  November  1601 
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regular  patent  was  made  out,  conferring  on  liim  the  rever! 
nf  the  office  on  the  death  of  M.  Gosselin,  the  actual  librari 
and  with  a  salary  commencing  from  the  date  of  the  patent 
reversion. 

In  Novemher  1604,  Gosselin  died  a  Kuf&ciently  trag 
death.  He  was  found  in  his  apartment,  burnt  to  death,  hav 
fallen  out  of  his  chair  in  hia  helpless  decrepitude.  An  attci 
was  made  to  set  aside  Casaubon's  right  of  reversion,  and  fc 
time  the  King  himself  wavered  as  to  its  confirmation.  Lepei 
Scaliger,  and  even  the  young  Grotius,  were  talked  of  for 
post.  At  length  Casaubon's  friends  prevailed  upon  him 
seek  a  personal  interview  with  Ilenrj.  In  this  interview 
informed  tlie  King  of  Gosselin's  death,  without  reminding  I 
of  the  promise,  still  less  of  the  actual  grant  of  the  revcrsior 
himself;  but  he  was  mortified  to  observe  in  the  King  an 
wonted  coldness  of  manner,  and  retired  from  the  interv 
tvith  a  mournful  conviction  that  his  day  of  favour  was  pi 
Nevertheless,  after  all  these  unpromising  appearances,  he  ^ 
relieved  by  a  visit  from  the  King's  secretary  three  days  la' 
bearing  not  alone  the  appointment  regularly  made  out,  I 
also  an  increased  entertainment  amounting  to  400  livres  beyi 
his  former  salary.  This  ultimate  decision  in  Ca^^aubon's  faT< 
was  due  to  the  influence  of  Dc  Thou,  who  held  the  oiEce 
principal  librarian  (Maitrc  de  la  Librairie),  and  to  wli 
office  the  vacant  post  of  '  Garde  de  la  Librairie '  was  direc 
mbordinate. 

It  might  seem  that  Casaubon  had  now  attained  the  real! 
Uon  of  the  dream  of  his  life  in  the  uncontrolled  disposal  of  I 
treasury  of  ancient  literature.  In  Greek  MSS.  the  Ko 
Library  was  then,  as  it  still  continues,  second  only  to 
Vatican.  The  new  librarian's  friends  in  all  countries  tun 
to  him  with  petitions  for  lielp,  and  with  requests  for  transcri 
>r  collation.  Scaliger  and  Heinaius  from  Leyden,  Gru 
From  Heidelberg,  Hoschel  from  Augsburg,  Savile  from  Et 
were  among  the  first.  Caaaubon  responded  generously  to 
several  calls,  although  in  his  Diary  he  repines  despairingly  o 
:he  time  withdrawn  by  these  friendly  offices  from  bts  da 
pittance  of  study  and  his  daily  routine  of  editorial  work. 

Between  these  services  to  friends  and  his  own  nrivi 
researches  connected  with  his  editorial  labo 
vith  his  editions  of  ^neas  Tacticus,  Polybiu 
tnecdota,  Casaubon's  work  as  a  librarian  h 
nanent  trace  in  the  Royal  Library.  He  v 
icholar  to  be  a  good  librarian. 

'  Wben  any  correspondent  asked  for  any  book,  h< 
le  never  mode  any  thorough  and  complete  invest 
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alogue.  In  1608  Hoeacbel  AppHi 
Though  Casaubon  had  then  be 
of  tlie  library  he  did  not  know 
51  but  would  look.  He  found,  i 
.  1607,  io  reply  to  Soaliger'a  ui^ 
ronological  nature,  he  says  ho  w 
CAsea.  He  began  to  have  access 
1,  in  159U.  From  1605  to  Octob 
I  disposal,  yet  the  only  anecdotu 
'he  selection  of  this  author  was  n 
al  Library  codex.  What  he  fou 
century  transcript  by  Vergeoio,  ai 
luch  older  MS.  which  had  been  le 

the  want  of  that  leisure  f 
ed,  his  resideoce  at  Paris  abo 
i  and  discomfort.  The  positii 
iur<!h  in  France  was  at  the  be 
hout  the  entire  reign  of  Hen 
>puliu-  excitement  wlien  it  w 
ianger.  Casaubon  himself  hi 
d  and  systematic  propagandi; 
ere  the  constant  objects.  \ 
%ne  and  malevolent  invectiv 
nymoua,  or  published  under 
le  side  he  was  covered  wi 
!)atholic  pamphleteers,  on  ti 
icion  or  of  worse  to  his  felloi 
■inciple,  and  as  only  waiting  ( 
icome  a  renegade  in  fact.  ] 
1  without,  his  life  began  to  1 
trials  and  losses  which  are  ti 
dvancing  years.  He  had 
li  of  his  favourite  sister,  Sa 
:,  her  son,  whom  after  her  dea 
;  of  his  mother,  to  whom  he  w 
[lis  gifted  and  much-cherbhi 
noreover,  involved  in  pecunia 
lore,  it  is  true,  from  the  affai 
le  necessities  of  his  own  mode 
irksome  and  irritating  on  th 

■eased  upon  him  the  more  th 
iatb  what  had  been  the  gre 
fe — the  pleasure  of  that  intc 
h   literary  friends,   which  w 
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to  him  what  personal  interchange  of  confidence  is  to  those  wk 
mix  in  the  bustle  of  every-day  society.  His  dear  friend  anj 
faithful  patron,  Calignon,  Chancellor  of  Navarre :  Lefebre 
the  king's  physiciaii ;  Hadrian  Williams,  a  young  and  ardent 
scholar,  who  was  to  him  almost  aa  a  son;  all  were  carried  ofl 
between  1606  and  16Q9.  But  the  toss  that  pressed  most 
heavily  upon  him  was  that  of  Scaliger,  which  took  place  ii 
January  1609.  The  relations  of  Scaliger  and  Casaubon,  a! 
friends,  were  exceedingly  curious  and  almost  unexampled 
Their  intercourse  had  been  wholly  by  letter.  They  nevei 
ouce  met,  and  yet  their  friendship  was  not  alone  fast  'and  in- 
timate, but  affectionate  and  even  tender.  It  was  a  friendship 
half  of  the  intellect,  half  of  the  heart ;  but  there  was  a  wanntt 
about  it  which  is  rarely  experienced,  and  still  more  rarelj 
maintained,  except  under  the  genial  in6uence  of  mutual  inter 
change  of  expressions  and  offices  of  personal  affection.  Ii 
reading  their  correspondence  it  is  hardly  possible  to  imagiiK 
that  the  writers  had  never  known  each  other  except  by  letter. 
Casaubon 's  letters  to  Scaliger  are  by  far  the  most  characteristit 
in  the  entii'e  body  of  his  correspondence. 

'  Casaubon'a  letters  to  Scaliger  are  truly  autobiographical,  hi  tb< 
whole  folio  volume,  among  more  than  1,200  letters,  there  are  doqi 
which  have  the  same  confiding  tone,  the  perfect  trust  that  what  is  su< 
will  fall  on  a  friendly  ear,  and  be  secure  of  IViendly  response.  Scalige 
is  an  accurate  and  satisfactory  correspondent;  replying  himself  to  «at:] 
topic  started  in  the  letter  he  is  answering;  a  punctuality  whici 
Casaubon  does  not  imitate.  From  no  one  does  Casaubon  receive  in  hi 
griefs  that  solid  comfort  which  Scaliger  Was  prompt  to  offer.  "  I  canno 
"  tell  you,"  writes  Casaubon,  in  July  1608,  "  the  satisfaction  your  las 
"  gave  tne.  It  was  so  unmistalcably  evident  how  much  you  loved  me 
"  and  how  deeply  you  felt  my  adverse  fortune.  You  were  the  on); 
"  one  who  sympathised  with  me  when  1  was  swindled  by  the  pet^ 
"  tyrants  of  the  lake  (Geneva).  And  now  again  this  thunderbolt  ha 
"  fallen  on  my  house  (death  of  Philippa),  jour  letters  show  that  jm 
"  feel  it  with  me.  The  labour  you  spent  in  writing  to  me  was  no 
"  thrown  away,  hit  yipor,  the  reading  of  your  epistle  was  no  smal 
"  comfort  lo  me.'  Caaaubon's  affectionate  nature  having  found  i 
strong  soul  to  which  to  cling,  abandoned  itself  to  the  cuJte  of  tie  hen 
with  a  devotion  which  bordered  on  idolatry.  "  I  know,"  ho  writes  ii 
1605,  "  what  the  good  and  the  learned  owe  to  you ;  how  much  mon 
"  do  1  owe  !  Wero  I  to  spend  my  life  in  your  service,  in  executiDj 
"  your  commands,  I  could  not  repay  a  tenth  part  of  the  debt.  What  t 
"  lather  is  to  a  son,  that  you  are  to  me  ;  I  am  your  devoted  client-' 
While  the  loss  was  recent,  ho  writes  to  Kirchmann  : — '■  W  « 

"enough   at  this  funeral?     Past  ages  have   never  set  i\ 

"  perhaps  no  future  time  will.     The  more  conversant  anj  « 

"  with  letters,  the  more  grand  will  he  find  that  incompar  in 
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a  Momay  he  aays,  "  bis  death  hastuken 
[  can  do  nothmg  more."  '    (Pp.  271-3.) 

these  various  causes  which  hare 
he  constitution  a]  rcailessneas  which 
3  him,  the  constant  negotiations  for 
isaubon  engi^ed  during  the  entire 
ris.  At  different  periods  between 
in  correspondence  with  the  authori- 
d  at  Heidelber;^,  with  a  view  to  the 
jne  or  other  oi'  these  cities.  The 
the  entire  appears  to  have  been 
invited  to  accept  the  recforate  in 
rship,  at  a  salary  of  600  ^cus,  with 
nt^es.  The  proposal  from  Heidel- 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  but  it 
lubon's  tastcfl,  being  of  the  ptofessor- 
ry ;  and  at  one  time  he  had  actually 
h  from  some  unexplained  cause  the 
iwed  to  drop. 

ilse,  however,  was  given  to  these 
lie  tragedy  of  May  14, 1610.  Casau- 
^er  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued, 
IV.,  he  felt  that  his  home  must  be 

:  condition  on  which  he  might  nol 
most  at  pleasure,  all  the  advantages 
j^ed ; — namely,  by  conforming  to  th< 
an  be  no  doubt  that  immediately 
lie  controversy  was  pressed  upon  him 
that  Casaubon's  own  correspondencf 
e  indications  that  give  colour  to  tht 
ring'  which  then  prevailed.  Mr, 
Ul  events  made  it  clear  that  Casau- 
ras  not  confined  to  this  period,  bul 
:8  at  intervals  through  the  wholt 
lis  Diary),  was  purely  intellectual— 
and  honourable  soul  to  find  out  oi 
lions  placed  him.  His  struggle  wai 
Dce  and  his  preferment ;  it  was  ai 

endeavour  to  choose  between  thi 
gation  that  he  at  this  time  '  promisee 

to  make  his  recantation  at  Whit 
ited  by  an  invitation  to  England,' ! 
mny ;  and  Mr.  Pattison  most  justl 
Domeat  at  which  he  is  represented  a 
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^juration,  *  the  perversion  of  hib  eldest » 
3  heard  August  14,  drew  from  him  tl 
sh  which  is  recorded  in  his  Diary  and 

England'  referred  to  in  the  malevola 
y  Mr.  Pattison,  had  been  first  conveyi 
)n  through  Sir  George  Carew,  in  who 
Bughter  Philippa  had  died ;  but  in  Ju 
chbishop  of  Canterhury,  wrote  him 
vith  an  ofTer  of  a  prebendal  stall 
A  881.  yearly,  with  house,  fuel,  and  cor 
agement  on  the  part  of  Bancroft  and  tl 
gment  this  offer  by  a  contribution  fro 
)  make  the  amount  et^ual  to  his  actu 
il  he  could  be  further  provided  out  of  tl 
rch.  It  is  almost  certain,  moreover,  tb 
ited  from  the  King,  who  was  desirous 
3f  Casaubon  for  some  polemical  purpo 
1  he  l)ad  in  view  when  he  '  commiseioni 
the  Hague  to  find  "  some  smart  JeBu 
nimble  spirit "  to  write  against  VorstiuB. 
ing  his  office  directly  under  the  crow; 
J  t  ranee  without  the  royai  permission,  ai 
r  that  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  leave  i 
:n  with  the  condition  that  he  should  leai 
and  should  engage  to  return  whenevi 
led.  With  this  qualified  permission  i 
re  in  tlie  suite  of  the  ambassador,  Loi 
a  October  17th.  He  reached  London  o 
I  month,  and  was  at  once  presented  to  tl 
a  he  was  very  graciously  received.  U 
m  with  him  two  days  later ;  but  the  hopi 
lilton  the  promise  of  Bancroft's  patrons^ 
relate  dying  on  the  12th  of  the  folloviu 
lowever,  is  that  afler  Casaubon's  preser 
on  November  8th,  no  other  patron  wt 
;ure  his  footing  in  England. 

y  established  in  the  roy 
mveraation,  was  always 
hours.  JaineB  talked  we 
'hich  is  not  always  the  oi 
n  graver  ctiiiversaCion  I 
in  light  talk.  "  He  !ovei 
al  subjects;  and  bis  talei 
Dt  theme  of  admiration 


Afe  of  Catauhon.  213 

med  writiDgB  of  the  foreigners  whc 
lis  part,  was  a  ready  talker,  and  if  bit 
:er  was  inexhaUBtible.  His  memory 
:>re  of  diversified  information  on  the 

The  conversation  was  conducted  in 
tntly,  though  we  may  suppose  with  a 
never  could  accomplish  English,  and 
)  to  stuTnble  on  in  Latin,  found  hia 
;.     Of  these  converMtioniJ,  seriotu  or 

one,  and  that  very  scantily.  It  was 
GIO,  on  the  day  on  which  the  King 
-vice  his  delivery  at  Gourie  House, 
r  the  King  to  general  literature.     Of 

wrong  who  thought  him  the  one 
if  political  wisdom.  Casaubon  was 
late  preface  to  "  Poljbiua,"  he  bad 
that  the  historical  lesson  to  be  learnt 
re  instructive.  The  King  blamed 
-.  Ccesar.     In  Commines  he  noticed  his 

English.  Casaubon,  whose  idea  of  a 
pon  that  of  Henri  IV.,  .wise  and  ruse, 
ot'a  French  Plutarch,  was  astounded 
.  pronounce  opinions  original  and  not 
I  be  had  read  himself.'    (Pp.  SU-6.) 

imself  the  chaise  of  a  fitting  pro- 
:owe(l  on  him  a  pension  of  300/., 
y  prebend,  with  a  promise  of  *  a 
irch  establishment  hereafter.'  It 
iwever,  before  Casaubon's  final 
ttisfactorily  arranged,  and  it  was 
ladame  Casaubon  joined  him  in 
en  still  refused  him  permission  to 
e.  Even  the  partial  use  of  them 
i  the  personal  solicitation  of  the 
lat  Casaubon  should  be  permitted 
I  only  succeeded  in  obtaining  the 

1  to  England,  however,  were  far 
n.  Unhappily,  the  favour  into 
I  James  was  fatal  to  all  chance  of 
>  which  he  had  looked  forward  as 
ne.  The  King  became  a  claimant 
I  than  any  he  had  hitherto  en- 
to  present  himself  every  Sunday 
vafi  constantly  migrating,  might 
Royston,  Hampton  Court,  Hol- 
•xe.    And  aa  regarded  his  learned 
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trere  even  greater.  The  King  I 
aDything  but  controversi&l  diyini 
had  ceased  to  read  anything  beyc 
y,  Mr.  Pattison  defends  Cagaiit 
illing  down  to  the  rank  of  a  ealar 
al  tsste  so  completely  determined  I 
lat  Casaubon  found  himself  involT 
his  position,  in  polemical  discossii 
nterest  for  him,  while  they  conaua 
laured  with  so  jealous  watchfuhii 
ce  to  this  impulse  that  he  wrote 
ind  that  to  Cardinal  du  Perron, 
king,  at  the  King's  desire,  the  '  Es 
Casaubon  was  able  to  follow  in  t 
>wn  genius.  In  this  he  only  can 
3f  which  he  had  long  entertaia 
£  would  gladly  have  taken  up 
'  of  the  French  censorship,  and 
th  his  characteristic  ardour.  Ap 
absolute  merit  of  the  work,  its  c< 
t  time  devoted  to  it  hy  Casaul 
the  most  extraordinary  literary  ft 
y  enables  us  to  track  him  throi 
He  commenced  in  January  16 
in  reading  and  arranging  authori 
ed  in  Baronius's  first  volume, 
ikctch  in  outline  the  plan  of  his  ( 
h  he  is  reguliirly  at  work  in  the  O 
tes  at  first;  but  in  the  end  of  J 
e  continuous  criticism,  in  which 
step  througli  the  order  of  the  Ann 
r  he  had  reached  his  four  hundrc 
f  the  following  April  he  was  abl 
that  he  liad  reached  the  end  of 
leant  to  deal  in  the  first  instaln 
Vfay  l€th  he  had  so  far  completed 
oft  as  to  be  ready  to  copy  for 
own  to  this  task,  however,  be  wen 
id  it  is  instructiv 
pations,  the  scene  c 
e  Bodleian.  It  v 
sad,  collated,  or 
Mr.  Pattison  has  i 
ill  be  enough  to  si 
ith  his  own  hand  ii 
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tas  Choniates  in  the  ori^nal 
nta  in  Spanish  ;  fifteen  of  the 
r\  Greek  ;  and  thirteen  of  Liau- 
hastily  looked  over,'  besides 
in  detail.  His  evening  re- 
reading as  Wake's  '  Rex  Pla- 
lical  Hebrew  from  a  yoang 
Ir.  Pattison  adds, '  to  read  in 
ireek  of  this  regime,  as  he  was 
he  was  seized  with  a  sudden 

June  9th,  he  began  to  copy  for 
<rk  of  printing  actually  began. 
I  ahead  of  the  press,  although 
e  of  four  folio  pages  per  day. 
d  reached  the  five  hundredth 
Ired  and  seventy,  the  intro- 
jry  pages,  were  completed  on 
3rd  the  volume  was  presented 

'  apart  from  the  interest  which 
roversy  with  Baronius,  it  must 
which  it  was  possible  to  hope 
T  success  with  the  more  select 
isecutive  history  of  the  period 
connected  essay  on  Baronius's 
Uection  of  detached  notes  and 
m  considered  as  such,  there  is 
ment  to  give  unity  to  the  com- 
ic running  through  the  whole, 
sm  of  Baronius ;  and  in  most 
1  which  are  heaped  together 
less  for  the  sake  of  the  know- 
nth  a  view  to  depreciate  and 
Roman  historian.  It  is  not 
Gxercitationes '  fell  below  cx- 


nk  out  of  sight  nt  one  touch  of  the 
a"  were  proclaimed  a  liiilure  by 
lends.  The  Savile  BCtivere  happy 
what  he  had  prevented  them  from 
tt  the  very  learned  Isaac  ('aeaubon 
d  Scaliger  even  in  his  paradoxes ; 
tUiviliitia ;  that  he  spvnt  all  his 
el  hiEtoiy,  and  not  on  the  later 
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periods ;  that  he  allows  himself  in  irrelevant  digressions.  These  were 
things  that  could  be  said  at  the  time  by  the  envious  "  friends.'^  He 
did  not  please  his  immediate  patrons,  ihe  bishops,  who  wished  now 
that  Casaubon  had  handled  Baronius  a  little  more  roughly.  Like 
their  successors  in  the  eighteenth  century,  who  r^etted  Butler's 
"  want  of  vigour,"  they  had  no  means  of  knowing  which  was  in  the 
right,  and  thought  want  of  passion  a  sign  of  weakness.  The  puritan 
party  wished  to  see  Baronius  well  abused,  and  charged  with  disaffection 
the  man  who  would  not  stcop  to  do  it.'     (Pp.  380-1.) 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  these  excessive  labours  acce- 
lerated the  death  of  Casaubon.  Other  causes  concurred  to 
disturb  his  healthy  and  to  increase  the  nervous  irritability  from 
which  he  had  long  been  a  suflPerer — the  fierce  and  galling  per- 
sonalities which  were  showered  upon  him  by  anonymous  an- 
tagonists, as  well  as  by  his  adversaries  in  the  various  contro- 
versies in  which  he  took  part ;  the  discomforts  of  his  new  life 
in  a  foreign  country  and  among  entirely  strange  associations; 
the  pecuniary  difficulties  by  which,  notwithstanding  his  bet- 
tered income  in  England,  he  was  still  beset ;  and,  perhaps 
most  of  all,  the  protracted  absence  of  his  wife,  to  whose  affec- 
tionate care  he  had  in  great  degree  owed  even  the  moderate 
vigour  which  he  had  hitherto  enjoyed.  And  if  the  crisis  was 
precipitated  by  his  own  indiscreet  excesses  of  labour,  by  unin- 
termitted  study  and  late  vigils,  the  seeds  of  early  decay  had 
existed  from  the  beginning. 

*  Nature  had  given  him  a  puny  and  infirm  frame.  Though  not  so 
little  as  some  other  celebrated  men  of  learning,  as  e.g.  Pietro  Pom- 
ponazzo,  as  Melanchthon,  or  Lobeck,  Casaubon  was  a  man  of  small 
fitature,  "  corpusculum  tanto  ingenio  impar,"  says  Thoris.  The  same 
observant  physician,  when  introduced  to  him  in  1610,  was  astonished 
to  see  that  "  such  exalted  wisdom  could  be  lodged  in  such  a  wretched 
"  tenement."  It  did  not  need  Thoris^s  experienced  eye  to  read  the 
sentence  of  death  in  the  emaciated  frame,  the  sunken  chest,  the 
stooping  shoulders,  the  wasted  features,  the  prominent  cheek-bone,  the 
dark  ring  round  the  eye,  the  hectic  flush,  the  accumulation  of  phlegm 
in  the  air-passages,  the  hacking  cough.  **  I  foresaw  that  his  new 
**  calling  in  the  service  of  his  majesty,  and  his  own  greediness  of  work, 
"  would  precipitate  the  catastrophe."  Isaac  became  Thoris's  patient, 
and  the  worst  symptoms  then  disclosed  to  him,  verified  the  diagnostic 
of  his  eye — the  fevered  pulse,  the  labouring  heart,  the  sleepless  un- 
refreshing  nights,  the  long-standing  of  his  cough.*     (P.  460.) 

With  all  these  formidable  symptoms  his  energy  of  mind  still 
maintained  itself.  In  June  1614,  he  was  projecting  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  Exercitations,  and  contemplating  the  great 
things  (^  magna  moliemur ')  which  he  hoped  to  accomplish  in 
it.    In  the  end  of  that  month  his  friends  took  him  on  a  country 
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too  much  for  his  Btrenetb. 
tre.  In  the  morning  wnen 
I  to  see  him,  the  patient  said 

dying  of  a  holiday ;  when 
Iredth  year,  he  went  to  his 
I  day's  study  to  do  it.     But 

of  it,'  This  characteristic 
saubon  lingered  for  a  fort- 
ith  with  great  resignation, 
hat  he  must  leave  his  work 

died,  in  his  fifty-sixth  year, 
very  eve  of  his  fatal  seizure 
ight  of  proximate  signs  of 
;ted  that  a  scholar  of  reading 
St,  cut  off  thus  unexpectedly 
our,  would  have  left  behind 
y  materials  prepared,  or  at 
matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Pattison 
)UB  sources  the  titles  of  no 
works  or  essays  which  Ca- 
career,  had  not  merely  pro- 
ition  of  preparing.  Kever- 
f  prepared  for  press  beyond 
'  Commentary  on  Polybius,' 
ir  as  early  as  1604.  Of  the 
on's  list,  hardly  a  trace  re- 
cause  hardly  anything  was 
'  to  account  for  this,  and  it 
isaubon  often  deceived  him- 
le  progress  in  writing,  when 

up  in  his  memory  and  not 
3t  into  the  habit  of  putting 

the  remark,  '  this  we  have 
be  distinction  between  what 
ted  down,  and  what  he  had 

mind.'  {P.  487.) 
,  not  including  second  edl- 
hers,  amount  to  twenty-five, 
lOgenes  Laertius,'  printed  in 
as,' in  1617.  With  his  earlier 
issatisiicd.  The  first  work 
imple  of  his  matured  powers 
which  even  to  this  day  every 
id  reverence.  As  a  critical 
le  specimens  of  his  powers 
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are  the  'Persius'  (1605),  and  the  'Polybius'  (1609>  Bat 
the  book  on  which  his  reputation  for  scholarship  must  rest  is 
his  *  Commentary  upon  Athenseus ; '  of  which  Schweighauser* 
declares  that  its  merits  are  universally  admitted  by  the 
learned,  and  are  most  freely  acknowledged  by  those  who  are 
most  distinguished  for*  their  scholarship  and  for  their  special 
familiarity  with  the  subject.  It  is  strange  that  it  should  be 
so ;  for  the  Diary  furnishes  innumerable  evidences  that  after  a 
certain  stage  of  his  progress,  the  task  was  persevered  in  grudg- 
ingly and  invita  Minerva.  There  was  none  of  his  works  upon 
which  he  had  entered  with  so  much  ardour,  and  at  the  same  time 
none  which  as  it  proceeded  became  so  irksome  to  him.  While 
engaged  upon  it  as  a  daily  duty,  he  was  perpetually  pining  for 
the  more  congenial  occupation  of  patristic  study.  He  first 
had  entertained  the  thought  of  editing  ^  Athenaeus  '  as  far  back 
as  1590,  and  in  1594  he  tells  Scaliger  that  he  is  engaged  upon 
that  author.  Before  he  left  Geneva  in  1596,  he  had  completed 
the  revision  of  the  text,  and  had  already  passed  the  greater 
part  through  the  press.  It  was  at  Montpellier  that  he  b^n 
the  Commentary,  the  first  draft  of  which  occupied  him  about 
ten  months,  from  June  23,  1599,  to  April  13,  1598.  His  re- 
vision of  the  draft  for  press  was  much  interrupted,  but  he 
managed  to  complete  it  by  the  following  March,  on  the  20th  of 
which  month  he  commenced  to  print  the  volume,  the  last  sheet 
being  corrected  on  the  9th  of  August,  1600.  Still  the  picture 
which  the  Diary  discloses  of  the  details  of  the  task  is  sadly 
disenchanting  as  to  the  supposed  charm  of  literary  labour. 
Day  after  day  we  meet  weary  and  almost  despairing  records 
of  the  worker's  groans  and  sighs.  His  faculties  as  well  as 
his  spirits  are  oppressed  by  the  very  burden  of  his  knowledge. 
He  writhes  under  the  enforced  and  ungrateful  toil — *  catenati 
*  in  ergastulo  iabores.^  He  confesses  to  Scaliger  that  he  had 
repented  times  beyond  number  that  he  had  ever  taken  the 
work  in  hand ;  and  in  the  letter  in  which  he  announces  its 
final  completion,  he  exults  in  his  release  from  a  task  which  had 
become  oppressive  and  intolerable,  t 

Nevertheless,  distasteful  as  was  the  task,  it  was  manfully 
and  conscientiously  executed ;  and  although  Casaubon's  text 
of  *  Athenaeus '  will  not,  in  point  of  correctness,  satisfy  all  the 
requirements  of  modem  criticism,  his  Commentary,  as  a  whole, 
may  safely  invite  comparison  with  the  very  happiest  efibrts  of 
the  scholars  of  his  own  or  any  later  age.     His  marvellous  uias- 


♦  Schweighauaer's  *  Athenaeua,'  Pnef.  vol.  i.  p.  liv. 

f  *  Magna  et  molesta  oora  liberati  sumus.*  Ep.  166,  Ad  Scaligerum. 
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lage  gave  him  an  especial  aptitude  i 
I  an  author  whose  vocabalaiy  is  pt 
ad  comprehensiTe  in  the  whole  ran; 
and  his  extraordinarjr  Btores  of  ancie 
nong  moderDB,  except  perhaps  by  oi 
'  be  Bud  to  exhauBt  every  source 
[lis  time. 

mastery  of  the  Greek  language  ai 
Dasaubon's  Diary  supplies  innumeral 
and  amusing  examples.  This  Dia 
1697  to  June  1614,  with  the  exceptii 
!p4-7,  owing  to  the  loss  of  one  of  t 
e  is  Latin ;  but  from  the  first  entry 
led  with  Greek  words,  phrases,  ai 
appropriate  and  significant,  and  fallii 
into  the  context  as  to  show  that  thi 
parade,  but  are  the  spontaneous  ov 
stores  of  knowledge.  It  is  impossit 
attison  that  Casanbon's  habitual  uee 
pedantic  affectation,  bat  the  natui 
ipent  most  of  the  hours  of  every  day 
of  Greek  authors,  that,  as  a  foreign 
lecomes  habituated  to  French,  he  cai 
ort  to  think  and  to  clothe  his  tbougb 
imiliar  and  Bignificant  embodiment 
rda  a  temptation  to  read  in  his  neig 
oulder  at  church,  the  word  that  occu 
he  best  phrase  he  can  find  to  exprt 
er  of  the  Genevese  is  to  Swdywyi 
if  his  'terumnas  et  iretpaafiovi.'  T 
.1  saying  6got  ix  fi-^ai^s  comes  mo 
le  usual  Latin  one.  The  readiest  foi 
mmey  is  '  ut  in  itinere  evoSaSa.'  T 
►rs  he  expresses  by  '  Doctores  hodiet 
vtjyi&&»  nos  deducerent ; '  and  with  i 
ve  for  his  dear  wife,  he  is  unable  evi 
'hich  he  puts  forth  for  the  restoratii 
ess  the  inveterate  habit: — 'Domi 
e  uxori  priorem  tve^iavJ  In  a  woi 
;e  can  be  made  vernacular,  Caaaub 
ireek  of  the  New  Attic  period.  I 
4t  the  request  of  a  Greek  who  pi 
int  of  John  Lascaris,  he  translated 
bout  a  moment's  hesitation.  In  co 
'ss  himself  in  Greek  as  readily  as 
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Latin,  and  of  hia  Greek  conversation  Cardinal  Du  Perron  si 
that  *  when  Casaubon  spoke  French  he  talked  like  a  peaeai 
'  but  when  he  spoke  Greek  he  spoke  it  as  his  mother  toDgu 
Mr,  Pattison  does  not  accept  this  without  some  reservatit 
He  is  of  opinion  that  Casaubon  thought  in  Greek  '  words  a 
'  phrases,'  but  not  in  Greek  '  sentences ; '  that  his  memory  bi 
plied  him  with  a  full  vocabulary,  but  that  he  had  not  cultivat 
either  the  logic  or  the  rhythm  of  the  Greek  sentence  (p.  51: 
It  is  hardly  worth  while,  we  think,  to  discuss  the  distincdi 
We  may  be  satisfied  with  the  judgment  of  Scaliger,  who  cc 
fesscd  that  Casaubon  knew  more  Greek  than  himself,  a 
acknowledges  him  to  be  '  memoria  avorum  et  noatn  aiec 

*  griece  doctissimum,'  and  the  still  more  discriminating  verd 
of  Kuhnken,  who  assigns  to  him  in  this  particular  the  vt 
first  place  among  modern  scholars,  with  the  sole  exception 
HemEterhuis, 

But  little  space  remains  for  an  examination  of  the  religic 
opinions  of  Casaubon  and  of  the  position  which  he  held 
relation  to  the  conflicting  parties  of  his  time.  We  ha 
already  seen  that  he  was  )K>pularly  regarded  as  a  '  waven 
and  that,  as  such,  he  occasionally  incurred  the  suspicion,  if  i 
the  ill-will,  of  both  sides  of  the  groat  religions  controver 
Probably  no  better  word  could  be  devised  to  describe  his  cc 
dition  of  religious  thought  during  the  greater  part  of 
residence  in  France.  He  himself  tells  Tileuus  that,  in  t 
course  of  his  investigations,  he  '  had  compared  the  writings 
'  the  Reformers  and  those  of  their  opponents  with  the  doctr 

*  of  the  ancient  Church.     Among  the  rest  he  had  read  Bell 

*  mine,  and  he  was  prepared  to  demonstrate  the  falsity 
'  Bellarraine's   positions  on  certain  heads,  such  as  Scriptu 

*  tradition,  the  pope's  power,  images,  and  indulgences.  I 
'  as  to  the  chapter  on  the  Sacraments,  although  there  too 

*  finds  things  which  can  be  refuted,  it  is  no  less  clear  to  h 
'  that  the  whole  of  antiquity  with  one  consent  is  on  the  side 
'  Rome,  and  that  the  writers  of  the  Reformed  party  who  hi 
'  attempted  to  show  that  the  fathers  are  in  their  favour,  ha 
'  egregiously  wasted  their  time  '  (p.  254}.  It  aiinears  to 
that  this  brief  statement  contains  the  key  to  t 

of  Casaubon's  career,  as  well  in  France  as  in 
by  no  means  improbable  that  he  permitted  h 
with  the  Catliolic  propagandists  in  Paris,  so  f 

five  them  hopes  of  his  ultimate  conversion ;  I; 
fr.   Pattison  fairly  appreciates  his  actual  i 
in  the  following  summary  review  : — 

'  Up  to  the  middle  of  hia  Paris  period,  he  had 
had  been  brought  up,  a  pure  Geaevan  CalviniaL     ' 
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3WD  creed  as  osclusiToly  true,  were 
pal  anti-ChriHt.  About  1605  and 
i^an  to  give  way.  Commerce  with 
rational  Catholics,  and  an  aaiiidiioUH 
1  enlarge  hia  ideas,  and  neceaaitate  a 
probable  that  while  thii  change  of 
^ered,"  and  thought  of  transferriog 
becoming  simply  and  purely  a  con- 
'  irresolution,  during  whici)  he  was 
ally,  he  settled  down  in  the  attitude 
is  was  the  position  of  many  of  the 
I  of  that  period — Grotius,  Calixtus, 
>  acquiesce  in  the  narrow  dogmatiam 
he  world  to  the  domination  of  the 
le  term,  a  ce-uoion  of  Chriatendoni 
They  regarded  (he  Reforraiition,  not 
B  to  primitive  Christianity.  They 
sm,  but  a  religious  revival,  in  which 
rithout  quitting  the  communion  of 
:icians,  like  Hotman  and  Bongnrs, 
diplomatic  means.  They  wanted  a 
ed,  like  Casaubon,  sought  the  same 
f  antiquity.  All  parties  understood 
settlement,  that  it  was  but  a  truce, 
leneGt  of  the  atconger  party,  by  the 
(Pp.  5G3-1.) 

the  very  type  of  a  devoted,  and 
I  successful  student.  Such  was 
1  circumstances  humble — almost 
iched  by  poverty.' 
that  the  results  of  such  a  life  are 
Which  of  ua,  except  with  a 
fht  of  recurriug  to  the  works  of 
I  that  this  is  in  part  due  to  the 
}  life  was  devoted,  Mr.  Pattisoo 
rature,  profound  as  it  commonly 
e  ephemeral.  The  science  of 
of  exegetics,  is  naturally  pro- 
; '  in  a  constant  state  of  super- 
.,  of  an  orator,  even  of  an  bisto- 
md  possesses  a  substantive  cha- 
Id  upon  existence.  But  books 
:  but  artificial  instruments  of 
which  to  register 
it  the  sons  of  flesh 
e  cycled  times — ' 

■ther  knowledge ;  and,  as  in  the 
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mechanical  arts  one  invention  is  displaced  or  has  its  value 
utilised  and  incorporated  in  another,  so  the  philological  labours 
of  one  generation  of  scholars  are  appropriated  by  &e  next,  and 
of  the  elder  men  little  remains  bevond  the  memory  of  their 
fame  among  their  own  contemporanes. 

Nevertheless  the  life  of  Casaubon,  with  its  many  painful  and 
disheartening  accessories,  contains  a  great  and  ennobling  lesson. 
Let  his  books  be  put  aside  ever  so  persistently  by  the  caprice  of 
modem  literary  fashion,  it  is  true,  notwithstanding,  that  their 
fruit  endures,  and  that  even  if  unacknowledged,  it  has  been 
appropriated  and  embodied  in  the  progressive  stock  of  human 
Imowledge.      And  although  '  the  many  thousand  pages  which 

*  he  wrote  may  be  all  merged  in  the  undistinguished  mass  of 

*  classical  commentary,  there  yet  remains  to  us,  as  a  cherished 

*  inheritance,  the  record  of  a  life  devoted  to  learning.* 


Akt.  VIII, — 1.  Ultima  ThulCy  or  a  Summer  in  Iceland.  Bj 
Richard  F.  Burton,  with  Historical  Introduction,  Maps, 
and  Illustrations,     Two  volumes,  8 vo.     London:   1875. 

2.  Unpublished  Journals  of  two  Journeys  in  Iceland  in  the 
Summers  of  IS61  and  1862. 

Tj^OR  the  last  hundred  years  it  may  be  roughly  said  Iceland 
has  been  an  object  of  interest  to  English  travellers. 
Nearly  a  century  has  elapsed  since  Sir  John  Stanley  first 
visited  the  Geysirs,  followed  in  1809  and  1810  by  Sir  William 
Hooker  and  Sir  Henry  Holland,  who  may  well  have  been 
called  by  the  Icelanders  ^  Henry  the  far  traveller,'  for  the  zeal 
and  perseverance  with  which  he  visited  distant  countries  ahnost 
to  the  very  day  of  his  death.  Those  earlier  expeditions  were, 
as  might  be  expected  from  the  pursuits  of  those  who  embarked 
in  them,  prompted  by  a  love  of  natural  science.  They  were 
succeeded  by  a  traveller  of  a  far  diflPerent  stamp.  In  1818  Dr. 
Ebenezer  Henderson  published  two  volumes  on  Iceland  after  a 
residence  in  the  island  of  two  years,  1814  and  1815.  K  it  be 
asked  why  he  stayed  so  long  in  an  inclement  clime,  the  answer 
is  easy.  He  was  employed  by  the  Bible  Society  to  distribute 
copies  of  a  new  translation  of  the  Bible  throughout  the  island, 
and  in  furtherance  of  this  duty  he  traversed  Iceland  in  a 
series  of  journeys,  and  so  saw  more  of  it  as  a  whole  than  other 
travellers  have  been  able  to  accomplish  in  a  summer  sojourn  of 
a  few  weeks.  For  this  alone,  but  also  for  other  reasons,  Hen- 
derson's ^  Iceland/  is  still  the  best  book  written  on  the  island. 
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leers  at  hie  credulity  and  simpli- 
JmitB  that  be  lias  '  an  ezceptaonal 
lis  powers  of  observation  are  re- 
■  from  -whom  he  drew  most  of  bis 
rful,  and  let  us  add  more  learned 
mation,  than  they  now  are.  One 
bich  it  ]S  impossible  to  over-rate 
d  in  Iceland  while  it  was  still  ud- 
B  hospitality  was  the  rule  and  not 
lative  modesty  and  honesty  of  the 
;en  debased  by  6oclcB  of  English 
dollars  broadcast  on  the  land,  and 
1  a  crop  of  extortion  and  sharp- 
to  judge  by  the  unpublished  jour- 
lesBive  summers,  much  of  the  old 
till  remained.  Since  1862  a  rush 
ignorant  of  the  lan^age  and  the 
'&ded  the  island.  These  are  the 
^tiling  and  even  civility  baa  its 
:  being  that,  not  obtaining  what 
spoilt  the  character  of  the  people, 
s  mercenary  a  race  as  exists  upon 

mere  sake  of  pointing  out,  or  of 
deterioration  in  the  character  of 
3ur  space  to  the  consideration  ot 
itb  all  its  faults  Iceland  is  a  spot 
ng  to  tlie  natural  philosopher,  to 
ident  of  literature.  In  that  isle, 
scarred  with  volcanic  fire,  amidst 
ormous  glaciers,  an  asylum  was 
slogy  of  the  Teutonic  race,  which 
wretched  fragments  and  patches, 
>d  for  posterity  by  the  happy  acci- 
ausand  colonists  irom  the  three 
le  they  were  still  heathen.  The 
be  very  bone,  muBcle,  and  marrow 
reedom  in  the  new-found  island  to 
iralls  of  that  over-bearing  tyrant 
f,  bore  with  them  to  their  second 
ain  the  venerable  songs  and  tra- 
find  them  afterwards  preserved 
this  all :  the  same  free  spirit,  and 
nd  family  history,  burst  out  after- 
gas  or  stories,  whether  of  die  my- 
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IT  t&e  &Z11C9  of  Xcrwaj 
-Hftewluarc.  and  though 
t  -he  iTP»  jmi  stvmrnr»  if  ramuua  Icdanders 
L  TUiToift  in  '-mil  jnii  p«eac  tKemig^ all  tiie  oCber 
TTTxiiiL-tiuns  if  -iiff  race  Tin:  rci^^rfier.  It  ims  been 
.L'ii*j  itrn..imi  X  ^oitw^  imiii:^  Tnnvrgrainv atlmi t  twl, tint 
oie  's^emair'iiar  ire^Tiniri  •!  IiiT^ami  is  !njt  only  eBJirar,  but  fitt 
i«ier.  i'-^ier^  ind  on-'r-  :TTirrr?aimr>  "iian  diat  -jf  anv  Westsrn 
racr?-  IT-ie  r^at^-n  :s  lor-nus:  Tiiiie  in  ■iriier  nacoiis,  taking 
Sixain  .&  in  -i::?niai;'r.  lie  3ail:ui&  laiae  hav?  spmnc^  &om  the 
T^  rie  iis^if.  me  T'^^  if  dieir  ireracir*?  b&mz  'try  mowHA 
oanJiUL'itfS-.  nie  'wi^jc  n-tr'  'if  Str**  in  I^eianii  blnamed  fijrth 
>ui  jf  "ine  ot Ar*s  mtt  nuiariiii  jf  Mr  §*iii& :  and  to  tbat  hci 
aiune  ai«?v  jr?  iEiitrtiid  ir  their  liretik^  spirit  and  perfect 
irm»  y;i*a*  tne  x^taresc  »f  riisn  iiL  dusc  •:roi]8iimiBate  work 
jt  :xacunL  :miii  ind  p*)wpr-  die  rsil  Epic  of  the  Iceianfie 
rac«.  ^^T?  auiv  *3e  ^ure  ti^^^k  iis  pr^seic  dbsoe  in  the  hearts 
imi  in  :iie  ir>  ^r  ^ter  iiiijirm.  Ilihz  b*frore  ir  was  taken  down 
AC  die  ""ertt  *i  irhen  ?*-«tLs  betrm  ^  be  wricreiu  and  oral  tn- 
ainoa  ^raitM.  ianx^  X  r  will  rn  be  ^ac  jf  lur  porpoee  to  repeit 
what  baj*  Alr^atij  been  inai?Gid  *Tir  in  ?ar  pages*  that  be^des 
uiese  zre^iT  iofiTry  tr^asares  to  woioh.  riie  loeiandic  luigiage 
is  die  ki^.  diar  :3^iiirie  p^rsaes&es  in  icself.  a  aire  apart  from  the 
arTi:iCic  nieric  'f  ::s  Trinn'js.  %  poramoant  incaest  tor  Engl^t- 
aiea  a?  die  s^-^urre  w-ience  anm^^egs  wcrds  and  kHoms,  not  to 
<rt.*ak  't  £-Hmrn:i~f.iI  t 'nns  and  indemns^  have  been  derived 
T lie  ia-^^  xr-  Oiirril^  xn^r  passed  wiien  tt  coald  be  ai^ed  in 
ocmcetir.ve  exaiiiinati*:iia  wiietier  die  cheorv  were  true  of  i 
^caaoinavian  iiiri>ii:n  in  the  Eacii*h  langna^.  It  is  now 
niiiTter  ot  ii^Tx^rj  diar  the  Danes  ami  ether  Xordunen,  who  es- 
tabc:?hed  kiiiiri*'as  and  prin«rlpaiides  in  this  island  daring  the 
AniT-o-Saxoa  time*,  have  left  fcieiiind  them  amocir  their  de- 
scendants the  larurnage  widch  thev  tad  broosrht  with  them 
^MH  their  old  bxaes*  Jost  at  thep^iod  when  the  languages  of 
the  two  races  were  di^minant  in  the  AngIo^iS«xon  and  Danish  por- 
tions of  England,  the  Norman  Conquest  happened,  bringing 
wt:h  it  a  aew  language  which  for  a  while  assmaed  the  snpremacv 
^.^  J,*»£raded  the  two  competing  tongoes  into  (fialects  spokoi  bj 
vV  vVttunon  people.  Thence  ensued  a  struggle  for  the  mast^ 
:^swi?»ftt  th\x<e  two  forms  of  Teutonic  speech,  resulting  in 
^ut-tnu  ttotories  on  either  side.  All  this  occurred  in  what  maj 
.s^  ^^  V4  «l*^  D**  ^^  ^  ^^^  English  language.     Centuries 

Ua-.  w  V*  the  people  asserted  its  birthright  to  q>eak  its  own 
,^^,^-^  dfcttd  the  Norman  element  dwindled,  the  curtain  rises 

.^  n;w  iW-ish  in  which  the  three  elements  are  represented, 


diction  and  form  the 
:,  Scandinavian  dialect 
be  heard  north  of  the 

I  of  the  interests  which 
handle,  but  there  still 
hat  modem  but  ever- 
1  is  the  characteristic 
I  were  no  *  ologies '  but 
it  and  reflect  on   the 

geology,  has  made  in 

scarcely  an  *  bm '  but 
entioned  to  be  eoonted, 

thought  of.  To  this 
'foundiand  of  natural 
id   especially  belongs. 

be  found  a  fossil  flora 

was  tropical,  when  it 
i  when  land  which  is 
t  have  enjoyed  a  tem- 
egions  watered  by  the 
rocks,  and  lavas,  and 
:ss  interesting  to  the 
by  submarine  volcanic 

be  called  the  floor  of 
sequently   pierced   by 

formed  volcanic  vents 
ents  geological  forma- 
Plutonian  theory  may 
leposits  thrown  up  by 
e  are  many  discoveries 
d  is  evident  from  the 
pali^nite  in  sufficient 
hould  this  most  recent 
id  be  true,  there  may 

her  inhabitants;  if  it 
rd  between  rival  com- 
iiltures  to  the  carcass 


my  of  its  peaks  which 
^s  and  passes  scarcely 
ts,  as  18  well  known,  a 
if  the  island  commonly 
IB  been  for  yeai-s  the 
Q 
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unbition  of  Alpine  climbers  aod  others  to  explore.  Int 
desolate  region,  comprising  a  tract  about  as  big  aa  Yorksl 
was  one  of  Captain  Burton  s  objects  to  penetrate  in  the  jo 
which  he  now  describes.  He  was  not  successful,  ae  w 
seen  further  on,  and  it  has  been  reBerved  for  an  adveni 
student  of  law,  Mr.  Watts,  in  two  expeditions  in  the  sui 
of  1874  and  1875,  to  solve  what  has  so  long  rested  li 
native  fog  over  this  dreary  region. 

After  this  necessary  introduction,  let  us  follow  Captain 
ton  on  his  travels  and  see  what  he  has  accomplished  in  Ic 
ami  what  lie  thought  of  the  country  and  its  people.  \ 
was  that  a  man  hitherto  accustomed  to  African  and  Aj 
exploration,  and  who  had  spent  his  life  under  baking 
ratner  than  in  chapping  frost,  was  induced  to  turn  his  foo 
towards  Iceland  does  not  quite  appear.  Perhaps  behin 
Vatna  JokuU  there  was  some  sulphur  prospecting  to  be 
on  his  first,  as  there  undoubtedly  was  on  his  secoud,  joun 
1875.  Perhaps  he  too,  like  many  others,  went  to  spy  oi 
mineral  treasures  of  the  land,  and  was  ready  to  turn  his  i 
tion  to  deposits  of  iron,  to  beds  of  limeetone,  and  to 
deposits  of  pure  silica,  as  well  as  those  sulphur  pits  whit 
centuries  have  lured  capital  to  Iceland  merely  to  sink 
what  even  the  pious  Henderson  admits  to  be  the  in: 
regions  of  Krabla,  as  well  as  in  the  old  mines  of  Hdsavik 
north,  and  Krisuvik  in  the  south,  of  the  island.  Whi 
■^na  the  reason,  wild  adventure  or  mineral  hunting,  or 
Ciimbined,  Captain  Burton  embarked  for  Iceland  on  Jun< 
1872  at  Granton,  in  the '  Queen,'  chartered  for  the  voyag 
Scottish  merchant.  The  passengers  were  all  first-class 
the  fare  there  and  back  67.,  not  including  board;  in  18 
bttard  the  old  '  Arcturus,'  Captain  Andersen,  it  used  to 
there  and  back  including  board.  But  that  was  a  Danisl 
is  a  Scottish  tariff,  and  besides  have  not  'fares' and  'h 
like  everything  else,  increased  mightily  in  the  past  fifteen ; 
The  passengers  were  most  of  them  good  fellows,  all  bu 
rtx'knev  who  would  slaughter  with  his  gun  the  innocent 

3  Mnnets  which   they  met  in  myriads  on  their  voyage 

''■  a  nuisance  did  Burton  find  him,  that  when  they  ca 

-Sf 'v«r\y«  Md  Iceland,  where  it  is  almost  felony  to  shot 

Vi  1  ■■>  ihtt  produce  the  down,  our  traveller  fervently  I 

■  -So  (yvkney  might  commit  that  crime  and  be  pul 

"  -  «hilc  his  gun  was  confiscated.  As  for  the  Capta 
^" ""  "  _,-,,)«■  brick,'  only  labouring  under  the  disadva] 
■"^  .-  -VI  he  nor  his  company,  nor,  worst  of  all,  the  shij 
' "'    '    .^  ^  cowt  of  Iceland  before :  a  fact  not  pleast 
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.  rock-bound  harbourless 
th  fierce  winds  and  wild 
bails,  and  along  which 
are  nnknown.  And  here 
;  proverb  aays,  '  A  king's 
■e  sharp ;  for  as  they  went 
pened    the   whirlpools  of 

saw   Dot   only    John   of 

Stroma  right  down  the 
great  needle  at  the  end 
mneaa,  and  after  running 
lassed  the  Merry  Men  of 
ough  the  chaimel  between 
Thence   the  '  Queen  ' 

Figrum  of  Tacitus,  and 
an,  flighting  the  Fair  Isle, 

the  starboard,  and  soon 
hetland  group.  On  June 
leared  the  southern  coast 

a  grand  sight,  for  it  is  im- 
licturesque  than  the  great 
g  down  to  the  sea  which 
land  is  approached  in  fine 

of  the  '  Queen  '  hardly 
ded  to  make  his  landfaU 
■  west ;  but  he  was  in  fact 
hat  is,  the  low  alluvial  or 
ills  and  the  sea.  Having 
along  the  coast,  discover- 
t  fresh  terrors,  the  grisly 
aPSi,  so  called  from  Hjor- 
iker  of  those  days,  who  be- 
fice  to  the  gods  ;  the  result 
the  Domesday  of  Iceland, 
ive  penned, '  the  basest  of 
^ralb,  treacherously  slew 
the  coast,  called  ever  since 
B  hope  that  as  they  neared 
shone  out,  if  not,  Captain 
ther  glorious  sight.     The 

bluest  sea  covered  with 
glaciers  on  the  north-east, 

through  which  the  Mar- 
through  roaring  channels, 
ad  laced  with    stripes  ol 
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,  the  Weetmeu's  Isles  are  studded  on 
;t  picturesque  forms.  Such  is  nature 
!  who  know  the  langui^e  and  the  Sa 
interest  than  that  excited  hy  a  fair  la 

The  district  over  which  the  eye  ran 
I  Iceland.  It  is  the  great  plain  wate 
::alled  Wrongwater,  from  their  wayw 
sountry,  who  dwelt  yonder  at  Bergthn 

shore ;    while    at    Oddi,    farther  inli 

learned,  and  a  whole  host  of  Icelai 

We    doubt,  however,  whether  any 

rere  alive  to  these  ancient  glories  of 

should  say  that  the  cockney  sportsc 
l^'e^Bion,  the  representative  of  a  clas! 
ive  done  so  much  harm  to  Iceland, ' 

with  hia  gun.  Nothing  feathered  a 
its,  puffins,  testes,  gulls,  and  even 
vent  down  before  his  gun.  Skuas  : 
am ;  but  we  are  glad  to  learn  that  ' 

not  looked  upon  by  the  rest  of  the  j 
urable  eye.' 

y  scene,  the  steamer  steamed  slowly  ali 
ling  Cape  Kcykianess,  round  which  ti 

often  runs  a  nasty  current,  and,  as 
kjavik,  the  capital  of  the  island,  on 
th.  Of  this  town  it  may  be  said  thai 
ction  of  what  Gustavus  Adolphus  sai( 
e  Bavarian  capital  a  golden  saddle  on 
1  the  conquering  king  meant  that 
been  the  case  ever  since,  was  far  too  gi 

Iceland,  on  the  contrary,  the  countn 
tpital.     The  view  from  Reykjavik  aci 

miles  away  to  Snsefell,  which  rears 

with  eternal  snow,  while  to  the  ooi 
istance  rise  the  giant  steeples  of  Akra 

r  which  tou-'-  -^ 

indscape  th< 
them  in  an 
mbined  all 
Stic  forms. 

town,  they 
fi  of  the  ol( 
de  the  tow 
e  handiworl 
tain  Burtoi 
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id  ehapea  of  man,  tells  us  thiitbef< 
timself  severely,'  lest  he  shonld 
ident,  though  be  calls  Reykjavik 
t,'  that  he  iras  disappointed.  In  fi 
I  its  tumble-down  wooden  bouses, 
nd  fiah-like  smells,  is  not  likely  to 
J  any  traveller.  The  most  that  c 
taner  than  it  was,  and  that  its  popu 
much  better  housed  than  they  w» 
e  and  Hooker,  at  the  bennning 
It,  too,  the  improvement  is  beyond 
re  '  was  not  a  single  garden  or  i 
ring  in  the  place.'  Now  there  is 
n  Burton  colls  '  garden  Base,'  in  t 
y  and  fennel,  kail  and  turnips,  fi 
ast  not  least,  cabbages  and  potatoe 
ong  the  opprobrium  of  the  counti 
;h  as  that  fell  disease  has  vanish 
!re  it  was  in  old  times  so  prevalent, 
e  it  remembered,  of  the  Govemme 
rton  found  lodgings  in  the  bouse 
eir  Zoega,  the  guide  so  well  knoi 

rooms,  with  their  '  applepie-ahap 
■et  long,'  are  not  to  be  despised, 
id  quietest  that  a  stranger  can  find 
irge,  considering  the  rise  of  prices 
;  Ibr  about  3«.  6d.  a  day  the  Capti 
Fi  small  breakfast '  or  early  coffee,  a 
jtial  as  those  of  Scotland,  at  10  a. 
am  were  excellent.  There  were  ' 
nail  robberies,' as  in  English  lodmn 
rton  left  the  abode  of  the  mothei 
ited  frame  of  mind,  who,  in  additi 

care  of  his  goods  for  him  during  1 
But  we  have  forgotten  somethi 
nglish  traveller — his  dinner,  Tl 
turning  it  for  the  mince  into  a  cli 
;ellcnt  in  some  things,  for  the  ve 
r,  including,a8  we  gather,  Norway  a 
The  cook  was  too  fond  of  spices  a 
le  of  those  condiments  is  according 

The  salmon  was  excellent ;  *  firm 
'  than  with  us.'    There  were  Austi 

meats ;  a  new  feature  in  Icelani 

have  saved  the  travellers  of  18 
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and  1S62  much  trouble  to  their  teeth ;  for  the  Journals  befo] 
us  contain  bitter  compIaintB  against  the  toughness  of  the  bee 
steake  and  mutton  of  the  Icelandio  roetropolia,  even  whf 
seasoned  with  that  beat  of  all  sauces,  a  tremendous  appetit 
acquired  on  a  long  tour  in  the  interior  of  Iceland.  On  oi 
point  all  travellers  agree,  and  that  is  on  the  wholesomeness ' 
the  Icelandio  climate  and  the  purity  of  the  air,  which  are  aloi 
a  cnre  for  half  the  diseases,  imaginary  or  otherwise,  brongl 
into  the  island  by  dyspeptic  or  dissipated  tourists. 

Thus  established  at  Reykjavik,  Captain  Burton  resolvt 
to  stay  awhile  and  look  about  him.  A  veteran  traveller,  1 
wished  to  exercise  his  powers  of  observation  and  survey  lJ 
main  features  of  society  and  life  in  Iceland — to  see,  in  fat 
how  the  land  lay,  and  not  to  rush  blindly  into  the  country, : 
ia  the  fashion  of  the  British  tourist,  in  which  fashion,  it  ne< 
hardly  be  said,  lies  the  whole  difference  between  a  travelli 
and  a  tourist.  During  this  period  he  was  hospitably  treats 
by  the  governor  and  the  authorities.  He  visited  the  cathedr 
and  the  high  school,  made  friends  with  Dr.  Hjaltalin,  the  ata 
physician,  a  man  of  whom  all  travellers  for  the  last  tweni 
years  retain  the  pleasantest  recoUectiona,  and  who  is  alwa; 
ready  to  impart  information  to  strangers.  In  the  capital, : 
least,  Captain  Burton  observed  an  amount  of  intemperam 
which  we  are  assured  is  the  fact,  in  spite  of  the  objections  tb; 
have  been  made  by  various  persons  to  his  published  statemen 
on  this  point.  In  these  volumes  he  returns  to  the  charge,  ai 
declares  that '  an  eminent  Icelander  openly  asserted  Qiat  1 
'  had  dived  into  the  gin-palaces  of  London  and  Kdinbureh,  y 
'  that  he  had  seen  more  drunkenness  in  a  day  at  Reykjavik  thi 
'  during  his  whole  visit  to  Great  Britain.'  This,  no  doubt, 
an  exaggeration,  but  we  fear  the  fact  remains  that  Icelan 
and  certainly  its  capital,  is  becoming,  like  some  other  countri 
which  we  could  name,  more  and  more  demoralised  by  drin 
and  that  by  drink  of  a  detestable  quality.  In  1861  and  186 
the  Journals  before  us  sjieak  neither  in  the  capital  nor  in  tl 
country  of  such  intempemncc  as  is  recorded  by  Captain  Bu 
ton.  The  conclusion,  therefore,  remains  that  in  this  respe 
the  island  has  deteriorated  during  the  last  fifteen  years. 

While  Captain  Burton  was  making  his  observations  on  mi 
and  manners,  his  companions  one  by  one  quitted  the  capit 
for  the  interior  of  the  island.     They  were  the  first  be^i'l'  ■ 
tourists  for  the  year,  and  their  arrival  naturally  excitec 
animation  among  the  listless  community.    So  the  rest  fui 
up  the  little  stock  of  Latin  which  each  possessed,  merely  i 
when  they  fell  on  any  native  who  knew  that  tongue,  th 
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atioD  was  a  great  gulf  betweeu  them. 
y  little  way  in  the  heart  of  Iceland, 
teans  of  intercourse  is  the  mother 
the  Sacas  ;  but  of  this  how  few  tra- 
>urist«,  have  the  slightest  knowledge. 
of  travellers  who  are  ignorant  of  wie 
:he  island  must  always  he  taken,  not 
i  of  salt.  The  Icelander — ^proud  and 
measure  to  which  even  our  Eoglifih 
ticentand  sensitive  in  the  presence  of 
ind  him.  This  Captain  Burton  found 
ivellers  have  fared  woi^e  in  this  re- 
il,  from  the  evidence  of  the  Journals 
le  ordinary  Icelander,  the  mere  rank 
arms  up  at  once  when  he  finds  he  is 
n  addition  to  some  knowledge  of  the 
:y  of  the  island,  and  as  he  passes  from 
le  to  dale,  is  able  to  inquire, '  Is  not 
nd  such  a  saga  ?  and  was  it  not  on 
r  the  Strong  made  his  asylum  and 
it  isle  in  the  Whale  firth  that  a  whole 
were  a  terror  to  their  neighbours,  the 
mainland?'  In  a  word, travelling  in 
Everywhere  else.  It  is  the  old  story 
hat  traveller  sees  most  of  a  country 

most  of  its  manners,  customs,  and 
Burton's  companions  were  of  the  com- 
t  does  not  appear  whether  the  cock- 
nce  on  the  voyage,  was  one  of  them, 
days,  and  in  that  space  they  rushed 
Geysei-s  and  back,  bringing  in  their 
i  themselves  not  without  like  marks 

In  like  manner,  the  party  of  1862 
Hie  who  drank  ten  tumblers  of  toddy 
;ral  gallons  of  spirit  to  the  Gcysirs 
;  gushed  out  into  a  gigantic  bowl  of 
u  they  met,  having  failed  in  this 
>  Keykjavik,  riding  gingerly  in  his 
junt  of  *  excoriations,'  as  he  called 
re  birds  of  passage ;  like  the  hours 
imputantur.  From  them  wc  pass 
irtmg — those  who  go  out  to  Iceland 
!  surprised,  after  perusing  the  .tour- 
■rroborated  as  they  are  by  the  expe- 
a  very  accomplished  naturalist,  to 
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find  Captain  Burton  complaining  of  the  great  want  of  bird' 
and  especially  of  game-life,  in  Iceland.  His  friends,  '  ( 
'  I.  and  D.  S.,  of  the  Indian  Army,  allowed  them&elve 
*  weeks  for  a  sporting  tour,  which  was  a  dead  failure.'  ' 
l>erbaps,  was  because  1872  was  a  late  year,  and  they  sti 
too  soou.  They  bad  bad  guides,  it  seems,  too,  and  ' 
into  a  poor  part  of  the  isTand  for  shooting,  though 
had  good  fiehing.  But,  as  we  have  said,  the  difference 
tween  the  feathered  wealth  of  Iceland  fifteen  years  ago 
the  total  absence  of  game  described  by  Captain  Burtc 
1872,  is  quite  inexplicable.  He  attributes  the  scarcil 
the  increase  of  population ;  but  even  supposing  that  the  in 
tant«  have  risen  from  65,000  to  70,000  in  that  period,  is 
all  likely  that  this  increase  would  materially  affect  the  qua 
of  game  in  an  island  considerably  bigger  than  Ireland, 
which,  moreover,  abounds  in  beaUis  and  corries  and  lake: 
rivers,  as  well  as  in  vast  solitudes,  which  would  seem  espet 
designed  for  the  abode  and  breeding-place  of  land  am 
birds?  Captain  Burton's  sporting  friends  were,  as  we 
seen,  in  all  probability,  too  soon  for  their  game ;  the  birds 
sitting,  so  there  wag  no  shooting;  but  Burton  himsel 
niained  in  Iceland  till  September  1st,  by  which  timt 
ptarmigan  would  have  had  their  second  broods.  This  m 
then,  we  leave  as  one  of  those  things  which  '  no  felloe 
*  understand.'  Other  travellers  have  found  the  country  < 
ing  with  game.  Captain  Burton  alone  bears  witness  to  t^e 
failure  of  sport. 

While  his  companions  one  after  the  other  left  the  cs 
trusting  themselves  for  the  most  part  to  the  mercies  of  I 
the  guide,  Burton  lingered  in  the  capital,  and  plumed  his 
for  further  flights  by  little  excursions  in  the  neighboui 
Thus  he  crossed  over  the  Firth,  and  scaled  Esja,  '  the  i 
from  which  he  enjoyed  one  of  the  finest  views  in  lo 
Then  he  crossed  the  SkarSshei^5i,  and  visited  the  site  i 
ancient  heathen  temple  of  Kjarlames,  in  both  of  which  I 
a  foretaste  of  the  miseries  of  Icelandic  guides  and  hired  1 
Contrary  to  the  experience  of  travellers  fifteen  years  age 
against  buying  horses,  and  prefers  to  hire  them  for  ah 
dollar  a  day;  the  objection  to  this  arrangement  is  that 
horses  are  oflen  sorry  jades,  as  Burton  found  his,  and  hai 
be  relied  on  for  such  hard  work  as  riding  to  the  Wn^.tli  h 
of  Sprengisand  or '  Choke-Jade,'  where  bad  hoi 
the  ruin  of  the  expedition.  But  these  were 
His  fixed  purpose  was  to  explore  the  Yatna  J< 
the  dissuading  voices  of  the  whole  world  at  R 
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lition  must  prove  a  failure, 
and  ODthe  8m — the  '  I6n  Sigu] 
arbour.  She  was  to  visit  Ham 
:all  at  the  fishing  ports  on  the  ^ 
[ere  was  too  good  aD  opportui 
;r  Burton  embarked.     On  the  ^ 

Bessaetad,  once  owned  by  Sii( 
Is  the  Herodotus  of  the  North, 
rthe  few  stone  houses  in  the  isl 
tin  School,  which  has  since  b 
It  is  now  the  property  of  Grii 
ider,  who,  having  retired  from 
ives  in  the  abode  of  his  ancest 
for  Iceland  against  the  ignora 
'  tourists.  It  is  said  that  Ham 
tal  of  Iceland,  like  so  many  of 

that  we  are  not ;  but  Reykja 
ir,  in  spite  of  her  more  favoun 
ind  bear  it.     Should  the  dream 

from  the  mines  of  Kriauvik  ( 
e  will  return  to  HamneQorS, 
xport  of  that  mineral. 
Han  skies — for  the  rain  of  J 
Eal  summer  weather — Burton 
ng  out  of  the  harbour,  across 
e  North.  And  here,  for  the  g 
id  from  extortionate  stewards 
it  us  mention  that  this  nine  d 
use  Burton's  words,  *  the  chea] 
lars,  or  U.  each  way  for  fare, 
f  13*.  a  day,  including  stewn 
e^an  ale  and  Creaeva  ad  libit. 

food  and  '  cooking  excellent, 
jtless.'  From  this  it  is  evident 

Iceland  for  comfort  on  board  s 
th  Burton,  will  re-echo  Thacker 
rho  is  supposed  to  rule  the  wa 
tie  more  attention  to  her  cuis 
e  comforts  alone  that  Burton 
Sigurdsson.'     It  was  to  see  sc 

he  saw  it,  though  from  a  dista 
:   of  the   Faxafirth,  they  desc 

boe  district  of  the  BorgarE 
-g,  tne  abode  of  the  famous  I 
my  of  Norwegian  kings   and 
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friend  of  the  great  Athelatane  of  England.  Captun  Bnrto 
sees  with  hie  ejes  as  well  as  moat  traveller,  but  he  ia  qui 
right  in  saying  that  they  strained  their  eyea  in  vsin  to  catch 
Bight  of  Baula,  the  great  trachyte  hill,  which  rises  in  a  gre 
grey  mass  3,500  feet  above  the  surrounding  country.  Tht 
might  have  seen  Eldboi^  the  '  Fireburg,'  tl^t  strange  limpe 
shape  crater,  which  rises  like  a  bubble  out  of  the  lava-^treai 
which  in  prehistoric  times  flowed  fiercely  down  Hitard&l 
Then,  as  they  near  Sniefells  Jokull,  at  the  end  of  the  long  pi 
ninaula  which  forms  the  western  arm  of  the  Faxafirth,  the 
sight  the  Budarklettir,  a  range  of  hills  which  forms  the  ridge  < 
the  peninsula,  and  remind  the  traveller,  in  their  jagged  bristlit 
crests,  of  the  hills  near  Loch  Cnruisk  in  Skye.  Close  undi 
Sntefell  lies  Stapi,  famous  for  its  basaltic  caves  and  coIudid 
which  are  on  a  grander  scale  than  those  of  Staffs,  only  there  ai 
as  yet  no  Hutchinson's  steamers,  bringing  hordes  of  travelle 
to  stare  at  them.  Perhaps  their  day  may  still  come.  No 
they  were  close  under  the  great  Snowmountain,  on  which  the 
had  so  oflen  gazed  at  Reykjavik,  and  could  observe  its  prec 
pices  full  of  crevices,  and  its  twin  peaks,  which  one  or  tn 
travellers.  Sir  Henry  Holland  among  them,  have  thought  the 
had  scaled,  but  which  Burton  thinks  are  still  both  of  the 
vii^n  to  the  mountaineer,  recommending  them  to  Alpii 
climbers  as  nute  hard  to  crack.  Perhaps  the  day  is  not  distai 
wheo  adventurous  Englishmen  will  scale  them  as  easily  i 
"WTiymper  did  the  Matterhom.  Next  they  doubled  the  pp 
montory  at  Ondverdames  and  were  in  the  Broadfirth,  wil 
its  wide  waters  and  countless  islands.  Shortly  after  they  ra 
into  Olafsvik,  and  found  hospitality  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Clai 
sen,  a  returned  Australian,  who  has  hie  eyes  open  'to  auriferoi 
'  quartz  reefs,  to  large  deposits  of  iron,  and  to  other  miners 
'  in  his  native  island.'  From  Olafsvik  they  went  along  tl 
shore  to  Stykkisholm,  another  trading  station,  where  Burb: 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Thorlacius,  a  veteran  meteorologi 
well  known  to  the  writers  of  the  Journals  of  18C1  and  186S 
but  then  they  were  not  as  '  barbarians  to  one  another,'  for  tht 
could  converse  with  him  in  Danish  and  Icelandic.  Need  « 
say  that  Burton  set  out  while  the  steamer  halted  to  seek  tli 
offering  stone   of  Thor's  temple  near  Helgafell,  t 

disappointed  like  the  travellers  of  1662,  who  sou^  i 

vain.     It  is  perfectly  true  that  stones  were  sho'  p 

as  to  Burton,  as  the  veritable  victim  stone,  but  i  a 

answered  the  conditions ;  and  so,  in  all  probability 
destined  to  mock  future  tourists,  like  an  ignis  fatu  *< 

now  there,  but  long  since  perished  and  passed  awt 
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Bat  we  must  hastea  on.  From  S^kkisholm  the  steam< 
)t  across  the  bay  to  Flatey,  famous  for  its  magnifioei 
anuscript,  now  one  of  the  gloriee  of  Copenhagen,  but  coi 
ning  some  of  the  worst  texts  ever  written  of  the  Saea 
len  they  steamed  on  to  the  North-west  Firths,  affordui 
ne  of  the  finest  scenery  in  Iceland,  and  ran  into  Eyri  i 
ifirth,  of  which  Mr.  Shepherd  has  written  so  interesting  s 
»unt.  Thence  they  doubled  the  Horn  or  North  Cape  i 
I  north-western  extremity  of  the  island,  and  running  aloe 
it  ironbound  shore  where  Swan  the  wizard,  mentioned  i 
ala,  once  abode,  they  made  their  way  to  Bordeyri  in  tl 
ma6ot,  and  after  a  stay  pushed  on  to  Grafaros  in  the  Skagi 
h,  which  was  the  farthest  of  their  progress  north.  Thi 
B  on  July  2nd,  and  on  the  6th  the '  Ion  Sigurdsson '  was  sa: 
;k  at  the  capital ;  and  so  this  pleasant  expedition,  favours 
the  whole  by  fine  weather,  came  to  an  end. 
All  this,  however,  was  but  beating  about  the  bush,  bo  f( 
real  Icelandic  travelling  was  concerned.  Standing  on  tl 
^  of  a  steamer,  with  constant  food  in  the  cabin,  is  certainl 
asant,  but  it  is  not  the  way  to  see  the  island.  On  horsebacl 
1  horseback  alone,  is  that  task  to  be  accomplished.  If  v^ 
re  inclined  to  quarrel  with  Captain  Burton  it  would  be  ft 
!  contempt  which  he  expresses  for  our  old  friends  the  Geys 
1  Hekia,  visits  to  which  he  invariably  calls  '  cockney  tnpf 
is  clear,  however,  that  as  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Geys 
.t  it  does  not  gush  out  above  a  given  height,  nor  any  blam 
Hekla  that  it  is  not  much  over  4,000  feet  high,  the  cocknej 
n  of  a  trip  to  them  must  consist  rather  in  the  character  ( 
!  tourists  who  visit  them  with  exi^gerated  notions  of  the! 
gnitude  and  importance.  No  doubt  many  cockney  touris 
'e  us  with  their  record  of  the  difficulties  of  the  nde  to  tl 
mannagi^,  of  the  precipitous  descent  of  that  great  rift,  < 
:  glories  of  the  Great  Geysir,  and  of  the  steep  ascent  1 
ikla.  Let  these  exaggerations  be  visited  on  the  heads  of  thoi 
0  never  knew  what  rough  riding  was,  who  were  ignorant  ■ 
:  Burefootedness  of  Iceland  ponies,  and  to  whom  Hekla  wi 
!  first  mountain  they  had  ever  ascended.  Call  them  cocl 
ill,  but  do  not  gibbet  the  wonderful  plain  of  tb 
strange  natural  phenomenon  of  the  Geysirs,  as 
dscape  to  be  seen  from  the  hrow  of  Hekla  with 
minds  the  reader  of  Beulah  Spa  and  Richmon 
itain  Burton  found  the  '  trip '  easy  bo  much  tl 
1 ;  easiness,  as  he  himself  afterwards  found, 
'  the  characteristic  of  Icelandic  travel,  of  whic 
Illy  said,  '  if  a  man  does   not  mind   being  coi 


236  Iceland  and  its  Explorers.  Ja: 

'  Etantly  wet  through,  if  he  does  not  ohject  to  fording  rive 
'  where  his  pony  may  have  to  swim,  if  he  doea  not  care  if  I 
'  is   starved,   let  him  travel  in  Iceland.'     But   to  return 
Captain  Burton;    though  he   protested   against  the  cockni 
trip,  he  had  to  make  it.     Accordingly  he   and  his  friend,  W 
Chapman,  set  off  with  a  ham,  a  couple  of  sausages,  four  loar 
of  rye  bread  each  weighing   six    pounds,  snuff,  cigars,  ai 
pigtail  for  friendship,  small  change  for  5L,  and  lastly,  tt 
mighty  kegs  of  schnapps.     For  guides  they  had  a  man  ai 
a  boy,  and  eight  ponies  between  the  four.     Combining  bu 
ncss  with  pleasure  and  disdaining  the  beaten  tourist  roul 
they  determined  to  take  Krisuvik  with  its  sulphur  depos 
first,  then  to  make  their  way  across  the  country  to  Hek 
and   to  return  by  the  Geysirs  and  the  Thingfield.     On  Ju 
8th  they  started  from  the  capital  in  the  forenoon,  and  passi 
by  Hamnefirth  reached  Krisuvik  at  8.30  P.M.     We  refer  a 
readers  interested  in  brimstone  to  the  full  det^ls  on  the  depo;; 
of  that  mineral  at  Krisuvik  given  by  Captain  Burton.   We  ho 
that  both  these  mines  and  those  at  Hdsavik  in  the  north  will 
worked  at  an  immense  profit  by  those  who  now  possess  the 
If  so,  it  will  be  a  novelty  in  the  history  of  sulphur  in  Icelai 
for  we  believe  that  many,  from  the  Danish  Government  Aov 
wards,  have  touched  these  deposits  only  to  bum  their  finge 
From  Krisuvik  the  pair   pushed   on  south-east,  crossing  I 
Olfusd  and  Thjorsa  bj  ferries,  and  arriving  at  the  farm 
Kcefrholt,  under  Hekla,  on  June  12th.     On  the  morning 
the  13th   Captain  Burton  and  his  companion   ascended  I 
mountain,  escorting  the  Misses  Hope,  three  English   lad 
whom  they  met  accidentally  at  ha  foot.     The  ascent,  as  oth 
have   found   before   them,  though   they  did  not  call  He 
'  cockney,'  was  steep  but  easy.     The  recent  tourists  who  hi 
talked  of  ridges  on  the  summit  two  feet  wide  with   precipi 
on  eacli  side  of  several  hundred  feet  in  depth,  must  have  bi 
romancing.     We  are  glad  that  Captain  Burton  had  eyes 
the  summit  to  admire  the  view  over  the  great  plain  of  i 
'  Wrongwaters,'  and  out  on  the  desolate  regions  to  the  no; 
and  ea.4t.     Even  to  contemplate  the  various  s 
wliicli  for  thousands  of  years  at  intervals  of  fi: 
seoreil   its  sides   it    is   worth  while  to   ascend 
descent  was  made  in  three  hours ;  the  travelle 
their  fair  friends,  and  next  day  pushed  on  to  th 
ing  the  day  s  work  '  tlie  most  unpleasant  in  civ 
though  they  were  consoled  in  the  midst  of  it 
priest,  who  greeted  them  in  Latin  and  feasted 
ously.     Crossing  Uie  Wbite-water  (Hvit&),  whi 
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land,  they  reached  the  Geyeir,  after  ' 

P.M.,  only  to  End  tiiat  the  Great  Geysi 
on  calls  it,  the  day  before,  and  that  : 
ould  gush  again  during  their  stay.  Tb 
id  worse  happened  to  the  travellers  ( 
I  to  the  spot  they  beheld  the  eteam  of  a 

Geysir.  In  1862  the  same  party,  c 
lore  fortunate.  The  Geysir  guahed  ft 
me  and  all  delighted  at  the  exliibitioi 
king  that  this  want  of  politeness  of  th 
ing '  for  Captain  Burton  made  him  i 
'  in  his  account  of  this  great  natun 
probable  that  the  Great  Geysir,  if  th 
er  travellers  are  correct,  is  declining  in  th 
id  steam  and  consequently  in  its  height 

it '  gush,'  which  Captain  Burton  did  no 
;  only  at  the  magnitude  of  the  volume  ( 
iring  clouds  of  superheated  steam  whic 
lie,  '  the  Geysirs '  are  not,   as   Captai 

'gross  humbugs.'  He  predicts  the! 
lough  they  will  probably  survive  h: 
inciple  that  threatened  Gey  sirs,  lik 
long.  For  many  generations  we  hop 
Bssary  for  tourists  to  follow  him  to  th 
land  or  the  Yellowstone,  even  thoug 
enhanced  by  the  risk  of  being  eaten  b 
ed  and  slowly  roasted  alive  by  savag 
if  Captain  Jack's  successors. 

the  16th — thus  giving  the  veteran  ini 
repentance — Captain  Burton  started  ft 
ingfield,  which  they  reached  in  an  eas 
laptain  Burton  is  sceptical,  he  will  nc 
igvalla  Lake  and  the  Thingficld  hav 
en  the  two  gjfis  or  rifts  which  bound  th 
ads  the  Great  Rift  grossly  exaggerate! 
en  by  some  tourists,  but  he  admits  tb 

and  the  historical  interest  of  that  Fat 
1  about  which  so  many  spirit-stirrin 
itory  were  enacted.  Half-a-day  suffice 
lOon  of  the  1 7th  they  were  again  in  th 
rrily  back  to  Reykjavik,  which  the 
midnight,  finding  people  strolling  abou 

night.  They  had  been  away  ten  dayt 
len  much,  and  the  share  of  each  travelle 
2/.     After  all,  in  spite  of  the  rise  o 
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prices,  we  think  that  traTelling  in  Iceland  is  not  so  very 
pensive.  The  following  observation  of  Captain  Burton  on 
subject  is  very  much  to  the  purpose.  '  In  West  Africa  in 
*  day  on  the  Congo,  I  have  neen  asked,  for  simple  pennisf 
'  to  pass  onwards,  three  times  more  than  the  cost  of  a  tli 
'  months'  tour  in  Iceland.' 

But  there  still  remains  the  Vatna  JokuU,  without  a  sigh 
which,  at  least,  Burton  could  not  feel  comfortable  in  return 
to  England.     He  attacked  the  giant  both  by  aea  and  h 
employing  the  steamer  '  Diana '  to  carry  him  away  east 
Benifirth.     On  July  27th  he  embarked,  finding  the  Dai 
Post  Office  ship  by,  no  means  so  clean  and  comfortable  as 
'  Ion  Sigurdsson,'  and  favoured  by  tolerable  weather  they 
past  the  south-east  coast  and  the  Weatmen's  Islands.     On 
way  he  discusses  that  vexed  and  threadbare  question  as  to 
existence  of  the  Great  Awk,  and  comes  to  the  conclusion  t 
if  that  clumsy  bird,  for  whom  a  thousand  pounds  might 
offered  dead  or  alive,  exists  any  where,  it  must  be  in  Gre 
land.     In  this  we  are  assured  Captain  Burton  is  mistali 
The  Great  Awk  was  never  found  very  far  north.     It  ■ 
very  rare,  for  instance,  in  the  north  of  Iceland ;  and  thii 
probably  why  it  is  extinct,  while  the  Great  Northern  Di 
and  other  birds  flourish,  because  they  betake  themselves 
those  Arctic  solitudes  to  breed,  undisturbed   by  man. 
are  inclined,  therefore,  to  give  up  the  Great  Awk  with 
same  resignation  as  we  regard  the  Dodo.     Both  are  gone,  i 
let  us  make  the  most  in  tbe  more  recent  case  of  the  skelet 
and  eggs,  which  still  remain  to  us.     But  this  is  not  a  trea 
on  ornithology  :  let   us  hasten  on  to  Berufirth.      Landing 
Djlipivogr  (Deepvoe)  in  the  bight  of  the  Firth,  Captain  B 
ton  parted  from  Mr.  Chapman,  and  threw  in  his  lot  with  1 
Lock,  the  concessionist  of  the  north-eastern   sulphur  mii 
who  was  bound  for  the  M^vatn  district,  in  which  those  mi 
lay.     The  route  would  lead  Burton  close  to  the  Odada  Hta 
the  great  lava  waste  which  borders  on  the  unexplored  Va 
JokuU.    After  some  days'  delay  the  party  started  on  July  3C 
not  under  the  moat  happy  auspices.     Pirst  of  all  their  ga 
Gisli,  according  to  Captain  Bur 
whose  one  virtue  was  temperan( 
worthless.     Then  they  had  nine 
broken — a  great  mistake,  as  th 
away.     Mr.  Lock  misses  his   c 
money  and  papers ;   and  the  baj 
hours  as  in  a  year  of  railways, 
a  highhanded  way  of  compelling 
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itii  no  Donsense.'  Certtunly  not  t) 
rtable  travelling  in  Iceland,  where  tl 
•A  gently,  just  as  much  as  their  horse 
rty  Btarted,  and  by  August  3rd  hi 
^eofstad,  where  they  had  a  review 
iir  unruly  nineteen  horses  to  sixtee 
ruides,  mended  their  packaaddles,  ai 
1  a  student  of  Bessastad.  So  th( 
catching  a  sight  of  the  Yatna  Joku 

Jokult  river,  in  a  cage  or  lidless  bo 
I'er  and  so  reached  MoBrudalr,  one 
ind,  on  August  4th.  Here  they  we 
by  Sigundr  J6n8B0Q,  the  whitebeardi 
ber,  was  equally  kind  to  Mr.  HoUanc 
[  the  river,  opposite  to  the  farm,  U 

which  rises  Herdubreid  'the  broa 
d  that  again,  south-east,  stretches  th 
I.  Reserving  his  final  attempt  for  1 
I  on  for  Myvatn,  which  they  reach< 
n  the  6th,  pulling  up  at  Reykjahli 
■  that  ilk. 

tn  is  commonly  described  by  travelle 
le  most  pictiuresque  and  wonderful 

lake  of  the  purest  blue,  studded  wi 
'  a  savage  and  dreary  region,  showii 
volcanic  action.     The  journals  of  t 

on  the  lake  from  the  north-west  end 
Ewross  it  to  Reykjahhd,  show  that  thi 
B  scenery,  and  yet  they  were  most 
t  then  they  were  earlier  in  the  yei 
Captain  Burton  was  not  favoured 
nder  the  influence  of '  a  dull  grey  sk 
er  pot,'  saw  M^atn  in  anyuiing  b 
nd  shoots  over  the  '  ugly  puddle,'  a 
he  abuses  his  predecessors  for  talk! 
ealth  of  the  district ;  and  yet,  ode 
e  *  found  defunct  chicks  at  every  f 
:«  is  an  Icelandic  proverb  which  sa; 
I  far  from  the  tree.'  Captain  Burt 
at  where  there  were  many  dead  chic 
a  corresponding  number  of  old  bir 
t  there  were  no  midges,  from  which  1 

their  names.     The  veils  which  he  a 

with  them  were  useless,  and  for  a  t< 
t  the  midge  season  is  over,  the  travel 
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may  see  th»r  defiiDct  bodies  in  the  va 
pestilent  on  land.  Their  reign  is  over  fo 
traveller  vh.o  visits  M^vatn  when  the 
Btiog,  in  June  for  instance)  will  find  t1 
were  in  the  days  of  Yiga  Skuti,  the  fami 
Skutustadir  taJces  its  name.  He,  when 
an  assaesin  hired  to  take  hie  life,  bount 
and  carried  him  to  one  of  the  islete  off  hi 
him  till  he  was  stung  to  death  hy  the  mid] 
was  only  three  days  at  M^vatn,  and  dev 
pally  to  exploring  the  wealth  of  the  distrii 
sulphur  deposits  which  abound  in  the 
through  his  book  we  find  there  is  a  atronj 
as  if  Krisuvik  and  Hijeavik,  the  two  rivi 
not  the  Vatna  Jokull,  after  all,  were  1 
visiting  Iceland.     First  he  sought  the  L< 

fronounced  Krabia,  under  the  guidance  c 
'iiav  Jonsson,  the  burly  farmer  of  Re] 
to  all  travellers,  a  man  whose  reputatic 
improve  with  years.  The  party  of  186! 
lived  !n  their  tent  and  did  not  disturb  hi 
ments,  found  him  a  man  of  middle  life,  tal 
worded  and  boastful,  and  more  a  farceur 
He  was  astonished  to  hear  Englishmen  lili 
because  fresh  fish  was  so  very  unwholeso 
them  to  this  very  Krafla,  got  a  bad  fall  w 
and  bragging  in  the  dust.  For  the  res 
fellow,  but  then  he  was  probably  restraii 
pensitiea  by  Grimur  Thomsen,  who  was  b 
the  Magister  Equitum  of  the  party.  Sine 
have  complained  of  Big  Peter  and  his  < 
last,  not  least.  Captain  Burton.  When  fa 
turned  from  a  long  ride  on  August  7tb 
panions,  the  Lfocks,  pitching  their  tent, 
them  in  Peter's  house ;  and  the  reason  for 
in  the  'lubberly  sons  and  surly  daught 
nothing,  and  meddled  and  interfered  with 
the  fatner,  he  '  lost  no  time  in  deserving 
'  he  has  gained  from  a  generation  of  trave 
'  asking  three  dollars  to  he  paid  down  for 
'  four  dollars,  the  hire  of  four  labouring  i 
'  the  Fremrinfimur,  and  the  manner  was 
'  the  matter  of  the  demand.  His  parting 
'  men  of  its  kind.  It  is  only  fair  to  statf 
'  name  throughout  the  island.'     Perhaps 
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is  painted.  Big  Peter  might  eay 
A,  like   travellers   everywhere  else, 

horses  and  hay.  As  guides  are 
\y  too  must  be  paid  for,  and  paid  for 
I  an  important  person  as  Peter  is 

and  his  farm  work  for  a  whole  day. 
to  Krafla,  Captain  Burton,  still  on 
ho  Fremrindmur  with  another  guide, 
1  to  pay  four  dollars;  and  after  a  long 
s;  and  returning  from  those  sulphur 
le  inquiry  being  that  '  the  mass  of 
s.'  In  this  expedition  Captain  Bur- 
a  hill,  of  the  Great  Desert,  called 
ih  the  travellers  of  1861  had  a  better 
!   across  Sprengisand  which   is  bor- 

the  south  and  east.  Its  area  is 
SO  square  miles,  and  on  the  nortb- 

Vatna  Jokull.  Most  picturesque 
mountiuns  like  TroUadyngja  or  the 
r  rising  sheer  out  of  the  waste.  But 
late  at  night  Captain  Burton  reached 
i  of  eight  hours  and  a  half  he  found 
lis  feet  did  not  recover  wai-mtb  till 

of  idleness  for  the  horses,  as  he  was 
^atna  Jokull  on  the  10th.  <  The 
und  more  threatening  than  ever ; '  but 
ss  for  Captain  Burton,  who  proceeded 
ur  district,  at  which  his  companions, 
ick  and  an  ancient  mariner,  called 
y  awkward  on  horseback  was  very 
beeu  prospecting  the  day  before.  AX^e 
re  too,  in  what  ia  said  to  be  the  richest 

was  conlenr  dejaune,  that  is  sulphur- 
ions,'  writes  Capt^n  Burton,  '  were 
spectacle  of  the  great  souffriire,  and 
ch  wealth  lying  dormant  in  these  days 
apital,  when  sulphur,  the  mainstay  of 
[lemietry,  baa  risen  from  4?.  \Gs.  to  7t 
:  Mr.  Alfred  G.  Lock  the  concession- 
y  years,  hoping  that  be  will  make  it 
:  that  it  must,  if  all  that  Burton  says 
One  great  advantage   the  M^vatn 

southern  rival,  and  that  is  an  easy 


242  Iceland  and  iU  E 

communication  to  the  sea  at  Hfi& 
British  seamen  have  given  a  very  g 

And  now  we  have  done  with 
Captain  Burton  into  the  Southei 
coui-se  Big  Peter's  lubberly  sons  < 
they  shrugged  up  their  shoulders 
student  Stephan  declared  pituitam 
for  an  Icelaitder.  Besides,  the  farn 
'  the  grassless  waste.'  At  last  *  o1 
lent  a  dummer  junger  named  Krisli 
'  reached  the  base  of  Herdubreid,' 
that  he  was  to  go  to  Herdubreiii 
own  horses  were  eight ;  one  carried 
visions,  which  were  not  luxurious,  a 
tins  of  potted  meat,  a  diminutive  ke 
for  bis  compimions,  Stephan  and  4 
hered  to  him,  and  was  glad  to  esc 
Mr.  Lock,  against  whom  he  had  a  g 
of  which  '  he  contrived  to  nobble 
'  and  he  tried  furtively  to  drive  o1 
To  Burton  he  did  ^1  the  harm  b( 
horse-shoe  nails,  pricking  the  horse 
delaying  the  proceedings.  On  Aug 
thirty-two  miles,  and  pitched  their  b 
the  Houth-west  lay  Herdubreid,  seen 
day  had  been  hot,  but  the  night 
morning  there  was  a  thick  white  fog 
on  the  assurance  that  Herdubreid  wi 
distant,  he  made  for  it,  determined 
Need  we  say  that  they  took  the  wrc 
of  two  hours  it  took  them  seven  to  i 
foot  of  which  they  only  stood  at  4.30 
hour  Kristian  'frequently  halted,  t 
'  "  Big  Peter,"  had  forbidden  him  fc 
'  outlaws,'  a  craze  of  men,  who 
hosts  of  outlaws,  '  might  at  any  mo 
Half  way  to  the  hill  they  left  the 
Skulk,  while  the  three  others  rode  o 
the  Herdubreid,  or  '  Broad-shoulder 
prominent  a  feature  in  that  desert,  if 
gonite  clay,  which  higher  up  becon; 
embedding  compact  and  cellular  bai 
ments.  '  The  base  is  fringed  with 
'  fallen  from  above,  and  above  these 
*  flying   buttresses  of  most   fautasti 
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en  cone  of  virgin  snow  Bweeps 
,ving  Kristian  in  chaise  of  the 
I  from  the  north-east,  with  the 
fell  had  scrambled  up  nearly 
long  the  pillars  and  buttresses, 
an.  Stephan,  who  '  walked 
s  Icelandic  brogues  and  stock- 
1  a  k'vr  minutes  his  feet  would 
lought  a  cou/oi>,  which  by  care- 
led  a  passage ;  but  here  a  new 
ig  darkness  and  numbing  cold.' 
le  leverage  of  frost  after  sun- 
nd  after  same  narrow  escapes, 
saved  his  head,  Burton  judged 
e  candle.  He  was  then  close 
been  impossible  to  reach  the 
over  an  unknown  field.  Des- 
ley  reached  the  spare  horses  at 
ffusion '  by  Gisli.  The  ponief 
to  the  tent,  so  they  bivouacked 
w  roots,  that  dwarf  plant  of 
growth  is  beneath  the  surface, 
the  poor  fellows  offered '  him 
,  a  bit  of  bread  and  sausage ; ' 
ngry  eyes  that  their  necessities 
[f  supperless  he  was  not  sleep- 
In  this  respect  Iceland  may 

iled  by  the  Broad^Shoulder, 
5,447  feet.  Burton  next  day 
t,  to  Mr.  Lock,  and  Kristian 
h  Gisli  to  Valtbeofstad,  which 
ime  for  a  bridal  feast,  at  which 
is  well  as  Lord  DufTerin,  and 
\i*  potatoribus.'  At  Valtheof- 
Sigurdr  Gunnarsson  of  Hal- 
le information  as  to  the  Vatna 
as  lately  burst  out  in  its  midst, 
ke  his  final  effort  to  reach  the 
or  never.  The  weather  was 
li  the  Skulk,  the  '  coat- biter,'  as 
I  fashion,  agun  tried  to  shirk, 
onies,  and  was  only  reduced  tc 
withheld.  With  '  slackness  ol 
ind  a  burt-feeliag  expression  ol 
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'  cnuDtenancc,  be  consented  to  go.'  Ac 
of  foul  play  with  the  bones,  he  waa  nei 
after  they  had  been  shod,  but  the  skulk 
'  showing  an  amount  of  appetite  wbicl 
'  with  starvation  if  they  lingered  in  tbe 
'  than  he  iiked.'  On  August  17tb  tbej 
Fljotsdale,  on  the  left  bank  of  tbe  stret 
riding  tbe  gorge  of  the  mountain  ton 
able  ;  they  left  it  therefore,  and  ascen 
Hei^i,  a  desert  tract,  and  after  fording 
to  Lauguri,  so  called  from  a  hot  spring, 
in  which  they  passed  the  night  in  a  co 
and  would  have  been  quite  happy  but  f 
morrow.  The  morning  of  the  18tb  ro8< 
and  intensely  diy  south  wind  from  off 
they  were  at  lost  approaching.  The  8 
over  treacherous  ground  full  of  crackS; 
be  turned,  as  they  were  too  wide  for  the 
cattle  ivere  confessedly  sorry  beasts,  qu 
and  the  result  was  frequent  falls  of  i 
were  now  under  the  eastern  flank  of 
hardly  remind  that  Iceland  is  rich  in 
meaning  of  '  snrofelL'  That,  too,  like 
Burton  foimd  to  be  palagonite.  At 
Thief's  gillstream,  and  after  a  halt  re 
the  fell,  and  on  ascending  an  eminenci 
that  instead  of  a  clear  course  onward 
now  immediately  in  front  of  them,  th( 
'  by  a  broad  and  apparently  shallow  la 
whether  this  expanse  of  water  was  ter 
the  recent  rains;  but  temporary  or  pi 
in  Burton's  path,  utterly  impassable  w 
one  side  of  the  party  was  the  crest  i 
other  the  unfordable  Jokull  ^i^■er.  i 
and  barred  in  front,  there  was  clearly 
Jokull,  and  Burton  had  to  content  1 
'  the  long  white  wave  of  the  Jokull, 
'below  spotty,  like  a  Danish  dog,'  b 
quaint  shape  of  Kverk,  and  other  big 
east.  At  2  p.m.  ihey  reached  their  fi 
and  then  striking  across  the  hdls  or  tail 
on  the  other  side  the  streams  which  flow 
Eastern  Jokull  river,  that  on  the  othei 
the  western  branch.  They  then  halted 
*  the  warm  western  exposure,'  and  fron 
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tssing  the  Hawk  river,  under  Goatfell 
aaintance  with  the  rotteii  ground  of  tb< 
ry  ponies  so  lost  their  tempers  that  the; 

rise  after  their  frequent  falls.'  Tb( 
ively  as  they  rode  ov^r  this  wild  region 

work  they  were  ag»n  cheered  by  thi 
ig,  and,  to  use  Burton's  words, '  agaii 
aying  on  such  plenteous  supplies  of  ho 
,hers  anored  and  slept.  Burton  stole  ou' 

the  dark  with  the  light  hours  ;  but  ii 
n '  the  moon  and  the  stars  seemed  U 
the  silence  and  solitude  so  weighed  hin 
jal  music'  within  the  hut '  was  a  positivi 

the  19th  a  vile  sea-fog,  much  to  th< 
up  the  valley  of  the  JokuU  river,  anc 
the  dreaded  '  Thoka '  or  mist,  which  b( 
Xot  so  black  but  quite  as  dense  as  t 
issible  to  stir  while  it  lasts,  especlallj 
ri.  on  which  our  party  now  stood.  Thii 
ler,  had  intended  to  spend  in  making  i 
"om  that  giant  height  to  prospect  thf 
peaks.  Tied  by  the  fog  he  could  onl} 
iectiug — 
prodire  tenus  si  non  datur  ullnt.' 

a  is  'chancy  as  Central  African,'  he 
slier  must  expect  to  he  the  sport  of  cir- 
id  his  control,  unless,  at  least,  he  can 
e.'  The  next  day  was  also  foggy, 
:o-nine,  and  finding  that  all  their  food, 
ill's  insatiable  appetite,  was  thoroughlji 
\A  given  for  a  retreat.  The  return  tc 
ly  accomplished,  and  Burton  took  a 
■arson  and  his  family,  who  had  sbown 
IVhen  he  left  the  priest  put  into  hie 
lich,  on  the  whole,  Burton,  in  spite  ol 
it  he  calls  the  humbugs  of  Iceland,  has 
of  paper  was  written — 'Opto  ubi  dt 
hene  rem  referere.'  Nothing  particulai 
n  to  Berufirth,  except  that  when  he 
!it  the  head  of  the  firth  on  the  after- 
he  ponies  were  too  fagged  to  go  on  the 
ton  therefore  chartered  a  boat,  in  whicb 
of  hie  friends  at  Djiipivdgr  after  sis 
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hours  of  mortal  weariaess,  landing,  too,  with  his  feet  dead  ft 
sitting  so  long  in  cold  water.  Sundry  glasses  of  ted-l 
toddy,  administered  medicinally,  soon  restored  him,  and 
turned  into  bed  '  well  satisfied  with  having  ridden  in  I 
'  days  from  under  the  very  shadow  of  the  Vatna  Joli 
'  to  the  eastern  coast.'  At  Djlipivogr  he  payed  off 
guides,  not  ivithout  some  passages  with  Giali,  who  sw 
on  his  return  that  he  had  been  engaged  for  nearly  twict 
much  as  had  been  agreed  on.  Altogether  the  amount  of 
expedition  was  forty-nine  dollars,  which  at  '2s.  2d.  each 
not  represent  a  very  formidable  sum.  There  was  a  li 
nervousness,  too,  as  to  his  return,  as  this  was  the  last  voy 
of  the  steamship  '  Diana,'  and  she  failed  to  appear  to  the  d: 
She  came  at  last,  however,  and  on  the  26th  Burton  reac 
Reytjavik.  On  September  1st  our  traveller  proceeded 
England  on  board  the  'I6n  Sigurdsson,'  and  as  he  steu 
past  the  eastern  coast  took  a  farewell  view  of  the  '  pale  g 
'  and  glittering  silver  of  the  Onefa  Jokull,'  which  forma 
eastern  or  seaiace  of  the  Vatna  and  Klofa  JokulLs.  Lin^ 
ing  for  a  while  in  the  Faroes,  Shetland,  and  Orkney,  c 
cerning  which  many  interesting  particulars  are  to  be  fount 
his  book,  Captain  Burton  reached  Grantonon  September  1; 
and  thus  completed  his  first  expedition  to  Iceland. 

During  tlie  present  year  he  has  revisited  the  island,  wl 
in  spite  of  its  hardships  exercises  a  strange  attraction  on 
travellers.    On  this  occasion,  too,  his  motives  were  mixed; 
returned  to  Iceland,  partly  in  the  sulphur  and  mineral  intei 
and  partly  to  report  on  the  extent  of  the  damage  done  in 
M^vatn  district  by  the  volcanic  eruptions  of  the  twolast  y€ 
We  believe  that  he  found  that  damage  very  much  exaggera 
OS  indeed  might  be  judged  by  the  desolate  nature  of  the  rej 
in  which  those  eruptions  took  place.     His  mineral  prospec 
was,  as  we  have  also  learned,  much  more  satisfactory.     In 
dition  to  the  sulphur  industry  we  are  now  to  have  compa 
or  a  company  for  extracting  silver  from  the  oalafTonite 
which  we  have  seen  is  the  motl 
one  shape  or  the  other  occupies  a 
Should  this  good  news   be  tru< 
of  capital  to  the   old  island  as 
habitants  off  their  balance.     Un 
were  to  offer  any  advice,  it  wo 
time  and  not  to  lose  all  by  gr 
sulphur  undoubtedly  is.     Let 
and  from  that  basis  proceed  to  i 
treasures.     At  present  it  should 
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ij  be  said  to  be  Kterally  in  the  air.  Tl 
al  which  are  now  wasted  ia  smoke  ai 
ght  and  sublimed  before  they  will  subsii 
No  doubt  the  royal  visit  to  Iceland  le 
which  the  Icelanders  now  enjoy  both  po! 
lUy,  have  given  a  great  impulse  to  nati' 
I.  Assisted  by  foreign  capital  the  fate 
eir  own  hands ;  it  will  be  their  own  fan 
i  harvest  which  nature  intended  for  t] 

take  leave  of  this  very  interesting  boo 
ich  the  author,  so  distinguished  for  tl 
as,  has  ever  j^ritten.  The  first  volume 
ials  for  the  history  of  the  island,  while 

the  laborious  accumulations  of  a  Grerms 
lary  English  writer.  In  that  volume  t! 
ytbing  that  he  can  require  to  know  i 
which  the  native  words,  with  a  few  ra: 
le  only  printers'  errors,  ai-e  spelt  ac 
:ision  quite  refreshing.  In  this  respe< 
rained  both  by  the  delay  of  three  yea; 

and  by  the  friendly  aid  of  two  Icelander 
r.  Gunnlogsen,  who  corrected  the  proo 
h  the  press.     We  have  already  indicate 

we  are  compelled  to  differ  from  Captiu 

believe,  in  the  first  plnce,  iu  his  panacf 
land.     He  thinks  that  the   increase   ( 

a  famine  unless  a  portion  of  the  peop] 
and  yet  in  the  next  breath  he  discusse: 
faction  proves,  the  existence  of  mineri 
"operly  worked  in  the  north  and  soutl 
nt  for  many  more  hands  than  the  poc 

inhabit  the  island  could  supply.  If^  th 
nd  other  mineral  treasures  be  true,  th 
3g,  not  from  an  excess  hut  from  a  defi 
>t  in  emigration,  but  in  capital,  do  we  se 
The  country  is  too  poor  to  make  road 
ich  would  open  up  vast  districts  of  th 
,ny  a  firth  and  stream  which  are  noi 
ms  of  communication.     Again,  many  o 

are  poisoned  with  wet  for  want  of  siropl 
imers  are  too  indolent  and  often  too  in 
With  improvement  on  these  point 
'esponding  increase  of  sheep  and  ponie 
;  from  its  undeveloped  minerals,  are  th' 
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munstay  of  the  land.  Until  its  eubtcrranean  riches  i 
TTOrked  Iceland  must  remain  a  pastoral  country ;  for  agricultui 
with  the  sole  exception  of  turnipe  for  the  cattle,  ia  an  ii 
dream.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  case  in  old  times  wb 
the  summers  were  unquestionably  hotter,  com  will  not  gr 
OS  a  crop  in  Iceland.  The  old  names  iu  '  akr,'  which  woi 
point  to  the  plough  and  bread,  should  be  blotted  from  the  map 
misleading.  In  her  wool  and  tallow  and  butter  Iceland  shoi 
behold  her  chief  treasures.  She  might  export  sheep  and  k: 
as  she  exports  ponies  for  the  British  mines,  but  she  ca&i 
cultivate  these  industries  because  she  is  too  poor.  It  is 
credible  that  a  scanty  population  in  an  island  consideral 
larger  than  Ireland  should  be  driven  to  seek  that  labour  ii 
foreign  land  which  lies  at  home  under  their  very  feet.  1 
hope,  therefore,  that  Iceland  may  not  be  depopulated  by  e) 
gration.  Let  her  sons  remain  at  home  and  make  the  iaU 
which  they  delight  in  calling  the  best  land  that  the  sun  shii 
on  in  reality  the  best  to  them  in  every  respect.  Where 
they  go  they  will  have  to  work — that  must  be  their  lesson 
life,  and  they  may  as  well  stay  at  home  and  work  as  q 
their  old  home  for  the  backwoods  of  America,  where 
winters  are  colder  than  their  own,  where  locusts  may  devi 
their  crops,  and  where,  moreover,  there  are  those  plag 
stumps  of  trees  to  be  grubbed  up,  an  evil  from  which  they  i 
be  certainly  free  in  their  old  country. 

As  for  Captain  Burton's  merits  as  a  traveller  and  expla 
in  Iceland,  the  story  of  his  expeditions  in  1872  conclusiv 
proves  two  points.     He  tried  to  accomplish  too  much,  and 
despised  the  natural  obstacles  of  the  country.     All  throi 
his  book  he  is  divided  between  two  purposes,  the  prospecting 
those  sulphur  mines,  and  the  exploration  of  the  Vatna  Joki 
The  last  of  these  alone  might  have  occupied  all  hia  tii 
Arriving  in  Iceland  very  early,  he  after  all  lingered  too  It 
about  the  capital  and  in  his  *  cockney  trips  '  to  take  the  fi 
against  the  gigantic  Jokull  in  full  force.     July,  and  not 
middle  of  August,  is  the  time  to  traverse  the  Odada-hraun,  i 
to  penetrate  into  the  vast  recesses  of  the  Vi 
08  we  write,  we  are  uncertain  whether  it 
as  Captain  Burton  conjectures,  has  beei 
by  that  adventurous  law-student  Mr.  Wb 
how  at  last  wont  of  daylight  hindered  Capi 
to  scale  Herdubreid.     In  July  he  would  1 
through  the  night.  Had  the  days  spent  on  i 
to  the  Vatna  Jokull,  Burton's  name  and  uoi 
have  been  associated  with  that  desolate  w 
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agun,  as  to  his  contempt  of  the  difficulties  before  him.  On  8i 
an  expedition  a  man  must  not  rush  off  on  the  spur  of  the  momi 
with  sneaks  and  skulks  and  cowards  for  his  guides,  and  with  so 
cattle  that  cannot  keep  their  feet  on  bog,  or  quicksand,  or  la 
Yet  of  this  character  were  both  Barton's  guides  and  hon 
He  seems,  indeed,  to  think  that  men  and  animals,  whether  ta 
or  wild  alike,  have  strangely  degenerated  within  the  last  fifb 
years  in  Iceland ;  but  we  are  atraid,  just  as  he  could  not  i 
the  game  where  other  travellers  have  seen  and  shot,  so  he  ' 
not  take  the  proper  pains  to  secure  either  strong  horses 
experienced  guides.  The  travellers  who  kept  tne  Joum 
of  1861  and  1862,  which  -we  have  quoted,  who  besides  1 
UBoal  cockney  trips,  rode  across  8prengisand  and  saw 
much  of  the  Odada-hraun  and  the  Yatna  Jokull  as  Capt 
Burttxi,  and  who  the  next  year  ascended  that  great  weddi 
cake,  the  Eyriks  JokuU,  and  rode  across  the  howling  wild 
ness  of  Twidsgra  to  the  west  firths,  aud  who  were  only  foil 
by  fog  at  the  foot  of  Western  tJntefells,  bought  the  best  hor 
they  conld  at  the  highest  price  then  paid,  both  for  th 
baggage  and  themselves.  Their  guides  were  men  of  t 
greatest  experience  and  courage,  whose  hearts  never  failed 
the  most  trying  circumstances.  Had  Burton  taken  as  mu 
pains  to  accomplish  his  object  he  might  have  been  successf 
As  it  was  he  fmled,  to  use  his  own  words,  because  he  despif 
bis  enemy.  Very  different  is  the  description  of  the  cav  Jca 
icross  Sprengisand  in  1661 ;  a  band  of  accomplished  horsemi 
led  by  Grimur  Thomsen,  driving  their  ba^age  horses  bef( 
them  at  a  hand  gallop  from  2  a.m.  till  late  in  tne  evening  wb 
they  reached  their  camping  ground,  having  ridden  more  tb 
^ghty  miles — very  different  this  from  the  unbroken  untrain 
t)rut^  and  the  lazy  skulking  guides  who  carried  Capti 
Burton  and  the  Locks  from  Djfipivogr  to  M^vatn  in  18' 
Dn  the  one  side  we  have  nothing  but  exhilaration  and  deUj 
u  the  horsemen  chased  the  moulting  swans  on  the  hard  sai 
vUle  on  either  side  the  edges  of  the  great  glaciers  sparkli 
n  t>in  sun,  reminded  the  student  of  history  of  those  bristli 
spears  which  glittered  like  a  glacier  in  the  sun  on  t 
ig  of  the  day  when  the  battle  of  Stamford  Bridge  w 
On  the  owier,  a  hang-dog  train  of  restive  stumbli 
dragged  on  by  surly  guides  who  resented  the  ov< 
;  ways  of  the  elder  Mr.  Lock,  who,  whatever  may  be  I 
as  an  owner  of  brimstone  mines,  must,  on  Captain  Bi 
■owing,  be  anything  but  pleasant  in  his  ways  of  deali 
le  natives.  The  traveller  in  Iceland  must  never  forget  tb 
7  step  he  deals  with  a  proud  and  sensitive  race.     Th' 
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care  little  for  strangers,  and  are  content  with  themselTes.  '. 
they  are  to  depart  from  their  waye,  they  muat  be  coaxed  ai 
treated  gently,  not  threatened  and  driveD.  No  surer  receipt  fi 
the  miBcarriage  of  an  expedition  in  Iceland  could  be  invent) 
than  a  high-handed  o£F-hand  method  of  dealing  with  the  inhal 
tante.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  '  rough  and  ready  '  is  a  got 
motto  for  travelling  in  some  countries,  but  Iceland  is  not  oi 
of  them.  There  tite  rule  must  be  '  fair  and  softly,'  and  if  tl 
be  never  lost  sight  of  the  traveller  will  not  only  find  hima 
*  far  on  at  the  end  of  the  day,'  but  farther  far  than  the  mi 
who,  Btartiug  with  poor  cattle  and  ignorant  and  cowaid 
guides,  loses  his  temper  and  tries  to  force  them  to  perfoi 
feats  in  wayfaring  which  they  could  never  be  expected 
accomplish.  And  nere  we  take  our  leave  of  Captain  Burtc 
who,  bold  traveller  as  be  is,  and  interesting  as  these  volun 
undoubtedly  are,  would  have  succeeded  much  better  in  his  d 
coveries  had  he  not  evidently  despised  both  the  natui 
obstacles  of  the  island  and  the  character  of  the  people. 


Art.  IX. — 1.  Acte  de  Concession  et  Cakier  des  Charges  po 
la  Construction  et  C Exploitation  du  Grand  Canal  Mariti. 
de  Suez  et  Dependances.     Signed  5th  January,  1856. 

3.  Statuts  de  la  Compagnie  Unioerselle  du  Canal  Mariti 
de  Suez.     Paris  et  Alexandrie :  1856. 

3.  Rapport  de  M.  Ferdinand  de  Lesseps  a  VAssembUe  Ge\ 
rale  des  Actionnaires,     Paris,  29th  July,  1875. 

4.  Documents  Diplomatiques.  Affaire  du  Canal  de  Stt 
Novembre  1875.  (Livre  jaune  depos6  k  I'AssemW 
Rationale.) 

6.  Histoire  du  Canal  de  Suez.  Par  M.  Fehdinand  i 
Lesseps.  1870.  [Translated  into  Englbh  by  Sir  Heni 
Dhummond  Wolff,  M.P.] 

6.  Entjuite  sur  la  Question  du  Tonnage.  Becueil  des  Doc 
ments.     1868,  1870,  1871,  1872,  1873. 

"^O  one  doubts  that  her  Majesty's  Ministers 
by  patriotic,  generous,  and,  as  they  tl 
motives,  when  they  took  the  prompt  and  unuav 
was  the  result  of  the  Cabinet  deliberations  o 
November.  A  vigorous  and  manly  act  of  poll 
of  the  British  Government  commands  at  once  t 
sympathy  of  the  nation  and  the  respect  of  form; 
suddenness  of  the  resolution,  the  boldaess  with  n 
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vM  on  themselves  a  great  responsibility,  the  acknowledgec 
iterest  we  have  in  the  independeace  and  prosperity  of  Egypt 
be  immenae  traffic  of  British  vessels  through  this  high  road  ti 
le  far  East,  including  both  our  Indian  empire  and  our  eatab 
shments  in  China,  and  the  impression  that  this  purchaBe  ha< 
xne  great,  though  uncertain,  bearing  on  the  Eastern  questioi 
I  Europe,  alt  contributed  to  reader  it  ])opular  throughout  th< 
ind.  On  the  Continent  a  feeling  of  sympathy  and  admiratioi 
as  roused  by  the  surprising  discovery  that  the  policy  o 
Ingland  was  not  altogether  sunk  in  indifference,  inertness 
ad  abstention  from  the  affairs  of  the  world.  An  air  o 
imonce  was  thrown  over  a  great  transaction  of  finano 
nd  of  trade;  and  we  can  readily  believe  that  the  meaeun 
as  not  less  welcome  to  the  fiery  imagination  of  th< 
rst  Minister  of  the  Crown  than  it  was  to  his  designs  as  i 
;ateamati  and  his  calculations  as  a.  politician.  He  saw  thi 
pportunity  to  strike  a  bargain,  which  he  conceived  to  b< 
ivourable  to  our  national  interests,  now  and  hereafter;  h' 
lought  that  it  would  redound  to  the  credit  of  his  administra 
on  at  home  and  abroad ;  and  with  a  spleodid  munificenc 
orthy  of  one  of  his  own  princes  of  fiction,  four  millions  o 
loney  were  placed,  with  Uie  assistance  of  a  great  Hebrei 
uiking-house  and  the  electric  telegraph,  at  the  disposal  of  th' 
khedive  of  Egypt  in  exchange  for  the  shares  he  neld  in  th' 
uez  Canal  Company. 

Aladdin  held  the  magic  lamp  and  used  it.     That  thb  extra 

rdinary  transaction  was  accomplished  within  a  few  hours  i 

isceptible  of  demonstration  from  the  facts  which  are  alread; 

efore  us.     The  Khedive  was  known,  early  in  November,  ti 

e  struggling  with  serious  financial  difficulties.     It  was  by  n< 

leans  certain  that  he  could  find  the  means  to  meet  the  pay 

lents  of  his  next  instalment  of  interest  due  on  his  floatinj 

ebt;  and  the  recent  example  of  the  Forte  warranted  an  appre 

ension  that  he  might  be  driven  to  compound  with  his  creditor! 

'gyptian  stocks  fell  rapidly,  and  the  credit  of  the  Kuler  o 

Igypt  was  at  the  lowest  ebb.     Under  these  circumstances  : 

;he  Egyptian  Government  on  the  12t! 

I  firm  of  A.  Dervieu  &  Co.,  to  a  syn 

Paris  to  sell  the  176,602  shares  hel< 

i^anal  for  92,000,000  francs  to  be  paii 

e  Khedive  guaranteeing  by  the  For 

t.  interest  on  this  sum  for  the  nineteei 

coupons  on  these  shares  have  beei 

to  the  Company.     This  proposal  wa 

1  11  per  cent,  was  reliised.     On  th 
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19th  November  the  Khedive  proposed  to  other  capitalists 
France,  not  to  sell  but  to  pledge  these  shares,  for  an  advaii 
of  85,000,000  francs  for  three  months.  This  proposal  al 
failed.  He  was  therefore  reduced  to  all  but  the  la^extremil 
and  the  terms  on  which  he  sought  temporary  relief  would  oi 
have  completed  his  total  ruin.  At  this  moment  Coloi 
Staunton,  the  British  ConsuI-G-eneral  in  Egypt,  appears 
have  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  embarrassed  Prince  witt 
su^estion,  which  the  Egyptian  Government  would  hart 
have  ventured  to  dream  o^and  we  suspect  that  the  concept: 
originated  in  the  arcana  of  the  Syn^ogue.  However  t 
may  be,  within  six  days,  the  British  Government  had  come 
the  relief  of  the  Khedive  in  a  far  more  liberal  manner.  C 
hundred  million  francs  were  placed  at  his  disposal,  and 
interest  on  the  purchase-money,  due  for  nineteen  years,  i 
reduced  from  10  or  11  per  cent,  to  five.  As  we  do  not  si 
pose  that  the  Egyptian  Government  was  n^otiating  sim 
taneously  in  the  two  countries,  we  must  conclude  that  this  p 
posai  reached  London  upon  the  failure  of  those  made  in  Pa 
and  that  the  British  Government  instantaneously  accepted  it 

No  one  will  complain  or  regret  that,  if  this  large  advai 
of  public  money  was  to  be  made  at  all  to  a  foreign  and  frieni 
potentate,  it  should  be  made  on  liberal  terms.  Great  Brit 
could  have  no  hand  in  a  speculative  or  usurious  contract.  F 
per  cent,  is  the  rate  at  which  money  is  lent  under  a  Gove 
ment  guarantee  in  India,  and  5  per  cent  was  all  that  could 
asked  or  required  here.  But  we  cannot  view  mth  equal  favi 
the  extraordinary  precipitation  with  which  this  decision  ^ 
taken.  It  has  been  said  that  this  was  inevitable,  because 
England  had  refused  or  hesitated,  there  were  other  par 
eager  or  ready  to  snap  up  the  shares.  That  remains  to 
proved.  We  doubt  it.  In  France  the  attempt  to  raise 
money  had  failed,  not  from  want  of  capital  but  from  want 
conBdence ;  and  we  still  more  question  whether  any  ot 
State  or  body  of  capitalists  in  Europe  was  in  a  condition 
November  25th  to  hand  over  4,000,000/.  to  the  Khedive 
a  few  hours'  notice. 

A  prompt  and  vigorous  "■»"'"»;""  " — '•*''■<  "••■-  --i™?".* 
when  it  is  taken  wiSi  a  tl 
the  fiicts  of  the  case.  Wi 
that  knowledge  ?  Hod  t 
peculiar  provisions  of  the  J. 
under  which  the  Company 
Had  they  certtun  and  accui 
condition  of  the  Company 
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ntly  in  preat  embarrassmeDte,  and  has  had  recourse  to  a 
ietv  of  financial  exnedients  to  meet  them?  Had  they 
;  liabilities  incumbent  on  all  the 
erprise,  and  henceforth  incumbent 
to  the  extent  of  nearly  half  the 
'  full  engineering  reports  before 
ition  of  the  Canal  itself  and  of  the 
*ent  and  prospective  expeDses  oJ 
In  working  condition  ?  Had  theji 
position  of  the  Khedive  and  what 
For  the  interest  of  4,000,000/.  foi 
0  very  nearly  4,000,000/.  more  i 
and  decide  the  very  complicated 
aal  law  and  policy  to  which  thit 
We  are  unable  to  answer  these 
the  vast  extent  of  the  information 
it  on  all  these  things,  we  should 
lulous  if  they  were  all  considered 
It  ia  not  for  us  to  conjecture  whal 
tossessed,  or  what  reasons  decided 
bey  took.  But  certain  it  is  thai 
ublic  are  still  at  the  moment  ai 
in  the  dark,  and  that  the  euthu' 
a  excited,  without  knowing  mtl 
hat  we  have  really  purchased,  oi 
e  acquired,  in  exchange   for  oui 

led  to  enter  a  strong  and  solemi 
ilinisters  have  adopted  in  not  call 
:  the  earliest  period,  in  order  t* 
hich  the  Government  proceeded 
lility  by  the  approval  of  the  grea 
obtain  a  constitutional  sanction  t 
ons  of  public  money,  unauthoriset 
We  do  not  presume  to  say  the; 
^atement  to  present  to  Parliament 
for  acting  promptly  and  secretly 
ise  and  the  interests  of  the  countr 
ter  their  case  and  the  sharper  tb' 
the  more  were  they  bound  to  la; 
liament  as  soon  as  possible.  No 
lonth  elapsed  between  the  siguiuj 
stmas  holidays.  Parliament  stoo 
fi.  It  might  easily  have  met  Th 
Act  was  suspended,  on  Novembe 


254 


Tkt  Suez  Canal 


Ji 


12th,  1857,  Parliament  was  Bummoned  to  meet  on  Decemb 
3rcl.  That  was  comparatively  a  very  small  occasion.  But  no 
when  one  of  the  most  important  decisions  has  been  taken  whi 
could  arise — unforeseen — iovolving,  perhaps,  a  great  cliaii 
of  policy — requiring  the  immediate  disbuTsement  of  an  eD< 
mous  sum  of  money  to  a  foreign  State — requiring  that  tl 
sum  of  money  should  be  raised  by  exceptional  means— creati 
new  liabilities  of  unknown  extent — and  urgently  demai 
ing  a.  iuli  and  unreserved  discusBion  of  the  whole  matt 
on  which  the  very  existence  of  the  Government  depends  ( 
the  approval  of  Parliament  is  of  course  indispensable  to  1 
contract),  no  attempt  is  made  to  obtiun  that  sanction  for  mi 
than  two  months,  and  the  proper  channels  of  official  infor 
ation  are  closed.  This  is  a  course  which  appeals  to  us  im 
highest  degree  unconstitutional  and  improper,  and  we  will  t 
impolitic,  for  the  sooner  the  whole  matter  was  explained 
the  country,  the  more  likely  would  the  country  be  to  takf 
favourable  view  of  it  Fortunately,  however,  the  Frei 
Government  have  been  much  more  communicative.  Tl 
laid  before  the  I^ational  Assembly,  without  the  loss  of  a  d: 
a  volume  of  papers  which  throws  considerable  light  on  th 
transactions ;  and  with  the  assistance  of  these  documents  i 
of  the  oMci^  Reports  which  we  have  prefixed  to  this  arti 
we  shall  endeavour  to  find  an  answer  to  some  of  the  questii 
which  naturally  occur  to  our  impatience  and  our  ignoran 
Before  we  enter  upon  these  details,  however,  we  shall  venti 
to  make  one  or  two  general  observations. 

It  will  not  be  disputed  that  it  is,  as  a  general  rule,  contn 
to  a  wise  policy,  and  peculiarly  inconsistent  with  the  policy 
this  country,  for  the  Government  or  the  State  to  take  a  dir 
part  in  any  joint^stock  company  or  commercial  enterprise, 
very  strong  case  of  necessity  or  of  public  advantage  must 
made  out  to  justify  such  a  departure  from  a  sound  and  es 
blished  principle ;  and  we  are  far  from  saying  that  such  a  ci 
may  not  be  made  out  in  the  present  instance.     But  the  obj' 
tions  to  this  species  of  association  with  a  trading  concern  i 
greatly  increased  when  the  company  is  a  foreign  one,  in  wh 
we  only  hold  a  partial  interest,  our  co-shareholders  being 
another  nation,  or  rather  of  several  other  nations,  with  soi 
interests  distinct  from,  and  possibly  € 
still  more  when  the  locus  rei  sittB,  ai 
actual  property  in  which  we  have  pi 
is  in  a  foreign  country,  subject  to  un 
foreign  potentate,  and  over  which  her 
trol.     On  the  contrary,  that  foreigi 
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«  hud  in  which  the  property  is  sitaated,  has,  in  fact,  leg 
ithoritj'  and  control  over  tts,  so  far  as  that  property 
mcemed.  We  are,  pro  tanto,  his  subjects,  and  have  free 
our  own  accord  contracted  a  new  and  peculiar  relati< 
wards  him.  M.  de  It^muBat  pointed  out  in  an  excellei 
spatch  of  May  5th,  1873,  that  '  although  the  Suez  Can 
ras  originally  a  French  undertaking,  which  has  becon 
mivers^  from  the  intereste  engaged  in  it,  it  has  alwa\ 
been  and  remains  Egyptian  by  the  law  which  governs  i 
France  pledged  berseli  to  respect,  as  a  principle  of  public  la 
tnd  a  safeguard  of  this  great  enterprise,  the  foreign  sot 
■eignty  under  whose  protection  it  is  placed,  and  which  is  sole 
competent  to  decide  questions  of  jurisdiction  over  it.'  It 
tally  impossible  for  us  to  impugn  this  principle.  We  hai 
therto  dways  contended  loudly  for  it.  But  though  priva 
Iventurers,  who  embark  their  capital  in  a  foreign  country,  mi 
iry  fairly  pledge  themselves  to  an  implicit  obedience  to  tl 
w  of  the  land  and  the  authority  of  the  ruler,  whatever  th« 
ay  be,  it  may  prove  embarrassing  for  the  Queen  of  Englan 
representing  a  large  amount  of  shares,  to  hold  them  subje 
the  laws  and  authority  of  the  Khedive  of  Egypt.  Nor  is  tl 
1.  The  authority  of  the  Khedive  himself  is  limited ;  abo' 
m  is  the  Sultan ;  and  the  British  Government  has  always  mo 
renuously  maintained  that  with  reference  to  the  Canal, 
ell  as  in  all  territorial  rights  over  Egypt,  the  Sultan  is  par 
ounL  The  recent  negotiation  with  reference  to  the  methi 
'measuring  the  tonnage  of  ships  passing  through  the  Can 
as  referred  to  Constantinople,  ana,  to  M.  de  Lesseps'  gre 
ssadsfaction,  it  was  decided  there.  Therefore  we  are  hoi 
g  a  property  subject  to  a  double  superiority  of  the  Khedi' 
id  the  Forte.  The  answer  to  this  difficulty  resolves  itse 
e  shall  be  told,  into  a  question  of  political  in^uence.  But 
ir  eyes  this  only  increases  the  evil,  and  we  shall  present 
ive  to  inquire  what  the  amount  of  political  influence  is  th 
'    1  to  the  purchase  of  shares  in  a  tradii 

es  of  political  influence,  so  acquired,  we 
ie  jealousy  of  foreign  nations.  But  tl 
hail  disnuss  very  summarily.  Foreij 
on  whatever  to  be  jealous  of  what  i 

not  believe  that  any  jealousy  is  felt  1 
i  of  them  would  accept  our  barg^n  i 
othing   can  be   more   absurd  than    tl 

certain  foreign  journals  that '  Englai 
id  has  *  given  the  signal  for  the  partitii 
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*  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.'  Other  countries,  indeed,  Tiewii 
or  pretending  to  view  the  purchase  of  these  shares  as  a  measn: 
dictated  by  political  rather  thau  commercial  motives,  migl 
take  note  of  it  and  use  it  for  their  own  purposes.  The  Sulti 
is  insolvent :  would  it  suit  the  purposes  of  Russia  to  purcha 
for  a  handsome  sum  a  commanding  site  on  the  Bosphonii 
Dr.  Strousberg,  one  of  the  Jacks-o'-the-beanatalk  of  mode: 
finance,  held,  we  believe,  a  concession  from  the  Belgian  G 
Temment  of  lands  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Scheldt,  oppoei 
Antwerp,  where  he  proposed  to  erect  a  town.  Would  it  8i 
the  P<ty»  des  milliards  and  its  mighty  Minister  to  relieve  £ 
Strousberg  from  hi^  embarrassments  by  purchasing  from  hi 
one  of  the  most  important  positions  in  Western  Europi 
These  are  merely  wild  hypotheaes — gorgeous  dreams  of  Aln 
—but  we  hazard  them  to  show  that  the  example  we  shon 
set,  if  our  object  had  been  to  purchase  four  millions'  worth 
political  influence  in  Egypt,  might  be  turned  to  inconvenie 
purposes  elsewhere. 

Next  to  the  Khedive,  it  is  to  the  French  shareholders  ai 
interests  in  the  Canal  that  a  signal  service  has  been  rendere 
The  value  of  their  property  instantly  rose  in  the  market.  I 
stead  of  a  bankrupt  partner  from  whom  no  financial  ud  cou 
be  expected,  they  suddenly  find  themselves  associated  wi' 
the  richest  country  in  the  world,  which  has  the  Btronge 
motives  to  promote  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  and,  in  ia( 
must  now  do  so  at  any  cost.  England  herself  shares  tht 
liabilities,  and  allies  lierself  in  the  closest  manner  with  t] 
French  capitalists  and  adventurers,  who  have  thus  far  carri 
on  the  work  gainst  a  thousand  obstacles,  including  the  ca 
tious  opposition  of  England  herself.  The  language  of  M.  < 
Lesseps  on  this  point  is  extremely  sensible  and  dignifie 
He  had  sought  from  the  first  to  induce  England  to  take 
large  share  in  this  undertaking.  He  always  foresaw  and  i 
serted,  as  we  well  know,  that  English  commerce  would  be  t 
greatest  gainer  by  it.  England  was  incredulous,  suspiciot 
and  hostile :  she  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.*     M.  ' 

•  Exactly  twenty  years  ago,  in  January  1) 
the  concession  of  that  year  was  signed,  we  pt 
project  of  the  Suez  Canal,  which  is  not  even 
ciii.  p-  235).  We  had  heard  from  M.  de  Lef 
support  of  tbe  scheme,  and  we  arrived  at  the 
would  cost  two  or  three  times  as  much  as  he 
not  be  available  for  sailing  ships ;  and  that 
millions  of  tons  of  shippiag  would  pass  thr 
was  grossly  exa^erated.     Hence  we  conclu( 
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toreign  shareholders  sell  their  coupons  to  the  Paris  bankers  or 
money-changers^  but  it  is  near  enough  for  our  purpose.  In 
round  numbers  about  35^000  shares  are  held  by  persons  who  are 
neither  French  nor  English.  We  have  therefore  to  deal  with 
a  considerable  amount  of  property  which  belongs  to  neither  of 
these  countries.  It  is  curious  that  neither  England,  Holland, 
Russia,  or  Germany  proper,  or  even  Austria  appear  in  this 
list 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  our  readers  some  of  the 
information  which  must  sooner  or  later  be  considered  by  Par- 
liament'; and  if  we  are  led  into  more  detail  than  we  could 
wish,  we  trust  that  we  sMI  be  pardoned  in  consideration  of 
the  importance  of  the  subject.  Without  this  detail  no  rational 
opinion  can  be  formed  on  the  question,  and  we  cannot  doubt 
that  Ministers,  before  they  took  their  decision,  had  completely 
mastered  it.  To  suppose  that  they  had  not  the  fullest  infor- 
mation before  them  would  be  to  impute  to  them  a  culfjable 
amount  of  levity  and  ignorance. 

The  Act  of  Concession  of  the  Suez  Canal,  which  is  now  in 
force,  was  granted  on  January  5,  1856,''^  by  the  Viceroy  of 
Egypt,  Mohamed  Said  Pacha,  to  his  friend  M.  Ferdinand  de 
Lesseps,  who  as  founder  of  the  undertaking  was  appointed 
Director  and  President  of  the  Company  ^b?-  ten  years  from  tlie 
opening  of  the  Canal.  M.  de  Lesseps,  therefore,  holds  his 
power  from  the  Khedive,  not  from  the  shareholders.  The 
capital  of  the  Company  was  to  be  eight  millions  sterling,  a 
sum  since  very  largely  increased  and  exceeded.  The  Pacha 
solemnly  declared,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty  the  Sultan,  that  the  Canal  should  be  always  open,  as  a 
neutral  passage,  to  the  merchant  ships  of  all  nations,  without 
distinction,  on  payment  of  the  dues.  The  maximum  rate  of 
charge  was  fixed  at  ten  francs  par  tonne  de  capacitcy  an  expres- 
sion which  has  since  given  rise  to  fierce  disputes.  The  con- 
cession was  made  for  ninety-nine  years  from  the  opening  of 
the  Canal,  with  power  to  the  Egyptian  Government  to  take 
over  the  stock  at  a  valuation  at  the  end  of  that  time ;  or,  if  the 
concession  is  renewed,  the  share  of  profits  payable  to  the 
Grovemment  is  to  increase  to  20,  to  25,  and  even  35  per 
cent.  Of  the  original  400,000  shares,  the  Viceroy  appears  to 
have  taken  nearly  half.  By  Art.  18,  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment reserved  to  itself  15  per  cent,  on  the  annual  net  profits 
of  the  Canal ;  and  by  Art  19,  10  per  cent,  is  appropriated  in 

*  A  first  concession  had  been  granted  in  1854,  but  nothing  inis 
done  under  it,  and  it  was  superseded  by  that  of  1856. 
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more  than  all  the  Buma  subscribed  or  borrowed  by  the  a 
holders  in  Europe,  and  one  of  the  causes  of  his  fisancia 
barrassments  is  the  pressure  to  which  he  has  been  Bubj 
to  assist  the  Company.  His  outlay  is  estimated  by  M.  De 
at  no  less  than  17  millions  sterling.  Yet  Egypt  Prope 
not  gained  anything  by  the  Canal  whatever.  The  coui 
trade  has  been  diverted  from  Alexandria  to  Port  Said.  I 
no  longer  break  bulk  ;  even  passengers  prefer  the  ship  i 
railway ;  and  no  interest  is  now  payable  to  the  Khedii 
his  large  investment.  He  was  induced  to  renounce  th 
terest  on  his  shares  for  twenty-five  years  in  order  to  i 
an  alleged  debt  of  1,200,000^  Irom  himself  to  the  I 
pany,  ^ich  he  had  no  other  means  to  pay ;  and  now 
obliged  to  make  good  the  interest  to  Great  Britain  on 
some  shares,  at  5  per  cent,  out  of  his  own  treasury, 
history  of  the  eurreuder  of  the  coupons  on  the  shares  f 
have  now  become  the  property  of  Uie  British  Grovemmt 
excessively  curious,  and  it  shows  to  what  a  frightful  e: 
tho  Khedive  has  been  squeezed  by  the  Company.  The  ( 
might  well  have  ruined  a  far  greater  State  and  richer 
M.  Dervieu  thus  relates  the  transaction : —  " 

'  His  last  great  sacrifice  for  the  bene^t  of  the  Company  was  th 
volving  the  cutting  off  of  25  years'  coupons  from  the  shares  tliat 
land  has  bought.     As  usual,  the  Companj  was  in  want  of  mone} 
conld  not  raise  a  penny  on  its  own  account.     It  therefore  enterei 
another  operation  with  the  Egyptian  Government,  whereby  it 
more  managed  to  get  that  Government  to  pledge  one  of  its  di 
bought  assets  iu   urJer  to  raise  further  cosh.      The  Company 
ilB  right  to  navigate  nnd  levy  tolls  on  the  Fresli  Water  Cana! 
power  to  make  which  it  Imd  previously  permitted  the  Khedive  W 
back  for  400,000i.,  interest  iiickned— it  ceded  the  right  of  Reki 
the  Suez  Canal  and  tho  lakes  it  traverses,  as  well  as  all  special  priv 
connected  with  the  working  and  maintenance  of  that  Canal,  an 
these  various  concessions  it  charged  800,000/.     FurthiT,   it  ced 
the  Government  fiir  another  4U0,0O0/.  all  the  cHtnblishnients  wh 
possessed  on  the  Iittlimu.*,  sucli  as  hospitals  i 
magazines  and  establishments  at  Ilouloc  and 
],200,00tl/.  nhicli  the  Khedive  hud  to  payor  to 
raise,  and  he  had  to  pay  interest  on  it  at  10  ]>er 
He  had  not  got  the  money  ;  and  a  fresh  loan  w, 
order  to  enable  the  Company  to  get  its  funds,  tl 
years'  coupons  from  his  phurcF,  beginning  with  1 
the  Ist  of  January,  1870,     This  iirmngement  w 
meetbg  the  obligation,  and  as  usual  the  Khodiv 


•  This  statement  appeared  in  the  money  i 
newspaper. 


w. 


The  Suez  Canal 


263 


Pam,  Twenty-five  shares  give  a  right  to  attend  the  gene 
fia/  jmeetiD*''  and  one  vote ;  but  no  shareholder  can  have  more 
]'Bi(iH  ten  votes,* 

He  net  profits  of  the  Company  are  to  be  divided,  but  the 
jneaning  app/fed  to  the  term  *  net  profits '  in  this  Charter  is 
jmhx.   It  signifies  whatever  remains  after  the  interest  of 
file  debt,  the  worhng  expenses,  and  the  interest  on  the  origi- 
nal capitalat  five  per  cent.,  have  all  been  paid.     But  as  £e 
turns  do  not  at  present  cover  these  three  items,  there  are  no 
t  profits  to  be  divided.     The  scale  on  which  they  are  to  be 
mnJed  is  as  follows : — 

15  per  cent,  to  the  Egyptian  Government. 
10  per  cent,  to  the  Founders. 
3  per  cent,  to  the  Directors. 
2  per  cent  reserve  fund  for  pensions,  &c« 
70  per  cent,  to  the  Shareholders. 
JmpoTtBnt  decisions,   such  as  additional  concessions,   fusions 
^'th  other  companies,  alterations  of  the  statutes  or  the  liqui- 
dation of  the  Company,  require  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  a 
meeting  of  not  less  than  fifty  members  representing  one- tenth 
of  the  capital  in  shares.      Organic  changes,  moreover,  are 
8u6ject  to  the  approval  of  the  Egyptian  Government.     The 
Company  is  a  *  Societe  anonyme,'  as  known  to  the  law   of 
f'rsLnce,  and  the  legal  and  juridical  seat  of  the  administration 
is  in  Paris.     The  Court  of  Appeal  in  Paris  is  to  decide  in 
Ae  Jast  resort  on  such  differences  as  may  arise.    Any  l^al 
ontention   touching  the  general   and  collective   interests   of 
ie  Company  can  only  be  urged  against  the  administration 
f  virtue   of  a  resolution  of  the   General  Assembly.     Notice 
ost  be  given  beforehand,  signed  by  ten  shareholders :  if  re- 
nted it   cannot  be  prosecuted  further  (Art  75).     This  last 
naarkable  article  evidently  seals  the  i)Ower  of  tho  managing 
ectors,  except  in  flap^ant  cases  of  abuse. 
All  credit  is  due  to  M.  de  Lesseps  for  the  vigour  and  ability 
h  which  he  has  conducted  the  affairs  of  this  Company  from 

Two  very  critical  questions  Avere  agitated  between  the  Khedive  and 
Company,  before  there  was  any  question  of  his  selling  his  shares 
t»-  The  one  is  whether  he  had  any  right  to  a  vote  in  the  General 
snat>ly  irf  consideration  of  the  shares  on  which  the  coupons  had 
n.  rcinounced  for  twenty-five  years,  which  was  disputed.  The  other 
C<?.s  to  the  mode  of  election  of  the  Administrators :  the  Khedive 
'^»  to  have  contended  that  vacancies  were  to  be  filled  up  by  tho 
»^oil  itself  and  not  by  the  General  Assembly.  Neither  of  these 
i.t;«  Vias  been  decided,  and  we  therefore  succeed  to  the  controversy 
^v-csTy  vital  matter  to  us.  The  Khedive  declined  to  submit  them 
t  F  rench  Court  of  Justice,  and  they  are  still  left  in  abeyance. 
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its  commencement  to  the  present  time.  It  owes  its  existence 
to  himself.  His  own  fortune  is  engaged  in  it.  He  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Pacha  to  be  the  special  president  and  manager 
for  a  period  of  ten  years,  four  of  which  are  still  unexpired;  and 
his  nearest  connexions  are  associated  with  him  in  the  direction. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  in  the  administration  of  tbc 
Canal  M.  de  Lesseps  is  autocratic,  though  environed  by  some 
constitutional  forms ;  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  he  has 
treated  as  a  sovereign  with  sovereign  States.  In  the  interests 
of  the  Canal,  we  do  not  believe  that  it  is  desirable  to  shake  or 
lessen  the  vast  powers  of  its  chief  administrator,  or  that  it  would 
be  easy  to  do  so,  even  if  it  were  desirable.  No  commercial 
enterprise  ever  had  a  more  capable  and  resolute  chief.  The 
whole  staff  and  the  great  body  of  the  shareholders  recognise 
him  as  their  undoubted  head.  But  in  what  position  does  this 
state  of  things  place  the  British  Government?  What  power 
or  influence  is  it  possible  for  them  to  acquire  or  exercise  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Company  at  all  commensurate  to  their  present 
stake  in  it  ?  They  may  attend  the  general  meeting  once  a 
year,  though,  imless  the  British  shares  are  split,  ten  votes  is  all 
they  can  boast  of.  But  is  England  to  be  represented  on  the 
Administrative  Council  of  twenty-one  ?  Still  more,  is  she  to 
have  a  voice  in  the  Executive  Committee  of  four  members  and 
the  President  ?  It  is  obvious  from  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
pany in  what  quarter  the  preponderating  authority  lies.  The 
Khedive  was  contented,  or  compelled,  to  acquiesce  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  French  Committee.  We  have  purchased  the 
Khedive's  pecuniary  interest  and  nothing  else.  The  country 
will  be  glad  to  learn  whether,  when  this  great  investment  was 
made,  any  conditions  were  proposed  or  agreed  to,  securing  to 
the  new  partner  a  due  participation  in  the  management  of  the 
Company. 

But  if  there  are  doubts  as  to  our  powers,  there  can  be  none 
as  to  our  liabilities.  We  are  henceforth  bound,  not  only  by 
the  general  commercial  interests  of  this  country,  but  as  share- 
holders, to  keep  up  tlie  Canal  and  to  seek  to  improve  it  M. 
de  Lesseps  points  out  with  great  cogency  in  his  Report,  that 
it  is  the  mterest  of  the  Company  to  raise  as  much  money  as 
possible,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  dividend  to 
the  shareholders,  but  of  improving  the  Canal  itself.  '  To  widen 
and  deepen  the  Canal  is  to  increase  the  facility  and  rapidity  of 
transit.  Already  in  the  single  month  of  tJuly  last,  ninety- 
nine  vessels  passed  through  it.  On  July  27th  last,  432  were 
announced  to  be  on  their  way  to  the  Canal  in  one  direction  or 
the  other.   Judgmg  by  tlieir  names,  two-thirds  of  these  vessels 
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are  several  methods  of  measuring  ships — none  uniform  or  sanc- 
tioned by  general  authority.  As  the  dues  on  ships  are  usually 
charged  by  the  ton,  it  is  the  interest  of  shipowners  to  employ 
as  large  a  measure  as  possible,  rather  than  the  true  measure. 
M.  de  Lesseps  contended  that  the  Company  was  defrauded 
by  the  official  mode  of  calculation,  and  he  accordingly  pro- 
posed to  adopt  the  British  system  of  gross  tonnage  measure- 
ment— upon  the  system  recommended  by  Captain  Moorsom 
— contending  that  the  true  dimensions  of  vessels  were  50  per 
cent!  larger  than  those  the  official  dimensions  commonly  give 
them. 

Although  we  have  before  us  all  the  papers  relating  to  this 
grand  dispute  about  the  tonnage,  we  cannot  attempt  within 
reasonable  limits  to  put  our  readers  in  possession  of  all  the 
details  of  this  complicated  negotiation.  But  we  will  endeavour 
to  explain  the  principal  facts.  Till  1873  the  Canal  was  not 
producing,  at  the  existing  rates,  enough  to  pay  the  interest  on  tlie 
debt.  In  1871  a  last  loan  of  20  million  francs  had  been  raised. 
Nothing:  more  could  be  obtained  from  the  Khedive.  From 
July  1,  1872,  the  administrators  of  the  Canal  declared  that  the 
toll  of  1 0  francs  per  ton  should  be  levied  on  the  gross  tonnage 
of  vessels,  not  on  their  net  registered  tonnage.  This  alteration 
would  at  once  increase  the  receipts  by  50  per  cent.,  and  make 
the  Canal  a  paying  concern.  At  first  this  change  was  not  ill 
received  by  our  own  Board  of  Trade.  An  official  letter  was 
written  to  M.  de  Lesseps  congratulating  him  on  his  adoption 
of  the  uniform  British  system  of  measurement,  which  the 
Board  of  Trade  conceives  to  be  the  most  accurate.  This  letter 
is  quoted  in  the  Report  of  1872.  We  think  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  the  tolls  should  be  calculated  on  the  real  measure- 
ment of  ships,  ascertained  by  a  uniform  rule,  and  not  by  any 
variable  form  of  official  declaration ;  and  we  believe  Captain 
Moorsom's  to  be  the  best  system  of  measurement.*  It  obtains 
in  this  country,  and  it  was  adopted  in  December  1874  as  the 
rule  of  measurement  in  France.     The  Canal  has  vastly  dimin- 


*  The  question  of  the  best  mode  of  measuring  ships  has  been  dis- 
cussed at  great  length  in  this  and  otlier  countries.  Unfortunately  no 
uniform  system  us  yet  prevails.  It  is,  wo  believe,  admitted  that  Cap- 
tain Moorsom's  method  is  the  best  for  ascertaining  the  gross  capacity 
of  a  ship ;  but  deductions  muct  be  made  for  the  machineiy,  coal- 
bunkers,  &c.,  to  arrive  at  the  net  registered  tonnage  of  a  ship.  What 
are  these  deductions  to  be  ?  They  are  obviously  much  larger  in  a 
packet  or  mail-boat  than  in  a  merchant  steamer  :  hence  the  result  that 
the  packet  would  pay  less  than  the  trader.  A  poll-lax  of  10  francs  is, 
however,  levied  by  the  Canal  on  passengers. 
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led  tbe  expense  of  a  voyage  both  in  time  and  in  the  ra' 
insuraace,  and  the  shipoirneFS  ought  to  pay  a  reasoaab 
ice  on  the  real  capacity  of  their  vessels.  But  ere  Iojj 
violent  oppOBition  manii'eated  itself  in  which  the  Frenc 
jmpany  of  the  Messagei'ies  Imperialea  took  the  lead,  Tl 
;ht  of  the  Company  to  put  this  interpretation  on  tl 
t'enteenth  article  of  their  concession  was  disputed.  Tl 
estion  was  tried  in  tlie  French  courts,  with  conflictic 
tults.  At  last  it  was  held  that  the  Company  was  at  an 
te  bound  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Sublime  Porte  1 
e  change.  The  Porte  at  first  approved  it,  but  aftenvan 
thdrew  its  consent,  and  referred  the  question  to  an  Inte: 
tional  Commission.  This  Commission  reported  at  last  i 
^our  of  a  qualified  and  temporarj'  augmentation  of  the  to 
about  3  francs  a  ton,  and  laid  down,  in  conclusion,  tl 
lowing  proposition : — 

'  That  no  modification  can  in  future  be  iiiti-oduced  in  the  conditio] 
transit,  vrhether  relBtiiig  to  lolU  on  mivigation,  or  (o  dues  for  towin 
i:horage,  pilotage,  &c.,  without  the  consent  of  the  Sublime  Fot-t 
licli  eDgag<:s  to  come  to  an  iinderGtandiug  with  the  Powers  principal 
Krested  before  taking  any  determination.' 

In  a  despatch  addressed  by  Khalil  Pasha,  then  Turkic 
inister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  on  December  25,  1872,  to  tl 
irkish  Ambassador  in  Paris  he  energetically  proteste 
ainst  the  assumption  of  jurisdiction  by  the  French  courts  < 
IV.  He  pointed  out  that  '  if  the  new  mode  of  levying  th 
oil  on  the  Canal  had  received  the  approbation  of  th 
sovereign,  an  Imperial  Firman  would  have  informed  ih 
mblic  of  it.'  He  quoted  the  sixteenth  article  of  the  firma 
1866  by  which  the  Sultan  ratified  the  previous  conceseio 
the  Khedive,  reserving  his  own  Imperial  jurisdiction ;  an 
!  ended  in  these  words : — 

'  Your  Excellency  will  ri>adily  comprehend  that  we  cannot  allow 
be  supposed  that  we  shall  allow  the  Company  to  withdraw  from  tl 
rie  :o  which  it  is  subjected  by  the  Act  to  whicli  it  owes  i 

ist  id,  conscqiiently,  tite  Imperial  Government  has  enjoinc 

on  ighnees  the  Khedive  to  invite  tlie  Company  to  conlbri 

ai  :tB  to  the  firman  of  concession  in  its  reladona  to  otlii 

rties.' 

TL-  -D — i.  _„*-j  yp  iQ  |},ig  principle  by  calling  together  n 
miseion  to  deliberate  on  the  question  ( 
ting  the  advice  of  that  Commission ;  an 
mperative  orders  to  the  Khedive  on  Apr 
forcible  possession  of  the  Canal,  if  M.  d 
in  his  attempts  tP  F^iet  the  new  tariff  < 
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dues.  Troops  were  moved  to  the  spot  under  the  orders  of  an 
American  officer,  and  on  April  29th  M.  de  Lesseps  gave  wav, 
under  protest.  He  denies,  however,  that  he  ever  threatened 
to  interrupt  the  service  of  the  Canal.  The  important  fact  to 
us  in  all  this  transaction  is  the  demonstration  of  the  fact  that 
the  supreme  })Owcr  over  the  Canal  resides,  not  in  M.  de 
Lessei)8,  nor  in  the  shareholders,  nor  in  the  Khedive,  but  in 
the  Sultan. 

On  the  9th  May,  1874,  immediately  after  this  occurrence, 
M.  de  Lesseps  wrote  the  following  note  to  Mr.  Disraeli : — 

*  In  concert  with  Due  Decazes  I  have  sent  to  London  the  Secretary 
of  the  Company  of  the  Suez  Canal,  M.  Marius  Fontanel,  undel:  the 
order  of  the  French  Embassy,  to  know  whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment is  disposed  to  leave  the  Ottoman  Porre  free  to  negotiate  an 
arrangement  with  reference  to  the  question  of  dues  on  the  Canal.  This 
arrangement,  which  appears  to  have  been  favourably  received  by  Sir 
Henry  Elliof,  was  proposed  by  the  Company  to  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment, in  order  to  terminate  the  disagreement  arising  from  the  violation 
by  armed  force  of  a  public  contract  as  to  the  terms  of  which  the  share- 
holdera  of  the  Suez  Canal  haye  maintained*  and  still  preserve  their 
rights' 

The  British  Government  replied  that  the  first  step  should 
be  to  place  the  representatives  of  the  Company  in  relation 
with  Colonel  Stokes,  one  of  the  former  British  Commission  on 
the  Tonnage  Commission.*  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  answer 
M.  de  Lesseps  wrote  to  M.  Marius  Fontanes  the  following 
despatch : — 

*  You  must  prepare  to  return  to  Paris,  for  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
allow  the  policy  of  England  to  suppose  that  we  will  negotiate  with  her 
or  allow  her  the  least  control  over  the  alTairs  of  the  Company.  Our 
only  law  and  rule  of  action  is  our  Act  of  concession  and  our  Statutes. 
AVe  are  a  private  Company  which  has  risked  its  capital  without  the 
guarantee  of  any  Government,  and  we  do  not  acknowledge  the  right  of 
any  State  to  take  a  part  in  our  administrative  affairs.  All  we  ask  is 
that  the  Porte  will  adopt  a  conciliatory  course  instead  of  one  in  which 
we  shall  end  by  gaining  our  point.  The  Porte  may  consult  England, 
the  French  Government  may  recommend  conciliation  ;  as  for  us,  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  diHcuss  with  England  the  expediency  of  any 
eventual  outlay,  which  we  intimatedto  her  in  order  to  prove  our  good 
iiiith  and  the  necessity  of  conciliation,  unless  we  are  to  continue  a  wur- 
Ijire  in  which  the  right  is  not  on  the  side  of  our  adversaries.  You  are 
not  to  engage  with  Colonel  Stokes  or  with  any  other  person  in  con- 
ferences which  would  appear  to  give  weight  to  the  desire  to  become  in 
fact  the  arbiter  of  our  affairs.     Ask  the  English,  who  approve  thein- 

*  Colonel  Stokes  has  jmjt  been  sent  out  on  a  mission  to  Alexandria. 
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tervention  of  their  Government  to  cut  down  the  lawful  profits  < 
private  enterprlae,  carried  OE  by  French  capital,  what  they  would 
if  our  Government  tvere  to  Bltempt,  by  diplomatic  means,  ta  dlmii 

the  income  of  a  private  company  fonnt'd  by  British  capitalist^.' * 

We  presume  that  these  remarks  would  not  now  be  mi 
and  that  M.  de  Lesseps  would  not  contend  that  the  Brii 
Government  is  not  to  hnve  the  least  aontrol  over  the  alFair 
a  company  in  which  British  capital  is  so  largely  interest 
and  England  herself  Stands  as  a  shareholder  in  the  place  of 
Khedive  for  nearly  half  the  amount  of  shares.  But 
tone  of  the  president  of  the  Company  may  convey  to 
reader  a  sense  Af  the  very  ticklish  position  in  which  we  fit 
towards  the  central  authority  in  Paris.  M.  de  Less< 
howcTcr,  has  ^iuncd  by  the  purchase  this  advantage.  '! 
interest  and  duty  of  the  British  Government  and  its  age 
is  no  longer  to  d^end  the  shipping  interest  against  the  Cai 
hut  to  defend  the  Canal  against  the  shipping  interest.  ] 
Difiracli  must  settle  this  matter  as  best  he  can  with  his  frie 
the  shipowners  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  whose  interi 
and  influence  he  is  not  insensible.  Our  object  must  now 
in  common  with  the  other  shareholders,  to  support  the 
come  of  the  Canal,  not  only  with  a  view  to  the  interest  uj 
capital,  but  to  what  is  of  much  more  importance,  the 
provement  and  enlargement  of  the  Canal  itself.  It  is 
of  the  results  of  this  singular  transaction  that  in  this,  i 
Eeveral  other  respects,  the  Government  has  reversed  the  pel 
hitherto  ]}urBued,  not  only  by  their  pretlecessors  but  by  thi 
selves.  If  there  is  inconsistency  Mr.  Disraeli  and  his  i 
leagues  are  res|K)nsible  for  it ;  but  we  have  not  yet  beard 
grouuds  on  which  they  will  have  to  explain  so  cxtraordin 
and  abrupt  a  transition. 

AVe  have  shown  that  the  mere  acquisition  of  shares,  howc 
numerous,  will  not  materially  nlfect  the  organisation  of 
Company,  will  not  shake  the  authority  of  the  governing  bo 
and  will  not  give  the  British  Company  any  more  etfecl 
means  of  influencing  its  decisions  than  are  possessed  by  ev 
shareholder — perhaps  in  some  respects  our  influence  will 
lessened,  for  it  can  hardly  be  exerted  against  ourselves,  ] 
the  relations  which  this  transaction  has  created  between  Oi 
Britain  and  the  Khedive  are  even  more  curious  and  interest 
than  those  existing  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Suez  O 
pany.     We  have  bought  176,000  20/.  shares  for  four  millii 

*  Tliif  correspondence  is  quoted  in  It[.  de  Lcsscjis'  last  Ueporl  to 
General  Assembly  of  the  Company. 
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but  they  are  said  to  liave  cost  the  Khedive  as  much  aa 
5,200,000  fraacB,  including  the  iotcrest  he  has  been  obliged  to 
give  for  the  money  he  borrowed  to  pay  for  them.  As  the  di- 
vidends for  nineteen  years  on  these  snares  have  been  renounced, 
the  interest  due  from  the  Khedive  to  Great  Britain,  on  four 
millions  at  5  per  cent.,  rests  on  no  security  whatever.  It  is 
gimpiy  a  loan  to  a  foreign  ruler,  granted  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Government,  and  without  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  in 
exchange  for  the  benefits  we  may  obtain  nineteen  years  hence 
from  our  shares  in  the  Suez  Canal,     Stated  in  this  plain  lan- 

Eage  the  transaction  is  one  which  in  private  life  would  hardly 
consistent  with  financial  principles.     Who  on  earth  would 
lend  a  hundred  pounds,  as  a  matter  of  business,  to  an  embar- 
rassed and  all  but  insolvent  individual,  upon  the  security  of  a 
deferred  annuity,  to  take  effect  nineteen  yeare  hence,  baring 
in  the  meantime  nothing  to  rely  upon  but  the  promise  to  pay 
of  the  borrower  ?     We  have  no  doubt  that  the  Khedive  will 
continue  to  pay  us  his  200,000/.  a-year  if  he  can,  and  as  long 
as  he  can.     But  who  that  knows  anything  of  the   finandtu 
condition  of  Egypt  can  place  the  slightest   reliance   on  her 
ability  to  pay  ?     This  recent  emergency  rose  out  of  the  most 
pressing  necessity.     The  four  millions  went  in  a  moment  to 
release  a  portion  of  her  floating  debt,  and  to  pay  the  interest 
on  the  remainder.     Six  months  hence  matters  may  be  just  as 
bad,  although  the  Government   have  taken  the  extraordinary 
step  of  sending  a  member  of  the  Administration  and  an  English 
Privy  Councillor,  Mr.  Stephen  Cave,  to  control  the  Egyptian 
exchequer;  and  we  observe  that  this  gentleman,  who  is  well 
known  from  his  former  connexion  with  the  bank  of  Grote, 
Prescott,  &  Co..  is  to  be  accompanied  by  a  staff  of  British  ofH- 
cials,  as  if  we  were  about  to  cond 
tian  treasury.     But  nothing  is  s 
introduce  order  and  economy  int 
State  by  advice  and  interference, 
lute  control  of  its  expenses  anc 
been  able  to  accomplish  the  tas 
tory   princes   dependent   on   us 
we  hope  to  effect  it  in  Egypt 
supreme  distress  the  Khedive  hn 
expense  of  an  Abyssinian  war,  u 
disapprove,  and  has  had   his   o^ 
tons)  pulled  to  pieces  to  transpi 
babiljty  is   that   the    excessive 
of  the  Viceroy's   government  \i 
punishment  and  the  punishment 
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It  trusted  him.     We  certainly  were  not  prepared  to  sec 
itish  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  numher. 
[f  the  Khedive  should  be  compelled  or  tempted  to  follow 
imple  of  his  suzerain,  the  Sultan,  and  suspend  or  rec 

payment  of  interest  on  hia  debt,  Sir  Stafford  Korthc 
ratlier  the  British  Treasury,  will  be  in  precisely  the  s: 
ition  83  every  other  Egyptian  bondholder.  Our  Govi 
Dt  can  have  no  fur  claim  to  priority  for  the  interesi 
s  debt,  nor  can  it  take  measures  to  enforce  the  payn 
it,  for  tbat  would  be  to  reduce  the  assets  on  which 
ditors  of  Egypt  have  a  common  lien,  and  many  of  tl 
ditors  are  its  own  subjects.  If  the  Khedive  pays 
),000/.  a  year  for  nineteen  years,  he  will  have  repaid 
r  millions  (all  but  one  year),  in  interest ;  if  on  the  < 
ry,  the  interest  is  not  paid,  we  may  lose  a  sum  in  inte 
lost  equal  to  the  capital  we  have  advanced.  We  havi 
ire  to  place  these  proceedings  in  an  unfavourable  li, 
I,  as  a  great  national  interest  is  at  stake,  we  should  » 
misrepresent  them  for  a  party  purpose,  but  really  the  n 

examine  their  true  financial  character  the  more  are 
;d  with  amazement.     Did  ever  an  English  Chancelio 

Exchequer  loose  his  hold  on  four  millions  of  public  mc 

such  terms  as  these,  except  when  in  a  paroxysm  of  wai 
re  subsidising  half  the  Powers  of  Europe  ?  Did  ever  CI 
[or  of  the  Exchequer  stand  in  eucIi  a  position  to  a  nt 
ite,  except  when  we  guaranteed  a  loan  of  much  sms 
Quut  to  the  Kingdom  of  Greece,  and  had  of  course  to 

interest  on  it,  if  not  to  pay  off  the  principal  when  dr 

lottery?     But  those  subsidies  and  loans  had  the  autlio 

Parliament.     This  large  advance  has  been  made  not  < 

hout  the  authority  of  Parliament,  hut  without  an  expli 

1  to  the  House  of  Commons.     Nothing,  we  venture  to 

xcept-the  possession   by 

ition  of  a  most  extraordii 

ation,  like  the  secret  arti 

be  communicated  to  Pa: 

to  tlie  Suez  Canal  Comj 
lareholder,  having  rcnoui 
lily,  as  the  ruler  of  the  t 
ated,  and  the  ]x)tentate 
::h  it  was  made.  His  intt 
sold  to  Great  Britain  £ 
stand  in  his  place  in  res 
and  legislative  authority ' 
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the  territory  remains  unaltered;  he  has  not  parted  with  that; 
we  have  not  acquired  it;  it  is  in  fact  an  inalienable  part  of  his 
sovereignty,  and  if  it  did  not  belong  to  the  Khedive  and  his 
family,  it  would  revert  to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  which  indeed 
claims  even  now  to  exercise  it.  He  is  also  still  entitled  event- 
ually to  15  per  cent  on  the  net  profits  in  consideration  of  the 
lands  ceded  to  the  Company  without  any  other  payment, 
and  this  charge  is  also  in  the  market,  but  as  it  produces  at 
present  nothing,  no  purchaser  has  been  found  for  it.  No 
JPower  has  more  vehemently  supported  the  authority  of  the 
Porte  over  Egypt,  as  a  part  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  than 
Great  Britain.  Five  and  thirty  years  ago  we  very  nearly 
went  to  war  with  France  because  we  suspected  her  of  a  design 
to  render  Egypt  independent  of  Constantinople ;  and  down  to 
the  last  mission  of  Lord  Dalling,  when  he  visited  Egypt,  the 
same  policy  has  been,  by  Tories  and  Whigs,  uniformly 
pursued.  It  is  therefore  impossible  for  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  repudiate  the  principles  on  which  this  country  has 
acted  for  so  many  years,  and  to  invade  or  contest  the  power 
and  authority  established  by  treaties  and  firmans,  of  which 
we  ourselves  were  the  chief  promoters. 

There  are,  we  suspect,  a  great  many  persons  in  England  and 
other  parts  of  Europe  who  imagine  that,  although  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  the  financial  and  commercial  results  of  this 
purchase  are  embarrassing  and  indefensible,  yet  that  ^e  poli- 
tical results  to  be  anticipated  from  it  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
demand  and  justify  the  sacrifice.  Indeed,  there  are  those  who 
think  that  unless  the  British  Government  had  clearly  dis- 
covered some  grand  political  results  beneficial  to  England,  no 
such  financial  sacrifice  would  ever  have  been  made.  We 
should  ourselves  admit  and  agree  that  if  a  political  object  of 
first-rate  importance,  such  as  the  perpetual  command  of  the 
military  and  naval  route  to  India,  and  of  the  Red  Sea,  had 
been  obtained,  and 'peacefully  obtained,  by  the  purchase  of 
shares  in  this  Canal,  we  should  not  have  paid  too  dear  for 
them.  It  is  certain  that  in  directing  the  policy  of  a  great 
Empire,  mere  financial  considerations  must  give  way  to  grand 
national  interests ;  and  we  should  be  ashamed  to  depreciate  a 
vast  public  benefit  by  a  sordid  calculation. 

But  upon  a  closer  examination  we  find  it  extremely  difficult 
to  discover  and  to  define  what  are  the  novel  and  i)eculiar 
political  advantages  which  this  purchase  has  secured  to  Eng- 
land. Whatever  they  are,  they  are  certainly  not  exclusive, 
for  they  must  be  enjoyed  in  at  least  an  equal  proportion  by 
our  French,  Swiss,  and  Belgian  co-shareholders ;  and  we  cannot 
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ondersta&d  how,  by  purchasing  a  large  number  of  shares  in  a 
French  or  Egyptian  commercial  company,  we  acquire  any 
political  rights  whatever.  The  Company  itself  claims  none. 
The  political  authority  of  the  Egyptian  Government  over 
the  whole  territory  is  not  shared  in  by  the  Company ;  in- 
flomuch  that  when  M.  de  Lesseps  resisted  the  new  tariff 
of  dues,  the  Khedive,  as  a  measure  of  policy,  sent  down 
troops  to  seize  and  work  the  Canal,  if  necessary.  The  same 
thing  could  be  done  again,  whoever  might  be  the  sharehold- 
ers. But  in  truth  the  fundamental  principle  on  which  the 
Canal  was  constructed,  and  for  which  M.  de  Lesseps  has  uni- 
formly contended,  is  that  it  should  be,  in  the  words  of  the 
concession,  ^  perpetually  open  as  a  neutral  passage  to  the  mer- 
^  chant  ships  of  all  nations,  without  any  distinction  whatso- 

*  ever.'  Obviously  this  neutral  principle,  which  we  ourselves 
have  been  the  £rst  to  claim  and  to  recognise,  absolutely  ex- 
clndes  the  notion  of  the  exercise  of  political  rights  over  the 
Canal  or  the  Egyptian  territory  by  ourselves  or  by  any  other 
Power.  Nothing  could  be  more  fatal  to  the  large  and  liberal 
principles  on  which  so  great  a  work  should  be  administered, 
than  the  pretension  of  any  State  to  control  its  affairs  or  to 
establish  a  protectorate  over  Egypt  under  the  guise  of  a  large 
investment  in  shares.  Such  a  pretension  would  be  resisted, 
and  justly  resisted,  by  the  whole  civilised  world ;  and  we  are 
satisfied  from  the  language  Lord  Derbv  has  repeatedly  used 
in  advocating  the  strict  neutrality  oi  the  Canal,  that  no 
such  idea  or  design  ever  crossed  his  mind.*^  Although  the 
project  and  the  Uompany  were  French,  and  Lord  Palmer- 
Bton  accused  the  French  Government  of  a  scheme  for  using 

*  Since  this  was  written  Lord  Derby  has  repeated  the  same  senti- 
m^t  in  his  speech  at  Edinburgh,  and  has  entirely  repudiated  the 
notion  that  this  was  a  grand  stroke  to  acquire  political  in^uence.  '  In 
*our  diplomacy,  so  far  as  the  action  of  this  country  is  concerned,  there 

*  will  be  no  mystery  and  no  reserve.  You  may  have  seen  in  the  news- 
'  papers  that  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  sensation  both  abroad  and 
'  at  home  created  by  the  transaction  into  which  we  have  entered  by 
'  bluing  up  some  of  the  shares  of  the  Suez  Canal.  I  hold  that  to  have 
'  been  a  wise  step— it  has  certainly  been  a  popular  one,  and  I  am  pre- 
'  pared  to  defend  it  if  necessaiy.     But  I  must  add  that  it  would  not 

*  Aove  been  a  win  ettp  nor  cm  honest  one  if  it  had  home  the  comtruc- 
'  tiou  which  has  been  occasionally  placed  upon  it.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
'  sary  to  disclaim  any  such  notions  as  those  which  have  been  imputed 
'  to  US — a  wish  to  establish  a  protectorate  over  Egypt,  an  interested 
'  reversal  of  our  policy  on  the  whole  Eastern  Question,  or  an  intention 
'  to  take  part  in  a  general  scramble  for  that  which  does  not  belong 
•tons.' 

VOL.  CXLIII.   NO.  CCXCr.  T 
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the  Canal  as  a  means  of  subdumg  and  annexing  Egypt^  the 
result  has  shown  that  these  charges  and  suspicions  were  false, 
and  that  since  the  opening  of  the  Canal  French  influence  at 
Alexandria  and  Cairo  has  rather  declined  than  augmented 
It  would  be  monstrous  to  suppose  that  British  Ministers  are 
labouring  to  effect  the  very  thing  which  they  vehemently  de- 
nouncedy  when  it  was  erroneously  attributed  to  their  allies  on 
the  other  side  the  Channel.  The  French  Government  have 
honourably  maintained  the  neutrality  of  the  Canal,  and  we 
are  bound  by  principle  and  interest  to  do  the  same. 

Lord  Derbv's  own  account  of  the  transaction  to  the  Marquis 
d'Harcourt,  the  French  Ambassador,  on  November  27th,  was 
in  the  following  terms : — 

'  It  was  only  at  the  beginning  of  t^e  week  that  we  knew  the  intentions 
and  need  of  the  Khedive  to  sell  his  shares.  My  wish,  and  I  expressed 
it,  was  that  he  should  keep  them.  But,  on  the  one  hand,  he  had 
urgent  need  of  obtaining  resources  for  repayments  which  admitted  of 
no  delay,  and  on  the  other  hand,  we  knew  that  n^otiations  were  going 
on  between  the  Soci^t6  G^n^rale  and  the  Egyptian  Government  for  the 
acquisition  of  those  eame  shares.  Therefore,  we  had  either  to  allow  the 
scrip  to  pass  into  other  hands  or  to  buy  it  ourselves.  I  can  assure  you 
that  we  have  acted  solely  with  the  intention  of  preventing  a  lai^r 
foreign  influence  from  preponderating  in  a  manner  so  important  to  us. 
We  have  the  greatest  consideration  for  M.  de  Lesseps.  We  acknow- 
ledge that,  instead  of  opposing  him  in  his  great  work,  we  shonld  have 
done  better  to  associate  ourselves  with  hi^.  I  deny,  on  behalf  of  mj 
colleagues  and  myself,  any  intention  of  predominating  in  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  Company,  or  of  abusing  our  recent  acquisition  to  force  its 
deduons.  What  we  have  done  is  purely  defensive.  I  do  not  think, 
moreover,  that  the  Government  and  English  subjects  are  proprietors  d 
the  majority  of  shares.  I  said  some  time  ago  in  the  House  of  Lords 
that  I  would  not  oppose  an  arrangement  which  would  place  the  Suez 
Canal  imder  the  management  of  an  international  syndicate.  I  will  not 
propose  this,  but  I  in  no  way  withdraw  my  words.' 

This  is  precisely  the  statement  which  we  should  have  anti- 
cipated from  Lord  Derby's  moderation  and  good  sense.  Not 
a  word  about  the  acquisition  of  political  influence ;  but  simply 
that  the  British  Government  took  what  they  conceived  to  be 
the  least  mischievous  of  two  alternatives,  and  that  their  policy 
was  defensive.  To  ourselves  it  appears  that  they  overrated 
the  danger  of  this  scrip,  without  dividends,  passing  into  other 
hands ;  out  on  this  point  the  Gt>vemment  may  have  informi- 
tion  to  which  we  have  no  access.  On  November  20th  (five 
days  before  the  purchase).  Lord  Derby  had  said  to  M.  Gravard, 
the  very  able  French  Charg6  d' Affaires — 

*  I  Hhould  l>e  very  glad  to  see  the  time  come  when  it  would  be  poflsible 
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to  largely  buy  out  the  shareholders  and  replace  the  Company  by  a 
kind  of  Administration  or  Syndicate  in  which  all  the  Maritime  Powers 
would  be  represented.  In  any  case  we  will  do  our  utmost  not  to  let 
an  xmdertaking  on  which  our  chief  interests  depend  be  monopolised  by 
foreigners.  The  guarantee  resulting  from  the  control  of  the  Porte  is 
now  no  longer  sufficient.  If  we  lost  that  offered  us  by  the  participa- 
tion of  the  Khedive  we  should  be  absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  M.  de 
Lesseps,  to  whom,  however,  I  render  all  justice.' 

The  point  on  which  we  diflfer  from  Lord  Derby  is  that  *  the 
*  participation  of  the  Khedive  '  does  not  merely  consist  in  the 
possession  of  176,000  unproductive  shares,  but  in  his  right  to 
15  per  cent,  of  the  profits  as  sovereign,  and  in  the  other 
legal  attributes  of  territorial  sovereignty.  We  have  bought 
his  shares,  but  we  have  not  bought  any  portion  of  his  territorial 
and  political  rights.  They  were  not  in  the  market,  and  could 
in  fact  neither  be  sold  nor  bought.  This  confusion  of  ideas 
pervades  all  the  popular  writing  on  the  subject,  whether  in 
favour  of  the  purchase  or  against  it.  The  intelligence  was 
received  in  England  with  enthusiasm,  because  it  was  imagined 
that  in  purchasing  these  shares  we  had  purchased  more  than 
the  mere  scrip,  and  were  to  stand  to  the  Canal  in  the  place  of 
the  Khedive.  The  measure  was  disliked  by  France  for  the 
same  reason.  In  our  view  both  impressions  are  alike  un- 
founded.    Thus  the  *  Moscow  Gazette '  writes : — 

'  In  consequence  of  the  English  proceedings  in  Egypt,  the  difficulties 
incidental  to  the  Oriental  question  have  been  considerably  aggravated. 
England's  step  gives  rise  to  questions  of  the  most  delicate  and  compli- 
cated nature.     There  is  no  precedent  of  a  Government  acquiring  a 
share  in  a  joint-stock  enterprise  on  foreign  soil,  and  thereby  virtually 
extending  its  own  territory.     The  fact  of  the  Canal  being  an  inter- 
national concem  adds  force  to  this  reasoning,  though  even  ^  the  Canal 
were  purely  Egyptian,  the  transaction  might  give  rise  to  difficulties. 
Luxembourg  was  intended  to  be  sold,  but  the  sale  was  not  allowed  to 
be  completed.    As  the  crowning  feature  of  it  all,  Egypt  is  not  even  an 
independent  State,   but  the  vassal  of  a  Power,  itself  the  client  of 
European  guarantors.     Egypt  is  Turkish  territory,  and  the  Canal  con- 
cession is  based  upon  a  Firman  of  the  Forte.     Has  the  Khedive  the 
right  to  sell  a  portion  of  his  territory — that  is,  to  partition  out  the 
property  of  his  suzerain  ?     It  is  doubtful  whether  the  Sultan  himself 
would  be  entitled  to  take  any  such  step  without  the  consent  of  all 
Europe.    Were  the  Sultan  to  claim  an  independent  right  to  sell  the 
harbotur  of  Constantinople  or  the  port  of  Batum,  or  the  Turkish  fleet, 
would  England  allow  such  a  claim  to  be  legitimate  7    But  we  remen* 
ber  reading  in  an  English  journal  that  Uiere  would  bo  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Sultan  ceding  his  Navy  to  England  in  2.a}ment  of  the  in- 
terest upon  the  national  debt ! ' 

It  ia  not  given  to  every  Minister 

*  To  purcl:ase  kingdcms  and  to  buy  icnown  ; ' 
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but  it  would  be  easy  to  answer  the  ^  Moacow  Grazette '  that 
absolute  transfers  of  territory  in  full  sovereignty  for  money 
are  by  no  means  unprecedented.  In  1768  l£e  Republic  of 
Genoa  sold  the  island  of  Corsica  to  Louis  XV. — a  trans- 
action the  more  remarkable  as  it  caused  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
to  be  bom  a  French  subject.  In  1800  Spain  had  ceded 
Louisiana  to  France  by  the  secret  treaty  of  St  Udofonso.  The 
fact  becoming  known,  the  American  Government  took  alsum, 
and  Napoleon  was  afraid  lest  they  should  join  with  England 
in  the  war.  To  obviate  this  danger,  France  sold  Louisiana  to 
the  United  States  for  sixty  millions  of  francs ;  that  vast  ces- 
sion included  more  than  half  the  continent  of  North  America, 
and  the  whole  basin  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Mississippi,  ex- 
tending from  New  Orleans  to  the  coast  of  Oregon.*  Indeed,  tie 
Americans  have  frequently  enlarged  their  territories  by  pur- 
chase. Bussia  herself  sold  to  them  the  territory  of  Alaska ; 
Denmark  had  agreed  to  sell  St.  Thomas ;  proposals  have  more 
than  once  been  made  for  the  purchase  of  Cuba  from  Spain. 
These  were  all  transactions  of  considerable  political  import- 
ance. But  it  would  be  an  utter  delusion  to  compare  them 
with  the  purchase  of  so  many  shares  in  the  French  Canal 
Company,  which  confer  on  the  holders  no  tittle  of  sovereignty 
or  political  power  in  Egypt  whatsoever.  The  only  power  we 
possess  there  is  derived  from  the  fact  that  we  have  rendered  the 
Khedive  a  financial  service  for  which  he  is  grateftil,  and  that 
we  are  trying  to  help  him  to  escape  from  the  dutches  of 
sharks,  cormorants,  and  usurers.  We  have  acquired  no  poli- 
litical  power  in  Egypt,  and  we  are  very  glad  of  it,  for  political 
power,  especially  when  it  is  limited  and  incomplete,  brings 
with  it  the  most  embarrassing  responsibilities,  and  is  totally 
opposed  to  the  neutral  character  which  is  established  by  the 
terms  of  concession,  and  which  we  hojie  to  see  maintained 
both  by  the  Suez  Canal  Company  and  by  the  ruler  of  Egypt. 
The  other  Maritime  l^owers  might  fairly  say,  and  would  say,  "We 
are  not  afraid  of  a  joint-stock  company — we  are  not  afraid  that 
the  Khedive  of  Egvpt  will  assume  a  hostile  attitude  or  a  bel- 
ligerent character ;  \>ut  if  this  great  passage  were  to  fall  imder 
the  absolute  control  of  the  most  powerful  maritime  empire  in 
the  world,  it  would  in  the  event  of  war  cease  to  be  neutral  and 
be  used  for  belligerent  purposes — a  result  totally  opposed  to 
4he  universal  and  pacific  schane  on  which  it  was  undertaken 
by  its  first  nromoters.  To  support  such  a  policy  as  that  would 
indeeil  involve  considerations  of  a  much  more  serious  nature 

•  Sec  tho  Fiftix^uUi  Chart  in  Captain  Walker's  '  Statistical  Atks  of 
*  the  Unitcil  StHtvs '— u  work  of  extraordizMury  merit  and  value. 
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dum  those  we  have  been  discussing,  and  the  Minister  who 
could  contemplate  so  daring  and  extravagant  a  course  ought 
at  least  to  have  an  army  of  30,000  men  to  send  abroad  and  a 
perfectly  equipped  fleet  to  sweep  the  seas. 

The  perpetual  neutralisation  of  the  Canal  was  from  the  first 
pomted  out  by  Prince  Mettemich  in  conversation  with  Sir 
Travers  Twiss  (who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  that  statesman) 
as  a  most  desirable  object,  to  be  secured  not  only  by  the  con- 
cession of  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt  or  the  statutes  of  a  joint- 
stock  company,  but  by  a  formal  agreement  of  the  Maritime 
Powers.  Lord  Derby,  as  we  have  seen,  has  recently  held  the 
same  language.  The  opposite  course  of  policy  would  obviously 
give  rise  to  jealousy,  hostility,  and  endless  political  complica- 
tions. A  power  of  opening  or  closing  the  Canal  for  political 
reasons  is  not  one  which  any  wise  statesman  would  wish  to 
acquire  or  could  easily  exercise.  The  Canal  should  be  as  free 
and  open  as  the  sea.  You  might  as  well  attempt  to  shut  up 
the  gut  of  Gibraltar  or  the  Straits  of  Dover.  No  policy  can 
be  regarded  as  safe,  honourable,  and  consistent  by  me  states- 
mea  of  this  country,  but  that  which  consists  in  taking  or  giving 
the  best  security  we  can  that  the  freedom  and  neutrality  of 
this  Canal  shall  be  invariably  maintained.  We  do  not  believe 
that  there  has  ever  been  any  danger  that  this  principle  should 
be  violated,  and  we  ourselves  should  be  the  first  to  defend  it, 
the  last  to  contest  it.  '  Our  new  position  as  shareholders  in  the 
Company  seems  to  us  to  make  no  alteration  in  this  respect,  be- 
cause if  the  principle  of  neutrality  were  infringed,  all  the 
Maritime  Powers  would  be  alike  interested  in  upholding  it. 
The  Company  would  be  powerless,  as  M.  de  Lesseps  was 
powerless,  when  he  threatened  to  interrupt  the  passage  on  the 
tonnage  question. 

The  question  of  neutrality,  however,  does  not  arise  while  all 
the  world  is  at  peace.  It  would  only  become  a  difficulty  under 
the  pressure  of  maritime  warfare.  In  that  event  it  might 
seriously  affect  ourselves.  For  the  Suez  Canal  is  to  England 
not  only  a  commercial  highway  for  the  passage  of  trading  and 
unarmed  vessels,  but  it  is  also  the  route  by  which  the  reliefs 
and  reinforcements  of  the  British  army  are  constantly  conveyed 
to  India,  and  it  is  also  used  by  our  vessels  of  war.  Vessels  of 
war  are  not  provided  for  by  the  concession  of  the  Viceroy, 
whose  declaration  is  expressly  limited  (Art.  14)  to  ^  tout  navire 
*  de  commerce.^  We  presume  that  if  troops  and  armed  vessels 
are  allowed  to  pass  through  any  neutral  territory,  it  is  by  the 
permission  of  the  sovereign  of  that  territory.  This  permission 
does  not  rest  with  the  Suez  Canal  Company  or  with  its  share- 
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holders.  It  is  a  prerogative  of  the  Khedive  or  of  the  Saltan^ 
and  has  not  been  delegated  to  the  Company.  It  is  essentially 
a  political  right  and  power.  Such  a  permission  might  still  be 
conceded  in  time  of  war  by  a  neutral  State  without  any  breach 
of  neutrality  to  belligerents,  provided  it  was  conceded  to  all 
belligerents  equally  ;  just  as  belligerents  are  allowed  to  take 
refuge  or  purchase  supplies  in  any  neutral  port.  But  it  is  a 
favour  which  no  belligerent  can  claim  as  a  right,  and  which 
certainly  cannot  be  conceded  as  an  exclusive  right  in  favour 
of  one  belligerent  and  not  to  another.  The  possession  of 
176,000  shares  in  the  Suez  Canal  Company  by  Great  Britain 
would  not  invest  her  with  the  smallest  right  to  interdict  the 
passage  of  the  Canal  in  time  of  war,  even  to  an  enemy,  because 
she  has  acquired  no  territorial  or  political  power  over  it.  Nay, 
we  are  not  even  sure  that  she  has  acquired  any  right  to  use  it 
herself  for  belligerent  purposes,  for  that  too  is  excluded  by  the 
principle  of  neutrality. 

We  are  reluctant  to  reason  on  the  hypothesis  of  war,  because 
we  most  sincerely  trust  and  believe  that  no  such  calamity  will 
afflict  the  world  in  our  days.  But  when  we  see  the  whole  of 
Europe  bristling  with  troops — when  we  see  it  computed  that 
more  than  seven  millions  oi  men  are,  or  soon  will  be,  engaged  in 
military  service — when  we  know  the  immense  preparations 
which  are  made  for  naval  warfare,  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel 
that  neutral  and  pacific  principles  are  not  in  these  days  entirely 
secure.  Least  oi  all  do  we  apprehend,  and  most  of  all  should 
we  deplore,  a  war  with  France — a  contingency  in  the  highest 
degree  improbable  ;  but  can  anything  be  conceived  more  em- 
barrassing to  the  British  Government  than  its  relations  to  our 
French  co-shareholders  and  co-proprietors  of  a  large  property  in 
a  neutral  territory,  if  such  a  misfortune  were  to  overtake  us? 
Some  people  suppose  that  war  suspends  all  laws,  and  justifies 
all  acts  01  violence — the  seizure  of  the  Danish  fleet  and  the 
confiscation  of  enemy's  property  in  neutral  ships.  But  these 
are  not  the  principles  on  which  wars  can  be  carried  on  by  liberal 
and  enlightened  nations  in  modern  times.  God  forbid  that  we 
should  seek  to  stretch  the  theory  of  belligerent  rights,  which 
are  certain  to  be  turned  to  our  own  detriment,  because  we  have 
more  property  floating  about  the  globe  than  any  other  people. 
We  say,  then,  that  war  does  not  justify  or  permit  any  aggression 
on  an  enemy's  property  in  a  neutral  tenitory,  because  such  an 
act  of  aggression  is  an  act  of  war  against  the  neutral  himself. 

If  the  Crown  and  Parliament  of  England  were  ever  moved 
by  some  extraordinary  concourse  of  events  which  we  cannot 
foresee — by  some  vast  political  convulsion  tearing  up  the  land- 
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marks  of  nations  and  plunging  the  whole  world  into  strife  and 
bloodshed — ^to  repeat  the  expedition  of  1798,  and  attempt,  from 
paramount  obligations  of  public  safety,  the  conquest  and 
occupation  of  Egypt,  that  would  be  an  enterprise  of  the  very 
greatest  magnitude — greater  than  the  Crimean  War — greater 
than  our  Indian  campaigns,  because  it  must  be  accomplished 
in  the  teeth  of  most  of  the  great  Powers  of  Europe.  Nothing 
in  the  world  could  excite  this  country  to  such  an  undertaking, 
or  could  justify  us  in  engaging  in  it,  but  a  peremptory  convic- 
tion that  the  safety  and  the  very  existence  of  the  Empire  were 
at  stake,  and  that  we  must  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity  in 
Egypt  and  elsewhere.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  enter  upon  such 
Tiolent  and  desperate  courses,  which  are  utterly  opposed  to 
our  principles,  to  our  traditional  policy,  to  our  interests,  to  our 
pursuits.  But  if  we  were  driven  to  any  such  extremity,  the 
fact  that  we  had  possessed  ourselves  by  purchase  of  176,000 
shares  in  the  Suez  Canal  Company  would  really  not  weigh 
one  ounce  in  the  scale.  In  peace  the  neutrality  and  safety  of 
the  Canal  are  not  in  question ;  it  is  the  common  interest  of  all 
mankind  to  keep  the  passage  open,  and  to  improve  the  means 
of  communication.  In  the  event  of  war  new  complications 
might  arise,  and  we  must  be  on  our  guard  against  them ;  but 
it  appears  to  us  that  they  are  more  likely  to  be  increased  than 
averted  by  the  fact  that  we  have  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
Company.* 

We  have  now  passed  rapidly  in  review  the  considerations 
which  occur  to  us  on  this  subject,  from  the  information  it  has 
been  in  our  power  to  collect.  In  a  financial  point  of  view  we 
think  that  the  purchase  was  highly  useful  to  the  Khedive,  and 
by  no  means  injurious  to  the  Company;  but  as  a  mere  in- 
vestment of  British  capital  it  is  deplorable ;  and  we  question 
whether  it  has  given  us  any  important  influence  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Company,  at  least  for  several  years.  It  has 
given  us  no  territorial  or  political  rights  whatever  in  Egypt, 
except  in  as  far  as  we  are  creditors  ot  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment, and  have  conferred  an  obligation  on  the  Khedive.  But 
while  it  has  not  strengthened  our  political  position  in  the 
East,  and  may  give  rise  to  some  embarrassing  questions,  it 

•  One  of  the  contingencies  which  might  occur,  very  much  to  our 
inconvenience  and  detriment,  is  that  any  hostile  Power  having  a 
sufficient  motive  to  stop,  at  least  temporarily,  the  passage  of  the  Canal, 
could  easily  do  so.  It  would  suffice  to  scuttle  or  blow  up  a  vessel  in  a 
narrow  part  of  the  channel  to  block  it  up  altogether  for  several  days  or 
weeks,  as  the  port  of  Boulogne  was  accidentally  blocked  last  year  by  the 
wreck  of  the  '  Charles  Dickens.* 
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suits  the  Northern  Powers  to  regard  it  as  an  important  poli- 
tical move  on  the  part  of  England,  which  they  will  use  when 
thej  please  to  justify  some  countermove  of  their  own.  In 
dealing  with  so  difficult  a  question,  and  in  disposing  of  so  \zi^ 
a  sum  of  money,  within  a  few  days  or  hours,  we  think  the 
Goyernment  rashly  took  on  themselves  a  perilous  responsibi- 
lity, and  in  not  forthwith  communicating  all  the  particukrs  of 
the  transaction  to  Parliament  they  appear  to  us  to  have  laid 
themselves  open  to  severe  animadversion.  In  a  few  days, 
however,  Parlfament  will  meet,  and  there  are  those  in  both 
Houses  who  will  fully  vindicate  their  right  to  discuss  the 
grounds  and  consequences  of  this  important  measure.  Parlia- 
ment may  be  of  opinion  that  no  course  now  remains  open  to 
us  but  to  ratify  a  contract  to  which  Ministers  have  attached 
the  name  and  honour  of  the  country.  We  do  not  doubt  the 
strength  and  power  of  the  Government  to  complete  the  trans- 
action ;  but  we  desire  to  be  equally  satisfied  of  its  wisdom  and 
its  prudence.  These  are  the  qualities  by  which  the  measure 
must  eventually  be  judged,  and  we  trust  that  the  results  may 
eventually  conduce  to  the  security  and  welfare  of  the  BritiBn 

Empire.* 

■  ■  I    I    1  111         I         I  I        I 

*  A  doubt  is  expressed  at  p.  262  as  to  the  payment  of  interest  in  cash 
on  the  shares  held  till  now  by  the  Khedive,  but  we  have  now  ascer- 
tained that  th^  coupons  on  these  shares  having  been  cut  off  and  sold 
they  are  presented  for  payment  when  due,  and  paid  with  the  other 
coupons. 
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Art.  L — Charffes  delivered  by  Connop  Thirlwally  D.D.^  Bishop 
of  St.  David^s.     London :  1842  to  1872. 

rPHE  name  of  Connop  Thirlwall  is  so  closely  bound  up  with 
"*■  the  history  of  the  scholarship  and  theology  of  the  last 
half-century^  that  it  may  well  claim  more  than  the  short 
obituary  notice  that  for  the  most  part  chronicles  the  departure 
of  divines  and  men  of  letters.  To  have  been  the  last  survivor 
of  a  generation  whom  we  and  our  fathers  knew  and  reverenced, 
but  whose  names  are  becoming  less  familiar  and  less  authori- 
tative with  those  who  are  now  rising  up  around  us,  the  com- 
E anion  and  friend  of  Hare,  and  Whewell,  and  Sedgwick ;  to 
ave  been  the  first  who,  in  his  translation  of  Schleiermacher, 
made  English  students  familiar  with  the  bolder  methods  of 
critical  exegesis  which  were  beginning  to  eain  ground  in 
Germany,  and  in  that  of  Niebuhr  introduced  them  to  the  new 
line  of  historical  scholarship  which  he  had  been  the  first  to  open ; 
to  have  written  the  first  history  of  Greece  that  rose  above  the 
level  of  a  school-book,  or  was  untainted  by  the  animus  or 
party — this,  if  this  had  been  all,  would  justify  the  attempt  to- 
weigh  the  work  which  he  had  done,  and  the  influence  whicb 
he  had  exercised  on  the  intellectual  life  of  the  a^e  in  which  we 
Uve.  But  this  was  emphatically  not  all.  For  thirty-four  years 
the  late  Bishop  of  St.  David's  occupied  a  commanding  and 
almost  unique  position  in  relation  to  the  theological  movements 
which  have  affected,  for  good  or  evil,  the  mind  of  the  present 
generation.  The  commencement  of  his  episcopate  coincided, 
if  not  with  the  origin,  yet  with  the  earlier  stages  of  the  growth 
and  influence  of  the  great  Anglican  revival.  It  witnessed 
the  partial  break-up  of  that  revival  in  the  secession  to  the 
Church  of  Bome  of  those  who  had  been  among  its  foremost 
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leaders,  the  gradual  change  in  its  character,  so  far  as  it  re- 
mained within  the  limits  of  the  Church  in  which  it  had  its 
birth,  into  a  deliberate  atteinpt  to  Romanise,  or,  if  the  dis- 
claimer of  the  authority  of  Rome  should  be  pleaded  against 
that  term — to  medisevalise  the  Church  of  England.  Synchro- 
nising with  that  attempt  there  was  the  inevitable  reaction 
which  led  men  of  another  school  of  thought  and  trained  in 
other  methods  of  inquiry  to  push  their  questioning  into 
regions  that  had  previously  been  to  most  students  of  theo- 
logy an  untrodden  ground,  and  to  maintain  as  teacheis 
of  the  Church  of  England  doctrines  which,  at  least  to  the 
minds  of  the  timid  and  devout,  seemed  almost  or  altogether 
incompatible  with  a  belief  in  historical  Christianity  as  a  revela- 
tion 01  the  Divine  WilL  The  great  Tractarian  controversy, 
and  that  which  opened  with  the  publication  of  the  *  Essays 
*  and  Reviews,'  could  not  fail  to  engage  the  thoughts  of  one  who, 
both  by  the  duties  of  his  office  and  by  the  special  bent  of  his 
character,  was  led  to  inquire  into  the  tenableness  of  the 
positions  taken  up  by  the  disputants  on  either  side,  and  their 
probable  effect  in  the  future,  not  only  on  the  fortunes  of  the 
Church  of  England,  but  on  the  Christian  life  of  the  English 
people.  And  his  position  in  relation  to  those  controversies  was, 
as  we  have  said,  unique.  He  was  in  no  sense  an  advocate  or 
a  partisan.  More  than  any  theologian  of  his  own  time,  more 
perhaps  than  any  English  theologian  of  the  past,  hardly  ex- 
cepting even  the  judge-like  Hooker,  or  the  profoundly  thought- 
ful Butler,  or  the  many-sided  Taylor,  he  held  the  balances  of 
judgment  in  an  even  hand,  and  apportioned  with  an  unbiassed 
and  fearless  boldness  the  praise,  the  tolerance,  or  the  censure 
which  seemed  to  him  to  meet  the  merits  of  each  case  that 
«ame  before  him.  The  impression  made  by  his  long  career  on 
those  who  witnessed  its  close,  many  of  whom  were  enlisted  in 
the  ranks  on  either  side  of  the  two  greiat  disputes,  was  shown 
in  the  acknowledgment,  even  amid  me  strife  of  t<mgues  in  the 
debates  of  Convocation,  that  to  him  belonged  of  right  the  praise 
of  the  *  nuda  Veritas,  incorrupta  fides ,  which  was  claimed  f<ff 
him  by  a  warm-hearted  fnend. 

We  purpose,  accordingly,  entering  on  a  survey  of  the  cha- 
racter and  work  of  one  whose  influence  was  at  once  so  remark- 
able and  so  exceptional.  The  outward  events  of  the  life  of  such 
a  naan  fall  comparatively  into  the  background,  fmd  it  is  no  part 
of  our  purpose  to  attempt  anything  m  the  nature  of  a  bio- 
graphy. We  will  content  ourselves  with  noting  the  more 
salient  facts,  so  far  as  they  affected  the  growth  of  his  character 
or  were  significant  as  indications  of  the  character  when  formed, 


1876*  Cannop  Thirlwall,  Bishop  of  Si.  DaviiTs.  283 

and  with  expressing  the  hope  that  the  gaps  thus  left  may 
before  long  be  filled  up  by  hands  better  qualified  than  our  own. 
It  would  oe  a  real  loss  to  the  intellectual  life  of  England^  if 
the  memory  of  such  a  man  were  to  fade  away,  as  that  of  too 
many  of  lus  illustrious  contemporaries  seems  likely  to  fade^ 
without  a  record,  more  or  less  adequate,  of  what  he  was,  and 
how  he  spoke  and  wrote,  while  the  lives  of  inferior  men  are 
exhibited  and  related  with  a  wearisome  prolixity. 

The  early  life  of  Connop  Thirlwall  (born  January  11, 1797) 
may  be  cited  with  that  of  another  great  thinker  of  our  time  as 
an  instance  that  precocity  of  intellectual  power  is  not  always 
followed  by  a  premature  decline.  The  account  which  John 
Stnart  Mill  gives  in  his  *  Autobiography'  of  the  studies  and 
attainments  of  his  childhood  at  an  age  when  most  boys  are 
hardly  out  of  their  primer,  and  are  engrossed  with  hoops  and 
marbles,  finds  its  parallel  in  the  boyhood  of  the  future  Bishop 
of  St  David's.  At  the  age  of  three  he  was  taught  Latin  ;  at 
four  '  he  read  Greek,'  so  his  father  reports,  *  with  an  ease  and 
*  fluency  which  astonished  all  who  heard  him.'  At  seven  he 
began  to  write  sermons,  and  continued  the  exercise  of  his 
powers  in  that  direction  for  three  or  four  years.  Verse  in 
various  forms,  based  for  the  most  part  on  a  study  of  Dryden 
and  Pope,  filled  up  the  intervals  of  leisure.  A  family  tradition 
relates  that  when  he  was  about  eight  he  accosted  a  bishop  (pro- 
bably the  Bishop  of  Dromore,*  to  whom  the  volume  which  his 
father  published  under  the  title  of  ^  Primitiae '  was  dedicated, 
but  the  story  halts  as  to  the  name)  with  the  announcement, 
'  My  Lord,  I  can  read  Greek,'  and  on  being  tested  gave  such 
proof  of  his  proficiency  that  the  prelate  thus  addressed  became 
his  friend  and  teacher. 

In  some  respects  this  early  development  of  power  was 
more  remarkable  in  Thirlwall  than  in  Mill.  The  latter  was 
the  son  of  a  father  of  great  energy  and  indomitable  will,  who 
from  his  child's  earliest  infancy  set  himself  to  mould  his  cha- 
racter, as  an  educational  experiment,  with  an  impulsive  force 
and  an  almost  relentless  rigour.  The  former — though  his 
father,  the  Reverend  Thomas  Thirlwall,  was  a  man  of  some 


*  It  is  at  least  interesting  to  remember  that  the  See  of  Dromore  was 
then  filled  by  Ihomas  Percy,  who,  as  the  editor  of  the  well-known 
*  Reliques  of  Ancient  English  Poetry,'  prepared  the  way  for  the  re- 
vival of  a  truer  school  of  poetry  than  that  of  which  Diyden  and  Pope 
were  the  acknowledged  masters.  There  is  no  trace,  however,  even  in 
the  '  PrimitisB '  that  the  Percy  collection  exercised  any  infiuence  on  the 
taste  of  the  future  bishop. 
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attainments,  who  had  passed  creditably  through  the  usual 
clerical  career  of  curacies,  lectureships,  and  livings,  and  pub- 
lished sermons  and  pamphlets — was  left  more  to  himself,  and 
astonished  his  parents  with  the  spontaneous  productions  on 
which  they  could  but  gaze  in  wonder  as  '  novas  frondes  et  non 
'  sua  pomaJ*  Indeed  the  publication  of  the  volume  which  has 
been  just  named  indicates  parental  weakness  rather  than  the 
judgment  which  could  have  done  much  in  fashioning  a  boy's 
character.  His  mother,  a  woman  of  some  culture  and  con- 
siderable energy  and  power,  may  perhaps  have  taken  a  larger 
share  in  his  home  education,  and  his  first  literary  efforts.  A 
copy  of  these  *  PrimitiaB '  now  lies  before  us.  We  look  at  the 
portrait  of  the  youthful  author  and  trace  there  the  characteristie 
features  of  the  aged  bishop,  the  grand  forehead,  then,  perhaps, 
disproportionately  developed;  the  questioning  eye,  the  lips 
parted  as  if  released  from  habitual  compression  and  yielding 
to  a  latent  sense  of  humour.  We  turn  over  the  pages,  written, 
as  the  preface  tells  us,  with  hardly  a  single  correction  by  either 
author  or  editor,  and  we  note,  if  not  any  great  depth  of  thou^t, 
a  singular  maturity  of  style.  The  boy's  sermons,  like  those  rf 
most  other  homiletic  children,  were  probably  reproductions 
of  his  father's,  but  they  might  be  preached  by  many  young 
curates,  and  leave  on  their  congregations  the  impression  that 
they  had  been  taking  lessons  in  composition,  and  had  profited 
by  the  discipline.  At  times  there  is  an  amusing  assumption  of 
the  gravity  of  a  mature  e:L})erience,  and  the  boldness  of  a 
prophet  witnessing  against  surrounding  evils.  Thus,  in  a  dis- 
course on  *  The  Abuse  and  Profanation  of  the  Sabbath,'  the 
boy-preacher  writes : — 

*  We  once  boasted,  and  perhaps  truly,  of  the  virtue  and  simpb'city 
of  the  British  nation ;  but  alas,  our  vices  and  immorality  have  now 
rendered  the  boast  absurd  and  ridiculous.  And  I  confess  when  I  look 
upon  the  present  and  past  state  of  our  public  morals,  and  when  I  con- 
trast oiu:  present  luxury,  dissipation,  and  depravity,  with  past  frngali^ 
and  virtue,  I  feel  not  merely  a  sensation  of  r^:ret,  but  also  of  terror, 
for  the  result  of  the  change.  .  .  .  When  particularly  amongst  the 
higher  ranks,  it  (the  observance  of  the  Lord*s  day)  is  still  more  crimi- 
nally abused  and  neglected,  when  an  assembly  is  held  by  a  lady  of  the 
first  distinction,  and  resorted  to  by  the  princes  and  nobles  of  the  land, 
not  to  offer  up  prayers  and  thanksgivings  to  the  Almighty,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  devout  conversation,  not,  in  short,  for  any  religious  or  usefU 
purpose,  but  to  discourse  on  that  most  absurd,  ridiculous,  and  unim- 
portant subject  which  can  engage  the  attention  of  man  :  I  mean,  upon 
fashion.'*     .     .     . 

♦  Primiti©,  p.  168. 
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An  *  Eastern  Tale'  shows  that  the  boy  had  read  ^Basselas' 
with  the  avidity  which  seeks  to  imitate  what  it  admires;  and 
if  the  fortunes  of  Ahnurad  had  been  told  in  the  'Bambler/ 
few  readers,  we  think,  would  have  detected  the  appearance 
of  a  new  contributor,  and  still  less  have  suspected  that  he 
was  not  yet  in  his  teens.  When  the  boy  entered  at  the  age 
of  eleven  on  the  perilous  path  of  satire,  having  trained  himself 
apparently,  as  we  have  said,  on  Pope  and  Dryden,  the  advent- 
ure was  a  bolder  one.  Yet  even  here  the  imitative  power,  as 
well  as  aim,  is  seen  in  no  common  measure.  This,  for  example, 
is  a  picture  of  a  lady  who  might  have  played  her  part  in  the 
*  School  for  Scandal : ' — 

*  The  fame  of  all,  the  good,  the  great,  the  wise, 
At  Clara's  mercy  undistinguished  lies. 
Clara  is  Fame's  vicegerent  here  in  Town, 
And  amply  shares  the  lying  dame's  renown  ; 
Her  hundred  tongues  in  Clara  hold  their  seat, 
And  make  a  one-tongued  chatterer  complete.' 

The  volume  closes  with  a  prophecy  which,  happily,  perhaps, 
for  the  poet  and  his  friends,  was  not  fulfilled : — 

*  Such  be  my  lot ;  however  dull  my  lays, 

I  care  not  if  the  voice  of  friendship  praise. 
•  #  «  «  « 

On  famed  Parnassus'  ever-blooming  brow, 
Still  must  I  seek  the  various  flowers  that  grow. 
Still  shall  I  seek  Apollo's  sheltering  ray, 
To  cheer  my  spirits  and  inspire  my  lay.'  • 

A  writer  whose  literary  career  began  thus  prematurely  and 
after  this  fashion  might  have  been  expected  to  develop  into  a 
man  of  letters  after  the  type  of  the  earlier  Georgian  era ; 
writing  satires,  more  or  less  embittered,  translations  from  the 
classics,  possibly  becoming  a  clever  advocate  or  a  distinguished 
preacher.  Fortunately  the  salutary,  though  it  may  be  some- 
what rough  influences  of  English  school  and  college  life  came 
to  check  the  too  luxuriant  growth.  In  the  playground  of 
Charterhouse  the  boy-author  was  probably  exposed  to  a  fair 
share    of  good-humoured   *  chaffing,'    and   his   unquestioned 

Eowers  were  turaed  by  Dr.  Baine,  the  then  head-master,  to 
ealthier  and  better  work.  No  more  flowers,  real  or  artificial, 
were  gathered  on  Parnassus,  and  Apollo  placed  his  young 
votary  under  the  care  of  the  graver  Muses  that  preside  over 
history  and  philosophy.  Though  from  time  to  time,  in  later 
life,  he  amused  himself  with  jeux  cCesprit  in  some  or  all  of  the 

•  Primitiae,  pp.  226-230. 
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nnroeroUB  languageB  with  which   he  was  familiar,  he  Dever 
afterwards,  bo  far  as  we  know,  wrote  any  seriouB  poetry  at  alL 
We  pass  rapidly  over  the  period  which  to  a  biographer  U  it 
once  the  most  intereetisg  and  often  the  most  embarrassing,  that 
in  which  character  is  forming  and  convictions  ripening,  and 
companionship  with  men  like-minded,  or  it  may  be,  quite  other 
than  like-minded,  is  telling  upon  both.     It  will  be  enough  to 
glance  at  the  school-life,  the  correspondence  with  Bcho^-f<d- 
£>w8  on  •subjects  literary,  political,  philosophical,  in  Freocli, 
and  Latin,  and  English,  and  the  friendship  there  formed,  to 
last   till  the  end  of  hfe,  as  the  last  page  of  this  article  will 
show,  with  an  ever-deepening  reverence  and  affection,  vith 
JuUuB  Hare;  at  the  years  at  Trinity  with  Hare  and  Whewell 
and  Sedgwick,  as  companions  at  the  Scholars'  table ;  at  tk 
honours  of  the  Craven  and  Bell  Scholarships,  and  of  the  Chain 
cellor's  Medal,  that  attested  the  powers  of  the  young  student 
to  whom  the  rigour  of  the  Canibridge  Examination  system, 
then  without  the  classical  tripos,  which  was  instituted  in  1824, 
allowed  no  higher  place  than  that  of  22nd  Senior  Optime ;  it 
his  election  to  a  fellowship  at  Trinity  in  1819.     Of  the  inflow 
ences  that  actually  told  upon  the  growth  of  mind  and  character 
we  have  as  yet  no  definite  information.     There  are  no  signs 
that  he  ever  came  in  any  measure  under  the  influence  of  ^e 
great  Evangelical  leader  who,  in  spite  of  many  personal  eccen- 
tricities ana   the  want  of  any  high  intellectual  gifts  or  cul- 
ture, was  for  many  a  long  year  the  prophet  of  nis  party  tt 
Cambridge.     It  was  hardly  likely,  indeed,  that  a  young  nun 
of  Thirlwall's  power,  a  power  tending  every  year  to  a  oalm 
and  self-poBsessed  equilibrium,  unemotional  and  unimpresdble, 
should  look  to  Charles  Simeon  as  not  a  few  men,  even  of  high 
calibre,  such  as  Henry  II 
regions  of  religious  thou£ 
and  the  firet  utterance  of 
the  school  of  thought  ki 
bable  that  even  then  be 
So  far  as  we  may  judge  I 
the  teaching  of  WUliam  1 
who  died  just  before  he 
Lectures  on  the  Articles 
years  among  the  text-bool 
holy  orders.     They  were 
survivor  of  one  school  of 
cursor  of  another,  namely 
Peterborough,  who  had  be 
of  the  scholars  of  Genua 
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translated),  and  Eichhorn,  accessible  to  English  students.  The 
remarkable  Introduction  to  the  translation  of  Schleiennacher*s 
^  Essay  on  the  Gospels  of  St.  Luke/  of  which  we  are  about  to 
speak^  shows  how  largely  the  *  Dissertation  on  the  Origin  of 
'  the  Gospels^'  which  Bishop  Marsh  had  prefixed  to  his  transla- 
tion of  Michaelis,  had  occupied  young  Thirlwall's  attention. 

The  Introduction  to  Schleiermacher's  St.  Luke  was  written, 
it  must  be  remembered,  before  his  ordination,  when  he  was  yet 
a  young  law  student  in  the  Temple.  It  shows,  we  think, 
beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  that  his  mind  was  then  opening 
to  the  gravity  of  the  questions  to  which  the  eyes  of  most  Eng-* 
lish  theologians  were  at  that  time  closed,  and  that  he  was  will-' 
ing  and  prepared  to  face  them  without  fear.  To  the  future 
student  of  the  history  of  belief  in  the  English  Church  and 
among  the  English  people,  few  subjects  of  thought  will  be 
morelntereBting  than  the  fact  that  two  men,  afterwards  taking 
80  opposite  a  course,  and  recognised  as  leaders  by  parties  so 
adverse.  Bishop  Thirlwall  and  Dr.  Pusey,  should  at  that  time 
(ciic  1823-5)  have  been  occupied  with  the  same  studies, 
and  looking  to  their  wider  prosecution  in  England  with  hope 
and  sympathy.  When  the  Bampton  Lecturer  at  Oxford  (Dr. 
Conybeare)  had  blown  his  trumpet  of  alarm,  almost  echoT 
ing  the  devout  wish  of  a  former  occupant  of  the  university 
pulpit,^  that  ^  all  your  German  theology  might  be  buried  at 
'the  bottom  of  the  German  Ocean,'  TInrlwsdl  noted,  with  a 
characteristic  irony,  that  ^  it  woidd  almost  seem  as  if  at 
'  Oxford  the  knowledge  of  German  subjected  a  divine  to  the 
'  same  suspicion  of  heterodoxy  which  we  know  was  attached 
^  some  centuries  back  to  the  knowledge  of  Greek ;  as  if  it  was 
'  thought  there  that  a  German  theologian  is  dangerous  etiough 
'  when  he  writes  in  Latin,  but  that  when  he  argues  in  his  own 
'  language  there  can  be  no  escaping  his  venom.'  (Introd.  p.  ix.) 
When  Cambridge,  in  its  turn,  heard  the  note  of  panic  and  of 
indignation  in  Hugh  James  Bose's  'Discourses  on  German 
'  Protestantism,'  the  voice  of  the  apologist  was  raised  first  from 
the  conmion-room  of  Oriel,  and  afterwards  from  the  Hebrew' 
chair  at  Christ  Church,  reminding  men  that  '  even  the  teach- 
'  ing  of  Kant  might  be  a  schoolmaster  leading  men  to  Christ ; ' 
i^sserting  that  '  there  may  be  the  same  Christian  feeling  in 
'  very  different  forms  of  expression ;  or  that  the  basis  may 
'  exist,  though  the  intellectual  develc^ment  of  it  may  be  inl- 
'  peded  by  the  intricacies  of  an  earlier  admitted  system  of  phi- 
'  losophy ;  and  that  in  the  sceptical  struggle  after  truth,  of 

*  Dr.  Tathilm,  Rector  of  Lincoln. 
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*  many  who  are  yet  in  doubt  with  regard  either  to  the  essential 
'  doctrines  of  Christianity,  or  to  Revelation  itself,  there  may 

*  be  often  more  of  the  Christian  spirit  than  in  an  unhesitatiiig 

*  traditionary  belief.'  *  To  Dr.  Pusey  it  then  seemed  that  *the 
^  faith  of  the  Christian  depends  not  upon  the  reception  of  the 
^  one  or  the  other  book  of  Scripture ;  and  it  has  been  a  sup- 

*  position  pregnant  with  mischief,  that  any  doubt  respecting  an 

*  mdividual  portion  of  the  sacred  volume  necessarily  implies  a 

*  diminished  value  for  its  whole  contents,  or  a  weakened  rever- 
'  ence  and  gratitude  towards  its  divine  Giver.'  f  He  looked 
forward  with  hope  to  the  Evangelical  Church  of  Germanj 
being  once  again  ^  in  religious  as  well  as  scientific  depth,  at 

*  least  amongst  the  fairest  portions  of  the  Universal  Church  of 

*  the  Redeemer.'  % 

The  failure  of  the  hope  thus  expressed,  the  course  of  events 

glitical  and  religious  iri  England,  and  the  influence  of  John 
enry  Newman  as  the  master-mind,  for  a  time,  of  the  great 
Anglican  revival,  have,  we  know,  led  Dr.  Pusey  to  a  formal 
recantation  of  the  views  that  were  thus  expressed,  and  his  lan- 
guage towards  the  more  recent  developments  of  German  theo^ 
logy,  or  to  their  supposed  representatives  in  England,  has  been 
that  of  unsparing  condemnation.  We  have  no  wish  to  censure, 
though  we  may  regret^  the  inconsistency  which  has  been  so 
frankly  acknowledged,  and  for  which  there  is  so  much  to  plead 
in  extenuation.  jBut  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  remember  that 
the  two  friends,  Julius  Hare  and  Connop  Thirlwall,  who, 
though  separate  and  apart  from  him,  were  yet  fellow-students 
in  the  same  region,  remained  faithful  to  their  earlier  convic- 
tions to  the  end.     Even  when  the  outcry  against  ^  Essays  and 

*  Reviews '  and,  it  may  be,  the  impressions  left  on  Thirlwall's 
mind  by  his-  personal  controversy  with  Dr.  Rowland  Williams, 
led  him  to  attach  his  signature  to  the  vague  and  therefore  un- 
wise censure  of  that  volume,  in  the  famous  Episcopal  Encydical 
of  1861,  he  did  not  for  a  moment  disavow  his  own  earlier  teach- 
ing. He  would  not  refuse  to  others  the  licence  which  he  had 
ever  claimed  for  himself;  would  ^  never  consent  to  the  narrow- 
^  ing,  by  a  hair's  breadth,  that  latitude  of  opinion  which  the 
'  Church  has  hitherto  conceded  to  her  ministers.'  § 

The  choice  of  Schleiermacher's  ^  Essay  on  St.  Luke  *  as  that 
which  seemed  to  him  the  most  worthy,  out  of  the  rich  stores  of 
German  theological  literature,  to  be  presented  to  the  English 

*  Pusey's  *  Historical  Enquiry,*  p.  165. 

t  Ibid.  p.  154.  t  Ibid.  p.  178. 

§  Letter  to  the  <  Spectator,'  April  20, 1861. 
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'Student,  is  at  first  somewhat  difiicult  to  understand.  For  the 
essay^though  ingenious  and  suggestive,  is  neither  masterly,  nor 
ehiborate,  nor  exhaustive.  It  raises  questions  which  it  does 
not  answer.  It  treats  the  history  of  the  Nativity  in  St.  Luke's 
Grospel  as  a  *  little  poetical  work  rather  than  a  properly  histori- 
'  cal  narrative/  and  St.  Matthew's  narrative  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Magi  as 'of  a  clearly  symboUcal  character;/  and,  though 
it  rejects  the  special  form  in  which  the  rationalism  of  Paulus 
sought  to  explain  away  aU  that  was  supernatural  in  the  Gospel 
records,  there  is  throughout,  as  it  seems  to  us,  an  inadequate 
sense  of  the  greatness  of  the  subject  with  which  he  deals,  and 
even  of  the  nobleness  and  beauty  of  the  human  character  of 
Jesus.  We  must  remember,  however,  that  the  name  of 
Schleiermacher  stood  out  then  with  a  prominence  and  brightness 
which  are  now  fading  away.  To  the  students  who  had  tracked 
their  way,  under  his  guidance,  through  the  dialogues  of  Plato, 
and  had  found  in  it  an  insight  for  which  they  looked  in  vain 
elsewhere,  or  who  had  felt  their  hearts  burn  within  them  as 
they  read  his  ^  Reden  iiber  die  Beligion,'  he  seemed  almost  as 
one  who  understood  all  mysteries  and  all  knowledge.  Hare, 
for  example,  speaks  of  him  as  ^  the  greatest  master  of  irony 
'  since  Plato,'  as  *  delighting  in  pouring  out  the  boundless 

*  riches  of  his  spirit  to  all  who  conversed  with  him.'  * 

The  notes  of  the  translator  show  a  sufficiently  wide  range  of 
reading  among  the  works  of  the  then  leading  cntics  and  divines 
of  Germany  to  make  us  feel  sure  that  the  selection  was  delibe- 
rate, and  that  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  method  of  investigation 
of  which  Schleiermacher's  essay  was  an  example,  the  inquiry 
as  to  the  sources  of  each  portion  of  the  Gospel  record,  and  the 
probable  motives  which  may  have  guided  the  mind  of  the 
writer  in  recording  it,  was  one  likely  (irrespective  of  the  con- 
clusions to  which  Schleiermacher  had  himself  been  led)  to  be 
fruitftil  for  good.  There  seems  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
views  of  the  translator  on  the  great  question  of  Inspiration 
ever  materiaUy  differed  from  those  which  he  then  maintained. 
On  the  one  hand  he  rejected,  as  ^  a  doctrine  so  long  abandoned 

*  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  attack  it,'  the  belief 
that  *  the  sacred  writers  were  merely  passive  organs  or  instru- 

*  ments  of  the  Holy  Spirit'  On  the  other  he  rejected  also  the 
theory  which  recognises  some  parts  of  each  book  of  Scripture 
as  ^  written  under  a  more  immediate  influence  of  the  Holy 

*  Spirit  than  others ; '  and  therefore  draws  a  line  of  demarca- 
tion between  the  inspiration  of  the  historical  and  dogmatic  parts, 

*  *  Gnesses  at  Truth,'  p.  254,  ed.  1866. 
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and  after  weighing  the  old  and  modem  theories  in  the  balance 
of  a  singularly  judicial  mind,  was  content  to  fisdl  back  upon  the 
^  old  opmion '  that  ^  the  whole  of  Scripture  proceeded  from  the 
^  constant  and  uniform  operation  of  this  Spirit/  cleared '  from 

*  the  exi^erations  with  which  it  has  been  loaded  and  whiob 
'  were  not  implied  in  the  judgment  of  the  primitive  Church 
^  when  it  fixed  the  Canon/  and  seeking  ^  the  operation  of  the 
'  Spirit,  not  in  any  temporary,  physical,  or  even  intellectual 
^  changes  wrought  in  its  subjects,  but  in  the  continual  presence 

*  and  action  of  what  is  most  vital  and  essential  in  Christianity 
'itself.'* 

It  is  important  both  in  its  bearing  on  the  writer's  consis* 
tency,  and  as  showing  what  were  his  maturest  thoughts  on  this 
great  question,  to  turn  to  his  latest  utterances ;  and  with  this 
view  we  anticipate  what  would  otherwise  have  come  before  ui 
at  a  subsequent  stage  of  our  review  of  his  Ufe  and  work.  At 
the  time  when  Dr.  Kowland  Williams  had  startled  the  minds 
of  many  of  the  clergy  by  the  publication  of  his  '  Rational 

*  Godliness,'  and  especially  by  the  views  on  Inspiration  whidi 
that  volume  contained,  Bishop  Thirlwall,  who  was  practically 
compelled  by  his  position  as  Visitor  of  St  David's  College, 
Lampeter,  where  Dr.  Williams  held  the  office  of  Vice-Princi- 
pal, to  deal  with  the  questions  thus  raised,  did  not  shrink  from 
defending  the  statement  that  '  the  Church  was  before  the 
^  Bible,  as  a  speaker  ha  before  his  voice ; '  and  ^  that  Holj 
^  Scripture  is  not  the  foundation  of  the  Christian  faith  so 
^  much  as  its  creature,  its  expression,  and  its  embodiment' t 
Even  in  reference  to  the  wider  statement  that  *  if  that  Spirit 
^  by  which  every  man  spake  of  old  is  for  ever  a  living  and  a 

*  present  power,  its  later  lessons  may  well  transc^d  its  earlier,* 
he  speaks  in  a  passage  of  singular  eloquence,  with  a  wisdom 
and  a  calmness  not  often  found  in  Episcopal  Charges : — 

'  I  should  be  sorry  to  put  an  invidious  construction  on  this  language. 
Though  it  may  lend  itself  on  the  one  hand  to  a  Romish  theoiy  of  de* 
velopment,  on  the  other  to  the  fancies  of  individual  enthudastB,  I 
am  persuaded  that  the  author's  meaning  is  equally  remote  from  boih. 
And  I  would  not  deny  that  there  is  a  sense  in  whidi  the  statement  nuy 
be  accepted,  and  in  which  it  will  be  found  not  only  not  to  depreciate, 
but  to  enhance  the  value  and  dignity  of  Holy  Scripture.  For  the  ful- 
ness of  the  stream  is  the  glory  of  its  foimtain ;  and  it  is  because  the 
Ganges  is  not  lost  among  its  native  hills,  but  deepens  and  widens  until 
it  reaches  the  ocean,  that  so  many  pilgrimages  are  made  to  its  springs. 
And  to  the  end  of  time  there  can  be  no  assignable  limits  to  the  true 
development,  and,  above  all,  to  the  practical  application,  of  the  truths 

♦  Introd.  p,  xix.  f  Charge  for  1857,  p.  78. 
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omtained  in  Holy  Scripture ;  and  so  the  later  stages  of  this  develop- 
ment may  well ''  transcend  the  earlier,  the  new  things  be  better  than 
"  the  old."  '  ♦ 

SpeculationB  as  to  what  might  have  been  Connop  Thirls 
wall's  career  had  he  continued  in  his  chambers  in  the  Temple 
are  not,  perhaps,  very  profitable,  yet  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
avoid  indulging  in  them.  The  success  of  a  nisipritis  advocate, 
who  can  persuade  juries  by  eloquent  declamation,  or  make 
his  way  to  high  office  through  brilliant  oratory  in  the  House 
of  Conunons,  would  hardly,  we  may  believe,  have  been  his 
portion.  But  there  are  regions  of  law,  dealing  with  the  appli^ 
cation  of  complicated  or  apparently  conflicting  principles,  in 
whidli  his  intellect,  at  once  so  strong  in  its  grasp  and  so  subtle 
in  its  handling,  would  have  found  full  scope  and  asserted  its 
nuistery.  We  cannot  help  feeling  that  if  the  Church  ga;ined 
the  rare  treasure  cf  a  judge-like  Bishop,  the  State  lost  one 
whose  name  would  have  stood  high  in  its  catalogue  of  illus- 
trious judges,  who  might  have  rivalled  the  fame  of  Stowell  in 
threading  his  way  through  the  labyrinth  of  International  Law, 
and  might  have  disputed  the  palm  with  Cockbum  in  disentang- 
ling and  exposing  some  gigantic  imposture.  To  the  last  he  so 
far  retained  the  old  taste  as  to  find  a  special  delight  in  track- 
ing the  course  of  the  more  prominent  causes  cSlebres  of  the  day, 
and  expressing  his  judgment  on  them. 

An  interesting  passage  in  the  Autobiography  of  Mr.  John 
Stuart  Mill  enables  us  to  picture  to  ourselves  some  of  the 
surroundings  of  this  period  of  Bishop  ThirlwaH's  life.  We 
find  his  name  in  1825  among  the  members  of  the  Debating 
Society  which  owed  its  birth  to  Mr.  Mill  and  other  disciples 
of  Bentham,  but  which,  as  it  expanded,  came  to  include 
Macaulay  and  Frederick  Maurice  and  John  Sterling,  Albany 
Fonblanque  and  the  two  Bulwers,  the  present  Earl  Grey  and 
—as  if  the  company  of  prophets  would  not  be  complete  without 
a  Saul  among  them — Samuel  Wilberforce.  Well-nigh  all  the 
names  in  Mr.  Mill's  list  now  belong  to  the  history  of  the  past; 
but  it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  the  intellectual  passages-at- 
arms,  the  conflict  of  feelings  and  principles,  which  must  have 
been  the  result  of  the  collision  in  debate  of  minds  of  so  high 
an  order  and  for  the  most  so  ready  in  eloquent  utterance. 
Whether  he  came,  as  Hare  did  about  the  same  period,  and 
Maurice  somewhat  later,  under  the  influence  of  Samuel  Taylor 
Coleridge,  as  the  representative  of  a  new  school  of  thought  in 
religion  and  in  politics,  which  was  neither  Whig  nor  Tory, 

♦  Charge  for  1857,  p.  81. 
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orthodox  nor,  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  term,  rationalistic,  we 
have  no  means  of  knowing.  His  writings  at  all  events  have 
no  trace  of  the  teaching  of  the  Seer  of  High^te,  and  the  clear, 
analytical  character  of  mind  which  distinguished  him  through- 
out was  hardly  likely  to  be  impressed  by  the  discursive,  half- 
mystic  monologues  in  which  the  problems  of  the  universe 
seemed  to  the  speaker  to  be  solved  by  some  new  formula  in- 
telligible only  to  the  initiated. 

We  may  probably  trace,  in  part  at  least,  the  recollection  of 
these  early  days  in  the  exceptional  and  courageous  action  of 
Bishop  Thirlwall  when  Mr.  Mill  oflFered  himself  in  1865  as  a 
candidate  for  Westminster.  Among  the  electioneering  agencies 
employed  by  Mr.  Mill's  opponents,  one  was  the  circulation  of 
a  placard  containing  a  sentence  from  his  ^  Examination  of  Sir 

*  W.  Hamilton's  Philosophy'  Tp.  183),  in  which  he  had  said, 
that  *if  he  had  to  go  to  Hell'  because  he  could  not  worship  a 

*  Being  who  was  not  good  in  the  sense  in  which  he  applied 
'  that  term  to  his  fellow  creatures,'  then,  rather  than  pay  that 
homage  where  it  was  not  due,  *  to  Hell  he  would  go.'  The 
quotation  was  intended  to  shock  the  minds  of  the  electors 
as  bold,  irreverent,   blasphemous.      The  ^  Record '  and  the 

*  Morning  Advertiser '  either  opened  the  attack,  or  followed  it 
up,  in  leading  articles.  Bishop  Thirlwall,  in  a  letter  published 
at  the  time,  maintained,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  the  ut- 
terance of  a  conviction  in  harmony  with  *  the  purest  spirit  of 

*  Christian  morality,'  that  nothing  but  *an  intellectual  and 

*  moral  incapacity  worthy  of  the  "  Record  "  and  its  satellite ' 
could  have  failed  to  recognise  its  truth,  and  that  it  *  thrilled  * 
him  '  with  a  sense  of  the  ethical  sublime.'  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  same  paper  that  contained  the  Bishop's  letter  (the 

*  Spectator '  of  June  17, 1865)  contained  one  from  Mr.  Maurice 
defending  what  Mill  had  said  in  yet  more  earnest  and  impas- 
sioned language. 

As  it  was,  however,  his  return  to  Cambridge  to  take  orders 
and  hold  a  tutorship  at  Trinity  opened  the  way  for  labours 
that  were  more  congenial  to  the  culture  of  the  scholar.  In 
conjunction   with   his   friend   Hare   he   translated  Niebuhr's 

*  History  of  Rome,'  and  thus  led  the  way  to  the  reception  of 
that  method  of  historical  study  in  which  it  still  remains  a 
master-piece  and  a  model,  though  its  conclusions  may  have 
been  more  or  less  modified  by  the  labours  of  later  scholars,  as 
Mommsen  and  Ihne,  and  Sir  G.  Cornewall  Lewis.*  In  the  same 

*  It  may  be  noted  as  marking  the  difference  of  the  air  we  breathe 
in  these  r^ons  now  from  that  which  the  first  laboiu'ers  had  to  en- 
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partnership  too  he  became  one  of  the  editors  of  the  *  Philologi- 
*  cal  Museum'  (1832-33),  and  was  naturally  one  of  the  chief 
contributors.  The  list  of  subjects  handled  by  him  brings  out 
with  sufficient  vividness  the  wide  range  of  his  reading,  and  his 
treatment  of  them  illustrates  the  power  at  once  of  minute  criti- 
cism and  of  a  generalising  grasp  of  thought  which  continued 
afterwards  to  characterise  his  writings.  Dissertations  on  the 
myths  of  Ancaeus,  of  Memnon^  and  of  Ogyges,  on  the  cycle  of 
Socratic  questions  historical  and  philosophical,  in  papers  on 
Xenophon,  Niebuhr,  and  Delbrueck,  and  again  on  Socrates, 
Schleiermacher,  and  Delbrueck,  and  an  elaborate  review  of 
Kruse's  ^  Hellas/  are  all  interesting  as  part  of  the  training  by 
which  he  was  qualifying  himself  for  the  great  work  which  was 
first  to  carry  his  fame  beyond  the  limits  of  the  University. 
But  the  paper  most  remarkable  in  every  way  from  its  profound 
insight,  and  its  application  of  a  subtle  analysis  to  a  poet's 
thoughts,  is  his  essay  *  On  the  Irony  of  Sophocles.'  As  we 
follow  his  inquiry  into  the  nature  and  laws  of  an  art  in  which 
he  was  himself  so  consummate  a  master,  and  see  how  he  traces 
their  operation  in  every  scene  and  well-nigh  every  speech  of 
the  great  tragedian,  we  regret  that  he  was  never  led  in  the 
course  of  his  literary  labours  to  appear  in  the  character  of  a 
commentator  on  Shakspeare.  In  anv  selection  from  Bishop 
Thirlwall's  writings,  such  as  that  which  has  been  announced 
under  the  editorship  of  Professor  Perowne,  this  Essay  ought 
not  to  be  omitted. 

These  articles,  however,  were  but  the  prelude  to  the  task 
upon  which  he  was  soon  to  enter.  The  circumstances  under  which 
he  began  his  great  work  were  not,  perhaps,  the  most  favourable. 
Though  familiar,  as  we  have  seen,  not  only  with  the  broad 
pathways  but  with  every  hole  and  corner  of  Greek  research, 
it  does  not  seem  that  he  had  spontaneously  formed  the  purpose 
of  concentrating  all  this  vast  and  varied  knowledge  on  one 
single  book  which  should  take  its  place  as  a  Krrjfia  is  ael  in  the 
historical  literature    of  England.      The   impulse   which   was 

counter  that  in  an  article  in  the  *  Quarterly  Review '  (No.  Ixxvii.), 
which  appeared  shortly  after  the  publication  of  the  English  version  of 
Niebuhr*8  *  History,'  the  historian  himself  was  denounced  as  *  a  pert, 
'  dull  scoffer,'  and  the  translators  charged  with  '  reproducing  the  most 
'  offensive  paragraphs  written  since  the  days  of  the  '^  Philosophical 
* "  Dictionary." '  It  is  only  fair  to  our  contemporary  to  add,  that  the 
actual  review  of  the  book  (No.  Ixiii.)  was  temperate  and  scholarly,  and 
that  even  the  offensive  note  complimented  Mr.  Thirlwall  on  the  ability 
shown  in  his  Preface  to  the  translation  of  Schleiermacher,  and  in  that 
to  his  version  of  some  of  Tieck's  tales. 
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needed  to  give  form  and  sbap^  and  permanency  to  what  might 
otherwise  nave  left  no  other  memorial  of  itself  than  a  few 
scholarly  essays  and  reviews  came  from  without.  Among 
the  early  enterprises  for  the  diffiision  of  the  results  of  scientific 
and  historical  labours  beyond  the  circle  of  professed  scholus 
and  men  of  science  was  a  certain  series  started  by  the  pub* 
lishers  of  this  Review,  and  known  from  the  name  of  its  editor 
(an  active,  pushing,  able  man  of  science,  the  close  of  whose 
career  clouded  a  reputation  that  had  been  gained  by  many 
useful  labours),  as  *Lardner's  Cyclopasdia.'  To  this  series 
Mr.  Thirlwall  was  invited  to  contribute  a  History  of  Greece. 
Taking  the  standard  recognised  for  other  subjects,  what  was 
probably  expected  was  a  popular  narrative  brought  within  the 
compass  of  two  or  three  duodecimo  volumes.  To  work  on  this 
scale,  however,  was  soon  found  to  be  difficult;  if  not  impossible, 
for  one  who  in  his  treatment  even  of  subordinate  questions 
connected  with  his  subject  ever  aimed  at  a  singularly  elaborate 
completeness.  The  *  Advertisement '  to  the  first  volume  (pub- 
lished in  1835),  accordingly  states  apologetically  that  *  the  plan 

*  of  the  little  work,  thus  begun,  had  been  considerably  enlarged 

*  since  it  was  first  undertaken,'  and  that  the  author  feared  that 

*  a  critical  eye  might  be  able  to  detect  some  traces  of  this  varia- 

*  tion  from  the  original  design  in  the  manner  of  treating  one 

*  or  two  subjects.'  There  still  remained,  however,  after  that 
first  enlargement,  the  uneasy  sense  that  he  was  writing  for 
two  different  sets  of  readers,  *  whose  wants  might  not  always 

*  exactly    coincide,'  one,  that  of  the    large  class   who  ^  had 

*  neithejp  leisure  nor  means  to  study  Greek  history  for  them- 
^  selves  in  its  original  sources,'  the  other,  that  of  the  scholars 
to  whom  the  writer  would  more  willingly  have  addressed  him- 
self;  and  to  this  may  be  ascribed,  we  believe,  the  fact  that  the 
verdict  of  most  students  has,  of  late  years,  assigned  the  first  place 
among  the  writers  of  the  history  of  Greece,  not  to  Thirlwall, 
but  to  Grote.  In  knowledge  the  former  was  at  least  the 
equal  of  the  latter,  in  calmness  of  judgment  and  freedom  from 
the  partisanship  which  transfers  the  feelings  of  modem  political 
contests  to  those  of  analogous  parties  in  the  conflicts  of  ancient 
commonwealths,  he  stood  confessedly  on  a  higher  elevation. 
The  latter  had,  however,  the  almost  inestimable  advantage  of 
a  self-chosen  task,  of  working  at  his  own  will  and  at  his  own 
leisure,  without  the  fear  of  remonstrances  from  an  impatient 
editor  pressing  for  volumes  in  succession  at  fixed  intervals, 
and  the  result  was  that  what  he  produced  was  more  manifestly 
a  labour  of  love,  that  to  which  he  had  not  only  brought  all  the 
vast  stores  of  his  information,  but  into  which  lie  had  transfused 
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tdl  the  lif<^  and  yigoor  of  a  singularly  energetic  nature^  sharing 
in  ihe  activities  of  political  life  in  England,  and  therefore 
better  able  to  enter  with  animation,  if  not  with  impartiality, 
into  those  of  the  political  life  of  Greece.  So  it  is  that  we 
may  trace  in  the  apologist  of  Cleon  one  who  fonnd  how  easily 
a  Conservative  majonty  of  country  gentlemen,  the  koXoI" 
Korfodol  of  the  House  of  Commons,  come  to  despise  and  de- 
nounce a  Liberal  leader  sprung  from  the  ranks  of  the  people, 
and  in  the  courage  that  led  him  to  an  elaborate  vindication  of 
the  Sophists,  as  men  before  their  time,  the  educators  and  refor- 
mers of  their  generation,  a  sympathy  with  the  Benthamite 
sdiool,  of  which  he  himself  was  one  of  the  foremost  represen- 
tatives, and  which  had  been  decried  as  consisting  all  but  ex- 
clusively of  doctrinaires  without  principle  and  without  heart. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  the  disadvantages  under  which  Thirlwall 
worked,  his  History  has  distinctive  merits  of  its  own.     We  can 
scarcely  expect  the  students  of  this  generation  to  give  much 
time  or  labour  to  works  that  are  already  fading  into  the  dim 
obscurity  of  a  past,  almost  of  an  obsolescent  literature ;  but  if 
we  are  to  judge  rightly  of  Bishop  Thirlwall's  labours  in  this 
region,  they  must  be  compared  with  those  that  had  preceded, 
as  well  as  with  those  that  have  followed  him.     Till  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present   century,  indeed,  it   may  be   said 
with  truth  that  there  was  no  History  of  Greece  in  the  English 
language  worthy  even  of  the  passing  notice  of  the  scholar.    • 
Goldsmith,  with  that  facile  pen  of  which   it  was  true  that 
*  «iAi7  tetiffit  quod  non  omavity    had  written  a  popular  and 
entertaining  schoolbook,  and  this,  with  such  part  of  Rollin 
as  dealt  with  Greece,  and  one  or  two  forgotten  works  by 
Stanyan  and  others,  were  all  that  were  to  be  found  even  in 
the  catalogues  of  our  libraries.     Practically,  most  men  learnt 
what  they  knew  of  the  heroes  and  statesmen  of  Greece  from 
PlutarchV  Lives.     The  appearance  of  Mitford's  History,  in 
1808,  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  greatness  of  the 
subject,  and  with  a  scholarship  as   much  in  advance  of  his 
predecessors  as  it  has  been  distanced  by  his  followers,  may 
accordingly  be  noted,  in  a  favourite  phrase   of  our  Teutonic 
friends,  as  that  of  an  epoch-making  work.      Mitford  wrote, 
however,  unmistakeably,  if  not  avowedly,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  an  English  Tory.     The  absurd  pseudo-classicalism  of 
the  leaders    (u  the  French  Revolution,  the    revival  of  the 
phrases  and  forms  of  old  republics  in  the  rhetoric  of  Gi- 
rondists and  Jacobins;   perhaps  even  the  analogy  between 
the  massacres  of  Corcyra  and  those  of  the  Beign  of  Terror, 
led  him  so  to  write  his  history  as  to  point  a  moral  as  to  the 
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evils  of  democracy.  As  Mr.  Disraeli,  in  one  of  the  earlier 
phases  of  his  changing  life,  described  Alison's  *  History  of 
'  Europe '  as  written  to  prove  that  *  Providence  was  on  the  side 
*  of  the  Tories,'  so  might  Mitford's  *  History  of  Greece '  be 
described  as  an  apologia  for  the  Toryism  of  Sparta  and  in 
indictment  against  the  Liberalism  of  Athens.  Grote  came 
afterwards,  as  we  have  seen,  as  counsel  for  the  defendant,  and 
pleaded  for  his  client  with  all  the  fervour  of  sympathy.  Be- 
tween the  two,  balancing  evidence  with  a  judicial  calmness, 
but  with  the  principles  of  a  oonstitutional  Whig,  keen  to 
detect  the  mistakes  and  exaggerations  of  the  writer  who  wts 
then  his  only  rival,  but  somewhat  crippled  and  restrained  by 
the  conditions  of  which  we  have  already  spoken,  came  Thirl- 
wall.  His  History  has  at  once  the  merits  and  the  defects 
which  under  those  conditions  might  be  expected.  It  moves 
on  in  a  calm  and  equable  style  seldom  rising  into  fervour, 
free  from  all  inaccuracy  in  language  or  in  statement, 
yet  wanting  in  that  pictorial  vividness  which  we  have  learnt  to 
expect  at  the  hands  of  historians  of  the  first  order ;  vindicating, 
where  necessary,  the  persons  or  tiie  institutions  that  passed 
under  his  review  from  the  censures  or  the  sneers  of  ignorance, 
sometimes  with  a  characteristic  irony,  sometimes  with  a  grave 
dignity.  It  is  in  these  last  passages  that  he  rises  to  his 
highest  level,  and  we  may  be  pardoned  for  recalling  one  or 
two  of  them  to  the  memory  of  a  generation  to  whom  the  work 
is  becoming,  we  fear,  less  familiar  than  it  ought  to  be.  Here, 
for  example,  is  an  answer  to  the  common  charge  (of  which 
Mitford  had  made  much)  of  ingratitude  brought  against  demo- 
cratic governments  on  the  strength  of  the  sentence  passed  by 
the  Athenians  on  Miltiades : — 

'  Darius  might  well  think  that  the  benefit  he  had  received  from  His- 
tieuB  was  80  great  that  it  could  scarcely  be  effaced  by  any  subsequent 
offence.  But  Miltiades  was  not  in  any  such  sense  the  benefactor  of  the 
Athenians :  if  they  conceived  that  nothing  he  had  done  for  them  ought 
to  raise  him  above  the  laws,  if  they  even  thought  that  his  seryioes  had 
been  sufficiently  rewarded  by  the  station  which  enabled  him  to  perform 
them,  and  by  tne  glory  he  reaped  from  them,  they  were  not  ungratefal 
or  unjust,  and  if  Miltiades  thought  otherwise,  he  had  not  learnt  to  lire 
in  a  free  state.* 

It  was  to  be  expected,  perhaps,  that  the  work  of  one  who 
never  hurried  to  a  close,  and  who  gathered  energy  as  he  went 
onward,  should  attain  itB  highest  excellence  in  itslater  portions; 
and  it  is  here  acoordinglv,  in  the  history  of  Philip  and  Alexander 
and  their  successors,  that  we  find  not  only  the  greatest  fid- 
ness  in  detail    but  the  greatest  vigour  in  the  appreciation 
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and  delineation  of  character.  While  we  read  his  account  of 
Themistocles  and  Pericles,  and  even  of  Socrates,  ivith  some- 
thing like  disappointment  at  the  passionless  calmness  with 
whidi  the  story  of  their  life  is  told,  the  estimates  of  the 
characters  of  Phocion  and  Alexander,  with  which  we  close  our 
extracts,  may  take  their  place  (even  if  we  do  not  altogether 
accept  his  verdict)  among  the  highest  models  of  this  part  of 
the  historian's  task. 
Thus,  of  the  former  : — 

'  Had  he  lived  in  an  earlier  period,  he  might  have  served  his  country, 
like  Nicias,  with  unsullied  honoiur.  In  a  later  age  he  might  have 
passed  his  life  in  peaceful  security.  His  lot  fell  on  dark  and  troubled 
times,  when  it  was  difficult  to  act  with  dignity,  and  the  best  patriot 
might  be  inclined  to  despair.  But  he  despaired  and  yet  acted.  He 
despaired,  not  merely  of  his  country,  which  anyone  may  innocently  do ; 
but  also  for  her,  which  no  man  has  a  right  to  do.  He  would  have 
forced  her  to  despair  of  herself.  He  resisted  every  attempt  that  was 
made  by  bolder  and  more  sanguine  patriots  to  restore  her  independence. 
He  did  not  withdraw  from  public  life ;  he  acted  as  the  tool  of  his 
country's  enemies,  as  the  servant  of  a  foreign  master ;  content  to  miti- 
gate the  pressure  of  the  degrading  yoke  which  he  had  helped  to  impose. 
Towards  the  close  of  his  life  he  descended  lower  and  lower,  constant 
only  in  his  opposition  to  whatever  bore  the  aspect  of  freedom.  The 
fellow  who  spat  on  him  in  his  way  to  execution  was  perhaps  a  more 
estimable  person  than  the  man  to  whom  he  would  have  surrendered 
Athens  as  well  as  himself.  He  left  a  character  politically  worse  than 
doubtful ;  one  which  his  private  worth  alone  redeems  from  the  m&anj 
that  clings  to  the  names  of  a  Callimedon  and  a  Demades ;  a  warning 
to  all  who  may  be  placed  in  like  circumstances,  to  shun  his  example, 
•whether  they  value  their  own  peace,  or  the  esteem  of  posterity.' 

And  of  Alexander,  after  narrating  the  circumstc^nces  of  his 
death : — 

*  So  passed  from  the  earth  one  of  the  greatest  of  her  sons ;  great 
above  most,  for  what  he  was  in  himself,  and  not,  as  many  who  have 
borne  the  title,  for  what  was  given  him  to  effect.  Great,  not  merely 
in  the  vast  compass,  and  the  persevering  ardour  of  his  ambition,  nor  in 
the  qualities  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  gratify  it  and  to  crowd  so 
many  memorable  actions  within  so  short  a  period ;  but  in  the  course 
which  his  ambition  took,  in  the  collateral  aims  which  ennobled  and 
purified  it,  so  that  it  almost  grew  into  one  with  the  highest  of  which 
man  is  capable,  the  desire  of  knowledge  and  the  love  of  good.  In  a 
word,  great  as  one  of  the  benefactors  of  his  kind.  .  .  .  It  is  not  to 
he  supposed  that  in  any  of  his  undertakings  he  was  animated  by  specu- 
lative curiosity,  or  by  abstract  philanthropy.  If  he  sought  to  discover, 
S8  well  as  to  conquer,  it  was  because  the  limits  of  the  known  world 
were  too  narrow  for  his  ambition.  His  main  object,  tmdoubtedly, 
was  to  found  a  solid  and  flourishing  empire ;  but  the  means  which  he 
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adapted  fbr  this  end  were  such  ae'the  highest  wisdom  and  benevc^ce' 
might  haye  •  suggested  to'  him  in  his  situation,  without  any  idfiah 
motive.  ,        . 

Frcnn  the  work  of  the  sdiolar  we  turn  to  that  of  the  theo- 
logian. And  here,  as  the  first  outwi^rd  sign  of  a  revived 
interest  in  the  studies  that  h^  borne  their  first-fi-ista  in  the 
translation  of  Schleiermacher,  we  note  the  publicatioti  in  1334 
of  the  memorable  pamphlet  on  the  'Admission  of  Dissenters  to 
'  Academical  Degrees,  which  led,  in  the  first  instance,  as  its 
directoonsequence,  to  the  loss  of  his  tutorship  at  Trinity,  and, 
afterwards,  as  placing  him  among  the  most  conspicuous  of  the 
Hberal  thinkers  of  Cambri^e,  to  his  appointment .  by  Lord 
Melbourne  to  the  bishopric  of  St.  David's.  It  would  be  a 
mistake  to  suppose,  however,  that  it  was  the  liberalism  of  the 
pamphlet  wholly  or  chiefly  that  roused  the  indignation  and 
anger  of  the  authorities  of  Trinity  and  other  colleges.  The 
principles  which  it  asserted  were  indeed  clear  and  bold  in  their 
utterance*  To  him  the  compulsory  attendance  at  chapel,  then 
imposed  on  all  students,  seemed  to  make  the  daily  service  ^  to 
^  the  great  majority  of  our  congregations  not  a  religious  service 
^  at  all,  and  to  the  remaining  few  the  least  impressive  and 

*  edifying  that  can  well  be  conceived,'  If  he  was  met,  as  he 
was  by  the  present  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  with  the  plea  that  the 
alternative  was  between  a  *  compulsory  reli^on  and  no  rc- 
^  ligion  at  all,'  the  answer  was,  that  '  he  could  not  draw  such 
^  delicate  distinctions,'  and  that  the  *  difierence  between  a  com* 
'  pulsory  religion  and  no  religion  at  all  was  too  subtle  for  his 
^  grasp.'  But  that  which  caused  the  waters  of  bitterness  to 
overflow  was  the  startling  assertion  that  the  institutions  w^d^ 
were  resisting  the  admission  of  Dissenters  on  the  groimd  that 
they  were  pre-eminently  places  not  only  of  ^ sound  learning' 
but  of  ^  religious  education '  were  ^  so  far  from  being  dedicated 

*  exclusively  or  principally  to  the  study  of  theology,  that 
^  among  all  the  branches  of  learning  cultiva^ted  in  them  there 
'  was  none  that  occupied  a  smaller  share  of  their  time  and 

*  attention.'.  Only  *in  a  very  narrow,  if  not  a  forced  sense,' 
could  it  be  said  that  theology  was  cultivated  in  our  colleges 
at  alL  One  proof  of  this  assertion  lay  in  an  induction  mm 
the  progranunes  of  Divinity  Lectures,  and  College  ISxami- 
nations,  and  in  these  he  found  that,  ^hile  the  papers  set 
abounded  in  questions  on  points  of  .chronology,  of  geography, 
of  history,  of  antiquities,  the  occurrence  of  >  even  a'  smj^ei 
question  on  any  point  of  doctrine  was  a  most  rare  ezceptiov 
to  the  general  practice.  On  these  grounds  he  maintained  (1) 
that  few  Dissenters  would  object  to  their  sons  taking  the  whole 
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course  of  religious  education  as  it  was  then  actually  given, 
and  (2)  that  the  few  exceptions  might  be  met  on  what  we 
have  now  learnt  to  call  a  Conscience  Clause.  He  believed 
tiiat  ^  the  substantial  interests  of  the  University,  literature  and 
^  science,  morality  and  religion,  would  all  gain  by  such  an  ac-^ 
^  cession  to  our  niunbers,'and  he  ended  in  a  passage  of  singular 
power  and  eloquence,  marked  with  a  greater  fervour  than  the. 
judicial  calmness  which  was  afterwards  his  predominant  cha- 
racteristic : — 

*  There  is  only  one  quarter  from  which  I  see  a  real  danger  leat  this 
prospect — which  makes  me  tremble,  not  with  fear,  but  with  hope — 
should  be  for  a  time  overclouded.  If  the  prophets  of  evil  should  be- 
come its  preachers  and  ministers ;  if  from  our  pulpits  the  spirit  of  strife 
and  hatred  and  vindictive  prejudice,  some  sparks  of  whidi  exist  even 
in  the  most  generous  bosoms,  should  be  fanned  into  a  Bame ;  if  our 
youths  should  be  taught,  by  those  to  whom  they  look  up  with  reverence, 
to  consider  themselves  as  martyrs,  because  their  studies  are  shared  by 
companions  who  have  been  brought  up  in  a  different  creed ;  if  they 
should  be  urged  on  sacred  authority,  in  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
to  fight  even  to  the  death  for  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  their  elders 
as  for  divine  and  infallible  truth  :  if  a  voice  from  the  sanctuary  should* 
cry  to  those  who  may  soon  be  approaching  us,  with  hearts  perhaps  as 
full  of  kindly  feelings,  of  virtuous  aims,  and  honourable  ambition  as 
any  we  have  now  among  us :  "  Come — but  come  at  your  peril :  come 
— ^but  know  that  we  hate  and  will  persecute  you,  as  we  are  sure  that 
you  must  hate,  and,  when  you  can,  will  persecute  us  " — then  I  will  not 
answer  for  the  immediate  consequences ;  but  I  cannot  be  deterred  by 
them,  both  because  the  blame  will  rest  with  others,  and  because  I  fed 
assured  that  they  will  be  only  temporary  and  will  cease  with  the  short- 
lived effervescence  that  produces  them.'     (P.  44.) 

We  have  thought  it  worth  while  to  disinter  these  fragments 
of  a  forgotten  controversy,  not  only  because  it  is  always  well 
to  note  now  principles  that  have  since  been  generally  received 
had  at  one  time  to  be  proclaimed,  amid  rebuke  and  reproach, 
by  the  great  minds  that  were  in  advance  of  their  time  as  the 
prophets  of  a  better  future,  but  because  it  was  this  almost  con- 
temptuous survey  of  the  religious  education  given  at  Cambridge, 
though  not  without  its  parallel  at  the  time  in  the  comments  on 
the  theological  teaching  of  Oxford  in  Dr.  Pusey's  pamphlet, 

*  Remarks  on  the  Prospective  and  Past  Benefits  of  Cathedral 

*  Institutions,'  that  involved  Mr,  Thirlwall  in  a  painful  con- 
troversy with  the  Master  of  his  own,  and  the  tutors  of  that  and 
other  Colleges,  who  thought  themselves  injured  by  what  they 
looked  on  as  misrepresentations.  Moreover  it  explains^  if  we 
nristake  not,  the  attitude  of  his  mind  towards  the  .first  great 
revival  of  the  study  of  theology,  with  which  he  had  to  deal 
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on  his  elevation  to  the  Episcopate.  To  him  this  so-called 
theological  teaching,  which  was  neither  bold  nor  deep,  neither 
critical^  nor  Anglican^  nor  patristic^  nor  even  devout^  disso- 
ciated almost  entirely  from  any  thorough  study  of  the  history 
of  the  Jewish  or  the  Christian  Church,  seemed  miserably  in- 
adequate. He  was  likely  to  welcome  any  efforts  to  lay  the 
foundation  deeper^  and  to  raise  upon  it  a  more  goodly  super- 
structure. 

The  loss  of  his  Cambridge  tutorship  was  followed,  as  was 
natural,  by  preferment  from  the  Whig  Ministry  of  the  day, 
and  the  living  of  Kirby-Underdale,  with  a  small  population  of 
about  300,  to  which  Lord  Brougham  presented  him,  gave  him 
the  leisure  which  he  needed  for  the  completion  of  the  *  History 

*  of  Greece.*  It  was  followed,  after  an  interval  of  five  years, 
by  Lord  Melbourne's  selection  of  the  representative  of  Cam- 
bridge liberalism  for  the  bishopric  of  St.  David's.*  Like  the 
equally  bold  appointment  of  Dr.  Hampden  to  the  K^ius 
Professorship  of  Divinity  in  1836,  and  to  the  See  of  Hertford 
in  1847,  it  caused  some  outcry  by  way  of  protest  from  the 
organs  of  relimous  parties,  but  there  was  no  systematic  agitation 
backed  by  the  force  of  Universitv  authority,  as  there  was  at 
Oxford,  and  he  was  left  to  begin  his  episcopate  in  peace.  It 
was  characteristic  at  once  of  the  quick  capacity  of  tne  scholar, 
and  the  high  standard  of  duty  with  which  he  entered  on  the 
office  of  a  chief  pastor  of  the  Church,  that  his  first  work  was 
to  make  himself  master  of  the  language  of  the  people  who 
were  now  committed  to  his  charge,  and  without  a  knowledge 
of  which  he  felt  that  he  and  they  would  be,  in  St  Pam*s 
language,  as  ^  barbarians,'  as  strangers  and  foreigners  to  each 
other.  Within  six  months  he  was  able  to  preach  to  them  in 
their  own  tongue,  and  bringing  to  the  task  a  more  skilled  elocu- 
tion, somewhat  tremulous  in  its  emphasis,  and  a  higher  culture 
in  composition,  made  that  tongue  more  capable  oi  rhythmical 
form  and  musical  intonation  than  in  the  mouths  of  most  of 
those  to  whom  it  was  their  native  speech.  Of  the  Bishop's 
labours  in  his  diocese  this  is  not  the  place  to  speak  in  detul, 
but  it  may,  at  all  events,  be  said  that  he  gave  abundant  proof 

•  When  Dr.  Thirlwall  paid  the  formal  visit  to  the  Prime  Minister 
which  etiquette  requires  from  those  who  have  thus  reaped  the  advantages 
of  his  good  opinion,  Lord  Melbourne  is  said  to  have  called  afler  him  as 
he  was  leaving,  *  By  the  bye,  Dr.  Thirlwall,  why  did  you  translate  that 

*  book  of  Schleiermacher's  ?  *  Little  as  the  outer  world  suspected  it  of 
the  man  who  seemed  almost  too  much  of  a  dilettante  to  be  a  statesnum, 
there  were  few  speculative  or  theological  works  of  mark  with  which  he 
was  not  familiar. 
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that  the  habits  of  the  scholar  were  not  incompatible  with  the 
activity  of  the  Bishop^  and  that  he  could  look  back  at  the 
close  of  his  career  with  as  much  ground  for  thankful  satis- 
fiiction  as  most  other  prelates,  on  a  long  list  of  churches  built^ 
restored,  or  enlarged ;  of  schools  founded,  and  supplied  by  a 
Training  College  with  more  efficient  teachers ;  or  last,  but  not 
least,  of  parsonages  built,  or  poor  livings  augmented  (to  the 
extent,  in  the  course  of  his  Episcopate,  of  30,0002.)  out  of 
revenues  which  he  might  without  reproach  have  claimed  and 
treated  as  his  own.  If  he  did  not  present,  in  the  management 
of  his  diocese,  the  ubiquitous  activity  and  the  marvellous  power 
of  adaptation  to  men  of  all  classes  and  tastes  which  were 
characteristic  of  Bishop  Wilberforce,  he  was  at  least  among  the 
most  active  of  the  bishops  of  the  Principality,  and  took  his  place 
as  a  leader  in  all  works  of  good  for  the  benefit  of  its  people. 
It  is  not  without  good  cause  that  those  who  wish  to  pay  honour 
to  his  memory  have  decided  that,  while  the  grave  and  the 
bust  at  Westminster  shall  bear  their  witness  of  the  historian 
of  world-wide  fame,  and  scholarships  or  a  professorship  per- 
petuate at  Cambridge  the  memory  of  one  who  had  once  been 
'  her  glory  and  heis  shame,'  but  whom  now  all  alike  delight  to 
honour,  the  chief  personal  monument,  the  living  form  and 
likeness,  of  the  Bishop  and  Pastor,  should  stand  in  the  remote 
Cathedral  of  St  David's.* 

But  that  which  for  some  generations  to  come  will  cause  the 
Episcopate  of  Connop  Thirlwall  to  live  in  the  memories  of 
men  is  to  be  found,  beyond  a  doubt,  in  the  series  of  eleven 
Charges,  in  which  from  time  to  time  he  reviewed  not  only 
the  successive  stages  of  the  work  done  in  his  own  diocese, 
but  the  movements  of  thought  and  feeling  which  were  affect- 
ing the  condition  of  the  Church  of  England  as  a  whole.  For 
the  most  part  these  utterances,  however  eloquent  and  earnest, 
have  but  a  fame  limited  in  extent  and  fugitive  in  duration. 
The  clergy  listen  sometimes,  when  the  speaker  is  a  Wilberforce 
or  a  Magee,  with  rapt  attention,  sometimes  with  a  weary 
patience.  They  are  ^charged,'  as  Bishop  Blomfield  said  in 
one  of  his  punmng  moments,  till  they  ^go  off.'  The  discourse, 
half-sermon  and  half-essay,  when  printed,  is  circulated  in 
the  diocese  and   sent  to  friends,  and  there  its  work  for  the 

*  We  learn,  Dot  without  regret,  as  these  sheets  are  passing  through 
the  press,  that  this  plan  has  been  abandoned,  and  that  it  has  been 
determined  (chiefly  mider  the  comisels  of  the  Bishop's  successor  in 
the  see)  to  do  honour  to  Bishop  Tbirlwall's  memory  by  effecting  the 
restoration  of  the  west  front  of  St.  David's,  and  inserting,  if  there  are 
cnoQgh  fbnds,  a  memorial  window. 
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iftbst  pari  ends.  With  the  exception  of  Bishop  Butler^B  me- 
morftble  Charge  to  the  Clergy  of  Durham^  which  both  on  its 
<ywn  merits,  and  as  being  included  in  the  volume  of  his  Sermons, 
is  still,  we  suppose,  r^id  and  studied,  we  can  hardly  call  to 
mind  a  single  exception  to  the  law  which  dooms  such  com- 

r'tions  to  the  dim  region  of  the  forgotten.  That  which  gained 
Bishop  Thirlwall's  Charges  a  wider  attention  when  thej 
were  delivered,  and  will,  we  believe,  rescue  them,  for  many 
years  to  come,  from  oblivion,  was  that  they  had,  more  than 
most  others,  the  character  of  Charges  of  another  kind.  The 
speaker  was  as  a  judge  addressing  himself,  not  merely  to  the 
clergy  of  his  own  diocese,  but  to  the  wider  jury  of  thoughtful 
and  earnest  minds,  clerical  and  lay,  throughout  tiie  Englid 
Church  and  people,  weighing  evidence,  stating  the  arguments 
on  either  side,  pointing  out  their  weakness  or  their  strength, 
and  sunmiing  up  with  an  almost  unequalled  deamess  and 

Erecision.     As  such,  the  future  historian  of  the  ecclesiastiGal 
fe  of  England  during  the  last  thirty  years  will  find  liiem 
among  his  most  valuable,  if  not  indispensable,  materials. 

It  need  hardly  be  said  that  in  discussing  the  questions  which 
thus  came  under  his  review  Bishop  Thirlwall  found  himself 
for  the  most  part  on  the  side  of  the  few  and  not  of  the  many, 
and  often  stood  alone,  or  all  but  alone,  among  his  brother 
bishops.  It  was  characteristic  of  him,  as  it  was  of  Hare  and 
Maurice,  and  of  other  living  representatives  of  the  same  school, 
not  of  opinions  (for  in  this  they  often  diff^ed  widely),  but  of 
independent  thought,  that  they  had  a  kind  of  instinctive  sym- 
pathy with  minorities.  To  be  *  ever  strong  upon  the  stronger 
*  side '  was  a  sin  to  which  they  were  scarcely  tempted.  The 
peril,  if  any,  was  that  they  were  perhaps  too  ready  to  assume 
that  the  majority  must  be  wrong ;  that,  as  Gregory  of  Nazi- 
anzus  *  said  that  he  had  never  known  any  good  result  from 
the  Councils,  numerous,  famous,  oecumenical  though  tbej 
were,  in  which  he  had  taken  part,  so  they  were  disposed  to 
think  that  now  the  greater  part  of  men,  and  especially  of  the 
clergy,  were  swayed  by  passions  and  prejudices,  by  suspicions 
and  by  fears,  which  made  them  more  or  less  incapab^  of  a 
righteous  judgment.  Few  bishops  have  spoken  publicly  with 
keener  scorn  of  the  petitions  and  memorials  signed  by  dergf 
who  are  reckoned  by  the  thousand,  in  which  each  period  of 
agitation  during  the  last  forty  years  has  been  so  fruitful.  To 
him  ten  thousand  signatures  did  but  represent,  for  the  most  part, 
a  unit  with  so  many  ciphers  after  it,  and  never  influenced  bis 
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judgment  or  his  conduct  We  can  imagine  few  contrasts  more 
Btriking  or  more  instructive  than  that  which  would  result  from 
a  comparison  of  the  Charges  now  before  us  with  the  addresses 
of  this  nature,  so  full  of  passionate  indignation  and  alarm,  ask- 
ing for  '  something  to  be  done,'  and  ^  prognosticating  a  whole 
'  year  of  sects  and  schisms,'  which  now  sleep  beneath  their 
seldom-disturbed  dust  in  the  closets  of  the  library  at  Lambeth. 
With  the  Primary  Charge  of  1842  this  was  pre-eminently 
the  case.  It  was  delivered  at  a  time  when  the  Oxford  move- 
ment, then  in  its  less  advanced  stage,  had  already  excited  the 
alarm  of  the  Evangelical  party  in  the  Church,  and  disturbed 
the  minds  of  the  laity  by  innovations  in  ritual  which,  though 
now  accepted  as  harmless,  were  then  regarded  with  suspicion. 
Bishops  and  archdeacons  were,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
'  charging'  strongly  against  the  movement  as  at  variance  with 

*  the  principles  of  the  Keformation.'     It  was  a  welcome  sur- 

£rise  to  its  leaders  to  find  that  the  new  Liberal  Bishop  of  St. 
>avid's  took  a  different  tone.  He  stated,  in  terms  more  em- 
phatic than  even  they  had  adopted,  the  objections  which  they 
had  urged  a^inst  the  popular  Protestantism  of  the  day  as  a 
system  which  ^  undervalues  the  authority  of  the  Church,  dis- 
^  regards  her  ordinances,  neglects  her  ritual,  disparages  her 
'  sacraments ;'  which  ^  substitutes  empty  phrases,  barren  unreal 

*  notions,  sensible  excitement,  feelings,  and  impressions  for  the 
^  substance  of  religion ;'  and  avows  his  own  conviction  ^  both 
'  of  the  reality  and  of  the  extreme  prevalence  of  the  evil ' 
(p.  44).  Of  Mr.  Newman's  *  Lectures  on  Justification,'  then 
the  chief  object  of  attack,  as  ^  radically  false  and  utterly  irre- 

*  concilable  with  the  Church's  teaching,'  he. declares  that,  after 
the  closest  attention  he  could  give  to  the  dispute,  he  viewed  it 

*  as  one  of  words,  involving  no  real  difference  of  opinion,'  and 
consequently  ^  looked  upon  both  parties  as  equally  orthodox ' 
(p.  47).  He  vindicated  Ae  'high  '  doctrine  of  Apostolical  Suc- 
cession from  the  charge  of  being  '  exclusive  and  uncharitable,' 
and  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  those  who  maintained  it 
most  firmly  (as,  for  example,  Mr.  Newman)  taught  also 
that '  God's  favour  is  not  limited  to  the  bounds  of  His  heri- 

*  tage,'  but  that  ^  in  the  Church,  or  out  of  the  Church,  every 
'  one  that  called  on   the  name  of  the  Lord  out  of  a  pure 

*  heart  shall  be  saved'  (p.  67).     Even  in  regard  to  the  famous 

*  Tract  XC.,'  which  more  than  any  other  had  made  men  ring 
the  tocsin  of  alarm,  his  tone  is  that  of  an  apologist.  While  he 
notes  the  possible  dangers  of  the  licence  for  which  Mr.  New- 
man contended  in  that  Tract,  and  the  '  just  offence '  given  by 
the  language  used  in  it  and  elsewhere  as  to  the  Beformation, 
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he  jet  daims  for  tboee  who  used  it  the  right  to  express  ^  re- 
'  gret '  and  '  disapprobation '  at  the  '  course  pursued  by  scone 

*  of  the  BeformerSy  and  especially  at  the  extent  to  which  they 

*  were  swayed  by  foreign  influence.' 

'  I  have  yet  to  leam  that  such  views  and  feelings  are  inconsistent 
with  the  obligations  of  a  minister  of  our  Church,  or  with  a  sincere  at- 
tachment to  her.  I  know  of  no  authority  that  is  entitled  to  prescribe 
to  us  any  of  the  opinions  which  we  must  hold  as  to  the  history  of  the 
Church,  or  the  le^^sons  which  we  must  gather  from  it ;  and  I  have  no 
wish  to  see  such  an  authority  established,  whether  it  is  to  be  adminis- 
tered  by  a  few  or  by  the  many.  Hather  I  would  say,  we  cannot  be 
too  cautious  of  any  approach  towards  such  an  odious  and  pemidoHS 
species  of  spiritual  tyranny.'     (P.  70.) 

We  have  dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  contents  of  this  Charge 
because  its  tone  and  temper  seem  to  us  eminently  characte^ 
istic  of  the  spirit  in  which  he  entered  on  his  work  in  the  episco- 
pate, and  on  the  theological  questions  on  which,  now  for  the 
first  time  since  the  translation  of  Schleiermacher  and  the  Cam- 
bridge pamphlet,  he  had  not  only  to  form  but  to  express  his 
convictions.  It  is  clear,  we  think,  that  what  attracted  him  to 
the  Oxford  movement  was  that  it  promised  to  revive  the 
scholarship  of  the  English  clergy,  in  at  least  one  direction,  and 
to  raise  their  theology  above  the  low  level  of  which  he  had 
spoken  in  earlier  days  with  such  righteous  indignation.  It 
was  for  him  a  matter  for  rejoicing  that  *  the  study  of  Divinity 

*  should  have  begun  to  embrace  a  wider  range,  that  it  should 

*  have  become  more  generally  conversant  with  Christian  an- 

*  tiquity,  with  Ecclesiastical  History,  and  with  the  original 

*  sources  from  which  the  knowledge  of  these  subjects  is  derived,' 
instead  of  being  confined  ^  to  a  narrow  circle  of  modem  com- 

*  pilations,  systems,  outlines,  and  commentaries '  (p.  37).  Here 
too,  in  the  new  life  and  heartiness  that  they  had  given  even  to 
week-day  worship,  he  found  a  contrast  to  the  deadness  and 
coldness  which  marked  the  chapel  services  of  Cambridge  in 
the  days  when  he  had  declared  that  they  were  *  a  hindrance, 

*  and  not  a  help,  to  the  religious  life.'  His  own  sympathies 
were,  as  he  did  not  affect  to  conceal,  with  studies  of  another 
kind,  and  with  conclusions  which  they  did  not  accept ;  but  it 
was  not  his  office  as  a  bishop  to  contract  the  limits  of  the  free- 
dom which  had  hitherto  been  enjoyed.  It  is  a  singular  instance 
of  the  recklessness  and  perversity  of  the  odium  theologicum  that 
long  aflerwai*ds,  when  the  rift  that  separated  him  from  the 
opponents  with  whom  he  then  dealt  in  so  frank  and  chivakous 
a  spirit  had  grown  into  a  chasm  which  it  was  difficult  to  bridge 
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over,  one  of  the  minor  controversialists  of  our  time  should  have 
charged  him  with  having  '  been  a  party  to  the  hounding  of 

*  Dr.  Newman  out  of  the  Church  of  England  a  quarter  of  a 

*  century  ago.'  *  It  is  due  to  the  fame  of  the  great  champion 
of  the  other  side  of  the  controversy  to  add  that  Dr.  Newman 
himself,  after  he  had  joined  the  Church  of  Rome,  noticed  the 

*  kindness '  of  Bishop  Bagot  and  the  *  courtesy '  of  Bishop 
Thirlwall,  as  marked  exceptions  to  the  general  treatment  he 
had  received  at  the  hands  of  the  English  Episcopate.!  In  a 
letter  published  in  the  ^  Guardian '  he  admitted,  indeed,  that 
the  strong  teims  used  by  the  Bishop  in  his  Charge  of  1845 
would  have  modified  his  language ;  but  as  he  *  never  heard ' 
of  that  Charge  till  *  quite  recently '  (he  writes  in  February 
1873),  it  could  have  had  nothing  to  ao  with  his  leaving  the 
Church  of  his  fathers. 

The  later  Charges  of  Bishop  Thirlwall  presented,  in  some 
respects,  a  marked  contrast  to  the  first  in  their  tone  towards 
the  portion  of  the  Oxford  or  Tractarian  party  that  remained 
in  the  Church  of  England,  after  two  of  its  four  great  leaders 
had  passed  over  to  that  of  Rome,  and  remained,  it  must  be 
added,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  un-Protestantising  her 
worship  and  her  formulas,  and  bringing  her  back,  so  far  as  the 
law  allowed,  and  farther,  if  they  thought  it  necessary,  to  her 
pre-Reformation  state.  He  saw  that  the  party  was  not  broken 
up  by  the  loss  it  had  sustained,  ^that  it  was  not  held  back  by 
the  more  moderate  counsels  of  the  leaders  who  remained,  that 
it  was  aggressive,  determined,  restless ;  that  it  drew  closer  and 
closer  to  the  theology  of  Rome,  with  the  solitary  exception  of 
the  two  last  figments  of  that  theology,  the  dogmas  of  the  Im- 
maculate Conception  and  of  Papal  Infallibility ;  and  that  it 
was  bent  on  emancipating  the  clergy  from  all  State  control  as 
exercised  through  our  highest  tribunals  in  matters  ecclesiasti- 
cal, even  at  the  cost  of  disruption  and  disestablishment ;  and 
as  this  danger  became  more  imminent,  his  warnings  and  pro- 
tests, though  they  rose  far  above  the  panic  cries  of  the  vulgar, 
and  were  judicial  even  in  their  seventy,  became  stronger  and 
more  frequent.  So,  for  a  like  reason,  looking  to  the  increased 
and  victorious  activity  of  the  Ultramontane  party  in  the 
Church  of  Rome  during  the  last  ten  years,  he  became,  in  his 
later  Charges,  pre-eminently  in  those  of  1866  and  1872 — the 


*  MacColl*8  '  Damnatory  Clauses,*  p.  18.     It  is  fair  to  add  that  the 
charge  was  afterwards,  partially,  at  least,  retracted, 
t  Lectiures  on  ^  Difficulties  of  Anglicans,'  p.  133,  ed.  4. 
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last  of  the  series — ^more  distinctly  polemic  in  his  assertion  of 
the  Protestant  side  of  the  formularies  of  the  English  Chareh; 
and  it  would  be  hard^  we  believe^  to  find  any  more  masterij 
discussion  of  the  great  controversy  as  to  the  Presence  of 
Christ  in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  than  that  in 
these  Charges,  and,  we  may  add,  in  that  of  1857.  It  is  not 
easy  to  say,  in  the  wilderness  of  thorns  and  briars  which  t 
survey  of  that  controversy  opens  to  our  view,  how  far  any  patb 
traced  by  this  or  that  writer  is  absolutely  new ;  but,  so  far  as 
we  can  call  to  mind,  no  one  has  pointed  out  with  such  subtle 
acuteness  that  the  language  of  the  Tridentine  Catechism  ^oes 
beyond  the  scholastic  dogma  of  Transubstantiation  in  affirm- 
ing that  the  ^  totus  et  integer  Christus,^  i.e.  the  *  accidents  *  as 
well  as  the  *  substance '  of  His  human  nature — body,  flesh,  and 
bones,  and  blood — are  present  in  the  consecrated  elements;* 
and  that  the  morbid  rhetoric  and  half-delirious  verse  of  the 
Bitualistic  school  in  speaking  of  the  *  visible  Presence,* — the 
Presence  ^manifested  on  the  altar' — goes  even  beyond  the 
Tridentine  language  or  the  *  latens  Deitas '  of  Roman  hymns. 
The  habitual  fairness  and  caution  of  his  mind  led  him,  in  the 
Charge  of  18G6,  to  admit  that  ^  apart  from  the  express  admis- 

*  sion  of  Transubstantiation,  or  of  the  grossly  carnal  notions  to 

*  which  it  gave  rise     .     .     .     there  could  hardly  be  any  de- 

*  scription  of  the  Real  Presence,  which,  in  some  sense  or  other, 

*  is  universally  allowed,  that  would  not  be  found  to  be  authorised 

*  by  the  language  of  eminent  divines  of  our  Church ; '  and  that 
he  was  not  aware,  and  did  not  believe, '  that  our  most  advanced 

*  Ritualists  have  in  fact  overstepped  these  very  ample  bounds.* 
The  point  on  which  he  laid  most  stress  was  that  it  was  not 
equally  possible  *  to  reconcile  their  view  of  the  Eucharistic 

*  Sacrifice  with  that  of  the  Church  of  England,  or  to  distinguish 

*  it  from  that  of  the  Church  of  Rome,'  and  he  looked  with 
alarm  on  their  litui^cal  ceremonials,  because  it  seemed  to 
him  *  deliberately  adopted  to  symbolise  the  latter.'  It  was 
with  the  thought  of  these  dangers  present  to  his  mind, 
as  letters  before  us  show,  that  he  could  not  bring  himself 
to  assent  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  plea  on  behalf  of  the  Ritualist 
school  as  to  the  eastward  position  and  the  use  of  vestments,  or 
to  adopt  the  language  in  which  one  writer,  who  in  some  respects 
may  be  looked  upon  as  his  disciple,  has  urged  that  the  agita- 
tion on  these  questions  should  be  left  to  wear  itself  out,  as 
being  of  the  nature  of  a  tempest  in  a  tea-cup,  a  dispute  in 
which  the  *  infinitely  little  '  has  been  magnified  by  fear  and 

•  Charge  of  1854. 
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passion  iato  the  proportioiiB  of  the  infinitely  great.  Thus^  as 
regards  the  Pafalio  Worship  Begulation  BiU^  he 'wrote  at  first 
with  some  hesitation : — 

'  I  am  waiting  to  see  in  what  form  it  will  finally  pass  through  the 
Honse  of  Commons,  before  I  pass  a  judgment  on  its  merits  and  yalne. 
1  have  always  felt  a  doubt,  which  perhaps  only  experience  can  solve, 
as  to  ita  operation.  I  am  afraid  that,  even  as  a  check  to  further  inno- 
vatiomj,  its  effect  will  be  but  partial  and  precarious,  while,  if  applied 
to  the  past,  it  will  provoke  attempts  at  retaliation,  which,  whether  sue- 
cesef  ul  or  not,  will  disturb  and  weaken  the  Church.  The  best  thing 
about  it  seems  to  me  to  be  that  it  must  sooner  or  later  lead  to  a  re- 
vision of  the  Canons  and  to  some  relaxation  or  enlargement  of  the 
terms  of  communion/ 

At  a  later  date^  however,  and  after  Mr.  Gladstone's  me- 
morable speech  and  abortive  resolutions  on  the  Public  Worship 
Bill,  he  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  the  Bill  had  passed  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  it  did,  without  a  division : — 

'  I  consider  this  fact  as  a  decisive  and  most  valuable  proof  of  the 
interest  felt  by  the  great  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
concerns  of  the  Church,  and  of  their  attachment  to  it,  on  the  condition 
of  its  remaining  a  Protestant  Church.  I  cannot  yet  forgive  Gladstone 
for  overlooking  or  ignoring  the  radical  and  all-important  distinction 
between  the  High  and  Low  pirty,  with  regard  to  the  observance  of  the 
Bubrics.  It  is,  I  think,  notorious  that  the  Low  party  drifted  into  a 
departure  from  the  Rubrics  from  manifold  causes,  without  the  slightest 
consciousness  of  any  doctrinal  bearing  in  their  practice.  The  Trac- 
tarian  ritualistic  party,  on  the  other  hand,  have  introduced  innovations 
avowedly  for  the  sake  of  their  doctrinal  significance  and  with  a  most 
duskinct  and  deliberate  design,  which  is  no  other  than  that  of  trans- 
forming the  character  of  our  Church  until  it  becomes  ripe  for  union 
with  Rome.  Those  who  do  not  at  present  contemplate  this  step  would 
do  something  still  worse.  They  would  inflict  upon  us  all  the  evils  of  a 
thorough  adhesion  to  "  all  Roman  doctrine  " — except,  perhaps,  the  Papal 
Infallibility,  as  to  which  Orby  Shipley  seems  to  be  still  hesitating — 
without  any  of  the  social  advantages  which  might  result  from  the  union.' 

So  again,  later  on,  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  article  on  Bitualism 
hi  the  *  Contemporary  Review ' : — 

*  It  wholly  overlooks  and  ignores  the  great,  and,  in  my  view,  by  fer 
the  most  important  practical  question  of  the  day,  which  is  this :  Shall 
any  section  of  the  Church,  or  any  clergyman  be  permitted  to  conduct 
the  public  services  of  the  Church  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  appear 
that  the  Church  gives  its  sanction  to  a  doctrine — I  mean  that  of  the 
Sacrifice  in  the  Romish  or  Tractarian  sense — which  the  greater  part  of 
her  members  reject  as  false  and  mischievous  ?  So  long  as  the  Church 
is  secured  from  this  flagrant  wrong,  I,  for  one,  am  ready  to  allow  the 
widest  possible  latitude  that  any  heart  can  desire,  both  as  to  the 
({uantity  and  the  quality  of  Ritual.^ 
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And  once  more^  in  one  of  the  letters  which  he  dictated  (for 
blindness  had  deprived  him  of  the  power  to  write)  but  two  or 
three  weeks  before  his  deaths  in  answer  to  the  argument  tli«i 
neither  chasuble  nor  surplice^  neither  eastward  or  southward 
position^  could  affect  the  validity  of  the  sacrament : — 

'  Might  not  thej  *  (the  partisans  on  either  aide)  '  saj  that  though  the 
reality  of  the  Sacrament  was  not  affected  by  the  mode  of  its  celebnUioOt 
its  efficacy  and  value  depended  in  a  very  great  measure  upon  it,  and 
might  be  greatly  impaired,  if  not  utterly  lost,  if  it  were  made  to  conTej 
inadequate  and,  above  all,  erroneous  notions  of  its  nature?  They 
might,  perhaps,  observe  that  after  all,  a  sacrament  is  nothing  more 
than  a  means  to  an  end,  namely,  the  communication  of  grace,  and  that 
when  this  end  is  in  any  way  defeated,  it  can  matter  lit^e  that  the  rite 
is  notwithstanding  a  real  sacrament.  It  might  be  still  neither  accept- 
able to  God,  nor  edifying  to  man,  as  our  Church  does  not  admit  the 
notion  of  an  ^^  optts  operatum^'^  but  makes  the  efficacy  of  a  sacranient, 
though  not  its  reality,  to  depend  on  the  inward  condition  of  the  com- 
municant.* 

It  mighty  we  think,  have  been  ur^ed  in  answer  even  to  this 
keenly-reasoned  plea  for  judicial  ngour  in  dealing  with  the 
*  inepticB '  of  Kitualism,  as  being  not  even  *  toUrabileSy  (1)  that 
the  points  of  ritual  specified^  though  they  may  be  vaguely 
associated  in  men's  minds  with  this  or  that  phase  of  doctrine, 
and  may  indeed  have  been  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  express- 
ing them,  have  vet  (as  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  more  recently  the 
Bishop  of  Winchester^  have  urged)  no  necessary  connexion  wiUi 
them^  and  that,  if  adopted  also  by  those  who  represent  a  different 
school  of  theology,  ^eir  symbolic  associations  would  at  once 
be  modified  ;  and  (2)  that  they  are,  to  say  the  leasts  perfectly 
compatible  with  the  repentance,  faith,  and  charity  which  we 
are  accustomed  to  regard  as  the  only  indispensable  and  suffi- 
cient conditions  of  the  ^  efficacy  '  of  the  Sacrament  of  which 
liturgical  positions  and  vestments  are  the  separable  accidents. 
For  our  own  part,  therefore,  we  are  free  to  own,  while  we  admit 
that  the  spirit  of  defiant  lawlessness  in  too  many  instances  calls 
for  some  strong  measure  of  repression,  that  we  view  with  little 
hope  or  satisfaction  the  prosecutions  with  which  we  are  threat- 
ened by  the  Church  Association,  turning,  as  they  do,  on 
rubrics  that  are  obsolete  or  obscure,  and  which,  even  if  their 
meaning  were  clear,  are  but  a  small  portion  of  a  code  of  rules 
which  no  one  pretends  to  keep  in  its  entirety.  We  confess, 
if  we  may  speak  in  parables,  that  we  are  reminded,  as  we 
read  the  declamations  on  either  side  in  such  controversies,  of 
those  exhibitions  in  which  we  see  projected  on  a  disc  a  scene 
of  horrid  warfare,  and  strange  monstrous  forms  ready  to  de- 


1876.         CoHW)p  Thirlwall,  Bishop  of  St.  DaviiTs.  309 

Yonr.  Children  cry  at  such  sights^  and  women  of  weak  nerves 
are  startled^  but  we  look  behind  the  lens  of  prejudice  and  fear^ 
and  we  see  only  a  drop  of  stagnant  water,  in  wluch  the  creeping 
things  that  have  life,  though  their  presence  indicates  a  taint 
that  may  become  putrescence,  need  cause  no  panic-fear,  and 
which  may  be  purified,  either  by  the  moving  of  the  waters,  or, 
if  necessary,  by  a  judicious  filtration. 

For  the  most  part,  however,  the  work  of  Bishop  Thirlwall 
in  these  periodical  counsels  was  to  allay,  not  to  excite,  the 
panic  to  which  the  clerical  mind  is  from  time  to  time  subject. 
In  regard  to  the  now  forgotten  controversy  as  to  the  Manage- 
ment Clauses  (Charge  of  1848),  which  once  threatened  the 
disruption  of  the  National  Society  ;  to  the  Conscience  Clause 
(Charge  of  1866),  which  after  having  been  resisted,  except 
Dy  the  more  temperate  few,  with  a  petulant  defiance,  has  now 
become  universal  and  been  accepted  with  hardly  a  protest 
or  a  murmur;  to  the  alarm  created,  by  the  decision  of  the 
Judicial  Committee  on  the  Gorham  Controversy,  as  though  it 
sapped  the  very  foundations  of  the  Faith  (Charge  of  1851); 
we  find  him  consistent  in  his  assertion  of  the  calm  equilibrium 
of  thought  and  judgment  of  which  the  history  of  the  last  thirty 
years  supplies  so  few  examples.  So,  in  like  manner,  he  put 
to  flight,  as  far,  i.e.,  as  reason  can  banish  prejudice  and  fear, 
the  superstition  that  the  Christianity  of  the  nation  depended 
on  the  exclusion  of  Jews  from  Parliament,  or  that  its  Protes- 
tantism was  sacrificed  by  the  Endowment  of  Maynooth,  or 
that  the  Church  of  England  was  committed  to  a  denial  of  the 
Faith,  unless  the  Bishops  gathered  for  quite  a  different  pur- 
pose at  the  so-called  Pan- Anglican  Synod  of  Lambeth  * 
plunged  into  the  vast  field  of  difficult  questions  opened  some- 
what rashly  by  Bishop  Colenso's  publications  on  the  Penta- 
teuch. Lastly,  in  the  closing  act  of  his  legislative  life,  he  was 
found  alone  among  his  brethren  of  the  Bench  in  voting  for  the 
Bill  for  the  Disestablishment  of  the  Irish  Church,  accepting  it 
as  just  in  itself  and  as  an  inevitable  necessity,  though  his  own 
preference  would  have  led  him,  with  many  others  of  our  wiser 
Btatesmen  of  both  the  Liberal  and  Conservative  parties,  and 

*  We  are  reminded  by  the  publication  of  Bishop  Grey's  Life,  that 
Bishop  Thirlwall  was  one  of  the  four  members  of  the  English  Episco- 
pate (the  others  being  the  present  Archbishops  of  Canterbury  and 
Tork,  and  Bishop  Prince  Lee  of  Manchester)  who  dissented  from  the 
resolution  to  inhibit  Bishop  Colenso  from  preaching  in  their  dioceses, 
uid  that  he  stood  alone  in  withholding  his  signatture  from  the  address 
requesting  him  to  resign  his  see. 
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not  a  few  of  oar  more  clear-sighted  Charchmen^  to  extend  the 
prindple  which  had  been  adopted  in  regard  to  Maynooth^  and 
which  he  had  himself  defended  in  his  Charge  of  1648  as  an 
^  act  of  justice'  which  he  viewed  ^  with  the  deepest  sadsfiustaon/ 
and  to  adopt  a  policy  of  concurrent  endowment.  Hardly  lett 
important  in  its  bearing  upon  another  controversy  was  the 
part  taken  by  him^  in  the  Charge  of  1872,  in  reference  t(^ 
the  proposal  to  relieve  the  consciences  of  those  who  were  op- 
pressed by  the  necessity  of  having  to  read  the  damnatory 
clauses  of  the  pseudo-Athanasian  Creed.  In  this,  as  in  every 
dispute  in  which  he  took  part,  he  went  straight  to  the  root  of 
the  question,  and  did  not  attempt  to  evade  the  difficulty  by 
speaking  the  smooth  things  of  compromise  and  concession.  As 
in  the'  utterances  of  every  true  judicial  mind,  the  inunediata 
controversy  leads  him  to  the  great  principles  which  are  reallj 
involved  in  it,  and  so  we  have  not  merely  what  have  been 
called  the  obiter  dicta  of  the  judge,  but  the  great  ethical  laws 
which  formed  the  grounds  of  his  conclusions.  Thus,  it  is 
worth  noting,  that  in  this  instance  we  find  him  bold  enough 
to  proclaim  his  conviction,  that  *  the  assertion,  without  any 
^  qualification,  that  unbelief  itself  is  sin,'  is  ^  subversive  of  the 
^  first  principles  of  religion  and  morality ; '  that  ^  the  freer  use 
^  of  unscriptural  metaphysical  terms  which  distinguishes  the 
'  Athanasian  from  the  earlier  creeds '  was  a  '  sign  of  progres- 
^  sive  deterioration ; '  that  ^  all  Christians  would  agree  that  eyes 
^  which  are  closed  against  the  truth  by  an  honest  doubt  will  be 
^  opened  to  it  in  the  light  of  the  Last  Judgment ; '  and  that  the 
question  therefore  is  *  whether  it  is  more  agreeable  to  our  con- 
'  ceptions  of  Divine  justice  to  believe  that  the  final  disclosure 
^  will  be  accompanied  with  a  sentence  of  eternal  perdition,'  or 
to  '  shrink  with  horror,'  as  he  shrank,  ^om  the  thoughts  of 
such  a  decree  as  possible.  With  a  courage  which  stands  almost 
alone  in  the  history  of  the  English  Episcopate  since  the  days  of 
Jeremy  Taylor,  and  in  which  even  he  was  not  always  con- 
sistent, he  declares  his  belief  that — 

'  Strangely  as  it  may  sound  to  those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  have 
heresy  de^ribed  as  the  most  atrocious  of  crimes,  there  is  no  fair  pre-' 
tence  for  doubting  that  the  errors  of  Arius  and  Apollinaris,  of  Nestorius 
and  Entyches,  whatever  may  have  been  the  weakness  and  faultinesa  of 
their  characters  in  other  respects,  were  purely  intellectual,  and  that 
they  wer4>  only  misled  by  their  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  honour 
of  Christ  into  taking  on^  part  or  side  of  the  truth  as  if  it  had  been  the 
whole.*  * 

L 

•  Charge  for  1872,  pp.  43-47. 
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It  remains  that  we  should  pass  to  the  consideration  of  Bishop 
!thirlwall's  acts  and  language  in  relation  to  the  disputants  of 
what  ma7  be  called,  in  the  language  of  the  French  Chambers, 
the  'Extreme  Left'  of  our  .ecclesiastical  parties.  Standing 
before  the  world  and  the  Church  as  he  did,  as  the  leading  re- 
preseptatiye  of  what,  in  the  same  language,  may  be  called  the 
Left  Centre,  it  might  have  been  expected  that  they  would  have 
rallied  round  their  leader,  and  that  he,  in  his  turn,  would  have 
thrown  round  them  the  aegis  of  his  protection,  even  if  they 
were  not  able,  always  to  act  m  entire  concert.  As  it  was,  in  two 
memorable  instances  he  was  led  to  separate  himself  from  them. 
The  Life  of  Dr.  Rowland  Williams  shows  that  he  felt  aggrieved 
by  the  Bishop's  action,  or  inaction,  in  the  controversies  that' 
were  roused  by  the  volumes  of  sermons  which  he  published 
under  the  title  of  *  Rational  Godliness.'  Some  of  the  admirers 
or  defenders  of*  Essays  and  Reviews,'  in  particular  the  Dean  of 
Westminster,  whose  chivalrous  nature  leads  him  to  undertake 
Ae  often  thankless  office  of  counsel  for  the  defendant  in  all 
causes  ecclesiastical  where  the  counts  of  the  indictment  charge 
heresy  or  rationalism,  have  expressed  their  regret  that  the  name 
of  Bishop  Thirlwall  should  have  appeared  in  the  list  of  signa- 
tures to  the  Pastoral  or  Encyclical  Letter  which,  under  the 
form  of  an  answer  to  an  individual  clergyman,  was  issued  by 
the  Episcopate  of  England.  Each  of  these  points  calls,  it 
seems  to  us,  for  separate  consideration. 

It  is  dear,  we  think,  both  from  Dr.  Williams's  account  of 
his  first  interview  with  the  Bishop,  and  from  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  Charge  delivered  by  the  latter  in  1857,  that  it  was  his  strong 
^erire,  at  the  outset,  here  also  to  allay  the  panic  which  had 
b^en  created  by  the  new  and  somewhat  startling  phraseology 
in  vhich  Dr.  Williams  had  expressed  his  convictions.  His 
tone  (as  the  passages  we  have  already  quoted  will  have  shown) 
19  tjiroughout  that  of  an  apologist.  He  saw  how  littie  the 
accusers  knew  of  tl^e  difficulties  of  the  problems  with  which 
they  were  disposed  to  deal  so  summarily,  and  he  sympathised 
with  the  earnestness  with  which  the  accused  had  pursued  stu- 
dies 80  congenial  to  his  own  tastes.  The  temperaments  of  the 
two  men  were,  however,  antipathetic.  The  Vice-Principal  of 
Lampeter,  with  all  his  excellence — earnest  and  devout,  leading, 
more  tl^n  most  m^n,  a  life  of  prayer,  pouring  out  his  soul 
in  openly  uttered  speech,  or  committing  its  secret  yearnings 
to  his  journal,  and  yet,  it  would  seem,  too  often,  in  the  energy 
of  his  enthusiasm,  making  answer  to  himself — belonged  to  the 
class  of  the  *  irreconcilaWes '  of  Church  politics— impetuous, 
excitable,  delighting  to  startle  men  by  new  phraseology,  and 
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pouring  out  the  vials  of  his  wrath  not  only  on  his  opponents, 
but  on  candid  and  judicious  fnends.  The  Bishop  had  learnt 
by  the  long  experience  of  a  life  that  the  way  to  lead  men 
on  to  wider  thoughts  is  to  bring  the  truth  before  them  as  they 
are  able  to  bear  it,  to  correct  each  prejudice  and  miscon- 
ception as  it  arises,  to  soothe  their  fears,  and  to  lead  them 
to  look  on  the  silver  side  of  the  shield  as  well  as  the  ^Iden, 
till  they  learn  that  even  religious  truths  have  many  different 
sides  and  may  be  stated  in  many  different  forms.  As  in 
the  preface  to  his  *  History  of  Greece '  he  had,  under  pro- 
test, acquiesced  in  a  system  of  orthography  which  he  felt, 
as  a  philologist,  to  be  full  of  anomalies  and  absurdities,  so 
from  quite  another  point  of  view  than  Dr.  Newman's,  he 
was  content  to  work  with  and  under  an  ecclesiastical  system 
which  must  have  seemed  to  him  to  include  '  ambiguous  for- 
^mularies  and  inconsistent  precedents  and  principles  imper- 
*  fectly  developed.'  To  him  therefore  the  petulant  defiance 
which  marked  Dr.  Williams's  writings  was  altogether  foreign 
and  distasteful,  and  he  felt  that  if  anything  was  calculated 
to  throw  back  the  progress  of  true  criticism  and  exegesis 
for  half  a  century,  it  would  be  this  extravagant  display  of 
what  were  produced  as  its  results.  To  this  too  we  must 
add,  that  his  calmer  and  more  discerning  intellect  saw  (what 
indeed  Dr.  Williams's  diary  and  correspondence  amply  prove) 
that  there  was  a  real  risk  lest  this  recognition  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  Divine  Light,  even  in  what  have  been  thought 
the  times  of  ignorance,  and  in  systems  which  have  been 
hastily  branded  as  altogether  evil,  might  lead,  if  it  were  not 
balanced  by  other  truths  which  Dr.  Williams  and  his  followers 
were  at  least  in  danger  of  forgetting,  to  a  denial  of  any  special 
supernatural  revelation  in  the  faith  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  therefore  of  any  distinctive  pre-eminence  over  the  other 
religions  of  the  world. 

The  same  strong  feeling  shows  itself  in  the  *  Charge '  of 
1863,  in  his  treatment  of  the  memorable  ^  Essays  and  Beviews,' 
and  had  probably  led  him  to  take  the  step — so  unlike  his  usual 
plan  of  acting  singly  and  stating  definitely  on  what  grounds  he 
acted— ^f  signing  the  Encyclical  Letter  to  which  we  have  already 
referred.  There  were,  indeed,  some  circumstances,  more  or  less 
mysterious,  connected  with  that  document  wliich  may  one  day, 
when  all  the  interest  that  attaches  to  them  is  gone,  be  brought 
to  light ;  some  Bishops,  it  may  be,  holding  back  until  they  knew 
whemer  others  were  going  to  sign,  some  exerting  their  powers 
of  fascination  to  overcome  all  reluctance,  and  we  have  before  as 
a  letter  from  Bishop  Thirlwall  to  a  friend,  in  which  he  speaks  of 
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*  its  secret  history  as  known  only  to  some  two  or  three,  and  that 

*  of  those  few  one  only'  (obviously  himself)  *  would  wish  all  the 

*  facts  to  be  brought  into  the  clear  light  of  day.'  It  is  clear^ 
however,  from  the  fuller  discussion  in  the  ^  Charge/  that  what 
alarmed  him  in  the  book  was  not  the  freedom  of  its  criticism 
as  to  the  authorship  of  particular  books  of  Scripture,  nor  its 
language  as  to  the  human  element  in  the  Sacred  W  ritings,  nor 
the  doubts  which  it  expressed  as  to  the  nature  and  duration  of 
the  punishment  of  evil  in  the  world  beyond  the  grave.  The 
very  Charge  which  condemns  the  *  Essays  and  Reviews' 
shows,  in  its  treatment  of  the  kindred  teaching  of  Bishop 
Colenso,  that  he  did  not  hold  the  absolute  identity  of  the 

*  Bible '  and  *  the  Word  of  God  '  which  was  assumed  by  those 
who  were  eager  to  condemn  the  Bishop,  but  distinctly  taught 
that  there  was  not  one  passage  in  the  New  Testament  in  which 
the  latter  phrase  occurred  *  in  which  it  signifies  the  Bible,  or  in 
'  which  that  word  could  be  substituted  for  it  without  manifest 

*  absurdity '  (p.  105).  In  words  which  even  Dr.  Williams  could 
have  accepted,  he  taught  that  *  if  the  Word  of  God  is  to  be- 

*  found  nowhere  but  in  Holy  Writ,  .  .  .  the  Bible  itself  would 
'  be  degraded  to  a  dead  and  barren  letter.'  He  reminds  those- 
who  were  eager  to  pass  a  sentence  of  condemnation  that  ^  our 

*  Church  has  never  attempted  to  determine  the  inspiration  of 
'  Holy  Scripture ;  and  that  whether  such  a  determination  is 
'  desirable  or  not,  no  friend  to  Convocation  would  wish  to  see* 
'  it  undertake  a  task  of  such  perilous  mpment,  and  so  far 

'  beyond  its  legitimate  province.'  So,  in  speaking  of  the  ques- 
tions raised  by  the  Bishop  as  to  the  authorship  of  the  Penta- 
teuch, he  entirely  rejects  the  notion  that  the  casual  references 
in  the  New  Testament  to  Moses  as  the  writer  are  conclusive, 
any  more  than  the  casual  references  to  David  as  the  writer  of 
the  Psalms;  warns  those  who  were  eager  to  assert  that  the 
genuineness  and  authenticity  of  the  Pentateuch  were  ^  gua* 

*  ranteed  to  all  men '  by  Our  Lord's  citations  from  it  of  the 
danger  they  were  in  of  rushing  into  a  labyrinth  of  mysterious 
and  insoluble  problems,  and  cites  a  passage  of  marvellous 
power  and  beauty  from  Jeremy  Taylor  (here,  as  in  other  in- 
stances, the  theologian  with  whom  he  found  himself  in  closest 
sympathy),  as  sanctioning  that  warning. 

It  is,  we  think,  a  matter  for  regret  that  Bishop  Thirlwall  did 
not  speak  with  equal  clearness  and  boldness  on  the  last  great 
question  as  to  the  nature  and  duration  of  the  punishment  of 
evil-doers  after  death,  on  which  the  *  Essays  and  Reviews '  had 
been  attacked ;  one  which  sooner  or  later  will  swallow  up  in  its 

VOL.  CXLIII.   NO.  CCXCII.  Y 


314  Cannop  Thirlwatt,  Bishop  of  St  Dcmuts.       AprO, 

mdmyentOHS  awfulness  all  the  miserable  trivialities  about  wfaick 
we  are  at  present  wrangUng.  Few  more  precious  legacies 
eould  have  been  left  to  the  Church  of  England — may  we  not 
say  to  Christendom  at  large  ? — than  the  expression,  at  once  bold 
and  reverential^  of  his  convictions  on  that  question ;  and  we 
xsannot  refrain  from  the  hope  that  even  now  some  such  ex- 
pression may  be  found  among  the  posthumous  papers  whid 
are  promised  us.  Meanwhile  we  are  able  to  state  firom  personal 
knowledge  something  as  to  their  general  nature.  Some  five 
years  ago  a  sermon  was  sent  to  hun  dealing  exclusively  with 
that  question,  and  maintaining  a  modified  purgatorial  tbeorj 
(modified,  that  is,  as  compared  with  the  Komish  doctrine),  repre- 
senting partly  Dr.  Newman's  teaching  in  his  ^  Dream  of  Geron- 

*  tins,*  and  partly  that  which  Professor  Maurice  had  put  forward 
in  the  last  of  his  ^  Theological  Essays,' and  which  led  to  his  ex- 
pulsion, as  the  proto-martyr  of  the  wider  hope,  &om  the  chair 
he  held  at  King's  College,  London.  In  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  it,  the  Bishop,  in  language  which  for  him  was  sin- 
gularly fervent,  expressed  his  entire  and  unqualified  accept- 
ance of  the  views  which  the  writer  had  maintained  as  to  the 
possibility  of  discipline,  progress,  amendment,  and  even  of  re- 
pentance, in  the  state  that  follows  death. 

On  the  other  hand,  that  which  Bishop  Thirlwall  did  con- 
demn with  an  unsparing  though  not  unloving  severity,  in  the 
teaching  of  some  of  the  writers  in  ^  Essays  and  Reviews,'  and 
of  Bishop  Colenso,  was  their  use  of  language  which  denied,  or 
seemed  to  deny,  the  existence  of  any  distinctly  divine,  super- 
natural element,  in  the  religion  which  has  been  received  as  a 
revelation  from  God  through  Christ,  and  the  assumption  ex- 
pressed or  implied,  especially  in  Dr.  Williams's  and  Mr.  Wil- 
son's papers,  that  men  who  sat  apart,  '  holding  no  form  of 

*  creed  and  contemplating  all,'  could  honestly  continue  to  be 
ministers  in  a  National  Church  calling  itself  Christian.  The 
very  temper  of  judicial  equity  and  truth  which  made  him 
so  tolerant  of  all  other  errors  and  speculations  made  him 
of  necessity  righteously  severe  in  this.  It  was,  therefore, 
a  singular  instance  of  the  ignorance  or  recklessness  in  which 
many  of  the  rumours  that  float  in  literary  and  theol<^cal 
coteries  have  their  birth,  that  in  spite  of  all  this  there  were 
found  some  who,  on  the  appearance  of  the  work  on  *  Super- 

*  natural  Religion,'  which  was  hailed  by  some  and  struck 
terror  into  others  as  the  most  formidable  attack  yet  made  on 
the  claims  of  Christianity  to  be  a  Divine  Revelation,  did  not 
hesitate,  to  circulate  the  wild  conjecture  that  Bishop  Thirlwall 
was  the  author.     Mysterious  allusions  appeared  in  this  or  that 
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journal  and  were  whispered  with  more  or  less  confidence  in  pri- 
vate society.    The  name  of  the  Bishop  of  St.  David's — *  clarum 

*  et  venerabUe  nomeriy  if  any  ever  was — was  to  take  its  place^ 
with  the  names  of  Bishop  Colenso  and  Bishop  Hinds^  among 
those  who  destroyed  the  faith  which  they  had  once  preached. 
And  as  the  work  was  one  which  from  its  grasp  and  range  of 
reading  (including  the  theological  and  critical  literature  of 
Holland;  which  was  probably  the  starting-point  of  the  conjec- 
ture) had  obviously  been  some  years  in  preparation,  it  was 
assumed  that  he  had  ended  the  labours  of  his  episcopate  with 
^  he;  and  that  while  he  was  protesting  against  the  latent, 
half-unconscious  denial  of  a  supernatural  religion  which  he 
thought  he  found  in  *  Essays  and  Reviews '  and  the  writings 
of  Bishop  Colenso,  he  was  himself  deliberately  constructing  a 
masked  battery  from  which  to  open  a  far  more  destructive 
attack.  Happily  the  rumour  came  to  the  Bishop's  ears  before 
his  death,  so  that  he  was  able  to  declare  that  he  had  never 
even  seen  the  book  which  he  was  accused  of  writing.  But 
for  this,  if  the  writer  of  that  book  continues  to  wear  the  mask 
^ch  as  yet  has  proved  as  impenetrable  as  that  of  Junius,  a 
later  generation  might  have  been  entangled  in  the  task  of 
weighing  circumstantial  evidence,  or  calling  in  experts  to  ex- 
amine hand-writings  to  disprove  a  calumny. 

It  is  clear  from  this  survey  of  the  work  of  Bishop  Thirlwall 
that  he  stands  apart  from  the  two  great  parties,  which  under 
the  titles  of  High  and  Low  have  been  in  past  days  regarded  as 
forming  an  almost  exhaustive  division  of  the  members  of  the 
Church  of  England.  It  is  not  less  clear,  from  the  interesting 
memorandum  on  '  the  Broad  Church  School,'  published  since 
his  death  in  the  *  Contemporary  Review '  for  October  1875, 
that  he  would  not  have  accepted  the  epithet  of  a  Broad  Church 
bishop  in  any  sense  that  identified  him  with  a  school,  a  clique, 
or  a  coterie.  *  There  is  an  opposition,'  as  he  there  says,  *  be- 
^  tween  High  Church  and  Low  Church,  which  all  educated 
^  men  more  or  less  clearly  understand,  but  there  is  none  be- 
'  tween  Broad  Church  and  either.     The  proper  antithesis  to 

*  Broad  is  not  High  or  Low,  but  Narrow.'  He  is  not  satisfied, 
however,  with  *  representing  the  note  of  Broad  Churchmanship 

*  as  consisting  simply  in  a  certain  charitable  and  conciliatory 
•disposition.'  It  implies  also  an  *  intellectual  peculiarity,' 
''fhich  he  will  not  define,  but  which  he  illustrates  by  the  ex- 
amples, ^  in  the  more  distant  past,  of  Jeremy  Taylor,  and, 

*  among  those  of  his  own  generation,  of  Archdeacon  Hare.' 
On  Dr.  Littledale's  somewhat  supercilious  assertion  that  the 
deficiencies  of  the  Broad  Church  school  were  the  result  of 
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ignorancCy  and  that '  Theology  grows  clearer  with  the  advance 
^  of  knowledge/  he  remarks,  with  an  irony  to  the  last  keen  as 
ever,  that  *  if  this  means  that  as  knowledge  advances  more 
^  becomes  known,  all,  he  supposed,  would  bow  to  his  oracle/ 

'  But  if  it  means  that  as  Theology  becomes  more  definite  and  sys- 
tematic, it  carries  deeper  conviction  of  its  truth  to  minds  which  have 
ever  been  used  to  discriminate  between  that  which  is  human  and  that 
which  is  divine  in  it,  it  would  hardly  be  possible  to  &ame  a  proposi- 
tion more  entirely  contrary  to  all  the  results  of  my  study  of  Ecclesi- 
astical Theology,  or  to  those  of  my  personal  experience.' 

We  have  dwelt  at  some  length — not,  we  trust,  trespassing 
unduly  on  the  patience  of  our  readers — on  the  character  and 
teaching  of  the  great  scholar,  historian,  thinker,  and  theologian 
who  has  been  so  recently  taken  from  us.     The  loss  involved 
in  his  departure  from  among  us  is  one  that  cannot  easily  be 
repaired.    We  should  look  forward  to  the  future  of  the  Church 
of  England  with  more  hope  if  we  could  perceive  any  signs  that 
there  were  at  least  the  *  ten  righteous  men '  among  us  in  any 
measure  like-minded  with  the  teacher  whom  we   have  lost 
But  that  gift  of  the  *  cor  sapiens  et  intelligens  ad  discemendum 
^  judicium^*  is  given  to  a  few  only  in  any  generation ;  and  as 
we  look  around  at  the  wrangling  chaos  of  our  sects  and  parties, 
at  our  prosecutions  about  vestments  and  positions,  at  the  zeal 
without  knowledge,  and  the  knowledge  without  love,  which 
are  engendered  by  the  falsehood  of  extremes ;  at  the  purely 
negative  criticism  which  undermines  the  faith,  and  the  pas- 
sionate clinging  to  dogmas  and  damnatory  clauses  that  are  no 
longer  tenable  by  its  defenders,  we  are  compelled  to  confess 
that  while  we  recognise  in  many  things  the  same  largeness  of 
heart   and  dispassionate  calmness   and   courage   in   resisting 
popular  clamour  in  the  Prelate  who  is  happily  the  chief  official 
representative   of  the   Church   of  England,  we  seek  in  vain 
among  those  who   are  most  prominent  in  their  respective 
schools  of  thought  for  one  on  whom  the  mantle  of  Bishop 
Thirlwall  has   so  far  fallen  as  to  give  the  promise  of  *  that 
*  double  portion  of  his  spirit '  for  which  the  disciples  of  one 
who  has  been  as  a  master  and  prophet  in  Israel  may  well  pray 
as  their  most  precious  inheritance. 

*  We  quote  the  words  engraved  on  the  granite  slab  over  his  grave 
in  Westminster  Abbey,  where  he  sleeps  side  by  side  with  hia  brother- 
historian  Grote. 
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Art.  II. — 1.  Passages  in  the  Life  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Maitland 
of  Sunnyside.     Written  by  herself.     1850, 

2.  Merkland:  a  Story  of  Scottish  Life.     By  the  Author  of 
'  Passages  in  the  Life  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Maitland.'    1851. 

3.  Harry  Muir:  a  Story  of  Scottish  Life.     1853. 

4.  Katie  Stewart.     By  Mrs.  Oliphant,     1352. 

5.  The  Minister's  Wife.     By  Mrs.  Oliphant.     1869. 

6.  TTie    Story   of   Valentine:  and  his    Brother,     By  Mrs. 
Oliphant.     1875. 

7.  David  Elginhrod.    By  George  Mac  Donald.     1863. 
5.  Alec  Forbes  of  Howglen.     By  George  Mac  Donald. 
9.  Robert  Falconer.    By  George  Mac  Donald.     1868. 

10.  Malcolm.    By  George  Mac  Donald.     1875. 

11.  A  Daughter  of  Heth.     By  William  Black.     1871. 

12.  A  Princess  of  Thule.    By  William  Black.     1873. 

T^HE  practical  character  of  our  busy  modern  life  has  dona 
some  injustice  to  the  Scottish  nation.     Not  altogether 
without  reason,  people  have  come  to  regard  us  in  those  prac- 
tical aspects  which  are  least  engaging.      The  typical  Scotch- 
man is  the  keen  and  pushing  man   of  business   who   looks 
closely  to  the  main  chance,  seldom  misses  a  profitable  occasion, 
and  takes  religious  care  that  in  his  dealings  ^vith  his  neighbour 
he  shall  never  fail  in  his  duty  to  himself.     Whatever  sterling 
qualities  he  may  possess,  there  is  supposed  to  be  the  minimum 
of  poetry  in  his  composition.     The  Scots  have  now  more  than 
their  share  of  wealth  and  honours  all  over  the  British  posses- 
sions, and  the  virtues  by  which  they  command  success  have  made 
them  less  liked  than  respected.     Their  peculiarities  of  speech 
and  manner  lend  themselves  easily  to  ridicule.     Their  con- 
stitutional reserve  and  caution  tend  to  repel  easy  intimacy ; 
and  superficial  observers  have  been  slow  to  appreciate  the 
amiable  qualities  that  lie  hidden  under  a  commonplace  or  chill- 
ing exterior.     We  need  hardly  wonder,  then,  that  they  have 
seemed  to  offer  unpromising  material  to  the  hurried  authors  of 
ephemeral  novels.     These  ladies  and  gentlemen  write  for  their 
^^ers ;  they  dash  down  the  vague  impressions  that  glance 
from  the  surface  of  unreflecting  minds ;  their  indolence  saves 
Aem  from  attempting  the  discriminating  analysis  which  could 
only  result  in  lamentable  failure,  and  they  dwell  either  on  the 
trivial  or  the  coarsely  emotional  life  that  recommends  itself 
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most  to  the  vulgar  fancy.  It  neither  suits  their  *  genius,'  nor 
is  it  in  their  capacity,  to  remember  that  it  is  the  stillest  water 
that  runs  the  deepest. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  writing  a  good  Scotch  novel  demands! 
technical  mastery  of  difficult  and  delicate  subjects.  The  moie 
distinctive  effects,  the  most  telling  points,  are  to  be  sought  in 
those  humble  interiors  to  which  strangers  seldom  make  their 
way,  and  which  are  less  familiar  than  they  ought  to  be  even 
to  cultivated  Scotchmen  of  the  upper  classes.  The  language 
and  its  idioms  are  serious  stumbling-blocks  to  b^n  witk 
In  the  more  primitive  districts  the  peasants  speak  as  thdr 
^  forbears  '  did  before  them,  and  their  most  ordinary  words  may 
convey  an  infinity  of  shades  of  meaning  which  tie  most  ela- 
borate paraphrase  could  scarcely  interpret  to  the  uninitiated. 
After  all,  popularity  is  the  ambition  of  a  novelist.  He  desires 
to  write  for  the  world  in  general,  and  to  make  his  work  iotel. 
ligible  to  all.  If  he  overload  his  pages  with  local  dialect  which 
sounds  sometimes  barbarous  and  sometimes  vulgar,  his  book  is 
likely  to  be  dropped  with  distaste.  We  are  scarcely  surprised, 
then,  that  the  list  of  good  Scotch  novels  is  a  short  one ;  but  the 
fact  that  it  is  so  leaves  an  inviting  ^field  in  these  hackneyed 
times  to  writers  who  chance  to  have  the  special  knowledge  and 
are  conscious  of  the  needful  gifts. 

In  reality  the  genius  and  disposition  of  the  Scottish  people 
has  always  tended  instinctively  to  the  romantic.  It  is  not 
only  that  in  the  turbulent  ferocity  of  their  earlier  history  they 
were  in  the  habit,  like  their  neighbours,  of  translating  romance 
into  adventurous  action.  Rapine  and  bloodshed  are  the  in- 
variable distractions  of  unsettled  and  semi-barbarous  societies. 
But  the  national  poetry  of  the  Scotch,  the  songs  and  ballads 
that  pleased  their  untutored  fancy  and  enlivened  their  rude 
feasts,  had  a  romantic  character  all  its  own.  For  all  its  mar- 
tial ring,  it  was  no  mere  celebration  of  deeds  of  daring  or 
carnage,  of  battle  and  fireraising  and  bloody  deaths.  It  did 
not  glorify  successful  guile  like  the  Scandinavian  scalds  and 
sagas,  or  exalt  the  joys  of  ceaseless  slaughter  and  debauch  as 
the  only  heaven  for  a  man  of  action.  The  most  primitive 
Scotch  minstrelsy  was  characterised  as  much  by  a  gentle  gra(^ 
and  touches  of  tender  pathos  as  by  fire  and  spirit  Through  it 
all  there  ran  a  deep  vein  of  the  imaginative,  which  sometimes, 
in  such  wild  legends  as  ^  Tamlane,'  became  as  fantastic  as  any 
Teutonic  mdrchen.  Even  in  warlike  lays  like  the  fight  of 
Otterbum,  where  the  death-struggle  of  the  Douglas  and  rercy 
appealed  to  inveterate  national  animosities,  the  minstrel  played 
on  the  heartstrings  of  his  audience  like  the  inmiortal  Timotheos 
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in  ^Alexander's  Feast.'  He  turned  from  the  shivering  of 
lances  and  the  shouts  of  victory  to  the  softer  and  nobler  emo- 
tions. And  love  was  as  favourite  a  theme  as  battle ;  witness 
the  plaintive  blending  of  sorrow^  passion,  and  malignant  re* 
venffe  in  fair  *  Helen  of  Kirkconnel.'  What  can  be  more  deli- 
cately insinuated  than  the  forgiving  bye-struggle  of  the  poi- 
soned and  heart-stricken  lover  in  *  Lord  Sandal '  ?  What 
more  tellingly  impressive  than  the  sharp  touches  of  nature^  the 
terse  and  vigorous  descriptions  of  storm-scenery  and  shipwreck^ 
in  the  'Grand  old  ballad  of  Sir  Patrick  Spens'?  And  in- 
stances of  the  sort  might  be  multiplied  indefinitely. 

Nor  as  time  went  on  and  Scodand  became  more  peaceful^ 
did  the  Scottish  gentleman  undergo  much  change^  although  h& 
bad  to  shape  his  course  somewhat  differently.  He  was  poor 
as  his  country  was  barren,  but  his  spirit  was  too  high  to  resiga 
itself  to  his  circumstances,  and  settle  him  down  into  a  tame 
existence,  getting  his  living  somehow  from  hand  to  mouth. 
The  laird  might  live  on  his  lands  among  his  people,  exercising 
a  rough  paternal  authority  over  the  tenantry  who  were  bound 
to  him  by  filial  as  by  feudal  ties.  Their  needy  circumstances 
spurred  the  ambition  of  well-born  cadets  whose  ancestors  had 
always  foUowed  the  profession  of  arms,  and  sent  them  to  foreign 
lands  to  seek  an  outlet  for  their  energies.  Bead  the  deeds  of 
the  Scotch  auxiliaries  in  the  pages  of  Froissart,  or  the  records 
of  the  French  kings'  Archer  Guard,  their  surest  safeguard 
against  domestic  treason.  Scotch  seamen  of  the  middle  classes 
went  trading  and  privateering  when  European  commerce  was 
still  in  its  infancy ;  and  chividrous  old  captains  like  Sir  Patrick 
Spens  had  worthy  successors  in  the,  Andrew  Bartons.  The 
same  spirit  of  adventure  has  survived  to  modern  times,  spread- 
ing itself  downward  through  the  nation,  although  it  has  been 
regulated  by  shrewd  sense  and  has  been  circumscribed  by  the 
modem  ways  of  money-getting.  Yet  there  was  romance  enough 
in  all  conscience,  for  example,  in  the  lives  of  the  employes  of  the 
North  American  fur  companies,  who  were  recruited  from  the 
Highlands  almost  to  a  man,  and  who  earned  their  pay  and 
pensions  in  perpetual  warfare  with  the  savages,  with  the  ele- 
ments, and  with  one  another.  And  to  come  more  decidedly 
within  the  pale  of  civilisation,  in  our  Indian  dependencies,  in 
the  colonies,  and  even  in  foreign  countries,  we  find  Scotch 
adventurers  holding  a  disproportionate  share  of  offices  of 
trust,  profit,  and  difficulty,  simply  because  they  have  the 
reflection,  resolution,  and  courage  which  sends  the  fittest  men 
by  natural  selection  to  their  fitting  places  in  positions  of 
emergency.     We  seem  to  have  been  betrayed  into  a  panegyric 
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when  we  merely  meant  to  indicate  an  argument.  But  we  have 
reached  the  conclusions  we  desired  to  draw — that  the  race, 
whether  abroad  or  at  home,  is  much  the  same  as  it  has  always 
been ;  consequently  that  the  elements  of  romance  and  dramatic 
surprise  are  to  be  found  in  abundance  eyen  among  those 
^  canny '  folk  who  have  seldom  strayed  beyond  their  pariah 
boundis^  although  these  may  lie  hidden  under  an  impassive 
demeanour  which  repels  the  scrutiny  of  the  uninstructed 
observer. 

Perhaps  for  all  purposes  of  argument^  it  would  have  come 
much  to  the  same  thing,  had  we  gone  straight  to  the  Wa- 
verley  Novels,  which  must  remain,  so  long  as  there  is  a  na- 
tional literature,  the  alpha  and  omega  of  Scottish  fiction.  Sir 
Walter  is  at  once  the  encouragement  and  despair  of  those  who 
have  followed  or  are  to  follow  in  his  footsteps.  He  showed 
all  that  may  be  made  of  the  character  of  his  country  people, 
and  handled  it  with  a  versatility  of  knowledge  and  flexibility  of 
touch  that  at  once  invite  and  defy  imitation.  He  had  in  him 
all  that  was  needful  to  do  them  the  most  complete  poetical 
justice — a  poet's  nature  and  sympathies,  intuitive  powers  of 
perception,  intense  but  enlightened  patriotism,  a  sense  of 
humour  as  goodnaturedly  alive  to  their  failings  as  it  keenly 
appreciated  their  native  wit,  and  an  artistic  discrimination 
wluch  rejected  what  was  coarse,  while  it  could  throw  a  halo  of 
romance  over  the  homely.  An  aristocrat  by  nature  and  a  high 
Tory  in  politics,  he  never  enjoyed  life  more  heartily  than  when 
mixing  with  the  rough  farmers  of  the  dales.  He  had  the  key 
to  the  hearts  of  humble  retainers  like  the  Purdies,  and  drawing 
instinctively  to  sympathetic  and  sterling  worth,  he  stepped 
lightly  over  social  barriers  without  breakmg  them  down.  The 
secret  of  the  sparkling  realism  of  his  pictures  was  his  lifelong 
familiarity  with  the  people  he  dashed  on  to  his  canvas.  He  re- 
produced what  rose  naturally  before  him,  scarcely  drawing  on 
memory,  far  less  on  fancy.  An  enthusiastic  boy  absorbed  in 
the  perusal  of  old  romances,  he  had  been  sent  for  the  benefit  of 
his  failing  health  to  the  seclusion  of  a  border  farmhouse.  He 
had  basked  out  on  the  hillsides  in  the  summer  day,  among 
sturdy  shepherds  familiar  with  lays  and  legends  of  the  Tweed 
and  its  tributaries ;  and  in  the  cool  evenings  had  drawn  in  his 
stool  among  the  good  people  who  gathered  round  the  *  ingle 
*  nook '  for  the  nightly  gossip.  As  a  lawyer's  apprentice  going 
on  business  errands  beyond  the  Highland  line,  his  observation 
was  straying  in  fields  more  congenial  than  jurisprudence,  and 
his  ima^nation  was  unconsciously  assimilating  all  he  heard 
and  all  he  saw.    Afterwards  when  the  sheriff^  as  he  told  Look- 
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hart,  ^  had  many  a  grand  gallop  along  these  braes  when 
^thinking  of  Marmion/  he  would  often  draw  rein  to  find  a  wel- 
come among  the  hospitable  Dandie  Dinmonts  of  the  '  Forest' 
He  goes  a  cruise  with  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights 
along  the  eastern  coast  and  in  the  northern  islands,  and  it  is 
not  only  in  the  ^  Pirate,"  the  immediate  fruit  of  the  expedi- 
tion, that  you  may  trace  his  course  by  the  information  he 
S.thered.  Thenceforth  he  shows  a  wonderful  familiarity  with 
e  seafaring  population  he  had  merely  got  glimpses  of,  and  his 
marine  pieces  are  painted  with  the  hand  of  a  master. 

Like  all  great  artists,  he  closely  followed  nature,  and  availed 
himself  to  the  utmost  of  the  wide  range  of  his  personal  observa- 
tions. But  the  winning  man  of  the  world  and  indefatigable 
student  of  manners  was  a  poet  before  everything ;  his  genius 
refused  to  be  fettered,  and  notwithstanding  his  fidelity  to 
nature,  which  was  the  spell  with  which  the  wizard  worked  his 
marvels,  he  occasionally  departed  from  inartistic  realities  and 
took  bold  liberties  for  the  sake  of  his  art.  It  was  not  that  he 
did  it  of  deliberate  purpose.  The  man  who  threw  off  page 
after  page  of  his  great  fictions  with  the  swift  regularity  of  an 
oflice  drudge,  probably  seldom  paused  to  reflect,  never  hesitated 
as  to  how  he  should  express  himself.  He  wrote  from  inspira- 
tion ;  his  matter  naturally  arranged  and  expressed  itself  in  the 
most  telling  forms ;  and  such  is  the  glamour  he  throws  over  his 
works  that  criticism  is  charmed  into  silence,  or  forgets  to  carp 
tt  details.  Poetic  expression  is  the  very  soul  of  Scottish  fic- 
tion ;  for  like  all  earnest  and  strongly  self-contained  peoples, 
the  feelings  of  the  Scotch,  when  they  do  break  out,  are  apt 
to  seek  vent  in  poetic  language,  and  there  is  an  eloquent 
dignity  in  their  rudest  lamentations.  It  is  the  same  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Basse  Bretagne  for  example — a  race  who 
have  much  in  common  with  the  Scotch — and  whose  heaths  and 
woodlands  have  a  ballad  literature  ns  rich  and  passionate  as 
that  of  the  Scottish  border.  To  our  mind  the  prose  Scott 
places  in  the  mouths  and  cottage  scenes  of  the  humblest  of  the 
Scotch  is  more  exquisite  poetry  than  anything  in  the  ^  Lady 
*  of  the  Lake,'  or  *  Marmion.' 

Others,  of  course,  struck  into  the  rich  vein  Scott  had  been 
working,  and  the  conspicuous  absence  of  effort  in  his  writings 
possibly  made  imitation  seem  comparatively  easy.     Nothing 

g'vee  more  decided  proof  of  his  power  than  the  comparative 
ilore  of  very  capable  contemporaries.  Both  Lockhart  and 
Wilson  were  men  of  real  genius,  and  the  latter  especially  could 
boast  manyof  the  qualifications  by  which  Sir  Walter  attained 
laecess.     Wilson  loiew  his  countrypeople  well^  and  had  an 
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intense  sympathy  -with  the  humbler  classes ;  he  had  the  eye  of 
an  artist  and  the  soul  of  a  poet.  Perhaps  the  redundant  poetry 
of  his  temperament  proved  a  snare  to  him.  It  is  certain  his 
works,  abounding  as  they  do  in  beautiful  descriptions^  and  over- 
abounding  in  elaborate  pathos,  showed  little  of  the  nervous  and 
manly  tone  of  Christopher  North  the  trenchant  essayist.  Neither 
in  his  ^  Margaret  Lyndsay '  nor  his  ^Lights  and  Shadows  of  Scot- 
'  tish  Life,'  nor  yet  in  the  '  Adam  Blair '  of  Lockhart,  is  there 
the  well-balanced  handling  and  lifelike  versatility  of  their  great 
prototype.  Wilson  over-refined  in  overwrought  sentiment— 
Loddiart  introduced  a  dramatic  and  theatrical  element,  almost 
anticipating  in  scenes  in  the  Highland  glens  something  of  the 
hazardous  social  sensationalism  of  the  French  romances  of 
later  generations. 

Gralt  struck  into  another  line  altogether,  and  succeeded 
all  the  better  that  he  always  went  on  the  maxim,  ne  sutor 
ultra  crepidam.  A  shrewd,  clear,  self-made  Scot  of  the  middle 
ranks,  he  described  with  inimitable  accuracy  the  manners,  feel- 
ings, and  motives  of  action  of  the  class  of  which  he  came.  His 
provincials  have  but  a  dim  idea  of  the  world  that  lay  beyond 
their  parochial  horizons,  but  their  sight  is  keen  enough  with- 
in the  range  of  their  everyday  vision.  Although  sufficiently 
neighbourly,  and  the  readier  to  do  a  good-natured  action  that 
it  cost  them  little  but  words  or  time,  perhaps  their  most  con- 
spicuous quality  is  reputable  selfishness.  The  author's  peculiar 
humour  delights  in  following  them  into  the  most  trivial  details 
of  their  daily  life,  and  in  analysing  those  petty  motives  of  con- 
duct that  we  are  all  conscious  of,  though  we  take  pains  to  con- 
ceal them.  His  ministers  are  godly  and  kindly  men,  but  we  see 
them  in  their  manses,  troubled  by  their  parochial  cares,  divested 
of  the  dignity  of  their  sacred  office,  though  seldom  insensible 
to  its  high  responsibilities.  The  most  trifling  local  incidents 
are  the  same  to  them  as  the  public  events  that  may  sway 
the  fortunes  of  kingdoms — a  subscription  to  a  parish  charity  is 
more  welcome  than  the  news  of  a  decisive  national  victory ; 
and  even  when  they  are  ministering  to  the  sick  and  suffering 
in  spiritual  sympathy,  the  associations  that  cling  to  them  are 
of  the  earth,  earthy.  His  laymen  are  of  similar  stamp.  His 
provosts  and  baillies  are  really  *  bits  o'  bodies  ' — very  decent  in 
their  way,  but  eaten  up  by  a  sense  of  their  personal  conse- 
quence, and  extraordinarily  adroit  in  shaping  a  self-seeking 
course  in  accordance  with  liieir  lax  interpretatiorfof  the  moral 
law.  They  are  as  likely  to  be  elected  to  the  kirk  session  as  to 
the  town  council ;  but  you  feel  that  nature  never  could  have 
meant  them  for  higher  spheres  than  the  council  chanibers  of 
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their  own  burgbs.  Gait,  in  short,  gives  an  unjust  impression' 
of  his  countrypeople,  while  keeping  very  strictly  to  the  truth. 
Tou  are  compelled  to  admit  the  striking  likenesses  in  a  por- 
traiture which  brings  foibles  and  meannesses  into  the  lights 
while  it  leaves  more  engaging  qualities  in  impenetrable  shadow. 
But  you  are  led  into  generalising  as  to  the  character  of  the 
nation  from  the  delineation  of  a  class  which  morally  and  8bs- 
thetically  is  decidedly  one  of  its  least  favourable  specimens. 
We  have  called  attention  to  these  points  because  some  of  our , 
contemporary  writers  are  inclined  to  imitate  him  in  these  re- 
spects. You  have  only  to  compare  Gait's  characters  with 
Scott's,  the  ministers  of  the  one  with  those  of  the  other — and 
Scott  had  no  partiality  for  the  Presbyterian  Church — or 
Baillie  Nicol  Jarvie  with  *  the  Provost,'  and  you  may  judc^e 
of  the  artistic  merits  of  their  respective  methods  of  treatmelt 
by  the  very  different  impressions  they  leave  behind.  The 
writer  of  genius  studies  the  use  of  shadow  as  well  as  of  light. 
He  knows  where  to  eliminate  and  where  to  idealise. 

We  may  pass  at  once  from  Gait  to  the  writers  of  our  own 
time,  for  we  find  nothing  characteristic  enough  to  arrest  us 
between ;  and  among  three  of  the  most  distinguished  of  these 
whom  we  single  out  for  review,  giving  place  to  the  ladies,  we 
begin  with  Mrs.  Oliphant.  Mrs.  Oliphant,  moreover,  has 
been  writing  for  many  years — ^her  '  Margaret  Maitland,'  if  we 
are  not  mistaken,  made  its  appearance  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  century  ago.  Since  then  she  has  laboured  indefatigably, 
and  of  late  has  laid  her  scenes,  for  the  most  part,  out  of  her 
native  country.  She  has  acquired  great  literary  experience, 
has  cultivated  her  style,  ripened  her  judgment,  and  greatly 
extended  her  knowledge  of  the  world,  while  losing  little  of  her 
early  freshness.  But  perhaps  she  has  never  written  anything 
more  simply  enjoyable  than  her  maiden  novel,  though  the 
*  Minister's  Wife  ' — which  we  shall  notice  by-and-bye — is  as 
admirable  in  its  way,  and  far  more  finished.  Mrs.  Oliphant, 
we  may  say  at  once,  is  in  no  way  amenable  to  the  imputations 
we  have  brought  against  Gait.  She  turns  for  choice  to  the 
more  graceful  sides  of  human  nature,  and  never  overlooks 
anything  that  is  picturesque  in  the  homeliest  of  the  scenes  she 
embodies  in  her  pages.  It  is  evident  that  she  has  gone  to 
nature  for  her  men  and  women :  in  her  female  creations,  in 
particular,  we  cannot  doubt  that  she  has  freely  drawn  inspira- 
tion from  an  examination  of  her  personal  idiosyncrasy.  But 
though  she  must  have  borrowed  largely  from  her  own  experi- 
ence, we  can  never  trace  any  decided  self-portraiture.  From 
the  first  she  has  shown  herself  both  original  and  enterprising. 
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in  her  search  after  studiesy  and  the  plaj  of  her  imagination 
introduces  marked  variations  even  in  types  she  is  somewhat 
fond  of  repeating.  In  examining  into  an  individual,  writers 
like  Gait  never  care  to  penetrate  far  beneath  the  surface, 
though  they  reflect  to  us  very  clearly  all  they  have  secD,  so 
far  as  they  have  gone.  Mrs.  Oliphant  invariably  dives  far 
deeper,  giving  us  glimpses  besides  at  those  mysterious  tides 
and  currents  which  insensibly  influence  the  course  of  human 
existences. 

We  said  that  all  the  most  successfnl  Scotch  novels  have 
been  written  from  personal  knowledge  and  close  observation, 
and  ^  Mrs.  Margaret  Maitland'  is  an  instance  in  point.  We 
know  nothing  of  Mrs.  Oliphant's  early  life,  but  we  suspect 
that  much  of  it  must  have  been  passed  in  the  retirement  of  a 
rural  parish.  So  her  first  story  suggested  itself  naturally  to 
one  who  had  a  natural  impulse  to  writing.  There  is  a  truth- 
ful and  old-world  simplicity  about  it  which  perhaps  can  only 
be  fairly  appreciated  by  residents  in  Scotland  who  have  passed 
middle  age.  Pasturelands,  although  within  hearing  of  the 
distant  murmur  of  *  the  great  city'  of  Glasgow,  was  yet  entirely 
secluded.  There  were  no  railways  then  with  branch  lines, 
developing  traffic,  stimulating  enterprise,  bringing  in  patent 
manures  and  machinery,  and  exciting  the  country  folk  with 
unfamiliar  ambitions.  \Miere  they  were  bom  the  parishioners 
were  contented  to  die,  and  even  the  lairds  lived  among  their 
own  people.  There  was  a  *  great  house  *  in  the  parish,  in- 
habited by  *  the  Earl ' ;  but  to  the  parish  in  general,  and 
indeed  to  the  author  in  particular,  it  is  altogether  an  unfamiliar 
region.  The  peer,  his  family,  and  his  guests  are  drawn  so 
fancifully  as  to  throw  their  quieter  neighbours  out  into  more 
effective  relief.  Although  they  lived  in  Pasturelands,  they 
were  not  of  it — *  a  pleasant  country  place,  where  there  was 

*  neither  stir  nor  bustle,  but  a  quiet  kirk  to  preach  in,  and  a 

*  godly  congn^ation  to  minister  to.*  Pasturelands  is  by  no 
means  exempt  from  sin  and  scandal,  even  as  it  is  idyllised  in 
Mrs.  Oliphant^s  pages.  The  heritor  of  most  consequence,  next 
to  the  earl,  seems  at  one  time  likely  to  bring  reproach  on  his 
honourable  family.  Subsequently  when  he  goes  in  impulsively 
for  rash  parochial  reforms,  he  unintentionally  fosters  a  deal  of 
violence  and  rascality.  But  the  general  tone  is  •  douce  *  and 
pious :  public  opinion  establishes  a  strong  but  benevolent  role 
of  morality ;  and  the  clergyman  exercises  a  friendly  authority 
on  a  flock  who  hang  on  his  pulpit  utterances,  and  listen  re- 
spectfully to  his  raectionate  rebukes.  The  predominating 
~~^*~~ious  feeling  is  not  opposed  to  innocent  merrymaking ;  on 
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the  contrary,  the  spirits  of  the  young  generation  are  the  more 
buoyant  that  they  have  been  unembittered  by  dissipation  and 
consequent  remorse. 

The  subdued  tone  is  preserved  throughout.  The  local 
colouring  is  clear  but  soft.  The  simplicity  of  style  is  so  care- 
fully sustained  that  it  is  difficult  to  do  the  book  justice  by 
quoting  from  it.  There  is  no  striving  after  effects,  although 
quiet  effects  are  perpetually  being  produced ;  but  they  arise 
out  of  the  intrinsic  charm  of  the  narrative,  and  almost  steal 
upon  you  unawares.  The  scenery  of  Pasturelands  is  illustra- 
tive of  the  manner  of  the  book.  We  have  no  glowing  descrip* 
tions  for  the  best  of  reasons,  that  there  was  nothing  grand  or 
romantic  to  describe.  We  gather  that  it  was  one  of  those  low- 
land parishes  whose  general  features  have  nothing  distinctive 
about  them.  No  doubt  much  of  it  was  moorland ;  there  was  a 
dearth  of  ornamental  timber;  the  farmers  made  the  most  of  the 
land  under  tillage,  and  would  remorselessly  have  grubbed  up 
hedgerows  had  there  been  any.  We  are  told  of  the  stinginess 
of  the  heritors,  and  we  take  it  for  granted  that  the  church 
was  a  bald  edifice  on  a  bleak  hill ;  the  village  had  been  built 
strictly  with  an  eye  to  the  utilitarian ;  and  even  the  manse, 
although  it  must  have  been  sheltered  from  the  bitter  blasts  by 
embosoming  trees,  for  there  were  no  such  flowers  anywhere 
else  in  the  countryside,  must  have  been  unattractive  as  usual, 
if  it  were  not  muffled  up  in  creepers.  Yet  out  of  thejae  un- 
promising materials  Mrs.  Oliphant  brings  such  bright  impres- 
sions and  sweet  associations,  as  many  a  clever  artist  might  fail 
to  produce,  with  the  range  of  the  most  luxuriant  of  southern 
landscapes.  It  is  all  done  apparently  by  insinuation  or  inci- 
dentally. Here  we  have  a  glint  of  sunshine  between  showers- 
falling  among  the  sheep  that  are  feeding  on  the  hillside. 
There  a  waft  of  the  fragrance  of  the  sweetbriar  in  the  manse 
garden,  or  a  regretful  allusion  of  the  country  pastor  to  the 
bonny  flowers  and  the  old-fashioned  flower-beds  he  has  been- 
driven  to  abandon  for  conscience'  sake. 

Mrs.  Margaret  herself  is  just  the  old  lady  you  would  look  to 
find  among  such  surroundings.  She  is  a  very  favourite  type  of 
Mrs.  Oliphant's,  though  we  may  safely  say  she  has  never  beea 
improved  upon  in  any  subsequent  story.  She  is  strong-minded 
as  well  as  simple-minded.  Brought  up  in  contentment  fron^ 
her  cradle,  and  always  cheerful,  she  has  been  at  once  chastened 
and  elevated  by  the  memory  of  an  earlv  disappointment.  That 
sorrow  of  hers  has  given  her  a  wonderful  capacity  for  entering 
into  those  feelings  of  the  young  and  the  hopenil  which  has 
scarcely  yet  died  away  in  herself.     She  has  the  gentle  but 
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formal  manners  of  a  lady  of  the  old  school,  who  owes  little  to 
education,  oi*  at  least  to  book-learning.  She  is  come  of  an  old 
covenanting  family,  who  for  generations  have  fiimished  clergy- 
men to  the  church,  and  have  established  a  sort  of  hereditary 
claim  to  the  cosy  living  of  Pasturelands.  Her  introductory 
mention  of  her  father  and  his  flock  gives  an  admirable  idea  of 
the  style  of  the  book. 

'  My  father  was  minister  of  the  parish  of  Pasturelands ;  a  pleasant 
country  place  whore  there  was  neither  stir  nor  bustle,  but  a  quiet  kirk 
to  preach  in  and  a  godly  congr^ation  to  minister  to.  My  &ther  iras 
a  man  of  bye -ordinary  mildness,  and  just  in  an.  uncommon  manner 
fitted  for  his  charge.  His  session  also  were  douce,  grave,  elderly  men, 
who  had  a  perception  when  to  draw  the  rein  tight  and  when  to  let  it 
slacken ;  and  of  the  folk  themselves,  I  have  often  heard  the  minister 
my  &ther  say,  that  among  them  there  were  fewer  of  the  dross  and 
more  of  the  salt  of  the  earth  than  is  to  be  found  often  in  this  weary  and 
wicked  generation.  They  were  mostly  farmers  and  farm  servants,  wiUi 
a  sprinkling  of  country  tradesmen,  and  here  and  there  a  laird  and  s 
laird^s  &mily,  with  lady-daughters  brought  up  in  Edinburgh,  and 
bringing  their  fine  garments  to  put  foolish  notions  of  pride  and  gentility 
into  many  a  young  head,  no  excepting  my  own ;  for  I  was  just  like 
my  neighbours  and  thought  much  of  the  shining  vanity  of  apparel,  the 
purple  and  fine  linen  of  the  world.' 

*  Aunt  Margaret,'  however,  as  she  is  aflfectionately  called  by 
the  young  people,  is  not  IVJrs.  Oliphant's  heroine ;  but  Grace 
Maitland,  who  is  brought  up  from  childhood  in  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet's charge,  is  nearly  as  original  in  her  way.  The  preco- 
cious but  engaging  child  grows  into  a  fascinating  woman, 
whose  gentle  nature  has  strength  enough  to  determine  her 
own  future  in  spite  of  the  evil  influences  of  her  nearest  rela- 
tions. We  fancy  we  can  hear  Mrs.  Maitland  telling  the  story 
of  her  introduction  to  her  little  charge : — 

*  The  bit  little,  thin,  genty-looking  bairn,  with  a  face  no  to  be  for- 
gotten, though  I  could  not  say  it  was  bonnie.  There  was  no  colour  in 
her  cheeks,  and  she  had  dark  hair ;  but  the  eyes  I  I  never  saw  the  like 
of  them.  The  little  face  was  like  a  shady  corner  when  they  were  cast 
down,  and  when  she  lifted  them  it  was  like  tlie  rising  of  the  stars  in  the 
sky ;  no  that  they  were  sharp,  but  like  a  deep  stream  flowing  dark  and 
full.  Truly  my  spirit  was  stirred  within  me  there,  standing  at  the 
gate  of  Sunnyside,  with  the  bairn's  hand  in  mine  and  her  eyes  shining 
into  me,  as  if  she  was  reading  my  very  heart ;  the  bit  little  thing,  with 
the  spirit  within  her  that  would  never  die ;  and  I  resolved  within  myself 
from  that  day  that  the  bairn  the  Lord  had  sent  to  my  lone  and  quiet 
house  should  be  to  me  as  my  own  blood  and  kin.^ 

If  she  could  not  say  that  the  little  Grace  was  bonnie,  she 
had  no  difficulty  about  affirming  it  later  of  Miss  Maitland  the 
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grown-up  heiress.  Grace  and  her  bosom  friend  Mary  Mait- 
land,  niece  of  Mrs.  Margaret^  and  daughter  of  the  manse,  were 
both  blessed  with  great  good  looks  and  pursued  by  the 
addresses  of  ardent  admirers.  The  unselfish  old  spinster 
renews  her  griefs  and  sighs  in  silence  as  she  finds  herseli  again 
in  an  atmosphere  of  love-making,  and  is  made  the  confidante 
of  attachments  that  threaten  to  be  unfortunate.  There  is 
nothing  in  any  of  Mrs.  Oliphant's  works  prettier  than  some 
of  these  love  scenes  and  love  confidences,  slight  as  they 
often  are ;  and  through  the  whole  of  them  she  never  loses  once 
sight  of  her  leading  purpose  and  her  central  character.  The 
influences  that  radiate  from  the  beauties  of  Mrs.  Maitland's 
single-minded  nature  pervade  the  whole  story ;  even  when  she 
IS  not  present  in  the  flesh,  she  is  the  good  genius  of  both  the 
girls  who  are  brought  up  near  her,  and  even  the  wild  and  high- 
spirited  young  man,  who  tuiiis  afterwards  into  a  devoted 
husband  and  valuable  member  of  society,  has  her  to  thank,  in 
great  measure,  for  being  converted  to  marriage  from  the  folly 
of  his  ways.  Thus  *  Mrs.  Margaret  Maitland '  is  not  only  a 
charming  picture  of  a  peaceful  and  beneficent  life,  but  almost 
perfect  art,  so  far  as  it  goes,  in  its  compact  and  simple  con- 
struction. Nor  while  full  of  earnestness  and  pathos,  is  it  at 
all  wanting  in  humour.  But  the  humour  is  more  diffuse  than 
epigrammatic,  and  we  are  sorry  we  have  no  room  for  the 
tender  interview,  when  the  elderly  schoolmaster  makes  Mrs. 
Maitland  an  offer  of  his  heart  and  hand,  on  the  occasion  of  his 
receiving  the  presentation  to  the  kirk  of  Pasturelands,  in  place 
of  the  lady's  brother,  who  had  resigned  on  occasion  of  the 
disruption. 

*  Merkland,'  though  more  ambitious,  more  nearly  resembles 
the  ordinary  novel,  and  may  be  dismissed  much  more  briefly. 
Strathroan,  where  the  scenes  are  laid,  is  a  picturesque  counter- 
part of  Pasturelands ;  the  subject  is  far  more  sensational  than 
the  *  Passages  from  the  Life  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Maitland  of 
*  Sunnyside,*  a  precise  old-fashioned  title,  which  admirably 
expresses  the  manner  and  method  of  the  contents.  Merkland 
lies  in  a  mountain  district  among  wild  hills  and  lochs,  the 
dramatis  personm  are  the  members  of  old  Highland  landed 
families,  and  the  interest  mainly  turns  on  a  mysterious  murder 
that  casts  its  shadow  over  the  lives  of  many  of  them. 
Mrs.  Catherine  Douglas  stands  for  Mrs.  Margaret  Maitland ; 
the  beneficent  female  genius,  unattached,  always  ready  to  give 
anyone  a  helping  hand.  But,  except  in  their  kindliness  and 
generosity  of  nature,  there  is  little  in  common  between  the 
haughty,  wealthy,  dictatorial  chatelaine  of  the  Tower,  and  the 
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retiring  unassuming  mistress  of  Sunnjside.  Mrs.  Margaret 
is  nature  itself;  Mra.  Catherine^  with  her  grand  airs  and  high- 
flown  language,  is  nature  of  the  kind  one  is  apt  to  associate 
with  fiction,  n  not  with  the  stage.  Yet  the  plot  is  laid  with  skill, 
and  worked  out  with  patient  mgenuity.  Some  of  the  episodes 
are  highly  dramatic,  and  the  Highland  gentlemen  and  the  ladiei 
of  their  families  play  their  parts  with  great  vraisemblance^ 
although  they  strike  us  as  decidedly  more  shadowy  than  those 
inhabitants  of  Pasturelands  we  came  to  know  so  intimately. 
In  *  Merkland '  too,  as  in  *  Mrs.  Margaret  Maitland,'  Mrs, 
Oliphant  shows  herself  very  much  abroad  in  those  circles  of 
society  that  lie  beyond  these  Scottish  parishes.  The  southern 
lord,  who  establishes  himself  in  the  hereditary  halls  of  the 
Sutherlands,  is  a  person  as  improbable  as  he  is  decidedly 
unpleasant;  the  lad  he  is  leading  astray,  the  Honourable 
Giles  Sympelton,  is  in  Dickens'  feeole  style  of  caricature,  and 
the  hanger-on  Lord  Gillravidge  employs  as  his  envoy  is  a 
simple  monstrosity.  But  there  are  stirring  scenes  rising  oat 
of  the  high-handed  proceedings  of  these  eccentric  aliens ;  and 
with  her  foot  set  down  on  her  native  heath,  describing  the 
dection  of  the  hapless  MacAlpines  from  their  cottages,  Mrs. 
Oliphant  regains  all  her  natural  vigour. 

We  greatly  prefer  *  Harry  Muir '  to  *  Merklands.*  It 
brings  out  most  effectively  the  poetical  side  of  a  hard-working 
and  poverty-stricken  life  in  a  great  manufacturing  city.  It  is 
a  touching  romance  of  the  domestic  affections,  pushing  out 
their  delicate  shoots  and  tendrils  in  a  blighting  and  uncon- 
genial  atmosphere.  It  shows  Mrs.  Oliphant's  habit  of  making 
the  best  of  everything  and  everybody;  of  treating  human 
weaknesses  with  something  of  angelic  consideration;  and  it 
moves  one's  feelings  with  a  melancholy  story,  without  leaving 
the  sting  of  painful  impressions.  Harry  Muir  is  the  idol  of 
the  little  group  of  women  who  surround  him ;  they  suffer  in 
silence  from  the  faults  they  conspire  to  throw  a  veil  over,  as 
they  watch  him  with  painfully  unselfish  anxiety  while  he  runs  a 
course  of  thoughtless  and  selfish  folly ;  and  when  he  comes  at 
last  to  his  untimely  end,  he  ends  so  that  he  is  only  mourned 
for  as  one  mourns  a  heavy  family  bereavement.  The  moral 
of  the  book  is  practical  and  admirable.  It  does  not  make  light 
of  sin ;  it  dwells  on  the  bitterness  inseparable  from  the  fleeting 
pleasures  of  dissipation ;  it  demonstrates  their  baleful  effects 
on  a  captivating  and  joyous  nature  that  has  never  been  in  the 
habit  of  controfiing  its  impulses ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  shows 
the  power  of  patient  and  gentle  family  influences  in  saving  the 
offender  from  the  depths  of  degradation,  and  shielding  him 
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from  the  worst  consequences  of  his  faults.  Harry  Muir's  care- 
less goodnature  brings  out  the  shining  qualities  of  his  self- 
sacrificing  wife  and  sisters,  and  you  cannot  help  liking  the 
man  they  are  so  devoted  to.  The  family  belongs  to  a  class 
that,  as  we  are  happy  to  know,  has  never  been  very  rare  in 
Scotland.  They  live  in  penury;  they  toil  with  their  hands 
for  their  daily  bread ;  neither  from  their  upbringing  nor  their 
education  can  they  well  be  ranked  among  gentlefolks ;  yet 
when  an  unlooked-for  inheritance  raises  them  to  affluence,  and 
throws  them  into  good  county  society,  they  take  their  places 
with  perfect  propriety  and  composure  in  their  new  set  of 
acquaintances. 

'  They  themselves  were  of  an  order  peculiar  to  no  class,  but  scat- 
tered through  all ;  without  any  education  worth  speaking  of,  except 
the  two  plain,  indispensable  faculties  of  reading  and  writing.  Harry 
Muir  and  his  sister,  knowing  nothing  of  the  world,  had  imconsciously 
reached  at  and  attained  the  higher  society  which  the  world  of  books 
and  imagination  opens  to  delicate  minds.  They  were  not  aware  that 
their  own  taste  was  unusually  refined,  or  their  own  intellect  more  culti- 
vated than  their  fellows,  but  they  were  at  once  sensible  of  Cuthbert's 
superiority,  and  hailed  it  with  eager  regard — not  without  a  little  in- 
voluntary pride  either,  to  find  that  this,  almost  the  most  highly  culti- 
vated person  they  had  ever  met,  was,  after  all,  only  equal  to  them- 
selves.* 

Martha,  the  eldest,  and  the  finest  if  not  the  most  taking  of 
the  characters,  is  especially  Scotch.  She  had  been  schooled 
into  outward  sternness  by  a  life  of  self-denial  and  privations, 
and  from  early  childhood  had  been  a  thoughtful  woman.  But 
the  wearing  cares  that  engrossed  her  time  and  thought  had 
only  intensified  her  fondness  for  the  family  that  Providence 
Jiad  entrusted  to  her  charge. 

'  To  raise  them — these  children — to  that  indefinite  rank  and  honour 
which  exists  in  the  fancy  of  the  young  who  are  poor — to  win  for  them 
exemption  firom  those  carking  cares  amid  which  her  own  youth,  a  strong 
plant,  had  grown  green  and  fiourished.  Such  hopes  were  strong  in  the 
heart  of  the  passionate  girl  when  people  thought  her  only  a  child ;  and 
when  dark  necessities  came, — when  following  many  little  pilgrims, 
the  father  and  mother  went  away,  leaving  her  the  head  of  the  sadly 
diminished  &mily,  her  strong  desire,  intensified  by  great  grief,  possessed 
her  like  a  fiery  tormenting  spirit.* 

In  that  blending  of  hopeful  dreams  for  the  future  of  her 
charges,  with  the  unremitting  and  unromantic  drudgery  to 
which  she  uncomplainingly  condemned  herself  for  their  sakes, 
she  is  tlie  representative  of  many  a  humble  Scotchwoman  who 
outwardly  seems  commonplace  and  unprepossessing  enough. 

VOL.  CXLIII.   NO.  CCXCII.  Z 
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That  university  education,  invariably  described  in  George 
Mac  Donald's  pages,  ¥^hich  is  to  prepare  the  humble  student 
for  possible  destinies  which  otherwise  he  could  never  haTe 
pretended  to,  is  the  fruit  of  such  self-<lenying  aspirations  and 
such  sublime  self-sacrifice.  But  we  have  said  enough  to  indi- 
cate the  especial  merits  of  ^  Harry  Muir,'  and  must  hurry  on, 
without  calling  attention  to  its  lighter  beauties,  or  indulging 
in  other  extracts  we  had  marked  for  quotation.  Yet  befoie 
leaving  it  we  must  single  out,  for  notice,  as  in  sober  kee}ung 
with  the  cheerful  contentment  of  the  hard-working  family  living 
among  noisy  neighbours  in  a  dismal  suburb,  that  picture  d 
*  Nature,  which  is  beautiful  in  every  place,'  with  which  the 
Muirs  refreshed  themselves  when  they  could  spare  themselves 
the  time : — 

*  The  distant  traffic  of  the  "  port,"  to  which  the  canal  is  the  sea,  the 
flutter  of  dingy  ship-sails,  and  a  fer-off  prospect  of  the  bare  corc^c 
and  brief  masts  of  little  Dutch  vessels  delivering  their  miscellaneous 
cargoes  there,  gave  a  softened *home- look,  almost  like  the  quiet  harboor 
of  some  little  seaport,  to  a  scene  which  close  at  hand  could  boast  of  few 
advantages.  But  the  air  was  light  with  the  haze  of  sunset,  and  in  tbe 
east  the  sky  had  paled  down  to  the  exceeding  calmness  of  the  eventide, 
lying  silently  around  its  lengthened  strips  of  island-cloud  like  an  en- 
chanted sea.     Dull  and  blank  was  the  long  level  line  of  water  at  their 

feet,  yet  it  was  water  still,  and  flowed,  or  seemed  to  flow 

These  were  homely  sights,  but  the  charmed  atmosphere  gave  a  harmoDj 
to  them  all.* 

*  Katie  Stewart'  was  published  in  '  Blackwood's  Magazine' 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  It  may  be  more  properly 
styled  an  historical  novelette — compact  and  light,  abounding 
in  action,  and  overflowing  with  feeling  and  passion.  It  takes 
us  back  to  the  generation  that  was  excited  in  *the  '45 '  by  the 
chivalrous  exploits  of  the  young  Pretender.  The  scenes  arc 
shifted  between  the  family  mansion  of  the  noble  Erskines, 
Earls  of  Kelly,  and  the  dwellings  of  their  humbler  neighbours 
and  dependents.  Katie  Stewart,  the  daughter  of  the  miller, 
is  almost  the  adopted  sister  of  the  Ladies  Erskine.  Bewitching 
in  mind  as  in  person,  made  half  indiflferent  from  habit  to  the 
love  and  admiration  that  are  lavished  on  her,  she  has  had  the 
gift  of  winning  all  hearts  from  her  childhood.  In  the  natural 
pride  of  her  fascinations  she  takes  very  kindly  to  her  new 
position,  and  had  there  been  less  of  warm  impulsivenes  and 
earnestness  in  her  heart,  her  happiness  might  have  been 
wrecked  in  her  ambition,  and  she  might  have  been  betrayed 
into  an  unfortunate  mariage  de  convenance.  But  a  genuwe 
love  lays  hold  of  her  in  time,   and  she   discovers  somewhat 


1876.  Recent  Scotch  Novels.  331 

• 

regretfully  that  her  heart  has  been  ravished  away  by  a  hand- 
some young  seaman  in  her  own  original  station.  The  perils 
and  misfortunes  of  her  lover  keep  her  true  to  him  through  a 
suspense  that  might  well  have  shsJcen  an  ordinary  constancy, 
and  we  have  a  oelightfully  piquant  tale  of  alternating  hopes 
and  fears,  that  end  in  a  prospect  of  unclouded  happiness. 

The  *  Minister's  Wife '  takes  a  more  ambitious  range.     In 
place  of  a  quiet  narrative  of  every-day  feelings  and  incidents 
centring  very  much  in  a  single  family,  we  have  the  throbbing 
sensation  of  one  of  those  great  waves  of  religious  agitation 
which  from  time  to  time  will  stir  to  its  depths  the  fervid  ear- 
nestness of  the  Scottish  people.    The  Spirit  is  abroad  in  a  High- 
land parish ;  single-minded  fanaticism  believes  itself  charged 
with  inspired  messages  to  a  sinful  generation ;  the  ignorant  in 
their  terror  hang  eagerly  on  the  lips  of  the  self-commissioned 
apostles,  and  the  moderate  and  cool-headed  people  who  resist 
the  contagion  are  confounded  and  denounced  with  the  scoffers 
and  the  indifferent.     In  the  revival  at  Loch  Diarmid  we  see 
the  germs  of  the  great  religious  schism  that  severed  the  Kirk ; 
and  as  they  are  forced  in  the  warmth  of  an  unnatural  atmo- 
Bphere,  it  seems  as  if  you  were  examining  their  growth  through 
the  lenses  of  a  microscope.     No  one  could  have  attempted  to 
describe  that  course  of  thought  and  feeling  who  had  not  ai> 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  habits  of  mind  of  an  undemon- 
strative people,  and  who  had  not  been  herself  subjected  in  her 
youth  to  the  influences  of  Presbyterian  teachings.     Nor  is  the 
actual  life  of  the  minister's  wife  as  uneventful  a;^3  the  title 
would  imply.     A  young  and  lighthearted  girl,  she  is  scarcely 
caught  up  in  the  vortex  of  the  devouring  spiritual  agitation 
around  her.      Yet  she  becomes  the  innocent  instrument  of 
deciding  the  fate  of  others,  and  her  spirits  are  sobered  pre- 
maturely  by   the   scenes    passing   around   her.      Her  mind, 
besides,  is  tempest-tossed  from  the  first  by  personal  doubts,, 
fears,  and  troubles.     She  forms  in  her  innocence  an  unfortu^ 
Date  attachment;   friends  and  circumstances  save  her  when 
her  happiness  has  almost  made  shipwreck  ;  and  she  glides  into 
contented  tranquillity  at  the  manse  with  the  minister,  only  to 
be  cast  out  again  by  a  mysterious  crime  into  a  more  stormy 
sea  than  before.     Under  the  chastening  of  misfortune  she  is 
strengthened  and  purified.     Struck  down  by  her  sudden  and 
bitter  reverses,  she  emerges  from  her  trials  sadder  and  better ; 
and  although    the  course  of   her  education  seems  natural 
enough  as  you  follow  it,  yet  you  can  barely  recognise  the 
gay  Isabel  of  the   opening   chapter  in   the   sorrow-stricken 
mother  who  only  struggles  against  despair  from  her  sense  of 
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religion  and  her  devotion  to  her  only  child.  The  turmoil  of 
her  conflicting  feelings  is  highly  dramatic,  when  she  discovers 
that  that  first  love  of  hers  to  whom  she  has  bound  herself  in 
second  nuptials  was  the  murderer  of  the  fond  and  geneFoos 
husband  who  had  taken  her  to  his  bosom,  to  cherish  in  the 
manse. 

In  the  prelude  to  our  article  we  remarked  on  the  unsus- 
pected veins  of  feeling  and  passion  in  those  quiet  Scotch 
people  who  spend  their  uneventful  lives  in  their  native  parishes. 
We  appeal  to  the  *  Minister's  Wife '  in  illustration  of  our  re- 
marks. Intense  local  excitement  had  made  the  parishioners  of 
Loch  Diarmid  forget  their  self-consciousness  and  cast  off  their 
reserve.  In  a  succession  of  thrilling  scenes  we  have  them 
brought  out  in  dramatic  lights,  which  we  feel  notwithstanding 
to  be  perfectlv  natural.  Among  all  those  who  are  troubled 
about  their  spiritual  state,  one  mind  at  least  remains  blessedly 
tranquil.  Margaret,  the  elder  sister  of  Isabel,  lying  in  the 
'iast  stage  of  a  decline,  is  joyfully  expectant  of  the  end  that  is 
^approaching.  The  whole  parish  recognises  her  for  a  saint,  and 
because  her  hold  on  heaven  is  so  evidently  assured,  it  comes 
'into  the  heart  of  Ailie  Macfarlane,  the  inspired  prophetess,  to 
bid  the  invalid  arise  and  walk,  that  she  may  take  her  share  in 
the  work  of  revival.  The  one  thing  needful  is  faith  on  the 
part  of  the  sufferer.  Ailie  burst  into  the  chamber  of  the  dyin? 
girl,  followed  by  a  troop  of  devotees  and  curious  inquirers,  aU 
-eager  to  be  present  at  the  working  of  the  miracle.  Witi 
Ailie  there  comes  a  certain  Mr.  John  Diarmid,  a  converted 
profligate  who  is  now  amongst  the  prophets,  and  who  had 
once  made  dishonourable  advances  to  Margaret.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  sick-bed  are  grouped  the  relatives,  with  the 
worthy  minister  of  the  parish.  Though  they  would  gladly 
keep  her  last  days  undisturbed,  they  are  overmastered  by  &e 
earnestness  and  impetuous  faith  of  the  intruders.  The  con- 
trast of  the  peace  breathing  from  the  death-bed,  with  the 
tender  earthly  anxieties,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  fanatical  tur- 
moil on  the  other,  are  painfully  impressive.  Ailie  makes  her 
-appeal  with  the  authority  of  one  with  a  mission,  but  the  con- 
unctions  she  counted  on  to  work  tiie  miracle  are  paralysed  by 
ISf argaret's  assured  and  enlightened  resignation.  A  chilling 
doubt  will  creep  to  her  heart  that  her  fancied  power  and  mes- 
sage may  be  a  delusion ;  and  half  with  the  idea  of  reassuring 
herself,  she  breaks  out  in  a  final  passionate  appeal : — 

* "  You're  not  to  think  your  prayers  refused,"  said  the  sick  girl.  "  Vm 
near  to  the  gate,  and  I  can  hear  the  message  sent.  It  s^s, '  Ay,  ^ 
shall  be  saved ;  ay,  she  shall  rise  up ;  not  in  eardi  but  in  heaven.'  ** 
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*  "  No,"  said  Ailie  passionately,  "  it's  no  a  true  spirit  of  prophecy; 
it's  an  evil  spirit  come  to  tempt  you.  No  !  oh  ye  of  little  &ith,  where- 
fore do  you  doubt?  Is  the  Lord  to  be  vexed  for  ever  with  the  genera- 
tion that  will  not  believe  ?  Listen  to  His  voice.  Arise,  arise,  shake  off 
the  bonds  of  Satan.  Rise  up  and  stand  upon  your  feet.  Margaret,  let 
not  God's  servants  plead  in  vain.  Oh,  hearken  while  I  plead  with  you, 
harder,  far  harder  than  I  have  to  plead  with  Grod.  Why  will  ye  die, 
oh  house  of  Israel  ?  Kise  up  and  live :  I  command  you  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord !  "  ' 

Even  the  calmer  onlookers  are  half  carried  away  by  Ailie's 
fervour,  and  for  the  moment  would  scarcely  be  surpiised  if  the 
wild  appeals  proved  effectual. 

*  **  Oh,  if  ye  would  but  try  !  Oh  my  Maggie,  will  ye  try  ?  "  sobbed 
Isabel,  clasping  her  sister  closer  and  gazing  with  supplication  beyond 
words  in  her  face.  And  the  minister  lifted  his  face  from  his  hands  and 
looked  at  her ;  and  little  Mar}%  who  had  stolen  in,  came  forward  like  a 
little  wandering  spirit  and  threw  herself  with  a  cry  on  Margaret's 
shoulder  in  a  wild  attempt  to  raise  her  up.' 

We  have  Ailie  wrestling  afterwards  in  the  hillside  in  anguish 
that  is  almost  despair ;  we  have  Mr.  John  writhing  in  agonies 
of  grief  and  self-humiliation  in  the  heather,  under  the  windows 
of  the  dying  girl.  Such  scenes  would  be  impossible  to  Scotch 
temperaments  in  ordinary  times.  No  one  but  the  minister 
or  some  godly  neighbour  would  venture  to  intrude  on  the  sanc- 
tity of  a  dying  chamber ;  no  peasant  maiden  would  forget  her 
sex,  her  station,  and  her  ignorance  like  Ailie ;  no  laird  would 
make  a  parish  spectacle  of  himself  like  Mr.  John,  careless  of 
opinion.  But  we  know  from  the  actual  annals  of  these  revivals 
that  all  that  Mrs.  Oliphant  has  imagined  might  happen,  when 
Scottish  folk  intoxicate  themselves  with  religious  hysteria, 
as  eastern  dervishes  get  drunk  with  bang.  The  power  of  her 
art  lies  in  the  dramatic  purpose  to  which  she  has  turned  these 
contagious  outbreaks,  and  the  vigorous  discrimination  with 
which  she  has  laid  bare  the  working  of  the  people's  minds  as 
they  fall  into  moral  convulsions  in  such  *  seasons  of  awaken- 
*  ing,'  And  such  a  novel  flashes  a  strong  side-light  on  some 
periods  of  Scottish  history.  It  helps  you  to  understand  how 
the  stem  Cameronians  suffered  the  spoiling  of  their  goods, 
torture,  and  death,  rather  than  submit  to  the  arbitrary  edicts 
of  the  Government  on  secondary  points  of  faith  or  forms. 
Then  the  obvious  arguments  and  retorts  of  the  fanatics,  the 
temporisers  and  Erastian  Gallios  amon?  the  farming  people 
who  gather  nightly  *  for  their  cracks '  rcmnd  the  village  forge, 
bave  a  quaint,  reverential,  religious  humour  about  them  that 
we  should  be  loth  to  pass  over  in  silence,  were  it  not  that  we 
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shall  come  on  somethiug  even  better  of  the  kind  in  examining 
the  novels  of  Mr.  George  Mac  Donald. 

After  an  interval  of  several  years,  we  come  to  the  last  of 
Mrs.  Oliphant's  Scottish  works.     Indeed,  *  Valentine :  and  his 

*  Brother '  appeared  only  the  other  day  in  the  pages  of  *  Black- 

*  wood's  Magazine.'  We  remark  in  it  especially  the  prepress 
the  author  has  made  in  the  experience  of  life  in  its  varioos 
phases.  Now  she  shows  herself  as  much  at  home  in  the 
aristocratic  society  of  the  county  of  Mid  Lothian  as  she  has 
always  been  in  the  homes  of  the  lairds  and  the  manses  of  the 
clergy.  She  dedicates  the  book  to  her  boys  at  Eton,  and  she 
writes  of  the  Eton  '  fellows  '  with  a  fullness  of  knowledge  that 
is  wonderful  in  a  woman.  That,  however,  although  deserving 
of  notice,  is  a  very  subsidiary  merit  The  story  is  an  admir- 
able specimen  of  the  constructive  and  dramatic  art;  and  if  the 
foundation  of  the  plot  is  bold  almost  to  extravagance,  we  are 
ready  to  forgive  anything  that  is  improbable  in  it,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  telling  situations  evolved.  The  heir  of 
the  noble  house  of  Eskside,  in  his  inexperienced  but  virtuous 
youth,  has  fallen  a  victim  to  the  charms  of  a  beautiful  gipsy. 
He  has  married  her,  and  bitterly  regretted  the  mesaliianct 
when  he  finds  himself  mismated  in  every  way.  Cold,  though 
clever,  the  very  stuff  out  of  which  you  make  a  polished 
diplomat,  adapting  himself  easily  to  cosmopolitan  society, 
amusing  his  elegant  leisure  with  aesthetic  pursuits,  he  has 
nothing  in  common  with  the  child  of  nature  he  has  chosen. 
They  drift  apart,  and  their  paths  in  life  lie  widely  separate. 
While  the  Honourable  Richard  Ross  is  shining  at  foreign 
courts,  Myra  Forrest  has  gone  back  to  her  gipsy  camp  fires, 
and  is  carrying  his  twin  children  about  on  the  ti-amp.  At  last 
she  decides  to  do  one  of  the  children  justice,  and  to  perform  a 
grand  act  of  restitution.  She  drops  the  younger  of  the  boys  at 
the  doors  of  the  ancestral  halls,  and  the  old  folks  at  home,  Lord 
Eskside  and  his  wife,  recognising  the  features  of  their  heir  in 
the  little  waif,  eagerly  welcome  him  as  their  missing  grand- 
child. 

The  boy,  with  much  of  the  warm  gipsy  blood  in  his  veins, 
turns  out  all  that  his  fond  grand-parents  could  desire.  The 
only  drawback  to  their  pride  in  him  is  the  fear  that  he  may 
betray  the  wild  tendencies  of  his  maternal  race ;  and  then 
there  is  the  shadow  of  a  cloud  hanging  over  his  origin.  Gossips 
will  talk  of  the  *  randy  beggar  wife '  who  brought  him  to  the 
doors  of  Rosscraig  and  then  vanished  on  the  night  of  the 
great  storm.  But  these  reports  about  the  handsome,  spirited 
youth  have  been  well-nigh  forgotten,  when  they  are  maliciously 
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revived  in  the  height  of  a  contested  election.  The  secret 
blow  has  been  dealt  by  the  father  of  Valentine's  lady-love  and 
distant  cousin — a  gentleman  who  is  heir  presumptive,  failing 
this  unlucky  foundling,  to  the  honours  and  estates  of  the 
Esksides.  Hence  much  trouble  and  excitement,  and  many 
openings  for  effective  and  suggestive  writing,  of  which  Mrs.- 
Oliphant  has  not  been  slow  to  avail  herself.  Distracted  between 
her  family  and  her  lover,  Violet  Pringle  has  bitter  times  of  it. 
As  for  Valentine  and  his  grand-parents,  they  experience  sur- 
prise on  surprise,  and  sustain  shock  on  shock,  although  these 
sensations  follow  naturally  enough  on  the  extravagantly 
romantic  origin  of  the  novel.  Valentine  had  stumbled  by 
accident  on  his  mother  and  missing  brother,  was  instinctively 
attracted  to  them,  and  had  patronised  them  magnificently  in 
unconsciousness  of  the  relationship.  It  is  much  of  a  mystery 
how  Myra  the  gipsy  woman  should  have  preserved,  through 
her  wandering  gipsy  life,  the  lady-like  refinement  of  manner 
and  feeling  that  had  captivated  the  Honourable  Richard  Boss. 
It  is  more  intelligible  that,  with  such  a  mother,  *  Dick  Brown,' 
who  is  really  Richard  Ross  the  younger,  should  have  been 

*  brought  up  so  respectable '  as  to  be  quite  ready  to  turn  into  a 
gentleman.  And  the  scenes  arising  out  of  discovery,  recog- 
nition, and  the  coming  together  of  the  strangely  assorted  family 
under  the  influences  of  common  interests  and  anxieties  are 
admirably  devised  and  depicted.  Violet  and  Valentine  are  of 
course  made  happy  in  the  end.  Dick  has  a  sublime  oppor- 
tunity of  e^^ncing  his  gratitude  to  his  brother  and  benefactor ; 
even  the  polished  secretary  of  legation,  after  being  woke  up 
from  his  long  lethargy  of  feeling,  is  sent  back  to  his  legation 
a  better  and  happier  man ;  and  there  is  a  promise  of  cheerful 
closing  days  for  the  old  Lord  Eskside  and  his  warm-hearted 
Lady.  But  *  Valentine :  and  his  Brother '  do  not  shake  us 
in  our  preference  for  our  old  acquaintance  *  The  Minister's 

*  Wife.'  The  conception  of  the  latter  is  more  simply  natural ; 
the  analysis  of  minds  and  feelings  more  searching  and  pro- 
found ;  the  work  is  more  perfect  in  its  finish  and  in  its  general 
harmony  of  idea.  *  Valentine :  and  his  Brother,'  on  the  other 
hand,  is  rather  a  tour  deforce ;  having  seized  on  a  striking  and 
sensational  plot,  its  author  succeeds  in  absorbing  us  afterwards 
80  as  to  make  us  forget  to  be  incredulous  and  critical.  It  shows 
great  literary  talent  on  every  page,  and  an  extraordinary  fer- 
tility of  resource  and  invention  ;  while  nothing  can  be  more  en- 
chanting than  the  description  of  that  woodland  scenery  on  the 
romantic  banks  of  Esk,  with  which  very  few  Scotchmen  are 
unfamiliar.    Mrs.  Oliphant  Avrites  indefatigably,  and,  as  it  seems 


336  Becent  Scotch  Novels.  April, 

to  us,  she  is  generally  in  the  habit  of  driving  at  least  a  couple 
of  works  abreast.  But  so  long  as  her  fancy  grows  with  what 
it  feeds  upon,  and  her  execution  improves  with  increased  ex- 
perience, we  at  least  shall  take  no  exception  to  her  prolificness. 

George  Mac  Donald's  works  have  much  in  common  with 
those  01  Mrs.  Oliphant.  The  subjects  are  very  similar,  al- 
though Mr.  Mac  Donald  takes  his  favourite  heroes  and  heroines 
from  a  somewhat  humbler  grade.  He  goes  to  the  cottage  and 
the  farmhouse,  rather  than  to  the  laird's  mansion  or  the  manse. 
In  both  the  religious  element  is  largely  predominant,  but  Mr. 
Mac  Donald  is  more  of  the  metaphysician  and  theologian,  and 
searches  into  the  inner  nature  of  his  creations  with  a  more 
discriminating  refinement  of  analysis.  Everyone  knows  that 
the  Scotch  are  an  eminently  religious  people ;  but  the  impres- 
sion is  that  theirs  is  too  often  the  selfish  and  narrow-minded 
sectarianism  that  shuts  its  eyes  to  the  sins  they  are  inclined  to, 
while  it  is  intolerantly  observant  of  Levitical  laws  and  cere- 
monies. Mr.  Mac  Donald  admits  there  is  some  truth  in  that 
view,  but  he  sets  himself  to  do  them  justice  while  he  does  not 
gloss  over  their  faults.  He  ridicules  hypocrisy  and  incon- 
sistency, and  the  complacent  self-conceit  that  catches  at  biblical 
forms  of  speech  while  it  can  give  little  reason  for  the  faith 
that  is  in  it.  But  he  shows  that  a  good  deal  of  hypocrisy  and 
bigotry  is  really  a  tribute  to  that  moral  and  religious  tone 
which  is  so  favourable  to  solemn  thought  and  genuine  piety. 
He  delights  in  depicting  the  working  man,  who  in  independent 
communing  with  his  Creator  and  himself,  has  shaped  out  for 
himself  a  more  catholic  creed  he  scarcely  dares  to  confess  to, 
and  has  brought  his  intelligent  benevolence  into  embarrassing 
conflict  with  his  orthodoxy.  He  may  be  apt  to  over-refine 
and  idealise  in  his  '  David  Elginbrod.'  But  it  is  impossible  to 
doubt  that,  even  in  his  *  David  Elginbrod,'  he  must  have  followed 
nature  very  closely ;  that  he  must  have  had  opportunities  of 
familiarising  himself  with  the  quaint  phraseology  which  is  made 
the  vehicle  for  most  original  forms  of  thought — phraseology 
that  often  borders  apparently  on  irreverence  in  its  familiar 
handling  of  sacred  subjects.  A  determined  enemy  to  Cal- 
vinistic  exclusiveness,  nothing  rouses  him  to  righteous  indig- 
nation like  the  suggestion  that  the  Supreme  Kuler  of  this 
beautiful  world  can  be  anything  else  than  tlie  fountain  of  love 
and  mercy.  jEsthetically  speaking,  it  is  fortunate  for  his 
readers  that  he  is  so  earnest  an  advocate  of  muscular  Christi- 
anity, that  he  believes  firmly  that  man  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  innocent  enjoyment.  For  discussions  and  dis- 
quisitions that  would  otherwise  seem  dull  are  enlivened  by 


1876.  Becent  Scotch  Navels.  337 

abundance  of  dry  drollery — the  gravest  of  mortals  show  fre- 
quent flashes  of  fun  in  the  grey  eyes  under  the  shaggy  eye- 
brows, and  give  utterance  to  excellent  things  they  are  more 
than  half  ashamed  of— and  then  he  has  the  hearty  sympathy 
of  a  man  who  has  been  young  himself,  with  the  overflowing 
spirits  and  even  the  practical  jokes  of  boyhood.     Mr.  Mac 
Donald,    indeed,  is  constantly    going    back  to    his    youth- 
ful days,  and  living  his  school  and  village  life  over  again 
in  the  persons  of  his  youthful  heroes.     So  that  his  works  are 
not  only   extremely  realistic,  but  have  a  certain  mannerism 
about  them,  with  a  slight  smack  of  the  schoolmaster.     He  is 
fond  of  taking  the  boy  young,  and  passing  over  no  detail  of 
his  development  and  education — the  education,  we  mean,  that 
comes  of  thought  and  self-examination  rather  than  from  parents 
and  teachers.     Throughout,  his  work  is  an  analysis  of  living 
humanity,  to  which  the  interest  of  the  plot  is  altogether  subor- 
dinated.    Mr.  Mac  Donald  is  a  poet,  and  a  good  poet.     His 
descriptions  of  Scotch  scenery  in  light  and  darkness,  snow- 
storm and  sunshine,  are  often  exquisite.     Sometimes  he  breaks 
away  from  a  strain  of  abstract  speculation  into  fanciful  eloquence 
as  farfetched  as  anything  in  his  ^  Phantastes,'  or  he  falls  into 
a  vein  of  sentimentalism  that  rather  tempts  one  to  smile  than 
to  weep.      Yet  he  is  even  too  honest  and  conscientious  in 
representing  Scotch  life  as  he  has  seen  and  known  it,  and  it 
says  much  for  his  peculiar  powers  that  he  makes  his  works 
80  attractive  as  they  are.     It  is  true  he  writes  for  thoughtful 
readers.     But  even  they  may  feel  that  he  is  sometimes  un- 
necessarily didactic — that  they  are  kept  dwelling  too  long  on 
matters  that  in  themselves  are  by  no  means  light  or  easy 
reading.     In  the  boyhood  and  youth  of  a  raw  Scotch  lad  there 
must  be  much  that  is  decidedly  dull  and  prosaic,  however 
striking  may  be  the  transformation  scene,  when  the  beauties 
of  his  moral  nature  are  bursting  out  in  full  brilliancy ;  and  a 
dreamy,  boyish  passion  is  but  an  mdiflferent  substitute  for  hope- 
ful and  heart-felt  love-making  in  the  ordinary  manner.     He 
sticks  closely  to  what  we  presume  is  his  native  country — north- 
eastern Scotland.     To  those  who  know  it  as  well  as  we  do, 
nothing  can  seem  more  minutely  truthful  than  his  descriptions, 
and  there  is  scarcely  a  page  that  does  not  recall  to  us  associations 
that  are  linked  with  pleasant  memories.     He  sets  off  to  the 
utmost  the  cold  charms  of  somewhat  forbidding  landscapes,  and 
does  ample  romantic  justice  to  the  homely  but  kindly  people. 
But  even  to  a  native  of  these  parts  the  dialect  of  the  people 
sounds  uncouth  and  almost  coarse,  and  instead  of  imitating  Scott 
in  departing  from  something  that  resembles  colloquial  English 


338  Recent  Scotch  Novels,  Aptfl, 

as  slighily  and  as  seldom  as  he  conscientiously  can,  he  has  a 
mania  for  making  everyone  go  out  of  their  way  to  discoorse 
in  the  rery  broadest  Scotch.  Robert  Falconer  and  Alec  Forbes 
have  both  mastered  English  early,  and  as  a  matter  of  art  thej 
should  be  encours^ed  to  speak  it,  by  way  of  contrast  with  ihe 
people  about  them,  who  all  express  ^emselves  in  the  primitiTe 
Doric.  But  they  seldom  miss  an  opportunity  of  going  bad^ 
to  the  old  vernacular.  Even  a  highborn  lady  in  *  Robert  Fal- 
*  Conor,'  who  has  long  been  resident  in  England,  catches  the 
infection,  and  does  not  content  herself  with  those  stray  Scotti- 
cisms which  used  to  give  a  pleasant  piquancy  to  the  talk  of 
contemporaries  of  her  birth  and  station.  But  when  all  has 
been  said  of  them  in  the  way  of  detracting  criticism,  Mr. 
Mac  Donald's  works  must  take  very  high  rank  for  the  most 
elevating  qualities  of  fiction.  They  paint  the  noblest  forms  of 
religious  and  intellectual  life  with  the  fidelity  of  deep  experience. 
They  set  up  an  exalted  standard  of  excellence,  and  brace  their 
readers  for  the  battles  of  life  by  dwellinc:  invariably  on  the 
heroic  virtues  of  resolution,  patience,  self-reliance,  and  self- 
sacrifice.  They  encourage  one  under  inevitable  failures  and 
disappointments,  by  showing  that  the  bitters  of  existence  may 
be  the  best  of  stimulants,  and  become  positively  pleasant  in  the 
after-taste. 

*  David  Elginbrod  '  is  unmistakably  the  work  of  a  remark- 
able man,  but  it  exaggerates  both  the  faults  and  the  beauties 
of  the  author.  The  fanciful  element  is  extremely  8trong>  even 
when  he  does  not  seek  the  excitement  of  his  plot  in  the  mysti- 
cal and  supernatural.  Hugh  Sutherland,  the  hero,  is  human 
enough;  David,  the  stalwart  old  peasant-patriarch,  with  his 
almost  celestial  tenderness  for  the  weaknesses  of  his  frail  fellow- 
creatures,  his  original  notions  of  the  great  mysteries  of  the 
religious  government  of  the  world,  and  his  shrewd  critical  in- 
sight into  the  hidden  meaning  of  such  mystic  poets  as  Coleridge, 
is  barely  conceivable ;  but  Margaret,  his  angel-daughter,  seems 
to  us  altogether  the  dream  of  a  Fra  Angelico's  half-inspired 
fancy.  Heaven,  as  it  made  her,  taught  her  her  first  lessons, 
and  under  the  hands  of  her  fond  father  she  grows  in  grace  and 
moral  beauty.  With  all  her  natural  gifts,  it  strikes  us  as  extra- 
vagant that  a  Scotch  peasant  girl,  who  has  just  quitted  the 
{)atemal  cottage,  should  develop  so  suddenly  into  the  refined 
ady  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  The  young  Scotch  maid  not 
only  wins  Hugh  Sutherland's  heart  and  reverence,  which 
perhaps  was  natural  enough,  but  she  establishes  a  spiritual 
ascendancy  over  the  various  inmates  of  the  English  household 
she  has  been  received  into.     She  not  only  clothes  beanttfiil 


1676.  Becejii  Scotch  Novels.  339 

tbonghts  in  a  rare  di^iity  of  language,  but,  in  characteristio 
contrast  to  Mr.  Mac  Donald's  usual  practice,  she  forgets  her 
Aberdeenshire  patois  for  the  purest  English.  We  admire  her, 
in  short,  as  we  admire  the  sweet  creation  of  some  fairy  tale, 
rather  t^an  as  a  being  of  like  passions  with  ourselves,  although 
she  is  made  archly  womanly  in  the  bit  of  wooing  that  winds 
up  the  volumes  and  settles  her  for  life : — 

* "  What  is  the  matter,  dear— Hugh  ?  "  she  said,  rising  and  laying 
her  hand  on  his  shoulder. 

' "  Hoot,  lassie,*'  broke  in  her  mother ;  "  are  ye  makin*  love  till  a 
man,  a  gentlemany  before  my  very  een  ?  " 

' "  He  did  it  first,  mother,"  answered  Margaret  with  a  smile/ 

As  for  the  supernatural  machinery — ^ghosts'  walks,  haunted 
chambers,  mesmeric  and  spiritual  influences,  the  quack  Funkel- 
stein,  &c. — Mr.  Mac  Donald  has  discarded  everything  of  the 
kind  in  his  later  books,  and  very  wisely.  It  is  indifferent  art, 
as  Scott  proved  in  his  *  Monastery,'  unless  you  plunge  at  once 
over  head  and  ears  into  allegory  like  La  Motte  Fouque,  to 
bring  supernatural  sensationalism  to  bear  on  the  doings  of  the 
evcry-day  world ;  and  his  shadowy  revelations  and  visitations 
from  the  spirit-world  seem  strangely  out  of  keeping  with  the 
conscientious  realism  of  Mr.  Mac  Donald's  reproductions  of 
cveiy-day  life. 

'  David  Elginbrod '  is  evidently  the  work  of  an  original  mind, 
we  may  say  of  an  original  genius.  But  ^  Alec  Forbes  of 
*  Howglen,'  while  avoiding  most  of  its  blemishes,  is  a  far  more 
finished  story.  The  harmonies  of  conception  are  preserved 
throughout ;  the  drawing  of  character  is  never  exaggerated. 
After  reading  the  book,  an  intelligent  foreigner,  who  knew 
nothing  whatever  of  Scotland,  might  carry  away  as  clear  an 
idea  of  the  country  and  the  people  as  he  could  have  gathered 
from  a  short  sojourn  among  the  middle  classes  in  a  rural  parish 
and  a  provincial  tour.  Alec  himself  goes  through  much  the 
same  course  of  training  as  Hugh  Sutherland  or  Robert  Fal- 
coner. Though  somewhat  better  bom  and  bred  than  his  school- 
fellows, he  is  sent  with  them  to  the  parish  school,  there  to  pre- 
pare for  the  neighbouring  university,  where  he  hopes  to  pay 
his  way  by  gaining  a  bursary  (scholarship).  Mutatis  mutandis^ 
his  is  the  story  of  many  a  Scotch  lad ;  although  Alec  not  being 
made  prematurely  thoughtful  by  seeing  his  family  stinting 
itself  to  forward  him  in  the  world,  is  as  careless  as  an  ordinary 
schoolboy  ought  to  be,  and  vents  his  spirits  in  frolic  and  mis- 
chief. Thanks,  less  to  his  better  position  than  to  those  nascent 
qualities  that  stamp  the  leaders  of  men,  he  is  acknowledged  as 
diief  among    his  rough  and  rugged  companions, — a  trying 
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position,  and  prettj  sure  to  spoil  any  but  a  boy  of  generous 
nature.  Nor  is  the  parish  schoolmaster  the  man  to  keep  him 
straight.  Mr.  Malison  is  one  of  the  best  studies  in  the  book. 
He  is  one  of  a  class  that  is  less  common  now  than  formeriy. 
Like  many  another  parochial  teacher,  after  studying  diyimtf 
and  taking  orders,  he  falls  back  in  the  meantime  on  the  sduK)!- 
master's  desk,  looking  forward  later  to  presentation  to  s 
parish.  By  the  way,  the  story  of  how  he  became  a  *  stickit 
*  minister ' — that  is,  how  he  broke  down  ignominiously  in  the 
pulpit,  while  trying  to  dispense  with  the  use  of  manuscript— is 
told  with  admirable  drollery.  Meantime  Malison  is  the  petty 
tyrant  of  the  schoolhouse,  and  his  unlucky  ^holars  lead 
miserable  lives  within  doors,  though  the  habit  of  being  mal- 
treated has  become  second  nature  with  them,  and  they  forget 
their  sorrows  when  they  break  loose  for  the  day.  It  is  cha- 
racteristic of  the  stern  notions  of  discipline  of  their  really 
affectionate  parents,  that  the  fathers  do  not  interfere,  though 
the  mothers  may  be  resentful.  An  old  man  briilgs  his  grand- 
children to  place  them  under  Mr.  Malison's  charge : — 

'  There  had  come  to  the  school  about  a  fortnight  before  two  unbappy- 
looking  twin  orphans,  with  white  thin  faces  and  bones  in  their  clothes  in- 
stead of  legs  and  arms,  committed  to  the  mercies  of  Mr.  Malison  by  their 
grandfather.  Bent  into  all  the  angles  of  a  grasshopper,  and  lean  with 
ancient  poverty,  the  old  man  tottered  away  with  his  stick  in  one  hand, 
stretched  far  out  to  support  bis  stooping  frame,  and  carried  in  the  other 
the  caps  of  the  two  forsaken  urchins,  saying  as  he  went  in  a  quarering, 
croaking  voice,  "  Fll  just  tak'  them  wi'  me,  or  they'll  no  be  fit  for 
Sawbath  within  a  fortnicht.  They^re  terrible  laddies  to  blaud  (spoil) 
their  claes."  Turning  with  difficulty  when  he  had  reached  the  door, 
he  added,  "  Noo,  ye  just  give  them  their  whaps  weel,  Maister  Mailison, 
for  ye  ken  that  he  that  spareth  the  rod  blaud eth  the  bairn.'* 

*Thus  authorised.  Malison  certainly  did  "gie  them  their  whaps 
weel." ' 

Brutal  severity  of  this  kind  would  have  gone  far  towards 
spoiling  Alec  Forbes,  by  exciting  angry  passions  and  a  sense 
of  injustice,  had  not  his  spirit  been  too  high  to  be  easily  broken. 
As  it  is,  it  develops  his  manly  qualities  by  making  him  the  gene- 
rous protector  of  the  feeble,  especially  of  a  certain  charming 
little  Annie  Anderson,  who  ends  by  marrying  the  champion 
who  was  the  object  of  her  childish  adoration.  What  helps 
to  save  Alec  also,  besides  the  influence  of  his  excellent  mother, 
is  familiar  intercourse  with  some  of  the  godly  working  men. 
Their  excellent  hearts  and  their  narrow  opinions  are  always 
dragging  them  in  opposite  directions.  There  is  one  Thomas 
Crann,  a  stonemason,  and  a  pillar  of  the  local  dissentiog  chapeL 
He  cannot  deny  that  Alec  Forbes  is  a  vessel  of  vrrath  st 
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present^  but  he  sees  promise  and  almost  assurance  of  a  blessed 
Aiture  for  him.  Thomas  never  neglects  the  opportunity  of 
speaking  a  word  in  season  to  any  of  his  neighbours,  and  even 
the  more  thoughtless  of  them  bein^  unconsciously  inoculated 
with  the  serious  atmosphere  they  nave  been  brought  up  in, 
have  no  disrelish  for  abstract  speculation  in  solemn  subjects^ 
They  reply  to  Thomas's  warnings  with  mingled  seriousness  and 
badlLge,  leing  always  pleased  to  make  him  trip  in  an  ar^ment 
or  to  catch  him  out  in  a  contradiction.  We  quote  the  foUowine 
conversation  at  some  length  as  a  good  specimen  of  the  talk 
with  which  they  lighten  their  labours.  It  came  off  in  the 
churchyard  after  a  funeral,  between  Crann  the  mason  and 
Macwha  the  wright  (carpenter) : — 

' "  Hech  I  it's  a  weary  warl,"  said  George. 

*  "  Ye  hae  no  richt  to  say  sae,  George,"  answered  Thomas ;  "  for  ye 
faae  never  met  it  an'  fougbten  wi'  it.  Ye  hae  never  draan  the  soord  o' 
the  Lord  and  o'  Gideon.  Ye  hae  never  broken  the  pitcher  to  let  the 
light  shine  owt,  an'  I  doubt  ye  hae  smo'red  it  by  this  time.  And  sae 
when  the  bridegroom  comes  ye'll  be  ill  aff  for  a  Ucht." 

'  **  Hoot,  man  !  dinna  spes^  sic  awfu'  things  in  the  verra  kirkyard." 

*  "  Better  hear  them  in  the  kirkjard  than  at  the  closed  door,  George." 
* "  Weel,  but,"  rejoined  Macwha,  anxious  to  turn  the  current  of  the 

conversation,  which  he  found  unpleasantly  personal;  "jist  tell  me 
honestly,  Thamas  Crann,  do  ye  believe  wi'  a'  your  heart  an'  sowl  that 
the  deid  man — Gude  be  wi'  him  I  " 

*  "  No  prayin'  for  the  deid  i'  my  hearing,  George  !  as  the  tree  falleth, 
so  it  shall  lie." 

' "  Weel,  weel,  I  didna  mean  anything." 
* "  That  I  verily  believe.     Ye  seldom  do." 

•  •••••  . 

< «  Wad  it  be  a  glorified  timmer  leg  he  rase  wi*,  gin  he  had  been 
buried  wi'  a  timmer  leg  ?  "  asked  he. 

' "  His  ain  leg  wad  be  buried  same  gate." 

'  ^'  Ow,  ah,  nae  doubt.  An'  it  wad  come  happin'  ower  the  Paceefic 
or  the  Atlantic  to  fine  its  oreeginal  stump — wad  it  no  ?  But  supposin' 
the  man  had  been  wanting  a  leg — eh  Thamas  ?  " 

* "  George,  George,"  said  Thomas,  with  great  solemnity,  "  luik  ye 
ef ter  your  sowl,  an'  the  Lord  '11  juik  efter  your  body,  legs  an'  a'.  Man, 
ye're  no  convertit,  an'  how  can  ye  unnerstan'  the  things  o'  the  speerit  ? 
Aye  jeerin'  an'  jeerin'. " 

"  Wee],  weel,  Thamas,  ...  I  was  only  takin'  the  leeberty  o* 
thinkin'  that  when  he  was  about  it,  the  Almighty  might  as  weel  mak'  a 
new  body  a'thegither  as  patch  up  the  auld  ane.     Sae  I'se  awa  hame." 

* "  Mind  ye  your  immortal  pairt,  Geoi^."     .     .     . 

* "  Gin  the  Lord  tak's  sic  guid  care  o'  the  body,  Thamas,"  retorted 
Macwha,  with  less  of  irreverence  than  appeared  in  his  words,  '^  maybe 
he  winna  objoc*  to  gie  a  look  to  my  puir  sowl  as  weel,  for  they  say  it's 
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worth  a  ban  tie  mair.     I  wish  he  wad,  for  he  kens  better  nor  me  bow 
to  set  about  the  job." ' 

Removed  from  such  unsophisticated  companiouship  to  the 
university,  Alec  casts  his  village  slough,  though  slowly.  Mr. 
Mac  Donald  goes  back  heart  and  soul  to  his  college  days  wiA 
their  delightful  memories  for  the  hopeful  and  studious.  His 
description  of  the  primitive  life  in  a  Scotch  university,  with 
all  its  drawbacks  and  advantages,  is  given  with  equal  truth  and 
spirit.  But  the  newly-arrived  student  has  a  fit  of  romantic 
musing  on  the  threshold  of  the  world  which  is  just  opening 
before  him : — 

*  Alec  stood  at  the  window  and  peered  down  into  the  narrow  street, 
through  which,  as  in  a  channel  between  rocks  burrowed  into  dwelllngf, 
ran  the  ceaseless  torrent  of  traffic.  He  felt  at  first  as  if  life  had  reallj 
opened  its  gates,  and  he  bad  been  transported  into  the  midst  of  its 
drama.  But  in  a  moment  the  show  changed,  turning  first  into  a  mean- 
ingless procession ;  then  into  a  chaos  of  confiicting  atoms ;  reformii^ 
itself  at  last  into  an  endlessly  unfolding  coil,  no  break  in  the  continuity 
of  which  would  ever  reveal  its  hidden  mechanism.  For  to  no  mere 
onlooker  will  Life  any  more  than  Fairyland  open  its  secret.  A  man 
must  become  an  actor  before  he  becomes  a  true  spectator.* 

Mr.  Mac  Donald  conjures  up  before  us  the  old  university- 
town — Old  Aberdeen  evidently — ^\vith  the  picturesque  features 
brought  out  in  strange  contrast  by  the  s^enerally  bleak  scenery 
and  baldly  uninteresting  buildings.  There  is  the  grey  old 
college  with  its  granite  crown,  its  buttressed  quadrangle,  its 
colonnades,  and  its  chapel,  owing  its  foundation  to  the  muni- 
ficence of  times  when  episcopal  dignitaries  were  the  liberal 
patrons  of  art.  There  is  the  venerable  *  Brig  of  Balgounie,' 
spanning,  as  Byron  says,  its  deep  black  salmon  pool,  below  a 
reach  of  the  river  whose  precipitous  banks  are  densely  tim- 
bered down  to  the  water's  edge.  Above  all,  there  is  the 
dreary  stretch  of  *  bents  '  and  links  lying  along  the  shore  of  the 
melancholy  Northern  Ocean,  and  yet  with  a  wild  beauty  of 
their  own.  There  Alec,  although  no  dreamer  constitutionally, 
naturally  delights  to  wander  when  he  has  fallen  in  love,  which 
he  does  quickly  enough,  with  a  cousin  of  his  own.  But,  as  we 
have  remarked  already,  the  tender  passion  in  Mr.  Mac  Don- 
ald's Scotch  works  is  generally  etherealised  beyond  reasonable 
prospect  of  fruition.  We  knew  beforehand  tfiat  nothing  can 
come  of  this  impulsive  boyish  attachment,  and  therefore,  though 
the  pangs  in  the  boy's  heart  may  be  terrible,  our  own  does  not 
throb  sympathetically;  and  we  feel  that  the  practical  considera- 
tions, which  Mr.  Mac  Donald's  lovers  ignore,  must  be  paramount 
after  all.     For  his  lovers  either  set  their  affections  on  women 
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hopelessly  above  them,  while  they  are  themselves  penniless  and 
without  prospects,  or  they  begin  sighing  after  maidens  who 
are  relatively  women,  before  they  have  even  got  out  of  their 
jackets.  Here  is  Alec  hanging  on  the  lips  and  waiting  on  the 
looks  of  his  cousin  Kate,  while  he  is  beginning  his  course  of 
college  studies,  and  leading  from  necessity  a  life  of  privation, 
that  reminds  one  of  the  Breton  Cloarcks  of  St.  Pol  de  L^on. 
Clearly  the  pair  can't  marry,  and  they  don't,  Kate,  for  all 
the  exaltation  of  her  fanciful  and  sentimental  character,  is^  too 
womanly  to  plight  herself  to  him,  even  had  she  no  other  at- 
tachment. At  the  same  time,  when  we  see  how  gracefully  Mr. 
Mac  Donald  makes  the  girl  half  ardently  breathe  out  her  unde- 
fined yearnings,  while  honest  Alec  makes  creditable  efforts  to 
understand  her  and  answers  prosaically  wide  of  the  mark,  we 
feel  a  regret  that  we  are  not  indulged  with  love  scenes  that 
might  possibly  end  in  happy  marriages.     So  in  *  Robert  Fal- 

*  coner,'  Robert,  when  a  mere  village  boy,  plunges  ecstatically 
into  a  hopeless  adoration  of  a  beautiful  and  accomplished  Miss 
St.  John,  a  mature  woman  brought  up  in  the  ways  of  English 
refinement.  Of  course  she  only  likes  him ;  her  unsuspicious 
praises  and  caresses  draw  him  on ;  and  what  we  must  call  his 

*  calf-love  '  becomes  the  absorbing  sorrow  of  his  life.  It 
makes  him  consecrate  himself  to  benevolent  works  and  become 
the  Providence  of  the  helpless. 

Fortunately  for  himself.  Alec  Forbes  forms  friendships  as 
well  as  attachments.  He  finds  a  sage  mentor  in  Mr.  Cosmo 
Cupples,  perhaps  the  very  best  character  of  the  novel,  who  first 
makes  Forbes'  acquaintance  by  running  up  against  him  in  the 
darkness : — 

* "  Whustlin*  ?  "  said  the  man  interrogatively. 
* "  Ay,  what  for  no  ?  "  answered  Alec  cheerily. 
* "  Haud  yer  een  afE  o'  rainbows,  or  ye'U  brak  yer  shins  upo'  grave- 
stanes,"  replied  the  man.' 

Poor  Cupples  himself  had  broken  his  shins  on  a  gravestone, 
whilst  fixing  his  rapt  gaze  on  a  rainbow.  A  lady  of  noble 
family  had  stirred  all  the  depths  in  a  tender  and  emotional 
nature,  and  then  turned  her  back  on  the  poor  tutor  when  he 
was  hopelessly  bewitched.  With  a  fine  fancy  and  versatile 
intellect,  he  lives  the  life  of  a  recluse  with  some  chosen  books 
magnificently  bound,  a  pipe,  and  a  jai*  of  spirits  for  the  com- 
panions of  his  solitude.  He  seems  settled  into  a  confirmed 
drunkard,  although  his  dismal  little  den  is  illuminated  with 
fitful  flashes  of  genius.  The  disreputable,  brilliant  little  man 
is  his  own  worst  enemy.  He  indulges  his  pet  vice  without  re- 
straint, but  takes  special  care  that  his  protege  Alec  Forbes 
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shall  not  fall  Into  it ;  and  when  at  last  his  example  has  more 
power  than  his  precepts,  he  braces  himself  up  for  a  sublime 
effort,  and  as  the  reward  of  his  virtue,  he  saves  himself  in 
saving  Alec.  Mr.  Cupples'  literary  criticisms  are  pointed  and 
original.    On  Sterne : — 

'  The  clever  deevil  had  bis  entrails  in  his  breest  an*  bis  hert  in  bis 
belly,  an*  r^airdet  neither  God  nor  his  ain  mither.  His  laucbter's  no 
like  the  cracklin*  o'  thorns  under  a  pot,  but  like  the  nicberin*  o*  a 
deil  ahint  the  wainscot.' 

Of  Shelley  he  says : — 

'  A  bonny  cratur'  wi'  mair  thoibts  than  there  was  room  for  i'  the 
bit  held  o*  him.  Consequently  he  gaed  staggerin*  aboot  as  gin  be  bad 
been  tied  to  the  tail  o'  an  invisible  balloon.  Unco'  licbt  heidet,  but 
no  muckle  hairm  in  bim  by  natur'.' 

When  in  uncontrollable  anxiety  he  makes  his  way  on  foot 
to  Alec's  house  in  the  country,  and  there  helps  to  nurse  the 
love-stricken  prodigal  through  a  critical  illness,  Cupples  is  gra- 
dually drawn  into  free  interchange  of  thought  with  Thomas 
Crann  and  Annie  Anderson,  although  the  austere  elder  and 
the  innocent  girl  at  first  regard  the  elderly  scapegrace  with 
some  natural  repugnance : — 

'  '^  I  was  glad  to  see  you  at  oor  kirk,  sir/'  said  Thomas. 

* "  What  for  that  ?  "  returned  the  librarian.      .     .     . 

* "  A  stranger  wad  aje  be  welcomed  to  anybody's  boose." 

*  "  I  didna  ken  it  was  your  hooae." 

*•  '^  Ow  na.  It*s  no  my  boose ;  it's  the  Lord's  boose.  But  a  smile 
frae  the  servin'-lass  that  opens  the  door's  something  till  a  man  that 
gangs  to  ony  boose  the  first  time,"  replied  Thomas,  who,  like  manj 
men  of  rough  address,  was  instantly  put  upon  his  good  behaviour  bj 
the  exhibition  of  like  roughness  in  another.  This  answer  disarmea 
Cupples.' 

The  whole  book  is  full  of  quaint  dialogues  of  the  kind, 
constantly  breaking  out  in  sparkles  of  rustic  humour,  which 
must  inevitably  be  spoiled  to  English  people  by  the  language 
in  which  they  are  wrapped  up.  Everybody  must  be  impressed, 
however,  by  Mr.  Mac  Donald's  own  descriptions  of  Bcenery,  and 
\)j  the  passages  often  pregnant  with  precious  moral  lessons,  in 
which  he  moralises  on  the  character  and  sources  of  action  of 
his  own  creations.  And  these  general  criticisms  on  *  Alec  Forbes ' 
adapt  themselves  almost  equally  to  ^  Robert  Falconer,'  for  the 
worKS  resemble  each  other  very  closely,  in  purpose  as  well  as  in 
plot.  It  is  true  that  Falconer  is  represented  as  a  being  of  much 
rarer  mould  than  Alec  Forbes,  who  merely  shows  noble  traits 
in  a  far  more  ordinary  nature.  Falconer's  history  is  carried 
farther  and  higher.     He  is  chastened  prematurely  by  that  die* 
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appointment  of  the  affections  we  alluded  to ;  he  gradually  with- 
draws himself  from  what  is  called  the  world,  while  living  and 
toiling  unceasingly  among  the  needy  and  miserable.  His  own 
various  and  sad  experiences  have  taught  him  sympathy  with 
the  sins  and  sorrows  of  others.  And  as  his  nature  is  finer  and 
more  reflective,  so  his  religious  opinions  are  broader  and 
more  decidedly  his  own  than  those  of  his  prototypes  in  former 
works.  Goodwill  to  all  men  is  the  doctrine  he  indefatigably 
labours  to  expound  and  illustrate  by  his  actions.  But  so  far 
his  path  lies  parallel  to  that  of  Alec  Forbes.  He  has  been 
taught  in  the  same  way  and  sent  to  the  same  college.  He  is 
quite  as  full  of  boisterous  fun  in  his  juvenile  days,  though  the 
boy's  unusual  honesty  and  independence  is  well  brought  out  in 
his  respectful  opposition  to  what  he  feels  to  be  the  puritanical 
tyranny  of  his  old  Calvinistic  grandmother.  The  fight  he  makes 
for  bis  beloved  fiddle — a  Cry  moany,  or  a  Straddle  Vawrious 
at  least — Cremona  or  Straduarius,  as  an  enthusiastic  cobbler 
amateur  describes  it — the  fiddle  whose  strains  awaken  the  latent 
music  in  his  soul,  is  admirably  told.  But  the  man  in  Falconer 
matures  much  more  quickly  than  in  Forbes,  although,  while  he 
is  putting  off*  youthful  things,  and  sobering  down  his  buoyant 
spirits,  his  feelings  lose  little  of  their  freshness.  His  Christ- 
ianity is  muscular  as  well  as  charitable,  and  the  fact  that  he 
is  of  stalwart  build  and  notoriously  clever  with  his  fists,  goes 
far  to  facilitate  his  missionary  labours  in  the  rougher  districts 
of  poverty-stricken  London. 

The  formation  of  his  character,  and  the  shaping  of  his 
career,  are  worked  out  with  a  good  deal  of  quiet  sensation. 
The  quick  and  earnest  boy  grows  up  in  a  gloomy  atmosphere. 
He  cannot  help  thinking.  His  father  has  been  a  scapegrace, 
who  fills  the  whole  thought  of  his  grim  old  grandmother.  Her 
dominating  idea  is,  that  should  her  prodigal  son  be  still  in  the 
flesh,  he  may  yet  be  snatched  like  a  brand  from  the  burning; 
and  it  becomes  the  fixed  intention  of  young  Robert  to  seek 
out  this  lost  parent  and  reclaim  him.  Then  comes  Miss  St. 
John  to  inspire  him  with  a  love  which  soon  begins  to  play  its 
part  in  his  painful  education.  His  high  character,  too,  involves 
him  in  heavy  responsibilities,  which,  however,  he  accepts  with 
submission,  as  they  extend  his  opportunities  of  doing  good. 
He  is  left  a  large  fortune  that  he  may  administer  it  as  trustee 
for  benevolent  purposes ;  he  leads  something  of  the  life  of 
a  pious  Monte  Christo,  or  of  Rudolph  in  the  *  Mysteries  of 
*  Paris,'  acting  the  Providence  to  other  people,  held  in  consider- 
ation by  roughs  and  criminals,  and  in  the  most  confidential 
relations  with  the  Metropolitan  Police.     Robert  Falcontr,  in 
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-short,  is  a  really  sublime  character,  and  yet  he  is  thoroughly 
lifelike  throughout,  though  somewhat  fanciful  iu  his  speech 
and  most  decidedly  original  in  his  opinions. 

As  yet  we  have  not  quoted  any  of  George  Mac  Donald's 
pictures  of  scenery,  as  they  are  shown  to  us  through  the 
transparent  medium  of  his  peculiar  mysticism,  and  yet  deeply 
steeped  in  local  colour.  Falconer  and  a  school-fellow  have 
started  on  a  walk  to  a  farm,  near  the  little  town  where  thej 
live: — 

'  They  crossed  a  small  river  and  entered  on  a  region  of  little  bilk, 
some  covered  to  the  top  with  trees  chiefly  larch,  others  uncoltivited, 
and  some  bearing  only  heather,  now  nursing  in  secret  its  purple  flame 
for  the  outburst  of  the  autumn.  The  road  wound  between,  nov 
swampy  and  worn  into  deep  ruts,  tiow  sandy  and  broken  with  laige 
stones.  Down  to  its  edge  would  come  the  dwarfed  oak,  or  the  moontui 
ash,  or  the  silver  birch,  single  and  small,  but  lovely  and  fresh ;  and 
now  green  fields,  fenced  with  walls  of  earth  as  green  as  themselves,  or 
of  atones  overgrown  with  moss,  would  stretch  away  on  both  sides, 
sprinkled  with  busily- feeding  cattle.  Now  they  would  pass  through  a 
^m -steading  perfumed  with  the  breath  of  cows,  and  the  odour  of 
burning  peat — so  fragrant!  though  not  yet  so  grateful  to  the  inner 
sense  as  it  would  be  when  encountered  in  after  years  and  in  fbreiga 
lands.  For  the  smell  of  burning  and  the  smell  of  earth  are  the  deepest 
underlying  sensuous  bonds  of  the  earth's  unity,  and  the  common 
brotherhood  of  them  that  dwell  therein.  Now  the  scent  of  the  larchei 
would  steel  from  the  hill,  or  the  wind  would  wafl  the  odour  of  the 
white  clover.  .  •  .  Then  they  clomb  a  high  ridge,  on  the  top  of 
which  spread  a  moorland,  dreary  and  desolate,  brightened  by  nothing 
save  the  "  canna's  hoary  beard  **  waving  in  the  wind,  and  making  it 
look  even  more  desolate  from  the  sympathy  they  felt  with  the  forsaken 
-grass.  This  crossed,  they  descended  between  young  plantations  of  firs 
and  rowan  trees  and  bh'cbes,  till  they  reached  a  farm-house  on  the 
side  of  the  slope.* 

Then,  by  way  of  comparison,  we  may  sketch  a  city  scene 
— in  Seven  Dials,  in  place  of  Aberdeenshire : — 

'  Here  and  there  stood  two  or  three  brutal-looking  men,  and  nov 
and  then  a  squalid  woman  with  a  starveling  baby  in  her  arms,  in  the 
light  of  the  gin-shops.  The  babies  were  the  saddest  to  see — nur- 
sery plants  already  in  training  for  the  places  these  men  and  women 
now  held,  then  to  fill  a  pauper's  grave,  or  perhaps  a  perpetual  cell — say 
rather  for  the  awful  spaces  of  silence,  where  the  railway  director  can  no 
longer  be  guilty  of  a  worse  sin  than  housebreaking,  and  his  miserable 
brother  will  have  no  need  of  the  shelter  of  which  he  deprived  him. 
Now  and  then  a  flaunting  woman  wavered  past — a  mght-shade  as  an 
old  dramatist  would  have  called  her.  I  could  hardly  keep  down  an 
evil  disfjuat  that  would  have  conquered  pity,  when  a  scanty  white  dre» 
V  ould  stop  beneath  a  lamp,  and  the  gay,  dirty  bonnet  turning  round 
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tereal  a  painted  &ce,  from  which  shone  little  more  than  an  animal  in<* 

telligence,  not  heightened  hj  the  gin  she  had  been  drinking 

The  noisome  vapours  seemed  fit  for  any  of  Swedenborg*s  hells.  There 
were  few  sounds,  but  the  very  quiet  seemed  infernal.  A  skinned  cat, 
possibly  still  alive,  fell  on  the  street  before  me.  Under  one  of  the  gas* 
lamps  lay  something  long ;  it  was  a  tress  of  dark  hair  torn  perhaps 
from  some  woman's  head — she  had  beautiful  hair  at  least.  Once  I 
beard  the  cry  of  murder.' 

The  one  description  is  as  true  and  pleasing  as  the  other  is 
true  and  painful.  It  is  the  merit  of  Mr.  Mac  Donald  that  he  can 
throw  himself  with  a  perfect  self-abandonment  into  all  that  he 
has  seen  or  thought :  tiiat  he  has  assimilated  his  own  observa* 
tions  and  experiences  till  he  has  them  instinctively  at  command 
for  the  purposes  of  his  art.  Imagination  comes  to  the  help 
of  memory,  although  occasionally  it  will  break  away  out  of 
guiding  strings  to  run  riot  in  the  shadowy  regions  of  dream-- 
land. 

In  '  Malcolm '  imagination  is  in  the  ascendant,  although  in 
the  way  in  which  actual  localities  are  introduced  there  is  a 
realism  that  reminds  a  Scotchman  of  De  Foe.  The  names  of 
towns  are  so  transparently  transposed  as  to  be  unmistakable 
to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  north-eastern  counties. 
Some  of  the  noblemen's  and  gentlemen's  seats — Huntley 
Lodge,  Frendraught,  &c. — are  introduced  with  no  disguise. 
Even  where  the  titles  of  the  noblemen  are  fictitious,  those  who 
are  familiar  with  the  local  recollections  of  the  last  generation 
or  two  can  have  no  difficulty  in  identifying  such  individuals  as 
the  Marquis  of  Lossie.  But  Malcolm  himself  is  neither  an 
Alec  Forbes  nor  a  *  Robert  Falconer — nor  a  George   Mac 

*  Donald — except  in  certain  of  the  stronger  touches  that  go  to 
'  a  very  noble  and  manly  nature.     His  upbringing  has  been 

•  different  from  theirs ;'  there  is  much  in  his  mysterious  story  that 
is  romantic  in  the  extreme.  Natural  he  may  be,  and  we  trust 
for  the  credit  of  human  aspirations  that  he  is  decidedly  pos- 
sible ;  but  although  he  is  leading  the  life  of  a  rough  fisher-lad 
when  we  make  his  acquaintance,  he  is  made  of  no  ordinary 
clay,  and  has  been  cast  in  the  most  muscular  yet  delicate 
moulds.  It  is  little  to  say  of  him  in  the  common  phrase,  that 
he  is  one  of  Nature's  gentlemen.  For  involved  in  a  complica- 
tion of  most  embarrassing  situations ;  kept  stedfastly  by  cir- 
cumstances in  what  seems  a  false  position ;  constantly  brought 
fece  to  face  with  ingeniously  devised  emergencies,  the  prompt- 
ings of  his  head  and  heart  come  to  him  like  infallible  inspira- 
tions. His  is  one  of  those  hero-natures  that  neither  know 
fear,  irresolution,  nor  selfishness.     He  is  animated  by  the  very 
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spirit  of  self-sacrifice  ;  the  simple  dignity  of  his  thought  and 
bearing  dwarfs  men  and  women  of  the  world  of  the  highest 
station  and  no  ordinary  capacity.  In  his  consciousness  of 
strength  he  can  control  himself  under  the  undeserved  insults> 
which  his  first  fiery  impulse  is  indignantly  to  resent 

Decidedly  more  natural  than  Malcolm  is  the  Lady  Florimel, 
who  in  the  advances  she  makes  in  her  inborn  caprice  and 
coquet tishness,  has  so  much  to  do  with  forming  and  refining 
him.  Mr.  Mac  Donald  need  hardly  take  such  pains  to  remind 
us  that  her  nature  is  an  inferior  one  to  his,  for  his,  as  we  have 
said,  is  altogether  exceptional.  Lady  Florimel,  moreover,  has 
been  a  spoiled  and  petted  child,  and  her  father's  somewhat 
turbulent  blood  flows  in  her  veins ;  in  all  innocence,  and  the 
consciousness  of  belon^infr  to  a  different  order  of  beino:s,  she 
makes  a  plaything  of  the  handsome  and  intelligent  young 
fisherman.  She  is  so  irresistibly  bewitching  with  it  all,  that 
from  the  first  his  strong  sense  makes  him  distrust  her  intoxi- 
cating influence.  Gradually,  however,  he  yields  more  and 
more  to  the  spells  and  beauty  of  the  syren.  Gleams  of 
fantastical  hope  will  occasionally  flash  across  his  mind;  and 
she  on  her  side  acknowledging  her  master  in  the  man  who  is  so 
entirely  her  social  inferior,  seems  sometimes  to  be  bridging  the 
gulf  that  divides  them,  and  giving  him  reasonable  pretext  for 
his  foolish  dav-dream?.     How  it  all  ended  we  leave  our  readers 

0 

to  find  out ;  for  the  novel  being  comparatively  a  recent  one, 
many  of  them  may  be  in  ignorance  of  a  denouement  we  should 
be  sorry  to  spoil.  If  Lady  Florimel  was  half-tempted  to  stoop 
from  her  high  estate,  there  was  the  better  reason  for  it,  that 
this  incomparable  Malcolm  had  established  an  almost  equal 
ascendency  over  her  father.  The  Marquis  of  Lossie  was  a 
veteran  courtier  and  a  wary  man  of  the  world,  yet  his  respect 
for  Malcolm  was  only  increased  when  he  had  persuaded  the 
fisherman  to  enter  his  service;  and  though  he  had  the  high 
courage  of  his  long-descended  race,  he  admired  and  esteemed 
the  young  man  the  more,  when  he  hsid  borne  with  spirited 
meekness  the  blow  he  dealt  him  on  one  occasion. 

Best  of  the  inferior  characters  is  the  venerable  piper,  who, 
as  it  comes  out  in  the  end,  is  only  the  father  of  Malcolm  by 
adoption.  With  the  fiery  soul  of  an  ancient  senachie,  his  is 
a  pride  in  no  way  inferior  to  that  of  the  noble  Marquis ;  and 
in  spite  of  the  fierce  animosities  of  race  that  have  grown  into  a 
monomania  with  time,  he  is  as  full  of  tenderness  as  of  lofty 
chivalry.  The  Gaelic  element  in  his  poetically  broken  English 
is  brought  out  in  wonderful  contrast  with  the  Scottish  dialect 
that  is  spoken  by  his  neighbours.    *  JIalcolm,'  indeed,  is  a  rare 
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masterpiece  of  popular  philological  discrimination — if  we  may 
indulge  in  long  words  in  defining  what  reads  so  simply  natural ; 
and  the  story  is  so  excellent  in  its  execution  as  far  as  it  has 
gone,  that  we  are  glad  its  author  has  imitated  for  once  the 
objectionable  practice  of  the  fashionable  French  novelists  of 
the  day,  and  under  the  form  of  what  professes  to  be  a  complete 
work,  published  an  interrupted  talc  which  leaves  us  anxiously 
expectant  of  the  promised  sequel.  In  *  Malcolm,'  as  in  the 
rest  of  Mr.  Mac  Donald's  novels,  the  tone  is  as  elevated  as  the 
ethics  are  sound,  though  the  theology  is  decidedly  more  free 
than  orthodox,  and  it  is  high  praise  to  say  of  his  works  that 
it  is  impossible  to  read  them  without  being  benefited. 

It  is  difficult  to  deal  with  a  subject  so  comprehensive  as 
Scotch  novels  within  anything  like  reasonable  compass.  We 
had  meant  to  say  something  in  commendation  of  Mr.  Gibbon, 
author  of  *  Auld  Robin  Gray,'  &c.,  and  are  reluctantly 
obUged  to  give  up  the  intention.  But  we  could  not  reconcile 
it  to  our  conscience  to  close  our  article  without  a  reference  to 
Mr.  William  Black.  Fortunately,  we  may  be  very  brief,  for 
this  reason,  that  his  novels  have  been  lately  in  everybody's 
iiands.  The  latest  of  Mrs.  Oliphant's,  with  the  exception  of 
*  Valentine :  and  his  Brother,'  date  from  a  good  many  years 
back.  It  pleases  Mr.  Mac  Donald  to  pitch  his  works  on  a 
key  which  is  above  the  appreciation  and  intelligence  of  many 
of  the  devourers  of  fiction,  and  he  dresses  them  besides  in  a 
national  garb  which  is  foreign  to  English  ideas  of  fashion.  But 
Mr.  Black's  writings  recommend  themselves  to  everyone,  and 
we  may  say  unhesitatingly  that  he  is  the  most  popular  of  the 
three.  Nor  is  it  any  slur  on  him  to  say  so.  He  shows  him- 
self an  accomplished  master  of  the  higher  branches  of  his  art ; 
he  has  the  gift  of  powerfully  affecting  the  sympathies,  and  an  in- 
stinctive  perception  of  dramatic  possibilities.  But  at  the  same 
time  he  has  a  very  serviceable  knack  of  keeping  a  finger  on 
the  pulse  of  the  public.  He  makes  large  allowance  for  the  un- 
suspected intelligence  and  susceptibilities  that  lie  latent  in  those 
who  seem  most  frivolous  and  unimpressionable.  Yet  he  neither 
<M)ndescends  to  write  down  to  them,  nor  does  he  try  their 
patience  too  far.  He  glides  insensibly  from  mood  to  mood : 
even  when  his  thought  is  grave  his  touch  is  light ;  he  treats  the 
theme  of  love  at  once  with  playfulness  and  tenderness;  he 
writes  of  field-sports,  yachting,  and  sea-fishing  with  the  pen 
and  knowledge  of  a  devotee ;  while  his  soul  is  always  catching 
fire  at  the  beauties  of  nature,  until  his  persistent  adoration  of 
them  becomes  almost  tedious.  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  his 
Doanner  of  treatment.     Like  Mrs.  Oliphant,  he  seeks  out  the 
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Looking  at  it  distinctly  as  a  Scbtcli  novel,  *  A  Daughter  of 
*  Heth '  takes  a  very  high  place.  Mr.  Black  deals  chiefly  with 
such  national  idiosjmcrasies  as  lie  on  the  surface,  and  does  not 
profess,  like  Mr.  Mac  Donald,  to  lay  bare  the  intricate  meta- 
physical machinery  of  the  worthies  who  figure  in  his  pi^es. 
but  to  say  nothing  of  *  the  Whaup,'  the  very  personification 
of  a  Scotch  lad  of  the  middle  classes,  and  of  the  best  sort; 
the  Minister,  the  Schoolmaster,  old  Anderson,  the  Ministers 
man,  and  *  Leesiebess '  his  wife,  as  Coquette  calls  her,  are 
all  individualities  who  live  in  our  memories.  The  chapters 
are  not  overcrowded  with  people  or  incidents,  and  the  book 
gains  accordingly.  We  have  no  intention  of  closing  our  article 
by  drawing  comparisons.  *  Placing  '  authors  always  reminds 
us  of  the  rough  and  ready  practice  of  guide  books,  who  rank 
pictures  executed  in  the  most  different  styles  according  to 
absolute  degrees  of  merit,  and  decide  off-hand  between  Domeni- 
chino's  *  St.  Jerome '  and  Paul  Potter's  '  BulL'  But  at  least 
we  may  have  said  enough  to  show  that  at  this  moment  we  have 
three  living  Scotch  novelists,  each  of  whom  has  done  more  to 
perpetuate  the  best  traditions  of  their  art  than  any  writer  who 
has  appeared  since  the  death  of  the  author  of  *  Waverley.' 


Art.  III. — 1.  General  Report  hy  Captain  Tyler  in  regard  to 
the  Share  and  Loan  Capital^  the  Traffic  in  Passengers  and 
Goods,  and  the  Working  Expenditure,  and  Net  Profits  from 
Railway  Working  of  the  Railway  Companies  of  t/ie  United 
Kingdom,  for  the  year  1873;  Idem  for  the  year  1874. 
Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  conmiand  of  Her 
Majesty. 

2.  Du  Regime  des  Travaux  Publics  en  Angleterre.  Par  Ch.  de 
Franqueville,  maitre  des  requetes  au  Conseil  d'fitat, 
secretaire  de  la  Commission  Centrale  des  chemins  de  fer  au 
Ministfire  des  Travaux  Publics.     Paris :  1875. 

3.  Annuaire  Officiel  des  Chemins  de  Fer,     Paris:  1873. 

"^o  event  recorded  in  history  has  so  profoundly  affected  the 
relations  borne  by  man  to  the  planet  which  he  inhabits  as 
the  discovery  which  is  associated  with  the  name  of  Watt 
Dynastic  changes,  substitutions  of  one  form  of  government  for 
another,  conquests  by  the  sword,  and  revulsions  in  religious 
opinion,  have  swept  over  the  world  from  time  to  time.  But  when 
the  storm  has  passed,  man,  as  to  his  physicial  condition,  has 
remained  much  what  he  was  before.    The  exigencies  of  climatei 
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and  the  capabilities  of  the  soil,  have  imposed  limits  that 
appeared  impossible  to  pass.  Regarding  each  country,  as 
characterised  by  climate  and  soil,  by  itself',  the  burden  of  toil 
needful  for  its  cultivation  has  been  as  severe  in  the  latest,  as 
in  the  earliest,  times.  Human  life  has  been  hemmed  in  by 
narrow  bounds  of  space  and  time.  The  absolute  nature  of  this 
restriction  has  been  taken  for  granted  by  all  ancient  philosophy. 
The  gallop  of  a  horse  measured  the  extreme  velocity  with 
which  man  could  pass  from  place  to  place.  The  slow  rate  at 
which  alone  bodies  of  great  weight  could  be  moved  by 
mechanical  means,  was  regarded  as  an  unavoidable  necessity. 
The  daily  result  of  the  labour  of  the  individual,  or  of  the 
community,  was  limited  by  the  capabilities  of  human  and  of 
animal  activity.  It  was  no  more  thought  possible  for  a  nation 
to  perform  a  greater  amount  of  work,  within  a  given  time>. 
than  was  competent  to  it  by  reason  of  the  muscular  force  of  its 
sons,  aided  to  some  extent  by  that  of  their  beasts  of  burden, 
than  it  was  tO  make  both  seedtime  and  harvest  constant 
throughout  the  year. 

It  is  true  that,  to  a  very  limited  extent,  the  powers  of  nature 
had  been  appealed  to  in  aid  of  that  of  man.  But  they  were 
her  visible,  palpable  powers  alone ;  and  their  employment  was 
either  strictly  local,  or  subject  to  influences  which,  in  his 
^orance  of  their  cause,  man  could  only  regard  as  capricious. 
The  power  developed  by  the  fall  of  water  from  a  higher  to  a 
lower  level  had  been  applied  to  relieve  man,  or,  more  strictly 
speaking,  woman,  from  her  ancient  service  of  the  grinding  of 
bread  corn.  But  the  water-mill  was  a  factor  entirely  dependent 
on  the  physical  features  of  the  country,  narrowly  tied  to  loca* 
lity,  and  liable  to  failure  in  times  of  drought.  The  vanes  of  the 
windmill  might  be  spread  on  any  slight  elevation  of  the  soil. 
But  days  of  calm  are  often  succeeded  by  stormy  gales ;  and 
during  each  of  such  seasons  the  miller  has  to  wait  tor  a  pros- 
perous wind.  To  the  same  mysterious  power  of  the  wind,  as 
to  the  laws  of  which  no  Maury  had  enlightened  our  ancestors, 
the  adventurous  sailor  entrusted  the  safety  of  his  cruise.  But 
the  time  of  the  completion  of  his  voyage,  should  he  escape  the 
dangers  of  the  storm,  was  quaintly  and  devoutly  expressed,  in 
the  formulcB  of  the  old  charter  parties,  to  be  beyond  human 
disposal  or  calculation.  *  And  so,'  they  ran,  ^  may  God  send 
*  the  good  ship  to  her  desired  port  in  safety.' 

The  invention  of  Watt,  for  the  first  time,  gave  to  the 
service  of  man  a  natural  agent  or  force,  generated  by  his 
own  arty  and  entirely  subjected  to  his  control.  Of  the  ulti- 
inate  results  of  his  successful  attempt  to  utilise  th&  expan- 
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fflve  force  of  steam  that  great  iiiventor  6ouId  have  haci  bai 
a  faint  prevision.  It  took  a  century  of  inventors  to  arrive  at 
ihe  ultimate  scientific  expression  of  the  law  that  underlay  llie 
empirical  discoveries  of  Watt.  While  steam  still  remainB  tiie 
most  convenient  known  medium  for  the  conduction  of  heat,  i^ 
have  learned  that  it  is  to  heat  itself  that  we  must  look  for  the 
true  motive  power  of  inorganic  mechanism.  That  heat  is  a 
mode  of  motion,  is  an  ultimate  generalisation  of  the  highest 
order.  It  is  a  maxim  from  which  it  follows  that  the  amount 
of  work  which  may  be  eflfected  by  machinery  is  not  to  be 
limited  even  by  the  exhaustion  of  all  the  coalfields  of  the 
globe.  The  amount  of  inorganic  force  which  may  be  set  in 
motion  by  the  hutnan  will  and  intelligence^  for  the  service  of 
mankind,  is,  if  not  mathematically  infinite,  practically  without 
a  bound. 

We  have  not  any  thought  of  entering,  within  our  present 
limits,  on  a  history  of  the  application  of  inorganic  force.  Still  less 
can  we  give  a  glance  at  its  probable  future.  We  must  limit  our 
inquiries  to  one  branch  of  the  subject,  that  of  the  application 
of  thermal  power  to  locomotion.  Of  the  various  applications  of 
power  to  this  object,  we  confine  ourselves  to  land  transit ;  and 
m  this,  to  that  special  kind  of  land  transit  which  is  efiected  on 
our  English  railways.  It  is  not  our  aim  to  attempt,  on  the 
one  hand,  an  imaginative  or  academic  treatment  of  the  wonder- 
ful revolution  in  travelling  which  our  eyes  have  witnessed,  and 
in  which  our  hands  have  not  been  idle.  Neither  do  we  desire, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  burden  our  readers  with  pages  of  statis- 
tical information,  which  those  who  desire  it  may  obtain  else- 
where. It  is  our  wish  to  inquire,  for  a  few  minutes,  into  the 
character  of  the  revolution  which  has  been  effected  by  the 
introduction  of  the  locomotive  into  England ;  and  to  endeavour 
to  discover  the  cause  of  the  arrest  of  the  construction  of  nul- 
ways,  at  a  time  when  their  influence  on  the  welfare  of  the 
people  is  becoming  every  year  more  conspicuous.  In  order  to 
do  this  we  must  ascertain,  as  closely  as  possible,  a  fact  which 
has  never  yet  been  distinctly  and  accurately  presented  to  Ae 
European  public,  namely,  the  average  cost  of  the  conveyance 
on  our  railways  of  a  ton  weight  of  train  for  a  given  distance, 
and  at  a  given  speed. 

•  It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  truly  of  the  advantages  secured  to  England  by  her  rail- 
ways, apart  from  a  tacit  recognition  of  the  other  duties  per- 
formed by  the  steam  engine.  No  other  agency  could  have 
extracted  annually  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  the  hundred 
and  twenty  millions  of  tons  of  coals  which  feed  the  furnaces  of 
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our  forges  and  factories,  which  illnmine  our  honses  and  streets 
\^j  night,  which  warm  our  habitations,  and  which  supply  fuel 
to  our  ocean  steamers,  as  well  as  to  our  railwiay  locomotives: 
No  other  agency  could  whirl  those  millions  of  spindles,  and 
drive  those  thousands  of  looms,  the  mere  tendance  on  which 
now  occupies  nearly  a  million  of  artisans.  No  other  known 
power  could  have  enabled  our  iron  workers  to  roll  the  rails  of 
which  we  have  laid  so  many  thousands  of  miles,  or  to  give 
motion  to  the  powerful  and  accurate  machines  which  are  need- 
fdl  for  the  construction  of  the  locomotive  itself.  Our  railways 
not  only  give  a  powerful  stimulus  to  industry,  and  form  an 
indispensable  element  of  national  welfare,  but  they  also  con- 
stitute a  department  of  mechanical  science  which  is  intimately 
connected  with  every  other  branch  of  industry.  WhUe  the 
actual  state  of  our  manufacturing  and  commercial  activity 
would  have  been  impossible  without  our  railways,  our  railways 
could  never  have  existed  but  for  our  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial activity. 

There  is,  however,  one  important  particular  in  which  the 
advantage  offered  to  mankind  bv  the  application  of  thermal 
force  to  locomotive  transport  differs  from  the  advantages 
derived  from  the  establishment  of  stationary  factories.  Multi- 
plication of  work  is  the  result  of  mechanical  invention.  Speed, 
indeed,  is  one  of  the  elements  of  this  multiplication ;  but  speed 
in  this  instance  has  chiefly  an  economic  value.  A  machine 
driven  at  a  given  speed  will  turn  out,  other  things  being  alike, 
twice  as  much  work  as  a  similar  machine  driven  at  half  the 
speed.  Thus  in  many  instances,  especially  in  printing  ma- 
chines, speed  is  an  object  of  primary  importance. 

In  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  however,  the  effect  of 
speed  assumes  another  aspect.  We  have  to  look  not  only  at 
the  mechanical  work  done  by  the  locomotive,  but  at  the 
manual  and  intellectual  work  for  which  time  is  gained  for 
the  traveller  by  its  speed.  The  rapidity  of  inland  travel  is  now 
from  four  to  five  times  as  great  as  that  which  the  utmost  ap- 
pliances at  the  command  of  wealth  could  secure  to  our  grand- 
fathers. To  the  poorer  classes  the  gain  is  more  than  double 
that  which  has  been  afforded  to  the  former  occupants  of  the 
travelling  carriage,  the  postchaise,  and  the  fast  coach.  The 
effect  of  this  gain  in  time  is  an  equivalent  lengthening  of  the 
term  of  human  life  ;  an  added  time  that  is,  for  the  most  part, 
actively  employed.     No  doubt  much  more  time  is  now  occu- 

E'ed  by  individuals  in  travelling  than  was  formerly  the  case, 
at  each  journey  has  its  definite  object,  of  business  or  of 
pleasure.     Work,  which  before  needed  tvdce  or  thrice  the 
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length  of  an  ordinary  lifetime^  and  therefore  the  services  of 
two  or  three  individuals,  to  execute,  can  now  be  performed  by 
one  man.  This  advantage  is  especially  enjoyed  by  the  most 
skilful.  The  great  surgeon  can  give  the  service  of  his  eye' and 
hand  to  save  valuable  life,  at  a  moment's  call  and  at  fifty  or  a 
hundred  miles'  distance,  and  yet  return  to  his  wonted  scene  of 
duty  so  rapidly  that  none  of  his  patients  need  materially  suffer 
by  delay.  The  statesman  can  settle,  by  an  hour's  conversa- 
tion, matters  that  might  have  taken  months  of  diplomatic  cor- 
respondence only  to  embroil,  almost  before  hi3  absence  from 
his  oflSce  is  remarked  by  his  subordinates.  Similar  cases  are  of 
almost  daily  occurrence.  The  gain  thus  secured  to  mankind 
by  this  addition  to  the  utilisable  period  of  the  life  of  its  chief 
and  most  costly  workers,  it  is  not  easy  to  calculate. 

The  speed  which  could  be  maintained  in  travelling  in  Eng- 
land in  the  year  1830  depended  mainly  on  the  previous  adop- 
tion of  three  mechanical  inventions ;  namely,  the  shoeing  of 
horses,  the  application  of  steel  springs  to  carriages,  and  the 
formation  of  roads  of  a  homogeneous  surface.  The  date  of  the 
first  of  these  great  discoveries  is  prehistoric.  The  term  iron- 
footed,  indeed,  we  have  not  found  applied  to  the  horse  earlier 
than  by  Nonnius,*  in  the  fifth  century  of  our  era.  But  the 
expression  *  brazen-footed '  occurs  in  two  places  in  the  *  Iliad,' f 
and  intimates  the  fact  that  horses  were  shod  with  bronze  at  a 
time  when  iron  was  unknown,  or  at  least  when  it  was  ex- 
tremely precious.  The  term  *  brazen-stamping  horses '  also 
occurs  in  the  *  Knights '  of  Aristophanes. (  The  introduction 
of  springs,  the  construction  of  which  has  been  much  modified 
during  the  present,  dates  during  the  eighteenth,  century.  Car- 
riages are  to  be  seen  in  the  South  Kensington  Museum,  not 
older  than  1730  or  1740  in  their  build,  in  which  a  sedan-like 
body  is  suspended  from  wooden  bearei*s  by  leather  straps.  As 
to  the  roadway,  its  excellence  in  this  country  is  due  to  Mr. 
MacAdam.  The  breccia  roads  of  Italy  are  said  to  be  of  old 
date.  They  are  certainly  of  indisputable  excellence.  But  the 
Via  Appioy  from  Bome  to  Puteoli,  was  paved  with  large 
squares  of  lava  or  of  limestone.  The  streets  of  Pompeii  were 
paved  with  blocks  of  lava,  as  are  those  of  Naples  at  the  pre- 
sent day.  The  Boman  roads  in  the  provinces  were  built  of 
boulders,  or  large  i>ebbles,  wedged  between  a  line  of  squared 
stones  firmly  set  on  either  side,  and  a  centre  line  of  the  same 
kind  by  way  of  key.     In  some  of  the  provincial  roads  of  £ng- 

•  Nonn.  D.  29,  206.  f  U-  viii-  41 ;  xiii.  23. 
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land  in  which  the  traffic  was  heaviest,  as  for  example  on  that 
from  Manchester  to  Sheffield,  a  track  was  pitched  with  small 

E'anite  blocks,  such  as  are  still  used  in  some  of  the  streets  of 
ondou.  But  throughout  the  country  in  general,  before  the 
introduction  of  the  MacAdam  system,  the  roads  were  rough 
tracks,  spread  with  large  pebbles,  and  intersected  with  deep 
ruts.  In  the  year  1830,  from  seven  and  a  half  to  eight  miles 
an  hour  was  a  fair  stage-coach  speed.  Ten  and  a  half  and 
eleven  and  a  half  miles  per  hour  were  attained  by  the  *  Quick- 

*  silver'  mails  to  Devonshire ;  and  the  Shrewsbury  coaches,  the 

*  Hirondelle '  and  *  Hibernia,'  travelled  over  a  portion  of  their 
route  at  the  considerable  speed  of  sixteen  miles  an  hour,  in- 
cluding the  time  necessary  for  changing  horses. 

The  speed  of  railway  transit,  in  its  turn,  is  mainly  due  to 
three  mechanical  improvements.     Of  these,  the  first  is  the 
combination  of  the  edge  rail  with  the  flanged  wheel,  and  the 
length  and  solidity  given  to  the  rails.     In  the  early  tramways^ 
cast-iron  L-shaped  plates  were  employed  to  support  narrow 
iron  wheels.     The  plates  were  only  one  yard  in  length,  bedded 
on  stout  blocks;  and  more  or  less  shock  was  given  to  the  wheels 
on  passing  over  every  joint.     The  second  discovery  was  that 
of  the  adhesion  between  a  smooth  wheel  and  a  smooth  rail — a 
fact  which  was  unsuspected  by  the  earliest  inventors,  although 
it  amounts  to  from  three-tenths  to  three-eighths  of  the  weight 
incumbent  on  the  wheels.    The  third  element  of  speed  was  the 
use  of  the  blast — a  method  of  procuring  draught  through  the 
ftimace  which  had  been  patented  by  Nicholson  in  1806,  and 
which  proved  the  very  soul  of  the  locomotive  engine.     In 
making  some  repairs  and  alterations  in  the  '  Rocket,'  the  suc- 
cessful competitor  for  the  prize  offered  in  1829  by  the  Liver- 
pool and  Manchester  Railway  Company  for  the  best  locomo- 
tive, Mr.  Stephenson  tried  the  expedient  of  turning  the  waste 
steam  from  the  cylinders,  which  on  the  first  trial  was  allowed 
to  escape  directly  into  the  air,  into  the  chimney  of  the  locomo- 
tive.   The  rapid  rush  of  air,  drawn  through  the  furnace  by  the 
vacuum  caused  by  the  steam,  proved  to  be  a  means  of  gene- 
rating heat  with  speed  proportionate  to  that  of  the  revolution 
of  the  wheels.     The  limitation  of  speed,  from  the  time  of  this 
discovery,  became  a  question  not  of  a  mechanical,  but  of  an 
economical  nature.      The  velocity  of  seventy  miles  per  hour, 
which  is  equal  to  that  of  a  swift  on  the  >ving,  was  obtained  by 
Mr.  Brunei  on  portions  of  the  Great  Western  line.    Our  actual 
speeds  are  far  within  the  limit  of  our  mechanical  power.     The 
nin  from  London  to  Edinburgh  is  accomplished,  by  the  most 
rapid  trains,  in  9^  hours,  or  at  the  rate  of  40  niiles  an  hour. 
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The  117  miles  from  London  to  Bristol  are  averaeed  in  156 
minutes^  or  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  in  a  minnte  and  a  uiird.  The 
most  rapid  travelling  in  France  is  tabulated  by  M.  de  Fran- 
queville  as  occurring  on  the  141  miles  from  Paris  to  Havre, 
and  is  at  the  rate  of  30  miles  an  hour ;  while  on  the  536  miles 
from  Paris  to  Marseilles,  the  run  occupies  16^  hours  for  the 
fSsistest  trains,  and  29^  hours  for  the  slow  trains.* 

The  elbow-room  given  to  the  working  population  of  England, 
by  increased  velocity  of  transport,  is  one  of  the  main  causes  d 
the  immense  increase  of  our  national  prosperity  following  tiie 
introduction  of  the  railway  system.  No  one  doubts  the  effect 
produced  by  increased  facility  of  internal  communication  on 
industry.  But  it  may  prove  interesting  to  attempt  an  estimate 
of  the  gain,  which,  though  only  roughly  approximate,  is  none 
the  less  instructive,  and  even  startling. 

Captain  Tyler  reports  the  number  of  individual  passenger 
journeys  on  the  railways  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  1873  to 
have  been  455,320,188.  An  addition  to  this  figure  has  to 
be  made  to  account  for  the  journeys  of  season-ticket  holders, 
which  will  bring  up  the  aggregate  to  some  553  millions  of 
passenger  journeys.  The  average  length  of  journey  is  not 
given  by  Captain  Tyler.  But  from  a  comparison  of  the 
passenger  receipts  with  the  average  rate  of  fares  we  are  led 
to  estimate  this  average  length  at  from  nine  to  ten  miles.  The 
great  bulk  of  railway  passengers  now  travel  by  third-daes 
carriages,  and  thus  represent  the  waggon  and  cart,  and  the 
pedestrian,  travellers  of  the  days  of  coaching ;  while  the  first 
and  second-class  passengers  may  be  compared  with  those  who 
formerly  made  use  of  private  carriages,  postchaises,  and  fast 
coaches.  We  shall  be  far  within  the  mark  in  assuming  that 
each  of  these  individual  journeys  has  been  performed  in  one« 
fourth  of  the  time  that  would  have  been  possible  in  the  absence 
of  railways.  Of  course  the  mere  number  of  journeys,  irre- 
spective of  their  rapidity,  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  our 
industrial  condition  half  a  century  ago.  The  increase  of  bpeed 
is  one  of  the  elements  which  have  rendered  possible  the  actual 
number  of  journeys  now  taken,  with  which,  as  a  fact,  we  have 
to  deal 

If  we  allow,  then,  that  in  each  passenger  journey  taken  on 
our  railways  in  the  past  year,  forty  minutes'  less  time  has  been 
occupied  than  would  have  been  consumed  in  the  performance 
of  such  journey  by  the  old  methods,  the  aggregate  of  time  thus 
calculated  is  somewhat  more  than  1,500,000  years,  allowing  a 

*  Du  R6gime  des  Travaux  Publics,  tome  ii.  p.  424* 
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ifOtkiAg  year  to  consist  of  300  days  of  eight  hours  a  piece. 
The  total  number  of  persons  occupied  in  professions^  industry, 
and  commerce  in  England  is  returned,  in  the  census  of  1871 , 
as  6j637,33l  persons.  The  returns  from  passenger  traffic  in 
JSngland  are  something  more  than  85  per  cent,  of  the  total 
passengor  income  from  the  railways  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
This  gives  a  relative  aggregate  of  1,275,000  years  for  the  gain 
of  England  alone,  which  is  equivalent  to  an  addition  of  rather 
more  than  one-fifth  to  the  working  time  of  each  industrial 
individual*  Thus  as  far  as  the  time  actually  occupied  in 
travelling  is  an  indication  of  the  useful  occupation  of  the  pro- 
ductive classes  in  England,  one-fifth  has  been  added  to  the 
economic  power  of  our  population  by  the  use  of  railways  for 
passenger  traffic ;  a  fact  which  may  very  well  allow  a  very 
wide  margin  for  travelling  merely  for  luxury  or  for  amusement. 

We  may  compare  the  result  thus  obtained  with  indicatioqB 
furnished  from  another  source.  One  immediate  result  of  the 
opening  of  any  trunk  line  of  railway  has  been  the  stoppage  of 
the  long  coaching  traffic  on  the  parallel  lines  of  road.  We  are 
able  to  form  some  idea  of  the  proportion  of  road  traffic  thus 
extinguished,  or  rather  transferred,  by  the  return  of  the  tolls. 
The  toll  income  of  the  turnpike  trusts  has  the  advantage  of 
measuring  the  proportionate  traffic  with  great  exactitude ;  and 
it  further  indicates,  at  all  events  approximately,  the  cost  of 
maintenance  and  repairs.  The  proportion  between  the  main- 
tenance of  way  and  the  other  items  of  the  cost  of  highway 
traffic  is  not  a  point  as  to  which  much  definite  information  is 
accessible.  But  it  is  well  known  to  mechanics  that  a  consider- 
able analogy  exists  in  the  distribution  of  stress,  and  thus  in 
the  distribution  of  cost,  under  difierent  systems,  adopted  for  the 
performance  of  similar  duties.  The  proportion  of  the  cost  of 
maintenance  of  way  to  that  of  the  other  elements  of  railway 
expenditure  is  almost  exacUy  one-fifth.  Five  times  the  amount 
of  the  tolls,  therefore,  may  give  an  approximate  idea  of  the 
sums  annually  laid  out  in  travelling  over  any  given  district. 
The  coincidence  between  the  figures  thus  obtained  and  those 
which  have  been  adopted,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  by  a  French 
writer,  is  such  as  to  show  that  the  estimate  is  not  very  wide  of 
the  mark. 

In  the  twenty  years  from  1837  to  1857  the  tolls  of  the  turn- 
pike roads  of  England  and  Wales*  fell  off  by  40  per  cent. ; 
that  is  to  say,  from  1,509,985/.  to  889,992/.     Five  times  the 

*  See  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  Local  Government  Board,  1875, 
p.  241. 
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amount  of  this  decrease  is  equal  to  3,100,000/.,  which  thus 
approximately  represents  the  loss  of  traffic  by  road.  As  to 
another  item  of  nearly,  if  not  quite  equal  importance,  namely, 
the  traffic  by  canal,  inland  navigation  and  coasting,  we  are 
without  adequate  data  for  comparison.  But  the  railway  pas- 
senger traffic  of  the  year  1857  amounted,  in  round  numbers, 
to  18  millions  sterling.*  The  total  traffic  by  rail  and  road  was 
thus  equal  to  a  sum  of  22J  millions  sterling,  against  4| 
millions  sterling  in  1837.  The  goods  traffic  of  1857  earned 
very  nearly  an  equal  amount  to  the  passenger  traffic,  the  pro- 
portions being  51  per  cent,  for  the  former,  and  49  per  cent 
for  the  latter.  While  the  bulk  of  the  heavy  transport,  for 
long  distances,  was  water-borne,  the  live  stock  made  use  of 
the  roads  alone ;  and  tlie  subsequent  diversion  of  their  longer 
journeys  to  the  rail  tended  to  reduce  the  toll  income.  The 
income  from  carriage  of  live  stock,  however,  is  under  2{  per 
cent,  on  the  gross  traffic  of  1873.  The  mineral  traffic  amounts 
to  24  per  cent.,  and  this  may  be  at  once  set  off  against 
water  carriage  before  railways  were  made.  There  remains  a 
general  merchandise  traffic,  now  equal  to  the  amount  of  30 
per  cent,  of  the  aggregate  amount  expended  on  transjiort,  as 
to  the  former  carriage  of  which  the  distribution  between  land 
and  water  is  uncertain.  But  the  figures  already  cited  show 
that  the  internal  traffic  of  the  country  must  have  tripled,  to 
say  the  least,  in  twenty  years.  And  that  great  increase  of  acti- 
vity was  accompanied  by  the  economy  of  time,  of  which  we 
have  spoken,  as  to  passengers,  and  by  a  proportionate  economy 
of  cost,  as  to  goods. 

A  French  writer,  whom  we  are  about  to  introduce  to  our 
readers,  has  given  an  estimate  of  the  circulation  of  passenger 
and  merchandise  traffic  before  the  establishment  of  railways  in 
England,  as  to  which  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  has  not 
indicated  the  data  assumed.f  As  to  passenger  traffic,  his 
estimate,  amounting  to  7,250,000/.  per  annum,  so  closely  co- 
incides with  that  which  we  have  previously  given,  from  ordinal 
research,  as  to  make  it  worth  while  to  quote  his  estimates  of  the 
canal  and  the  road  traffic.  The  former  amounts  to  6,333,333/., 
the  latter  to  3,072,000/.  The  numbers  estimated  are  30 
millions  of  travellers  for  a  mean  distance  of  11*4  miles;  20 
millions  of  merchandise,  transported  by  canal  for  a  mean  dis- 
tance of  20  miles,  and  3  millions  of  tons  of  merchandise 
transported  by  road  for  the  same  mean  distance. 

•  17,935,634/. 

I  Du  Regime  des  Travaiix  Publics,  tome  ii.  p.  285. 
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A  return  to  an  Address  of  the  House  of  Commons,  dated 
July  22,  1869,  gives  particulars  as  to  the  capital,  revenue, 
and  other  particulars  of  seventy-four  canal  and  navigation 
companies.  The  return,  however,  is  very  incomplete,  some  of 
the  most  important  companies,  such  as  the  Aire  and  Calder 
Navigation  Company,  having  declined  to  furnish  information 
on  various  points.  As  far  as  the  tonnage  is  given,  it  is  a  little 
over  23  millions  of  tons,  yielding  a  revenue  of  about  800,000/. 
Nearly  one-fourth  of  this  revenue  is  drawn  by  the  Birmingham 
Canal,  from  its  course  of  169  miles. 

The  coasting  traffic,  which  to  a  certain  extent  competes  with 
inland  transport,  averaged  about  11^  millions  of  tons  from 
1869  to  1871.  The  amount  of  freight  is  not  stated.  Attempts 
are  said  to  have  been  made  by  more  than  one  railway  company 
to  cripple  the  coasting  trade  by  obtaining  command  of  the 
ports.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  low  cost  at  which 
the  Newcastle  and  Durham  coal  can  be  delivered  by  sea  in  the 
Thames  is  the  one  great  safeguard  to  the  public  which  has 
kept  down  the  railway  freight  of  coal  over  the  whole  network 
of  our  lines. 

The  natural  advantage  derived  by  the  more  rapid  transport 
of  minerals  stands  on  a  very  different  base  from  that  derivable 
from  the  transport  of  passengers.  Time  is  gained,  it  is  true, 
in  both  cases.  But  the  time  occupied  by  the  former  is 
matter  of  cost  alone.  That  occupied  by  the  latter,  in  addition 
to  this,  has  a  creative  and  productive  value.  To  transport 
a  given  tonnage  of  merchandise  from  Manchester  to  London 
at  the  speed  of  twenty  miles  an  hour  requires,  other  things 
being  equal,  only  half  the  number  of  waggons  and  engines 
that  would  be  required  to  do  the  work  at  the  speed  of  ten 
mUes  an  hour.  It  is  a  simple  question  of  economy  which 
method  will  be  the  cheapest.  With  certain  exceptions,  such 
as  the  carriage  of  fish  and  of  live  stock,  the  questions  of  speed 
and  of  cost  are  so  interdependent,  that  it  is  quite  possible  that 
the  economic  limit  of  the  former  may  be  below  the  actual 
average  rate. 

So  long,  indeed,  as  the  facilities  offered  by  railways  for 
general  traffic  are  far  in  advance  of  the  amount  of  traffic 
actually  brought  upon  them,  the  question  does  not  assume 
much  urgency.  When  a  line  is  open,  and  unemployed,  there 
is  a  great  inducement  to  hurry  over  its  metals  as  much  mer- 
chandise as  the  company  can  collect  in  .order  to  carry.  But 
this  point  has  long  been  passed  on  many  of  our  most  important 
Ibes.  Two  tracks  of  way  are  no  longer  enough,  in  many 
instances,  to  convey  both  passenger  and  merchandise  traffic. 
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Additional  lineB  are  being  laid  down  every  year.  The  qaestion, 
therefore,  now  assumes  the  somewhat  more  precise  form,  Is  it 
advantageous  to  construct  railways,  on  the  existing  system,  fi>r 
merchandise  or  for  mineral  traffic  alone  ?  It  already  taxes  the 
capabilities  of  the  ori^nal  double  lines  to  convey  the  passenger 
and  parcel  traffic,  witnout  any  interruption  from  the  transport 
of  heavy  goods.  We  cannot  cite  a  more  competent  witnes 
as  to  this  than  the  President  of  the  Institution  of  Civl 
Engineers.  In  his  opening  speech  in  January,  Mr.  G.  E. 
Stephenson  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  increased  accois- 
modation  for  the  heavy  traffic  of  our  railways  was  becoming 
indispensable. 

The  total  receipts  from  the  working  of  the  railways  of  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  year  1873  amounted  to  55,675,421i 
The  cost  incurred  in  such  working  was  30,060,112^,  showing 
a  proportion  of  54  per  cent,  working  expenses,  and  a  net 
earning  of  46  per  cent,  on*  the  gross  receipts.  Of  this  income 
the  sum  of  23,853,892/.,  or  a  little  over  43  per  cent,  wis 
derived  from  passenger  traffic.  Of  the  remaining  57  per  cent 
rather  more  than  3  per  cent,  is  earned  by  the  carria^  of 
live  stock,  24  per  cent,  by  that  of  mineriUs,  and  the  remaming 
31  per  cent,  by  that  of  general  merchandise.     *  But  it  must 

*  be  remembered,'  to  use  the  words   of   Captain  Tyler,  *  in 

*  regard  to  these  and  other  figures  that  .   .   whilst  the  receipt 

*  of  goods  and  passenger  trains  are  supposed  to  be  kept  sepi- 

*  rately,  no  attempt  is  made  to  separate  the  expenses  of  goods 

*  and  passenger  trains  from  one  another.'  We  may  go  a  step 
beyond  this  admission.  The  working  details  furnished  to  tk 
Board  of  Trade  are  so  arranged  as  to  throw  almost  insuper- 
able difficulties  in  the  way  of  any  independent  attempt  to 
shed  light  on  this  vital  question. 

With  regard,  indeed,  to  the  cost  at  which  the  general  mer- 
chandise is  conveyed,  the  details  are  so  numerous,  and  the 
rates,  varying  from  \d.  to  Srf.  per  ton  per  mile,  are  so  varied, 
that  it  would  be  idle  to  attempt  an  analysis  of  this  portion  of 
the  traffic  without  materials  which  are  not  as  yet  forthcoming 
for  the  calculation.  But  a  comparison  may  be  instituted,  and 
pursued  with  some  success,  into  the  relative  cost  of  the  mioenl 
and  the  passenger  traffic.  We  shall  be  surprised  if  the  result 
of  this  comparison  is  not  held  to  demonstrate  the  absdote 
necessity,  in  the  interest  of  the  proprietors  of  railways,  of  the 
establishment  of  a  mode  of  keeping  accounts  which  shall  no 
longer  allow  these  important  elements  of  the  national  wealth 
to  be  kept  so  entirely  m  the  dark. 

The  number  of  passenger  journeys  during  1874  is  returned 
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at  455,320,188.  To  this  has  to  be  added  an  allowance  for  the 
journeys  of  314,579  season-ticket  holders.  The  average  length 
of  a  passenger  journey,  in  the  absence  of  which  information  the 
statement  of  the  number  of  journeys  tells  little,  is  not  furnished. 
Neither  is  any  amount  of  passenger  ton-mileage,  as  distin- 
guished from  goods  ton-mileage,  given.  Neither  is  there  any 
information  as  to  the  proportion  between  the  tare,  or  dead 
weight,  of  carriages,  and  the  net  weight,  or  paying-load,  of 
either  passengers  or  goods,  alluded  to  in  the  report.  The  bare 
statement  that,  in  1874,  96,749,953  miles  were  run  by  pas- 
senger trains,  and  100,025,939  miles  by  goods  and  mineral 
trains  on  the  railways  of  the  United  Kingdom,  is  unmeaning, 
unless  it  were  coupled  with  a  statement  of  the  average  weight 
of  a  train  of  each  description.  When  neither  mean  weights  nor 
mean  prices  are  stated,  the  publicity  given  to  the  amounts  is 
to  a  great  extent  illusory. 

Allowing  fifteen  passengers  to  weigh  a  ton,  which  is  the 
estimate  usually  employed  in  inquiries  as  to  traflSc,  the  rail- 
ways of  the  United  Kingdom  conveyed,  in  the  year  1873, 
37,000,000  tons  of  passengers  for  the  return  of  nearly  twenty- 
four  millions  sterling.  By  the  carriage  of  112,618,698  tons  of 
minerals  they  have  earned  only  12,605,462/.  That  is  to  say,, 
while  for  every  ton  of  passengers  carried,  the  companies  have 
received  nearly  135. ;  for  every  ton  of  minerals  carried,  they 
have  only  received  2^.  3c?.  And  yet,  as  we  shall  find  reason 
to  conclude,  the  ton  of  minerals  has  been  carried  at  least  three 
times  the  distance  of  the  ton  of  passengers. 

It  is  then  essential  to  inquire  whether  there  exists,  either 
in  the  actual  mode  of  conducting  locomotive  traffic,  or  in  the 
mechanical  laws  by  which  the  cost  of  that  traffic  is  regulated, 
any  reason  why  it  should  cost  eighteen  or  twenty  times  as 
much  to  convey  a  ton  of  passengers  over  a  given  distance  of 
railway  as  it  does  to  convey  a  ton  of  minerals  for  the  same 
distance.  Unless  this  should  prove  to  be  the  case,  and  indeed 
unless  not  only  the  first  but  also  the  latter  supposition  should 
prove  to  be  correct,  it  will  be  evident  that  we  have  good 
reason  for  demanding  something  more  effectual  than  at  present 
exists  in  the  way  of  railway  audit. 

The  two  elements  which  preponderate  in  determining  the 
relative  net  earnings  of  the  passenger  and  the  mineral  traffic, 
are,  first  the  proportion  of  non-paying  to  paying  load  per  ton  in 
each  case;  and  secondly,  the  speed  of  transit.  There  are 
minor  elements  to  which  we  shall  also  have  to  refer,  of  which 
the  question  of  the  relative  wear  and  tear  of  permanent  way 
by  the  movement  of  engines  and  vehicles  of  different  weight  is 


364  Hallway  Profits  and  Railway/  Losses.  April, 

perhaps  the  most  important.  But  the  first  and  most  urgent 
consideration  is  that  of  the  proportion  of  earning  and  non- 
earning  weight  carried ;  or,  in  ordinary  mercantile  language, of 
the  tare  to  the  net  load. 

The  gross  work  done  in  the  conveyance  of  passengers  is  not 
easy  to  ascertain  from  the  imperfect  statistics  of  the  General 
Keport     This  obscurity,  however,  is  not  to  be  laid  to  the 
charge  of  the  reporter.     The  returns  to  be  made  by  the 
railway  companies  are  prescribed  by  the  31  and  32  Victoria, 
cap.  119,  known  as  the  *  Regulation  of  Railways  Act;'  andit 
is  thus  at  the  door  of  the  Legislature  that  the  imperfect  state 
of  the  returns,  both  from  a  commercial  and  from  a  scientific 
point  of  view,  must  be  directly  laid.     If  the  ton-mileage  of  the 
trains  had  been  tabulated,  as  in  the  French  railway  accounts, 
instead  of  the  train-mileage,  which  is  an  almost  useless  detail, 
it  would  be  easy  to  arrive  at  definite  and  valuable  information 
on  this  subject.      It  is,  indeed,  possible   to  form,  from  the 
weight  and  capacity  of  the  various  carriages,  from  the  propor- 
tionate number  of  the  three  classes  of  passengers,  and  from  the 
maximum  rate  of  fares  charged  for  each,  an  outside  estimate 
-of  the  earning  capacity  of  a  passenger  train.     It  is,  as  we  shall 
see,  a  very  high  capacity.     But  it  has  to  be  corrected,  in  prao- 
iice,  by  two  distinct  elements  of  reduction.     One  is  the  lower- 
ing of  fares  which  is  made  by  means  of  return  tickets,  season 
tickets,  and  diminutions  of  charge  made  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
jcouraging  traflSc ;  the  other  is  the  number  of  empty  seats  in 
a  passenger  train.     The  latter  element  of  disturbance  varies 
extremely.     Mr.  R.  F.  Fairlie  tabulates  the  average  number 
of  seats  occupied  in  a  carriage  at  10^  to  38  seats  offered,* 
giving  a  useful  employment  of  only  between  27  and  28  pff 
cent,  of  the  carriage  accommodation.     The  grounds  of  uiis 
estimate  are  not  given.     On  the  Chemin  de  Fer  de  TOuest, 
however,  the  relation  of  seats  occupied  to  seats  provided  is 
returned  at  28  per  cent,  on  the  old  network,  and  19  per  cent, 
on  the  new.     No  annual  returns  of  this  nature  are  made  on  the 
English  railways.     It  must  be  remarked  that  if  it  be  the  rule 
on  our  railways  to  run  so  large  a  proportion  of  empty  carriages, 
it  only  proves  that  the  superintendents  of  traffic  exercise  a 
very  different  degree  of  vigilance  from  that  with  which  the 
coach-masters  and  horse-masters  of  our  former  road-traffic  were 
accustomed   to   watch   the   daily  workings  of  their  vehicles. 
With  the  knowledge  derived  from  long  experience,  and  the 
ready  facility  for  giving  notice  of  any  unusual  demand  afforded 

♦  Battle  of  the  Gauges.     Table  at  p.  144. 
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by  the  electric  telegraph,  there  can  be  no  excuse  for  an 
habitual  running  of  three-parts-empty  trains.  If  such  neglect 
actually  occur,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  shareholders,  it  forms 
another  indication  that  the  value  of  the  railway  property  of  the 
country  has  been  greatly  depreciated  by  the  entrusting  of  the 
control  of  the  traffic  to  officers  independent  of  the  engineer- in- 
chief  of  each  line.  Station-masters  are  naturally  anxious  to 
have,  on  all  occasions,  plenty  of  room  and  no  trouble.  The 
effect  of  this  free-handed  conduct  on  dividend  is  a  matter  that 
has  become  only  too  evident ;  although  it  requires  the  careful 
calculations  of  the  engineer  to  bring  the  cause  into  full  day- 
light 
^  The    early    first-class    carriages,'    Mr.    Colbum    states, 

*  weighed  3^  tons ;  to  hold  six  passengers  in  each  compart- 

*  ment,  or  eighteen  in  all.'  We  may  correct  this  statement  by 
the  remark  that  the  earliest  pattern  of  mail  carriage  on  the 
London  and  Birmingham  Line  only  seated  twelve  passengers ; 
four  in  each  compartment,  or  eight  in  two  centre  compart- 
ments and  four   m  two   coupes.     *  Railway  carriages  have 

*  since  been  increased  in  weight  to  5^  tons  and  5}  tons.'  The 
capacity  has  been  increased  from  462  feet  to  1,000  feet. 
With  carriages  of  this  class  the  seats  provided  may  be  taken 
at  eighteen  for  the  first-class,  thirty-two  for  the  second,  and 
often  at  forty  for  the  third.  These  weights  and  capacities 
would  give  net  loads  respectively  of  17,  27,  and  31  per  cent, 
when  the  carriages  were  full. 

On  the  Metropolitan  Railway,  which  is  an  example  of  a 
passenger  line  par  excellence^  the  first-class*  carriages  were 
originally  constructed  to  seat  twenty-four  passengers ;  each  car- 
riage weighing  7  tons  2  cwt.  A  second-class  carriage,  on  the 
same  line,  with  a  dead  weight  of  7  tons  4  cwt,  seated  forty  per- 
sons. On  the  North  London  Linef  the  economy  of  dead  weight 
is  more  considerable.  A  first-class  carriage,  weighing  7  tons 
15  cwt,  will  seat  thirty-six  passengers ;  a  second-class,  weighing 
7  tons  18^  cwt,  will  seat  fifty  passengers.  This  woidd  give 
respectively  18  and  26  per  cent  of  paying,  to  82  and  74  per 
cent  of  dead,  load  in  the  former  case,  and  21  and  30  per  cent, 
of  net  weight,  to  79  and  70  per  cent,  of  tare,  in  the  latter,  when 
the  seats  are  all  filled.  The  crowding  of  the  vehicles,  especially 
at  certain  hours,  is  well  known  to  the  frequenters  of  the  lines 
in  question. 

The  proportionate  number  of  the  different  classes  of  passen- 
gers is  a  point  as  to  which  positive  information  can  be  derived 

•  Locomotive  Engineering,  p.  305.  f  Ibid.  p.  800. 
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from  the  Board  of  Trade  Ketums.  The  relative 
of  first,  second,  and  third-class  passengers,  in  1873, 
fifteen,  and  twenty-six.  If  the  carriages  were  filled,  the  rdar 
tive  proportion  of  the  weight  of  passengers  to  that  ^  curiigeft 
would  be  29  to  71.  If  only  half  full,  tJie  net,  or  pajiag, 
weight  would  be  16^  to  83:|^  tare.  Some  addition  to  the  tare 
is  due  to  the  use,  in  many  cases,  of  break- vans ;  but  agsnst 
that  must  be  set  tlie  income  from  parcels  and  light  merchuidisd 
carried  by  passenger  trains. 

The  relative  proportions  of  different  classes  of  passoigeis 
above  given,  at  the  original  fares  of  '6d.  2d.  and  \d.  re»- 
pectively,  give  a  mean  passenger-fare  of  1*33  penny  per  mile, 
or  twenty  pence  per  passenger-ton-mile  net  weight.  Yarioos 
reductions  are  made,  a.s  we  have  said,  by  difierent  companies, 
on  the  maximum  legal  fares^  of  which  the  details  are  not 
readily  accessible.  If,  however,  we  allow  an  average  redue- 
tion  of  one- third  of  the  maximum  legal  fares  over  all  the  pas- 
senger traffic,  we  can  hardly  be  thought  to  under- estimate  tkc 
reduction  actually  effected.  This  would  bring  down  the  av^ige 
&re  per  passenger-mile  to  '89  pence,  and  the  average  retom 
per  passenger-ton,  net,  to  l3*3  pence.  M.  de  Franqueville 
gives  the  higher  estimate  of  1*23  pence  per  passenger-mile,* 
which  is  equivalent  to  18*57  pence  per  passenger-ton-mile; 
but  we  think  that  he  does  not  make  sufficient  allowance 
for  the  practical  reduction  of  the  maximum  fares.  At  all 
events  our  error,  if  any,  is  on  the  safe  side,  as  the  less  the 
actual  reduction  the  more  conclusive  does  our  ai^ument  be- 
come. 

On  the  supposition  that  only  half  the  seats  in  the  trains 
are  filled  by  passengers,  it  results  that  the  earning  per  ton- 
mile  gross  of  passenger  traffic  is  2*227  pence.  This  is  allowing 
for  a  reduction  of  one-third  on  legal  fare,  and  for  a  manage- 
ment sufficiently  lax  to  allow  the  running  of  twice  the  number 
of  carriages  absolutely  necessary  for  the  traffic.  That  this 
estimate  is  not  unduly  favourable  to  passenger  traffic  may  be 
seen  by  reference  to  unexceptionable  authorities.  In  a  report 
made,  in  August  1838,  to  the  directors  of  the  Great  Western 
Railway,  Mr.  Brunei  gives  comparative  weights  of  the  Great 
Western  and  London  and  North- Western  first-class  carrif^es-f 
Reduced  to  a  percentage,  the  figures  here  given  show  that 
the  latter,  when  full,  carried  23  per  cent,  of  net,  to  77  of  dead 
weight ;  the  former  25  net,  to  75  tare.     Seven  years  lAter,t 

■  — ^-^— — ^-^^    ■        -    -         ■      -.--■-.     __  —  _■_       _  — ^  i__,  _   _    _,     ■■    — -^^^^^"^ 

♦  Regime  des  Travaux  Publics  en  Angleterre,  tome  ii.  p.  441. 
f  Lite  of  Isambard  Kingdom  Brunei,  p.  530.  \  Ibid.  p.  120. 
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when  the  weight  of  the  Great  Western  carriages  had  beeu 
increased  from  5  tons  14  cwt.,  for  four-wheeled,  and  6  tons 
11  cwt,  for  six-wheeled,  to  7  tons  16  cwt.,  the  tare  was  reduced 
to  76  per  cent,  for  first,  and  to  62  per  cent  for  second-class 
carriages,  when  fulL  These  were  the  broad-gauge  carriages 
as  modified  by  the  experience  of  the  Great  Western  rapid  rate 
of  travelling ;  and  the  reduction  of  useless  weight  in  proportion 
to  paying  weight  explains  the  low  rate  of  working  expenses 
maintained  at  that  time  on  the  line.  On  the  Metropolitan 
Railway,  we  have  shown  that,  according  to  data  supplied  by 
Mr.  Zerah  Colburn,*  the  net  load  of  the  first-class  carriages 
was  18  per  cent.,  and  that  of  the  second  26  per  cent.  On  the  . 
North  London  line,  with  the  newest  and  heaviest  carriages  the  , 
net  loads  were  respectively  21  and  30  per  cent,  of  the  gross. 
Our  allowance  of  16*75  per  cent,  is  thus  very  far  within  the 
actual  capacity  of  lines  of  well-developed  traffic  If  we  state 
the  amount  of  tare,  or  non-paying  weight  that  goes  to  the 
transport  of  each  passenger,  averaging  150  lbs.,  in  pounds 
avoirdupois,  on  the  above  lines,  the  result  is  as  follows.  In  the 
London  and  Birmingham  first-class  coach  of  1838,  481  lbs. ; 
Great  Western,  1838,  450  lbs.;  Metropolitan,  1875  (when  the 
carriages  were  about  double,  in  weight  and  in  contents,  of  the 
figures  already  cited  from  Mr.  Colbum),  first-class,  600  lbs. ; 
second-class,  400  lbs. ;  North  London,  1871,  first-class,  519  lbs., 
second-class,  382  lbs.;  Great  Western,  1845,  first-class,  545  lbs., 
second-class,  232  lbs.  The  tare  of  a  train  of  twelve  carriages 
on  the  North  London  Line,  when  full,  is  given  by  Mr.  Col- 
bum at  80*3  per  cent.,  the  net  weight  being  19*3  per  cent.t 

We  will  not  assume  the  responsibility  of  stating  that  the 
railway  companies  of  the  United  Kingdom  incur  a  definitive 
pecuniary  loss  on  the  actual  working  of  their  mineral  traffic. 
On  the  face  of  such  information  as  is  furnished  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  eked  out  by  such  supplementary  details  as  we  have 
been  able  to  collect,  it  certainly  appears  that  such  is  not  far 
firom  being  the  case.  It  lies  with  those  authorities  to  disprove 
the  inference,  if  possible,  by  the  publication  of  those  details  in 
the  absence  of  which  no  railway  proprietor  can  tell  what  is  being 
done  with  his  property.  The  relative  cost  of  mineral,  merchan- 
dise, and  passenger  traffic  ought  to  be  distinguished  as  clearly  as 
the  respective  incomes  from  each  class  of  business  now  are. 
For  the  imaginary  unit  of  the  ^  train-mile '  should  be  substi- 
tuted the  intelligible  mechanical  unit  of  the  ton-mile.  The 
relative  amount  of  tare  and  net  weight,  or  the  proportion 

*  Locomotive  Engineering,  p.  305.  f  ^bid.  p.  284* 
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between  weight  of  trains  and  weight  of  freight,  should  be 
recorded  as  carefully  as  the  train  mileage  is  now  said  to  be 
returned.  If  it  be  said  that  the  accounts  of  the  companies  are 
not  kept  in  such  a  mode  as  to  render  these  returns  attainable, 
the  reply  is  that,  in  that  case,  the  returns  are  inefficiently  kept 
No  great  carrier,  contractor,  or  man  of  business,  working  for 
himself,  would  allow  the  very  sources  of  his  profit  to  remain 
matters  of  doubt.  We  more  than  question  whether,  if  the 
general  control  of  our  railways  had  been  entrusted  to  the  care 
of  the  men  who  made  them,  such  as  Mr.  Stephenson  and  Mr. 
Brunei,  any  hesitation  would  have  been  now  possible  on  points 
of  such  vital  interest.  Economy  of  power,  and  thus  economy 
of  cost,  is  the  first  object  of  the  engineer.  He  is  therefore 
ever  on  the  look-out  for  statistical  facts  that  may  verify  or 
control  his  calculations,  and  would  be  unlikely  to  work  on 
for  thirty  or  forty  years  in  ignorance  of  important  details  of 
cost. 

But  even  supposing  that  any  elements  have  eluded  our 
investigation;  that  such  elements  tended  all  to  modify  the 
result  in  the  same  direction ;  and,  yet  again,  that  that  direc- 
tion was  in  favour  of  the  heavy  as  against  the  light  traffic  of 
our  railways ;  the  shifting  of  even   one   or  two  millions  of 

{)Ounds  sterling  from  one  scale  into  the  other  would  have  but 
ittle  effect  as  to  our  general  position.  If  instead  of  causing  a 
loss,  the  mineral  traffic  causeu  a  small  net  return  on  the  work- 
ing expenses,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  is  advantageous  to  the 
companies.  The  increase  of  capital  which  has  been  incurred 
in  order  to  carry  on  the  heavy  traffic,  has  also  to  be  taken  into 
account.  We  have  to  consider,  not  only  the  net  earnings,  b  ut 
the  capital  over  which  these  earnings  have  to  be  distributed  by 
way  of  dividend. 

We  have  regarded  the  railway  system  of  England,  in  the 
year  1876,  as  in  a  state  of  transition.  We  can  look  back  to  a 
period  when  our  railways  paid  some  ten  per  cent,  to  the  share- 
holders. The  enormous  development  of  speculation  which  the 
perception  of  this  fact  occasioned,  in  1845,  led  to  the  hasty 
construction  of  many  lines  that  were  at  all  events  premature. 
But  it  was  the  expectation  of  those  best  versed  in  the  subject 
that  traffic  would  increase  with  time  ;  and  that,  with  increase 
of  traffic,  we  might  fairly  expect  a  return  to  our  old  rate  of 
profit.  Traffic  has  increased,  even  beyond  our  anticipations. 
How  is  it  that  the  net  return,  which  in  1858  was  3'75  per 
cent,  on  the  capital,  was  no  more  than  4*14  on  the  capital  in 
1874? 

We  believe  that  the  reply  to  this  question  is  to  be  sought 
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in  the  analysis  of  the  traffic  carried  on  by  the  companies, 
rather  than  by  looking  at  its  gross  amount.  The  average  re^ 
ceipt  per  open  mile  of  railway  in  England  has  increased  by  one- 
fourth  since  1858.  As  the  expenses  incurred  in  earning  that 
receipt  are  partly  constant  and  partly  variable,  we  might  have 
anticipated  an  addition  of  considerably  more  than  25  per  cent,  to 
the  rate  of  dividend,  instead  of  the  actual  10  per  cent.  But 
when  we  see  how  this  increase  of  income,  which  is  from  3,006/. 
to  4,142/.  per  mile,  has  been  made  up,  we  find  that  the  mineral 
traffic  has  more  than  tripled,  while  the  passenger  traffic  has  only 
doubled.  This  is  the  outcome  of  Tables  I.  and  II.  in  Captain 
Tyler's  Report,  and  is  based  on  receipts.  As  to  work  actually 
p^ormed,  it  will  be  found,  on  examining  Table  No.  VIL 
of  the  same  Report,  that  the  mineral  tonnage  has  quadrupled, 
while  the  number  of  passengers  has  only  tripled.  In  the 
absence  of  the  ton-mile  return,  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether 
this  discrepancy  arises  from  the  lowering  of  the  rates  of  charge, 
or  from  other  causes.  But  in  any  case  it  is  clear  that  what  we 
regard  as  the  costly,  or  non-paying,  traffic  has  increased  in  a 
much  more  rapid  proportion  than  tibe  passenger  traffic  ;  and  we 
thus  have  a  definite  explanation  of  the  want  of  elasticity  in  the 
rate  of  dividend.* 

We  do  not  attempt  now  to  determine  how  far  the  average 
condition  of  the  railways  of  the  United  Kingdom  has  advanced 
towards  the  time  when  it  will  become  necessary  either  to 
abandon  a  portion  of  the  heavy  traffic,  or  to  double  the  lines 
of  way.  That  such  is  the  prospect  before  us  no  competent 
witness  will,  we  imagine,  deny.  Our  object  is  not  recrimination, 
but  reconsideration.  It  is  not  whether  the  traffic  of  1875  haa 
been  conducted  on  the  best  principles  or  no  that  concerns  us. 
We  look  to  the  dividends  to  be  earned  during  the  remainder  of 
the  century.  Sooner  or  later  the  practical  question.  Will  it  pay 
to  lay  down  separate  lines  of  railway  for  mineral  traffic  ?  must 
be  solved.  As  far  as  the  information  before  us  goes,  the  pro- 
prietors  of  railway  property  will  enjoy  a  more  lucrative  trade 
if  they  allow  water-carriage  fair  play.  We  have  to  adduce  a 
few  facts  in  support  of  that  opinion. 

The  comparative  mileage  of  mineral  and  passenger  traffic, 
on  the  railways  of  the  United  Kingdom,  may  be  estimated,  on 
the  data  referred  to  in  these  pages,  at  9,000  and  2,500  millions 
of  ton-miles  gross  respectively.     We  have  allowed,  as  we  shall 

*  Beoeiptfl  from  minerals    .  1858  £4,046,061;  1873,  £12.605,462 ;  Bep.  p.  14. 

Becdptfl  from  passcDgers  ,,     £11,697,904;      „     £23,853,892;  ibid. 

Tonnage  of  roinerala      .  „        25,654,620;      „      112,618,698;  ibid.,  p.  15. 

Passenger  journeys        .  „      139,141,137;      „      455,820,188 ;  ibid. 
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show^  for  the  difference  of  cost  between  slow  and  fast  traffic^  a 
percentage  equivalent  to  the  additional  cost  incurred  by  trebling 
the  apeeoL  It  is  probable  that  this  is  considerably  in  excesB 
of  the  real  difference*  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  time  spent 
in  shunting,  and  in  waiting  in  sidings  for  the  passage  of  feist 
trains,  has  to  be  taken  into  account.  If,  therefore,  we  still  use, 
as  an  approxinmdon,  the  proportion  of  3  to  1,  we  find  tfait 
the  lines  are  occupied  by  the  mineral  traffic  for  ten  hours,  for 
every  hour  that  they  are  occupied  by  passenger  traffic.  Finan- 
cially considered,  therefore,  the  fixed  annual  charges  of  the  rail- 
ways ought  to  be  debited  to  the  mineral  traffic  in  a  far  larger 
proportion  than  to  the  passenger  traffic.  It  is  possible,  of  course, 
to  divide  the  coaching,  from  the  mineral  traffic,  expenses.  Bat 
in  the  absence  of  accounts  we  can  only  point  out  broad  and  an*^ 
mistakable  facts.  As  far  as  the  capacity  of  our  lines  for  fast 
traffic  is  concerned,  it  is  clear  that  it  would  be  increased  in 
something  like  a  tenfold  ratio  by  the  simple  expedient  of 
ceasing  to  carry  minerals  at  a  slow  speed.  Or,  in  other  words, 
the  possible  net  earnings  of  a  passenger  line  would  be,  on  this 
score  alone,  tenfold  those  of  a  mineral  line. 

Something  of  the  same  disproportion  exists  as  to  the  rolling 
stock.  Out  of  379,899  vehicles  on  the  railways  of  the  United 
Kingdom  in  1874, only  35,127  were  attached  to  passenger  trains. 
A  very  similar  proportion  is  found  to  prevail  on  the  Chemin  de 
Fer  du  Nord.  The  passenger  carriages  are  more  costly  than 
the  goods  trucks.  But  the  passenger  carriages  are  always 
running ;  while  the  goods  trucks,  under  the  most  favourable 
conditions,  are  less  than  half  their  time  in  motion ;  and  the 
mineral  trucks  perhaps  not  one-sixth  of  their  time. 

If  it  be  the  case,  then,  that  the  mineral  traffic  gives  a  net 
return  per  ton  equal  to  the  highest  figure  that  the  most  san- 
guine manager  can  suggest,  it  is  no  less  true  that  the  capital 
required  in  order  to  conduct  it  is  so  large,  in  proportion  to  that 
required  for  the  light  traffic,  that  the  ultimate  financial  result 
is  disastrous.  M.  De  Franqueville  gives  figures  which  make 
the  average  cost  of  our  canals  less  than  4,000/.  per  mile.  The 
capital  of  the  Birmingham  Canal,  with  its  magnificent  works, 
does  not  exceed  7,000/.  per  mile.  When  we  contrast  this  wiA 
the  37,000/.  per  mile  of  our  railways,  and  estimate  how  much 
of  this  large  sum  must  fairly  be  charged  to  the  mineral  traffic, 
we  can  understand  how  it  is  that  the  Aire  and  Calder  Naviga- 
tion Company  can  make  a  profit  out  of  a  charge  for  towage  of 
•125  of  a  penny  per  ton-mile,  while  the  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany must  incur  serious  loss  by  a  charge  for  carriage  of  three 
times  that  amount. 
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The  relative  cost-  of  conducting  the  fast  and  slow  traffic  of 
nulways  is  a  subject  on  which  information  is  by  no  means 
readily  accessible.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
throws  no  light  whatever  on  the  question ;  owing  to  its  omission 
to  state  those  elemcAts  of  work  performed  which  are  needful 
for  an  analvsis  of  the  real  cost  of  working.  The  general  idea 
of  educated  men  is,  probably,  that  the  increase  of  cost  bears 
some  close  relation  to  that  of  speed.  Thus,  when  we  find  that, 
on  the  great  French  lines,  the  conveyance  of  a  ton  of  passen- 
gers earns  for  the  company  fourteen  or  fifteen  tunes  as  much 
as  the  conveyance  of  a  ton  of  goods  for  an  equal  distance,  the 
common  inference  may  well  be  that  the  cost  of  conveyance  is 
proportionately  different.  Again,  it  is  an  accepted  rule  that 
the  resistance  of  the  atmosphere  to  the  passage  of  a  train  is 
proportionate  to  the  square  of  the  velocity  of  the  train.  In 
ocean-going  steamers,  as  we  learn  from  Mr.  Brassey's  recent 
pamphlet,*  an  increase  of  speed  from  11  to  12^  knots  per  hour, 
in  the  cases  of  the  ^  Achilles,'  the  ^  Bellerophon,'  the  ^  Her- 
'  cules,'  and  the  ^  Monarch,'  involved  an  additional  expenditiure 
of  fuel  to  the  extent  of  47^  per  cent.  By  the  French  naval 
engineers,  the  resistance  at  sea  is  calculated  by  multiplying  the 
maximum  immersed  cross  section  of  the  vessel  by  the  cube  of 
the  velocity-  The  subject,  therefore,  is  one  that  demands 
analysis. 

The  proportionate  cost  of  the  working  of  any  line  of  railway 
is  only  very  roughly  represented  by  a  statement  of  the  per- 
centage of  cost.  For  the  purposes  of  dividend  such  a  state- 
ment may  perhaps  be  adequate.  But  in  order  to  know  how 
honestly,  or  how  ably,  that  dividend  has  been  earned,  some- 
thing more  is  requisite. 

Railway  costs,  in  fact,  are  of  two  entirely  different  orders. 
One  group  of  items  of  expenditure  is  fixed ;  and  is  only  in- 
directly affected  by  variations  (within  certain  limits)  of  the 
amount  of  traffic.  Another  group  is  a  direct  function  of  the 
traffic.  Thus  in  the  railway  lines  from  Paris  to  Lyons  and 
the  Mediterranean  separate  accounts  are  kept  for  the  old  and 
the  new  network.  The  traffic  on  the  old  network  is  three 
times  as  heavy  as  that  on  the  new ;  the  figures  for  the  year 
1872  giving  a  receipt  of  4,308/.  per  mile  in  the  former  system, 
against  937/.  per  mile  on  the  latter.  This  is  a  considerably 
greater  difference  than  that  between  the  average  earnings  of 
the  English  and  the  Irish  railways.  It  results  from  this  dif- 
ference of  traffic,  that,  while  for  material  and  traction  alone, 

*  Unarmoured  Ships,  p.  8. 
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the  mean  cost  of  a  train  runninof  for  one  kilometre  on  the  new 
network  wa«  only  one  per  mille  higher  than  that  of  a  corre- 
sponding train  on  the  old,  the  total  mean  cost  of  the  former  was 
fifteen  per  cent,  higher  than  that  of  the  latter ;  but  the  gross 
earning  of  the  latter  was  only  40  per  cent,  of  that  of  the 
former.  Thus  the  net  profit  of  a  train-mile  on  the  new  lines 
was  less  than  a  third  of  that  on  the  old ;  and  the  percentages 
of  working  expenses  were  respectively  as  40  and  as  77  per 
cent 

In  the  same  way  that  we  have  to  distinguish  between  what  we 
may  call  the  line^  or  fixed,  expenses,  and  the  train,  or  variable, 
expenses,  we  must  also  distinguish  between  those  variable  ex- 
penses which  increase  with  increased  velocity  of  trains,  and 
those  which  do  not  so  increase.  The  expenses  which  increase 
are  confined  to  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  traction  and  of  main- 
tenance. More  combustibles  are  consumed  per  mile  at  a  higher 
than  at  a  lower  speed.  Greater  wear  and  tear,  both  in  rolling 
material  and  in  permanent  way,  is  caused  by  increased  speed. 
But  these  sources  of  increased  cost  are  susceptible  of  definite 
analysis.  We  shall  not  weary  our  readers  oy  carrying  this 
analysis  further  than  will  suffice  to  illustrate  the  one  point  we 
have  now  in  view,  namely,  the  relative  profit  of  passenger  and 
of  mineral  traffic. 

The  additional  cost  in  tractive  power  due  to  an  increase 
of  velocity  is  measured  by  the  consumption  of  fuel.  This 
item,  according  to  an  analysis  made  by  Mr.  Brunei  in  1848, 
was  \^  of  the  total  locomotive  cost.*  The  locomotive  cost, 
according  to  Captain  Tyler's  Report  for  1874,  is  25  per  cent  of 
the  total  cost  per  open  milcf  The  fuel  thus  forms  10'4  per 
cent  of  the  total  cost.  On  the  Chemin  de  Fer  de  I'Ouest,  the 
accounts  of  which  give  more  elaborately  instructive  details 
than  probably  those  of  any  other  line,  the  cost  of '  combustibles^ 
comes  to  1 1  '5  per  cent,  of  the  entire  expenses  of  traction  on 
the  *  ancien  reseauJ*  On  the  Great  Western  Railway,  for  the 
half-year  ending  July  31,  1875,  the  cost  of  coal  and  coke 
amounted  to  7  per  cent  of  the  total  working  expenditure. 
On  the  Metropolitan  Railway  it  is  about  8  per  cent.  Either 
determination  is  close  enough  for  our  purpose. 

The  resistances  to  the  motion  of  a  train  consist  of  three 
elements.  Of  these  the  first  is  due  to  the  running  friction  of 
the  engine  and  vehicles.  This  is  the  same  at  all  speeds.  The 
second  is  due  to  gravity,  as  represented  by  the  gradients  of 
the  line  ;  and  this  is  also  irrespective  of  speed.     The  third  is 

•  Life  of  I.  K.  Brunei,  p.  169.  f  General  Report,  p.  8. 
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due  to  atmospheric  and  some  other  resistances,  and  increases 
as  the  sqfuare  of  the  velocity.  The  total  resistance  to  a  train, 
on  an  incline  of  one  in  350,  at  fifty  miles  an  hour,  all  elements 
being  taken  into  account,  is  exactly  double  that  at  fifteen  miles 
an  hour.*  Thus,  by  more  than  trebling  the  speed  of  a  train  we 
only  add  from  7  to  11 '5  per  cent,  to  the  cost  of  running  a 
train-mUe. 

With  regard  to  wear  and  tear  we  must  remember  that  it 
is  not  velocity,  per  se,  that  has  to  be  regarded,  but  shock ;  or 
action  partly  of  the  nature  of  impact.  The  weight  of  the 
machinery  has  to  be  considered,  as  well  as  the  rapidity  of  its 
motion.  A  goods  engine,  dra^ving  a  train  of  400  tons  gross 
weight  (which  is  the  mean  weight  of  a  goods  train  on  the 
Liyons  line)  will  exert  a  more  destructive  force  on  the  com- 
plex system  of  line  and  rolling  stock  than  does  a  passenger 
engine,  with  its  mean  draught  oi  less  than  90  tons  gross  weight, 
even  if  the  latter  runs  three  times  as  fast.  For  our  present 
purpose,  therefore,  we  need  not  further  inquire  into  the  ques- 
tion of  wear  and  tear. 

With  regard  to  all  other  running  expenses,  they  are  either 
unaffected  by,  or  positively  decrease  with,  increase  of  speed. 
Thus,  on  the  Chemin  de  Fer  de  I'Ouest,  the  mean  annual  dis- 
tance  travelled  by  a  passenger  carriage  is  returned  as  more 
than  double  that  travelled  by  a  goods  waggon.  The  possible 
earnings  by  the  former,  therefore,  within  a  given  time,  are 
fifteen-fold  those  of  the  latter ;  as  the  ton  of  passengers  earns 
fifteen  times  as  much  as  that  of  goods,  and  both  the  distance 
run  and  the  tare  are  doubled.  On  our  English  lines  the 
diflference  in  the  daily  mileage  of  passenger  and  goods,  or,  at 
all  events,  mineral,  vehicles,  must  be  much  more  dispropor- 
tionate. The  return  of  the  empty  trucks  alone  would  raise 
the  ratio  to  four  to  one  against  the  mineral  trucks ;  and  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  six  to  one  would  be  nearer  the  mark. 
If  the  Board  of  Trade  had  taken  a  hint  from  any  one  of  the 
French  railway  companies  as  to  the  degree  of  information 
which  the  annual  accounts  ought  to  supply,  we  should  not  be 
left  to  approximate  induction  oh  these  important  questions. 

It  is  thus,  we  hold,  undeniable,  that  if  we  allow  10  per  cent, 
on  the  average  cost  of  the  conveyance  of  a  ton  of  gross  load, 
that  is  to  say,  of  vehicles  and  their  contents,  for  a  mile,  as  the 
increased  cost  of  a  passenger,  or  swift,  compared  with  a  goods, 
or  slow,  train,  we  shall  be  on  the  outside  of  any  possible  dif- 
ference. Further  light,  however,  is  to  be  obtained  from  the 
analysis  of  the  working  of  the  French  railways. 

♦  Locomotive  Engineering,  p.  291.     See  Table. 
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We  are  indebted  to  M.  de  Franqueville  for  the 
of  a  report  on  the  system  of  public  works  in  England, 
to  the  Minister  of  Public  Works.     We   are  not  acqnsinted 
with  any  book  in  the  English  language  which  gives  9ofhIl,&ir, 
and  lucid  an  account  of  this  important  portion  of  the  iwrfioml 
wealth.      Comprehensive  and   systematic   in   its  design,  snd 
written  in  the  clear    and  limpid  style  to  which  the  Frcwi 
language  so  readily  lends  its  phraseology,  especially  on  scientific 
subjects,  the  essay  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  engrnecrii^ 
literature   of  Europe.      The   unaccountable  ignorance  whidi 
French  writers,  highly  cultivated  in  other  respects,  so  habitoaDy 
display  of  other  tongues  than  their  own,  is  betrayed,  indeed, 
when  M.  de  Franqueville  ventures  to  give  as  technical  Eng&h 
words,  such  creations  of  his  fancy  as  *  higways,'  *  cartewajs,' 
and   *  churchways.'     It  is   extraordinary  that  neither  author 
nor   publisher  should   have   requested  some  English  man  of 
letters  to  cast  an  eye  over  the  proof  sheets  of  the  work,  so 
as  to  avoid  blots  of  this  nature.     It  is  also  to  be  regretted  that 
the  authorities  on  whom  M.  de  Franqueville  relies  are  not  so 
distinctly  quoted  as  to  admit  of  the  verification  of  many  of  his 
statements.^    As  far  as  we  have  tested  the  work,  it  could  only 
gain  in  authority  by  such  citations  ;  but  professional  men,  in 
this  country,  are  not  justified  in  accepting  results  without  foil 
knowledge  of  the  source  from  which  they  are  derived.     But 
the  chief  defect  of  the  book  is  its  failure  to  give  any  account 
of  the  great  works  of  fen  drainage  and  reclamation  which  have 
added  so  much  to  the  cultivable  area  of  our  Eastern  Counties ; 
and  in  the  execution  of  which  the  Kennies  and  other  English 
engineers  have  earned  so  proud  a  title  to  the  gratitude  of  their 
countrymen.     In  justice  to  his  own  reputation,  M.  de  Fran- 
queville should  not  rest  till  he  has  prepared  a  supplemental 
volume  on  this  very  important  part  of  the  public  works  of  the 
United  Kingdom, 

The  accounts  of  the  Chemin  de  Fer  de  I'Ouest  are  published  . 
in  the  *  Annuaire  Officiel '  in  such  minute  detail  that  but  a 
single  element  is  wantins^  in  order  to  enable  us  to  arrive  at  an 
analysis  of  the  exact  cost  per  ton-mile  of  gross  weight.  This 
element,  which  is  the  mean  weight  of  the  different  descriptions 
of  vehicles,  we  supply  (from  the  calculations  of  Mr.  PairUe)* 
at  5'6  tons  for  the  passenger,  and  5*1  tons  for  the  goods  vehicle. 
On  this  basis  we  find  that  the  cost  of  carrying  a  ton  of 
gross  weight  for  a  kilometre  of  distance,  all  expenses  except  the 
Government  taxes   included,   was    1'561  centimes,  in   1872. 
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He  result  of  a  distribution  of  cost,  which  allows  10  per  cent, 
■for  increased  speed  of  the  passenger  trains,  shows  that  the 
traffic  h  grande  vitesse  earned  78  per  cent,  profit,  while  the 
traffic  ^  petite  vitesse  earned  35  per  cent  profit.  These  ratios 
are  independent  of  certain  fixed  charges,  which  do  not  form 
part  of  the  working  expenditure,  strictly  so  called.  This  rate 
of  profit  is  calculated  on  the  receipts.  If  we  calculate  the 
proportion  in  relation  to  the  expenditure,  the  passenger  net 
profit  is  3*54  times  the  expenditure;  the  merchandise  net 
profit  is  '54  times  the  expenditure ;  the  former  being  thus  seven 
times  as  profitable  as  the  latter. 

Although  the  Chemin  de  Fer  de  I'Ouest  has  been  selected 
as  affording  the  fullest  detail  of  working  expenditure,  it  must 
not  be  regarded  as  an  exceptional  line.  The  average  cost  per 
kilometric  ton  on  five  of  the  principal  French  lines  approaches 
very  closely  to  that  which  we  have  taken  above.  On  the 
Nord,  which  has  the  command  of  a  supply  of  fuel  from  the 
Belgian  coal-fields,  this  cost  is,  as  might  be  expected,  the 
lowest.  On  this  line  the  price  for  the  conveyance  of  coals  is 
3'59  centimes  per  net  kilometric  ton.  The  ordinary  tare  of  the 
merchandise  traffic  on  this  line  is  59  per  cent,  to  41  per  cent, 
net  load.  The  heavy  ti'affic  down  from  Paris  is  only  46  per 
cent,  of  the  heavy  traffic  up  to  Paris.  As  the  coal  trucks 
must  return  empty,  there  can  be  no  reason  for  rating  the  tare 
of  the  coal  trains  at  less  than  that  of  the  average  heavy  traffic. 
On  this  calculation  the  Chemin  de  Fer  du  Nord  makes  a  net 
profit  of  one-tenth  of  a  centime  per  kilometric  ton  on  the  gross 
load  of  its  mineral  trains,  being  the  equivalent  of  •035rf.  per 
ton  per  mile  of  mineral;  a  result  not  inconsistent  with  our 
previous  estimate  of  the  real  value  of  our  own  mineral  traffic. 

M.  de  Franqueville  estimates  the  mean  goods  tariff  on  the 
railways  of  the  United  Kingdom  at  21  per  cent,  higher  than 
that  of  the  French  lines.  He  states  that  the  proportion  of 
working  cost  to  gross  revenue,  which  in  1864  was  at  the  same 
rate  of  47  per  cent,  in  France  and  in  England,  has  remained 
almost  stationary  in  the  former  country,*  while  in  the  latter  it 
has  risen  to  56  per  cent.  In  1872  the  mean  cost  of  carrying 
a  ton  of  gross  weight  for  a  kilometre  of  distance,  on  five 
principal  French  lines,  was  1*63  centimes.  To  this  price,  in 
order  to  arrive  at  a  comparison  with  the  cost  of  a  ton-mile 
gross  in  England,  we  must  add  first  the  21  per  cent,  due  to 
the  higher  rates  in  the  latter  country,  and  then  the  18  per 
cent  due  to  the  different  rates  of  expenditure  to  income.     We 

*  Da  Regime  des  Travanx  Publics  en  Angleterre,  tome  ii.  p.  416. 
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thus  arrive  at  a  price  of  '36  of  a  penny  per  ton-mile  gross,  for 
the  heavy  traffic  ;  and  "39  of  a  penny  for  the  passenger  traffic. 
The  charge  of  the  Midland  Railway  for  the  carriage  of  coil 
{in  colliery  waggons)  for  181  miles,  is  lOs.  3d. ;  which  is  at  the 
rate  of  '68  of  a  penny  per  ton-mile  net,  or  '292  of  a  penny  per 
ton-mile  gross,  including  return  of  empty  waggons.  This 
gives  a  net  loss  of  seven-hundredths  of  a  penny  per  ton-mile, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  effect  of  this  heavy  traffic  on  the  life  of 
the  rails. 

We  arrive  by  synthesis  at  a  result  very  close  to  that  at- 
tained by  the  most  exact  analysis  for  which  we  have  data.  In 
the  year  1844  Mr.  Brunei  made  a  careful  investigation  of  the 
relative  cost  of  locomotive  and  stationary  power,*  with  the 
result  that  the  cost  of  the  Great  Western  engines  was  four 
times  that  of  the  best  Cornish  stationary  engines,  per  horse 
power.  The  total  cost  of  the  former  was  estimated  at  '0182 
of  a  penny,  coke  being  at  21*.  per  ton.  We  must  double  this 
estimate  to  allow  for  the  rise  of  prices  since  1844.  The  rate  of 
speed  seriously  affects  any  estimate  based  on  the  consumption 
of  fuel ;  and  no  published  data  exist  for  arriving  at  the  average 
velocity  of  railway  trains,  or  at  the  average  •  of  the  gradients 
over  which  they  run.  At  a  speed  of  between  twenty-two  and 
twenty-three  miles  per  hour,  on  a  level  line,  the  resistance  to 
the  motion  of  a  train  amounts,  according  to  the  data  supplied 
by  Mr.  Colbum,t  to  a  figure  equal  to  2*64  ordinary  units  of 
horse  power.  This  gives  a  total  cost,  taking  locomotive  ex- 
penditure as  one-fourth  of  total  expenditure,  of  '386  of  a  penny 
per  ton-mile  gross  at  the  stated  velocity ;  which  is  within  aboat 
6  per  cent,  of  the  result  arrived  at  by  analysis,  from  the  ex- 
perience of  the  French  lines.  There  is  thus  good  reason  for 
concluding  that  the  price  calculated  is  not  very  wide  of  the 
mark. 

If  we  assume,  then,  that  the  railway  traffic  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  in  the  year  1873,  was  carried  on  under  conditions 
similar  to  those  which  we  have  found  to  prevail  on  the  Chemin 
de  Fer  de  I'Ouest,  we  shall  arrive  at  the  following  results : — 

The  gross  passenger  revenue  of  23*754  millions  sterling, 
•carried  on  at  a  profit  of  78  per  cent.,  earned  a  net  profit  of 
18*528  millions,  by  an  expenditure  of  5*226  millions. 

The  gross  merchandise  revenue  of  19*216  millions,  carried 
on  at  a  profit  of  35  per  cent.,  earned  a  profit  of  6*725  millions, 
by  an  expenditure  of  12*491  millions. 


♦  Life  of  I.  K.  Brunei,  p.  166. 
f  Locomotive  Engineering,  p.  290. 
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In  order  to  make  up  the  total  net  profit  of  the  year,  which 
amounted  to  25*615  millions  sterling,  there  must  have  been,  on 
the  above  calculation,  a  net  profit  of  362,000/.  earned  by  the 
expenditure  of  12*240  millions  on  the  mineral  traflSc ;  being  at 
the  rate  of  less  than  3  per  cent,  on  the  expenditure  on  the  same. 
Allowance  has  been  made  in  the  above  calculation  for  10  per 
cent  additional  passenger  cost  on  account  of  higher  speed. 
Although  these  figures  are  only  approximate,  it  will  not  be 
possible  very  materially  to  alter  their  relative  value,  as  they 
are  checked  by  the  rate  of  dividend.  -  They  are  such  as  to  leave 
but  little  doubt  that  the  mineral  traflSc  is  carried  on  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  net  profit  of  the  lines. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  show  that  one  great  cause  of 
railway  extravagance  in  working,  the  excessive  amount  .of  tare, 
may  be  avoided  by  a  return  to  the  36  or  30-inch  gauge  of  the 
tramways  which  have  been  superseded  by  railways.  After 
mature  consideration  we  are  unable  to  adopt  this  view. 
Founded  on  theory,  or  at  best  on  special  cases  of  experiment, 
it  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  experience  acquired  during 
fifty  years  of  actual  practice.  The  railway  system  of  to-day  is 
not  a  creation,  but  a  growth.  Nor  is  it  a  growth  of  wila  or 
spontaneous  nature.  Its  earliest  stages  were  directed  and 
stimulated  by  the  keen,  though  honourable,  rivalry  of  two 
men,  of  whom  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  they  have  not  left 
their  like  behind  them.  Engineers,  and  the  sons  of  engineers, 
Robert  Stephenson  and  Isambard  Brunei  each  united  the 
practical  with  the  scientific  knowledge  of  his  profession  in  a 
manner  almost  peculiar  to  himself.  The  first  had  more  mecha- 
nical experience,  and  thus  most  closely  adhered  to  the  old 
colliery  system  of  locomotion.  The  second  had  the  more 
fertile  imagination,  schooled  by  a  higher  class  of  professional 
edacation,  and  thus  produced  the  greatest  novelties.  To  the 
introduction  of  the  broad  gauge  by  Brunei  we  owe,  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  the  speedy  railway  travelling.  While  the  cost 
and  loss  of  time  occasioned  by  change  of  vehicles,  especially 
for  goods,  has  enforced  the  adoption  of  a  single  gauge  tnrough- 
out  Great  Britain,  there  may  yet  be  some  reasons  to  hold  that 
the  engineer  of  the  Great  Western  was  the  man  who  most 
wisely  provided  for  the  traflBc  of  the  future.  Indeed  the  only 
thing  which  leaves  this  matter  in  doubt  is  the  fact  that  it  is 
diflScult  to  ascertain  with  certitude  how  much  of  the  superior 
economy  with  which  the  Great  Western  line  has  always  been 
worked  is  due  to  the  unrivalled  excellence  of  its  gradients,  and 
how  much  to  the  anxiety  with  which  Mr.  Brunei  endeavoured 
to  limit  to  the  utmost  the  useless  load,  both  in  engine  and  in 
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train.  It  is  to  experiments  carried  on  by  Mr.  Goocb^  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Brunei,  that  we  owe  most  of  what  we  tmow 
of  the  relative  resistance  of  trains  at  different  velocities  andoi 
different  gradients ;  and  the  demonstration  of  the  disadvantage 
at  which  a  locomotive  engine  works  as  compared  to  a  stationarj 
engine,  when  diily  fitted  for  its  duty.  The  rivalry  that  arose 
between  the  jbroad  and  narrow  gauge  systems  was  such  as  to 
ensure  that  perfect  fair  play  would  be  given  to  any  practical 
proposal  to  reduce  the  tare  weight  of  trains  by  the  use  of  light 
engines  or  carriages. 

The  whole  experience  of  railway  working,  however,  W 
tended  in  the  opposite  direction.  Nor  is  this  the  case  u 
regards  public  traffic  alone.  When  the  great  lines  of  railwiy 
were  in  course  of  construction,  the  first  contractors  who  under- 
took them  were  men  who  had  gained  their  experience  oa 
canals.  They  had,  in  many  cases,  plant  in  hand  with  whidi 
they  set  to  work  in  the  first  instance — small  wagons,  each 
holding  about  three-quarters  of  a  cubic  yard,  running  on  light 
rails,  and  as  handy  as  wheel-barrows,  both  to  fill  and  to  empty. 
But  the  cost  of  hauling  and  repairing  these  little  waggons  was 
fio  far  in  excess  of  that  of  larger  and  stronger  vehicles,  that  in 
a  very  short  time  the  old  canal  plant  was  cast  aside,  and  all  the 
great  contractors  adopted,  as  the  most  economical  means  of 
executing  their  work,  large  waggons,  holding  at  least  two  and 
a  half  cubic  yards  apiece,  with  wrought-iron  wheels,  and 
running  on  the  56^  inch  gauge.  Thus  apart  from  any  theory, 
and  often  when  only  horse  power  was  used,  the  experience  of 
all  our  great  railway  contractors  is  conclusive  as  to  the  fact 
that  it  proved  to  be  cheaper  to  work  on  a  56  J  inch  gauge  than 
on  a  36  inch  gauge,  even  when  the  change  involved  the  sacri- 
fice of  existing  plant. 

The  whole  working  plant  of  the  English  railways  has  been 
gradually  made  stouter  and  heavier.     *  It  was  found  that  the 

*  old  carriages  suffered  the  most  in  cases  of  collision,  and  it 

*  became  essential,  with  the  increase  of  speed  and  length  of 

*  trains,  to  add  very  much  to  the  size,  strength,  and  wei^t  of 

*  the  carriages.'*  We  have  mentioned  the  gradual  advance 
in  the  weight  of  the  passenger  carriages ;  and  shown  that  this 
increase  of  weight  has  been  accompanied  by  a  decrease  of  tare. 
The  first-class,  the  composite,  and  the  second  and  third-class 
carriages  now  used  by  the  Metropolitan  Railway  Company, 
weigh  respectively  15,  14'75,  and  14*25  tons,  and  seat  48,  64, 
and  80  passengers. 
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So  a^n  with  regard  to  the .  gradual  development  of  the 
locomotive  engine.  The  *  Rocket,'  which  won  the  priae  in  tjie 
Liverpool  and  Manchester  competition  of  1829,  weighed 
4  tons  5  cwt.,  and  its  tender  3  tons  4  cwt.*  In  1834  the 
^  Atlas,'  a  six-wheeled  engine  on  the  same  ^railway,  weighed 
11*4  tons  in  working  order,  t  The  rails  originally  laid  down, 
weighed  35  pounds  to  the  yard;  but  it  was  found  that  these 
were  not  strong  enough  to  bear  even  a  9  ton  engine,  and  ii 
became  requisite  to  lay  down  new  rails  weighing  66  lb.  per 
yard.J  Seven  ton  engines  were  reckoned  heavy  in  1830 ;  and 
so  were  15  ton  engines  in  1840 ;  25  ton  engines  in  1850 ;  and  35 
ton  engines  in  1860 ;  yet  there  are  goods  engines  now  at  work 
on  the  Continent  that  weigh,  exclusive  of  tender,  45  tons.§ 
Mr.  W.  Adams'  passenger  tank  locomotive  engine  for  the 
North  London  Railway,  weighs  43  tons  12  cwt,  in  working 
order,  with  a  weight  of  14  tons  5  cwt.  on  the  driving  wheels.  | 
Mr.  Meyer's  twelve-wheeled  engine,  exhibited  at  Vienna  in 
1862,  weighed  60  tons ;  giving  10  tons  to  each  pair  of  wheel8,ir 
and  its  tractive  force  was  estimated  at  22,000  lbs.,  equal  to 
the  draught  of  2,300  tons,  exclusive  of  engine,  on  a  level ; 
340  tons  on  an  incline  of  1  in  40  ;  or  155  tons  on  one  of  1  in 
17.  The  effect  of  this  engine,  at  the  speed  of  880  feet  per 
minute,  corresponds  to  587  horse  power. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  special  features  of  each  line  of 
railway,  notably  the  character  of  the  gradients,  demand  special 
modifications  of  the  locomotive.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
evident  that  there  must  be  a  normal  proportion  of  engine,  load, 
speed,  and  permanent  way,  which  is  usually  the  most  advan- 
tageous, all  things  considered.  The  machinery  of  a  railway  is 
complex.  No  alteration  can  be  wisely  made  in  any  part  with- 
out observation  of  the  effects  in  other  parts  of  the  system. 
Thus  the  increase  of  weight  on  the  driving  wheels  tells  on  the 
cost  and  on  the  maintenance  of  the  way — the  general  increase 
of  stability  and  of  plant  augments  the  capital  on  which  dividend 
has  to  be  earned.  We  have  as  yet  no  formula,  however  empiri- 
cal, sketched  out  for  guidance  or  for  verification.  It  may  very 
possibly  be  the  case  that  we  have  gone  too  far  in  the  pursuit 
of  stability,  coupled  with  velocity.  But  it  is  certain  that  no 
one  who  takes  a  dispassionate  view  of  the  history  of  the  railway 
system  can  imagine  that  any  great  advantage  is  to  be  derived 
from  a  return  to  the  long-abandoned  gauge  of  the  early  tram- 

*  Locomotive  Engineering,  p.  27.  t  Ibid.  p.  85. 
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ways.  One  great  cause  of  loss^  the  difference  in  the  balance  of 
goods  sent  in  opposite  directions,  would  be  absolutely  unaffected 
by  any  change  in  the  size  of  the  waggons.  Nor  is  there  any 
ground  for  the  assumption  that  a  train  of  small  carriages,  or 
small  waggons,  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  habitually 
more  loaded  up  to  its  full  capacity  than  a  tr^  of  larger 
vehicles.  As  matter  of  calculation,  in  comparing  weights  and 
capacities,  the  84  inch  plant  designed  by  Mr.  Brunei  provided 
for  a  greater  proportionate  net  weight  than  any  other  descrip- 
tion of  vehicle  on  our  ordinary  railways.  As  matter  of  ex- 
perience, the  working  cost  of  this  plant  was  less,  as  a  percentage 
of  receipts,  than  on  any  other  English  line  conveying  i^ 
proximately  equal  quantities  of  passenger  and  of  goods  traffic 
We  cannot  therefore  see  that  the  advocates  of  a  36  inch  gauge^ 
except  under  special  circumstances,  have  as  yet  made  out  evea 
a  primA  facie  case  for  serious  consideration. 

Our  hopes  of  increased  profit  for  the  proprietors  of  railways 
point  in  an  altogether  different  direction.  They  refer,  in  the 
first  place,  to  the  publication  of  annual  reports  in  a  more  bua- 
nesslike  form.  The  French  returns  may  be  imitated  with  much 
adyantage ;  and  if  the  accountants  and  auditors  of  our  railwap 
will  only  take  the  same  pains  to  ascertain  what  part  of  thdr 
business  pays  best,  and  what  part  pays  least  or  not  at  all,  we 
shall  have  gained  a  first  step  of  primary  importance. 

Secondly,  and  as  a  consequence  of  the  first  step,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  trafi&c  managers  should  be  steadily  bent  towards  the 
reduction  of  tare.  The  fact  that  the  running  of  empty  vehicles 
is  the  main  quicksand  that  absorbs  profit  should  be  brou^t 
fully  home  to  the  managers  of  the  traffic;  and  their  attention 
should  be  scrupulously  directed  to  the  ayoidance  of  this  source 
of  expense  in  every  possible  manner. 

Thirdly,  comes  the  question  of  the  true  economy  of  mineral 
and  other  bulky  traffic.     It  is  almost  a  truism  to  say  that 
artificial  methods  of  forcing  traffic  on  to  a  line  of  railway  are 
contrary  to  true  economy.     The  public,  at  all  events,  wUl  be 
the  ultimate  loser,  and  so,  in  most  cases,  will  be  the  grasping 
traffic  manager.     Now  there  can  be  no  contradiction  to  the 
statement  that  the  whole  policy  of  the  railway  boards  towards 
the  canals  has  been  based  on  the  principle  of  rendering  fair 
competition  for  such  traffic  as  was  water-borne  before  the  con- 
struction  of  railways  impossible.     Had  the  railway  been  essen- 
tially a  cheaper  and  better  medium  for  mineral  traffic,  the  canals 
would  have  been  let  alone.     The  public  would  soon  have  found 
out  the  truth,  and  the  traffic  would  have  followed  its  best  natural 
channel,  whichever  it  were.  Itis  only  necessary  to  observe  what 
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are  the  facts  of  the  case,  to  see  -  that  railway  directors  were 
instinctivelj  aware  that  the  canals,  if  let  alone,  would  success- 
fully compete  for  a  large  share  of  traflSc.  Out  of  4^135  miles  of 
inland  navigation  in  the  United  Kingdom,  1,7 1 6  miles  have  been 
actually  purchased  by  railway  companies.  InK)ther  cases  a 
certain  annual  payment  has  been  made  to  canal  companies,  on 
the  condition  tnat  certain  tariiFs  should  be  adopteu.  In  yet 
other  cases  the  railway  companies  have  impeded  the  operation 
of  canals  by  reducing  their  own  charges,  generally,  to  a  mini- 
muDi,  but  at  the  same  time  raising  them  to  a  maximum  on  any 
points  where  by  so  doing  they  can  check  great  lines  of  water 
<M>mmunication.*  For  highly  instructive  details  on  this  score 
we  refer  to  the  work  of  M.  de  Franqueville. 

If  we  count  the  cost  at  which  the  railway  companies  have 
forced  upon  their  lines  the  amount  of  mineral  traflSc  for  which 
they  now  receive  some  1 2^  millions  sterling  per  annum  gross 
income,  we  shall  find  good  reason  for  the  opinion  that  the 
country  would  have  been  in  a  more  prosperous  state,  or  at  all 
events  that  railway  proprietors  would  have  been  far  more  amply 
remunerated  than  is  now  the  case,  if  the  Legislature  had  insisted 
on  the  performance  of  the  conditions  originally  prescribed  in 
order  to  prevent  monopoly.  In  the  first  place,  the  purchase  of 
1,716  miles  of  canal  cannot  have  cost  less  than  six  millions 
sterling.  The  guarantees  and  rents  paid  when  the  lines  of 
<»nal  have  not  been  actually  purchased  are  not  easy  to  be 
ascertained.  The  Leeds  Canal  alone  is  said  by  M.  de  Fran- 
queville to  receive  nearly  40,000/.  per  annum  from  the  North- 
Westem  and  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Companies, 
by  way  of  bribe  to  keep  up  its  rates.  For  the  destruction  or 
<H)mmand  of  the  canal  traffic,  it  is  probable  that  the  net  revenue 
of  the  railway  companies,  including  interest  on  actual  expendi- 
ture, is  diminished  by  more  than  half  a  million  per  annum. 

The  second  item  for  consideration  is  the  interference  with 
the  regularity  and  safety  of  the  passenger  traffic  that  is  caused 
by  the  requirements  for  the  accommodation  of  the  slow  heavy 
traffic.  The  amount  paid  by  the  railway  companies,  in  the 
year  1874,  as  compensation  for  personal  injury  and  damage  to 
goods,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  596,216/.  We  shall  thus  be 
under  the  mark  in  rating  the  average  annual  damages  paid  in 
consequence  of  what  are  called  accidents  at  half  a  million 
sterling.  This  figure,  however,  by  no  means  represents  the 
Actual  loss  incurred  by  the  companies,  as  it  takes  no  heed  of 
the  damages  caused  to  their  own  plant,  and  even  to  their  own 

*  Du  Regime  dea  Travaux  Publics,  tome  ii.  p.  294.* 
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'iffotks,  by  oolIisidBS/  A  large  piopovtJon  of  thes^  ^KsaBtoR 
occur  from  the  interference  of  the  glow  with  the  rapid  traffic; 
and  if  the  whole  inoonvenienoe  thos-  occasioned  is  taken  into 
account,  we  shall  find  that,  in  additioa  to  a  lamentable  loss  of 
human  life,  a  cost  of  another  half  million  per  annum  nuut 
be  attributed  to  the  choking  of  the  passenger  lines  by  a  heaTj 
mineral  traffic. 

Thirdly  comes  the  fact,  as  to  which  we  have  already  givea 
some  detail,  of  the  large  increase  of  ovpital,  and  consequent  di^ 
minution  of  rateable  dividend,  required  by  the  plant  and  fixed 
accommodation  for  the  mineral  traffic  If  we  suppose  the 
mineral  traffic  of  1874  to  have  earned  a  nominal  profit  of  2i 
per  cent,  on  actual  working  charges,  we  still  find  that  by  remov- 
ing the  corresponding  items  from  the  two  sides  of  the  balance- 
-sheet,  we  should  reduce  the  proportion  of  working  expenses  to 
gross  revenue  to  rather  less  than  44  per  cent.,  instead  of  Aa 
actual  rate  of  66'6  per  cent.  And  if  we  then  consider  over 
how  much  smaller  a  capital  the  increased  proportionate  net 
profit  would  in  that  case  have  been  divided,  we  shall  see  that 
the  high  dividends  enjoyed  by  the  ordinary  stock-holders  of 
the  French  lines  would  have  been  very  largely  exceeded  by 
those  of  the  United  Kingdom,  if  the  heavy  traffic  had  been  left 
to  water  carriage. 

How  superior  in  earning  power  a  passenger  line  may  prove, 
as  compared  with  one  conveying  a  mixed  traffic,  may  be  ^^ea 
by  comparing  the  results  of  the  working  of  the  MetropoUtas 
Railway  with  the  average  figures  given  by  Captain  Tyler. 
The  cost  of  constructing  this  subterranean  line  has  exceeded 
the  prodigious  price  of  650,000/.  per  mile.  Many  circiun- 
stances  tend  to  make  the  cost  of  working  higher  than  on  other 
lines,  and  the  cost  per  train  mile  is  rather  more  than  10  per 
cent  higher  than  the  average.  If  the  working  expenses  bore 
the  same  proportion  of  56  per  cent,  to  gross  income  as  the 
average,  for  1874,  on  the  lines  of  the  United  Kingdom,  it  would 
require  a  traffic  of  59,000/.  per  mile  to  pay  4  per  cent,  on  the 
capital.  The  traffic  for  the  last  half  year  was  only  at  the 
rate  of  a  little  over  18,000/.  per  mile  per  annum;  and  yet 
4  per  cent,  per  annum  was  divided  on  the  ordinary  stock. 

The  reason  of  this  apparent  anomaly  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  the  Metropolitan  is  almost  exclusively  a  passenger 
line.  It  carried,  last  half-year,  only  5  per  cent,  of  mineral 
and  merchandise  traffic.  On  this,  if  we  assume  the  same  cost 
per  tndn-mile  for  all  trains,  it  lost  upwards  of  1,200/.  But 
the  high  profit  of  the  passenger  traffic,  which  we  make  to  be 
65  per  oent.-Qf  the  gross  revenue,  is  such  as  to  overcome  the 
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gteat  disadvak^tagea  mentioned^  and  to  rexider  the  MietropelitftQ, 
Bailway  a  property  of  steadUy  increasing  value. . 

It  must  be  admitted  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  arriving 
at  a  definite  and  practical  solution  of  the  great  question  above 
raised.  The  affair  is  urgent.  For  the  first  time  since  the 
aecoonts  of  the  annual  movement  of  the  railways  of  the 
United  Kingdom  have  been  published^  an  increase  in  the.  gross 
revenue,  to  the  amount  of  1^  millions,  has  been  accompanied 
by  a  deoir^se  in  the  net  revenue^  to  the  amount  of  363^000/. 
That  deereased  net  earning  has  to  be  divided,  pver  a  capital 
larger,  by  the  sum  of  21^  millions  sterling,  than  that  of  the 
preceding  year.  The  cause  of  this  unsatisfactory  change  is 
the  increase  in  the  working  expenses  to  the  ratio  of  56  per 
cent.,  while  the  capital  account  is  being  steadily  swollen.., 
Thus  the  percentage  of  net  receipts  to  total  share  and  loani 
capital  has  fallen  from  4-51  in  1872,  to  4-14  in  1874.  If  this 
rate  of  relative  decrease  continue,  by  the  year  1908  the  rail- 
ways of  the  United  Kingdom  will  not  be  able  to  pay  a  single 
farthing  by  way  of  dividend  or  of  interest. 

It  is  not  to  legislation  that  we  can  look  for  a  check  to  this 
downward  movement;  at  all  events  in  the  actual  state  of 
obscurity  in  which  the  relative  profit  and  loss  of  the  three  great 
divisions  of  traflSc  is  involved.  The  wisdom  of  Parliament,  in 
all  that  concerns  the  railways  of  the  United  Kingdom,  has 
been  conspicuously  negative.  Under  parliamentary  sanction 
private  individuals  have  invested  610  millions  sterlmg  in  the 
construction  of  16,500  miles  of  railway.  No  provision  has- 
been  made  for  the  extension  of  the  benefits  of  the  railway 
system  to  any  part  of  the  country  in  need  of  such  benefit. 
Where  companies  think  it  will  pay  them  to  run  new  lines. 
Parliament  usually  grants  them  tlie  power.  Not  only  so,  but 
it  grants  them  the  power  and  the  property  absolutely.  Q^hus,. 
if  ever  the  time  arrives  in  which  it  should  become  evident  that 
the  Administration  can  no  longer  abdicate  one  of  the  great 
functions  of  government,  the  maintenance  and  supervision  of 
the  highways  of  the  country,  the  State  will  only  be  able  to 
acquire  the  control  of  the  existing  railways  by  doubling  the 
national  debt. 

In  France  the  State  has  already  expended  nearly  48  millions 
sterling  in  the  partial  construction  of  the  railways  of  the, 
country.  It  is  further  liable  to  an  annual  payment  by  way  of 
guaranteed  interest,  which  amounted  in  1872  to  11,157,000/. 
Against  this  it  receives  from  the  companies,  by  way  of  taxes, 
iinposts,  and  economies,  the  sum  of  six  millions  and  a  half 
sterling  per  annum.     Allowing  interest  and  a  sinking  fund 
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for  the  money  expended,  the  actual  annual  charge  to  tke 
State,  which  diminishes  each  year,  is  about  eight  millioiu 
sterling*  But  at  the  expiration  of  the  existing  concessions, 
the  entire  network  of  the  French  railways,  which  had  cost 
296,000,000/.  at  the  end  of  1872,  will  have  become  public 
property.  Nor  is  this  all.  In  the  concessions  granted  to 
the  great  companies  these  associations  have  not  been  allowed 
to  execute  merely  such  lines  as  were  at  once  plainly  profit- 
able. A  second  and  third  series  of  lines  have  been  designed, 
and  are  in  course  of  execution,  with  the  object  of  serving 
the  country  rather  than  the  railway  proprietors  alone.  Out 
of  16,296  kilometres  already  constructed  in  France,  10,969 
kilometres  do  not  as  yet  carry  a  traffic  sufficient  to  pay  for  the 
cost  of  working  and  the  interest  of  capital.  1 ,296  kilom^tr^ 
do  not  receive  enough  to  cover  the  mere  working  expenses. 
Thus,  while  the  net  receipts  of  the  entire  system  are  equal  to 
4*98  per  cent,  on  the  total  capital,  and  while  the  proportion  <^ 
shares  and  loan  is  such  as  to  allow  a  dividend  of  10^  per  cent, 
to  the  former,  due  provision  has  been  made  for  the  extension  of 
the  greatest  benefit  of  modern  civilisation  to  those  parts  of 
France  into  which  the  mere  desire  of  lucrative  investment 
would  not  have  led  the  companies  to  penetrate  for  an  indefinite 
period  of  time. 

The  mode  in  which  the  railway  companies  of  the  United 
Kingdom  have  been  allowed  to  ruin  the  canal  property  is 
another  mark  of  the  indifierence  of  Parliament  to  an  important 
feature  of  public  policy.  It  would  have  been  as  justifiable, 
on  the  score  of  public  welfare,  to  allow  the  railway  companies 
to  buy  up  the  turnpike  bonds,  and  to  charge  what  tolls  thej 
pleased  on  the  turnpike  roads,  as  it  was  to  wmk  at  the  purchase 
and  stoppage  of  the  canals.  The  danger  of  allowing  such  a 
change  of  mastership  is  admitted  by  the  clauses  inserted  in 
several  Acts  of  Parliament  regulating  the  maximum  tolls- 
clauses  which  have  been  allowed  to  remain  a  dead  letter.  The 
Board  of  Trade  declared  that  it  had  neither  advice  nor  assist- 
ance to  offer  to  complainants  in  the  matter.f  Mr.  Farrer,  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  expressed  his  opinion,  in 
1872,  that  the  actual  state  of  canal  property,  which  was  held 
by  the  railway  companies  just  so  far  as  to  enable  them  to 
destroy  the  traffic,  was  the  worst  possible,  as  regarded  the 
public  interest.     It  is  now  too  late  to  attempt  to  remedy  the 

•  Really  10*74  per  cent.     *  Du  Regime  des  Travaux  Publics,*  tome 
ii.  p.  416. 
t  Du  Regime  des  Travaux  Publics,  tome  ii.  p.  305. 
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evil.  Nothing  but  the  conviction  on  the  part  of  the  railway 
companies  that  they  are  financially  wrong  in  forcing  the  slow 
heavy  traffic  on  to  the  metals,  will  render  possible  the  re- 
habilitation of  the  canal  system,  however  fully  all  other  persons 
may  be  convinced  of  the  national  importance  of  our  internal 
navimtion. 

Fmally,  by  prescribing  to  the  railway  companies  forms  of 
annual  returns  which  would  enable  an  indepenaent  inquirer  at 
once  to  ascertain  the  profit  or  loss  at  which  each  of  ^e  three 
great  branches  of  transport— those  of  passengers,  goods,  and 
minerals — is  actually  carried  on,  the  Legislature  would,  at  all 
events,  cease  to  throw  formidable  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
ascertaining  that  important  fact.  Neither  the  officers  of  the 
companies,  nor  those  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  can  be  blamed 
for  keeping  to  formulae  prescribed  by  Parliament.  Had  the 
companies  not  thus  been  shielded,  the  demands  of  the  share* 
holders  for  independent  audit  might  have  procured  for  them 
this  information.  As  it  is,  they  are  in  total  ignorance  of  the 
npehot  of  the  whole  policy  of  their  directors  as  to  the  absorption 
of  the  proper  traffic  of  the  canals. 

The  time  is  fully  ripe  for  the  elucidation  of  this  great  national 
question.  Of  the  decline  of  railway  profits  we  have  spoken. 
In  th6  opening  speech  of  the  January  session  of  the  Institution 
of  CivU  Engineers,  the  President,  as  we  have  said,  expressed 
his  conviction  that  considerable  addition  to  the  carrying  capa- 
bilities of  railways  would  shortly  become  imperative.  This  is, 
in  fact,  an  intimation,  from  competent  authority,  that  the  du- 
plication of  the  main  trunk  lines  is  in  contemplation.  If  the 
shareholders  agree  to  the  proposition  without  being  in  full  pos- 
session of  accurate  knowledge  as  to  the  economic  conditions  of 
the  various  kinds  of  traffic,  &ey  will  have  themselves  to  thank 
for  the  result. 

On  the  other  hand,  revived  attention  is  being  turned  to 
canals.  In  Germany  inland  navigation  is  becoming  active. 
In  Holland  a  great  maritime  canal  is  to  form  a  portion  of  the 
works  for  reclaming  the  basin  of  the  Zuyder-Zee.  In  Man- 
chester a  proposal  is  afoot  for  the  conversion  of  the  river  Irwell 
into  a  maritime  canal.  The  piercing  of  the  Isthmus  of  Suez 
is  a  work  that  may  hereafter  have  much  influence  in  directing 
attention  to  water-borne  communication.  The  question  of  steam 
towage,  which  has  received  comparatively  little  notice  for  the 
last  forty  years,  is  again  coming  to  the  fore.  On  the  Elbe 
canals,  a  chain  is  laid  at  the  bottom  of  the  channel,  and  the 
tug  propels  itself,  and  the  barges  which  it  tows,  by  griping  this 
efaain«     On  the  Aire  and  Cidder  Navigation,  steam  power  is 
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HOW  employed  for  towage;  the  dmrge  being  10|fliv  per -mile  (em 
a/100  ton  bar^e  for  the  82  miles  downward  to  Gooley  and  1^.  %Ai 
per  mile  for  tiie  same  towage  upward^  giving'  a  mean  cost  of 
^125  penny  per  ton  per  mile.  This  rate  of  charge  is  only  about 
10  per  cent,  higher  than  that  adopted  in  1 857 ;  so  that  tbe 
Company  have  a  practical  experience  of  nearly  twenty  yean  of 
the  use  of  a  tariff  with  inrhtch  it  is  evident  that  no  land  trans- 
port can  fairly  amd  honestly  compete. 

The  question  of  relative  speed  by  land  and  water  coBv^anoe 
is  one  on  which  we  have  not  space  now  to  enter.  We  learn 
from  Mr.  G.  R.  Stephenson's  speech  that  a  redaction  «f  speed 
for  mineral  trains  is  in  ^contemplation,  in  the  event  of  the  du- 
plication of  the  trnnk  lines.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind'  witk . 
regard  to  this,  that  a  reduction  of  t^e  actual  speed. to  that  of 
5  miles  an  hour  will  not  bring  down  the  price' of  conveying  a 
ton-mile  gross  to  less  than  '33  of  a  penny,  according  to  tke 
datA  which  we  have  cited.  But  the  reduction  of  speed  firon 
15  to  5  miles  per  hour  would  require  a  threefold  inorease  of 
the  plant  employed  in  the  traffic ;  so  that  the  loss  would 
enormously  overbalance  the  gain.  The  accurate  accordance 
of  results  drawn  from  the  two  distinct  sources  of  French  expe- 
rience and  English  experiment,  entitle  us  to  consider  our 
estimate  of  the  cost  per  ton-mile  as  prima  facie  establidied, 
and  only  liable  to  question  on  the  production  of  those  aocounta 
which  we  seek.  On  the  other  hand,  the  cost  of  water  carris^e 
varies  nearly  as  the  cube  of  the  velocity.  The  means  of 
obtaining  increase  of  speed  on  canals,  apart  from  the  econo* 
mic  question,  mainly  depends  on  two  desiderata,  namely ,  the 
obtaining  a  fulcrum  from  the  earth  direct,  and  not  from  the 
water,  and  the  protection  of  the  banks.  As  to  the  former,  a 
patent  was  taken  out  some  years  ago  in  this  country  for  a 
mode  of  canal  traction  in  which  the  tug  carried  its  own 
chain ;  the  length  of  which,  lying  on  the  bottom  under  the 
vessel,  was  ample  to  give  the  hold  on  the  ground  requined* 
The  expense  of  the  latter  precaution  would  soon  be  amply 
covered  by  the  returns  of  a  moderate  traffic.  One  great  sooroe 
of  expense,  the  want  of  balance  between  the  heavy  traffic 
towards  and  away  from  the  Metropolis,  is  alike  in  all  modes  of 
transport.  Apart  from  this,  the  great  cause  of  loss,  the  dis* 
proportionate  amount  of  tare  to  net  weight,  is  greater  by  land 
than  by  water ;  and  the  price  per  ton  that  must  be  s^lotted  to 
provide  and  maintain  lighters  is  but  small  in  proportion  to  die 
cost  and  repairs  of  waggons  for  an  equal  load. 

It  is  our  earnest  hope  that  one  fruit  of  an  investigation 
undertaken  with  no  other  view  than  that  of  affordii^  a  ctmtri* 
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bution  to  the "  knowledge  po8«B8Bed  bv  the  public  on  4t  ingU^ 
important  and  little  unda;stood  subject^  may  be  such  on 
indiBputable.  demonstration  of  the  actiial  cost  of  raUwsy  trans- 
port as  shall  leave  no  pretext  for  any  further  unfair  competi*- 
tion  with  inland  navigation.  If  the  railway  companies  will 
first  ascertain,  and  then  prove  to  their  shareholders,  what  rates 
of  profit  are  remunerative,  and  will  then  oharse  sudi  rates, 
and  no  others,  to  the  public,  the  difficulty  wul  solve  itself. 
Public  economy  demands  that  the  traffic  of  the  country  should 
flow  in  its  natural  course,  whether  that  course  be  by  land  or  by 
water.  All  artificial  competition  with  the  requirements  o{ 
true  economy  must,  sooner  or  later,  occasion  loss,  or  even 
disaster.  We  believe  that  the  railway  proprietary,  and  there- 
fore the  public,  have  suffered,  and  are  likely  to  suffer  yet  more 
heavily,  from  a  mistaken  policy,  based  on  unacquaintance  with 
controlling  facts.  And  we  cheerfully  submit,  not  only  our  argu- 
ments, but  the  data  upon  which  they  are  based,  to  ihe  verdict 
of  scientific  opinion,  when  fully  and  exactly  informed  as  to  the 
truth. 


Art.  IV. — A  Life  of  the  Earl  of  Mayo,  Fourth  Viceroy  of 
India.  By  W.  W.  Hunter,  B.A.,  LL.D.,  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Bengal  Civil  Service.     2  vols.     8vo.     1875. 

T^o  many  it  will  appear  that  the  time  had  hardly  arrived  for 
the  publication  of  a  Life  of  the  lamented  Earl  of  Mayo* 
But  four  years  have  elapsed  since  he  was  cut  off*  in  the  prime 
of  life  by  a  violent  death  which,  however  investing  his  memory 
with  a  halo  of  mystery  and  profound  regret,  is  but  a  bare 
justification  for  a  book  of  this  description.  For,  if  intended 
to  be  useful  hereafter,  a  biography  should  be  able  to  deal 
with  men  and  things  in  a  spirit  of  free  criticism.  The  subject 
t)f  the  memoir  should  be  made  known  to  us  by  his  own  private 
letters  and  confidential  despatches,  by  his  opinions  as  recorded 
by  himself,  whether  with  regard  to  occult  influence  on  passing 
events,  to  the  instruments  at  his  disposal,  the  men  with  whom 
he  acted,  or  the  opponents  who  crossed  him.  At  this  early 
date  to  write  thus  freely,  or  to  trust  the  public  with  confiden- 
tial matters,  was  clearly  out  of  the  question.  It  may  per- 
haps be  said  with  reason  on  the  other  hand,,  that  the  career  of 
an  Indian  Viceroy,  his  position  and  his  avocations,  are  such 
as  to  render  his  biographer  to  a  certain  degree  independent  of 
the  intimate  chronicles  on  which  we  lean  for  an  interest  in  the 
TeooUections  <^  men,  who  have  passed  away  from  public  life  in 
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England.  Beasoning  in  this  sense,  it  may  be  admitted  that, 
notwithstanding  the  great  difficulties  incidental  to  lus  task, 
Mr.  Hunter  has  given  us  a  memoir  which  is  read  with  interest, 
and  affords  much  useful  information.  It  is  somewhat  provok- 
ing to  be  told  at  a  most  interesting  point  that  such  and  such 
despatches  cannot  be  communicated  to  the  public  for  manj 
years,  and  on  other  occasions  to  have  the  names  of  men  and 
provinces  so  entirely  hidden  as  to  rob  the  composition  of 
definite  meaning.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  picture  presented 
to  us  of  the  late  Lord  Mayo  is  a  fair  and  a  noble  one,  and 
worthy  of  the  much  lamented  original. 

It  18  in  the  character  of  an  Indian  Administrator  that  we 

fropose  to  consider  the  subject  of  Mr.  Hunter's  memoir.  The 
Parliamentary  career  which  led  to  his  appointment  in  India  had 
been  useful.  The  performance  of  duty  in  the  Irish  Secretariat 
was  laborious  and  well  adapted  to  the  difficult  time,  dark  with 
conspiracy  and  disaffection,  in  which  he  administered  the  first 

fovemment  of  the  Duke  of  Abercom  in  Ireland.  As  Lord 
iayo  himself  said,  his  long  training  in  Parliamentary  business, 
his  practice  in  the  official  duties  of  a  Chief  Secretary  of  a 
difficult  government,  and  his  two  years'  experience  of  the 
Cabinet  had  been  the  most  excellent  preparation  for  the  great 
appointment  placed  at  his  disposal   by  Mr.  Disraeli.      The 

fovernment  oi  Ireland  presents  a  wide  range  of  various  duties, 
t  includes  the  distribution  of  military  forces ;  the  application 
of  the  resident  magistracy  and  the  constabulary  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  peace  in  a  large  sense,  as  distinguished  from 
the  ordinary  police  duty  of  London  or  other  great  cities; 
the  management  of  different  parties ;  the  discussion  of  ques- 
tions of  education  and  public  works ;  the  relations  of  trade 
with  England  and  other  countries ;  the  interests  and  the  prac- 
tice of  agriculture ;  the  consideration  of  the  tenure  of  land,  of 
the  Church  as  an  active  and  a  consulting  body,  of  the  different 
persuasions  and  ecclesiastical  rivalries;  and  finally  the  pre- 
paration of  the  Bills  and  the  management  in  Parliament  of  the 
interests  thus  briefly  touched  on.  What  is  divided  in  England 
among  many  departments,  in  Ireland  comes  primarily  under 
the  review  of  the  Chief  Secretary.  He  thus  acquires,  if  he 
be  so  inclined,  the  habit  of  many-sidedness.  In  that  sphere 
Lord  Mayo  learnt  practically  how  far  more  important  is  the 
prevention  of  disorder  and  political  crime  than  subsequent  re- 
pression ;  that  a  retaliatory  policy  serves  but  to  perpetuate  evil 
passions  and  active  hatred ;  that  authority  must  be  farnseeinff, 
incessantly  vigilant ;  but  lliat  it  must  ever  be  careful  to  decide 
with  judicial  calmness,  with  a  leaning  if  possible  to  the  mis- 
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f(uided  victims  of  a  disloyal  agitation,  with  clemency  to  the 
fallen,  with  a  determination  to  redress  grievances  which  may 
have  been  a  justification  of  crime  in  the  popular  mind.  In  that 
office,  too,  and  in  Parliament,  Lord  Mayo  learnt  the  importance 
of  carrying  the  community  with  him,  of  inviting  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  latter  when  new  burdens  were  to  be  imposed  on  it, 
of  securing  the  assistance  and  the  counsel  of  those  most  com- 
petent to  afford  aid  and  advice,  and  how  to  avail  himself  of  the 
strength  afforded  by  a  wise  publicity  and  the  enlistment  of 
popular  confidence*  This  was  surely  an  excellent  school  for 
his  future  career. 

If,  however.  Lord  Mayo  gained  much  from  the  apprenticeship 
of  Parliament  and  of  oflice,  he  was  subjected  to  strange  personal 
annoyances,  which  could  hardly  fail  to  operate  unfavourably  on 
the  subsequent  career  of  any  man  less  happily  constituted  than 
he  was.  Having  been  nominated  by  an  expiring  Ministry, 
the  party  which  almost  immediately  afterwards  assumed  the 
Government  was  unanimous  in  the  assault  on  him  and  the 
appointment.  A  storm  of  abuse  was  directed  against  both,  and 
the  distant  public  of  India,  which  could  gather  its  information 
alone  from  the  English  press,  was  almost  stunned  by  the  re- 
iterated assertions  of  the  unfitness  of  the  nominee,  and  the 
danger  consequently  to  be  apprehended.  It  is  no  slight  thing 
thus  to  impress  a  vast  popidation  regarding  the  capacity  ana 
ability  of  the  public  servant  who  lor  many  years  to  come 
stands  towards  it  in  the  relation  of  Queen,  Lords,  and  Commons 
to  the  public  of  Great  Britain.  The  personal  trial  to  which 
Lord  Mayo  was  thus  exposed  was  indeed  severe.  His  official 
training  had  been  excellent.  He  had  been  chosen  by  those 
most  competent  to  form  an  opinion  of  his  merits.  He  was 
condemned  by  an  excited  public  opinion.  The  new  Cabinet 
deliberated  as  to  whether  the  appointment  should  be  upheld 
before  he  was  sworn  iifto  his  office. 

Such  were  the  advantages  and  the  disadvantages  with  which 
Lord  Mayo  proceeded  to  India  in  1869,  and  with  great  modesty 
but  without  fear  as  to  the  results  aspired  to  a  place  in  the  roll  of 
Indian  statesmen  and  governors,  not  unworthy  to  be  matched 
with  the  reputations  of  those  who  had  travelled  the  same  path 
before  him. 

The  consideration  of  die  responsibilities  of  a  modem  Vice- 
roy, as  compared  with  the  demands  of  other  times,  may  be  an 
excuse  for  adverting  to  a  custom  which  has  prevailed  in  the 
conduct  of  the  *  Edinburgh  Beview.'  From  time  to  time 
sketches  of  the  careers  of  the  distinguished  men  who  have  con- 
tributed most  eminently  to  the  building  up  or  to  the  main- 
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tenance  of  the  edifice  of  the  Lidiah  Einpire  in  the  great  office 
of  Governor-General  have  been  afforded  in  these  pages.  The 
master  hand  of-  Lord  Macaulay  traced  in  indelible  characters 
the  lines  on  Which  Inored  Clive  and  Warren  Hastings,  the 
immense  services  they  rendered,  the  manner  in  which  those 
services  were  encountered  at  home ;  the  strongly  marked,  the 
potent  and  energetic  individuality  of  the  men,  die  conditions 
under  which  they  acted,  the  forces  which  were  brou^t  to 
bear  upon  them.  In  these  days  of  more  scientific  government, 
when  the  art  of  administering  India  according  to  her  ethnical 
conditions  and  circumstances  is  reconciled  with  a  system  based 
on  the  influence  of  British  opinion,  on  the  most  careful  legisla- 
tion, on  the  abandonment  of  privileges  of  race,  on  the  equalitj 
of  the  rulers  and  the  subjects  before  the  law,  and  the  general 
spread  of  education,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  the  state  of 
things  existing  so  lately  as  during  the  last  century.  We  can 
hardly  imagine  to  ourselves  how  this  country  was  indebted  to 
the  personal  efforts  of  a  few  men  for  the  foundation  of  a  vast 
empire,  which,  if  considered  with  relation  to  the  European 
politics  of  their  time,  as  well  as  with  regard  to  their  Indian  en* 
vironment,  are  more  marvellous  than  the  exploits  of  Cortez  and 
Pizarro.  The  audacity  of  their  military  exploits  was  at  least 
equalled  in  ability  by  their  civil  courage,  the  boldness  of 
th^r  diplomacy,  and  the  subtle  ingenuity  which  asserted  abso^ 
lute  dominion  while  it  preserved  ancient  manners  and  forms 
implying  subjection  to  the  effete  representatives  of  the  old 
central  power.  The  reality  was  seized  with  unerring  sagacity 
and  firmness.  The  too  offensive  glare  of  a  new  and  alien  rule 
was  shaded  under  discreet  fictions. 

In  more  recent  years,  a  pen  not  unworthy  to  be  classed  with 
that  of  Lord  Macaulay  has  enabled  us  to  judge  with  truthftd 
accuracy  of  the  careers  of  the  two  great  men  who,  after  the 
Marquis  of  Wellesley,  stand  out  in  the  highest  relief  in  the 
history  of  India.  On  the  Marquis  of  Dalhousie  devolved  the 
task  of  completing  the  territorial  conditions  of  British  India, 
of  extending  the  dominion  of  England  as  the  ruler  and  suze^ 
rain  of  the  vast  peninsula  to  its  natural  boundaries,  of  de- 
claring that  neither  aggression  on  our  frontier,  nor  diameful 
native  misrule,  should  pass  without  the  crucial  remedy  of  re^ 
ducitig  the  offending  kingdoms  under  the  power  whose  frontier 
had  been  outraged,  or  whose  patience  was  at  length  exhausted 
by  the  never-ceasing  spectacle  of  barbarism  and  cruelty.  How 
gallantly  this  task  was  performed,  how  the  Marquis  of  Dal- 
housie rose  to  the  height  of  the  duties  imposed  on  him  without 
vacillation  or  filtering,  how  to  his  great  political  and  military 
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successes  he  added  the  largest  administrative  results  of  oivil 
character,  is  within  the  recollection  of  middle-aged  men.  But  it 
is  part  of  the  history  of  the  forty  years  regarding  which  we 
haivo  been  told,  on  no  sl^bt  authority,  the  cariosity  of  the 
yomnger  generation  is  halting  and  feebler 

And  then  we  come  to  Earl  Canning,  who,  almost  without 
exception  among  English  statesmen,  presents  the  grandest 
picture  of  nnswerving  firmness,  courage,  and  magnanimity  in 
the  midst  of  the  most  appalling  dangers ;  who,  without  losing 
hope  and  strong  resolve,  saw  the  fabric  of  an  empire  fading 
away  firom  his  vision  like  an  iceberg  in  the  Gulf  Stream ;  who 
at  the  same  time  had  to  confront  a  native  rebellion,  the  panics 
fear  and  disaffection  of  his  countrymen,  and  the  opinion  at 
home  which  was  the  reverberation  of  the  latter.  He  met  the 
rebellion  and  he  put  it  down.  He  met  the  panio^fear  and  he 
triumphed  over  it.  When  blood  and  ptmishment  and  cruelty 
were  preached,  he  stepped  forward  as  a  grand  and  magnani- 
mous ruler,  as  the  representative  of  British  humanity  and 
civilisation,  and  with  mild  but  absolute  accent  proclaimed, 
'  This  shall  not  be,'  and  it  was  not.  The  greatness  of  the  maa 
who  could  so  speak  and  so  act,  at  such  a  time  as  the  crisis  of 
the  mutiny  and  rebellion  in  India  in  1857,  is  not  to  be  mea- 
sured by  the  ordinary  deeds  of  war  and  peace,  however  grand 
in  execution  the  former,  however  wise  and  beneficent  the  latter 
may  be. 

Here  then,  again,  we  have  two  magnificent  specimens  of 
British  individuality,  two  men  who,  equally  with  Ciive  and 
Warren  Hastings,  have  contributed  to  the  building  and  main**- 
tenanee  <^  the  edifice,  but  against  whose  memory  no  stone 
shall  be  thrown  in  the  future  on  account  of  deeds  bringing  a 
reproach  to  the  national  conscience.  Lord  Dalhousie  com- 
pleted India  according  to  certain  conditions  of  necessity  at  a 
time  of  political  transition,  of  change  from  the  old  to  the  new, 
from  the  ancient  to  the  modern  in  form  as  well  as  in  senti- 
ment, his  just  and  correct  estimate  of  which  has  long  been 
acknowledged. 

The  controversy  which  raged  round  his  policy,  and  for  some 
jrears  subsequently,  has  been  forgotten.  The  justification  of 
that  policy  is  seen  and  understood  in  India.  He  waged  great 
wars.  He  added  kingdoms  and  provinces  to  the  dominions  of 
the  Queen.  Old  fictions,  which  had  been  so  useful  in  the 
early  davs  we  have  referred  to,  wei'e  swept  away.  The  old 
device  of  governing  India  according  to  Indian  ideas — that  is  to 
say,  with  respectful  deference  to  the  prejudices  of  barbarous 
native  princes,  to  hideous  superstitions,  to  the  laws  of  the  im^ 
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perfect  civilisation  of  Hindooism  and  the  recent  Mmwnlman 
dominion — was  to  disappear. 

To  all  this  Lord  Dalhousie  afforded  something  more  than 
the  commencement.  The  machine  of  government,  of  adminis- 
tration^  was  apparently  moving  with  accelerated  speed.  The 
pressure  of  organic  reform  was  making  itself  vitally  felt. 
Against  the  novel  impression,  the  new  sensation,  the  undefined 
dread  of  something  not  understood,  and,  it  may  be  added,  the 
demolition  of  the  last  vestige  of  Mahometan  power,  came 
popular  reaction,  of  which  the  military  mutiny  was  the  first 
expression,  urban  disaffection  and  provincial  rebellion  the 
second.  Earl  Canning,  having  reduced  the  national  reaction, 
replaced  the  empire  on  a  solid  and  durable  basis,  the  diaracter 
of  the  man  and -the  form  of  the  government  he  directed  having 
singularly  aided  in  the  great  work  of  re-establishment  to 
which  his  energies  were  henceforth  to  be  devoted,  when  his 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  had  finally  extinguished  the 
last  embers  of  active  rebellion  and  disloyalty. 

And  since  then  such  a  peace  has  endured  in  India  as  was 
never  known  in  that  country  before.  If  we  except  petty 
frontier  disturbances  with  savage  and  contemptible  tribes,  that 
peace  has  been  profound  and  absolute  since  1859 ;  and  there 
IS  reason  to  believe  that  every  day  adds  to  its  solidity  and  to 
its  apparently  lasting  quality.  Such,  then,  is  the  great  result 
of  Earl  Canning's  work,  following  as  it  did  on  that  of  the 
Marquis  of  Dalhousie,  which  in  many  and  highly  important 
respects  was  the  preparation  for  it.  The  two  administrations 
should  ever  be  viewed  and  considered  together.  An  old  sys- 
tem finally  passed  away  under  the  auspices  of  the  one.  Q.he 
new  system  was  finally  installed  by  his  successor.  To  use  a 
military  figure,  it  may  be  said  that  the  former  brought  the 
early  campaigns  of  a  war  to  a  brilliant  conclusion,  and  believed 
in  the  termination  of  the  contest  accordingly.  The  latter' 
suffered  the  practical  result  of  the  miscalculation,  but,  having 
girded  his  loins,  accomplished  that  which  he  believed  to  have 
been  effected  when  he  first  assumed  office. 

It  was  remarked  that  during  the  latter  years  of  Lord  Can- 
ning's rule  India  lapsed  into  a  state  of  repose  which  presented 
almost  an  appearance  of  lethargy.  The  re*establishment  of 
the  finances;  the  reform  of  the  military  system;  the  inau- 
^ration  of  the  new  relations  with  England  consequent  on 
me  disappearance  of  the  old  fictions  of  the  so-call^  doable 
government  of  the  East  India  Company  and  the  Crown ;  the 
tightening  of  the  bonds  between  India  and  Great  Britain 
through  the  new  laws  and  institutions,  and  by  means  of  ira- 
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proved  communications  of  steam,  post^  and  telegraph ;  put  a 
lieavy  strain  on  the  several  departments  of  the  administration. 
The  Council  of  the  Governor-General  assumed  more  and  more 
the  form  of  a  Cabinet  as  understood  in  this  country,  the  Go- 
vernor-General or  Viceroy  being  relieved  accordingly,  and 
the  business  of  government  being  divided  among  the  respective 
members  of  the  Council.  The  Viceroy  retams  the  general 
superintendence  of  all  the  departments,  but  the  current  work 
is  performed  dcpartmentally  according  to  the  necessities  of  the 
-vast  and  comprehensive  machine  into  which  the  Government 
of  India  has  been  developed. 

In  consequence  of  these  arrangements,  while  the  Viceroy 
retains  his  independence  and  absoluteness  as  the  responsible 
liead  of  the  Government,  and  causes  his  will  to  be  felt  in 
Council  on  all  important  matters,  he  is  not  now  too  much 
overwhelmed  with  the  details  of  business,  or  exposed  to  trials 
on  this  account  beyond  the  powers  of  a  man  of  regular  applica- 
tion. It  was  necessary  to  say  a  word  on  this  point,  as  the  im- 
provement in  the  transaction  of  business  which  has  been  alluded 
to  has  a  great  constitutional  importance  if  it  be  duly  con- 
fiidered,  besides  mainly  tending  to  the  facilitation  of  the 
labours  of  the  one  man,  the  Viceroy,  on  whom  before  the 
public  lies  the  whole  weight  of  administration,  the  whole 
responsibility  of  government. 

It  is  evident  that  in  so  vast  a  concern,  the  number  of  minor 
governments  or  administrations  under  the  Government  of  India 
Jbeing  now  not  less  than  twelve,  the  references  from  the  former 
must  be  very  considerable,  the  orders  of  the  latter  must  be  large 
and  comprehensive,  that  the  Federal  relation  under  the  Supreme 
Authority,  the  questions  of  national  defence,  the  expression  of 
law,  the  development  of  resources  according  to  the  conditions, 
«vants,  and  capabilities  of  each  separate  administration  afford 
ample  work  for  the  Cabinet  or  Council  the  members  of  which 
direct  the  several  departments  of  the  Central  Government. 
Under  such  altered  circumstances,  the  facts  of  which  are  the 
inmiediate  consequences  of  the  expansion  of  the  duties  and 
obligations  of  authority  with  relation  to  the  subject  masses,  it 
would  seem  to  follow  that  in  future  the  single  figure  of  the 
Viceroy  will  not  stand  forth  in  the  high  relief  of  former  days. 
However  real  and  potential  his  authority,  his  individuality  will 
perhaps  not  appear  before  the  public  in  the  distinct  and  clearly 
cut  form  which  may  be  proper  to  a  period  of  administration  cha- 
racterised by  simplicity  and  directness,  but  is  liable  to  be  merged 
or  shaded  amid  the  abstractions  and  joint  responsibility  result- 
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ing  from  a  Grovemment  which  has  come  to  be  constituted  ss 
we  new-  see  it  in  India.  For  although  a  Cabinet  under  tlie 
guidance  and  direction  of  the  absolute  Viceroy,  the  Conndl 
comprises  several  members,  the  appointment  of  whom  ia  inde- 
pendent of  nomination  or  patronage  on  the  part  of  the  Viceroj. 
Formerly  this  independence  was  confined  to  the  Command^p- 
in-Chief.  But  of  late  years  the  change  has  been  made  of  norai* 
nating  from  England  legal  and  financial  members,  and  very 
recently  another  for  Public  Works  has  been  added,  while  the 
local  members  who  owe  their  places  to  the  Viceroy  remain  as  ia 
old  times. 

Other  agencies  are  tending  in  a  like  direction,  which  maj 
generally  be  referred  to  the  latter  years  of  Earl  Canning's 
GoTemment.  Foremost  among  these  is  the  change  in  the  form 
of  the  relations  of  the  Government  of  India  with  the  contrd- 
ling  authority  at  home.  What  may  be  called  a  fiction  of  power 
was  swept  away  when  the  East  India  Company  disappeared  m 
a  co-operating  agent  in  the  administration  and  patronage  rf 
India.  It  is  true  that  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Pitt  ihe  Supreme 
Control  has  rested  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister  of  the  Crown. 
But  it  is  also  true  that  the  double  arrangement  of  the  Company 
and  of  the  Board  of  Control,  with  an  involved  system  of  corre- 
spondence, was  the  means  of  slackening  ihe  bonds  between 
Parliament  and  the  Governor-General.  The  Court  of  Direc- 
tors was  at  times  a  kind  of  buffer  between  the  two.  It  is  in- 
contestible  that  the  disappearance  of  the  Company  as  it  took 
place  in  1858,  the  apparent  as  well  as  the  real  assertion  of  the 
Crown  in  Indian  concerns,  have  caused  the  relations  between 
the  Government  of  India  and  the  Secretary  of  State  to  be 
more  immediate  and  direct  than  they  used  to  be  between  the 
former  and  the  Board  of  Control.  The  responsibility  of  the 
office  in  England  has  then  so  far  been  extended.  What  has 
thus  been  gained  to  it  may  appear  to  some  observers  to  be  a  loss 
to  the  ruler  in  India,  a  deduction  from  the  authority  of  the 
Viceroy,  a  substitution  of  the  means  of  executive  action  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  functions  of  supervision, 
of  control,  and  the  occasional  exercise  of  veto.  It  would  seem 
therefore,  at  first  sight,  that  a  change  of  form  has  to  a  certain 
extent  developed  a  process  of  centralisation  in  favour  of  the 
Minister  at  home,  who  now-a-days  is  not  seldom  styled  the 
actual  ruler  of  India  by  popular  writers,  a  corresponding 
diminution  of  provincial  independence  and  autocratio  initiative 
being  felt  in  the  position  of  the  Viceroy.  To  such  an  am>areDt 
state  of  things  other  considerations  bring  their  contnbution. 
The  improved  means  of  communication  have  now  so  closely 
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uikiied  East  and  West,  that  for  purposes  of  discussion  and 
advice  the  effects  of  distance  have,  so  to  speak^  been  obliterated. 
-    It  is^  of  course,  most  important  that  while  the  power  of  the 
Minister  at  home  is  thus  expanded  there  should  be  no  diminution 
of  the  local  authority,  influence,  and  absduteness  of  the  Viceroy 
within  the  limits  of  India  in  his  dealings  with  the  several  goyem- 
ments  subject  to  him ;  and  this  we  find  to  be  the  case.     The 
modem  Viceroy  is  more  powerful  and  absdute  than  the  old 
Governor-General.     In  truth,  in  former  days  before  an  im- 
proved post-office,  roads,  railways,  and  telegraphs  had  pro- 
gressively done  their  work  as  now   shown  in   their  results, 
political  and  administrative,  to  the  modem  Anglo-Indian,  there 
was  far  greater  looseness  in  the  attachments  binding  together 
the  several  parts  of  the  Indian  system  than  we  now  see.     The 
subordination  to  the  central  authority,  on  the  part  of  the  minor 
governments  whether  of  Madras  and  Bombay,  of  the  lieutenant- 
governorships,  of  the  administrations  under  chief  commissioners, 
is  now  thorough  and  complete.     This  was  not  always  so.     At 
one  time  the  Governor-General,  as  Governor  of  Bengal  and 
with  reference  to  Bombay  and  Madras,  was  the  primus  inter 
pares.    Now,  subject  to  the  distant  Secretary  of  State,  he  is  the 
real  autocrat  of  all  the  Indies,  assisted  by  such  councils  and 
constitutional  means  as  have  been  from  time  to  time  built  up 
under  the  authority  of  Parliament  and  of  Indian  experience. 
We  may  therefore  believe  there  is  no  reason  for  the  fear  to 
which  Lord  Juawrence  gave  expression  towards  the  close  of  his 
administration  in  the  ibllowing  words,  and  that  the  hope  he 
expressed  will  ever  be  home  in  mind  as   a  matter  of  prime 
necessity  by  English  Ministers : — 

^  I  hope  to  hand  over  to  my  successor  this  great  office  with  its  au* 
thority  and  prestige  unimpaired.  I  further  hope  that  an  undiminished 
influence  may  always  pertain  to  those  who  come  after  me.  I  do  not 
say  that  the  authority  of  my  ofHce  has  as  yet  been  in  any  real  degree 
weakened.  I  trust  that  it  is  still  endowed  with  potential  vigour. 
But  I  have  observed  at  times  a  tendency  to  subject  it  to  processes 
w^hich  might  induce  weakness  and  decay.  And  though  I  fully  ac- 
knowledge the  loyal  support  afforded  by  so  many  of  the  authorities  in 
India,  yet  I  cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  even  in  some  official  quarters 
there  is  growing  up  a  desire  to  be  virtually  independent  of  the  Queen's 
representative  in  this  country.  Now  I  believe  Uiat  there  is  as  strong  a 
necessity  as  there  ever  was,  as  strong  a  necessity  as  there  could  pos- 
sibly be,  for  an  f^bsolute  central  authority  in  India,  to  which  all  other 
authentic  in  that  country  must  absolutely  defer.  Such  authority  can 
only  be  possessed  by  the  Governor- General  in  Council ;  and  in  ex- 
treme emergency  such  authority  must  be  understood  to  really  centre 
in  the  Governor-General  himself  as  the  ultimate  arbiter  of  affairs.*  * 

*  Minute  by  Sir  John  Lawrence,  dated  March  23,  1868. 
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In  the  period  we  are  about  to  consider,  one  of  peace  and 
internal  development,  we  shall  see  that  the  wide  field  of  Indian 
statesmanship  never  fails  to  present  points  of  the  greatest  in- 
terest ;  that  constant  demands  are  made  on  the  discretion  and 
the  power  for  decision  on  the  part  of  the  responsible  ruler ;  that 
from  day  to  day  his  capacity  and  firmness  are  taxed  in  propor- 
tion to  the  vast  range  of  his  executive  action. 

The  characters  of  the  men  who  fill  the  great  office  of 
Supreme  Grovemment  in  India  are  thus  matters  of  immense 
national  importance.  Although  the  bright  dramatic  colour  of 
former  days  may  be  wanting,  we  still  look  for  effects  which  shall 
draw  attention  to  the  strength  we  love  to  trace  in  those  invested 
with  governing  power  over  the  dependencies  of  Great  Britain. 

That  which  is  prescribed  bv  prudence  and  the  necessity  of 
seeking  guidance  from  local  knowledge  and  experience  cannot 
fail  to  afford  the  rule  for  action,  speaking  in  general  terms  as 
affecting  the  functions  of  government  in  India,  and  therefore 
of  him  who,  as  Lord  Lawrence  says,  must  be  the  supreme 
local  arbiter  in  the  Empire.  The  power  exercised  in  England 
cannot  but  continue  to  be  generally  one  of  control,  although 
the  burden  of  the  controlling  authority  may  be  heavier  than  it 
used  to  be.  The  initiation  and  the  practical  direction  of  mea- 
sures remain,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the  hands  of  the  Indian  Go- 
vernment KesponsibUity  in  respect  of  policy,  administration, 
and  finance  being  on  no  account  to  be  weakened  or  diminished 
in  the  latter,  it  follows  that  there  is  a  field  as  ample  as  ever 
for  that  assertion  of  individuality,  of  what  we  call  character,  in 
the  man  who  occupies  the  largest  position  of  delegated  autho- 
rity as  known  not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  in  any  other 
system  of  government  presented  by  ancient  or  modern  expe- 
rience. And  of  this  we  have  seen  the  illustration  in  the  career 
of  Lord  Mayo  and  the  govemmeAt  of  his  immediate  prede- 
<;essor-— the  statesman  so  bold  in  action,  so  wise  and  cautions 
in  council,  and  still  happily  preserved  to  us. 

Lord  Mayo  himself  would  have  been  the  first  to  admit  the 
advantages  he  derived  from  the  fact  of  his  succession  to  such  a 
practised  administrator  as  Lord  Lawrence.  It  was  the  espe- 
cial merit  of  the  government  of  the  latter,  and  of  the  system 
he  pursued,  that  all  the  departments  worked  at  full  power 
under  his  orders.  His  old  experience  in  the  subordinate 
places  of  administration,  and  subsequently  in  the  position  of 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Punjab,  enabled  him  to  lay  his 
hand  instinctively,  as  it  were,  on  the  causes  of  shortcoming 
and  failure  on  the  one  side,  on  the  means  of  departmental  im- 
provement, of  stimulating  exertion  on  the  other.     His  rule 
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was,  in  this  sense,  a  stem  and  an  exacting  one,  but  it  was  emi- 
nently successful.  It  bore  in  appearance  and  in  its  results  the 
features  of  energy  and  of  the  almost  restless  supervision  which 
had  distinguished  the  establishment  of  British  authority  by 
Lord  Lawrence  in  the  Punjab,  and  had  proved  their  vital  im- 
portance in  the  application  of  the  military  and  civil  resources 
of  his  province  to  the  redemption  of  Northern  India  from  ruin 
in  the  crisis  of  1857.  In  the  survey  therefore  of  the  career  of 
Lord  Mayo,  we  must  ever  bear  in  mind  the  work  so  effectu- 
ally performed  by  him  who,  worn  grey  but  not  worn  out  in  the 
se^S;  of  India,  W  returned  Kol  the  scene  of  hU  labours 
in  the  East  on  the  arrival  of  the  former,  early  in  1869.  It  is 
necessary  to  advert  to  the  policy  pursued  by  Lord  Law- 
rence if  we  would  understand  that  of  his  successor,  and  how 
in  some  things  the  latter  developed  and  amplified  what  he 
found,  while  in  others  he  pursued  a  more  independent  course. 

While,  as  according  to  the  arrangement  already  sketched,  the 
great  departments  of  the  Government  are  distributed  among 
die  several  members  of  the  Council,  it  has  become  customary 
for  the  Viceroy  to  retain  the  Foreign  Department  in  his  own 
hands.  This  department,  or  Foreign  Office,  treats  of  the  really 
foreign  relations  mth  independent  States,  such  as  Afghanistan, 
Central  Asia,  Muscat,  Zanzibar,  Ava,  Nepal,  and  of  the  so- 
called  political  relations  with  States  either  half  or  wholly 
mediatised,  to  which  on  occasions  positive  injunctions  are 
given,  in  which  discipline  is  enforced  as  we  have  lately  seen  in 
die  case  of  the  Guikwar,  States  from  which  the  liberty  to 
make  war  and  to  maintain  large  armies  has  been  cut  off.  Thus, 
being  his  own  minister  for  foreign  and  political  affairs,  the 
Viceroy  initiates  in  person  the  policy  to  be  pursued,  and  in  his 
progresses  to  the  courts  of  Indian  princes,  or  when  he  receives 
them  at  his  own  durbar,  brings  his  personal  influence  to 
bear.  On  such  occasions  Lord  Lawrence  was  recognised  as 
one  who  knew  a  native  court  as  well  as  the  prince  himself. 
He  was  listened  to  as  one  having  authority  in  all  such  matters. 
When  speaking  to  the  princes  and  the  people  in  their  own 
tongue,  nis  tones,  half  warning  and  half  familiar,  carried  con- 
viction to  the  minds  of  his  auditors,  while  they  were  reminded 
of  the  presence  of  the  old  Indian  civilian,  the  unassuming,  un- 
pretentious, but  very  absolute  master  of  the  district  over  which 
he  rules.  Lord  Mayo,  on  the  other  hand,  must  have  struck 
the  fiwcy  of  the  princes  assembled  at  his  durbar  as  a  magni- 
ficent representative  of  the  majesty  of  England.  His  hand- 
some, indeed  splendid  presence ;  tus  happy,  genial,  but  very 
dignified  manner ;  the  Irish  ease  and  abandon  which  seemed 
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never  to  leave  him  even  when  almost  overwhelmed  with  labour 
or  in  the  midst  of  tiresome  ceremonial^  served  to  mark  him  oat 
as  the  ideal  of  an  Imperial  Envoy  from  the  far  Western  hemi- 
sphere,  who  should  cany  the  message  of  peace  and  goodwill 
from  tiie  Queen  of  England  to  the  millions  of  the  Indian 
people,  to  the  countries  in  alliance,  to  the  provinces  and  the 
states  acknowledging  subjection  in  some  form  or  other,  and 
bowing  to  a  superior  civilisation. 

Lord  Lawrence's  foreign*  administration  has  been  well  de- 
scribed by  Mr.  Tallboys  Wheeler  in  his  Summary  of  Affairs  in 
the  Foreign  Department  from  1864  to  1869.  In  the  intro- 
duction to  that  work  he  draws  attention  to  the  feature  whidi 
deserves  especial  notice, — 

'the  grave  importance  of  the  events  which  have  transpired  bejond 
the  north-western  frontier  of  India.  The  domestic  wars  which  baTe 
prevailed  in  Afghanistan  between  the  sons  of  Dost  Mahomed,  and  the 
extraordinary  revolutions  which  have  taken  place  in  Western  Cfaioi 
are  likely  to  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  Oriental  history.  Meantime, 
the  advance  of  Russia  from  the  Jaxartes  towards  the  Oxus,  and  the 
apparent  absorption  of  Khiva,  Bokhara,  and  Khokand  in  the  Russiaii 
Empire,  threw  a  European  interest  round  the  whole  range  of  territory 
from  the  Caspian  to  the  Himalayas.'  ...  *  The  policy  which  has 
been  pursued  was  appropriate  to  the  course  of  events  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  dignity  of  the  British  Government.  No  means  ha?« 
been  spared  to  obtain  the  fullest  information  respecting  the  current 
history  of  Asiatic  revolutions.  No  opportunity  has  been  lost  of  culti- 
vating friendly  relations  with  Foreign  Powers,  so  long  as  these  relations 
did  not  tend  to  draw  a  British  Ibrce  beyond  the  irontier.  But  no 
mischievous  activity  has  been  displayed.  The  British  Govemmoit 
has  not  embroiled  itself  in  the  domestic  quarrels  of  its  Afghan  nei^- 
hours,  neither  has  it  indulged  in  imworthy  suspicions  of  tdie  good  &i^ 
of  its  Russian  and  Persian  allies,  nor  felt  a  premature  alarm  at  actire 
operations  from  which  it  is  still  separated  by  a  vast  barrier  of  desert 
and  mountain.' 

In  truth  with  great  decision  and  far-seeing  wisdom.  Lord 
Lawrence  gave  the  different  parties  to  the  civil  war  in 
Afghanistan  to  understand  that  he  declined  to  assist  either  one 
or  the  other  to  the  detriment  of  the  other.     His  policy  was 

*  The  foreign  administration  of  Lord  Lawrence  as  Viceroy  of  India 
was  fully  treated  in  No,  255  of  the  *  Edinburgh  Review '  in  Januaiy 
1867,  and  indeed  we  have  published  a  series  of  articles  on  these  subjects: 
the  earlier  were  written  by  Mr.  Wyllie,  and  have  now  been  republished 
in  his  collected  Essays,  the  later  were  written  by  Mr.  Le  Poer  Wynn. 
These  able  and  accomplished  men  both  Ailed  successively  the  important 
office  of  Assistant  Foreign  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  and 
both  of  them  have  unhappily  been  cut  off  in  early  manhood. 
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the  absolute  and  practical  contradiction  of  that  of  interference 
as  seen  thirty  years  previously  in  the  affairs  and  country  o£ 
Cabul  under  the  guidance  of  Lord  Auckland.  As  the  latter 
ended  in  failure  and  disappointment,  its  inexpediency  on 
grounds  of  financial  liability  and  of  unwise  territorial  exten- 
sion having  been  unanswerably  shown  in  practice,  and  by  what 
has  since  taken  place  in  India,  so  the  abstention  from  Afghan 
concerns  until  at  length  the  star  of  Sher  Ali  Khan  rose  fairly 
in  the  ascendant,  was  crowned  with  great  diplomatic  success. 
The  fitting  moment  having  arrived  when  the  Viceroy  could 
assume  that,  unassisted  except  by  his  own  resources,  Sher  Ali 
Khan  was  about  to  seat  himself  on  his  throne,  Lord  Lawrence 
stepped  forward  with  aid  in  money,  and  with  encouragement 
in  the  hope  of  stopping  future  disorder  and  bloodshed. 

Amid  the  transactions  following  on  this  decision  and  change 
of  the  policy  which  had  characterised  the  previous  three  or  four 
years.  Lord  Mayo  succeeded  to  the  government  of  India.  On 
him  therefore  devolved  the  completion  of  the  treaty  and  the 
settlement  of  the  details  on  which  should  rest  for  the  future 
our  relations  with  the  ruler  of  Cabul,  and,  so  far  as  the  latter 
is  concerned,  with  the  country  and  rulers  beyond  the  Oxus,  in- 
cluding the  White  Czar. 

Lord  Mayo,  greatly  to  his  credit,  took  up  the  policy  and 
the  negotiations  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  had  been  con- 
ceived.  To  use  Mr.  Hunter's  words,  *  He  rigidly  and  success- 

*  fully  enforced  the  policy  which  Sir  John  Lawrence,  in  the 

*  year  ending  1868,  had  marked;  a  policy  w^hich  (according 
to  one  school  of  thinkers)  was  the  legitimate  development  of 
^  the  principles  laid  down  by  Sir  John  Lawrence  in  the  Pesha- 
^  wur  treaty  of  1855,  and  consistently  maintained  by  him  when 

*  Viceroy,  from  1864  to  1869.' 

But  the  manner  in  which  Lord  Mayo  gave  effect  to  that 
policy,  the  careful  labour  with  which  the  details  were  mastered 
and  reduced  to  practice,  the  urbane  courtesy  displayed  towards 
the  Ameer  as  the  guest  of  the  Viceroy  and  of  British  India, 
the  extraordinary  moderation  of  the  terms  used  towards  the 
Ameer — in  short,  the  perfect  skill  with  which  the  visit  of  the 
Ameer  and  the  negotiations  were  managed,  were  all  Lord 
Mayo's  own.  Having  been  received  with  due  pomp  and  cere- 
mony by  the  Viceroy  at  Ambala,  Sher  Ali  Khan,  although 
he  failed  to  obtain  but  a  little  portion  of  what  he  asked  for,  went 
away  nevertheless  a  contented  man.  He  fully  appreciated 
what  was  done  for  him,  and  the  great  kindness  of  the  voice  ad- 
dressing him.  The  wellgrounded  hopes  of  the  most  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  governments  as  expressed  by  the 
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Viceroy  have  not  as  yet  been  disappointed.  The  results  of  all 
this  were  very  recently  described  at  length  in  these  pages.* 
It  was  shown  that  our  counsel,  or  influence,  or  pressure,  was 
now  suflScient  to  cause  the  Ameer  of  Afghanistan  to  move  in 
the  direction  we  may  desire  as  regards  his  western  neigh- 
bour Persia,  and  Bokhara  in  the  north,  and  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  peace  beyond  his  frontier.  We  are  informed  br 
Sir  John  Strachey,  who  was  Lord  Mayo's  colleague  in  council 
during  the  whole  term  of  his  government,  *  that  the  friendly 
'  meeting  at  Ambala  came  at  the  right  time  to  remove  die 
'  mistrust  which  had  prevented  British  influence  from  being 
'  eflfectually  exercised  in  Afghanistan ;  to  bring  home  to  the 

*  Ameer's   mind  the  conviction  that  the  British  Government 

*  had  no  desire  to  extend  its  dominions.'  f 

It  has  been  generally  considered  in  India  that  till  the  arrival 
of  Lord  Mayo,  something- like  a  Chinese  policy  of  exclusive- 
ness  found  most  favour  in  the  mind  of  Government.  Ths 
policy  was  the  traditional  one  of  the  East  India  Company. 
Prompted  originally  by  motives  of  monopoly  in  questions  of 
trade,  it  was  fostered  by  the  desire  to  exclude  foreign  influence 
from  the  native  States  and  population  of  Hindostan.  The  fear 
of  being  led  into  trouble  by  the  maltreatment  or  murder  of 
distant  British  agents  had  also  a  great  influence  in  the  delib- 
erations of  the  Council  of  the  Governor-General.  Towarcb 
the  close  of  Lord  Lawrence's  term  of  oflSce  a  change  in  this 
matter  with  regard  to  Central  Asia  and  Russia  began  to  make 
itself  apparent.  Lord  Lawrence  himself  is  perhaps  inclined 
to  what  in  many  quarters  was  regarded  as  the  safer  policy  of 
the  olden  times.  He  very  strongly  deprecated  the  employment 
of  British  agents  in  positions  and  at  distances  where  we  were 

Eowerless  to  protect  them  except  at  the  risk  and  cost  of 
azardous  expeditions.  But  it  was  felt  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  an  understanding  with  Russia  had  become  a 
necessity,  if  only  as  an  antidote  to  the  polemical  bickering  of 
the  press  in  England,  India,  and  Russia  with  reference  to  the 
continuous  advance  of  the  last  in  Central  Asia,  and  the  possi- 
bility or  probability  of  British  ambitious  designs  on  Afghanis- 
tan and  the  countries  lying  between  Persia  and  the  Indus. 
These  countries  have  no  financial  value,  and  their  political 
importance  under  existing  circumstances  is  much  overrated; 

♦  S«e  *  England  and  Russia  in  the  Ea^t/  *  Edinbiu*gh  Review,'  Jul/ 
1875. 

j"  A  minute  by  Sir  John  Strachey,  late  acting  Governor-Genera^ 
and  now  Lieutenant-Governor  North- West  Provinces  of  India. 
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but,  as  is  well  known^  a  certain  school  of  politicians  in  India 
and  in  England  is  ever  engaged  in  exciting  public  opinion 
with  reference  to  their  military  and  territorial  conditions  and 
on  the  necessity  of  occupying  them  as  a  check  to  Kussia.  To 
such  schemes  Lord  Lawrence  and  the  Earl  of  Mayo  were 
steadily  opposed.  At  length,  then,  it  was  recognised  by  Lord 
Clarendon,  during  the  Indian  rule  of  the  former,  that  we 
should  fall  into  a  policy  of  conciliation,  and  if  possible  of  co- 
operation with  Kussia,  instead  of  persevering  in  a  system  of 
exclusiveness  which  was  suited  neither  to  the  age  we  live  in, 
nor  to  the  expansion  of  the  Indian  Empire,  nor  to  the  require^ 
ments  of  the  Foreign  Office.  This  change,  inaugurated  before 
his  arrival,  was  precisely  to  Lord  Mayo's  taste.  It  fitted 
exactly  with  the  large  and  liberal  view  he  took  of  the  world's 
concerns.  His  fancy  warmed  as  he  contemplated  the  means 
of  execution.  He  set  himself  to  the  task  accordingly.  Suc- 
cess attended  his  efforts,  a  success  the  full  effects  of  which  we 
have  seen  since  his  lamented  death. 

We  learn  from  the  same  eminent  and  responsible  authority. 
Sir  John  Strachey,  that  it  was  the  cardinal  principle  of  Lord 
Mayo's  policy  to  teach  our  neighbours  and  the  feudatory  or 
subject  provinces  that   they  have  nothing  to  fear  from  us. 

*  He  desired  to  establish  with  all  our  frontier  States  intimate 

*  relations  of  friendship ;  to  make  them  feel  that  though  we  are 

*  all-powerful  we  have  no  desire  to  encroach  on  their  autho-^ 
'  rity,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  our  earnest  desire  is  to  sup- 

*  port  their  power  and  maintain  their  nationality.'  He  believed 
that  in  this  manner  could  we  best  erect  bulwarks  for  the  empire, 
that  strength  would  eventually  and  naturally  be  evoked  from 
goodfeeling  and  reliance  on  good  faith«  while  he  absolutely  dis- 
trusted the  effect  of  mere  displays  of  force  and  measures  of  re* 
taliatiou. 

Thus  in  dealing  with  frontier  tribes  he  considered  that  our 
policy  should  bear  a  police  character  rather  than  carry  with  it 
the  conditions  and  large  scope  of  war.  It  is  true  he  ruled 
when  a  long  succession  of  frontier  campaigns  on  the  North* 
west  had  produced  their  effect,  and  when  contact  with 
British  officers  and  British  efforts  at  civilisation  were  beginning 
to  humanise  those  dwelling  nearest  to  our  boundaries.  The 
savagery  of  the  old  Sikh  rule  in  its  relations  with  the  Border 
is  now  forgotten.  .  Nothing,  therefore,  could  be  more  admirable 
than  the  quick  sense  with  which  Lord  Mayo  appreciated  the 
whole  modem  Border  situation,  or  than  the  instructions  he 
issued  in  consequence ;  the  principles  lying  at  the  bottom  of 
them  being  in  truth  the  same  as  those  according  to  which  he 
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had  negotiated  with  the  Ameer  of  Cabul^  and  which  regulated 
all  his  proceedings  with  the  subject  princes  of  India. 

On  occasion  he  could  order  war  to  be  made^  When  declared 
to  be  necessary^  as  in  the  case  of  the  Looshtds,  measures  were 
taken  absolutely  to  ensure  success;  to  make  the  miserable  enemy 
understand  that  so  great  was  our  power^  that  of  all  things  the 
worst  thing  for  them  to  do  was  to  take  up  a  hostile  posdtion.  Sut 
a  policy  of  mere  retaliation  was  in  his  opinion  deserving  only  <^ 
disapproval  and  condemnation  as  being  unworthy  of  a  civilised 
power.  He  was  satisfied  that  measures  of  such  a  kind  fail  in 
practice  just  as  they  are  wrong  in  principle.  He  believed  that 
mdiscriminate  punishment  oflen  aggravates  the  evils  sought  to 
be  removed ;  that  raids  executed  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
chastisement,  and  without  some  ulterior  object  of  settlement 
of  a  quarrel  and  the  establishment  of  a  better  footing  of  organi- 
sation if  not  indeed  of  friendly  relations,  are  but  the  seeds  <^ 
future  mischief;  in  short,  that  they  perpetuate  the  blood-feud 
the  traces  of  which  it  is  our  first  duty  to  obliterate.  He  felt  very 
strongly  the  effect  on  all  foreign  Courts  from  St.  Petersburg  to 
Ava,  from  Pekin  to  Zanzibar,  of  every  shot  fired  in  auger 
beyond  our  frontier;  the  exaggeration  lent  by  distance  and 
evil  report  to  such  facts,  the  mischief  to  our  fair  name^  the 
handle  afforded  for  misrepresentation.  Hence  he  trusted  to 
what  he  called  a  policy  of  vigilant,  constant,  and  never-ceasing 
defence  in  all  those  parts  of  our  frontier  which  are  by  their 
position  liable  to  be  attacked  by  foreign  tribes — in  other  words, 
of  the  most  active  and  vigilant  police  in  a  large  sense,  but 
without  irritation  or  mere  retaliatory  punishment.  His  military 
officers  in  charge  of  the  districts  were  held  responsible  for  the 
prudent  exercise  of  their  powers,  for  rendering  themselves 
thoroughly  accessible  to  the  people,  for  acquiring  a  salutary 
personal  influence  over  their  sympathies  and  affections.  It  was 
for  them  to  encourage  and  protect  trade,  to  influence  the  tribes 
favourably,  whether  on  the  north-western  frontier  bordering  on, 
Afghanistan  and  Sinde,  or  the  south-eastern  frontier  which  is 
full  of  British  planters'  interests,  to  make  them  feel  an  interest 
in  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order.  Such,  then,  -wus 
the  policy  of  the  Earl  of  Mayo.  To  break  down  jealousy  and 
suspicion  beyond  our  border  amon?  those  exercising  rule  and 
authority ;  to  enforce  order  and  induce  friendly  feeling  among 
those  who  hitherto  had  been  thought  amenable  to  punishment 
only,  or  with  whom  relations  of  amity  had  been  but  little  at- 
tempted or  thought  of  amidst  the  border  barbarism  with  which 
our  frontier  officers  have  had  to  cope  as  our  dominion  has  been 
extended  to  the  ^reat  mountain  ranges.  His  bearing  towards 
the  feudatory  chiefs  of  India  was  akin  to  this  policy.     Firm  in 
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exacting  the  duty  he  was  bound  to  require,  he  was  liberal  of 
friendly  demonstration.  He  freely  invited  them  to  co-operate 
with  the  British  Government  in  those  schemes  of  improv^nent 
^e  execution  and  application  of  which  in  modifying  the 
habits  of  thought  of  the  people  throughout  the  Empire,  are 
breaking  up  caste  and  superstition,  and  are  affording  an  impetus 
to  practical  education  far  transcending  the  learning  of  the 
schools.  His  words  to  the  assembled  chiefs  of  Kajpootana  in 
such  a  sense  were  very  noble.  We  may  quote  a  few 
sentences : — 

*  Be  assured  that  we  ask  you  to  do  all  this  for  no  other  but  your 
own  benefit.  If  we  wished  you  to  remain  weak  we  should  say,  "  be 
"  poor  and  ignorant  and  disorderly."  It  is  because  we  wish  you  to  be 
strong  that  we  desire  to  see  you  well  instructed  and  well  governed,' 
.  .  .  '  Hourly  is  this  great  Empire  brought  nearer  and  nearer  to 
the  throne  of  oru*  Queen.  The  steam-vessel  and  the  railroad  enable 
England  year  by  year  to  enfold  India  in  a  closer  embrace.  But  the 
coils  she  seeks  to  entwine  around  her  are  not  iron  fetters,  but  the 
golden  chains  of  affection  and  of  peace.  The  times  of  conquest  are 
past ;  the  age  of  improvement  has  begun.' 

While  thus  addressing  the  great  feudatory  chiefs  of  Kajpoo- 
tana, Lord  Mayo  did  indeed  describe  the  great  change  which 
has  come  over  the  aims  of  the  Anglo-Indian  statesman,  as 
compared  with  the  times  alluded  to  in  the  early  pages  of 
this  paper.  He  must  still  direct  his  attention  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  supremacy.  As  we  have  just  seen,  the  foreign  diplo- 
macy may  require  all  his  ingenuity,  and  the  exercise  of  a  firm 
will ;  *  the  correspondence,  the  diplomatic  ientacula^  of  Lord 
Mayo  extended  even  to  St.  Petersburg  in  one  direction,  to  Ava, 
to  Pekin,  to  Teheran,  to  Muscat,  to  Zanzibar  in  others.  But  the 
problems  thus  presented  for  solution,  however  interesting  and 
engrossing,  are  by  no  means  the  only  difficulties  to  be  encoun- 
tered ;  are  perhaps  not  those  demanding  the  greatest  firmness 
of  purpose,  as  shown  in  the  application  of  important  decisions 
in  the  face  of  popular  opposition,  and  at  the  risk  of  widely- 
spread  discontent.  Lord  Mayo's  force  of  character  was  about 
to  be  tried  in  this  direction  very  shortly  after  his  triumphant 
interview  with  the  Ameer  of  Cabul,  and  before  the  close  of 
the  first  year  of  his  administration. 

*  '  I  would  give  much,'  writes  one  of  Lord  Mayo's  most  trusted 
.  officers,  *  to  have  been  able  to  send  you  our  correspondence  with  St. 

Petersburg  and  elsewhere,  which  show  Lord  Mayo's  strong  personal 
will,  and  his  continued  efforts  in  trying  to  develop  a  real  policy. 
But  we  cannot  for  years  make  the  smallest  use,  directly  or  indirectly,  of 
such  papers.* 
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The  ordinary  English  reader  is  at  times  perplexed  bj  the 
outcries  regarding  Indian  finance.  Comparisons  are  hastily 
drawn  between  India  and  England.  It  is  assumed  that  the 
distant  financier  must  be  in  the  wrong  when  deficits  are  de- 
clared, when  income  fails  in  equilibrium  with  expenditure. 
The  true  facts  of  India  and  of  British  dominion  in  India  escape 
notice.  What  are  those  facts  ?  They  may  be  briefly  stated 
We  have  very  recently  emerged  from  the  aera  of  conquest 
and  subjugation.  The  effort  has  been  made,  and  not  unsuc- 
cessfully, to  compass  in  India  the  progressive  work  of  a  cen- 
tury, at  least  of  what  has  taken  many  centuries  in  the  civilised 
countries  of  Europe,  in  the  last  twenty-five  years.  Thus  from 
day  to  day  do  new  questions  arise  presenting  the  greatest 
complexity.  Civilisation  asserts  her  pretensions.  The  State 
declares  itself  responsible  for  the  effects  of  fiamine  on  the  one 
hand,  and  for  such  evils  as  flow  from  a  deficient  education  of 
the  masses  on  the  other.  The  great  change  then  coming  over 
the  views  of  those  charged  with  the  direction  of  affairs  in  India 
began  to  make  itself  seen  and  felt  towards  the  close  of  Lord 
Dalhousie's  reign.  As  yet,  however,  it  was  but  the  beginning. 
It  was  subsequent  to  the  rebellion  of  1857  that  the  blaze  of 
European  light  was  turned  directly  on  the  East ;  that  the  first 
participation  in  what  could  be  got  from  modem  discovery, 
thought,  and  enterprise  was  declared  to  be  the  heritage  and  the 
right  of  British  India  which  Englishmen  were  bound  to  afford 
her,  and  which  she  was  bound  to  accept,  even  though  lui  will- 
ingly, because  of  her  inexperience  and  io;norance,  of  her  blind 
adherence  to  the  forms  and  superstitions  belonging  to  the  past. 
It  was  not  sufiicient  that  there  should  be  an  evolution  of  law 
which  might  take  the  place  of  personal  government,  however 
just  the  intentions  of  the  latter,  however  mitigated  the  sense 
of  self-assertion  in  the  ruling  race.  It  was  not  enough  to  con- 
sider security  from  physical  ills,  to  provide  for  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  lot  of  the  population  almost  infinite  in  number^ 
in  their  fields  and  in  their  huts.  But  it  became  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  English  people,  and  of  the  governing  class  repre- 
senting them  in  the  East,  to  impregnate  the  Indian  world 
with  the  moral  and  practical  wisdom  of  Europe,  to  give  it  all 
the  material  means  resulting  from  the  application  of  the  latter, 
to  become  the  spiritual  leaven  of  the  vast  community  which 
had  been  gathered  under  their  dominion.  The  immense  estate 
was  to  be  developed,  its  resources  were  to  be  expanded,  the 
education  of  the  masses  was  to  be  cared  for,  the  alleviation  of 
pauperism,  of  great  physical  calamity,  was  to  be  attended 
to  according  to  the  most  approved  modern  principles  and 
fashions.     The  accomplishment  of  such  great  and  mi 
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cent  aims  comes^  after  all^  to  be  a  question  of  cost*  On 
Earl  Canning  had  devolved  the  task  of  finding  ways  and 
means  for  the  rebellion  and  war^  and  to  restore  the  finances 
when  peace  again  made  it  possible.  He  was  also  overtaken  by 
the  flood  of  modern  improvement.  The  British  estate  of 
modem  India  was  rapidly  becoming  mortgaged  on  account  of 
that  improvement.  The  national  resources  were  pledged. 
New  plans  of  taxation  were  devised.  Financial  system  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  Wilson,  although  he  did  not  live  to  mature 
his  designs  or  to  give  them  the  solidity,  the  want  of  which  has 
ever  been  felt  since  his  early  and  lamented  death. 

Vacillation  and  frequent  change  of  practice  cannot  but  be 
fatal  to  financial  success,  and  of  this  an  instance  has  been  seen 
in  the  management  of  the  Indian  exchequer.  Lord  Law- 
rence, when  he' arrived  in  Calcutta  in  1864,  found  Lord  Can- 
ning's income-tax.  Impressed  with  the  condition  of  the  Indian 
finances,  he  desired  to  retain  the  impost  as  a  permanent 
arrangement,  such  as  it  has  become  among  ourselves.  In  this 
he  was  thwarted  and  outvoted  by  his  Council,  as  we  believe, 
wrongly. 

The  Viceroy's  appreciation  of  the  ultimate  demands  on  the 
exchequer,  of  the  certain  growth  of  those  demands,  of  the 
duties  which  would  be  incumbent  on  himself,  and  of  the  uncer- 
tainty affecting  certain  branches  of  revenue,  was  more  just  than 
that  of  his  responsible  advisers,  including  his  financial  member 

*  The  following  note  may  be  useful  for  the  appreciation  of  the 
internal  growth  of  India.  The  large  increment  of  revenue,  if  con- 
eidered  with  the  corresponding  increase  of  expenditure,  affords  a  fair 
measure  of  the  new  class  of  duties  thrown  on  the  modern  Governor  of 
India : — 

Thus,  in  1856-57  the  revenue  stood  at  .         .         .     33,019,636 
„         1870-71  „  „         .        .        .     51,413,633 


7> 


1856-57  the  ordinary  expenditure  was      .     34,198,101 


„  1870-71         ,,  „  „        „  ,    49,930,695 

Add  for  public  works  extraordinary         .         .         .       1,167,810 

51,098,505 

The  details  show  that  the  charge  for  the  public  debt  had  risen  in 
the  ratio  of  2  to  1,  this  being  chiefly  due  to  the  Mutiny  ;  of  education 
^  3  to  1,  of  medical  arrangements  as  3  to  1,  of  law  and  justice,  of  5  to 
3.  It  is  further  shown  that  while  the  post-office  a  little  more  than 
covers  its  expenses,  telegraphs  and  railways  work  at  a  loss.  The 
general  rise  of  wages  and  of  the  cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life  has 
effected  every  department  of  the  State. 
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of  Council,,  to  which  he  very  reluctantly  yielded.  The  inccme* 
tax  disappeared  early  in  1865.  It  was  soon  feilt  that  a  auUti- 
tute  must  be  found  in  its  place.  A  new  impost  was  aceordisglj 
laid  on  trades  and  industry  which  was  called  a  license-tax.  U 
was  held  for  a  few  years  that  an  equilibrium  had  Ueen  aocom- 

J^lished  between  income  and  expendituroi  indeed  that  the 
brmer  was  in  a  more  favourable  position.  That  this  sad»* 
factory  condition  had  been  established,  depended  on  adherenoe 
to  a  policy  based  pn  the  recognition  of  the  truth,  that  it  waa 
impossible  to  effect  the  great  public  works  demanded  by  offi- 
cial, physical,  and  social  necessities  in  India  out  of  income. 
According  to  that  policy,  a  distinction  was  drawn  between 
works  extraordinary  which  were  to  be  charged  to  capita  m 
other  words,  to  be  defrayed  out  of  funds  raised  bj  loan,  and 
the  ordinary  expenditure  which  was  fairly  chargeable  to  income, 
the  surplus  from  the  latter  being  applicable  in  alleviation  «f 
the  future  loans. .  This  policy  was  fully  approved^  by  the  ooft- 
trolling  authority.  It  ultimately  included  railways,  irrigatioD 
works  on  a  large  scale,  and  the  rebuilding  of  the  bamickB 
throughout  India  for  the  British  regiments,  in  accordance  with 
orders  from  home,  ^d  a  strong  expression  of  public  opinion  in 
England  and  in  Ipdia.  This  latter  undertaking  was  to  b^ 
effected  in  five  years,*  and  to  cost  ten  millions.     We  believe 

♦  Thi«  great  work  is  a  very  bright  feature  in  the  public  works'  td- 
piinistration  of  Lord  Lawrence.  Sanitary  Commissioners  had  sat  19 
England  and  in  India.  It  was  proved  beyond  a  doubt  that  our  Euro- 
pean soldiers  were  exposed  to  sickness  and  death  in  the  climate  of 
the  plains  of  India,  much  of  which  might  be  saved  if  their  barracb 
were  improved.  The  plans  matured  in  India  in  consequence  were 
criticised  and  approved  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  The 
work  having  been  once  put  in  hand  was  pushed  by  Lord  Lawrence 
with  his  accustomed  energy.  About  five  millions  of  money  were  ^)ent 
in  the  several  projects  before  he  resigned  office.  The  practical  rwuli 
on  the  health  of  the  troops  in  India  has  been  most  satisfiEUStory,  aa  shown 
by  the  following  table  taken  from  the  *Army  Medical  Report*  of 
1873:— 


Ratio 

•ptr  1,000  of  mean  Strength, 

1873 

1863-72 

\  . 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Died 

1 

Admitted  to 
Ho^ital 

Died 

2712 
23-07 

19-88 

Bengal 

Madras 

Bombay 

1,334-9 
1,251-7 
1,312 

1604 
19-90  , 

13-02  1 

1 

1,549-6 
1,730-7 
1,4380 
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lliere  k  Kttle  doubt  that  the  Bubsequent  uncertainty  and  dis- 
order of  the  Indian  finances  would  have  been  avoided  had  the 
principles  thus  described  been  logically  acted  up  to.  But  this 
was  not  to  be.<  In  the  treatment  of  all  these  matters  a  want 
of  fixedness  of  purpose  made  itself  apparent.  Following  the 
analogy  of  what  had  been  done  in  England  regarding  the 
construction  of  the  coast  fortifications,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
afber  ^  much  perpending,'  had  said  that  the  rebuilding  of  the 
permanent  barracks  should  be  a  ^  public  work  extraordinary/ 
^t  is  to  say^  should  be  paid  for  with  borrowed  money.  Xiord 
Lawrence  did  not  quite  act  in  this  sense.  He  held  that  it 
was  undoubtedly  a  serious  evil  to  be  compelled  to  incur  debt 
even  for  such  purposes.  In  short,  the  distinction  to  be  ob'<- 
served  between  what  was  possible  with  reference  to  available 
income  from  ordinary  resources,  and  the  demands  imposed  on 
him  by  extraordinary^  exp^aditure,  that  expenditure  being 
meant  to  compress  into  a  very  few  years,  what  but  for  circum^ 
stances  beyond  control  might  fairly  have  been  spread  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  did  not  perliaps  strike  him  so  forcibly  as 
it  did  some  other  members  of  his  Government.  Hence,  ac^ 
cording  to  our  appreciation  of  all  the  facts  of  the  time,  an 
apparent  extravagance  and  illegitimate  incurring  of  debt,  when 
in  truth  the  national  resources  were  most  properly  applied ; 
when,  so  far  as  was  permitted  by  an  sera  of  great*  progress 
and  development,  a  very  rigid  economy  was  practised.  In 
short,  the  difference  was  one  of  account  and  system.  It  re- 
solved itself  into  this  kind  of  question :  Shall  loans  be  raised 
in  advance  for  the  prosecution  of  works  to  come,  as  we  see  in 
the  case  of  great  industrial  private  constructions  ?  or,  taking 
advantage  of  a  treasury  system,  shall  these  works  be  effected  by 

£ 
•  Between  these  two  years  1862-63  and  1870-71  in  all 
India  there  were  spent  on  the  construction  of  new 
military  buildings  and  works 9,392,645 

During  the  same  period  the  expenditure  on  new  works 
classed  as  civil  buildings  amounted  to        •         .         .     5,347,215 

For  communications  and  roads,   &c.  &c.,  other  than 
railways .     6,944,17^ 

Miscellaneous  public  improvements  affecting  Harbours, 
&c 1,628,992 

(SirJiichard  Temple's  Comparisons  of  Revenues  and  Charges^  ^c.  ^c.) 

The  details  of  this  expenditure  are  highly  interesting  and  illuHtrative 
of  what  is  advanced  in  the  text.  They  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  vast 
srea  of  the  three  Presidencies  of  India. 
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subtracting  from  the  ordinary  income  what  is  generally  wanted 
for  other  purposes,  loans  being  called  for  only  when  the  balances 
in  the  treasury  have  been  thus  reduced  inconveniently  low  ?  It 
is  clear  that  the  latter  method  could  not  fail  to  leave  the  ex- 
chequer in  apparent  deficit,  while  the  other  arrangement  would 
avoid  the  semblance  of  financial  failure.  On  the  other  hand, 
by  many  very  excellent  authorities  this  second  alternative, 
which  thus  leads  to  apparent  deficit,  is  considered  to  be  the 
safest  as  tending  to  prudence  and  caution,  the  deficit  being  in 
truth  nominal  rather  than  real  with  regard  to  the  remuneratiye 
work  done.  Such,  we  understand,  to  have  been  the  motiyes 
and  the  reasoning  guiding  Lord  Lawrence,  his  policy  having 
been  supported  by  his  system  of  taxation,  which  amounted 
indeed  to  a  very  moderate  reimposition  of  income-tax  under 
another  name. 

For  such  reasons  was  it  that  during  his  first  year  of  office 
Lord  Mayo  found  the  finances  of  India  in  an  unsatisfactoiy 
state.  According  to  Sir  John  Strachey,  when  he  assumed  the 
Government,  there  had  been  heavy  deficits  for  the  two  previous 
years,  as  shown  by  the  completed  accounts.  The  years  1868-9 
closed  with  a  deficit  on  the  ordinary  account  of  no  less  than 
2,800,000/.,  or,  if  the  extraordinary  account  be  included,  of 
4,100,000/.  After  the  brief  explanation  afforded  above,  it  will 
be  understood  that  under  the  first  head  was  in  all  probability 
included  most  of  what  should  have  been  comprised  under  the 
second,  if  a  policy  deliberately  framed  had  been  strictly  carried 
out. 

It  is  due  to  Lord  Lawrence  as  well  as  to  the  Earl  of  Mayo 
to  say  that  the  latter  thoroughly  accepted  and  acted  on  the 
principles  adopted  by  his  predecessor.  It  was  true  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  *  ordinary '  deficits  of  the  previous 
year  was  nominal ;  that  the  oscillations  of  policy  regarding  the 
barracks  had  caused  a  charge  on  ordinary  revenue  which  was 
originally  intended  to  come  from  loans  ;  that  heavy  advances 
had  been  made  for  the  Abyssinian  War ;  that  deposits  had 
been  repaid  largely  in  excess  of  receipts.  All  this  might  be, 
and  undoubtedly  was  so ;  but  Lord  Mayo  felt  that  it  was  not 
for  him  to  deal  with  excuses  for  the  deficit,  but  to  deal  with  the 
deficit  itself.  He  considered  it  to  be  his  duty  to  restore  the 
cash  balances  which  had  been  inconveniently  if  not  perilously 
reduced,  to  provide  for  a  real  equilibrium,  to  extinguish  deficits. 
All  the  character  and  courage  of  the  man  came  forth  on  the 
occasion.  As  Lord  Lawrence  before  him,  he  preferred  to  face 
unpopularity,  to  engage  in  disagreeable  conflict  with  excited 
and  disaffected  public  opinion,  rather  than  swerve  from  what 
he  believed  to  be  his  duty  in  this  great  matter. 
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The  income-tax  and  the  salt  duties  were  raised  in  the  middle 
of  the  financial  year.  Large  reductions  of  expenditure  were 
ordered.  Public  works  which  could  be  stopped  without  posi- 
tive loss  were  arrested.  The  military  outlay  on  each  account 
was  subjected  to  a  stem  review.  Yet  while  carrying  such 
measures  and  personally  attending  to  their  execution^  it  may 
perhaps  be  said  there  never  was  a  statesman  to  whom  the  impo- 
sition of  burdens  on  the  people  wai^  more  odious.  This  arose 
not  only  from  the  native  kindliness  of  his  disposition — he  be- 
lieved that  the  prosperity  of  a  nation  depends  on  a  rigid  eco- 
nomy. That  economy  extends  to  the  consideration  of  the 
popular  resources^  which  as  far  as  possible  should  be  left  to 
fructtfy  in  a  free  and  natural  manner.  Only  such  demands 
should  be  made  on  behalf  of  the  Treasury  as  may  serve  to 
liberate  trade  and  industry  and  maintain  Imperial  solvency. 
He  had  clearly  been  a  careiul  observer  of  the  principles  and 
administration  of  the  late  Sir  Kobert  Peel. 

As  when  the  income-tax  was  imposed  by  the  great  English 
statesman^  it  was  with  a  view  to  future  substantial  improvement 
which  should  many  times  compensate  for  the  immediate  burden ; 
so  Lord  Mayo  contemplated  the  ultimate  results  of  his  taxes 
and  his  reduced  expenditure.     Here  are  his  own  words : — 

'  We  are  engaged  in  great  interests,  and  dealing  with  enormous^ 
sums — we  are  engaged  in  an  attempt  which  may  be  summed  up  in. 
two  or  three  words.  We  have  to  change  the  fiscal  condition  of  the 
country  in  such  a  way  as  to  give,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  a 
financial  advantage  of  upwards  of  three  millions  of  money.     \  am  now 

raking,  not  only  the  opinion  of  the  Government  of  India,  but  also 
t  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  when  I  say  that  it  is  decided  that — 
looking  to  the  many  fiuctuating  items  in  the  resoiurces  of  the  country,.. 
to  the  risks  to  which  we  are  liable,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  interests 
involved — unless  such  a  result  is  obtained,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
Indian  finance  stands  on  a  sound  and  substantial  basis.  Although  if 
this  great  reduction  of  expenditure  may  be  in  a  few  cases  somewhat  to 
injure  individual  interests,  or,  what  is  far  more  important,  to  post- 
pone for  a  short  period  works  of  usefulness  in  which  we  are  all  deeply 
interested,  yet  by  making  these  sacrifices  now,  we  shall  lay  up  for 
ourselves  a  great  store  of  safety  and  welfare  for  hereafter ;  for  unless 
such  a  course  is  taken,  we  cannot  hope  to  carry  on  with  success,  and 
finish  within  any  reasonable  time,  great  works  of  improvement  which 
are  so  necessary  to  the  life,  the  comfort,  the  health,  and  the  safety  of 
the  people,  and  to  the  speedy  completion  of  which  the  honour  and  the 
credit  of  this  Government  are  so  irrevocably  pledged.*  ♦ 


•  Lord  Mayo's  Income-tax  Speech,  November  19,  1869. 
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The  measures  here  alluded  to  improved  the  finances  of 
1969-70  by  more  than  1,700,000/.,  and  with  the  help  of  certab 
windfalls  credited  in  the  accounts  of  that  year  deficit  was 
avoided*  The  surplus  in  the  ordinary  accounts  of  the  three 
years  of  his  goverimient  amo.unted  to  4,300,000/.,  and  even  in- 
cluding the  extraordinary  expenditure  for  the  irrigation  works 
and  railways,  the  outgoings  have  exceeded  the  income  of  the 
State  by  less  than  150,000/.*  This  great  result  having,  as  we  are 
told  by  Sir  John  Strachey,  ^  been  obtained  without  any  serious 
^  permanent  addition  to  the  burdens  of  the  people,'  is  perhaps 
the  most  memorable  instance  of  success,  following  on  firmness 
in  the  enforcement  of  thrift  and  attention  to  detaus  of  expendi- 
ture in  a  large  and  complicated  administration,  to  be  found  in 
the  annals  of  any  government  with  which  we  are  acquainted. 
But.  what  must  have  been  the  difficulty  and  the  labour  of  en- 
forcing the  due  economy,  of  ensuring  the  co-operation  as  wcD 
as  the  mere  obedience  of  the  subordinate  governments,  of  exe- 
cuting the  required  reform,  in  the  reduction  of  it  to  a  system 
which  should  afford  a  quality  of  permanence,  of  obtaining 
assent  to  important  details  on  the  part  of  the  controlling  an- 
thority  ? 

In  the  first  place,  let  us  turn  to  the  manner  in  which  Lord 
Mayo  had  to  assert  himself  on  account  of  the  last  considera- 
tion. 

During  the  three  years  of  Lord  Mayo's  government  he 
managed  to  effect  reductions  in  military  expenditure  amount- 
ing to  more  than  half  a  million  annually.  This  was  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  reductions  he  thought  possible  and  recom- 
mended as  advisable,  but  it  was  all  he  was  able  to  effect  in  the 
face  of  adverse  circumstances  and  controlling  authority.  It  may 
seem  strange  to  those  little  conversant  with  our  Eastern  ar- 
rangements to  learn  that  there  are  in  India  three  entirely 
separate  military  establishments — the  Bengal,  the  Madras, 
and  the  Bombay  armies,  which  are  protected  and  ruled  by 
their  respective  departmental  authorities,  and  severally  repre- 
sented by  members  of  the  Council  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
who  have  been  transplanted  from  the  different  presidencies. 
Accordingly,  if  the  Government  of  India  propose  a  large 
economical  plan  for  military  economy,  invohang  reduction  of 
portions  of  the  rival  native  armies,  the  establishments  are 
likely  to  be  defended  by  their  local  authorities  in  India,  and, 
we  must  believe,  indirectly  and  directly  too  by  their  represen- 
tatives in  the  London  Council. 

Thus  it  happens  that  a  well-considered  scheme  may  be  sent 
home  by  a  Viceroy  in  answer  to  a  peremptory  summons  from 
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the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  cause  of  economy.     But  it  does 
not  follow  that  acquiescence  or  even  a  display  of  faint  appro-^ 
bation  will  be  afforded  in  return  to  the  efforts  of  the  Viceroy 
and  his  Council.     The  resources  of  the  separate  military  esta- 
blishments, whether  in   India   or  Downing  Street,  may  be 
found  to  be  too  potent  for  the  Viceroy.     He  thus  might  en- 
counter official  rebuff  when  he  required  support  in  the  face  of 
professional  urgency,  and  the  unpopularity  accruing  to  a  most 
ungrateful  task.     To  the  best  of  our  recollection,  something 
Kke  this  was  believed  to  have  occurred  in  answer  to  the  care- 
fully matured  designs  of  the  Government  of  India.     The  ego 
of  Ae  Duke  of  Argyll  in  a  despatch  calling  for  economy  is 
said  to  have  differed  from  the  ego  which   acknowledged  the 
econcHnical  designs  of  the  Indian  Viceroy.     It  has  been  sug- 
gested to  us  that  the  one  ego  may  have  asked  for  economy  m 
the  Financial  Department  of  the  India  Office,  but  that  the 
Viceroy  was  snubbed  by  the  other  ego  in  the  Military  one. 
However  this  may  be,  the  larger  reductions  were  not  permitted. 
They  would  have   chiefly  fallen  on  the  Madras   army,   that 
force  being  in  eiccess  of  what  was  wanted  by  the  Presidency 
of  Madras,  and  composed,  as  regards  the  classes  from  which 
it  is  recruited,  of  the  weakest  elements  known  in  India  for 
military  purposes.    These  facts  are  not  hidden  from  the  public ; 
a  late  Governor  of  Madras  had  admitted,  long  before  Lord 
Mayo's  proposals  went  home,  that  the  army  of  the  presidency 
was  more  numerous  than  was  necessary. 

It  may  be  mentioned  in  passing  that  Lord  Mayo's  military 
advisers-^ Lord  Sandhurst  and  the  late  Sir  Henry  Durand — 
both  urged  the  vital  importance  on  economical  and  military 
grounds  of  abolishing  separate  military  departments  and  esta- 
blishments, with  all  their  extravagance  and  jealousies,  the 
same  being  an  anachronism  in  these  days  of  railroads  and  tele- 
graphs, while  for  political  and  military  reasons  they  held 
that  the  local  character  of  the  Native  Forces  should  be  main- 
tained, like  the  police  of  the  several  presidencies.  This  reform 
must  come  sooner  or  later.  Till  it  does,  economy  combined 
With  efficiency  is  an  impossibility  in  the  Indian  military 
establishments. 

Certain  reforms,  having  like  ends  in  view,  in  the  Artillery 
Brigades  stationed  in  India,  which  had  long  been  pressed  on 
the  Government  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  India,  and 
were  fully  adopted  by  Lord  Mayo,  were  also  carried  after  a 
time,  by  which  a  considerable  money  saving  was  effected, 
while  the  power  of  the  Artillery  for  immediate  action  was 
increased.     In  this  matter  the  friction  to  be  overcoom  was 
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not  that  of  rival  presidencies,  but  of  War  Office  and  of  India 
Office. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  on  occasions  a  Viceroy  must  meet  his 
controlling  authority  with  courteous  but  firm  assertion  of  what 
is  right,  and  that  in  the  end  the  right  prospers  and  the  Viceroy 
succeeds.  Such  was  Lord  Majo's  action,  and  such  his  reward. 
While,  however,  thus  enforcing  economy,  and  laying  down  in 
practice,  so  far  as  he  was  allowed,  that  every  shilling  spent  in 
unnecessary  military  outlay  was  sinful  waste  of  national  re- 
sources, he  was  careful  to  pay  attention  to,  and  to  supply 
the  means  of,  physical  and  moral  amelioration  for  the  troops, 
and  in  conjunction  with  his  military  advisers  to  look  anxiously 
to  every  required  improvement  in  armament,  equipment,  and 
quarters.  The  whole  army  was  during  his  time  supplied  with 
rifled  arms.  New  factories  were  established  for  this  purpose. 
He  pressed  for  the  introduction  of  heavier  field  guns,  and  for 
the  total  disappearance  of  smooth  bores  from  our  batteries  in 
India. 

It  was  not,  however,  in  adding  to  taxes  and  by  reduction  of 
establishments,  military  or  other,  and  the  stoppage  of  works 
which  might  wait  without  overwhelming  inconvenience,  that 
Lord  Mayo's  financial  and  administrative  policy  was  chiefly 
distinguished,  much  as  he  immediately  effected  by  the  former, 
and  true  as  it  is  that  his  decision*  in  these  matters  afforded  the 
basis  on  which  Indian  finance  was  in  future  to  rest  with  re- 
ference to  equilibrium  of  income  and  expenditure.  His  chief 
merit  was  perhaps  to  be  found  in  the  finnness  with  which  he 
asserted  sound  principles  in  the  application  of  the  national  re- 
sources to  national  development. 

The  interest  taken  by  Lord  Mayo  in  agricultural  improve- 
ment was  a  prominent  feature  of  his  administration.     He  was, 

m       '  '  I  ■     ■—  ■■^»  ■  ^   ■  -■     ■   ■  ■  ■»■■  ■■  i^^-.-— I  II  ■  ■■—■■■  .1  ■  ,  —  ~ 

♦  *  Taking  the  expenditure  within  the  control  of  Government, 
namely,  the  cost  of  Civil  Administration,  Law  and  Justice,  Public 
Works,  the  Army  and  the  Marine  Service,  I  find  that  the  average 
annual  expenditure  for  the  years  1867-68  to  1869-70  was  31,833,512/. ; 
for  the  tliree  years  1870-71  to  1872-73,  29,748,527/. ;  and  for  the  two 
years  1873-74  and  1874-75,  29,331,193/.  The  average  annual  ex- 
penditure upon  these  services  during  the  last  two  years  is,  therefore,  less 
by  2,500,000  than  it  was  six  years  ago.  These  figures  show  that 
while  on  the  one  hand  the  revenue  steadily  increases,  although  not  at 
a  very  high  rate,  on  the  other  the  expenditure  has  been  carefully  su- 
pervised by  the  Grovernment.  I  can  say  this  without  scruple,  because 
the  result  is  mainly  due  to  the  attention  which  was  paid  to  the  control 
of  expenditure  while  Lord  Mayo  was  Viceroy.'  (Extract  firom  Speech 
by  Lord  Northbrook,  August  5,  1875.) 
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perhaps,  the  first  Governor-General  who  gave  his  mind  to  the 
practical  direction  of  official  intelligence  and  the  popular  will 
in  the  way  of  agricultural  reform.  He  believed  that  if  the 
physical  well-being  of  the  people  be  secured,  advance  of  educa- 
tion, of  self-government,  of  loyalty  to  the  ruling  power,  will 
not  be  far  distant.     He  was  ^  the  first  to  give  utterance  to  the 

*  truth  that  in   a  country  nine-tenths  of  whose   population 

*  depend  for  their  livelihood  upon  the  land,  the  foundations  of 

*  national   progress    must   rest  upon   a  healthy   agricultural 

*  development.'  *  He  was  convinced  that  in  India  agricul- 
ture and  commerce  move  hand  in  hand.  Such  considerations 
led  hun  to  suggest  the  formation  of  a  new  department  of 

*  Revenue,  Agriculture,  and  Commerce,'  which  has  now  been 
organised. 

We  have  been  familiarised  of  late  years  in  this  country  with 
the  importance  of  irrigation  in  India.  Famine,  which  almost 
yearly  recurs  in  some  part  or  other  of  that  wide  area,  can  only 
be  met  by  the  certainty  of  production  resulting  from  irrigation 
in  tropical  climates,*  and  the  improvement  of  means  of  commu- 
nication. With  respect  to  the  former,  it  may  be  said  Lord 
Mayo  had  little  more  to  do,  as  regards  design  and  execution  of 
great  schemes  of  irrigating  canalisation,  than  to  follow  what 
had  been  determined  on  by  his  predecessors,  and  more  especially 
by  Lord  Lawrence.  But  where  he  shone  was  in  laying  down  the 
financial  principles  on  which  these  schemes  should  be  executed. 
Thus  he  considered  that  within  a  limited  period  these  works, 
involving  an  outlay  of  some  twenty  millions  of  money,  could 
be  made  to  repay  the  capital  expenditure.  He  believed  that 
bound  as  we  are  to  provide  against  recurring  famine,  we  are 
at  least  equally  bound  to  ensure  the  repayment  of  capital  ex- 
penditure on  such  account.  Reasoning  in  this  manner,  he  de- 
sired to  apply  to  India  in  the  consideration  of  this  question 
^hat  obtains  in  England  with  reference  to  works  of  local 
utility;  viz., 

'  to  charge  on  a  certain  district  the  repayment  of  capital,  interest,  and 
the  cost  of  maintenance,  because  it  is  held  that  the  construction  o£ 
such  works  confers  extensive  advantages  upon  the  whole  neighbour- 

•  Sir  John  Strachey. 

t  Between  1862--63  and  1870-71  the  total  outlay  on  new  irrigation 
works  has  amounted  to  5,173,744^.  In  the  Bengal  Presidency,  in  four 
of  the  great  canal  systems,  the  number  of  acres  irrigated  has  risen 
from  872,865  at  the  former  date  to  1,710,734  at  the  latter. 

(General  Explanations,  <&c.  <&c.,  by  the  Hon.  Sir  Richard  Temple,  in 
a  Comparison  of  Revenues  and  Charges  for  the  years  1856-57  and 
1870-71:) 
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hood.'  •  .  •  'When  we  see  that  the  cost, of  the  ordinary  ad- 
nunistration  of  this  country  is  such  that  it  can  hardly  be  defrayed  out 
of  ordinary  revenue,  and  when  we  look  to  the  increased  cost  of  that  ad- 
ministration  which  improvement  must  necessarily  bring,  I  say  that  it 
must  be  plain  that  it  is  impossible  to  add  indefinitely  in  regard  to 
reproductive  works  without  dangerously  crippling  our  power.' 

Such  was  his  reasoning  and  why  he  determined  that  the 
land  which  benefits  by  them  should  bear  the  main  burden  &r 
the  capital  and  interest  expended  on  irrigation  worjcs.  The 
soundness  of  the  principle  is  undeniable.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  to  give  effect  to  it  in  legislation.  But  Lord  Mayo  could 
only  accept  as  a  compromise  so  much  as  was  acceded  to  by 
the  controlling  power  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Our  space  is 
limited.  We  must  therefore  forego  the  temptation  .to  give  in 
detail  the  excellent  design  put  forward  by  Lord  Mayo  for  the 
application  of  his  principles. 

Equal  in  importance  to  the  immense  question  of  land  irri- 
gation in  India  stands  the  matter  of  railway  extension.  In  the 
consideration  of  the  latter  the  principles  laid  down  and  the 
action  pursued  by  the  Viceroy  were  akin  to  what  he  had  sug- 
gested and  done  with  respect  to  the  other  subject.  Railway 
extension  was  to  be  resolutely  pursued^  bi^t  on  the  understand- 
ing that  economy  of  execution  was  to  be  enforced  in  a  manner 
as  yet  not  conceived  in  India  or  in  England  as  possible  of 
general  application.  He  laid  down  as  a  maxim^  railway  exten- 
sion we  must  have,  but  it  must  be  on  the  sole  condition  of 
future  construction  of  lines  according  to  scales  and  rates  of 
cost  which  are  suitable  to  a  poor  country  of  which  the  r^esource^ 
are  as  yet  but  half  developed.  Already  just  before  his  depar- 
ture Lord  Lawrence  had  put  his  signature  to  an  important 
railway  minute,  the  result  of  which  was  the  determination  on 
the  part  of  the  India  Office  and  of  Lord  Mayo  to  abandon  the 
BO-called  guarantee  system  under  which  the  great  trunk  lines 
of  Indian  railways  had  been  constructed.  The  system  which 
had  been  inaugurated  by  Lord  Dalhousie  had  done  its  work 
well  but  expensively.  The  reasons  for  adhering  to  it  were  no 
longer  valid.  Lord  Lawrence's  scheme  contemplated  the  con- 
struction of  many  new  lines,  the  entire  area  of  India  having 
been  comprehensively  considered.  An  expenditure  of  seventy- 
five  millions,  to  be  spread  over  twenty  years,  was  suggested. 
It  was  assumed  that  about  300  miles  of  railway  might  be 
annually  constructed  on  a  standard  of  outlay  of  12,000/.  a 
mile,  or  a  capital  expenditure  of  about  3f  millions  sterUng  per 
annum,  without  too  great  a  strain  on  the  resources  of  India,  ]n:o- 
vided  that  there  was  due  resistance  ^  to  additional  capital  outlay 
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*  without  oreatia^  4kar  additional  paying  power  in  return/ 
To  Lord  Mayo  himself  belongs  the  credit  of  insisting  on  a 
mtfte  economical  construction  of  the  large  system  of  lines 
which  had  been  proposed  by  Lord  Lawrence^  the  introduction 
of  the  narrow  or  metre  gauge^  of  thus  reducing  the  charge  to 
6,000/.  a  mile ;  the  policy  of  direct  construction  by  the  State 
instead  of  through  the  medium  of  a  company  having  been 
adopted.*  He  dedared  positively  that  we  must  either  have  cheap 
nulways  or  none  at  all.  The  expediency  of  having  recourse 
to  a  narrow  gauge  had  been  faintly  shadowed  out  by  Lord 
Lawrence,  but  the  struggle  of  enforcing  this  economy,  and  of 
carrying  reforms  apparently  antagonistic  to  the  interests  of 
powerful  companies  of  which  the  headquarters  were  in  Lon- 
don, and  not  without  Parliamentary  influence,  of  shutting 
them  out  from  a  profitable  field,  fell  to  Lord  Mayo.  He  was 
equal  to  the  occasion.  The  practical  knowledge  and  experi-- 
ence  of  the  subject  which  he  displayed  were  as  marked  as  his 
determination  to  enforce  his  views  was  resolute,  and  his  action 
was  prudent  and  conciliatory.  The  application  of  the  policy 
of  railway  extension  was  at  the  same  time  pushed  in  the  States 
under  native  rule  by  a  liberal  diplomacy.  Co-operation  from  the 
princes  of  India  for  the  general  improvement  and  for  advance- 
ment of  commerce  throughout  the  peninsula  was  secured.  A 
crown  was  thus  put  on  the  eflPorts  and  the  work  of  the  Viceroy 
in  his  great  designs  for  ensuring  the  food,  for  relieving  the 
taxation,  and  for  unpiroving  the  moral  existence  of  the  commu'- 
nity  at  large,  whether  imder  British  or  native  rule,  by  his- 
thorough  searching  but  economical  systems  of  agricultural  and 
inigational  development,  and  of  intelligent  railway  extension. 
It  remains  to  notice  an  arrangement  which  has  an  important 
financial  bearing,  while  its  political  character  was  of  a  kind  to 
excite  much  discussion  and  feeling  in  India  generally,  but  more 
especially  in  the  governing  class.  That  which  through  a  mis- 
nomer has  been  called  the  Decentralisation  of  Finance  may  be 
thus  briefly  described.  Till  recently  it  had  been  the  custom  of 
the  subordinate  governments  to  estimate  for  their  local  or 
domestic  wants,  such  as  police,  jails,  education,  registration, 
medical,  printing  and  Civil  Public  Works,  and  to  draw  on  the 
Supreme  Government  simply  for  as  much  as  they  could  obtain 
from  it     It  was  a  constant  struggle  between  the  two  autho* 

•  In  1856-57  the  capital  expenditure  of  the  guaranteed  railways 
was  13,404,236/.  In  1870-71  the  guaranteed  capital  had  risen  to 
91,102,810/.,  the  loss  to  the  State  in  the  payment  of  intereBt  being  not 
leas  than  1,834,811/. 
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rities.  An  insubordinate,  a  captious,  or  an  exacting  inferior 
was  likely  to  prosper  better  in  enforcing  demands  than  one 
of  milder  pretensions.  Economy  on  the  part  of  the  superior 
became  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible.  Grants  were 
adjusted  by  a  series  of  compromises.  Expenditure  constantly 
grew  in  consequence.  A  wholesome  check  as  supposed  to 
exist  in  the  immediate  control  was  practically  shown  to  be 
non-existent. 

It  was  at  length  determined  by  Lord  Mayo  to  throw  the  res- 
ponsibility  of  findins:  ways  and  means  and  of  expenditure  within 
^rtain  weII-deSne?lim{te  on  the  spending  minor  govemments, 
certain  funds  and  resources  being  assigned  to  them  for  the 
purpose,  with  the  liberty  to  propose  further  local  taxation  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Supreme  Goyernment  if  they  found 
it  necessary.  This  subject  had  been  much  discussed  in  previoos 
years.  It  had  been  rejected  before  Lord  Mayo's  time  because 
of  the  unwillingness  to  part  with  the  immediate  control  and 
power  of  veto  on  every  kind  of  expenditure,  however  insig- 
nificant The  financial  department  was  not  willing  to  part 
with  power,  with  direct  superintendence  of  the  most  trivial 
character.  It  had  been  in  vain  to  argue  that  the  control  had 
failed,  that  the  veto  had  proved  impotent,  that  the  arms  of  the 
financial  department  were  turned  against  itself.  Till  Lord 
Mayo  scanned  the  problem  which  was  to  be  solved,  the  truth 
escaped  the  supreme  authority  in  India  that  the  minor  go- 
vernments were  too  important,  the  areas  they  administered 
too  large,  their  wants  too  numerous  and  varied  to  admit 
of  their  affairs  being  treated  in  the  direct  fashion  proper  for 
magistracies  and  collectorates.  He  was  the  first  to  i^ply  the 
principle  of  seeking  the  co-operation  of  the  minor  governments 
m  the  application  of  the  nuances  and  the  responsibility  of 
raising  taxes  for  local  purposes,  instead  of  compelling,  or  raiher 
attempting  to  compel  them,  to  move  in  certain  grooves,  and  in 
matters  of  domestic  concern  to  be  ever  thinking  of  a  superior  will 
The  policy  which  thus  commended  itself  to  him  has  proved 
admirably  successful.  The  economy  he  so  ardently  desired 
has  followed  as  he  expected  on  the  appeal  to  proper  motives  of 
action.  But  that  which  was  hardly  looked  for  with  like  con- 
fidence has  also  followed.  So  far  from  there  being  a  tendency 
to  increased  taxation  for  local  purposes  in  the  several  govern- 
ments and  provinces,  the  very  contrary  is  seen.  Thrift  is  prac- 
tised because  the  obligation  of  finding  resources  additional  to 
the  assignments  is  thrown  on  the  spending  power.  No  more 
need  be  said,  except  that  the  complete  success,  as  unanimously 
testified  by  the  several  authorities  interested,  is  a  rare  testimony 
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to  the  sagacity  and  the  decision  with  which  the  project  of  the 
reform  was  entertained,  as  the  complement  to  the  series  of 
financial  and  administrative  arrangements  which  with  his  diplo- 
macy have  put  a  distinctive  character  on  the  Viceroyalty  of 
Lord  Mayo.  The  application  of  administrative  reform  with  a 
view  to  financial  relief;  the  execution  of  a  policy  which  should 
have  the  efiect  of  promoting  an  interest  in  ^ener^l  economy, 
in  providing  highly-placed  and  important  loc^  authorities  with 
motives  for  sparing  instead  of  drawing  on  the  public  purse,  of 
causing  them  to  feel  the  responsibility  before  the  people  for 
their  collections  and  their  outlay ;  the  determination  to  force  the 
expenditure  for  purposes  of  reproduction  and  development  in 
various  ways,  to  move  within  limits  marked  out  alone  by  a  strict 
necessity  and  surrounded  by  the  conditions  of  early  reimburse- 
ment, designate  Lord  Mayo  as  perhaps  the  first  Indian  Ruler 
who  has  brought  to  India  large  and  systematic  ideas  of  finance, 
who  was  able  to  apply  his  principles  in  a  truly  scientific  as 
distinguished  from  a  merely  empirical  sense.  It  is  easy  to  say. 
Be  economical.  Live  within  your  means.  But  in  the  concerns 
of  a  yast  empire  to  do  this  involves  the  most  difficult  problems. 
The  question  is  How  ?  Lord  Mayo  distinctly  showed  in  theory 
and  practice  the  means  and  the  end.  His  successor  reaped  the 
results.  Deficits  had  disappeared.  Lord  Northbrook  has  had 
wherewithal  to  meet  the  Bengal  Famine.  He  has  abolished  the 
income-tax,  a  very  doubtful  operation,*  which  had  already  been 
reduced  in  Lord  Mayo's  last  year.  Of  this  income-tax  he  dis- 
approved in  its  existing  shape.  That  he  considered  should  be 
altered ;  but,  as  declared  by  him  a  few  days  before  his  death, 

•  With  Sir  John  Strachey  we  believe  that  this  trenchant  dealing 
with  the  income-tax,  the  second  change  of  the  kind  in  the  course 
of  eight  years,  was  injudicious.  It  revived  uncertainty,  and  just  at 
the  time  that  the  income-tax  had  been  reduced  to  points  at  which  it 
pressed  neither  on  classes  nor  individuals,  and  that  it  had  come  to  be 
tolerated  as  in  England  through  force  of  habit,  the  Government  of 
India  divested  itself  of  the  only  means  at  its  disposal  for  reaching  the 
incomes  of  classes  which,  being  possessed  of  great  wealth,  entirely 
evade  contribution  to  the  expenses  of  the  State.  Thus  is  further 
relief  of  the  customs  rendered  very  difficult,  whether  as  regards  foreign 
trade  or  the  duties  on  salt  which  operate  as  a  poll-tax  on  the  native 
population  of  India.  But  it  is  the  uncertainty  and  change  of  system 
of  which  we  complain.  Just  as  we  saw  unwillingly  the  reimpo* 
sition  of  the  income-tax  in  India  in  1868,  so  do  we  view  its  subsequent 
abolition  in  1873,  and  for  the  same  reason,  that  in  neither  year  were 
the  reasons  sufficiently  strong  to  justify  an  important  and  vital  change 
in  the  financial  system. 
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there  werie  otimr  fiscal  reforms  affecting  the  sah' duties,  asd 
touching  the  intterestsaiid  the  feelings  of  the  masses  infill  ta 
Hiimbw^  which  dionld  be  considered  l^ove  the  inoome-tix 
was  done  aw^  with ;  that  tax  which  is  only  felt  by  the  higUy 
prosperous  classes,  British  and  Native,  but  is  more  pftrtkalMiy 
resented  in  India  by  the  official  section  ^  die  ftwiu'. 

But  in  thiE  we  «ee  JLokA  Mayo  and  his  policy  at  oiwe.  It 
was  for  India,  for  the  community,  the  people  at  large,  that  he 
thought  and  spoke  and  laboured.     Thus  he  writes : — 

*  I  believe  we  have  not  done  our  duty  to  tBe  people  of  this  land. 
Millions  Lave  been  spent  on  the  conquering  race,  which  might  hare 
been  spent  in  enriching  and  in  elevating  the  children  of  the  soil.  We 
have  done  much,  but  we  can  do  a  great  deal  more.  It  is,  howevw, 
impossible,  tmless  we  spend  less  on  the  "  interests  "  and  more  on  the 
people.' 

And  again  on  another  occasion : — 

*  The  welfare  of  the  people  of  India  is  our  primary  object.  If 
we  are  not  here  for  their  good,  we  ought  not  to  be  here  at  all.' 

His  policy  with  regard  to  education  was  based  on  the  same 
popular  principle.  While  recognising  the  necessity  of  en- 
couragement to  the  highest  standards,  he  demanded  the  widest 
possible  diffusion  of  ^ucation  among  the  masses.  Like  Us 
predecessor,  he  found  that  much  had  been  accomplished  towanfa 
the  former  object,  but  that,  especially  in  Bengal,  the  derelop 
ment  of  the  lowest  class  of  education  had  been  neglected,  and 
that  in  its  instruction  and  the  encouragement  of  a  venyicakr 
literature  lay  a  prime  duty  of  the  British  Government.,  With 
similar  object  he  took  the  Mohammedan  population  under  his 
protection,  which,  for  want  of  education  according  to  their  proper 
conditions,  was  sinking  rapidly  in  the  scale  of  the  classes  com- 
posing the  great  Indian  community,  and  was  generally  Tiewed 
with  distrust  and  suspicion. 

We  are  compelled  to  stop,  and  to  abstain  from  further  detail 
in  allusion  to  the  characteristics  of  Lord  Mayo's  administrar 
tion,  and  to  the  principles  by  which  his  conduct  was  guided 
Enough  has  been  said  to  show  how  cordially  he  worked  on  the 
lines  traced  by  the  great  men  who  had  preceded  him  in  his 
office,  and  more  especially  by  Lord  Lawrence,  and  with  what 
effect  he  put  the  stamp  of  originality  on  his  own  work  in  the 
development  of  the  policy  thus  handed  over  to  him  under  the 
several  heads  of  administration.  It  was  remarked  before  he 
relinquished  his  office  in  Ireland  that  he  appeared  in  some 
measure  to  be  reaching  a  point  of  difference  with  his  party  in 
the  consideration  of  Irish  questions ;  that  he  was  inclining  to 
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what  is  known  under  the  name  of  *  Liberalism.*  We  can  well 
believe  it.  If,  as  we  understand  .Liberalism,  it  means  to  recdg*- 
nise  Progress  as  the  condition  demanded  for  human  institutions ; 
if  it  means  respect  and  love  for  man  in  his  weakest  and  feeblest 
form  as  well  «  m  his  str«.gd»*nd  prosperily;  if  it  means  « 
want  of  sympathy  witL  class  iuterests,  but  aa  4irdent,  a  con- 
suming desire  to  promote  the  happiness  and  the  comfort  of  ilie 
greatest  number;  if  it  means  respect  for  political  justice,  and 
equity  towards  foreign  powers  and  allies,  and  in  the  treatment 
of  feudatories ;  if  it  means  the  deliberate  preference  of  the 
common  advantage  to  private  motives ;  then  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that,  as  shown  by  his  Indian  career,  Lord  Mayo  be- 
longed to  Liberalism  in  the  best  and  widest  sense. 

The  motto  of  *  Par  h  peuple  et  pour  le  peuple^  may  be  all- 
powerful  in  many  European  countries,  and  more  especially  in 
our  own.  But  Lord  Mayo  well  knew  that  iu  India,  in  the 
presence  of  the  strong,  conquering  British  race,  amid  the 
systems  of  commerce  and  law,  of  education  and  religion,  in- 
stalled with  whatever  goodwill  and  purity  of  design  by  an  alien 
government,  the  people  is  wellnigh  powerless  to  make  itself 
heard;  and  that  in  providing  for  its  protection  and  welfsure, 
for  shielding  its  weakness,  for  its  advancement  in  civilisation, 
the  head  of  the  State  and  the  rule  he  sanctions  must  do  in 
India  what  is  done  for  themselves  by  stronger  races  in  other 
climes. 

To  this  exkdy  then,  were  all  his  energies  directed.  For>  this 
purpose  were  applied  his  far-reaching  experience  of  men  and 
things,  his  vigilant  supervision,  his  incessant  activity  of  per- 
sontd  movement,  his  engrossing  labours  in  the  cabinet.  On 
this  account  was  especisJly  illustrated  that  force  of  individual 
character  and  vigorous  self-assertion  which,  if  little  suspected 
by  the  public  before  his  nonunation  to  the  Viceroyalty  of 
India,  was  not  slow  to  attract  to  him  the  gasse  of  the  empire 
thus  committed  to  his  charge,  and  distinguished  him  among 
his  countrymen  as  one  sagacious  in  council,  decisive  in  action, 
*nd  a  successful  ruler  of  men. 


420  Lindsay's  Merchant  Shipping  and  April, 


Akt.  V. — 1.  History  of  Merchant  Shipping  and  Ancient  Com^ 
merce.  By  W.  S.  Lindsay.  Four  Volumes.  London: 
1874-75. 

2.  The  Black  Book  of  the  Admiralty.  Edited  by  Sir  Traver8 
TwiBS,  Q.C.,  D.C.L.  Vols.  L-III.  8vo.  London: 
1871-74. 

3.  Storia  della  Marina  Pontijicia  nel  medio  evo  dal  728  al 
1499.  Per  il  P.  Alberto  Guglielmotti,  dell'  Ordine  dei 
Predicatori,  Theologo  Casanatense.  2  vols,  small  8?a 
Firenze:  1871. 

Tt  might  fairly  be  supposed  that  to  a  people  whose  wealth  and 
power  are  peculiarly  derived  from  the  sea,  the  history  of 
navigation  would  have  a  very  marked  interest,  and  that  works 
treating  of  the  origin  or  development  of  naval  energy  and 
maritime  enterprise  would  be  eagerly  sought  after.  Tnat  this 
is  not  altogether  the  case  is  very  evident  from  the  rapidity 
with  which  recent  books  on  these  subjects,  and  on  naval  historj 
and  biography,  have  found  their  way  into  the  trade  list  of 
'  remainders,'  to  be  sold  for  anything  they  will  fetch,  sometimes 
for  prices  little  above  their  value  as  waste  paper.  And  yet 
Dp  one  whose  studies  have  led  him  to  examine  carefully  into 
this  class  of  literature  can  wonder  at  it ;  for  sailors  are,  in  the 
natural  course  of  things,  men  of  action,  and  their  writings 
are  too  often  in  a  style  which  few  care  to  read ;  whilst  on  the 
other  hand,  the  difficulties  and  technicalities  which  stand  in 
the  way  of  an  outsider,  render  it  almost  impossible  for  such  a 
one  to  write  honestly  and  faithfully  on  a  subject  with  which  he 
is  not  familiar.  It  is  thus  that  several  of  our  best  known  naval 
works  are  either  clumsy  records,  destitute  alike  of  literary  skill 
and  critical  judgment,  or  are  the  productions  of  facile  pens  in  the 
hands  of  professed  bookmakers  :  we  may  say,  in  all  sincerity, 
that  these  last  might  employ  their  time  in  a  more  useful  man- 
ner ;  that  their  books  are  distasteful  alike  to  the  seaman  and 
the  student,  and  speedily  fall  into  disrepute  even  with  that 
general  public  whom  a  flowing  style  may,  for  a  short  time,  have 
beguiled. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  pleasure  that  we  have  received  the 
volumes  which  stand  first  on  the  list  at  the  head  of  this  article. 
Mr.  Lindsay  is  a  seaman,  and  has  a  practical  knowledge  of 
bis  subject ;  he  writes  in  a  pleasant  workmanlike  style,  easy 
to  read  and  to  understand;  he  has  given  us  a  narrative 
which  has  been  welcomed,  which  will,  we  trust,  continue  to 
be  welcomed,  by  the  reading  public,  and  which,  so  far  as  it 
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adheres  to  the  title,  as  a  history  of  merchant  shipping  and 
commerce,  is  of  very  real  merit  Unfortunately,  it  frequently 
wanders  far  away  from  these  limits  into  the  domain  of  naval 
archseology  in  general,  a  subject  of  which  the  author  does  not 
seem  to  have  an  equal  grasp,  and  which,  in  fact,  he  has  treated 
rather  as  giving  scope  for  ingenuity  and  imagination  than  for 
historical  research.  He  has  thus,  in  the  discussion  of  impor- 
tant questions,  overlooked  or  neglected  the  early  records  or 
modem  commentaries  which  would  have  led  him  clear  of  many 
difficulties  and  stumbling-blocks.  He  has  taken  no  notice  of 
such  recognised  authorities  as  Marino  Sanuto,  Pantero  Pantera, 
Bartolomeo  Crescentio,  or  even  Sir  William  Monson;*  al- 
though he  refers  occasionallv  to  the  *  Arch^ologie  Navale  '  of 
M.  Jal,  his  acquaintance  with  it  would  seem  to  be  very  super- 
ficial ;  he  quotes  the  Chronicle  of  the  Sire  de  Joinville  from 
the  slipshod  and  inaccurate  translation  published  in  Bohn's 
series,  when  the  able  and  scholarly  edition  of  M.  de  Wailly 
was  surely  within  reach ;  he  discusses  at  second  hand,  from  an 
incorrect  notice  in  the  ^  Monthly  Magazine,'  the  memoirs  of  a 
French  Protestant,  which  was  republished  in  Paris  a  few  years 
ago ;  and  he  has  altogether  ignored  the  new  and  beautiful  edition 
of  Marco  Polo  by  Colonel  I  ule.  When  this  is  the  case  with 
works  so  easily  accessible,  the  rest  may  be  almost  antici- 
pated. There  is  not  a  trace  of  his  having  searched  the  rare  or 
unpublished  treasures  stored  up  in  the  great  libraries  of  this 
or  other  countries,  nor  of  his  even  knowing  that  there  is  an 
enormous  accumulation  of  archaeological  wealth  in  the  Vene- 
tian Archives.  We  conceive,  then,  that  in  this  part  of  his 
work  Mr.  Lindsay  has  fallen  short  of  his  intention ;  and  if  we 
dwell  more  persistently  on  what  is,  strictly  speaking,  only  a 
lengthy  digression,  it  is  in  the  wish  to  augment  rather  than 
to  criticise  a  very  interesting  addition  to  our  naval  literature. 

The  second  work  on  our  list  is  of  a  very  different  class.  It 
is  the  official  publication  of  the  contents  of  a  manuscript 
volume  knowu'  as  the  *  Black  Book  of  the  Admiralty,'  which 
disappeared  mysteriously  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  and  has 
been  quite  lately  found  in  a  box  of  waste  paper  stowed  away 
in  a  cellar ;  its  recovery  being  due  principally  to  the  attention 

•  *  Liber  secretorum  Fidelium  Crucis,'  cujus  Auctor  Marinas  Sanutus 
dictus  Torsellus.  in  Bongars,  *  Gesta  Dei  per  Francos,'  vol.  ii.  fo.  Hanno- 
vite,  1611;  *L'Armata  Navale/  del  Capitan  Pantero  Pantera,  4to.  in 
Roma,  1614 ;  '  Nautica  Mediterranea  *  di  Bartolomeo  Crescentio  Ro- 
mano, 4to.  Roma,  1 607 ;  *  Naval  Tracts,'  by  Sir  William  Monson,  in 
Churchill's  *  Collection  of  Voyages,'  vol.  iii. 
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which  had  been  drawn  to  it  by  the  publication  of  its  contents 
in  the  first  of  these  volumes.  .  The  Black  Book  is  not,  as  its 
name  might  seem  to  imply,  a  record  of  offences  or  offenders ;  it 
is  simply  a  collection  of  our  old  laws  relating  to  maritime 
affairs,  drawn  up  more  especially  for  the  guidance  of  the  officen 
of  the  Admiralty  Courts,  and  has  been  now,  for  the  first  time, 
printed  from  a  collation  of  different  copies,  including  one  most 
beautiful  MS.,  written,  it  would  seem,  early  in  the  fifteenth 
century,  for  the  use  of  Sir  Thomas  Beaufort,  Lord  High 
Admiral  in  die  reign  of  Henry  V. ;  the  writing  of  the  Black 
Book  itself  is  considered  to  date  from  the  reign  of  Edward 
IV.  Of  the  editor's  part  of  the  work  it  is  almost  super- 
fluous to  speak.  The  name  of  Sir  Travers  Twiss  is  sufficient 
guarantee  for  its  excellence.  The  critical  commentaries  which 
precede  the  statutes  and  judgments  contained  in  the  tfar^ 
volumes  are  just  what  they  ought  to  be — short,  clear,  and  very 
much  to  the  point ;  and  the  introduction  of  mediseval  Engiyi 
translations  of  the  mediseval  French  originals  strikes  us  as  ex- 
tremely felicitous.  The  third  volume  contains  the  greater 
part  of  *  The  Consulate  of  the  Sea,'  now  first  translated  into 
English  under  the  title  of  *  The  Customs  of  the  Sea ; '  the  con- 
trast between  it  and  the  hitherto  classical  French  edition  by 
Boucher,  printed  in  1808,  is  a  delightful  proof  of  the  very 
great  advance  which  has  been  made  during  the  present  century 
in  critical  archseology. 

The  title  of  the  third  work  which  we  have  named  above  may 
excite  some  surprise ;  for  the  idea  of  Pontifical  Kome  haying 
either  a  navy  or  a  naval  history  will  be  new  to  many  of  cmr 
readers.  The  fact  is  that  in  the  dark  and  disturbed  ages,  the 
prestige  of  Kome  still  constituted  her  a  sort  of  rally  ing-point  for 
the  friends  of  order,  and  her  moral  influence,  far  excelling  her 
material  strength,  enabled  her  to  collect  the  ships  of  the  se- 
gregated petty  Italian  states  underoue  flag,  for  the  defence  of  the 
coast  against  barbarian,  Byzantine,  or  infidel  invaders.  The 
work  of  Father  Guglielmotti,  therefore,  whilst  dwelling  on  and 
perhaps  exaggerating  the  importance  of  the  Koman  authority, 
must  rather  be  considered  as  a  general  sketch  of  the  growth 
of  the  naval  power  of  Italy,  independent  of  the  more  particu* 
lar  development  of  the  might  of  Genoa  and  Venice.  The 
book  itself  is  an  enlarged  edition  of  an  essay  published  nearly 
twenty  years  ago,  and  brings  the  subject  do>vn  to  the  sixteenth 
century,  when  it  merges  into  the  history  of  the  celebrated 
league  which  triumphed  at  Lepanto,  already  related  by  the 
author  as  groupitig  round  his  central  figure  of  Marc- Antonio 
Colonna. 
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It  has  been  very  generally  assumed  by  writers  on  naval  history 
that  between  ancient  and  modem  times  there  is  a  distinct  gap,  a 
breach  of  continuity :  it  has  been  forgotten  that  the  Byzantine 
£mpire>in  wealth  and  power  and  civilisation,  flourished  for 
many  hundred  years  after  the  fall  of  the  Empire  of  the  West ; 
and  that  the  naval  art,  both  for  commerce  and  for  war,  was 
carried  on  at  Constantinople,  irrespective  of  the  western  inroad 
of  the  Germanic  tribes.     The  nautical  traditions  and  usages 
of  the  Mediterranean  were  preserved  and  handed  down  in  un- 
broken sequence  from  the  earliest  ages,  and  laws  relative  to 
shipping  and  commerce  have  come  to  us  in  direct  descent  from 
the  ancient  Greeks  and  Phcenicians.     Different  as  they  now 
ire,  it  is  a  difference  of  development,  not  of  origin,  and  they 
may  be  traced  back  through  gradual  changes  to  their  classic 
home  in  the  Island  of  Khodes,  in  which  place  they  seem  to  have 
been  first  collected  and  codified.     In  this  form  the  Rhodian 
Law  embodied  rules  regarding  copartnership,  charter-parties^ 
and  bills  of  lading  ;  it  fixed  the  pay  of  masters  and  seamen  by 
shares  in  the  proiSts  of  the  voyage,  a  usage  still  adopted  in 
whaling  ships ;  it  decreed  certain  penalties  for  carelessness  or 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  officers  or  men,  whereby  the 
vessel  or  her  cargo  was  damaged,  and  regulated  the  law  of 
flotsom  and  jetsom,  salvage,  bottomry  and  demurrage.     This 
complete  body  of  maritime  and  commercial  law  was  accepted 
by  the  Romans  as  such,  and  continued  in  force  till  the  down- 
iall  of  the  Western  Empire.     It  still  lived  in  the  East,  and 
with  the  rise  of  new  kingdoms  and  states  in  Italy,  France 
and  Spain,  reappeared  as  traditional  usage,  till  it  was  finally 
reduced  to  writing  in  various  codes,  the  best  known  of  which 
bears  the  name  of  *  The  Laws  of  Oleron.' 

Considerable  doubt  has  been  entertained  as  to  the  immediate 
origin  of  these  laws,  which  are  very  certainly  the  basis  of 
modem  maritime  law  in  the  West  and  North  of  Europe.  In 
a  memorandum  of   12  Edward    III.,  it  is  stated  that  these 

*  laws  and  statutes  were  by  the  Lord  Richard,  formerly  King 

*  of  England,  on  his  return  from  the  Holy  Land,  corrected,  in- 

*  terpreted  and  declared,  and  were  published  in  the  Island  of 

*  Oleron,  and  were  named  in  the  French  tongue  la  ley  Olyroun* 
(Black  Book,  vol.  i.  p.  Ivii.);  but  it  is  well  established  that 
King  Richard  I.  did  not  visit  the  Island  of  Oleron  on  his  way 
home  from  the  Holy  Land.  Sir  Travers  Twiss  maintains,  we 
believe  correctly,  that  the  disputed  expression  may  imply 
merely  that  King  Richard  L,  *  upon  his  return  to  England, 
^  aanotioncd  -those  judgments  which  had  beep  previously" -pub* 
'  lifihed  at  OleixuL.'     The  question  thn  naturally  arises  as  to 
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the  possible  connexion  between  maritime  law  and  a  petty 
island  such  as  Oleron,  which,  it  has  been  asserted,  had  no  com- 
merce or  maritime  importance.  It  was  therefore  argued  by 
Cleirac*  that  however  insignificant  the  island  might  be,  it  was 
a  favourite  retreat  of  the  Dowager  Queen  Eleanor,  who  gave 
many  and  unusual  privileges  to  the  inhabitants ;  it  would  thus 
seem  probable  enough  that  the  laws  and  usages — which  have  in 
all  ages  had  a  pecuhar  and  definite  force  in  nautical  matters — 
being  codified  for  the  guidance  of  the  merchants  and  seamen 
of  Aquitaine,  were  in  the  first  instance  published  by  Eleanor 
at  Oleron,  either  during  the  life  of  her  first  husband,  Louis  V IL 
of  France,  or  later,  during  the  absence  of  Richard,  and  con- 
firmed by  him  after  his  return,  under  their  then  recognised  and 
accustomed  title. 

This  theory  has  met  with  very  general  acceptance ;  but  Sir 
Travers  Twiss  points  out  that  whatever  may  be  the  possibili^ 
of  Queen  Eleanor  having  originated  these  laws,  it  is  and  must 
be  purely  a  hypothesis,  utterly  unsupported  by  evidence ;  and 
that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  ^  the  Island  of  Oleron  furnished  an 

*  important  contingent  to  the  great  fleet  which  was  sent  forth 
^  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Richard  for  the  reUef 
^  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  that,  amongst  the  five  commanders  of 

*  that  fleet,  was  William  de  Forz  of  Oleron,  whom  the  king 

*  constituted  one  of  the  Justiciaries  of  his  Navy '  (Black 
Book,  vol.  i.  p.  Ixx.).  That  the  Island  of  Oleron  continued 
an  important  place  in  maritime  jurisdiction  is  clearly  established 
by  the  Coutumier  of  Oleron,  now  first  published  as  an  appen* 
dix  to  the  Black  Book  (vol.  ii.  p.  254),  This  record  of  ct»- 
toms  and  usages,  which  the  editor  attributes  to  the  earliest 
years   of   the   fourteenth    century,    shows    that   *  the  Law 

*  Maritime  was  habitually  administered  in  the  Mayor's  Court 

*  at  Oleron,  not  merely  in  suits  between  foreigners  and  burgesses 

*  but  in  causes  where  both  the  parties  of  the  suit  were  foreigners. 

*  The  circumstance  that  Breton  mariners  and  merchants  had 

*  frequent  recourse  to  the  Mayor's  Court  at  Oleron  for  the  settle- 
^  ment  of  their  disputes  in  maritime  matters  in  the  fourteenth 
'  century,  raises  a  presumption  that  the  court  at  that  time  was 

*  in  considerable  repute  as  a  Court  of  Maritime  Law,  and  tliere 

*  are  documents  belonging  to  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  cea- 
^  turies  which  refer  to  Oleron  under  circumstances  which 
'  warrant  us  in  supposing  that  it  was  at  that  period  a  port  much 

*  frequented  by  foreign  shipping  *  (vol.  ii.  pp.  liv.  Iv.).  How 
it  came  about  that  this  little  island,  now  principally  noted  as  t 

*  '  Us  et  Coustumes  de  la  Mer ; '  Bourdeoux,  1C61. 
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rabbit-warren,  happened  to  be  the  early  home  of  maritime  law, 
is  a  point  of  some  interest  to  the  local  antiquary,  but  has  no 
particular  bearing  on  naval  archaeology. 

The  origin  of  the  Laws  themselves  is  a  much  more  impor- 

tant  question,  which  Cleirac  has  answered  by  deriving  them 

from  the  Barcelona  Code  known  as  ^  The  Consulate  of  the 

*  Sea,'  which  has  been  assigned  by  French  writers  to  an  almost 

fabulous  epoch,  and  more  distinctly  by  M.  Boucher  to  the  year 

900  or  thereabouts.    The  arguments -by  which  he  supports  this 

claim  to  an  extreme  antiquity  appear  to  us  quite  insufficient. 

One  of  these  is  the  absence  of  all  mention  of  the  compass, 

from  which  he  infers  that  at  the  time  the  Consulate  was  first 

drawn  up,  the  compass  did  not  exist;  but  the  compass,  he 

maintains,  was  in  use  at  the  time  of  the  first  Crusade,  and 

therefore  the  Consulate  was  drawn  up  at  a  still  earlier  date. 

If,  however,  the  compass  was  known  at  all  at  the  time  of 

the  first  Crusade,  it  most  certiunly  was  not  in  conunon  use 

in  the  Mediterranean ;  and  in  any  case  it  is  scarcely  lo^cal 

to  argue  that  because  the  compass,  which  may  possibly  have 

been  Known  as  early  as  the  year  1100,  is  not  mentioned,  the 

Consulate  must  therefore  have  been  written  in  the  year  900. 

Sir  Travers  Twiss,  with  much  greater  reason,  would  refer  it 

to  about  the  year  1340:    and  this  not  on  merely  negative 

grounds,  but  from  the  very  positive  proof  that  a  royal  charter 

of  1336  is  quoted  in  the  36th  Chapter  (Black  Book,  vol  ii. 

p.  Ixii.) ;  a  proof  which  may  be  taken  as  setting  definitely  at 

rest  the  oft-mooted  question  whether  the  Laws  of  Oleron  were 

derived  fi-om  the  Consulate  or  not. 

That  the  two  spring  from  a  common  source  is  however  at 
once  apparent ;  and  this  common  source  is  either  the  Decisions 
of  Tram,  or,  as  is  not  improbable,  some  other  code  of  equal 
antiquity  and  of  the  same  origin.  The  Decisions  of  Trani, 
printed  at  Fermo  in  1507,  claim  to  date  from  1063,  a  claim 
which  the  editor  of  the  Black  Book  thinks  is  well  established 
(vol.  ii.  p.  xliv.).  He  considers  them  the  most  ancient  extant 
source  of  Maritime  Law,  and  shows  that  the  ^  Consolato  del 
*Mare,'  printed  at  Venice  in  1549,  and  which  Father  Gugliel- 
motti  refers  to  the  early  part  of  the  eleventh  century,  is  merely 
a  translation  from  the  Catalan  (vol.  iii.  p.  xxxi.). 

In  all  these  codes  the  main  sense  of  the  law  is  the  same,  and 
is  clearly  derived  fix)m  the  original  Jus  Rhodium.  There  are, 
however,  many  points  in  which  they  differ  from  it,  and  there  is 
one  in  which  the  difierence  becomes  a  distinction ;  it  is,  that 
*  the  mariner  under  the  modem  system  is  a  free  man.  The 
'  dave  no  longer  figures  as  a  chattel,  which  may  be  thrown 

VOL.  CXLIII.  NO.  CCXCII.  F  P 
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^  overboard  to  lighten  the  ship.  The  crews  are  free  men ' 
(Black  Book,  vol.  iL  p.  xlv.).  Thej  afipree  amongst  themselves, 
and  they  differ  from  the  ancient  law  in  this,  that  the  masta: 
of  a  ship  may  not  strike  a  mariner,  and  that  the  mariner  may 
defend  himself  if  the  master  persist  in  striking  him  (Black 
Book,  vol.  i.  p.  105  ;  vol.  iii.  p.  229). 

This  distinctive  modification  of  Maritime  Law  was  obviously 
ilie  efiect  of  the  new  nationalities  which  had  come  into  the 
countries  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean.  The  free  Grerman 
conld  not  be  beaten,  and  the  employment  of  slaves  on  board 
was  for  centuries  unknown.  A  confused  chronology  and  a  too 
vivid  imagination  have  led  Mr.  Lindsay  into  a  serious  error  <hi 
this  point.  He  speaks  of  slaves  as  forming  a  large  part  of  ^e 
Venetian  crews  in  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century ;  io 
describing  the  pomp  with  which  the  Venetian  fleet  got  under 
way,  he  says  :  ^  The  oars  were  simultaneously  thrown  upwards, 

*  tJie  sails  set,  and  the  vessel,  under  full  press  of  canvas,  pro* 

*  oeeded  on  her  voyage.     Hundreds  of  gay  gondolas  covered 
'  the  placid  waters.     The  galley-slaves  with  their  hideous 

*  misery  formed  a  saddening  contrast  to  the  haughty  bearing 

*  of  the  Doge  and  the  splendour  of  his  court '  (vol.  i  p.  200). 
The  desire  to  produce  a  picturesque  efiect  has  tempted  the 
author  beyond  the  limits  of  historical  evidence ;  for  the  galley- 
oars  were  secured  by  grummets  to  thole-pins,  so  that  thqr 
could  not  be  tossed ;  and,  in  the  thirteenth  century,  the  galley- 
slave  was  a  monster  yet  unborn ;  it  may  be  positively  affirmed 
that  a  galley-slave,  as  we  understand  die  name,  was  unknown 
at  Venice  at  that  time,  and  for  200  years  later.     On  this  pwnt 
we  are  not  left  to  poetic  fancy ;  we  have  explicit  and  clear  in- 
formation from  Marino  Sanuto,  who  writing  in  1320  of  the  past 
century,  says  that  the  oarsmen,  180  in  number,  were  all  paid, 
their  wages  varying  from  4  to  6  soldi  a  month.     These  sMi 
grossorumj  or  soldi  dei  ffrossi,  are  estimated  by  Colonel  Yule  as 
intrinsically  equal  to  5  shillings  sterling ;  and  though  it  may  be 
difficult  to  fix  their  current  equivalent,  still,  as  establishing  a 
relative  value,  the  pay  of  the  master  was  15  soldi,  of  the 
carpenter  7^^  and  of  the  cook  4.     Their  rations  consisted  of 
biscuit,  beans,  salt  meat,  cheese  and  wine,  with  leave  to  boy 
extras  at  the  canteen  on  board;  and  they  were  paid  savings 
whenever  it  was  necessary  to  put  them  on  short  allowance 
(Mar.  San.  p.  57).     But  of  the  galley-slaves  we  have  a  veiy 
difierent  account  300  years  later ;  they  were  not  paid,  their 
labour  was  compulsory,  they  were  forced,  sfarzati,  from  which 
the  more  familiar  French  forqats ;  and  their  scale  of  diet  was 
thirty  ounces  of  biscuit  daily,  with  water;  in  winter,  soup  eveiy 
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other  day ;  and  during  the  season,  every  day  when  in  port^but 
never  at  sea,  because — says  Pantero  Pantera — ^it  might  make 
thorn  heavy  and  dull  when  they  were  wanted  to  work,  and  be- 
cause it  was  difficult  to  cook ;  and  this  luxurious  soup  which 
was  to  render  them  duU,  fat  and  stupid^  was  made  of  three 
ounces  of  beans,  flavoured  with  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of  oil,, 
per  man.  Fleshmeat  and  wine  were  served  out  four  times  a 
year,  namely,  at  Christmas,  Easter,  Whitsuntide  and  the  Car- 
nival (Pan.  Pan.  p.  131) ;  and  a  hundred  years  later  still,  Jean 
Marteilhe,  the  French  Protestant,  states,  as  the  ration  of  the 
slaves,  simply  twenty-six  ounces  of  biscuit  and  four  ounces  of 
beans  per  day. 

During  these  centuries  the  galleys  had  been  increasing  enor- 
mously in  size.  The  ordinary  French  gfkUey  about  the  year 
1710,  when  Marteilhe  was  serving,  had  50  oars,  with  6  men  to 
an  oar,  and  a  complement  of  500;  the  galley-royal  of  the 
same  period  had  60  oars,  with  7  men  to  each,  and  a  com- 
plement, all  told,  of  670 :  but  at  the  end  of  the  16th  century, 
the  complement  of  an  ordinarv  Venetian  galley,  such  as  fought 
at  Lepanto,  was  400,  of  whom  200  were  rowers;  and  the 
gaUeys  which  Marino  Sanuto  describes  had  180  men  at  the  oars, 
and  a  complement  of  250. 

Mr.  Lindsay  is  thus  mistaken  in  considering  (vol.  i.  p.  262)> 
that  the  galley  as  described  by  Marteilhe  can  be  taken  as  the 
type  of  the  galleys  of  the  middle  aiges;  the  difference  in  size 
was  very  great;  but  a  still  more  radical  difference  was  in  the 
manner  of  rowing  them,  a  difference  which  seems  altogether  to 
have  escaped  his  notice.  In  the  time  of  Marino  SanUto,  and 
for  more  t^an  one  hundred  years  after,  there  was  only  one  man  ta 
each  oar ;  the  oars  were  thus  small  and  very  numerous.  The 
testimony  of  Pantero  Pantera  on  this  point  is  distinct  and  in- 
controvertible. It  appears  that  just  as  the  ancient  Romans, 
after  long  trial,  had  decided  that  triremes  were  practically  su- 
perior to  quadriremes  and  quinqueremes,  and  had  established 
this  as  a  fact  in  the  battle  of  Actium ;  so  the  mediaeval  States 
of  Italy,  after  trying  four  and  five  oars  to  a  bench,  had  become 
convinced  that  three  was  a  more  efficient  number,  and  at  three 
they  remained  fixed  until  the  invention  of  the  large  oar,  scaloc- 
cio ;  and  these  oars  were  rowed,  not  in  rowlocks,  not  through 
holes  in  the  side,  as  has  been  commonly  misrepresented,  but 
secured  by  grummets  to  thole-pins,  fixed  in  a  stout  bulwark, 
which  was  called  the  posticdo,  and  in  French  apostis. 

It  does  not  appear  that  galleys,  as  distinct  from  large  row- 
boats,  ever  came  into  general  use  in  England ;  for  what  the 
old  writers  and  monkish  chroniclers  apeak  of  as  galleys  were 
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very  certainly  nothing  of  the  sort ;  they  were  small  vessels  widi 
auxiliary  rowing  power^  and  when  used  for  purposes  of  war 
performed  the  duty  of  scouts :  they  seem  to  have  had  compara- 
tively few  oars,  fitted  always  in  single  rank.     But  reference  is 
often  made  to  the  galleys  which  formed  part  of  the  fleet  which 
accompanied  King  Richard  I.  to  the  Holy  Land ;  and  Mr. 
Lindsay,  describing  the  fitting  out  of  this  fleet  at  Dover,  Dart- 
mouth, and  various  English  and  French  ports,  and  referring 
afterwards  to  the  galleys  which  Vinesaui,  with  much  exag- 
geration, has  spoken  of  as  'innumerable,'  as  'covering  the 

*  sea,'  which  '  appeared  to  boil  with  the  multitude  of  the  rowers' 
(Lindsay,  vol.  i.  p.  376),  has  omitted  to  state  that  these 
galleys,  with  which  the  king  entered  Messina,  and  which  were 
'  innumerable,'  numbered,  in  point  of  fact,  less  than  forty ; 
that  it  is  in  evidence  that  most  of  them  were  chartered  at 
Marseilles;  that,  presumably,  the  others  were  picked  up  in 
Italy,  and  that  fifteen  more  were  supplied  to  him  by  the 
King  of  Sicily ;  and  again,  in  noticing  Uie  battle  off  Dover  in 
1217,  he  says,  'an  English  fleet  of  lorty  galleys  and  other 

*  vessels  attacked  and  defeated  a  French  squadron  of  more 
'  than  double  its  size'  (vol.  i.  p.  394),  implying  evidently  that 
the  galleys  were  the  principal  part  of  the  force ;  but  Matthew 
Paris,  to  whom  he  r^ers,  speaks  of  the  English  as  getting  to 
windward  of  the  French  '  by  keeping  a  close  luff;'  *  neces- 
sarily, therefore,  under  sail.  Similarly,  at  the  battle  of  Sluys, 
the  English  got  to  windward  under  sail  on  the  starboard  tack, 
and  though  their  vessels  were  most  probably  assisted  by  oars, 
they  were  not,  strictly  speaking,  galleys. 

But  in  all  considerations  of  early  naval  history,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  accounts  which  have  come  down  to  us  are 
"written  by  men  ignorant  of  nautical  technicalities,  and  in  a 
language  which  had  not  the  proper  technical  terms ;  that  we 
are  therefore  left  to  give  a  stnct  and  definite  meaning  to  thdr 
details  as  we  best  can,  and  that  the  exact  words  are  not  to  be 
implicitly  and  absolutely  relied  on.  A  great  deal  of  the  doubt 
and  difficulty  which  pervades  the  study  of  naval  archaeology 
is  due  to  our  reluctance  to  admit  and  recognise  this  as  a  fact 
It  is  assumed  that  when  a  chronicler  wrote  of  a  dromon,  a 
galley,  a  nef,  a  buss,  a  cog,  a  holker,  a  huissier,  a  palander,  a 
<;helander,  or  any  other  description  of  vessel,  he  knew  exactly 
what  he  was  writing  about,  and  used  the  terms  with  technical 
accuracy ;  and  yet  when  we  notice  the  curious  mistakes  which 

♦  This  point  is  very  fully  aigued  out  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  *  Hia- 
*  toiy  of  the  Koyal  Navy,'  vol.  i.  p.  179,  note. 
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authors  and  journalists  make  even  now,  when  opportunities  of 
information  are  everywhere  at  hand,  it  is  a  natural  and  logical 
inference  that  the  mediaeval  writers,  for  the  most  part  monks 
and  soldiers,  might  and  did  conunit  extraordinary  solecisms. 

In  the  same  way,  the  various  devices  which  stand  for  ships, 
either  on  Trajan's  column,  or  on  ancient  medals,  are  mere  con- 
ventionalities, and  of  no  authority.  But  very  great  confusion 
has  been  introduced  by  a  mistaken  reverence  for  these. 
Trajan's  column,  more  particularly,  has  much  to  answer  for  in 
the  various  absurdities  it  has  suggested  to  inland  scholars,  men 
of  much  learning  but  little  knowledge.  And  even  in  later 
limes,  rude  child-like  drawings  have  been  received  with  a  re- 

rt  to  which  they  are  not  entitled.  An  Extreme  instance  of 
occurs  in  Nicolas'  *  History  of  the  Royal  Navy '  (vol.  L 
6184),  where  referring  to  a  couple  of  sketches  of  the  fight  off 
over,  the  author  says: — ^  Though  not  actual  pictures  of  the 
'  fight  itself,  and  though  certainly  inaccurate  representations 
^  of  the  vessels,  inasmuch  as  they  have  neither  masts  nor  sails 
'  (nor,  he  might  have  added,  oars),  they  are  yet  valuable  from 
'  afibrding  some  idea  of  a  naval  conflict  in  the  latter  part  of 
*  the  thirteenth  century.'  But  as  the  sketch,  there  copied,  re- 
presents five  angry  men  crowded  into  a  washing  tub,  it  can 
scarcely  give  an  idea  of  anything,  unless  it  may  be  of  the  once 
celebrated  voyage  of  the  Conscript  leathers  to  Philippi. 

The  seals  of  several  of  the  mediaeval  corporations  are  of  a 
very  different  class.  Although  the  ships  as  shown  in  them 
are  gross  caricatures,  they  are  still  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
convey  some  idea  of  what  they  are  meant  for ;  and  though  we 
^ould  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that  the  effigies,  as  shown  in 
ihe  seals  of  Sandwich,  Poole,  Dover,  or  Faversham  (Lindsay, 
vol  L  p.  399),  are  to  be  regarded  as  portraits,  they  do  none 
the  less  set  forth  some  of  the  leading  characteristics  of  tht 
vessels  of  the  time.  They  show,  for  instance,  that  the  ships 
had  but  one  mast ;  that  they  had  only  a  square  sail,  and  that 
it  was  furled  aloft ;  that  they  had  singularly  high  fore  and 
stem  castles ;  and  from  the  Poole  seal  it  would  appear  that 
the  rudder  was  known,  though  from  the  others  we  may  judge 
that  the  steering  oar  was  more  common.  In  the  different 
seals,  this  steering  oar  is  shown  on  the  quarter  exposed  to 
view,  and  is  different  in  different  copies ;  but  Northern  custom 
was  to  fix  it  on  the  right  side,  which  thus  from  the  earliest 
period  obtained  the  name  of  steer-board,  a  name  which  the 
Anglo-Saxons  and  Northmen  brought  to  England,  and  which 
still  lives  as  starboard.  But  the  word  steer  refers  directly  to 
the  star,  the  pole  or  lode  star,  by  which  the  early  navigators 
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kept  their  coarse ;  so  that  the  first  syllable  of  starboard  is  in 
reality  the  same  as  the  English  star.*  Steering  thus  with  an 
oar  over  the  starboard  quarter,  the  pilot  necessmly  turned  his 
back  to  the  other  side,  which  was  therefore  called  back-board ; 
a  name  which  in  slightly  different  forms  still  preyails  over  all 
Western  and  Northern  Europe,  with  the  exception  of  £ng* 
land,  where  it  has  been  called  larboard,  or  leerboard,  the  left 
gidcf  But  since  with  reference  to  the  position  of  the  steers- 
man, the  loom  of  the  steering  oar,  or  afterwards  the  tiller,  was 
pushed  away  to  starboard,  whilst  it  was,  as  it  were,  lifted, 
carried,  or  ported  to  larboard,  the  phrase  ^to  port  the  helm' 
came  to  be  equivalent  to  put  it  to  larboard ;  and  during  the 

E resent  century  the  word  larboard  has  become  obsolete,  port 
eing  now  used  in  its  stead.  The  states  of  the  Mediterranean 
have  only  recently  adopted  kindred  names  for  the  sides  of  the 
ship ;  all  the  old  technical  writers,  such  as  Pantero  Pantera  or 
Bartolomeo  Crescentio,  use  destra  and  sinistra^  and  the  words 
tribordo  and  babordo  are  quite  neologistic ;  indeed,  in  Italian, 
they  have  neither  meaning  nor  s^nification;  for  the  early 
Italians  used  the  steering  oar  indifferently  on  either  side,  and 
sometimes  one  on  each  side. 

From  these  corporate  seals,  also,  we  see  that  ;the  ships  of 
war,  which  their  emblems  are  meant  to  represent,  are  sailing 
ships,  not  galleys,  a  fact  which  is  confirmed  by  all  histoiy, 
notwithstanding  the  frequent  use  of  the  word.  The  establish- 
ment of  this  has  more  than  mere  archaeological  interest ;  for  it 
proves  the  radically  different  nature  of  the  early  English  navy 
from  that  of  the  Italian  states.  Galleys  were  not  and  could 
not  be  used  for  commerce,  and  from  a  very  early  period,  the 
men  of  war  and  the  merchant  ships  in  the  Mediterranean  were 
different.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  at  the  first  outset, 
the  young  strength  of  the  rising  states  must  have  consisted  of 
armed  merchant  vessels.  Guglielmotti  has  put  this  forwvd 
very  plainly :  he  says : — *  Every  rowing  vessel  was  seized  on  by 

*  the  prince,  and  being  fitted  with  a  heavy  beak  and  manned  by 

*  two  hundred  fighting  men,  took  its  place  with  the  others  in 
'  the  line  of  battle.  The  usual  officers,  the  masters  and  pilots, 
^  conducted  the  soldiers  who  were  put  on  board  as  the  garrison 

*  of  a  moving  castle,  in  which  they  had  nothing  else  to  think  of 


*  A.  S.  steorbord  (8teorra  =  8tar);  O.  N.  stjom-bor5i  (stjarnas 
star). 

t  Leer  =  left ;  lihe  word  is  used  by  Ben  Jonson  (*  Tale  of  a  Tnb,' 
i.  2),  It  would  seem  to  be  connected  with  lower,  as  hdgershiglitf 
is  still  good  Swedish  for  right. 
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'  than  to  fight  valiantly,  whilst  the  sailors,  on  their  part,  led 

*  them  on  their  way.  The  barons  and  those  who  were  bound  to 
^  attend  their  prince  in  arms  on  shore,  were  equally  bound  to 
'  serve  on  board  ship  at  sea,  as  was  distinctly  ordered  in  the 

*  eighth  century  by  Charles  the  Great :  and  in  exactly  the 

*  same  way,  the  navy  of  the  Popes  was  supplied  by  the  mari- 
^  time  cities,  and  by  the  nobility  of  Campagna,  Lazio,  and 

*  Papal  Etruria'  (vol.  i.  p.  24).  But  this  state  o£  things 
was  merely  transitional ;  the  heavy  ships  of  commerce  were  ill 
fitted  to  contend  against  the  fast  war  vessels  of  the  Greeks 
and  the  Saracens,  and  the  dfomones  of  the  ninth  century  were 
specially  built  and  equipped. 

Before  the  invention  of  gunpowder  the  fighting  was  neces- 
sarily done  at  very  close  quarters ;  and  bows  and  arrows, 
darts,  javelins,  swords  and  battle*axes  were  used  at  sea,  as  on 
shore.  But  the  galley  had  powers  of  attack  far  beyond  those 
of  a  body  of  men  in  the  field ;  it  could  carry  heavy  engines  of 
war,  and  the  rembatCy  castles  in  the  fore-part,  near  the  prow, 
were  armed  with  such,  able  to  throw  huge  bolts  and  stones 
which  fell  with  deadly  effect  amongst  the  enemy's  crew. 
Against  the  galley  itself  there  were  other  weapons,  foremost 
^nongst  which  must  be  named  that  from  which  the  gaUey 
derived  its  name  of  galera,  the  sword-fish ;  this  was  the  sperone, 
a  prolongation  of  the  bow  at  or  under  the  water-line ;  it  is  de- 
scribed as  a  beam  of  wood  about  twenty  feet  long,  and  headed 
with  metal  fashioned  so  as  to  resemble  the  beak  of  a  bird,  the 
head  of  an  animal,  or  in  some  other  ornamental  or  fantastic 
shape.  The  use  of  this,  however,  was  necessarily  limited.  All 
history,  ancient  and  modem,  proves  that  formidable  as  the 
beak  is  for  attack,  a  great  deal  of  preliminary  practice  is 
needed  to  render  it  eflScient,  and  without  that  practice  it  can- 
iM)t  be  depended  on.  It  was  thus  that  by  their  own  care  and 
labour,  and  by  the  neglect  of  other  states,  the  Athenians  ob- 
^ed  that  wonderful  mastery  at  sea  which  carried  them  vic- 
toriously through  the  early  years  of  the  Peloponnesian  war, 
«»d  which  they  lost  when  their  highly  trained  crews  were 
annihilated  at  Syracuse.  The  Lacedaemonians  or  the  Romans, 
^th  all  their  courage  and  military  discipline,  never  became 
skilled  in  its  management;  still  less  did  the  irregular  and 
feudal  levies  of  the  middle  ages;  whilst  at  a  later  period, 
^hen  exercise  might  have  been  possible,  the  introduction  of 
<^non  turned  men's  thoughts  in  another  direction,  and  the 
^^acteristic  beak  was  no  longer  fitted  to  the  galleys'  bows. 

The  leading  idea  then,  in  early  times,  was  to  close,  when 
Phonal  skill  in  the  use  of  arms,  strength,  and  courage  availed 
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more  than  seamanship.  The  dolphin,  too,  then  came  into 
action :  this  was  a  heavy  sharp-pointed  lump  of  meta],  iron  or 
lead,  dangling  by  a  chain  from  the  yardarm,  and  which,  being 
let  fall  on  board  the  enemy,  was  by  artful  playing  made  to 
dance  about  in  a  lively  manner  (whence  its  name)  to  the 
damage  alike  of  the  galley  and  the  men  on  board  her.  Bui 
of  all  the  means  of  destruction  then  in  use,  none  was  so  ter- 
rible  as.  the  Greek  fire,  which  appears  to  have  been  conn 
pounded  of  naphtha,  bitumen,  and  other  inflammable  sub- 
stances: it  was,  possibly,  to  some  extent,  explosive;  it  was 
certainly  liquid,  and  ignited  on  exposure  to  the  air,  so  that  it 
could  either  be  thrown  on  board  the  enemy  in  jars  which  broke 
on  striking,  or  driven  in  a  stream  of  fire  through  a  copper 
tube.  Where  it  fell  it  burnt  fiercely  with  a  foul,  suffocatiDg 
smoke,  and  could  be  extinguished  only  with  vinegar  or  sand. 
It  was  probably  scarcely  less  dangerous  to  its  friends  than  to 
its  foes^  and  was  laid  aside  very  shortly  after  the  introduction 
of  gunpowder.  Its  exact  composition  has  long  been  forgott^, 
and  its  memory  lives  only  in  the  pages  of  the  old  chronicIerB, 
who  bear  witness  to  the  appalling  effecta  which  it  produced, 
and  to  the  ruin  and  dismay  which  it  spread  around. 

The  first  possession  of  the  secret,  however,  gave  the  Greeks 
an  extraordinary  advantage,  not  only  in  actual  combat,  but  in 
the  preparation  of  fire-ships,  which  they  used  with  deadly  suc- 
cess. The  most  notable  instance  of  this  was  in  the  siege  of 
Constantinople  by  the  Saracens  in  716,  when  the  entire  fleet 
of  the  invaders,  amounting  to  1,800  ships,  was  destroyed.  As 
they  turned  to  fly,  the  crowd  of  fugitives  prevented  flight ;  the 
Arabs  and  their  ships  were  burnt  in  the  same  flames,  or  sunk 
in  the  same  waters ;  and  not  a  vestige  was  left  of  the  im- 
posing force,  from  which  the  Byzantine  Emperor  had  vainly 
endeavoured  to  ransom  the  city.  Skill  in  defence  would  seem 
to  have  more  than  kept  pace  with  improvement  in  the  means 
of  attack ;  for  neither  in  the  siege  of  Antwerp,  in  1585,  nor  at 
Calais,  in  1588,  did  the  fire-ships,  charged  as  they  were  with 
gunpowder  and  pitch,  do  so  much  damage.  They  were  never* 
theless  sufficiently  terrible,  and  their  use  was  continued :  they 
formed  a  recognised  part  of  every  naval  armament  till  Ae 
middle  of  last  century,  and  the  torpedo,  as  now  devised,  may 
be  considered  their  direct  descendant. 

The  accounts  of  early  battles,  which  have  come  down  to  us, 
are  exceedingly  meagre :  the  chroniclers  were  certainly,  as  a 
rule,  ignorant  of  the  art  of  war,  ignorant  even  that  there  was 
such  an  art,  and  their  descriptions  are  rather  of  fierce  fight,  of 
unflinching  courage,  and  of  victories  won  by  personal  prowess 
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and  national  superiority.  It  may  be  fairly  surmised  that  the 
leaders  themselves^  afloat  or  ashore^  were  often  nearly  as 
ignorant :  to  be  foremost  in  fight,  to  set  an  example  of  daring 
to  his  followers,  to  reward  the  brave  or  to  punish  the  back- 
ward, were  the  duties  of  the  commander-in-chief  and  the 
superior  oflScers ;  and  the  fortune  of  battle  depended  on  some 
real  or  accidental  advantage  of  numbers,  of  ferocity,  of  war- 
like training,  of  arms,  or  of  position.  At  sea,  it  was  under- 
stood that  tiie  sun  or  the  wind  in  the  faces  of  the  enemy 
disconcerted  his  aim,  caused  him  to  steer  wildly,  and  to  row 
with  less  speed ;  but  we  find  nothing  to  lead  us  to  suppose 
that  there  was  any  knowledge  of  tacti^  evolutions.  The  two 
fleets  met  in  line,  as  chance  arranged  it,  and  fought  out  their 
quarrel  on  a  floating  platform ;  the  result  being,  that,  on  one 
side  or  the  other,  a  certain  number  of  gallevs  were  sunk,  a 
certain  number  burnt,  a  certain  number  earned  by  boarding 
and  their  crews  thrown  overboard,  whilst  the  remainder, 
acknowledging  their  defeat,  escaped  by  hard  rowing. 

As  affecting  the  fortunes  of  an  English  king,  though  not  of 
English  subjects,  the  celebrated  fight  near  the  coast  of  Syria 
between  the  galleys  of  Richard  I.  and  the  great  Saracen  ship, 
has  in  some  degree  a  national  interest,  and  may  be  taken  as  a 
fair  specimen  of  attack  and  defence,  about  the  end  of  the 
twelfth  century.  The  Saracen,  erroneously  named  by  some  of 
the  chroniclers  a  dromon,  was  a  large  suling  ship,*  evidently 
a  transport  and  store-ship,  having  on  board  1,500  men,  and  a 
cargo  of  bows,  arrows,  and  other  weapons,  Greek  fire  in  jars, 
and  serpents,  which  were  some  unknown  sort  of  firework* 
Such  a  ship,  stoutly  built  and  high  out  of  the  water,  although 
unable  to  attack,  was  formidable  in  defence.  From  the  lony 
bulwarks  her  men  showered  down  missiles  and  Grreek  fire  with 
telling  effect,  and  by  their  numbers,  successfully  resisted  all 
attempts  to  board  her.  Some  of  the  Franks,  probably  Sici- 
lians, dived  under  her  stem  and  fastened  her  rudder  so  that 
she  could  not  steer ;  but  she  still  held  out,  and  was  at  last 
sunk  bv  the  galleys  repeatedly  charging  her  with  their  beaks. 
As  Bobert  of  Brunne  expresses  it, 

'  The  schip  that  was  so  grete,  it  dronkled  in  the  flode.' 

Outside  the  Straits,  the  earliest  battle  which  can  properly  be 
called  naval  was  that  off  Dover,  between  the  English  and 
French,  in  the  beginning  of  tibe  reign  of  Henry  III.  (August 

*       '  So  mykelle  was  that  barge  it  might  not  lightly  saile. 
And  80  heavy  of  charge,  and  the  winde  gao  fidle.* 

Robert  ofBrunnt. 
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24,  1217);  in  this  the  English,  with  very  inferior  nnmberSy 
cU^ly  won  by  nautical  skill  and  tactical  ingenuity:  by  a 
manoeuvre  which  the  French  did  not  understand  till  too  late, 
they  got  to  windward,  and  running  down  against  their  enemy, 
showered  clouds  of  quick-lime  from  their  tops,  which  were 
carried  by  the  wind  into  the  faces  of  the   French,  blindiiig 
them,  and  rendering  them  unable  to  defend  themselvea     In 
this  age,  when  all  the  appliances  of  science  and  wealth  are 
devoted  to  the  invention  and  manufacture  of  instruments  of 
destruction,  it  is  almost  amusing  to  read  of  the  very  nnijde 
expedients  which  served  the  purposes  of  our  ancestors ;   uid 
yet  we  may  doubt  whether  the  refinements  of  modem  art  have 
discovered  anything  more  obnoxious  to  the  enemy  than  such  a 
shower  of  lime-dust.     It  is  clear,  though,  that  it  could  only  be 
80  used  at  very  close   quarters,  with  the  advantage  of  the 
wind ;  it  was  therefore  of  very  limited  service,  and  never  be- 
came general.     At  the  battle  of  Sluys  (June  24,  1340),  in  a 
very  similar  manner,  the  English  took  the  position  to  wind- 
ward, the  French,  as  before,  fancying  that  they  were  retreats 
ing.     It  appears  certain  that  on  both  occasions  the  manoeuvre 
was  performed  under  sail,  though  from  the  nature  and  rig  of  the 
ships,  with  one  large  square  sail,  they  must  have  been  very  far 
from  weatherly.     The  almost  necessary  inference  is  that  they 
were  assisted  by  oars,  but  there  is  no  distinct  evidence  to  thai 
effect.     Neither  have  we  any  trustworthy   estimate  of  the 
English  force  at  Sluys :  that  of  the  French  is  stated,  in  die 
King's  letter,  as  190  ships  and  35,000  men;  and  Froissart 
says  diat  they  were  four  times  as  numerous  as  the  English. 
Thirty  thousand  of  the  French  are  said  to  have  been  slain,  but 
a  large  proportion  of  these  perished  in  their  panic-struck  en- 
deavours to  escape,  after  the  defeat  of  their  van ;   and  it 
appears  that  the  only  severe  fighting  was  in  that  partial  en- 
gagement with  the  van.     It  is  thus  perfectly  credible  that  the 
number  of  English  engaged  was  very  far  below  that  of  tiie 
French  present ;  the  more  so,  as  they  were  unable  to  break  a 
fourth  line,  consisting  principally  of  Genoese  galleys  which 
made  good  their  retreat.     From  the  muster  of  the  ships  whidi 
attended  Edward  in  his  expedition  to  Calais,  it  appears  that 
the  crew  of  each  vessel  consisted,  on  the  average,  of  twenty 
mariners :  if  we  suppose  that  the  men-at-arms,  who  were  sent 
on  board  as  a  war  complement,  raised  t&e  average  number  of 
the  crew  to  sixty,  and  that  the  fleet  at  Sluys  consisted  of  200 
ships  of  all  sizes,  there  would  be  12,000  men  under  anns, 
which  may  perhaps  be  accepted  as  a  probable  estimate. 
The  reign  of  Edward  III.  is  popularly  famous  for  the  great 
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victories  of  Crecy  and  Poitiers^  fought  on  shore,  victories 
i^rhich  entailed  a  century  of  war  and  bloodshed  on  the  two 
countries :  to  those  who  examine  into  our  real  interests,  the 
naval  conduct  of  that  long  reign  has  a  still  more  glorious  re- 
cord ;  and  independently  of  the  victory  at  Sluys,  which  broke 
for  years  the  naval  power  of  France,  and  of  the  victory  of 
^  lies  Espagnols  sur  Mer,'  which  established  our  dominion  of 
the  narrow  seas,  the  vigour  with  which  commerce — even 
though  carried  on,  for  the  most  part,  by  German  residents — > 
was  protected,  and  foreign  marauders  exterminated,  went  far  to 
increase  the  prosperity,  wealth,  and  resources  of  the  country, 
— advantages  which  have  existed  even  to  the  present  day. 

That  these   early  victories  of  the   English  secured  their 
maritime  supremacy  is  very  evident ;  but  Mr.  Lindsay,  if  we 
understand  his  meaning,  follows  the  popular  error 
attributes  to  them  England's  'dominion  of  the  sea.' 
In  this,  however,  we  may  be  mistaken,  for  his  conclusion  is 
not  definitely  stated,  and  on  three  different  pages  he  gives 
three  different  dates  for  the  original  claim  (vol.  i  pp.  394, 
451-2).     But  he  nowhere   alludes  to   the  real  meaning  of 
this  celebrated  and  much  misunderstood  claim,  which  was, 
in  its  origin,  purely  territorial,  independent  of  naval  power, 
and  dated  from  the  first  possession,  by  the  Norman  kings,  of 
the  English  and  French  coasts — the  coasts,  that  is  to  say,  on 
both  sides  of  the  Channel.     It  was  not,  as  has  been  often 
said,  an  assertion  of  naval  superiority,  but  of  legal  right ;  it 
was  distinctly  formulated  by  King  John,  sixteen  years  before 
the  battle  off  Dover  (Black  Book,  vol.  i.  p.  129),  and  re- 
mained in  force  till  the  beginning  of  the  present  century. 
"But  the  mistaken  idea  that  it  was  merely  a  braggart  assump* 
tion,  following  on  victory,  has  led  to  much  confusion ;  it  has 
been  repeated,  over  and  over  again,  that  at  different  times  our 
dominion  of  the  sea  was  endangered,  or  even  lost ;  and  that 
the  question  at  issue  in  the  ^reat  wars  of  the  seventeenth  cen« 
tury  was  whether  the  dommion  of  the  sea  belonged  to  the 
English  or  to  the  Dutch.     Such  a  question  was  never,  for  a 
moment,  raised;    though  the   Dutch  disputed   the   English 
claim,  they  never  put  forward  a  corresponding  one ;  and,  con- 
sidled  by  the  light  of  early  history,  it  wiU  be  seen  that  any 
counter-claim  would  have  been  absurd.  *  The  English  dominion 
of  the  sea  was  undoubtedly  a  grievance  to  the  Dutch  in  the 
pride  of  their  independence  and  commercial  activity,'  but  the 
grievance  which  they  felt  still  more,  was  the  passing  of  the 
English  Navigation  Laws. 

hi  tracing  tiiQ  rise  of  the  Dutch  in  the  end  of  the  sixteenth 
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and  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  Mr.  Lindsay  attri- 
butes their  success,  in  great  measure,  to  the  ancient  Laws  of 
England  which  forbad  any  English  exports  in  home  bottoms, 
and  which  necessarily  threw  fdl  the  carrying  trade  into  the 
hands  of  such  foreigners  as  had  energy  to  seize  on  it.  It 
would  seem,  in  reality,  that  these  laws  were  the  anachronistic 
survival  of  certain  privileges  and  monopolies  which  had  been 
granted  centuries  before  to  the  German  Merchants  of  the  Steel- 
yard, as  equivalents  for  loans  or  gifts  of  money  in  times  ol 
financial  embarrassment,  and  which,  altogether  inimical  to  the 
rising  commercial  spirit  of  the  country,  operated  most  injn- 
riously.  As  soon  as  the  government  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  Parliament,  it  endeavoured  to  remedy  the  existing  evils ; 
and  after  several  preliminary  measures,  the  celebrated  Naviga- 
tion Act  came  into  operation  in  165L 

This  Act  declared  that '  no  goods  or  commodities  whatever, 

*  of  the  growth,  production,  or  manufacture  of  Asia,  Afiica,  or 

*  America,  should  be  imported  either  into  England  or  Ireland 

*  or  any  of  the  plantations  of  Great  Britain,  except  in  British- 
'  built  ships,  owned  by  British  subjects,  and  of  which  the 

*  master  and  three-fourths  of   the   crew   belonged    to  that 

*  country ; '  and  further,  that  *  no  goods  of  the  growth,  product 

*  tion,  or  manufacture  of  any  country  in  Europe  should  be 

*  imported  into  Great  Britain  except  in  British  ships,  owned 

*  and  navigated  by  British  subjects,  or  in  such  ships  as  were 

*  the  real  property  of  the  people  of  the  country  or  place  in 

*  which  the  goods  were  produced,  or  from  which  they  could 

*  only  be,  or  most  usually  were,  exported '  (Lindsay,  voL  iL 
p.  184).  It  thus  struck  directly  at  the  commercial  interests  of 
the  Dutch,  who  had  almost  monopolised  the  carrying  trade  of 
the  civilised  world,  and  war  broke  out  immediately  ^terwards; 
but  gallantly  as  they  fought  it  out,  the  naval  strength  of  Eng- 
land was  in  the  long  run  overpowering ;  uid  whether  it  is  to 
be  attributed  to  '  the  Navigation  Acts,  or  to  the  stoppage  of 

*  trade,  insecurity  of  capital,  inherited  debts,  and  taxes  on 
'  ships,  sustained  by  the  Dutch  during  the  war,  England's 
'  maritime  resources  increased,  while  those  of  Holland  de- 

*  clined,  and  London  became  what  Amsterdam  once  was,  the 
'  chief  emporium  of  the  commercial  world '  (Lindsay,  vol.  iL 
p.  195). 

The  prosperity  of  Holland  had  itself  risen  on  the  decadence 
of  Portugal,  to  whose  early  enterorise  was  due  the  discovery 
of  the  passage  round  the  Cape.  It  is  well  known  that  when, 
many  years  before  the  final  success  of  Yasco  da  Grama,  the 
kings  of  Portugal  entered  on  their  career  of  Oriental  naviga- 
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tion,  the  Pope  had  conferred  on  them  sovereign  rights  over  all 
the  unknown  lands  which  they  could  discover,  and  had  given 
them  a  monopoly  of  discovery.  The  Spanish  islands  in  the 
West  Indies  were  at  once  claimed  by  the  Portuguese  as  a 
breach  of  this  monopoly,  and  a  very  curious  negotiation  was 
carried  on  between  the  two  governments  before  the  difficulty 
was  settled.  Mr.  Lindsay  has,  as  an  appendix,  reprinted  from 
Hakluyt  the  account  of  this  contained  in  a  most  interesting 
letter  from  Mr.  Robert  Thorne,  a  Bristol  merchant  at  Seville, 
to  the  English  Ambassador.  It  was  at  last  agreed  that  all  dis- 
coveries east  of  the  meridian  of  Cape  Verde  should  belong  to 
Portugal,  and  all  to  the  west  of  the  same  meridian  to  Spain,  the 
claim  of  each  being  carried  round  through  180  degrees  of  longi- 
tude. But  it  soon  appeared  that  this  settlement  was  itself  doubt- 
ful; for  the  position  of  the  meridian  of  180^  was  a  point  open 
to  much  armiment  and  contradictory  assertion,  and  die  Moluc- 
cas, or  as  Mr.  Thome  calls  them,  *  Islands  of  Spicery,'  were  too 
valuable  to  be  ass^ed  to  either  party  without  a  good  deal  of 
hard  swearing.  The  Portuguese  maintained  (rightly  enough) 
that  they  were  all  within  the  eastern  half  of  the  world  ;  the 
Spaniards,  on  the  other  hand,  were  certain  that  they  were  in 
the  western ;  and  Mr.  Thome  reports  that,  going  east,  thev 
extended  from  160^  to  215%  so  that  ^  it  seemeth  all  that  falleth 
'  from  160  to  180  degrees  should  be  of  Portingal,  and  all  the 
'  rest  of  Spaine.'  As  a  matter  of  fact,  none  of  these  islands  lie 
to  the  eastward  of  the  meridian  of  180^,  or  anywhere  near  it ; 
and  the  most  valued  of  them  are  from  20^  to  30^  to  the  west- 
ward ;  but  the  Portuguese  had  no  means  of  proving  this ;  '  For 
'  that  there  is  no  starre  fixed  from  east  to  west,  as  are  the  starres 
'  of  the  poles  from  north  to  south,  but  all  mooveth  with  the 
'  mooving  divine ;  no  maner  can  bee  founde  howe  certainly  it 
'  may  bee  measured,  but  by  conjectures,  as  the  Navigants  have 
'  esteemed  the  way  they  have  gone.'  In  addition  to  this  diffi- 
culty, the  Portuguese  had  occupied  Brazil,  which  was  clearly 
beyond  their  assigned  limits,  and  claimed  it  as  discovered  pre- 
vious to  the  convention,  a  claim  which  the  Spaniards  would 
not  allow.  *  So,'  writes  Mr.  Thome  in  1527,  *  none  can  verely 
*  tell  which  hath  the  best  reason.     They  be  not  yet  agreed.' 

He  then  goes  on  to  suggest  that  whilst  they  are  disputing 
about  these  valuable  islands,  the  English  might  seize  on  them 
by  going  north  from  Newfoundland.  Although  his  argument 
has  oeen  painfully  proved  to  be  impracticable,  it  is,  we  believe, 
the  first  recorded  proposition  to  seek  out  the  North  Pole,  and 
as  such  has  a  peculiar  interest  at  the  present  time.  The  date 
of  thisj  it  must  be  observed,  is  long  antecedent  to  the  voyage 
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of  Jean  de  Faca^  and  the  story  to  which  it  gave  rise ;  long 
antecedent  to  the  idea  of  a  north-east  or  north-west  passage, 
which  occupied  the  minds  of  navigators  for  nearly  300  yean. 
What  Thome  says^  then,  is  purely  theoretical  and  in  ignorance 
of  the  difficulties.     ^  If  from  the  said  New  found  lands  tiie  sea 

*  be  nav^able,  there  is  no  doubt  but  sayling  northward  and 

*  passing  the  Pole,  descending  to  the  equmoctiall  line,  we  shall 

*  hit  these  Islands,  and  it  should  be  a  much  shorter  way  than 
'  either  the  Spaniards  or  the  Portingals  have.  For  we  be  dis* 
'  taut  from  the  Pole  but  thirty  and  nine  degrees,  and  &om  the 
'  Pole  to  the  Equinoctiall  be  ninetie,  the  which  added  together 

*  bee  an  hundred  twenty  and  nine  degrees,  leagues  2,489,  and 
'  miles  7,440 ;  where  we  should  find  these  Islands.  But  it  k 
'  a  generall  opinion  of  all  Coemographers,  that  passing  die 

*  seventh  clime  the  sea  is  all  ice,  and  the  colde  so  much  that 

*  none  can  suffer  it.     And  hitherto  they  had  all  the  like  opinian 

*  that  under  the  line  Equinoctiall  for  much  heate  the  land  was 

*  unhabitable.  Yet  since  (by  experience  is  proved)  no  lande  so 
'  much  habitable  nor  more  temperate*     And  to  conclude,  I 

*  thinke  the  same  should  be  found  under  the  North  if  it  were 

*  experimented.     For  as  all  judge  nihil  fit  vacuum  in  rerum 

*  natura.     So  I  judge  there  is  no  land  unhabitable,  nor  sea  in- 

*  navigable.' 

This  notice  of  the  difficulties  which  lay  in  the  way  of  set- 
tling geographical  disputes  leads  us  to  the  consideration  of  the 
difficulties  of  early  navigation.  It  must  then  be  borne  in 
mind  that  in  the  time  of  Vasco  da  Gama  or  of  Columbus,  the 
methods  of  determining  the  latitude  were  extremely  imperfect, 
and  for  determining  the  longitude  there  was  absolutely  no 
method  at  all  beyond  the  vague  and  uncertain  one  still  known 
as  ^  dead  reckoning,^  that  is,  by  reducing  the  distance  run  on 
each  course,  as  measured  by  log-line  and  compass.  Now  in 
those  days  and  for  many  years  after,  nothing  was  accurately 
known  about  the  variation  of  the  compass,  or  about  the  currents 
txf  the  ocean ;  and  as,  in  parts  of  the  world,  the  variation  of  the 
iHUupass  is  nearly  25%  and  ships  going  to  or  from  India  would 
jUM'tbrm  part  of  their  voyage  in  the  Natal  current,  which  fre- 
miontly  runs  at  a  rate  of  more  than  100  miles  a  day,*  not  to 
uunition  particularly  the  more  sluggish  currents  which  have  a 
Vi^looity  of  from  20  to  40  miles  a  day,  it  is  quite  evident  that 

♦  Mwroo  Polo  (Yule's  edit.  vol.  ii.  p.  346)  speaks  of  this  current  m 
kudwii  t<i  the  Orientals,  and  as  the  limit  of  their  voyaging  to\?ardBtbe 
HiMiih,  by  reason  of  their  fear  that  it  would  hinder  them  coming  back 
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the  dead  reckoning,  unchecked  by  any  observations,  was  neces- 
sarily very  incorrect.  So  far  as  latitude  was  concerned  they 
knew  that  the  Pole  Star  was  near  the  Pole,  but  without  any 
exact  knowledge  of  its  distance  from  it ;  they  assumed  its  alti- 
tude to  be  the  latitude,  as  indeed  it  is  under  certain  condi- 
tions, which  they  may  have  been  acquainted  with ;  for  the 
assumption,  if  accepted  generally,  involves  a  possible  error  of 
90  miles.  Even  this  would  have  been  a  comparatively  close 
approximation  if  they  had  been  able  to  take  the  altitude  with 
any  accuracy,  which,  however,  was  quite  out  of  the  question  ; 
and  the  metibod  failed  them  altogether  as  soon  as  they  crossed 
the  line  and  the  Pole  Star  disappeared  below  the  horizon. 
Their  knowledge  of  the  sun's  position  was  vague,  their  tables 
of  declination  very  incorrect,  and  their  instruments  rude  and 
imperfect.  To  make  observations  which  they  could  consider 
satisfactory  they  had  to  land ;  the  form  of  astrolabe  which  they 
used,  the  invention  (we  are  told)  of  a  Portuguese  Jew  named 
Zacuto,  seems  to  have  measur^  the  altitude  by  letting  the 
light  pass  through  two  holes  at  some  distance  from  each  other, 
and  thus  showing  the  line  of  the  sun's  rays.  Yasco  da  Grama 
landed  at  St.  Helena,  on  his  first  voyage,  to  take  such  an  ob- 
servation,  'because,  as  there  was  but  a  short  time    since 

*  mariners  of  this  realm  (of  Portugal)  took  advantage  of  the 

*  use  of  the  astrolabe  for  that  requirement  of  navigation,  and 

*  as  the  ships  were  small,  they  did  not  put  much  trust  in  using 

*  them  on  board  on  account  of  the  ship's  pitching  and  tossing.'**^ 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  his  determination  of  the  lati- 
tude, but  it  is  not  stated ;  the  result  would  of  course  be  noted 
on  his  chart,  and  be  corrected  by  subsequent  navigators. 

But  inaccurate  as  the  latitudes  must  have  been,  according  to 
modem  notions,  they  still  were  rough  approximations ;  for  the 
longitudes  they  had  no  method  except  wild  guessing  on  the 
basis  of  the  dead  reckoning;  nor  was  any  other  rendered 
available  for  more  than  200  years.  It  is  true  that  the  methods 
by  eclipses  of  the  sun  and  moon,  by  the  eclipses  of  Jupiter's 
satellites,  by  the  transits  of  the  moon,  by  the  lunar  distances 
of  certain  stars,  and  by  time-keepers  or  chronometers,  were  un- 
derstood at  a  comparatively  early  period,  though  indeed  long 
subsequently  to  the  days  of  Columbus;  but  none  of  these 
could  be  used  on  board  ship,  nor,  indeed,  had  they  any  preten- 
sions to  scientific  accuracy  on  shore.     Still,  this  was  the  best 

*  Bairos'  'Asia':  quoted  in  CJorrea'a  *  Three  Voyages  of  Vasco  da 
f  Grama,'  as  translated  and  edited  for  the  Hakluyt  Societyj^by  the  Hon. 
H.  E.  J.  Stanley,  p.  45. 
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that  could  be  done — to  determine  as  correctly  as  possible  a  great 
number  of  stations,  and  so,  depending  on  the  charts  for  a  ^ood 
departure,  to  trust  for  the  rest  to  the  dead  reckoning.  Giam- 
Battista  Riccioli,  in  his  *  Geographia  et  Hydrographia/  pub- 
lished in  1660 — a  work  of  really  great  learning  and  which 
gives  a  favourable  idea  of  the  state  of  geographical  science — 
has  inserted  a  table  of  longitudes,  which,  considering  the  dis- 
advantages under  which  the  observers  and  computers  laboured, 
are  astonishingly  good.  A  few  of  these,  taken  at  random,  are 
South  Foreland,  east  of  Pico  in  the  Azores,  33**  10',  which  is 
2**  15'  too  much  ;  St.  Helena,  26**  50'  E.,  bein^  3"*  30^  in  excess ; 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  46**  15'  E.,  or  41'  too  little;  and  Macao, 
144*"  28'  E.,  which  places  it  2**  20'  too  far  to  the  eastward. 

Comparing  the  longitudes  in  this  table  with  the  magnetic 
declination,  or,  as  it  is  more  conunonly  called  by  sailors,  the 
variation  of  the  compass,  he  shows  that  the  favourite  idea  and 
lonff-entertained  hope  of  determining  longitude  by  means  of 
variation  is  without  any  basis  of  fact:  it  had  been  at  first 
supposed  that  the  variation  was  constant  at  all  places  on  the 
same  meridian,  and  partly  on  this  account,  the  meridian  of 
Pico,  where  the  variation  was  zero,  had  been  accepted  as  the 
prime  meridian,  and  continued  to  be  generally  used  as  such, 
even  into  the  eighteenth  century.  Improvements  in  ^e 
science  and  art  of  navigation  were  thus  extremely  slow,  and, 
until  the  introduction  of  the  reflecting  quadrant  known  as 
Hadley's,  had  made  scarcely  any  advance :  although  the  prac- 
tice, guided  bv  the  experience  of  centuries,  was  no  doubt 
much  better,  tne  astrolabe  in  different  forms,'^  the  quadrant 
with  the  plummet,  and  the  cross-staff  continued  to  be  the  ob- 
serving instruments  ;  whilst  the  log  line  and  the  compass  gave 
the  data  for  the  dead  reckoning,  pretty  much  as  they  do 
now. 

But  in  fact  the  invention  of  the  compass  is  the  great  mark 
of  distinction  between  ancient  and  modem  navigation.  All 
others,  the  reflecting  quadrant  or  sextant,  the  dironometer, 
the  lunar  tables,  the  Nautical  Almanac,  all-important  as  they 
are,  sink  into  insignificance  as  compared  with  the  discovery  of 
the  virtues  of  the  magnet.     And  yet  this  wonderful  discovery 

*  In  the  Museum  of  the  Royal  Naval  College  at  Greenwich,  there  is 
a  small  astrolabe  of  gold  bearing  maker^s  Qate  1 569,  believed  to  hare 
belonged  to  Sir  Francis  Drake.  It  is  a  most  comprehensive  little  thing, 
about  the  size  of  an  old-fashioned  watch,  and,  however  imperfectly, 
embodies  in  itself  the  uses  of  the  watch,  sextant,  azimuth  compass, 
Nautical  Almanac,  Logarithmic  Tables,  and  Sailing  Directions. 
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has  no  recognised  discoverer.  When,  where,  or  by  whom  it 
-was  made  is  absolutely  unknown ;  for  the  ordinarily  received 
story  which  attributes  it  to  one  Flavio  Gioja  of  Amalfi,  early 
in  the  fourteenth  century,  is  quite  without  foundation.  It  is 
indeed  possible  that  some  of  the  skilled  workmen  of  the 
Italian  States  improved  or  even  invented  the  mechanical 
fitting  of  the  needle,  and  reduced  the  compass  to  something 
like  its  present  fashion  ;  but  it  is  beyond  controversy  that  the 
polarity  of  the  needle  was  known  and  was  used  at  sea  more 
than  a  hundred  years  before  the  time  of  Gioja,  and  that  it  is 
mentioned  in  a  familiar  manner  by  the  minstrels  of  the  twelfth 
century.  Thus  Guiot  de  Provins  has  described  how  sailors 
steer  their  course  by  means  of  the  pole  star ;  but  *  they  have 

*  also,'  he  says,  *  an  ugly  brown  stone,  to  which  iron  joins  of  its 

*  own  accord.  This  they  touch  with  a  needle,  which  they  then 
'  lay  lengthwise  in  a  rush,  so  that  it  may  float  in  water ;  and 

*  it  turns  its  point  toward  the  star  with  certainty.'  Other 
popular  writers  of  the  same  time  speak  of  it  in  similar  terms, 
as  a  thing  well  known  and  used  by  sailors,  but  there  is  no 
mention  of  it  in  any  chronicle,  law,  or  contract. 

It  has  been  maintained  that  the  origin  of  the  compass  must 
be  English,  because  the  three  feathers  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
are  always  used  to  denote  the  North  point :  this  is  absurd,  on 
the  very  face  of  it ;  for  the  Black  Prince  was  the  first  who- 
adopted  this  cognisance,  and  the  number  of  feathers  was  for  a 
long  time  unsettled.     It  has  a^ain  been  said  that  the  mark  or 
the  North  point  is  not  the  three  feathers  of  Wales  but  the 
fleur-de-lis  of  France ;  but  the  fleur-de-lis  was  first  assumed  by . 
the  kings  of  France,  in  the  twelfth  century,  when  they  had 
little  or  no  maritime  power ;  it  was  borne  by  many  of  the 
kings   of  England ;    and — which   seems   much   more   to   the 
purpose — was,  at  quite  as  early  a  date,  the  device  on  the  cor- 
porate seal  of  the  merchants   and   shipowners   of  Wisby  in  > 
Gothland,  on  which  seal  it  has  a  form  closely  resembling  the 
distinguishing  mark  of  the  North  point    The  French  word  bouB- 
sole  is  obviously  a  corruption  of  the  Italian  bossola,  and  this  has 
been  considered  as  supporting  the  Italian  claim.     But  whence 
came  the  word  bossola  into  Italian  ?  is  it,  as  has  been  said,, 
a  derivative  of  the  Latin  pt/xis  ?  or  is  it  the  old  Norse  byssa, 
the  English  box^  introduced  into   the  south  of  Italy  by  the 
Normans  ?     It  is  to  be  noticed  also  that  the  French  minstrel 
just  referred  to  speaks  of  the  ugly  brown  stone  as  necessary 
to  impart  the  virtue  to  the  needle,  and  that  that  stone  is 
named  in  Northern  languages,  and  in  Northern  languages  alone> 
from  its  guiding  power ;  it  is  the  load-stone.     In  French  it 
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18  Paimant,  from  its  attractive  quality ;  in  Italian,  calamitOy 
with  an  unmistakable  reference  to  the  reed  on  which  the 
early  needle  was  floated.  Now  all  this  seems  to  furnish  fair 
grounds  for  the  speculation  that  the  property  was  first  found 
out  in  the  North :  to  suggest  the  possibility  that  the  None- 
men  were  acquainted  with  it  at  a  very  early  period,  and  were 
guided  by  it  in  their  wonderful  voyages  to  Greenland  and  down 
the  coast  of  North  America. 

Whether  this  was  or  was  not  the  case  we  cannot  undertake 
to  say ;  but  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  study  of  the  derivation 
and  origin  of  technical  words,  which  have  no  apparent  mean- 
ing, has  great  historical  capabilities.  Professor  Max  Mull^, 
in  one  of  his  lectures  on  the  Science  of  Language,  has  ex- 
amined into  this  point  with  reference  to  the  hypothetical  dis- 
covery, in  future  ages,  of  a  tribe  of  negroes  who  affirmed  by 
yesr  or  j/esm^  according  as  they  spoke  to  a  man  or  woman: 
and  in  a  similar  manner  we  may  elucidate  various  points  of 
naval  archaeology  and  history,  by  tracing  home  some  of  the 
terms  of  every-day  use.  Thus  the  very  large  intermixture  of 
Teutonic  words  amongst  the  nautical  terms  of  the  French, 
proves  how  great  must  have  been  the  influence  of  Northern 
settlers  along  the  sea-board  of  France;  for  it  is  very  clear  that 
the  Franks,  on  entering  Gaul  from  the  interior  of  Germany, 
could  not  have  imported  them ;  nor  have  they  been  adopted 
from  any  sense  of  their  expressiveness,  for  most  of  tiiem 
have  simply  no  meaning :  such  for  instance  as  beaupre,  which, 
as  denoting  in  French  a  beautiful  field,  is  arrant  nonsense, 
but  is  intelligible  as  a  corrupted  relation  of  bowsprit,  the 
«prit,  or  small  spar  (itself  kindred  to  sprout ;  A.  S.  sprytm) 
of  the  bow.  Similarly  lofia  the  same  word  as  the  EngliA 
luff  (A.  S.  Ij/ft;  O.  N.  lopt)f  which  in  another  form  still  lives 
in  ballad  poetry  as  lift.* 

In  our  own  language,  the  absence  of  all  but  Teutonic  terns 
has  a  more  direct  interest ;  it  proves  that  4)ur  shipping  is  a 
native  growth,  a  development  of  the  rude  beginnings  of  oar 
forefathers,  whether  Saxon,  Danish  or  Norwegian,  and  not  i 
derivative  from  the  ancient  civilisation  of  the  MediterraneaB. 
Thus  ship,  skipper,  mate,  to  steer,  rudder,  oar,  boat,  keel, 
mast,  boom,  and  a  host  of  others,  show  that  all  the  essentials 
<rf  a  ship  are  our  own:  jolly-boat,  cutter,  shrouds,  stay?. 
tackles,  blocks,  are  all  Teutonic.  Even  in  modem  times  we 
have  borrowed  very  few.     Mizen,  whether  name,  mast  or  safl, 

*  As  in  Sir  Patrick  Spens: — 

*  The  lift  grew  dark  and  the  wind  blew  load«* 
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is  distinctly  Italian,  and  the  derivation  of  the  word  is  interest- 
ing; it  has  been  urged  that  the  mizen-mast  must,  of  couroe, 
have  been  originally  the  middle  of  three ;  which  it  certainly 
never  was  :  the  mast  takes  the  name  from  the  sail,  la  mezana, 
and  the  sail  takes  the  name  from  the  part  of  the  ship  above 
ivhich  it  was  set,  la  mezania,  extending  from  the  main-mast  to 
the  poop,  that  is,  the  middle  of  the  ship.  A  boat's  painter  is 
another  word  on  which  much  ingenuity  has  been  spent :  it  is 
most  probably  connected  with  the  Anglo-Saxon  bindan  (O.  N. 
biuda)y  to  tie  up  or  fasten,  though  a  relationship  has  been  sug- 
gested to  the  French  pendeur,  the  English  equivalent  of  which, 
however,  is  a  pendant.  Pennant,  or  pennon,  is  a  term  of 
chivalry ;  yacht  and  schooner  are  from  the  Dutch,  imported 

frobably  in  the  seventeenth  century;  and  poop,  which  is 
iatio,  came  to  us  through  the  Spanish.  But  these  and  some 
others  are  quite  exceptional;  of  all  the  words  and  phrases 
peculiarly  nautical  and  in  daily  use  on  board  ship,  there  are 
few  indeed  which  are  not  pure  and  homely  English. 

This  leads  us  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  M.  Jal's  argument 
that  mediaeval  shipping  was  the  same  all  over  Europe,  and 
that  the  recorded  details  in  one  country  may  be  transferred  to 
another,  at  pleasure :  it  is  true,  however,  that  his  application 
of  the  argument  is  a  fair  inference,  and  that  the  French  ship- 
ping, in  the  Mediterranean,  closely  resembled  the  Spanish 
and  Italian:  in  the  western  seas,  the  evidence  of  language 
goes  a  long  way  to  prove  that  there  was  a  family  likeness 
rather  to  the  English,  and  that  the  difference  between  these 
and  the  Mediterranean  craft  was  considerable.  Though  the 
sailor  has  been,  in  all  ages,  very  cosmopolitan  in  his  ideas, 
and  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  sea  have  tended  to  as- 
similate themselves,  we  would  maintain  that  the  close  resem- 
blance which  has,  for  the  last  few  centuries,  existed  between 
the  sea-going  vessels  of  all  nations  is  the  result  of  mutual 
imitation,  and  certainly  not  of  descent. 

In  considering  this  imitation,  the  marked  propensity  of 
the  human  race  to  adopt  the  same  solution  of  the  difficulties  of 
their  every-day  life  is  not  to  be  lost  sight  of.  When  we  find 
in  different  ages,  or  at  a  distance  of  half  the  circumference  of 
the  globe,  jnimaeval  tribes  following  the  same  custom  of  build- 
ing their  houses  on  piles,  as  in  Switzerland  and  in  Burmah ; 
when  we  find  the  sumpitan,  or  blow-pipe,  used  by  the  Malays 
and  by  the  Indians  of  the  Upper  Amazon  ;  when  we  find  that 
everywhere  boats  of  basket-work  covered  with  hide  have  been 
amongst  the  earliest  conceptions  of  navigation — a  rude  type 
which  still  exists  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland,  and  in  which 
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the  fishermen  and  pilots  of  Clare  or  Kerry  still  venture  far  oat 
to  sea — it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  people  of  kindred 
origin,  settling  on  different  coasts,  should  have  fallen  into  the 
same  line  of  thought,  so  far  as  the  circumstances  were  similar; 
but  also,  inasmuch  as  the  circumstances  \yere  in  many  respects 
very  different,  it  is  logical  to  conclude  that  they  had  recoune 
to  different  expedients.  Thus,  starting  with  the  same  idea 
of  a  boat  moved  by  oars  and  sails,  an  idea  first  formed,  it 
may  be,  on  some  river  or  inland  sea  in  the  interior  of  Asia, 
amongst  a  united  Aryan  tribe,  to  whose  common  speech  the 
connexion  between  oar  and  remus  {ipia-ata),  sail  and  velun 
(ttX/ci))  would  seem  to  point,  the  one  people  adhered  to  the 
primitive  thole-pin  {cKaXfios)  and  grummet  (rpowcoTtjp)  as  still 
used  in  the  Mediterranean ;  the  other,  forced  by  the  necessity 
of  a  stormy  sea,  devised  the  open  rowlock :  the  one  people 
developed  the  trireme,  the  dromon  and  the  galley,  as  the 
typical  vessel  of  war ;  the  other,  gradually  discarding  oars  and 
raising  their  bulwarks,  arrived  at  shii)s  with  guns  on  the 
broadside,  firing  through  ports  on  two  or  more  decks. 

The  Spaniards,  with  coasts  on  both  seas,  followed  in  both 
lines   of  development,  though  their  national   vanity  induced 
them  to  aim  at  surpassing  magnitude.     Their  galleys  and  their 
ships  were  the  largest  in  the  world  ;  the  great  galley  of  Barce- 
lona, built  in  1567,  with  thirty-six  benches  a-side,  and  seven 
men  to  each  bench  pulling  oars  a  zenzile,  was  but  one  instance 
of  their  mistaken  pride;  and  the  great  galleons  of  the  Armada, 
under  whose  weight  the  sea  groaned,  were  helpless  against  the 
attacks  of  the  smaller,  handier,  and  better-handled  ships  of  the 
English.     The  mediseval  Catalans  earned  a  wide  fame  in  the 
Mediterranean  as  bold  and  skilful  sailors ;  and  the  '  Consulate 
*  of  the  Sea  '  remains  in  testimony  of  the  extent  of  their  com- 
merce ;  but  on  the  ocean  sea-board  the  Spaniards  never  dis- 
played any  nautical  aptitude,  though  their  power  and  wealth 
tempted  mariners  of  foreign  birth  to  their  flag.     The  great 
discoveries  which,  in  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  and  the  begin- 
ning of  the  sixteenth  century,  rendered  Spain  famous,  and 
gave  a  fictitious  vigour  to  her  maritime  pretensions,  were  un- 
dertaken  and   carried   out   by   strangers :    Columbus    was  a 
Genoese  ;  so  was  Andrea  Doria,  the  celebrated  Admiral  of 
Charles  V. ;  Vespucci  was  a  Florentine,  and  Magellan  was  a 
Portuguese. 

Brave  and  good  soldiers  as  they  proved  themselves  on  shore, 
whether  against  the  French  in  the  long  wars  of  the  sixteenth 
centuiy,  or  against  unknown  dangers  in  Mexico  and  Peru,  the 
Spaniards   eviuced  on   every  occasion   a  singular  incapacity 
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for  naval  war ;  and  whilst  they  continued  to  fit  out  large 
fleets  of  magnificent  ships,  it  was  only  for  them  to  fall  a  prey 
to  their  first  enemy.  From  the  time  of  the  Armada  in  1588, 
to  Trafalgar  in  1805,  their  naval  history  is  one  long  roll  of 
imbecility,  disaster,  and  defeat  Nor  indeed  were  the  con- 
ditions of  their  navigation  such  as  to  call  forth  or  exercise  the 
highest  qualities  of  seamanship.  Slipping  away  from  the 
Spanish  ports,  they  ran  at  once  with  a  fair  wind  into  the 
Trades,  and  were  lazily  borne  along  over  the  Ladies'  Sea. 
When  they  found  their  way  into  the  Pacific,  they  had  a 
certain  spell  of  rough  weather,  and  cold,  and  danger  in 
passing  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan ;  but  once  there, 
their  cruising  to  and  fro  was  as  steady  as  in  the  Atlantic; 
the  Trade  wmds  of  the  tropics  took  them  from  Acapulco  to 
Manilla,  and  the  west  winds  of  the  temperate  zone  brought 
them  back  again.  When  Magellan  had  once  shown  them  the 
way  to  this  navigation,  there  was  little  enterprise,  though 
much  profit,  in  the  prosecution  of  it ;  and  the  chief  danger  was 
when  some  wild  English  rover,  such  as  Cavendish  or  Drake, 
rudely  claimed  a  share. 

Very  difierent  indeed  was  the  school  of  the  early  English 
navigators.  The  North  sea  trade  and  the  Ireland  or  Iceland 
fisheries  trained  up  a  race  of  men  who,  as  an  old  writer  has  it, 
'  could  furl  a  topsail  or  spritsail,  or  shake  out  a  bonnet  in  a 

*  dark  and  stdrmy  night,  and  not  shrink  from  their  duty  like 
^  the   surfeited,  and    hunger-pinched   sailors  who   made    the 

*  southern  voyages.'  These  were  the  men  who  towards  the 
end  of  the  sixteenth  and  early  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
pushed  far  into  the  ice-bound  regions  of  the  North,  and,  under 
Frobisher  or  BaflSn,  explored  the  long-forgotten  BafiSn's  Bay, 
or  (according  to  Dr.  Petermann)  even  reached  that  remote 
land  beyond  Novaya  Zemlya,  for  the  re-discovery  of  which, 
now,  nearly  three  hundred  years  later,  all  Europe  has  been 
applauding  our  Austrian  contemporaries.  And  it  was  not 
only  in  such  peaceful  employment  that  they  were  exercised. 
Under  the  bold  and  unscrupulous  leaders  of  the  Elizabethan 
age,  they  searched  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  friends  to 
the  sea  and  enemies  to  all  foreigners  that  sailed  on  it ;  whilst 
those  who  could  not  join  in  such  distant  enterprise  laid  wait 
for  the  homeward-bound  traders,  as  they  came  into  European 
waters.  Cruising  far  out  from  the  entrance  of  the  Channel, 
in  what  has  been  known  to  our  seamen  in  all  ages  as  the 
Soundings,  and  beyond  that,  even  to  the  coasts  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  they  harried  the  rich  commerce  of  the  Indies  in  a 
manner  at  once  ruinous  and  insulting :  the  haughty  preten- 
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sions  of  Philip  were  set  at  nought,  his  cities  sadced,  and  his 
ships  plundered  or  destroyed. 

It  was  the  policy  of  our  Government  to  ignore  or  to  wink  at 
these  proceedings,  which  rouseil  and  irritated  the  Spaniards; 
and  whatever  part  ambition  or  bigotry  may  have  played  in 
bringing  about  their  great  expedition  in  1588,  it  is  quite 
certain  that  their  longing  for  vengeance,  and  the  hope  of 
exterminating  the  piratical  horde  which  had  so  long  and  so 
vexatiously  preyed  on  them,  were  not  without  influence.  Bat 
the  severe  training  which  had  rendered  our  men  able  to  do  the 
injury,  rendered  them  also  able  to  withstand  the  avenger. 
Against  their  practised  seamanship,  the  huge  galleons  of  the 
Spaniards  were  powerless,  and  after  a  succession  of  encounters 
culminating  in  that  off  Calais  on  the  memorable  July  29tli, 
the  vaunted  Armada  fled  to  its  utter  destruction  in  the  wild 
seas  of  the  North  and  the  West. 

Are  the  men  who  won  this   celebrated  victory,  a  victory 
which,  more  than  anything  else,  established   England    as  a 
great  power,  fitting  subjects  of  opprobrium  ?     Mr.  Lindsay, 
accepting  the  name  of  pirates  in  its  modem  signification,  and 
considering  their  piracy   from  a  modern  point  of  view,  has 
criticised  the    career  of  Hawkins,   and    more  especially  of 
Drake,  in  no  measured  terms ;  their  exploits  are  ^  disreput* 
*  able,'  *  pure  piracy,'  *  piracy  on  a  gigantic  scale ;'  Aeir  men 
are  '  a  gang  of  marauders,' '  desperadoes.'     In  this  we  think 
he  is  wrong.     The  actions  of  Hawkins  and  Drake  are  to  be 
judged  by  the  standard  of  public  opinion  and  law  in  their  own 
time,  not  by  that  which  the  mercantile  spirit  of  the  present 
age  has  forced  into  currency.     It  is  quite  certain  that  the 
country  at  large,  the  Queen  and  her  government  included, 
approved  and  admired  the  bold  deeds  which  Mr.  Lindsay  has 
so  bitterly  stigmatised ;  that  knighthood — not  then  the  priz« 
of  every  successful  grocer  or  tallow-chandler — was  conferred 
on  both ;  that  the  Queen,  as  a  mark  of  special  honour,  visited 
Drake  on  board  the  *  Pelican'  at  Deptford,  after  his  return 
from  the  most  renowned  of  his  expeditions,  and  rewarded  him 
with  the  gift  of  lands  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood — ^lands 
which  still,  we  believe,  remain  in  the  family  of  Drake's  de- 
scendants.    These  facts  are,  for  us,  suflScient  proofs  that  their 
exploits  were  deemed  not  only  excusable,  not  only  creditable, 
but  splendid  and  heroic.     Great  stress  is  laid  on  the  fact  that 
the  two  countries  were  at  peace;  it  is  overlooked  that. in  those 
days  a  formal  declaration  of  war  was  unusual ;  that  there  were 
great  causes  of  complaint  against  the  Spaniards,  who,  on  their 
part,  had  waged  very  cruel  war — or  piracy — against  English 
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interests  afloat;  and  that  whilst  it  did  not  suit  the  Queen's 
policy  to  break  off  negotiations^  she  and  the  feeling  of  the 
cotintry  warmly  and  affectionately  supported  those  who  vindi*^ 
Gated  ^eir  wrongs. 

The  whole  body  of  early  naval  history  proves  that  /pirate' 
was  not  a  term  of  opprobrium.  Capturing  a  foreign  merchant 
ship,  throwing  her  crew  overboard  or  sdling  them  as  slaves^ 
and  appropriating  the  cargo,  was  a  slightly  irregular,  but 
by  no  means  dishonourable  proceeding;  it  was  the  natural 
vent  for  the  superfluous  energy  of  the  sea-board  population, 
and  a  very  ordinary  method  of  filling  an  empty  purse.  The 
traces  of  this  appear  down  to  a  comparatively  recent  period. 
Mr.  Fronde's  History  abounds  with  instances  of  it ;  so 
does  Mr.  Forster's  *  Life  of  Sir  John  £liot ' ;  and  in  pre- 
ceding centuries  it  had  been  still  more  customary,  and  was 
not  thought  to  merit  any  decided  moral  censure,  as  indeed 
is  evident  from  the  celebrated  description  of  one  of  the 
Canterbury  pilgrims  who  *  certeinly  was  a  good  felawCi* 
although 

*  Of  nyce  conscience  took  he  no  keep. 
If  that  he  foughte  and  hadde  the  beigher  hand. 
By  water  he  sente  hem  hoom  to  every  land.' 

Mr.  Lindsay,  as  the  historian  of  merchant  shipping,  natu- 
rally sees  in  this  merely  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  development 
of  commerce.  There  is  little  doubt  that  it  was  so,  but  perhaps 
not  altogether  and  exactly  in  the  way  he  has  described.  In 
those  early  days,  the  difference  between  a  man-of-war  and  a 
tjrading  vessel  was  simply  in  her  armament  and  number  of  men, 
and  it  was  open  to  any  merchant  to  equip  his  ship  so  as  to  se- 
cure her  against  wanton  attack.  This  oi  course  made  the  fit- 
ting out  a  ship  for  foreign  trade  a  much  more  costly  undertaking, 
and  in  this  sense  acted  as  a  drag  on  commercial  enterprise. 
But  the  laws  were  stringent  in  requiring  everyone  on  boards 
sailor  or  passenger,  to  hold  himself  teady  to  fight  on  occasion ; 
be  was  to  provide  himself  with  proper  arms,  or,  if  he  neglected 
to  do  so,  they  were  to  be  found  for  him  and  charged  against 
him.  So  manned  and  armed,  the  merchant  ship  was  able  to  de- 
fend herself,  or,  if  opportunity  offered,  to  do  a  little  piracy  on  her 
own  account.  In  this  manner  there  was  nothing  cowardly,  ig- 
nominious, and  disgraceful  in  this  free  cruising ;  and  it  only 
came  to  be  considered  so  in  later  years,  when  the  principle 
which  Adam  Smith  has  enunciated  as  *  Division  of  Labour ' 
was  recognised  in  the  maritime  world ;  when  it  was  understood 
that  a  ship  could  fight  better  if  she  was  not  encumbered  with 
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oargo^  or  with  the  fittings  which  cargo  required ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  that  she  could  better  carry  cargo  if  she  was  not 
also  equipped  for  war,  or  that  she  could  trade  more  profitably 
if  the  gain  was  not  swallowed  up  in  arming  and  maintainiDg  a 
numerous  crew.  Meantime  the  pirates  on  each  side  of  the 
Channel  waged  unceasing  war  on  each  other,  and  between  the 
two  the  trading  ships  had  a  hard  time;  but  though  they 
heavily  weighted  the  commerce  of  the  two  countries,  they  kept 
up  the  nautical  spirit  in  a  way  that  was  really  the  strength  and 
safety  of  the  kmgdom.  Our  chroniclers  naturally  enough 
dwell  more  on  the  misdeeds  of  the  French,  and  the  losses  which 
our  merchants  sustained ;  but  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  English- 
men  who  cr(^t  out  of  the  little  muddy  harbours  from  the 
Thames  to  the  Land's  End,  from  the  Cinque  Ports  in  the  east, 
from  Poole,  Dartmouth,  Looe  and  Fowey  in  the  west,  vresre 
the  terror  of  the  Channel,  and  with  the  strong  hand  main- 
tained England's  supremacy  in  the  narrow  sea. 

Not  that,  as  a  matter  of  strict  legality,  their  proceedings 
were  allowed.  Edict  after  edict  was  passed  against  those  who, 
by  plundering  foreign  merchant  ships,  rendered  them  shy  of 
coming  to  English  ports ;  who  attacked  and  killed  the  subjects 
of  foreign  prmces  at  peace  or  in  alliance  with  the  English 
king ;  who,  in  short,  waged  war  on  their  own  account ;  but  the 
offence  was  none  the  less  winked  at ;  and  partly  from  want  of 
powei^for  the  naval  might  of  the  country  was  in  the  hands  of 
these  so-called  pirates — partly  from  the  convenience  of  being 
able  to  harry  the  foreigner  without  the  expense  of  actual  war; 
partly  from  the  obvious  danger  of  quelling  the  great  safeguard 
of  the  country,  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  the  first  line  of  our 
national  defence,  they  continued  to  cruise  for  their  own  benefit, 
without  license  in  time  of  peace,  with  license  in  time  of  war ;  and 
in  all  times  ready  to  atone  for  their  irregularities  and  pecca- 
dilloes by  gallant  service  against  the  national  enemy,  under 
the  royal  flag. 

In  point  of  fiict,  then,  the  pirates  were  privateers,  and  were 
so  esteemed  by  their  countrymen ;  but  the  code  of  international 
law  was  then  in  its  infancy,  and  it  was  not  considered  unnatu- 
ral or  inhuman  to  hate  one's  enemy,  who,  accordingly,  was  not 
spared  if  he  happened  to  be  the  weaker.  That  the  rugged 
seamen  were  unable  to  appreciate  the  intricate  niceties  of  mp- 
lomacy,  or  to  understand  how  their  enemy  one  day  could  be 
their  friend  the  next,  was  indeed  lUie^,  and,  in  a  strict  sense, 
criminal ;  but  it  was  not  held  to  be  mshonouraUe.  The  con- 
fusion of  ideas  led  to  a  blunt  straightforwardness  of  action, 
which  in  no  degree  hurt  their  own  feeling  of  self-respect,  and 
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injured  them  but  little  in  the  opinion  of  others ;  and  if  occa- 
sionallj  they  made  a  mistake  and  plundered  a  fellow-country- 
man,  it  was  judged  leniently,  and  was  not  considered  to  nullify 
years  of  good  service  against  the  common  enemy. 

Even  so  late  as  16 14,  pi^racy,  as  such,  was  mercifully  dealt 
with.  We  have  the  account  written  by  Sir  William  Monson, 
who,  as  Admiral  in  the  Narrow  Seas,  was  in  that  year  in- 
structed to  clear  them  of  pirates — men  whose  courses  he  calls 
'  damnable.'  On  this  mission  he  sailed  round  Scotland,  visited 
the  Hebrides  whose  inhabitants  exceeded  in  ^brutishness  and  un- 
*'  civility '  the  savages  of  America,  and  went  on  to  the  west  coast 
of  Ireland,  where,  in  Broad  Haven,  he  broke  up  a  nest  of  rob- 
bers and  receivers.  But  though  instructed  to  execute  justice 
'  with  some  vigour,'  one  man  only  suffered  capital  punishment, 
and  he  '  had  tasted  twice  before  of  His  Majesty's  gracious  par- 

*  don.'  Wild,  jovial  ruffians  they  seem  to  have  been,  who  had 
made  themselves  very  popular  with  the  inhabitants,  and  took 
the  visit  of  the  king's  ship  and  death  of  their  leader  so  much 
to  heart,  that  they  wholly  abandoned  the  coast  of  Ireland. 
All  historical  evidence  tends  to  the  same  conclusion  that 
piracy,  though  forbidden  by  the  laws,  though  'hellish'  and 
'damnable '  in  theory,  was  so  in  practice  only  when  exercised 
by  fbreigners,  to  whom  indeed,  when  caught,  little  mercy  was 
shown. 

In  contradistinction  to  this,  offences  against  good  order  on 
board  ship  were,  from  the  earliest  times,  severely  punished. 
By  the  laws  of  Richard  I.,  a  murderer  was  to  be  bound  to 
the  dead  body  and  thrown  overboard ;  a  thief  was  to  have  his 
head  shaved,  tarred  and  feathered,  and  he  was  to  be  landed  at 
the  first  opportunity ;  blasphemy  and  brawling  was  forbidden 
under  very  heavy  penalties,  recognised  as  the  justice  of  the 
sea.     The  seaman,  says  Sir  William  Monson, '  is  willing  to 

*  give  or  receive  punishment  deservingly,  according  to  the  laws 
'  of  the  sea ; '  and  he  enumerates  amongst  the  punishments 
which  a  captain  may  inflict, '  putting  one  in  the  bilbows  during 
'  pleasure ;  keep  them  fasting ;  duck  them  at  the  yard- 
'  arm,  or  haul  them  from  yardarm  to  yardarm  under  the  ship's 
'  keel ;  or  make  them  fast  to  the  capstan  and  whip  them  there ; 

*  or  at  the  capstan  or  main-mast  hang  weights  about  their 

*  necks  till  their  beart  and  back  be  ready  to  break ;  or  to  gagg 
'  or  scrape  their  tongues  for  blasphemy  or  swearing.'  '  This,' he 
adds, '  will  tame  the  most  rude  and  savage  people  m  the  world,' 
whidi  seems  not  improbable  (Churchill's  Voyages,  &c.,  vol.  iii. 
p.  293\ 

In  tae  open  sea  this  severe  code  was  undoubtedly  enforced ; 
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but  the  legal  modifications  or  alteraatiTes  of  tbe 
for  many  offences  lead  us  to  bdteve  Aat,  in  eiyrly  times,  the 
extreme  penidlyirtts  nther  ocHmidered  as  held  in  terrorem. 
TkoB,  according  to  tlie  Laws  of  Oleron  as  accepted  in  the  Black 
Book,  a  mariner  smiting  the  mastoid  is  to  have  his  hand  struck 
off — with  the  alternative  of  a  fine  of  five  shillings  ;*  and  a  jury- 
man guilty  of  discovering  the  counsel  of  the  king  and  of  his 
fellow-jurymen,  shall  with  all  due  ceremony,  and  after  public 
proclamation  of  his  offence,  have  his  ^  throate  slit  and  his  tongue 

*  drawne  thereout  and  cutt  of  from  his  head,' — ^  if  he  doth  not 

*  pay  a  fine  or  ransome  for  the  same  according  to  the  discretion 

*  of  the  admirall  or  his  lieutenant '  (Black  Book,  vol.  i.  p.  45). 

In  fiEict,  nominal  severity  and  cruelty,  tempered  by  practical 
leniency  in  the  administration,  would  appear  to  have  been  the 
basis  of  criminal  jurisdiction  in  the  middle  ages.  But  there 
are  some  offences  which  do  not  admit  of  any  such  leniency; 
and  in  the  nautical  code,  such  are  all  offences  against  the  ship. 
A  breach  of  discipline,  however  flagrant,  is  an  injury  as  be- 
tween man  and  man,  and  may  possibly  be  arranged ;  an  offence 
against  the  ship,  endangering  the  loss  of  all  on  board,  of  the 
ship  herself  and  the  cargo,  is  a  more  serious  matter.  A  man 
who  steals  a  boat  or  anchor  is  to  be  hanged  on  conviction.  A 
man  who  is  accused  of  stealing  ^  a  buoy  rope  of  what  value 

*  soever,  which  is  tyed  to  an  anchor  in  the  water,'  is  to  be 
hanged — not,  if  convicted,   but — *  unless  he  be  thereof  ac- 

*  quitted  by  twelve  men.'  The  pilot,  who  through  negligence 
or  ignorance,  runs  the  ship  aground,  is  to  be  brought  to  the 
capstan  and  have  his  head  cut  off;  but  if  he  does  it  on  puiv 
pose  for  the  sake  of  wrecking,  he  is  to  be  hanged  on  a  very 
high  gibbet  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  place,  and 
'  tne  said  gibbet  ought  to  be  left  on  the  said  spot  in  perpetual 

*  memorie,  and  to  serve  as  a  landmark  to  other  vessels  that 

*  shall  come  there.' 

From  the  earliest  times  we  find  most  stringent  edicts  against 
wrecking:  the  laws  of  flotsom  and  jetsom  too,  descending 
directly  from  the  Rhodian  code,  were  very  clearly  defined; 
but  the  executive  would  seem  to  have  been  unable  to  enfi)rce 
them.  It  is  well  known  that  these  laws  were  habitually  set  at 
defiance,  and  that,  within  comparatively  recent  times,  on  many 
remote  parts  of  the  coast,  wrecks  were  systematically  plundered, 

♦  The  Black  Book   has  *  cinq  soulx.'     Many   of  the  MSS.  have 

*  cent  soulx,'  which  Sir  Travers  Twiss  thinks  is  the  correct  reading. 
It  does  not  seem  improbable  that  the  custom  of  the  English  Admiralty 
Ck>urt  had  purposely  mitigated  the  alternative  penalty. 
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whilst  those  who  escaped  from  the  sea  found  worse  enemies  on 
land. 

This  was  the  case  in  every  age  all  over  the  worlds  but  was 
never  periiaps  carried  to  sodi  an  extent  as  by  the  natives  of 
the  Malabar  coast,  who  maintained  that  not  only  wrecks,  but 
all  ships  which,  being  driven  by  stress  of  weather,  put  into 
-dieir  harbour  for  shelter,  were  sent  there  by  the  gods  for  their 
benefit,  and  seized  on  them  as  a  religious  duty.  Piracy  with 
these  people  was  a  national  institution ;  they  cruised  abroad  in 
large  fleets,  and,  after  plundering  merchant  ships,  dismissed 
them  with  the  hope  that  they  might  fall  in  with  them  on  a 
future  occasion.  In  the  Mediterranean  a  similar  state  of 
things  long  continued.  The  Algerines  and  other  natives  of 
the  north  coast  of  Africa  have  been  called  pirates  in  all  Euro- 
pean histories :  but  the  distinction  should  be  made ;  they  were 
certainly  not  pirates  in  the  modem  sense  of  the  word — no-nation 
scoundrelsjwho  rob  and  murder  indiscriminately ;  they  were  true 
to  each  other,  to  their  countrymen  and  fellow-subjects,  though 
they  carried  on  a  cruel  and  continued  war  against  the  Christians, 
vrho,  on  their  part,  were  well  able  to  defend  themselves,  or  to 
take  very  summary  vengeance.  It  has  never  been  the  fashion 
to  call  the  Knights  of  St  John  pirates ;  but  pirates  they  were, 
in  exactly  the  same  sense  that  the  Algerines  were ;  they  harried 
the  Turks,  as  the  Algerines  did  the  Franks,  and  latterly  for 
exactly  the  same  reason — their  private  advantage.    We  hear  a 

Seat  deal  of  the  Christian  slaves  barbarously  treated  by  the 
oors,  and  released  from  their  captivity  by  the  various  expe- 
ditions, French  or  English ;  but  few  who  have  visited  Malta, 
and  inquired  into  the  origin  of  the  massive  fortifications  and 
yawning  ditches,  can  have  avoided  the  reflection  that  the 
Turkish  slaves  did  not  lead  a  life  of  luxurious  indolence.* 

It  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted  that  the  Venetians  were  at  first, 
in  a  similar  manner,  a  mere  body  of  pirates  or  national  corsairs, 
as  indeed  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  and  creeks  of  the  Dal- 
matian coast  long  continued.  The  half-savage  remnants  of  a 
maritime  tribe,  driven  out  of  their  homes,  and  sheltering  on 
a  few  barren  islands,  fearing  and  hating  their  neighbours,  do 
not  immediately  settle  down  to  steady  commerce,  to  develop, 
after  centuries  of  peaceful  and  prospei*ous  trading,  the  piratical 
instincts  which  we  find  in  the  Venetians  of  the  nmth  and  tenth 

♦  See  Porter's  *  History  of  the  Knights  of  Malta,*  vol.  ii.  p.  274, 
where  it  appears  by  a  letter  from  Charles  II.  that  the  knights  systema- 
tically sold  their  slaves  to  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain,  for  service  in 
the  galleys. 
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centuries.  We  may  more  reasonably  conclude  that  these  out- 
breaks of  wild  adventure  were  rather  the  survival  of  some  of 
their  earlier  habits  not  yet  fully  tamed  down  by  wealth,  trade, 
and  settled  government  In  young  communities,  the  first  re- 
quisite for  success  is  energy ;  order,  regularity  and  law  have 
often  shaped  themselves  out  of  very  unpromising  b^innings ; 
and  it  is  not  a  little  singular  to  remark  duit  the  greatest  com- 
merdal  seaport  of  modem  days  first  rose  to  preeminence  by 
fitting  out  slavers  and  privateers.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  origin  of  the  wealth  and  commerce  of  the  ancient  Phce- 
nidans,  it  is  quite  certain  that  in  modem  times  the  only  ex- 
ception to  the  rule  of  naval  power  springing  out  of  habitual 
piracy  is  that  of  the  Grerman  Hansa,  or  as  it  has  been  more 
commonly  called  in  English,  The  Hanseatic  League.  This 
was,  in  its  origin  and  in  its  strength,  purely  commercial,  a 
union  for  mutual  defence  against  the  common  foe,  or  in  sup- 
port of  rights  and  privileges.  We  have  dwelt  hitherto  almost 
exclusively  on  points  which,  though  not  strictly  belonging  to  the 
subject  of  his  title,  Mr.  Lindsay  has  treated  at  great  length,  and 
with  much  misapplied  ingenuity ;  but  the  history  of  the  Hansa, 
a  power  which,  through  the  later  middle  ages,  was  supreme  in 
the  Baltic  and  the  Danish  sea,  and  which  was  nevertheless 
purely  commercial,  based  on  trade  both  by  sea  and  land,  is 
distinctly  within  the  limits  he  has  sketched  out  for  himself;  so 
that  we  may  be  permitted  to  express  our  surprise  at  the  all  but 
total  omission  of  even  the  name  of  this  celebrated  league. 

When  Northern  Europe  slowly  emerged  from  the. barbarism 
of  the  dark  ages,  we  find  several  of  the  Germanic  towns  occu- 
pying a  peculiar  position,  claiming  a  peculiar  acknowledgment, 
and  receiving  peculiar  privileges  as  trading  communities. 
The  interests  of  these  seem  to  have  been  closely  associated 
with  English  commerce,  and  as  early  as  the  twelfth  century, 
Henry  IL  gave  the  merchants  of  Colome,  of  Liibeck  and 
others,  letters  of  safe  conduct  and  protection,  of  permission  to 
trade  freely  in  England,  more  especially  to  sell  Rhine  wines 
in  competition  with  those  of  Bordeaux,  and  in  short  securing 
them  *  all  the  usages  and  liberties  which  the  merchants  of 
^  Germany  have  enjoyed  in  the  times  of  our  predecessors, 
^  kings  of  England.'  *  The  friendly  feeling  which  these  letters 
show  continued,  through  many  centuries,  to  exist  between  the 
English   Grovemment  and  the  Germanic  States,  undisturbed 

*  The  letters  are  given  at  length  by  Sartorius,  in  *  Urkmidliche 
'  Greachichte  des  Ursprunges  der  deutschen  Hanse,'  vol.  ii.  pp.  3,  4,  8. 
4to.    Hamburg,  1830. 
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by  political  jealousy  or  assumption,  though  probably  not  with- 
out occasional  clashings  of  commercial  interest  witn  the  mer- 
chants of  London,  and  certainly  not  without  occasional 
differences,  ns  to  maritime  rights,  with  English  corsairs.  It  is 
thus  that  the  German  League  has  little  part  in  English  state 
history,  whilst  in  the  Baltic  and  in  the  North  Sea  it  became  a 
formidable  naval  power. 

The  word  hansa  signified  originally  a  number  of  men  col- 
lectively, and  is  used  by  Ulfilas  as  the  Gothic  equivalent  of 
the  Latin  multitudo  and  cohors  (Luke  vi.  17;  John  xviii. 
3,  12).  In  later  times,  it  first  appears  in  England,  and  is  ap- 
plied by  King  John  to  the  guilds  of  the  citizens  of  York  and 
the  burghers  of  Dunwich,*  in  almost  exactly  the  sense  that 
was  long  attached  to  our  word  *  factory '  as  a  settlement  of 
merchants  in  India  and  China.  Curiously  enough,  however, 
the  word,  as  first  accepted  in  North  Germany  in  this  con- 
nexion, had  a  very  different  meaning.  In  the  year  1270,  a 
statute  of  Hamburg  fixed  definitely  what  each  merchant  trad- 
ing to  Flanders,  Utrecht  and  Osterkerken  had  to  pay  as 
Henscy  where  it  has  the  obvious  signification  of  toll  or  custom's- 
duty;  and  in  a  Liibeck  statute  of  1299,  the  payment  of  simi- 
lar Hense  is  ordained  (Sartorius,  vol.  i.  p.  10).  There  is 
no  distinct  record  of  how  these  statutes  extenaed  to  other 
states,  but  that  they  did  so  seems  established,  and  the  mer- 
chants subject  to  them  became  gradually  known  as  the  mer- 
chants of  the  German  Hansa,  a  name  which  thus  had  at  first 
no  territorial  significance,  and  referred  merely  to  some  com- 
mon agreement  relative  to  duties,  which  may  perhaps  be 
compared  to  the  Zollverein,  as  it  existed  till  within  the  last 
few  years.  In  course  of  time,  however,  it  was  applied  to  the 
towns  where  the  agreement  was  accepted ;  and  is  first  so  used 
in  a  public  document  dated  at  Liibeck  in  13.'58  (jenich  Stad 
van  der  dudeschen  hense ;  Sartorius,  vol.  ii.  p.  445),  after 
which  the  expression  Hanse-towns  (Hansestadte)  came 
rapidly  into  common- use. 

The  edict  just  mentioned  specially  names  as  present  whe» 
it  was  drawn  up,  the  representatives  of  Liibeck,  Goslar,  Ham- 
burg, Rostock,  Stralsund,  Wismar  and  Brunswick,  whilst  other 
towns,  not  named,  had  assented  in  writing  to  the  decision  of 
the  meeting.  This  decision  was  no  less  than  commercially 
excommunicating  Flanders ;  ^  on  account  of  injustice  and  im- 


•  < 


Eboracum,  or  the  History  and  Antiquities  of  York,'  by  Francis 
Drake,  p.  203,  folio,  1736 ;  *  Historical  IVeatise  of  Cities  and  Burghs 
*  or  Boroughs,'  by  Robert  Brady.    App.  p.  10.     1690. 
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*  jury  done  to  Allemannic  merchants  of  the  German  Hansa, 

*  it  is  resolved  that  trade  with  Flanders  is  stopped.'  This  is 
repeated  in  great  detail,  and  the  prohibition  enforced  by 
penalties  of  banishment  and  outlawry.  Clearly  then  the 
Hansa  had  already  become  a  power  in  the  State.  A  few 
years  later,  in  1367,  another  assembly  held  at  Cologne,  con- 
sisting of  representatives  from  Liibeck,  Rostock,  Stralsund, 
Wismar,  Amsterdam,  and  several  others  whose  names  are  now 
of  little  importance,  formally  declared  war  against  the  King 
of  Denmark  and  Norway  (Sartorias,  vol.  ii.  p.  606).  This 
decree,  which,  like  the  other,  is  most  carefully  detailed,  and 
gives  a  favourable  idea  of  the  clear  and  businesslike  turn  of 
mind  of  those  who  drew  it  out,  was  afterwards  forwarded  to 
the  other  towns  which  had  not  sent  deputies, — amongst  many 
others,  to  Brunswick,  Hamburg,  Kiel,  Stettin,  Riga  and 
Reval;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  inland  towns  took  any 
part  in  the  war,  either  by  furnishing  troops  or  money. 

The  result  of  the  war  was  entirely  in  favour  of  the  Hansa. 
Their  fleet  scoured  the  Baltic;  they  took  Copenhagen  and 
Elsinore ;  they  landed  on  the  coast  of  Norway  and  devastated 
the  country  with  fire  and  sword;  within  three  years  peace  was 
concluded,  the  terms  being  dictated  by  the  Hansa  as  con- 
querors ;  the  navigation  through  the  Sound  was  declared  free, 
and  the  King  of  Denmark  had  to  swear  recognition  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  German  merchants. 

It  is  very  evident  that  a  league  of  tliis  nature  between  the 
whole  commercial  interest  of  Northern  Germany,  engrossing 
to  itself  all  the  moneyed  wealth  of  the  country,  maintaining 
armed  garrisons,  and  fitting  out  armed  ships,  must  have  at- 
tained enormous  political  influence;  and  it  is  the  only  instance 
in  modern  times  of  such  a  power  originating  in  and  supported 
by  commerce,  and  by  commerce  alone.  But  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  this  commerce  consisted  in  the  overland  trafiic  of 
Indian  and  Oriental  goods  through  Germany  to  the  Northern 
ports,  from  which  England,  Western  France,  Russia,  and 
Sweden  were  supplied.  It  was  this  that  gave  such  towns  as 
Cologne  or  Augsburg  their  mediaeval  wealth  and  celebrity, 
and  that  set  up  such  houses  as  the  Fuggers  or  the  Welsers  as 
the  equals  of  princes.  With  the  cessation  of  this  Indian  trade 
their  prosperity  waned,  and  at  the  present  day  they  are  the 
mere  relics  of  a  past  greatness. 

It  is  interesting,  therefore,  in  comparing  the  past  with  the 
present,  to  examine  into  the  points  of  resemblance  or  of 
diflerence  between  these  former  seats  of  life,  activity,  wealth, 
trade,  and  power,  with  the  grass  now  growing  in  their  streets. 
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and  their  splendid  palaces  turned  into  hotels  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  a  passing  archseologist^  and  our  own  country,  whose 
maritime  commerce  is  equal  to  that  of  all  the  rest  of  the  world, 
and  whose  greatness  is,  according  to  modem  ideas,  dependent 
on  the  continuance  of  that  commerce,  and  of  the  manufactures 
which  it  encourages.  That  the  extreme  wealth  and  luxury 
which  these  support  would  perish  with  them,  may  be  con- 
sidered certain ;  but  England  was  a  free  and  powerful  state 
long  before  that  commerce  attained  its  present  development ; 
and  her  naval  strength  is  founded,  not  on  the  cold  calculations 
of  commercial  prudence,  but  on  the  enterprise,  the  vigour,  and 
the  steadfastness  of  her  sons. 


Akt.  VI. — Fifty  Years  of  my  Life.     By  George  Thomas, 
Earl  of  Albemarle.     2  vols.  8vo.     1876. 

T^o  describe  in  one  word  the  literature  of  the  day  we  may  call 
-^  it  eminently  biographical.  We  are  not  able  to  boast  of 
many  writers  of  original  and  commanding  genius.  But  every- 
body who  has  done  anything  in  this  world  is  sure  to  have  his 
life  written ;  and  everybody  who  has  anything  to  recollect 
writes  down  his  own  recollections.  The  public  are  interested 
and  amused  by  these  revelations,  which  sometimes  revive  old 
impressions  and  sometimes  explain  circumstances  which  had 
been  imperfectly  understood ;  and  when  the  history  of  the 
age  we  live  in  comes  to  be  written,  it  will  be  the  duty  and 
the  task  of  some  future  Macaulay  to  weave  out  of  these  per- 
sonal traditions  a  connected  representation  of  English  Society. 
They  may  be  as  useful  to  him  as  Plutarch's  Lives  are  to  the 
student  of  antiquity.  The  late  Lord  Clarendon  used  to  say 
that  all  history  was  to  be  found  in  the  *  Universal  Biography ' ; 
and  so  in  truth  it  is,  though  broken  up  into  endless  personal 
divisions. 

If  we  are  asked  why  we  select  from  the  mass  of  biographical 
literature — the  lives  of  statesmen,  soldiers,  prelates,  artists, 
judges,  and  men  of  letters — ^which  loads  the  bench  of  critical 
justice,  these  volumes  of  Lord  Albemarle's  in  preference  to 
many  other  works  of  greater  pith  and  pretension,  our  answer  is 
a  ready  and  conclusive  one.  This  book  is  one  of  the  most 
amusing  of  its  class ;  it  is  written  in  a  cheerful  good-humoured 
spirit ;  it  contains  a  good  many  capital  anecdotes  ;  and  it  will 
preserve  the  traditions  of  one  of  the  best  old  Whig  families  in 
England. 

A  young  Keppel,  as  everyone  knows,  came  over  to  this 
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country  with  William  of  Orange  in  1688  ;  but  for  six  or  scren 
hundred  years  a  Keppel  *  of  mat  ilk '  had  occupied  the  wdl- 
wooded  islet  on  the  river  Issel  in  Guelderland>  which  is  tk 
Hoofdslot  of  the  race,  and  the  family  had  played  a  considerable 
part  in  the  Low  Countries  ever  since  the  crusades.  Arnold 
Joost  van  Keppel  was  thirteenth  in  descent  from  the  founder 
of  the  house.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  had  already  succeeded 
his  father  Oswald  in  the  lordship  of  Voorst,  and  he  was  also  • 
page  of  honour  to  the  Stadtholder  of  the  United  Provinces. 
In  this  capacity,  being  then  sixteen,  he  accompanied  his  illoF 
trious  countryman  and  master  to  England — the  youngest, 
liveliest,  and  handsomest  of  the  Dutchmen  who  landed  with 
William  at  Torbay  on  November  5,  1688.  His  career  is  thas 
described  by  his  descendant  and  living  representative : — 

*  On  the  accession  of  William  to  the  throne  he  employed  Keppel 
chiefly  as  an  amanuensis ;  but  his  charming  disposition,  added  to  his 
good  looks  and  winning  manners,  so  won  the  affections  of  his  roTtl 
master  that  he  soon  became  the  dispenser  of  his  patronage,  the  de- 
positary of  his  secrets,  and  his  inseparable  companion  in  peace  or  war. 
When  he  came  of  age,  in  1695,  he  was  raised  to  the  peerage  b^  the 
titles  of  Baron  Ashford,  Viscount  Bury  of  St.  Edmund^s,  and  Earl  of 
Albemarle.  Three  years  later  the  King  made  him  a  grant  of  100,000 
acres  of  confiscated  property  in  Ireland,  which  grant,  however,  the 
Commons  of  England  very  properly  refused  to  ratify.  The  following 
year  His  Majesty  sent  some  of  the  first  English  artificers  to  Holland 
to  beautify  the  house  and  grounds  of  his  country  seat.  A  few  yean 
ago  1  paid  a  visit  to  the  Voorst,  but  it  was  sadly  shorn  of  its  beams. 
I  looked  in  vain  for  the  "avenues,  terrace  walks,  fountains,  cascades, 
canals,"  Ac,  of  which  I  had  read  the  description.  The  former  pleasure 
grounds  were  wholly  occupied  by  a  field  of  rye.  The  offices  had  dis- 
appeared, the  house  even  was  stripped  of  its  wings,  and  the  Albemarie 
arms  on  the  pediment  of  the  body  of  the  building  furnished  the  only 
memento  of  its  former  possessor.^ 

William  III.  may  be  said  to  have  died  in  the  arms  of  bis 
favourite,  and  to  him  he  gave,  in  his  last  moments,  the  keys 
of  his  chest  and  private  drawers. 

After  the  death  of  his  patron,  the  first  Lord  Albemarle 
returned  to  Holland,  and  was  appointed  a  lientenant-general 
of  the  Dutch  forces.  It  was  in  this  command  that  he  actively 
co-operated  with  Marlborough  in  the  glorious  campaigns  of 
1705  and  1706.  He  died,  however,  in  1718  at  the  early  age 
of  forty-six. 

The  second  and  the  third  Earls  of  Albemarle  were  not  un- 
distinguished in  their  military  career,  but  their  good  fortune 
was  not  equal  to  their  valour.  Villars  carried  the  lines  of 
Denain  at  the  head  of  very  superior  forces  in  1712,  in  spite  of 
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the  first  Lord  Albemarle's  vigorous  resistance.  At  Fontenoy, 
in  1745 9  the  second  Lord  Albemarle  (William  Anne)  com- 
Hianded  the  celebrated  attack  on  the  centre  of  the  French  line. 
The  division  consisted  of  the  Brigade  of  Guards  and  seven  other 
infantry  regiments.  Lord  Albemarle  posted  himself  with  the 
colours  of  the  Third  Guards.  Being  in  this  forward  position 
his  descendant,  the  present  Ilarl,  argues  that  he  must  have 
been  the  identical  officer  to  whom  the  well-known  moty  *  iHfe*- 

*  sieurs  les  Gardes  Franqaises^  tirez  Us  premiersy  should  be 
attributed,  if  indeed  any  such' speech  was  made  at  all,  because 
he  thinks  that  no  officer  of  inferior  rank  would  have  ventured 
to  enter  upon  such  a  dialogue  in  the  immediate  presence  of 
the  French  and  English  generals  of  division.  The  received 
version  of  thLs  anecdote  is  that  Lord  Charles  Hay  was  the 
British  officer  who  gave  the  challenge,  and  M.  d'Auteroches 
^e  French  officer  who  made  the  gallant  reply.  Even  the 
scepticism  of  M.  Fournier,  who  has  destroyed  so  many  historical 
repartees,  accepts  the  story,  and  M.  Alexis  de  Valon  has 
written  an  article  on  the  subject  Lord  Albemarle  is,  as  far 
-as  we  know,  the  first  writer  who  attributes  the  speech  to  his 
own  ancestor,  and  the  reply  to  the  Due  de  Biron.  General  Sir 
Frederic  Hamilton  in  his  excellent  history  of  the  Grenadier 
Guards  omits  the  speech  altogether,  but  he  says  that  when  the 
•opposing  French  and  Englisn  battalions  reached  the  crest  of 
the  ridge  they  suddenly  found  themselves  within  fifty  paces 
of  each  other.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lord  Charles  Hay,  captain 
of  the  King's  Company  of  the  First  Guards,  stepping  forward, 
Tecognised  his  opponents  in  an  instant,  and  taking  out  his  flask 
«drank  to  them,  saluting  them  at  the  same  time  with  his  hat, 
tind  added  some  bantering  expressions.  The  British  cheered, 
•upon  which  the  officers  of  the  French  Guards  hurried  to  the 
front,  with  the  Duke  de  Biron  at  their  head,  to  return  the 
salute  of  the  British  Guardsmen,  and  M.  d'Auteroches,  captain 
of  the  grenadier  company,  called  for  a  counter  cheer.     *  The 

*  French  Guards  then  fired"*  (says  Hamilton),  when  Hay  was 
wounded:  the  British  Guards  replied  with  a  deadly  volley. 
Lord  Albemarle  was  certainly  on  the  spot,  for  he  says  in  a 
letter  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  that  he  and  the  officer  com- 
mandingthe  brigade  of  Foot  Guards  under  himself '  were  close 
'  afoot  together  fill  the  time  of  his  death,'  and  that  of  'five 
'  officers  belonging  to  one  platoon  only  Ensign  Prideaux  and 
'  himself  escaped.'  But  we  are  not  aware  that  Lord  Albemarle 
was  at  that  time  a  guardsman  at  all,  though  he  was  shortly 
tfWwards  appointed  to  the  colonelcy  of  the  Coldstream 
Guards ;  and,  if  the  alleged  dialogue  took  place,  it  seems  to  us 
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mucli  more  likely  to  have  been  held  by  the  regimental  officen 
on  each  side  than  by  the  generals.  Our  biographer,  however, 
doubts  the  whole  story,  and  thinks  that  it  originated  in  the 
practice  of  the  French  army  to  reserve  their  fire.     He  says : — 

'  Although  I  hold  the  story  to  be  a  myth,  I  am  inclined  to  beliere 
that  it  arose  from  the  practice  then  prevalent  in  the  French  army  of 
receiving  the  enemy's  fire  before  they  fired  themselves.  I  havealr^idy 
shown  that  the  Dnc  de  Noailles  gave  such  an  order  to  the  in&ntry  at 
Dettingen,  and  I  find  that  later  in  the  day,  at  Fontenoy,  the  Franco- 
Irish  Brigade  *'  marched  up  to  the  BHtish  line  without  firing. ^^  Hence 
I  ini&t  that  the  Due  de  Biron,  in  conformity  with  military  precedent, 
gave  like  instructions  to  his  men — not,  however,  with  either  the  know- 
ledge or  approval  of  the  Commander-in-Cbie^  Marshal  de  Saxe,  who, 
in  his  memoirs,  has  entered  a  strong  protest  against  the  then  prevailing 
custom.* 

However  this  may  be,  the  first  discharge  of  the  artillery 
and  small  arms  of  the  British  line  at  Fontenoy,  killed  18 
officers,  and  placed  hors  de  combat  600  of  the  French  Guards. 
But  in  spite  of  this  spirited  commencement,  the  skill  of  Marshal 
Saxe  won  the  day,  the  Dutch  troops  having  left  their  allies  to 
sustain  the  brunt  of  the  battle  alone.  In  this  celebrated  aetioik 
the  42nd  Highlanders  and  the  23rd  Boyal  Welsh  Fusiliers  dis- 
played conspicuous  valour;  *  seventy  years  after  Fontenoy,* 
says  our  gallant  author,  ^  I  had  the  honour  of  being  brigaded 
*  with  the  same  regiments  on  the  slopes  of  Waterloo.' 

Laffeldt,  in  1747,  must  be  reckoned  as  another  check.  J3at 
in  the  meantime  Lord  Albemarle  had  shared  in  the  victory  of 
Culloden,  where  he  commanded  the  front  line  of  infantry ;  and  a 
silver  punch-bowl  found  in  Prince  Charles'  tent  after  the  battle 
was  given  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  to  Lord  Bury,  and  ia 
still  an  heirloom  in  the  Keppel  family. 

The  crowning  military  exploit  of  the  Keppel  family  was 
undoubtedly  the  siege  of  the  More  and  the*  capture  of  Havana 
in  1762.     Lord  Albemarle  commanded  the  expedition;  Major 
General  George  Keppel  took  an  active  and  successful  part  in 
the  military  operations ;  and  Commodore  Keppel  (acting  under 
Sir  George  Pooocke)  distinguished  himself  not  less  in  the  fleet. 
To  convey  an  army  of  10,000  men  to  the  West  Indies  in  150 
transports,  to  land  them  in  the  island  of  Cuba  at  midsumm^r^ 
to  commence  the  siege  of  a  fortress  of  great  strength,  gallantly 
defended,  in  the  tropics,  and  to  carry  the  place  by  assault  after 
working  by  sap  and  mine  for  forty-four  oays,  was  an  achieve- 
ment not  unworthy  to  be  compared  with  the  siege  of  Sebastopol 
itself,  if  the  relative  condition  of  our  forces  and  resources  be 
taken  into  account ;  and  it  shows  what  could  be  don^  and  was 
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done,  by  the  navy  and  the  troops  of  Great  Britain  114  years 
ago,  when  our  strength  was  not  one-tenth  of  what  it  is  at  present. 
It  is  true  that  Chauiam  had  planned  the  expedition  and  Albe- 
marle conducted  it  to  a  triumphant  result,  though  Lord  Bute 
-was  not  very  grateful  for  it. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  to  the 
victorious  general  deserves  to  be  quoted,  though  the  royal  style 
and  modes  of  spelling  are  rather  eccentric. 

*  H,R,H.  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  to  George^  Lord  Albemarle. 

•"Windsor  Great  Lodge,  Oct'  y  2«,  1762. 

*  Mt  Dear  ALBEMARjiE, — ^You  have  made  me  the  happiest  of  men 
existing,  nay,  you  have  almost  repaid  me  for  the  severe  anxieties  I  have 
gone  through  for  this  lost  tliree  months,  beside  the  disagreeable  and 
tedious  time  your  absence  gave  without  reflection  of  what  you  was  to 
go  through ;  upon  the  whole  no  joy  equall  mine,  and  I  strut  and  plume 
myself  as  if  it  was  I  that  had  take;i  the  Havannah.  In  short,  you 
have  done  your  king  and  country  the  most  materiall  service  that  any 
miUitary  man  has  ever  done  since  we  were  a  country,  and  you  have 
shewn  yourself  an  excellent  officer ;  all  this  I  knew  was  in  you,  but 
now  the  whole  world  see  it  and  own  it. 

'  Millitarily  speaking,  I  take  your  siege  to  have  been  the  most  diffi- 
cult that  has  been  since  the  invention  of  artillery.  Sixty-eight  days  in 
that  climate  is  alone  prodigious ;  without  my  partiallity  to  you,  'tis  a 
great  action  in  itself,  setting  aside  the  imense  service  you  have  done 
your  country,  I  am  so  wrap'd  up  still  in  yoiu:  share  of  honour  and 
glory,  that  1  don't  yet  quite  feall  that  pleasure  I  have  to  come  to  aA 
an  Inglishman  and  an  old  soldier.  Pray  n\ake  my  most  sincere  com- 
pliments to  both  the  brothers;  I  hope  before  you  receive  this  they 
-will  be  both  recovered.  The  storm  of  the  Moro  does  William's  heart 
and  hedd  great  honor/  , 

But  we  must  hasten  to  pass  from  these  family  recollections, 
which  the  writer  relates  in  a  very  agreeable  and  unpretending 
manner,  to  the  more  immediate  subject  of  these  volumes. 

George  Thomas  Keppel,  the  present  Lord  Albemarle,  tells 
us  that  he  was  bom  in  June  1799,  in  the  parish  of  Marylebone. 
His  childhood  was  spent  at  Elden  Hall,  Suffolk,  a  country  house 
near  Euston,  where  as  a  boy  he  remembers  to  have  seen  the 
*  Junius '  Duke  of  Grafton — an  old  friend  of  the  Keppels,  for 
about  1 30  years  ago  this  same  Duke  was  a  guest  of  William 
Anne,  Lord  Albemarle,  then  Ambassador  in  Paris. 

'  It  was  ivhile  fishing  sometimes  for  roach  and  dace  in  the  stream 
that  runs  through  the  Park,  that  I  used  to  see  an  elderly  gentleman 
pass  by  mounted  on  a  thoroughbred  horse,  which  he  bestrode  with 
much  grace  and  dignity.  He  was  of  low  stature  and  spare  figure,  had 
lank  silver  hair,  a  long  nose,  high  cheek-bones  and  a  st^n  expression 
of  conntenance,which  n  picture  of  him  at  Euston  forcibly  recalls  to  me. 
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He  was  usually  habited  in  a  peach-coloured,  cingle -breasted  coat  ex- 
tending below  the  knee,  leather  breeches,  and  long  topless  boots,  then 
worn  by  bishops  and  butchers.  On  his  head  was  a  small  gold-laced 
three-cornered  hat — this  whole  style  of  dress  he  might  almost  have 
worn  when  he  was  Lord  of  the  Bedchamber  to  George  the  Third'a 
father,  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales.' 

In  this  same  period  of  his  life  Lord  Albemarle  places  his  couaiiiy 
Sir  Robert  Adair^  well  remembered  even  by  the  present  gener- 
ation, for  he  died  in  1854  at  past  ninety. 

^  Like  most  of  his  mother*s  male  relations,  he  was  sent  to  West- 
minster School ;  and  with  a  view  to  his  future  profession  of  diplomatist, 
finished  his  education  at  the  University  of  Gottingen.  On  his  retmm 
to  England  he  became  a  constant  guest  of  his  uncle.  Lord  Keppel,  and 
was  staying  at  Elden  when  the  Whigs  came  in  for  their  short  tenure 
of  office  in  1782.  In  the  autumn  of  that  same  vear,  he  went  over  to 
Euston  to  shoot  pheasants  in  Fakenham  wood.  He  there  first  became 
acquainted  with  his  celebrated  cousin,  Charles  James  Fox.  That  most 
good-natured  of  men,  seeing  a  shy  youth,  whom  nobody  knew  or 
noticed,  did  all  in  his  power  to  set  him  at  his  ease.  ''  Well,  young  'on,** 
said  Fox,  "  where  do  you  spring  from  ?"  "  From  Gottingen,"  was  the 
reply.  "  Not  much  shooting  there,  J  Suppose  ?"  "  Oh  yes,  we  used 
to  ^oot  foxes.*^  '*  Hush  I  **  said  Fox,  "  never  pronounce  that  word 
again,  at  least  in  this  house,  for  if  the  Duke  were  to  hear  that  you  had 
kiHed  one  of  my  namesakes,  he  would  swear  it  belonged  to  Fiucenham 
^ood." ' 

Adair  was  the  type  of  a  Whig  of  the  old  school :  but  in  spite  of 
his  Whiggism  and  of  thje  U-niversity  of  Gottingen,  Canning 
could  find  no  better  man  to  send  to  Turkey  in  1808  ;  and  after 
the  Belgian  Revolution  of  1830,  this  same  ambassador  was  sent 
by  Lord  Palmerston  to  prevent  a  collision  between  the  Dutch 
and  Belgian  forces ;  he  joined  Eling  Leopold,  and  at  last  made 
bis  way  to  the  Dutch  camp,  flourishing  nis  handkerchief  for  a 
flag  of  truce  on  the  end  of  a  soldier's  ramrod.  He  was  shot 
at,  as  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Coke,  ^  like  a  Holkham  rabbit,'  but  he 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a  truce  of  forty-eight  hours.  Lord 
Albemarle  thinks  that  this  last  stroke  of  diplomacy  saved 
Europe  from  a  general  war.  But  his  political  account  of  the 
-transaction  miffht  be  controverted.  The  Prince  of  Orange  cer- 
tainly did  not  besiege  King  Leopold  at  Lidge,  for  the  Belgians 
were  routed  at  Louvaiu,  and  Belgium  was  saved  by  Marshal 
Gerard's  army.  Baron  Stockmar  relates  that  but  for  Adair's 
timely  arrival.  King  Leopold  and  his  remaining  troops  must 
have  surrendered  to  the  Dutch. 

A  greater  man  than  Robert  Adair  yet  lives  in  Lord  Albe- 
marle s  recollections.  It  must  have  been  in  the  summer  of 
1806j  when  he  was  about  seven  years  old,  that  his  father  took 
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him  to  St.  Anne's  Hill  to  see  Mr.  Fox.  The  account  of  this 
memorable  visit  occurs  in  Lord  Albemarle's  *  Memoirs  of 
'  Lord  Rockingham/  and  we  have  quoted  it  before,  in  re- 
viewing thnt  work,^  but  it  will  bear  repetition. 

'  It  was  at  the  time  of  our  visit  that  the  symptoms  of  dropsy,  the 
disease  of  which  Fox  died  a  few  months  later,  b^an  to  show  them- 
selves. His  l^s  were  so  swollen  that  he  could  not  walk ;  he  used  to 
wheel  himself  about  in  what  was  called  a  "  Merlin  chair ;  "  indeed  out 
of  this  chair  I  never  remember  to  have  seen  him.  In  many  respects 
his  personal  appearance  at  this  time,  differed  but  little  from  that 
assigned  to  him  in  the  many  prints  and  pictures  still  extant  of  him. 
There  were  still  the  well-formed  nose  and  mouth,  and  the  same 
manly,  open,  benevolent  countenance.  But  his  face  had  lost  that 
swarUiy  appearance,  which  in  the  caricatures  of  the  day  had  obtained 
for  him  the  name  of  '*  Nigger :  "  it  was  very  pale.  His  eyes,  though 
watery,  twinkled  with  fun  and  good'  humour.  The  ''uiick  black 
'^  beard  of  true  British  stuff**  had  become  like  that  of  Hamlet*s  father, 
''a  sable  silvered.**  He  wore  a  single-breasted  coat  of  a  light  grey 
colour,  with  plated  buttons  as  large  as  half-crowns;  a  thick  linsey- 
woolsey  waistcoat,  sage-coloured  breeches,  dark  worsted  stockings,  and 
gouty  shoes  coming  over  the  ankles. 

'  Fox  was  not  visible  of  a  morning.  He  either  transacted  the  busi- 
ness of  his  office,  or  was  occupied  in  it,  or  reading  Greek  plays,  or 
French  &iry  tales,  of  which  last  species  of  literature  I  have  heard  my 
&ther  say  he  WM  particularly  fond. 

'  At  one  o*clock  was  the  children*s  dmner.  We  used  to  assemble  in 
the  dining-room  ;  Fox  was  wheeled  in  at  the  same  moment  for  his 
daily  basin  of  soup.  That  meal  despatched,  he  was  for  the  rest  of  the 
day  the  exclusive  property  of  us  children,  and  we  all  adjourned  to  the 
garden  for  our  game  at  trap-ball.  All  was  now  noise  and  merriment. 
Our  host,  the  youngest  amongst  us,  laughed,  chaffed,  and  chatted  the 
whole  time.  As  he  could  not  walk,  he  of  course  had  the  innings,  we 
the  bowling  and  fagging  out;  with  what  glee  would  he  send  the  ball 
into  the  bushes  in  order  to  add  to  his  score,  and  how  shamelessly  would 
he  wrangle  with  us  whenever  we  fairly  bowled  him  out  I ' 

It  is  certainly  a  very  uncommon  distinction  for  a  nobleman, 
whom  we  still  have  the  pleasure  to  see  in  the  House  of  Lords 
and  in  Hyde  Park,  not  only  to  have  fought  under  Wellington 
at  Waterloo,  but  to  have  played  trap-ball  with  Mr.  Fox. 
Lord  Russell  and  Sir  Augustus  Clifford  appear  to  be  the 
only  other  persons,  now  living,  who  personally  knew  Mr.  Fox. 
Lord  Eversley  is  reported  to  have  heard  Fox  speak  in  the 
House  of  Commons :  but  the  future  Speaker  merely  cried  out, 
*  What  is  that  fat  seutleman  in  such  a  passion  about? ' 

Westminster  School  was  seventy  years  ago  the  great  seed- 
I^ot  of  Whig  statesmen,  and  to  Westminster  George  Thomas 

♦  Edln.  Rev.  vol,  xcvi.  p.  187. 
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Keppel  was  in  due  time  sent.  He  might  pass  for  the  Tom 
Brown  of  other  days,  and  very  different  those  days  were  from 
our  own.  A  great  deal  of  flogging,  a  great  desd  of  fagging, 
not  much  to  eat  and  not  much  to  do,  made  up  the  school  life 
of  sixty  years  ago — a  rou^h  harsh  life,  to  which  a  man  looks 
back  with  pleasure,  not  because  he  enjoyed  it,  but  because 
somehow  or  other  he  lived  through  it. 

George  Thomas,  however,  had  a  solatium  in  the  shape  of  hk 
two  grandmothers.  The  Dowager  Lady  Albemarle  was  astern 
but  not  ungenerous  woman : — 

'  My  other  grandmother,  the  Dowager  Lady  de  Clifford,  was  the  very 
opposite  of  her  in  Berkeley  Square.  If  the  one  was  too  bard  upon 
my  faults,  the  other  erred  in  the  opposite  extreme.  She  was  ever  r^j 
to  help  me  out  of  my  scrapes,  aod  up  to  the  time  of  her  death,  would 
fight  my  battles  against  all  comers.  She  had  passed  much  of  her  time 
abroad,  and  been  acquainted  with  many  of  the  notabilities  of  the  Court 
of  Louis  the  Sixteenth.  Until  age  had  impaired  her  faculties,  she  was 
full  of  anecdote,  and  a  very  agreeable  companion.  Moore,  the  poet, 
whom  I  introduced  to  her,  has  made  honourable  mention  of  her  in  his 
journal.  She  was  a  woman  of  great  personal  courage.  When  she  was 
travelling  with  her  dying  husband  through  France  by  easy  stages  oo 
her  way  to  England,  she  stopped  at  a  small  roadside  inn.  Hearing 
a  noise  at  midnight,  she  opened  her  door  and  saw  a  man  stealing  into 
her  husband's  bedroom.  She  seized  him  by  the  collar,  threw  him 
downstairs,  ordered  horses  immediately,  and  proceeded  on  her  journey. 

*  Not  long  before  her  death — she  was  then  eighty-four — some  robbers 
climbed  over  the  garden  wall  which  lines  the  north  side  of  Hill  Street, 
where  it  abuts  on  South  Audley  Street.  They  had  nearly  succeeded  in 
gaining  an  entrance  into  the  house,  when  the  old  lady  threw  open  her 
window,  discharged  one  of  the  pistols  which  she  always  kept  loaded, 
and  lustily  cried  "  Thieves."  The  rogues  made  off",  no  doubt  resolving 
that  when  next  they  attacked  a  lone  elderly  woman,  it  should  be  one 
less  ready  to  show  fight.' 

In  1805  this  Lady  was  appointed  by  the  King  to  take  charge 
of  the  Princess  Charlotte — a  task  of  no  small  difficulty,  when 
the  father,  the  mother,  and  the  royal  grandfather  of  her  pupil 
were  all  on  terms  of  the  fiercest  hostility.  These  volumes  supply 
some  additional  indications  of  the  selfishness^  malignity,  and 
vulgar  passion  which  actuated  every  member  of  this  illustrious 
family ;  but  we  prefer  to  pass  to  the  sketch  of  the  young 
Princess  herself,  with  whom  Lady  de  Clifford's  grandson  was 
naturally  brought  into  a  childish  intimacy.  He  was  then  about 
nine  years  old. 

'  In  1808  I  first  made  the  acquaintance  of  Princess  Charlotte.  It 
was  on  a  Saturday,  a  Westminster  half -holiday.  From  this  time  forth 
for  the  next  three  years  many  of  my  Saturdays  and  Sundays  were 
passed  in  her  company.     She  had  just  completed  her  twelfth  yetr* 
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Her  complexion  was  rather  pale.  She  had  blue  eyes,  and  that  peculiarly 
blonde  hair  which  was  characteristic  rather  of  her  German  than  of  her 
English  descent.  Her  features  were  regular,  her  face,  which  was  oval, 
had  not  that  fulness  which  later  took  off  somewhat  from  her  good 
looks.  Her  form  was  slender  but  of  great  s)'mmetry ;  her  hands  and 
feet  were  beautifully  shaped.  When  excited,  she  stuttered  painfully. 
Her  manners  were  free  from  the  slightest  affectation ;  they  rather 
€rred  in  the  opposite  extreme.  She  was  an  excellent  actress  whenever 
there  was  anything  to  call  forth  her  imitative  power.  One  of  her 
Ancles  was  to  ape  the  manners  of  a  man.  On  these  occasions  she 
would  double  her  fists,  and  assume  an  attitude  of  defence  that  would 
have  done  credit  to  a  professed  pugilist.^  What  I  disliked  in  her, 
when  in  this  mood,  was  her  fondness  for  exercising  her  hands  upon 
me  in  their  clenched  form.  She  was  excessively  violent  in  her  dis- 
position, but  easily  appeased,  very  warm-hearted,  and  never  so  happy 
as  when  doing  a  kindness.  Unlike  her  grandmothers,  the  Duchess  of 
Brunswick  and  the  Queen  of  England,  she  was  generous  to  excess. 
There  was  scarcely  a  member  of  my  family  upon  whom  she  did  not 
bestow  gifts.  From  Princess  Charlotte  I  received  my  first  watch; 
from  her,  too,  my  first  pony,  an  ugly  but  thoroughly  good  little  animal, 
which,  from  its  habit  of  "  forging  "  in  the  trot,  I  named  "  Humphrey 
**  Canker."  Poor  old  Humphrey  I  He  did  good  service  to  the  younger 
members  of  the  family  after  I  had  reached  man's  estate.  In  speaking 
of  the  openhandedness  of  the  Princess,  I  must  not  omit  to  mention 
sundr}'  **  tips,"  which  I  hardly  think  I  should  have  accepted  had  I 
understood  how  near— our  relative  stations  considered — her  poverty 
was  akin  to  my  own.' 

*  Thae  waur  daft  days,'  as  old  Ochiltree  says,  and  now  and 
then  the  boy  and  girl  broke  out  into  high  jinks,  which  remind 
us  of  a  scene  in  Paul  de  Kock.  Lord  Albemarle  (the  father) 
lived  at  that  time  at  Earl's  Court,  Brompton,  which  is  thus 
described:  — 

*  Our  house,  with  the  grounds  attached,  would  comprise,  I  suppose, 
about  two  acres.  A  small  gate  leads  out  of  the  garden  into  the  road ; 
next  come  two  large  entrance  gates,  which  open  upon  a  court,  forming 
a  carriage  drive  to  the  house.  Further  on  are  gates  leading  to  the 
stables.  From  the  stables  is  a  subterraneous  passage  which  communi- 
cates with  a  small  -orchard.  Encircling  the  orchard  is  a  gravel  walk 
and  a  garden.  A  semicircular  plot  of  ground  laid  out  in  flower-beds 
&ces  the  drawing-room  windows.  This  description  of  the  locality  is 
prefiitory  to  the  narrative  of  an  event  which  occurred  there  one  Sunday 
aflemoon. 

*  In  her  visits  to  Earl's  Court  the  Princess  usually  came  in  my  grand- 
mother's carriage,  but  on  this  occasion  in  her  own.  The  scarlet  liveries 
soon  brought  opposite  to  the  entrance  gate  a  crowd  of  people  anxious 
to  get  a  gUmpse  of  the  Heiress  Presumptive  to  the  throne.  Soon  after 
Iter  arrival  at  Earl's  Court  I  happened  to  pass  outside  the  gates.  I  was 
asked  by  the  bystanders,  "  Where  is  the  Princess?"  I  told  her  how 
anxious  the  people  were  to  have  a  sight  of  her.     "  They  shall  soon  have 
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that  pleasure/*  wi^s  the  reply.  Slipping  out  of  the  garden  gate  int* 
the  road,  she  ran  in  among  the  crowd  from  the  rear,  and  appeared  moie 
anxious  than  anyone  to  haye  a  peep  at  the  Princess.  I  would  fiun  hsTf 
stopped  her,  but  she  was  in  boisterous  spirits,  and  would  haye  her  owa 
way :  she  proceeded  to  the  stable  entrance,  saddled  and  bridled  mj 
father's  hack  herself,  and  armed  with  the  groom*s  heavy  riding-whipv 
led  the  animal  through  the  subterranean  paraage  to  the  garden  gnT^ 
walk.  She  now  told  me  to  mount  I,  nothing  loth,  obeyed.  Bat 
before  I  could  grasp  the  reins  or  get  my  feet  through  the  stirrup  leathers^ 
fihe  gave  the  horse  a  tremendous  cut  with  the  whip  on  the  hindqujirtera 
Off  set  the  animal  at  full  gallop,  I  on  his  back,  or  rather  on  his  neck, 
holding  on  by  the  mane  and  roaring  lustily.  The  noise  only  quickened 
his  pace.  I  clung  on  till  I  came  to  the  plot  in  front  of  the  drawiDg- 
room  windows,  when  the  brute  threw  his  heels  into  the  air  and  sent  mt 
flying  oyer  his  head.  At  the  same  moment  the  Princess  emerged 
from  the  rose  bushes,  panting  for  breath.  She  had  hoped,  by  makinf 
a  short  cut,  to  intercept  the  horse  and  its  rider  before  they  came  iot* 
view.  My  cries  brought  the  whole  family  on  to  the  lawn.  Of  course 
the  Princess  got  a  tremendous  scolding  from  Lady  de  Clifford.  That 
ehe  was  used  to,  and  took  coolly  enough.  Unluckily  for  her  up  came 
my  father,  in  whose  good  graces  slie  was  desirous  to  stand  high.  Bj 
looks  rather  than  words  he  expressed  his  disapprobation.  In  a  short 
time  quiet  was  restored,  and  my  people  returned  to  the  house.  Bat 
no  sooner  were  the  Princess  and  I  alone  again,  than  the  heavy  ridmg* 
whip  was  once  more  put  into  requisition,  and  she  treated  my  fiither^t 
eon  exactly  as  she  had  just  been  treating  my  father*s  horse.* 

We  are  not  much  surprised  that,  after  a  few  adventures  of  this 
kind,  George  Thomas  should  one  day  have  remarked  to  his 
illustrious  friend,  *  A  pretty  Queen  you'll  make  ! '  But  the 
Princess  was  capable  of  higher  things,  and  the  following  letter, 
written  by  Her  Royal  Highness  at  sixteen,  is  really  of  great 
historical  interest  and  value,  for  it  demonstrates  that  at  the  very 
time  wben  her  father,  the  Regent,  was  casting  off  his  Whig 
principles,  she  adhered  to  them  with  increased  nrmness^  partly, 
BO  doubt,  out  of  the  royal  spirit  of  contradiction. 

*  She  lost  no  opportunity,  as  far  as  her  state  of  seclusion  would  alloir, 
of  identifying  herself  with  her  Royal  Sirens  former  private  and  political 
friends.  Shortly  before  the  anniversary  of  Mr.Fox*s  birthday  she  gave 
my  father  a  bust  of  that  patriot.  In  answer  to  his  acknowledgment  of 
the  present  with  which  he  had  been  honoured,  she  wrote  to  him  whit 
was  evidently  intended  to  be  a  manifesto  of  her  political  creed. 

Princess  Charlotte  to  William  Charles  Lord  Albemarle. 

*  Warwick  House :  January  17,  IS  19. 

*  Mr  DEAR  Lord  Albrmarle, — I  have  been  very  much  vexed  at  not 
being  able  to  answer  your  letter  immediately,  which  my  wii^es  would 
have  led  me  to  do,  but  I  delay  no  longer  talung  up  my  pen  and  ex- 
pressing the  emotions  of  satisfaction  and  pleasure  I  received  on  reading 
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it  I  cannot  say  how  happy  I  feel  that  the  bust  has  given  yon  so  much 
satisfiiction.  As  knowing  your  affection  to  Mr.  Fox  (both  in  public 
and  private),  it  struck  me  that  you  would  like  to  have  it,  and  I  was 
therefore  particularly  anxious  for  its  success. 

'  Nor  sludl  I  now  stand  in  need  of  being  reminded  .of  his  great  nanve 
or  his  great  deeds  while  there  are  such  able  men,  though  few  in  number 
(comparatively  speaking),  who  make  it  their  study  as  well  as  their 
pride  to  follow  as  closely  as  possible  the  precepts  of  their  late  great 
leader.  Which  to  admire  most  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know,  for  turn  to 
either  dde  one  beholds  so  much  that  caUs  forth  unqualified  praise,  that 
it  would  be  a  difficult  task  imposed.  He  has  been  one  of  those  few — 
those  very  few — ^who  have  really  had  the  good  of  their  country  at 
heart,  and  in  view,  not  in  words  only,  but  who  both  in  thought  and 
deed  acted  for  that  alone ;  who  by  his  uncorrupted  integrity  proved 
what  a  patriot  and  a  statesman  was,  and  united  these  two  different 
(haracters  (which  ought  never  to  have  been  divided).  Of  all  hia 
numerous  deeds  none  are  so  to  be  cherished  as  that  most  cruel  and  dis- 
graceful procedure  (particularly  to  this  country  which  is  called  a  free 
one)  the  slave  trader*  and  his  laudable  exertions  for  universal  toleration 
and  comfort  to  our  unfortunate  and  grossly-abused  sister  kingdom, 
which,  alas,  was  not  crowned  with  success ;  and  this  is  the  man  who, 
afler  devoting  his  time,  health,  and  at  length  life,  is  called  a  revolutionist ; 
one  who  subverts,  at  least  tries  to  subvert,  the  laws  and  liberties  of  this 
country.  Who  would,  who  could,  and  who  can  believe  this  7  No  one 
who  have  tlieir  eyes  opened  and  an  xmprejudiced  judgment,  but  the 
short-sighted  and  jaundiced  eye  of  the  people.  Many  there  are  who 
say  they  understand  the  word  toleration,  I  will  grant  they  do,  but  not 
in  deed.  There  are  dignitaries  in  the  Churchf  who  pique  themselves 
on  their  learning,  but  do  not  seem,  no  more  than  the  temporal'  peers^ 
to  comprehend  its  meaning,  or  else  they  who  are  to  preach  meekness 
and  charity  would  certainly  not,  I  should  conceive,  seem  to  rejoice  so  at  ^ 
the  sufferings  of  Ireland,  nor  utter  such  virulent  protests  against  their 
just  claims.  In  fine,  the  word  bishopric  includes  everything  that  is  th* 
touchstone  of  action,  the  spring  from  whence  all  that  holy  fire  issues  ; 
that  God  that  they  teach  (or  at  least  feign  to  do,  who  enjoins  charitable- 
ness and  forgiveness)  is  wholly  forgotten  in  their  rancorous  hatred 
towards  an  oppressed  and  unfortunate  people,  whose  crime  is  following 
other  ceremonies,  not  owning  these  dignitaries,  but  above  all  having 
the  name  of  Irishman.  It  is  with  honest  pride,  the  pride  of  a  true- 
bom  English  person,  that  I  avow  these  sentiments,  principles  that  I 
am  convinced  are  the  only  true  foundation  of  this  country,  and  the 

r'  it  of  the  constitution,  nor  shall  I  be  ashamed  to  broach  them  before 
whole  world,  should  I  ever  be  called  upon.  Thank  Grod  there  are  some 
young  of  both  sexes,  some  that  I  have  the  happiness  to  know  personally ^ 
as  well  as  from  report,  that  feel  firm  at  this  state  of  things,  and  that  are 

^  The  Princess  evidently  means  to  refer  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade ;  this  sentence  is  incorrect. 

t  ThjM  is  aimed  at  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  Dr.  Fisher,  her  tutor, 
whom  she  hated,  and  always  called  '  the  great  U.P.* 
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from  their  hearts  and  mmda  followers  of  your  late  inestimable  friend. 
Happj,  thrice  happy,  will  the  moment  be  when  the  plans  Mr.  Fox 
pmmied  and  planned  are  put  into  Jull  force ;  then  indeed  England  wiii 
have  cause  to  rejoice,  she  may  lifl  up  her  h^ud  in  conscious  superioiity 
and  pre-eminence. 

*  But  I  must  plead  my  excuses  for  having  detained  you  so  long. 
'  Believe  me,  with  the  greatest  esteem, 

*  My  dear  Lord  Albemarle, 

'  Your  most  mncere, 

*  Charlottk.' 

Mr.  Keppel,  to  drop  the  schoolboy's  appellation^  was  about  two 
months  short  of  sixteen  when  he  was  gazetted  to  a  comiois- 
sion  in  the  14th  Regiment  of  the  line.  In  March  1815,  when 
Napoleon  had  just  escaped  from  Elba,  nobody  seems  to  have 
appreciated  the  gravity  of  the  event.  It  was  not  till  five  weeks 
after  he  had  landed  in  France  that  the  *  London  Gazette '  con- 
tained a  batch  of  military  appointments,  and  amongst  them 
the  first  commission  of  our  young  hero.  Before  the  end  of 
April,  however,  he  and  the  troops  were  on  their  way  to  Flanders. 

'  The  third  battalion  of  the  14th  Foot,  which  I  now  joined,  was  one 
which  in  ordinary  times  would  not  have  been  considered  fit  to  be  sent 
on  foreign  service  at  all,  much  less  against  an  enemy  in  the  field. 
Fourteen  of  the  officers  and  three  hundred  of  the  men  were  under 
twenty  years  of  age.  These  last  consisted  principally  of  Buckingham- 
shire lads,  fresh  from  the  plough,  whose  rustic  appearance  procured  for 
them  the  appellation  of  the  "  Peasants." 

*  In  my  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant-Ck)lonel  Francis  Skelly  Tidy, 
I  found  a  good-looking  man,  above  the  middle  height,  of  soldier-like 
appearance,  of  a  spare  but  athletic  figure,  of  elastic  step,  and  of  frank, 
cheerful,  and  agreeable  manners.  The  battalion  had  been  drawn  q> 
in  th3  Square  at  Brussels  the  day  before,  to  be  inspected  by  an  old 
general  of  the  name  of  Mackenzie,  who  no  sooner  set  eyes  on  tbe 
corps  than  he  called  out  "  Well,  I  never  saw  such  a  set  of  boys,  both 
officers  and  men."  Tidy  asked  the  general  to  modify  the  expression 
— "  I  called  you  boys,"  said  the  veteran,  "  and  so  you  are,  but  I  should 
have  added,  I  never  saw  so  Jine  a  set  of  boys,  both  officers  and  men.** 
Still  the  general  could  not  reconcile  it  to  his  conscience  to  declare  the 
raw  striplings  fit  for  active  service,  and  ordered  the  colonel  to  march 
them  off  the  ground,  and  to  join  a  brigade  then  about  to  proceed  to 
garrison  Antwerp.  Tidy  would  not  budge  a  step.  Lord  Hill  hap- 
pening to  pass  by,  our  colonel  called  out,  "  My  lord,  were  you  satisfied 
with  the  behaviour  of  the  14th  at  Corunna?  "  **  Of  course  I  was; 
but  why  ask  the  question  ?  "  "  Because  I  am  sure  your  lordship  will 
save  this  fine  old  regiment  from  the  disgrace  of  garrison  duty."  Lord 
Hill  went  to  the  Dudke,  who  had  arrived  that  same  day  at  Brussels,  and 
brought  him  to  the  window.  The  regiment  was  afterwards  inspected 
by  his  Grace  and  their  sentence  reversed.  In  the  meanwhile  a  priggi^ 
stafiT  officer,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  coimtennand,  said  to  Tidy  in 
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mmcing  tones,  "  Sir,  your  brigade  is  waiting  for  you.  Be  pleased  to 
march  off  your  men."  "  Ay,  ay,  sir,"  was  the  rough  reply,  and  with 
a  look  of  defiance,  my  colonel  gave  the  significant  word  of  command, 
"  Fourteenth,  to  the  Front  I  Quick  march."  From  henceforth  our 
regiment  formed  part  of  Lord  Hill^s  corps.' 

On  June  13th  our  author  completed  his  sixteenth  year.  He 
celebrated  the  day  by  amateur  races  at  Grammont  with  some 
old  Westminsters,  little  knowing  that  within  two  days'  march 
lay  a  hostile  army  of  122,000  men,  commanded  by  the  great- 
est captain  of  the  age.  On  the  16th  and  17th  the  regiment 
was  marching  to  Waterloo,  Mr.  Keppel  was  the  youngest 
officer  on  that  memorable  field,  and  he  has  outlived  almost 
every  other  officer  who  fought  there.  At  the  last  Waterloo 
banquet,  in  the  year  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  death, 
®5ghty-four  veterans  still  gathered  round  the  board  at  Apsley 
House.  Of  these  only  three,  Sir  Charles  Yorke,  Lord  Rokeby, 
and  Lord  Albemarle  are  still  with  us. 

The  14th  regiment  was  attached  on  the  day  of  the  battle 
to  the  2nd  Infantry  division,  commanded  by  Sir  William 
Clinton :  they  therefore  occupied  a  position  on  the  extreme  right 
of  the  British  line  ;  but  later  in  the  day  they  moved  towards 
the  left,  and  formed  square  in  the  middle  of  the  plain,  but  still 
not  far  from  the  Nivelles  chauss^e.  This  movement  brought 
the  regiments  under  heavy  fire,  and  several  casualties  occurred. 

*We  were  now  ordered  to  lie  down.  Our  square,  hardly  lai^ 
enough  to  hold  us  when  standing  upright,  was  too  small  for  us  in  a 
recumbent  position.  Our  men  lay  packed  together  like  herrings  in  a 
barrel.  Not  finding  a  vacant  spot,  1  seated  myself  on  a  drum.  Behind 
me  was  the  coloneFs  charger,  which,  with  his  head  pressed  against 
•xuine,  was  mumbling  my  epaulette ;  while  1  patted  his  cheek.  Sudden- 
ly my  drum  capsized  and  I  was  thrown  prostrate,  with  the  feeling  of  a 
blow  on  the  right  cheek.  1  put  my  hand  to  my  head,  thinking  half  my 
^e  was  shot  away,  but  the  skin  was  not  even  abraded.  A  piece  of 
shell  had  struck  the  horse  on  the  nose  exactly  between  my  hand  and 
my  head,  and  killed  him  instantly.  The  blow  I  received  was  from  the 
embossed  crown  on  the  horse's  bit. 

*  The  French  artillerymen  had  now  brought  us  so  completely  within 
range,  that  if  we  had  continued  much  longer  in  this  exposed  situation 
I  should  probably  not  have  lived  to  tell  my  tale.  We  soon  received 
the  order  to  seek  the  shelter  of  a  neighbouring  hill. 

*  Looking  back  to  the  part  of  the  field  we  had  lately  quitted,  we  saw 
another  brigade  of  artillery  hurrying  into  position — a  howitzer  shell 
had  penetrated  one  of  their  ammunition  waggons  which  exploded, 
drowning  for  a  moment  the  roar  of  the  artillery,  and  dealing  death  and 
destruction  on  all  around.  Our  sympathies  were  for  the  moment 
principally  excited  by  the  sufferings  of  some  poor  horses,  which  were 
^e  principal  sufferers  by  the  catastrophe,  and  were  galloping  about  the 
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field.  Some  would  suddenly  stop,  and  nibble  the  grafis  if  ithin  their 
reach  till  they  fell  backwards  and  died.  One  poor  animal,  honiblj 
mutilated,  kept  hovering  about  us,  as  if  to  seek  the  protection  <3i  on 
square/ 

Then  follows  a  passage  which  might  serve  for  a  description  of 
Miss  Thompson's  well-known  picture  of  the  British  square 
repelling  a  cavalry  charge  which  was  exhibited  last  year  in  the 
Boyal  Academy — peasant  lads  and  all. 

'  We  now  occupied  the  crest  of  a  gentle  eminence,  and  looked  dowa 
upon  what,  from  a  few  blades  still  standing,  was  shown  to  have  been 
in  the  morning  a  field  of  rye,  ripe  for  the  sickle.  It  had  now,  frrai 
the  action  of  horse,  foot,  and  artillery,  been  beaten  down  into  Uie  cod* 
sistency  and  appearance  of  an  Indian  mat. 

'  From  the  reverse  side  of  the  hill  in  front  of  us  there  now  appeani 
the  enemy  our  colonel  had  been  taught  to  expect.  They  were  a 
magnificent  body  of  horsemen,  wore  black  helmets,  and,  if  my  memoij 
does  not  deceive  me,  bhick  ctiirasaes.  As  soon  as  they  racked  tb 
ascent  of  our  hill  they  advanced  towards  us  at  the  pas  de  charge.  Far 
a  moment  they  lefl  us  in  doubt  which  square  they  intended  to  honour, 
but  gave  the  preference  to  our  lefl-hand  neighbour,  a  regiment  d 
Brunswickers,  which  was  at  wheeling  distance  from  ours.  After  one 
or  two  vain  attempts  to  pierce  the  square,  they  went  some  fifty  ysids 
to  our  rear.  Their  presence  amongst  us  procured  us  a  momeatuy 
respite  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  They  now  repaoed 
between  the  two  battalions.  As  soon  as  they  were  clear  of  our  btt- 
talion,  two  faces  of  the  attacked  square  opened  fire.  At  the  same 
instant  the  British  gtmners  on  our  right  who,  at  the  approach  of  the 
Cuirassiers  had  thrown  themselves  at  Uie  feet  of  our  front  rank  meo, 
returned  to  their  guns  and  poured  in  a  murderous  fire  of  grape  into 
the  fiying  enemy.  For  some  seconds  the  smoke  of  the  cross  fune  was 
BO  dense  that  not  a  single  object  in  front  of  us  was  discernible.  When 
it  cleared  away  the  Imperial  horsemen  were  seen  fiying  in  disorder. 
The  matted  hill  was  strewed  with  dead  and  dying,  horses  gallopiog 
away  without  riders,  and  dismounted  Cuirassiers  running  oat  of  the 
fire  as  fiist  as  their  heavy  armour  would  allow  them.' 

The  yOung  Ensign,  safe  and  sound  after  the  battle^  bivouacked 
that  night  under  one  of  the  big  elms  of  Hougoumont — the  trees 
now  in  the  avenue  of  the  farm  are  of  more  recent  growth ;  azMl 
so  ended  his  experience  in  war.  Forty  years  elapsed  before 
another  shot  was  fired  by  a  British  army  in  Europe,  and  for  t 
long  time  to  come  the  duties  of  an  active  and  intelligent  officer 
merged  in  those  of  an  equerry  or  an  aide-de-camp.  It  is  ft 
curious  fact  that  the  warlike  enthusiasm  of  the  nation  had  so 
cooled,  and  the  desire  of  peace  was  so  great,  that  the  soldiers 
who  returned  from  France  after  the  campaign  of  1815  were 
very  coldly  received.  They  were  detained  and  rigidly  searched 
at  Dover  custom-house,  and  marched  off  without  a  supper  to  the 
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gloomiest  barrack  in  Dover  Castle.  The  troops  sent  on  by 
8ea  to  Ireland  fared  even  worse.  In  those  ante-PlimsoU  days 
the  transports  were  rotten,  being  merchant  vessels  taken  at 
the  lowest  tender,  with  ignorant  skippers  to  command  them. 
The  *  Seahorse/  with  the  59th  Recriment  on  board,  sailed  from 
the  Downs,  and  was  wrecked  off  Kinsale ;  394  souls  perished. 
The  ^  Lord  Melville '  and  the  ^  Boadicea '  were  lost  in  the  same 
manner ;  out  of  280  in  the  latter  ship,  only  60  were  saved. 
'  Beyond  a  short  paragraph  in  the  papers,'  says  Lord  Albemarle, 
'  no  public  notice  was  taken  of  this  catastrophe.'  These  are 
the  things  that  lead  us  to  hope  that  in  ^  Fifty  Years  of  my  Life,' 
matters  have,  upon  the  whole,  improved. 

We  do  not  propose  to  accompany  Lord  Albemarle,  or 
Lieutenant  Keppel,  as  he  was  then  more  familiarly  called,  in 
his  rambles,  whether  on  service,  or  on  pleasure  bent,  all  over 
the  world  ;  but  few  men  have  seen  life  under  more  varied 
forms,  and  related  what  they  have  seen  more  a^eeably.  Soon 
after  the  Peace  he  went  with  his  regiment  to  the  Ionian  Isles, 
then  under  the  stem  but  salutary  reign  of  '  King  Tom.'  His 
next  post  was  at  the  Mauritius,  where  he  was  appointed  aide- 
de-camp  to  the  Governor,  Sir  John  Dalrymple ;  and  on  his 
return  to  England  in  1 820,  he  became  an  honorary  equerry 
to  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  in  constant  attendance  on  that  Prince. 
He  owed  this  promotion,  no  doubt,  to  the  Duke's  friendship 
for  the  ^eat  Whig  families  of  Norfolk ;  for  although  Lord 
Albemarle  is  better  known  as  a  soldier  and  a  traveller  than  as 
a  politician,  no  man  has  ever  stuck  more  firmly  to  the  here- 
ditary principles  of  his  ancestors.  The  name  of  Keppel  has 
long  been  a  war-crv  of  the  Whig  party.  The  great  dispute  as 
to  Admiral  Keppers  conduct  at  Ushant  had  been  fought  on 
party  groimds,  and  led  to  a  popular  commotion.  When  the 
Admiral  stood  for  Windsor,  after  his  honourable  acquittal,  the 
King  in  person  canvassed  the  town  against  him,  and  from  that 
day  onwards  royalty  had  not  been  very  popular  either  at 
Holkham  or  Quidenham,  with  one  exception — we  mean  of  course 
the  Duke  of  Sussex.  In  January  1820  (erroneously  printed 
1819),  in  the  height  of  Tory  ascendancy,  when  Sidmouth, 
Eldon,  and  Castlereagh  had  just  carried  the  ^  Six  Acts,'  and 
uie  country  lay  prostrate  beneath  their  unconstitutional  policy, 
the  then  Earl  of  Albemarle  (father  of  the  present  writer) 
took  the  chair  at  a  great  public  dinner  held  in  St.  Andrew's 
Hall,  Norwich,  ostensibly  to  celebrate  the  birthday  of  Mr.  Fox, 
but  in  truth  to  denounce  the  measures  of  the  Government ; 
and  the  principal  guest  at  this  dinner  was  no  other  than  the 
brother  of  the  Begent,  the   Duke  of  Sussex.      The  King, 
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George  III.,  died  shortly  afterwards;  the  Duke  of  Kent 
almost  the  next  day.  The  Dukes  of  York  and  Cnmberbuid 
were  more  ardent  and  bigoted  Tories  than  the  Regent  himfid^ 
who  had  at  least  the  doubtful  advantage  of  bemg  a  WUg 
apostate.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  reaction,  one  Prince  of  tlie 
House  of  Brunswick  raised  his  cheerful  and  sonorous  Toice 
for  the  principles  which  had  placed  his  family  on  the  throoei 
The  patriotic  toasts  of  the  day  were  drunk  with  acclamadoo, 
amongst  others,  one  to  the  ^  Respectability  of  the  Crown,  the 
'  durability  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  liberty  of  the  Sab- 
*  ject ;'  and  the  song  *  Fall,  tyrants,  fall !  '  which  oW  John 
Taylor  of  Norwich  had  written  in  1788  to  celebrate  the 
centenary  of  the  landing  of  William  of  Orange  at  Torbay,  was 
enthusiastically  sung,  the  Duke  of  Sussex  leading  the  cliorQS. 
The  history  of  that  song  is  curious.     It  began — 

'  ITie  trumpet  of  liberty  sounds  tlirough  the  world, 
And  the  universe  starts  at  the  sound ; 
Her  standard  Philosophy's  hand  has  unfurled, 

And  the  nations  are  thronging  around. 
The  cruel  dominion  of  priestcmit  is  o'er, 

Its  thunders,  its  ^ggots,  its  chains ; 
Mankind  will  endure  the  vile  bondage  no  more, 
While  Religion  our  freedom  maintains. 

Fall,  tyrants,  fall !' 

Though  written  several  months  before  the  meeting  of  de 
States  General  at  Versailles,  these  lines,  and  some  other 
stanzas,  were  considered  to  be  prophetic  of  the  French 
Revolution,  and  the  song  shared  the  popularity  of  the 
^  Marseillaise '  among  the  party  which  had  hailed  with  n^ 
ture  that  great  overthrow  of  despotic  power.  In  Norfolk 
especially  the  friends  and  followers  of  Mr.  Fox  adhered  to  the 
views  he  took  of  that  great  event,  until  they  were  checked  bj 
the  altered  course  of  Mr.  Windham;  but  the  House  of 
Quidenham  remained  faithfully  attached  to  the  ^  good  old 
^  cause.'  At  this  distance  of  time,  and  under  circumstances  so 
different,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  describe  the  violence  of  party 
feeling  which  had  been  excited  by  the  reactionary  policy  and 
measures  of  Lord  LiverpooPs  government.  The  MinistTj 
were  literally  at  war  with  the  people,  and  in  one  instance  at 
least  blood  had  been  shed.  The  Whigs  of  that  day  responded, 
it  roust  be  acknowledged,  in  no  moderate  language,  for  they 
firmly  believed  that  the  liberties  of  the  country  were  in 
danger ;  but  they  were  prepared  for  deeds  as  well  as  words, 
and  if  the  course  of  events  had  rendered  inevitable  a  more 
direct  appeal  to  the  people,  men  like  Lord  Albemarle,  l^ti 
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FitzwilUam,  and  Mr.  Coke  would  not  have  been  wanting  to 
their  Whig  principles  and  their  duty.  The  arrival  of  Queen 
Caroline  in  England  at  this  crisis,  and  the  steps  immediately 
taken  to  bring  in  a  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  against  Her 
Majesty,  fell  like  a  spark  upon  these  fiery  materials ;  and  on 
looking  back  to  that  convulsive  period,  we  are  really  surprised 
that  tbs  constitution  stood  the  shock  of  so  much  folly  and  un- 
popularity on  the  part  of  the  Tories. 

(fore  the  end  of  the  year  1820,  Lieutenant  Keppel,  then 
of  the  24th  Foot,  was  ordered  to  join  his  regiment,  whose 
headquarters  were  in  Bengal.  Upon  his  arrival  our  gallant 
author,  with  his*aocustomed.good  luck,  found  a  vacancy  on  the 
personal  staff  of  the  Marquis  of  Hastings,  then  Governor- 
General,  to  which  he  was  immediately  appointed,  and  the  next 
few  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  IncQa.  On  leaving  the 
country  in  1829,  Lieutenant  Keppel  took,  as  is  well  known, 
the  Overland  Route,  and  the  *  Personal  Narrative  '  (as  it  was 
called)  of  his  travels  through  Persia  to  the  Russian  frontier 
deservedly  obtained  for  him  considerable  celebrity,  and,  what 
was  more,  an  unattached  majority  from  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
who  said  ^  It  is  that  young  fellow's  book  that  got  him  his  step.' 

By  the  death  of  his  eldest  brother,  who  only  lived  about  two 
years  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  family  honours,  the  military 
cadet  of  the  House  of  Keppel  succeeded  in  1851  to  the  earl- 
dom ;  and  perhaps  there  is  no  better  education  and  training  for* 
an  English  Peer  than  to  have  entered  upon  life,  and  seen  a 
good  deal  of  the  world  as  a  younger  son,  before  he  arrives  at 
the  rank  and  duties  of  the  head  of  his  family. 

We  must  now  leave  Lord  Albemarle  to  relate,  in  person, 
to  our  readers,  the  rest  of  his  adventures.  Our  part  is  done  in 
introducing  them  to  so  amusing  a  companion ;  and  if  he  has 
not  had  the  good  fortune  to  rival  the  military  achievements  of 
his  ancestors,  having  lived  in  these  piping  times  of  peace,  he 
has  at  least  stood  constantly  by  their  Whig  principles,  and  he 
has  done  what  no  former  Earl  of  Albemarle  had  accomplished 
in  writing  a  very  agreeable  and  entertaixiing  book.  His  first 
work,  the  *  Memoirs  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,'  which  was 
published  in  1852,  was  a  book  of  higher  political  and  literary 
pretensions  than  these  amusing  volumes.  We  reviewed  it  at 
the  time  of  its  appearance ;  and  no  subsequent  publication, 
not  even  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice's  interesting  life  of  his 
grandfather  Lord  Shelburne,  has  thrown  more  light  on  the 
transactions  of  the  earlier  years  of  George  III.  But  these 
'  Beminiscences '  have  the  charm  and  flavour  of  personal  ex- 
perience, and  they  bring  us  into  direct  contact  with  the  persons 
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liiey  describe.  But  before  we  conclude^  there  is  one  transac- 
tion related  by  Lord  Albemarle,  though  it  concerned  his 
father  more  than  himself,  to  which  we  must  refer.  The 
marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  has  re- 
peatedly been  discussed  in  this  Journal,  more  especially  in 
the  historical  articles  contributed  by  Lord  Brougham  and  Sir 
George  Cornewall  Lewis  to  our  pages,  and  since  republished 
with  the  names  of  those  eminent  persons.  It  is,  therefore, 
well  known  that  the  documents  relating  to  the  marriage  were 
deposited  in  June  1833  at  Coutts's  Bank  by  an  agreement 
between  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Sir  W.  Knighton  as 
executors  of  George  lY.,  and  Lord  Albemarle  and  Lord 
Stourton  as  the  nominees  of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  There  the 
papers  still  are :  but  of  what  do  they  consist  ?  Lord 
Brougham  says  ^  one  was  a  will  leaving  everything  to  her 
'  disposal ;  another  was  a  marriage  settlement  of  great  length 
*  with  the  certificate  of  the  marriage  annexed.'*  Lord  Albe- 
marle answers  this  question  with  more  precision,  and  shows 
that  whilst  the  most  essential  papers  in  proof  of  the  marriage 
were,  and  are,  preserved,  a  vast  quantity  of  other  documents 
was  destroyed.  To  this  he  adds  an  anecdote  of  singular  in« 
terest,  which  shows  that  however  insensible  George  IV.  may 
have  been  to  the  nobler  sentiments  of  honour  and  duty,  af- 
fection for  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  still  lingered  for  almost  half  a 
century  in  his  heart. 

*  [1837.]  In  the  month  of  March  of  this  year  died  Mrs.  Fitz- 
herbert, a  lady  who  had  occupied  a  large  share  of  public  attention,  and 
one  associated  in  ray  mind  with  a  number  of  childish  recollectioofl. 
She  was  buried  at  Brighton,  where  a  handsome  monument  was  raised 
to  her  memory  by  the  Honourable  Mrs.  Dawson  Damer,  her  adopted 
child,  and  the  "  Minnie  Seymour  "  of  my  nursery  days. 

*  In  one  of  the  pamphlets  of  her  day,  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  is  described 
as  "  legally,  really,  and  happily  for  the  country,  Her  Boyal  Higbnea 
**  the  Princess  of  Wales."  William  IV.  treated  her  with  much  kind- 
ness and  consideration ;  he  allowed  her  to  wear  widow's  weeds  for  the 
deceased  king;  urged  her  to  assume  the  royal  liveries,  and  in  her 
Tisits  to  the  Palace,  observed  those  external  marks  of  courtesy  which  a 
British  Sovei*eign  usually  shows  to  a  sister-in-law. 

'  Four  years  before  her  death,  there  appeared  in  **  Lord  Holland*8 
^*  Memoirs  of  the  Whig  Party,"  some  passages  which  reflected  on  the 
relation  in  which  she  stood  to  G-eorge  IV.  when  Prince  of  Wales.  In 
consequence  of  this  publication,  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  committed  certaio 
documents  to  the  charge  of  Lord  Stourton,  as  one  of  her  nearest 
relatives  and  to  my  father  as  her  oldest  and  most  trusted  friend.  Lord 
Stourton  was  prevented  from  acting  by  illness,  and  Lord  Albemarle 

*  Statesmen  of  George  HI.,  voL  ii.  p.  2. 
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became  her  nominee.  It  was  then  arranged  with  the  approval  of  King 
"William,  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  as  executor  of  George  IV. 
should  meet  Lord  Albemarle  at  Mrs.  Fitzherbert's  house  in  Tilney 
Street,  and  that  they  should  destroy  all  documents,  that  were  not 
deemed  necessary  for  the  vindication  of  her  character. 

*  The  docmnents  retained  were : — 

'  1.  .The  mortgage  on  the  palace  at  Brighton. 

*  2.  The  certificate  of  the  marriage  dated  Decembsr  2l8t,  1785. 

*  3.  Letter  from  George  IV.  sipned  by  him. 

*  4.  Will  written  by  George  IV. 

*  5.  Memorandum  written  by  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  attached  to  a  letter 
written  by  the  clergyman  who  performed  the  marriage  ceremony. 

*  The  papers  were  made  into  a  packet,  and  having  been  first  sealed 
by  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  my  father,  were  lodged  at  Coutts*8 
lumk,  where  they  now  remain.  They  are  declared  to  be  **  the  pro- 
"  perty  of  th^  Earl  of  Albemarle,"  they  are,  however,  not  my  proper^, 
but  are  held  in  trust  by  my  brother  Edward,  as  my  father's  executor. 
Some  idea  of  the  mass  of  manuscripts  conmiitted  to  the  fiames  may  be 
formed  by  an  expression  of  the  Duke  to  my  father,  afler  several  hours' 
burning :  "  I  think,  my  Lord,  we  had  better  hold  our  hand  for  a 
"  while,  or  we  shall  set  the  old  woman's  chimney  on  fire." 

*  At  an  early  period  of  their  marriage,  George  Prince  of  Wales  pre- 
sented Mrs.  Fitzherbert  with  a  large  diamond.  This  jewel  she  caused 
to  be  divided  into  two  parts.  In  one  part  was  inclosed  the  Prince's- 
portrait,  which  she  reserved  for  herself.  The  other  half  containing  her 
miniature,  she  gave  to  His  Hoyal  Highness.  Soon  after  their  fin^ 
separation,  it  was  agreed  between  them  that  all  tokens  of  affection 
which  each  had  received  from  the  other  should  be  returned.  The 
arrangement  was  carried  out  by  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  but  the  Prince  failed 
to  restore  her  miniature.  Too  proud  to  ask  for  an  explanation,  Mrs. 
Fitzherbert  lived  and  died  in  ignorance  of  what  had  become  of  her 
present 

*  When  on  his  death-bed,  George  IV.  desired  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton, whom  he  had  appointed  bis  executor,  to  take  care  that  he  was 
buried  in  the  night  clothes  in  which  he  then  lay.  Soon  afler  His 
Majes^  had  received  the  assurance  that  his  wishes  should  be  complied 
wiU),  he  breathed  his  last.  Left  alone  with  the  lifeless  form  of  his 
Royal  Master,  the  Duke  was  seized  with  an  irrepressible  desire  to 
discover  the  motive  which  had  led  the  King  to  make  so  strange  a 
^uest.  Approaching  the  bed,  he  discovered  rotmd  the  King's  neck, 
tttached  to  a  very  dirty  and  faded  piece  of  black  riband,  the  jeweQed 
miniature  of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert. 

*  The  poor  King's  d3ring  request  was  fulfilled  to  the  letter,  and  he 
carried  with  him  to  the  grave  the  image  of  her  who  was  perhaps  the 
only  woman  whom  he  had  respected  as  well  as  loved.  The  portrait  off 
Oeoige  Prince  of  Wales  was  bequeat'aed  by  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  to  Mrs.. 
Dawson  Damer,  and  she  left  it  in  her  will  to  her  daughter,  Georgiana,. 
Countess  Fortescue.  It  is  now  the  property  of  her  husband  who> 
smrvived  her — the  present  Earl  Fortescue,  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
for  these  particulars.' 

VOL.  CXLIII.  NO.  CCXCII.  I  I 


474         Capponi's  History  of  the  Republic  of  Florence.  Apil, 


Art.    VII. — Storia   della  Repubblica   di  Firenze  da  GnfO 
Capponi.     Two  vols.  8vo.     Firenze :  1875. 

WE  had  hoped  that  our  tribute  to  the  merits  of  this  remail- 
able  work  would  have  found  its  illustrious  author  still 
living,  the  glory  and  pride  of  the  city  whose  historic  fortunes 
it  was  the  interest  of  his  later  years  to  narrate :  but  a  short 
illness  at  the  beginning  of  February  1876  carried  off  the 
Marquis  Gino  Capponi  in  the  full  possession  of  his  faculties  and 
sympathies.  It  was  not  a  premature  death,  as  time  is  counted, 
for  he  had  lived  nearly  eighty-four  years,  and  had  played  a 
finished  part  in  politics  and  in  literature.  It  was  not  premature 
as  to  the  curtailment  of  this  world's  happiness,  for  he  had  been 
doomed  for  thirty  years  to  the  severest  of  physical  deprivationg 
— like  our  own  great  writer  and  patriot  Milton, 

*  Shut  up  fi'om  outward  light 
To  incorporate  with  gloomy  night ; 
For  inward  light,  alas ! 
Puts  forth  no  visual  beam.* 

A  man  of  warm  family  affections,  he  had  experienced  the 
severance  of  his  dearest  domestic  ties ;  and,  courageous  and 
resigned  as  he  was,  those  who  knew  him  in  his  latter  days 
tell  us  that  he  looked  with  desire  to  the  moment  when  his 
spirit  should  be  freed  from  its  mortal  impediments. 

Yet  to  his  fellow-countrymen  the  tidings  of  the  Marquis 
Capponi's  death  came  as  a  calamity  ;  and  the  blank  occasioned 
by  his  departure  from  among  them  is  one  not  to  be  filled  up. 
This  will  readily  be  understood  by  all  who  have  studied  Ae 
course  of  modem  Italian  politics,  by  all  who  are  acquainted  widi 
the  literature  of  the  Peninsula  during  the  last  fifty  years,  by  all 
who  have  had  entrance  into  its  most  refined  social  circles; 
and,  we  may  add,  by  all  who  are  conversant  with  the  lower 
ranks  in  Florence,   and  have  heard  the  household  name  of 

*  il  nostro  Gino  Capponi '  habitually  mentioned  with  love  and 
respect  by  peasant  and  artisan. 

In  fact  this  love  of  the  lower  classes  for  one  who  has 
been  styled  *  Tuom  modello  de'  suoi  tempi,   il  gentUNiomo 

*  Toscano  per  eccellenza,'  is  not  one  of  the  least  remarkable 
circumstances  connected  with  him.  When,  at  his  funeral,  at  the 
MarignoUe  Chapel,  representatives  were  present  from  the  King, 
the  Ministry,  and  the  Chamber  of  Legislation,  from  numerous 
Colleges  and  Societies,  and  the  military  and  ceremonial  dis- 
play was  such  as  had  seldom  if  ever  been  accorded  to  an  Italian 
fiubject,  no  tribute  on  the  occasion  was  more  sincere  or  moving 
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than  that  of  the  crowds  whose  part  in  it  was  that  of  onlookers 
and  mourners  only.  It  was  in  Capponi's  unaffected  identi- 
fication of  himself  with  the  character  and  interests  of  his 
countrymen  that  the  secret  of  their  devotion  to  him  lay.  The 
Senator  Marco  Tabarrini,  in  his  oration  on  the  occasion,  said : 

*  The  people  could  not  take  measure  of  the  loftiness  of  his  mind, 
'  but  they  felt  instinctively  that  his  heart  beat  in  unison  with 

*  theirs.      They  saw   him  abstemious  as  regards   tiie  luxury 

*  which  humiliates,  and  the  pride  which  gives  offence ;  they 
'  saluted  him  in  the  national  feasts ;  they  beheld  him  sorrowing 
^  in  the  common  misfortunes,  praying  at  the  common  altars ; 
'  for  Capponi  was  a  Christian,   and   the  religious   sentiment 

*  which  for  him  comprehended  all  forms  of  good,  raised  and 

*  ennobled  every  other  affection.' 

There  was  another  pathetic  circumstance  attending  the  death 
of  Gino  Capponi,  which  to  all  denizens  of  Florence  helped  to 
give  it  the  aspect  of  a  national  event.  With  him  died  out 
one  of  the  most  illustrious  and  characteristic  of  her  historic 
races.  The  Capponi  belonged  to  the  grosH  popolani,  some- 
times also  styled  popolnni  grassi,  or  again  nobiH  popolani,  the 
burgher-aristocracy  of  the  Republic,  which  built  its  great- 
ness on  commerce  after  the  feudal  aristocracy  had  been  forced 
out  of  the  field  of  civic  power.  They  are  said  to  have  derived 
their  wealth  from  the  silk  trade,  which  ranked  high  among  the 
Jrti  maggiori.  They  furnished  Florence  with  some  of  her 
most  eminent  statesmen ;  and  while  we  hear  of  no  Capponi  who 
brought  dishonour  on  his  name,  several  of  the  race  achieved 
signal  distinction  in  their  country's  annals. 

Gino  Alessandro  Capponi  was  baptised  in  orthodox  Floren- 
tine fashion,  at  the  font  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  on  the  15th  of 
September,  1792.  His  mother  was  a  Frescobaldi;  one  of  the 
fiimilies,  not  of  the  burgher,  but  of  the  feudal  aristocracy  of 
the  State.  Among  his  intimate  early  associates  were  J.  B. 
Niccolini,  the  distinguished  dramatic  author,  and  Cesare  Balbo. 
When  twenty-six  years  of  age  he  was  known  in  England  as 
the  friend  of  Ugo  Foscolo,  and  as  sharing  in  those  aspirations 
for  It^ian  liberty  which  were  alternately  bursting  forth  and 
being  stifled  in  the  hearts  of  Florentines  and  Milanese  and 
Romans  after  the  Peace.  The  copy  of  this  history  which 
the  author  was  good  enough  to  send  us  last  year  is  inscribed 
in  his  own  hand,  *  By  the  Author,  old  acquaintance  of  Mr. 
*  Jeffrey,  Dr.  Brewster,  and  Mr.  Brougham  '  As  time  went 
on,  all  the  distinguished  men  of  letters  of  his  country  were 
^wn  more  or  less  into  connexion  with  the  influential  noble- 
man whose  wealth  and  taste  led  him  to  promote  literary  effort 
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as  well  as  patriotic  Impulse.  In  conjunctioii  with  the  well-knowi 
bookseller  John  Peter  Vieusseux,  he  set  up  the  ^  Antologia'  ai 
Florence,  which  counted  among  its  contributors   Tommaseo^ 
Mazzini,  Matteucci,  Sclopis,  and  other  eminent  men.  A  curious 
anecdote  has  been  told  us  arising  out  of  his  relations  widi 
Vieusseux.     It  was  the  Marquis's  practice  to  place  a  sum  of 
money  in  the  publisher's  hands,  for  the  purpose  of  supplTiiig 
the  necessities  of  deserving  persons  who  might  be  inyolTed 
in  difficulties.     After  Vieusseux's  death,  a  letter  was  found 
among  his  papers,  addressed  to  the  Marquis,  stating  that  up  to 
the  time  of  its  date  he  had  not  made  use  of  the  fund,  but  tbt 
he  had  just  met  with  a  young  man  of  singular  merit,  to  whom 
he  had  now  advanced  a  part :   the  young  man's  name  was 
Giuseppe  Garibaldi.     To  Capponi  the  unhappy  poet  Leopaidi 
was  deeply  indebted  for  the  offices  of  friendship.     Leopwdl 
addressed   his    ^  Palinodia '  to   the  *  candido,    lodato   Gino.' 
Colletta's  History  of  Naples  was  published  under  CapponiV 
auspices.     Guerrazzi  dedicated    to   him   his  novel   ^Isabella 
*  Orsini.'     Giusti,  to  whom  latterly  he  gave  a  home  under  liis 
roof,  and  who  died  in  his  arms,  loved  him  with  unbounded  and 
touching  devotion,  and  inscribed  to  him  his  *  Terra  de'  MortL' 
The  Marquis's  temporary  residence  at  Munich  in  1841,  where 
he  sought  the  aid  of  skilled  advice  (unhappily  in  vain)  to  avert 
his  threatened  blindness,  brought  him  into  contact  with  Schel- 
ling,  Gorres,  DoUinger  and  other  German  authors.     Phyaical 
calamity  and  domestic  sorrow  kept  him  for  a  while  in  retire- 
ment, though  not  in  mental  inertness  ;  but  the  events  of  1848 
stirred  him  to  take  an  active  part  in  his  country's  fortunes.  He 
was  entrusted  with  the  formation  of  the  liberal  cabinet  to  which 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  found  himself  driven  to  conuut 
the  conduct  of  affairs ;  but  his  power  was  shortlived ;  he  did 
not  go  far  enough  for  Montanelli  and  others.     Nevertheless^ 
when  the  Grand  Duke  took  flight  a  few  months  afterwardS) 
and  the  Tuscan  Senate  deliberated  in  perplexity,  it  was  Gino 
Capponi  who  stood  up  and  exclaimed,  ^If  the  Prince  is  not  to 
^  be  found,  the  people  have  the  right  to  choose  that  form  of 
^government  which  shall  seem  to  them  best;'  words  which 
were  immediately  followed  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Bepnb- 
lie.     The  len^thi3  to  which  the  democratic  government  and  the 
Constituent  Assembly  were  disposed  to  go,  threw  the  Cappo' 
nianiy  as  the  followers  of  the  Marchese  were  called,*  into  the 

*  Or  Sanbastianiy  from  the  name  of  the  street,  San  SebastianOy  ia 
which  the  Capponi  Palazzo  was  situated — now  to  have  its  Dane 
changed  to  that  of  the  Via  Gino  Capponi, 
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ranks  of  reaction ;  but  their  leader  himself,  shrinking  from  re- 
actionary policy,  withdrew  from  public  life,  till  the  year  1859 
i^ain  opened  a  vista  to  the  hopes  of  moderate  liberalism.  He 
then  tried  to  force  upon  the  Grand  Duke  a  consciousness  of 
the  impending  crisis;  but  his  warnings  were  rejected.  He  was 
made  president  of  the  Council  of  State  in  the  brief  Provisional 
Government  appointed  by  the  Kincr  of  Sardinia ;  and  when 
the  new  Kingdom  of  Italy  was  established,  he  was  first  deputed 
to  the  Constituent  Assembly  as  representative  of  Tuscany,  and 
afterwards  took  his  place  as  a  member  of  the  Senate.  The 
calm  enjoyments  of  literature  and  friendship  gilded  his  later 
years ;  his  society  was  sought  by  all  foreigners  of  distinction 
who  visited  his  city,  and  on  whom  his  varied  conversation, 
marvellous  memory,  and  singularly  noble  presence  never  failed 
to  make  profound  impression.  He  survived  to  witness  the  ad- 
miration with  which  the  chief  literary  achievement  of  his  life 
was  received ;  and  was  called  away  to  his  desired  rest  after  an 
illness  of  a  few  days  only. 

A  monument  in  Santa  Croce,  the  Florentine  Valhalla,  and  a 
marble  bust  on  the  Pincian  Hill,  have  been  decreed  as  tokens 
of  the  public  esteem  of  this  eminent  Italian.  But  no  monu- 
ment of  him  will  preserve  his  memory  so  proudly  as  the  literary 
work  which  it  is  our  business  now  to  describe — truly  a  wonder- 
fiil  legacy  for  an  octogenarian  statesman  and  a  sightless  scholar 
to  have  bequeathed  to  his  fellow-countrymen. 

Of  its  origin  the  Marquis  himself  gives  the  following  account. 
A  French  lady,  Madame  Hortense  AUart,  known  in  Italy  and 
in  France  by  several  publications  of  a  historical  nature,  put 
forth  in  1843  a  concise  narrative  of  the  Florentine  Republic, 
which  had  great  merit,  and  was  translated  into  Italian  by 
Signer  Alessandro  Carraresi.  Gino  Capponi  on  looking  over 
Ais  book  judged  that  for  Italian  readers  it  was  somewhat  dis- 
proportioned  in  the  measure  given  to  different  parts  and  sub- 
jects; and  he  occupied  himself  in  suggesting  notes  and 
alterations  in  it,  till  ne  found  his  thoughts  altogether  steeped 
in  the  history  of  Florence.  In  difficult  and  anxious  times  the 
subject  became  a  rest  and  resource  to  him,  and  by  degrees  the 
present  composition  took  shape.  What  stimulated  its  author 
the  most  to  its  completion  was  the  knowledge  that  the  French 
Historian  and  statesman  M.  Thiers  had  the  idea  in  his  mind 
<>f  writing  a  history  of  the  Florentine  Republic  as  being  an 
important  subject  of  study  in  these  days  of  advancing  de- 
niocracy.  A  German  writer  in  the  *  Deutsche  Rundschau* 
(April,  1875),  who  visited  Capponi  in  1873,  was  told  by  him 
Aat  the  work  was  not  destined  to  see  the  light  till  after  his 
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death;  but  happily  this  intention  was, changed  at  the  inatVMe 
of  the  Baron   Alfred  von  Beumont,  who  was  ^o  strpqgly  im- 
pressed with  its  merits  after  reading  it  in  manuscript  that  he 
Eersuaded  the  venerable  author  not  to  defer  enriching  Italian 
terature  with  so  valuable  a  monument. 
For  familiar  conversance  with  facts,  delicate  portrayal  of 
character,  acute  criticism  of  moral  and  mental  phenomena^  and 
tempered  enthusiasm  for  the  picturesque   aspects  of  human 
affairs,  as  well  as  for  lucidity  and  force  of  language,  this  work 
is  undoubtedly  a  literary  monument  of  very  high  mark.     The 
author  adopts  the  narrative  rather  than  the  philosophic  style. 
He  recounts,  indeed,  with  a  tranquil  judgment  of  causes  near 
and  temote  which  justify  his  right  to  be  considered  a  historian  of 
the  philosophic  class  ;  but  he  does  not  argue  or  analyse  like  a 
Hallam  or  a  Sismondi.     He  tells  his  story  as  the  old  Italian 
chroniclers   and  epic  poets  were  wont  to  tell  their  stories — 
colloquially,  almost  garrulously,  not  striving  to  make  points, 
or  to  state  evidence,  but  moving  on  from  incident  to  incident^ 
as  though  he  had  been  an  actual  spectator  of  the  events  des- 
cribed, and  was  mainly  anxious  to  make  his  hearers  under- 
stand in  what  form  they  had  happened.     Sometimes  we  are 
reminded  of  Herodotus,  sometimes  of  Ariosto,  by  his  facile 
yet  earnest   manner  of  story-telling.     And  yet  the  Marqu» 
knows  how  tra^pwvi^Hv  on  occasion  ;  and  when  he  assumes  a 
didactic   position,   as    when  contemplating  the    causes    and 
results  of  the  Ciompi  outbreak,  does  it  with  authority,  and  not 
as  do  the  Scribes  of  the  ordinary  lecture-room  ;   laying  down 
his  axioms  with  the  calm  experience  of  a  sage  who  has  made 
up  his  mind  as  to  the  lessons  to  be  drawn  from  this  or  that  com- 
plication of  human  affairs,  and  assuming  his  dicta  as  granted  for 
iJl  present  purposes. 

JNevertheless  on  the  whole  we  rather  desiderate  a  clear 
expression  of  what  the  writer's  ultimate  opinion  is  as  to  the 
lessons  to  be  derived  from  the  political  history  of  Florence.  His 
sympathies  seem  to  be  called  out  in  various  directions,  and  not 
always  in  the  same  direction  as  his  judgment.  He  evidently 
exults  in  the  joyous  energetic  life  of  what  he  terms  the*  hercuc 
*  age  '  in  the  city's  annals,  when  already  the  fallacious  theorjy 
as  he  considers  it,  of  founding  government  on  trade  frater- 
msation  had  been  established,  and  the  State  machinery  was  by 
his  admission  emphatically  bad.  For  the  levelling  tendencies 
of  the  succeeding  time,  ending  in  the  Ciompi  convulsion, 
he  entertains  evident  antipathy ;  his  feelings  incline  him, 
there  can  be  little  doubt,  to  the  oligarchic  reaction  under 
the    Ottimati,  far  more  than   to  any  other  rule    or    party 
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in    the    city's  history;    yet  theoretically    he  condenms  Ihat 

government  by  the  ^  Few '  as  unconstitutional  and  arbitrary, 

and  to  be  admired  only  as  a  happy  accident.     For  the  rule  of 

the  Medici  he  has  no  approval  or  sympathy,  considering  it  as 

cormpt  in  principle  and  demoralising  in  effect.     But  he  horings 

to  the  front  its  better  aspects,  its  citizen-like  absence  of  dis* 

Xday,  its  association  with  popular  traditions.     The  short-lived 

presidencies  of  Savonarola  and  Soderini  claim  his  interest; 

but  he   sees  that  they  were    anachronisms,   the  benevolent 

enthusiasms  of  revivalists  who  could  not  discern  the  track  on 

which  the  world  was  advancing.     Had  the  Marquis  Capponi 

lived  in  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century,  we  cannot 

doubt  that  he  would  himself  have  belonged  to  the  doctrinaire 

school  which  worked  its  brains  so  hard  to  devise  a  ^govemo 

*  misto  '  on  the  model  of  Venice  as  the  best  possible  consti-* 

tution    for  a   Florentine  repubUo,  just  when  a  republic  in 

Florence  had  become  impossible.     His  own  political  standing 

point  was  always  that  of  one  a  little  behind  his  times ;  too 

much  governed  by  the  past  to  dare  greatly,  too  large-minded 

to  favour  reaction.     As  little  could  the  political  wiseacres  of 

1530  set  the  old  comn^onwealdi  of  Florence  on  its  legs  again, 

as  the  Capponiani  of  1848  could  keep  Tuscany  from  following 

where  the  novel  combinations  of  national  affairs  led  her. 

Our  remarks  in  the  ensuing  pages  will  be  mainly  directed  to 
the  internal  workings  of  the  I  lorentine  democracy,  and  we  shall 
be  compelled  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  dwelling  on  those 
elaborate  and  instructive  portions  of  his  work  where  the 
Marquis  Capponi  has  described  the  formation  of  the  language 
and  literature  of  Tuscany,  and  has  weighed  the  character- 
istics of  its  greatest  writers.  This  he  has  done  in  a  spirit  of 
independence,  and  with  a  store  of  knowledge  which  render  his 
opinions  especially  valuable;  and  the  forcible  wording  in  which 
they  are  conveyed  testifies  to  an  earnestness  based  on  thorough 
ripeness  of  thought.  We  can  merely  refer  to  his  account  of 
Bante,  who  designed  to  infuse  into  his  great  poem 

*  his  whole  being,  thus  seeking  to  consecrate  to  Love  all  the  powers  of 
hiB  will.  But  within  and  without  the  unstable  mind  stood  impedi- 
ments of  every  sort,  hinted  at  by  him,  and  known  to  himself  alone ; 
And  "  ditches  crossed  his  path,  and  fetters  bound  him."  * 

And  of  Petrarch,  who 

'  created  for  himself  that  new  phenomenon,  the  life  of  a  literary  man, 
and  derived  from  it  a  fame  such  as,  perhaps,  no  other  ever  enjoyed — 
tranquil,  constant,  free  from  animosities,  and  little  hurt  by  offences,  to 
>rbich  nevertheless,  he  was  peculiarly  sensitive ;  and  after  his  death 
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Petrarch  was  the  poet  of  the  lethargic  centuries,  which  came  to  an  end 
when  all  Italy  revived  to  the  love  of  the  Dantescan  strain.* 

Boccaccio  is  an  object  of  outspoken  aversion  to  our  critic. 
While  giving  him   praise  for   his  fecundity  of   words  and 
phrases,  he  denies  him  the  merit  of  true  eloquence  or  delicate 
mastery  of  language.     He  asserts  him  to  be  greater  in  naira- 
tive  and  description  than  imagery ;  to  be  false  and  unreal  in 
feeling,  meretncious  in  sentiment.     Boccaccio,  he  says,  could 
describe  the  pleasant  hills  and  gardens  of  Schifanoia,  with 
their  bushes  and  rivulets,  but  Nature  in  her  grand  and  terrible 
aspects  was  above  his  conceptions.     The  celebrated  description 
of  the  Plague  of  Florence,  however  deserving  of  praise  for  its 
literary  merits,  is  pronounced  to   be  out  of  place,  morally 
speaking,  as  the  prelude  to  a  series  of  libertine  tales;  and 
Boccaccio's  authority  as  a  master  of  Italian  prose  to  have  been 
only  a  decree  of  those  degenerate  times  of  the  national  litera- 
ture when  academical  trivialities  reigned  paramount. 

The  Marquis  Capponi's  own  execution  as  a  writer  is  cer- 
tainly as  far  as  possiole  from  that  of  which  he  accuses  Boc- 
caccio. We  have  spoken  of  his  narrative  style  as  communicati?e 
almost  to  the  pitch  of  garrulitv ;  but  fav  from  being  showy  or 
riietorical,  it  is  expressed  with  an  antique  simplicity  akin  to 
that  of  the  original  chroniclers,  Villani  and  others,  whose  words 
be  not  unfrequently  employs.  His  criticisms,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  conveyed  with  incisive  vigour ;  and  his  narrative 
itself  is  often  varied  by  the  insertion  of  terse  dicta,  moral  or 
sentimental,  which  are  very  gems  of  expression,  but  which 
drive  the  translator's  ingenuity  to  despair. 

The  remark  of  M.  Thiers,  that  the  Florentine  Brepublic  was 
the  most  democratic  of  all  democracies,  ancient  or  modem, 
applies  to  the  working  of  its  institutions.  Theoretically,  the 
community  on  the  banks  of  the  Amo  had  no  rights  but  such  as 
it  derived  from  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  This,  as  historians 
of  late  have  especially  taken  pains  to  prove,  was  the  hypothesis 
on  which  all  administrative  power  rested  in  the  Christendom 
of  the  Middle  Ages.  Charlemagne  and  his  descendants,  and 
afterwards  the  Franconian,  Saxon,  and  Swabian  dynasties, 
were  assumed  to  have  stepped  into  the  position  once  occupied 
by  the  Western  successors  of  Constantine ;  and  the  idea  that 
the  Holy  Roman  Empire  was  de  jure  the  sole  fountain  of 
authority  in  temporal  matters,  pervaded  all  legal  and  consti- 
tutional enactments ;  though  so  commonplace  an  assumption 
had  it  become,  and  so  practically  inoperative,  that  the  his- 
torical student  of  a  particular  state  or  period  might  excusably 
fail  to  detect  its  existence. 
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The  tradition^  however,  survived  as  long  as  the  Republic 
lasted.  In  their  official  documents^  the  notaries  and  chancellors 
of  the  Republic  were  wont  to  style  themselves  imperiali  auc^ 
teritate  notarius  ;  imperiali  auctoritate  judex.     The  adage  '  un 

*  Dio,  un  Papa,  un  Imperatore/  was  common,  says  the  Marquis, 
in  some  country  districts  of  Italy  even  within  .this  century, 
when  peasants  were  known  to  have  stated  as  a  plea  for  resisting 
the  military  conscription  of  Napoleon  I.  that  he  was  not  the 
^  true '  Emperor.  To  mock  or  modem  Emperors  small  respect 
is  paid. 

The  Marquis  Capponi  holds  the  original  government  of  Flo- 
rence, by  consuky  to  have  been  derived  from  Roman  custom  ; 
not,  as  some  historians  assert,  from  the  institution  of  such 
officers  by  the  German  Emperors.  His  dictum  on  this  subject 
is  an  example  of  the  occasional  colloquial  energy  of  his  style. 
^  I  am  aware,'  he  says,  ^  that  the  legendary  connexion  with 

*  Rome  was  a  piece  of  civic  brag ;  but  here  we  have  a  positive 
'  fact ;  the  consuls  reappear  ever  and  anon  among  the  southern 
^cities  of  Italy  without  long  intermission  from  the  Roman 

*  times  to  the  resurgence  of  the  Communes.  That  they  were 
'  an  institution  of  German  origin,  let  those  believe  who  will.' 
In  fact  the  antagonism  to  feudal  claims  and  a  Teutonic  aristo- 
cracy, which  was  the  key-note  of  early  Florentine  history,  was 
as  much  one  of  race  and  temperament  as  of  reason.  The  people 
of  Tuscany  were  of  purer  Latin  descent  than  other  Italians,  if 
we  except  the  people  of  Venice.  Figlia  di  Roma  was  the  title 
by  which  the  citizens  on  the  banks  of  the  Amo  loved  to  express 
their  belief  that  their  city  was  a  direct  colony  from  the  Imperial 
mistress  of  the  world :  and  to  be  a  daughter  of  Rome  was  in 
no  case  to  be  an  obedient  pupil  of  barbarian  schooling  in  those 
ideas  of  feudal  law  and  aristocratic  domination  which  were 
gaining  their  hold  over  the  rest  of  Europe. 

When  the  denizens  of  the  city  proceeded  to  further  organi- 
sation it  was  with  the  definite  object  of  keeping  the  outside 
nobles  at  bay,  and  conducting  their  own  affairs  after  their  own 
fashion.  Hence  the  magistracies  of  the  Anziani,  the  Buon-- 
tiomini,  the  men  of  character  and  consideration,  who  looked 
after  the  public  interests ;  while,  subsequently  to  the  settle- 
ment with  Frederick  Barbarossa,  the  PotestOy  an  officer  of 
non-Florentine  extraction,  but  practically  selected  by  the 
people,  to  administer  criminal  justice,  represented,  with  little 
real  influence  in  the  body  politic,  the  theoretical  rights  of 
Imperialism. 

Busy  and  practical  was  the  character  of  the  Florentine 
burgher  from  the  earliest  times.     He  devoted  himself  to  de- 
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veioping-  the  Tesources  which  Natnre  had  munifioently  jdaoed 
at  his  command.  What  the  sheep  and  silk-worm  yielded 
he  manufactured  into  cloths  and  draperies.  For  artKdes  of 
foreign  produce  he  devised  ingenious  methods  of  refinement 
and  colouring.  In  all  European  markets  he  found  Tent  fnr 
his  wares.  Me  made  an  art  of  the  circulation  of  money  itself. 
The  Florentine  bankers  and  money^angers  rose  to  an  im- 
portance not  to  be  gauged  by  the  surface  details  of  history. 
What  helped  to  incite  in  the  Florentine  the  love  of  giun  and 
the  taste  for  commercial  enterprise,  was  the  rare  combination, 
with  this  taste  for  the  practical,  of  a  most  delicate  and  re* 
fined  appreciation  of  beauty  in  the  various  departments  of  art 
Loving  his  city,  he  loved  to  adorn  it.  Dante  might  inveigh 
against  thd  degenerate  luxury  of  his  times,  but  we  have  a 
shrewd  suspicion  that  it  was  to  the  scenic  beauty  of  his  Fioretta 
that  he  partly  paid  homage  when  he  contemplated  her  in  exile 
from  the  UnArian  heights. 

With  this  pride  in  the  beauty  of  his  city  was  allied  the 
sense  of  proprietorship  in  its  political  management.  Busy 
and  practical,  and  by  no  means  reverential  or  submissive  in 
the  habits  of  his  mind,  the  Florentine  burgher  loved  to  con- 
duct his  own  affairs  for  himself.  Imaginative^  though  not 
reverential,  he  early  conceived  an  idea  of  his  community  as 
a  political  existence,  a  state  destined  to  its  own  history  and 
position  in  the  world's  economy.  We  have  this  idea  pro- 
pounded in  the  prelude  to  the  great  work  of  Villani,  by 
far  the  most  remarkable  historical  monument  of  the  Middle 
Ages. 

And  with  the  Florentine's  civic  ardour  was  moreover  allied 
that  singular  and  marked  attribute,  his  fickleness.  For  as  he 
identified  himself  with  his  city  as  a  political  existence,  its  con>- 
stitutional  perfection  became  as  much  the  passion  of  his  soul  as 
its  artistic  beauty.  At  a  period  of  civilised  history  when  ex- 
perience was  as  yet  very  small  in  the  art  of  government,  and 
the  strivings  of  new  life  animated,  rapid  change  seemed  the 
readiest  solution  for  every  diflBculty  as  it  occurred.  Was  thare 
a  little  friction  in  the  machine  here  or  there,  no  time  must  be 
given  for  the  parts  to  work  themselves  into  harmony  by  usage, 
but  new  screws  must  be  applied,  new  adjustments  made  imme* 
diately.  Any  failure  in  the  conduct  of  state  affairs  must  be  at 
once  laid  to  the  charge  of  ill-working  institutions.  If  a  defeat 
from  outside  enemies  were  the  untoward  incident,  then  some 
new  dictatorial  committee  of  war  or  public  order  must  be 
devised  to  conduct  things  better  in  time  to  come ;  if  tumults 
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witluQ  the  wallsy  then  some  novel  metkod  of  offidal  appointr^ 
ments  or  organisation  of  trade  militias. 

Dante,  ^  quel  terribile  coetapeo,'  .as  the  Marquia  somewhere 
calls  him,  who  had  the  grave  reflective  tendencies  of  th^  nprth- 
em  temperament  combined  vdth  his  southern  ardour,  critici8e4 
and  condemned  llie  mutability  of  his  felloW^tizens.  The  pasr 
sage  in  the  '  Purgatorio '  in  which  he  describes  it,  is  fawliar . 
to  all  students  of  Florentine  history,  having  been  cited  by 
perhaps  every  writer  on  the  theme.  He  tells  the  fickle  city 
satirically,  that  Athens  and  Sparta,  which  made  the  ancient 
laws  and  were  so  renowned  for  civil  arts,  were  but  poor  ex- 
ainples  of  good  management  compared  with  her,  whose  ordi- 
nances were  so  subtly  contrived  that  what  was  fabricated  in 
October  did  not  last  till  the  middle  of  November;  and  reminds 
her  how  many  times  she  had  changed  customs  and  offices  and 
persons  within  recent  experience,  being  no  less  restless  than 
the  sick  patient  tossing  on  her  co^ch. 

Experience,  in  the  long  course  of  history,  does  much  in  the 
way  of  teaching.  It  does  at  last  dispel  illusions  and  quench 
enthusiasms  in  a  large  portion  of  mankind,  at  all  events.  The 
Gambettist  republican  of  tx)-day  reins  in  his  radical  zeal  in 
remembrance  of  the  failures  of  1793  and  1848,  with  their  over- 
ripe theories  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  of  *  Liberty,  Equaility, 
*  and  Fraternity.'  The  Florentine  citizen,  after  many  tossing^ 
to  and  fro  on  the  feverish  bed  of  democratic  experiment,  sank 
wearied  into  oligarchic  optimism,  then  pillowed  himself  on 
Medicean  popular  Csesarism.  The  last  stirrings  of  his  political 
self-consciousness  were  evidenced  in  those  tempered  theories 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  which  philosophical  doctrinaires 
elaborated  when  it  was  too  late  to  put  them  to  the  test  of 
practice. 

For  our  present  purpose  we  will  divide  the  course  of  Floren- 
tine history  into  four  stages.  First,  that  which  the  Marquis 
Capponi  himself  calls  the '  heroic  stage ; '  secondly,  the  levelling 
stage ;  thirdly,  the  reactionary  or  aristocratic  stage ;  fourthly, 
the  Medicean  or  servile  stage.  The  study  throughout  these 
successive  periods  of  the  democratic  principle  pn  which  the 
constitution  was  founded,  is  one  of  great  interest  and  instruc- 
tion at  the  present  day ;  and  it  has  this  advantage  over  the 
study  of  the  same  principle  on  a  larger  scale — as  in  the  United 
States,  for  instance — that  here  we  have  the  beginning,  the 
ipiddle,  and  the  end  before  us,  and  can  trace  effects  and  causes 
within  definite  limits.  In  short,  here  we  have  a  compact  minia- 
ture picture  before  our  eyes ;  and  moreover  a  picture  whose 
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intellectual  and  artistic  setting  makes  it  attractive  on  other 
grounds  than  those  of  political  instruction. 

The  Marquis  Capponi  calls  that  the  *  heroic '  age  during 
which  the  Guelph  and  Ghibelline  contest  was  a  real  and 
inspiring  cause  of  action.  The  poet  of  the  *  Divina  Com- 
^  media/  indeed,  looks  back  to  a  time  from  which  the  heroic 
age  itself  is  a  degeneracy,  when  through  the  mouth  of  his 
ancestor  Cacciaguida,  he  asserts  the  first  corruption  of  the  city 
to  have  come  with  the  extension  of  its  walls  m  1078.  From 
that  time  it  was,  he  laments,  that  the  leathern  jerkin  with  but^ 
tons  of  bone  ceased  to  be  the  habiliment  of  important  citizens, 
that  ladies  painted  their  faces  and  adorned  themselves  with 
showy  apparel,  that  the  portentous  marriage  portions  required 
for  their  daughters  made  parents  tremble !  Trade,  no  doubt, 
was  already  mtroducing  comparative  luxury  ;  but  it  must  be 
said,  in  spite  of  Dante,  that  the  personal  habits  of  the  Floren- 
tine burgher  continued  to  be  thrifty  to  the  latest  period  of  the 
Bepublic.  His  expenditure  was  more  upon  public  works  than 
upon  personal  display. 

Taking  then  the  war  preceding  the  Peace  of  Constance 
(1183)  as  the  starting-point  for  the  *  heroic'  era,  and  the  date 
of  Dante's  death,  1321,  as  its  termination — that  being  about 
the  time  when  the  last  political  contest  of  the  Kepublic  against 
the  Empire  ceased,  we  may  assign,  as  the  leading  characteristic 
of  this  century  and  a  half,  the  great  collision  between  those 
principles  of  feudalism  and  democratic  independence  to  which 
accidental  circumstance  affixed  the  nicknames  of  Guelph 
and  Ghibelle.  Now  here  we  must  carefully  remark,  that 
the  republican  life  of  Florence  turned  upon  two  main  pivots. 
Its  original  idea  was  that  of  championing  civic  self-govern- 
ment against  feudal  tyranny.  Its  secondary  idea,  which  evolved 
itself  out  of  the  actual  condition  of  civic  life  within  its  walls, 
and  became  paramount  as  the  other  became  effete,  was  the 
supremacy  and  advance  of  the  industrial  arts.  The  first  was 
political,  the  second  social.  Both  combined  in  fostering  demo- 
cracy ;  and  therefore,  as  long  as  Giielphism  was  a  real  cause, 
there  was  no  want  of  harmony  in  the  adjustment  of  the  political 
machine.  When  Guelphism  became  a  name  to  cover  other 
party  views,  it  was  otherwise.  The  two  co-operating  pivots  on 
which  the  machinery  had  hitherto  turned  came  to  act  in  differ- 
ent directions;  and  in  the  discordant  relations  between  the 
governing  body,  or  Signoria,  by  which  the  State  was  worked, 
and  that  curious  institution  within  the  State — the  *  Magistrato 
*  di  Parte  Guelfa' — we  shall  find  the  key  to  all  the  political 
vicissitudes  of  the  Bepublic  from  the  time  when  the  heroic  age 
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came  to  an  end  till  the  Mediceau  rule  had  put  an  extinguisher 
on  civic  spirit  as  well  as  on  civic  enmities. 

With  the  national  contest  of  Guelph  against  Ghibelline,  which 
was  an  Italian  cause,  and  placed  Florence  as  its  leader  in  a  proud 
position  of  influence  and  trust,  we  shall  not  here  concern  our- 
selves. Our  remarks  are  confined  to  the  constitutional  historv 
of  the  Republic.  The  year  1266  is  memorable  as  the  epoch 
when  the  different  *  Arts ' — trades  or  guilds — which  the  mer- 
cantile pursuits  of  the  people  had  brought  into  existence,  were 
formally  organised,  and  recognised  in  the  political  constitution, 
— when  from  a  committee  held  in  the  factory  of  the  Calimala^ 
or  cloth  trade,  in  the  Mercato  Nuovo,  emerged  at  a  stroke,  and 
as  it  were  spontaneously,  the  Republic  of  Florence. 

The  guilds  or  *  Arts '  were  then  twelve  in  number ;  seven 
being  known  as  the  Arti  maggioriy  or  Greater  Arts,  and  five  as 
the  Arti  minori,  or  Lesser  Arts.  The  Greater  Arts  consisted  of 
1.  Judges  and  notaries ;  2.  Merchants  of  the  Calimala  (a 
trade  which  consisted  in  refining  rough  cloths  imported  from 
France  and  other  countries) ;  3.  Exchangers ;  4.  Wool  mer^ 
chants ;  5.  Silk  merchants ;  6.  Physicians  and  druggists 
(Dante  belonged  to  this  Art) ;  7.  Furriers.  The  Lesser  Arts 
comprised  the  ordinary  retail  trades ;  and  these  subsequently 
increased  from  five  to  fourteen,  and  to  a  gireater  number  still 
during  the  short  period  of  ultra-democratic  ascendency  in  the 
State.  There  is  some  confusion  among  historians  as  to 
whether  the  political  recognition  of  the  trade  corporations 
extended  in  1266  to  the  Minor  as  well  as  to  the  Major  Arts. 
Capponi  seems  to  limit  it  to  the  Major  Arts.  The  recognition 
consisted  in  each  being  endowed  with  a  council  of  its  own,  a 
chief  magistrate  or  consul  to  administer  justice  in  civil  causes^ 
and  a  gonfalonier  or  banneret,  to  whose  standard  the  members 
of  the  guild  were  to  repair  on  any  occasion  of  popular  tumult. 
But  it  was  not  till  sixteen  years  later  that  the  Arts,  as  such, 
were  assumed  as  the  basis  of  actual  government.  Up  to  1282 
the  administration  continued  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Anziani 
(elders)  or  buonuomini  (good  men),  whether  noble  or  plebeian 
Dy  origin.  It  was  then  decreed,  in  consequence  of  an  affitation 
which  had  its  origin  in  the  council  of  the  CaUmala,  that  the 
chief  magistracies  should  henceforth  be  assigned  to  a  few  of 
the  leading^ members  of  the  upper  guilds  to  be  called  Priori 
delle  ArtiyrriorSf  or  foremost  men  of  the  Arts — ^firsfc  on  three 
onlv ;  the  numbers  being  eventually  raised  to  six,  and  then  to 
eight.  This  Slgnory,  renewed  every  two  months,  and  repre- 
senting along  with  the  Capitano  del  popolo^  and,  a  little  later, 
the  Gonfaloniere  di  Giustizia,  the  majesty  of  the  Florentine 
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Sepublic^  was  appointed  to  live  in  great  state  at  the  pabHc 
charge  in  a  special  palace,  whose  precincts  the  members  were 
prohibited  from  leaving,  except  on  public  business,  during 
their  tenure  of  office.     How  or  when  the  Lesser  Arts  were 
admitted  to  the  Signory  seems  a  little  doubtful,  but  the  mag- 
ffiorif  at  all  events,  possessed  a  safe  preponderance  of  influence 
and  numbers ;   and  at  this  starting-point  of  the  commercial 
Republic  there  was  no  warfare  of  the  trades  within  themselves, 
but  only  united  opposition  to  aristocratic  privilege.     To  the 
Signory  of  the  Priors  were  added  *  Colleges,'  one  consisting 
of  the  Gonfaloniers  of  all  the  guilds,  and  the  other  of  twelve 
buonuomini  (added  in  1321),  and  these  three  magistracies  were 
known  as  the  tre  maggiori.     Councils  of  the  *  Commune '  and 
of  the  *  People '  also  formed  part  of  the  government.     By  the 
bimestral  change  of  persons,  and  by  a  law  of  divieto  or  prohi- 
bition which  forbade  any  outgoing  member  of  the  Signory  to 
return  to  office  again  for  two  years,  the  ambition  of  individuals 
was  strictly  guarded  against ;  but  the  machine  worked  clumsily, 
and  it  often  happened  that  the  whole  constitution  was  over- 
ridden by  the  appointment  of  a  balia,  or  dictatorial  committee, 
to  take  the  management  of  affairs  in  any  special  emergency. 
The   aim  of  the  legislators  meanwhile  was  mainly   directed 
against  the  intervention  of  the  aristocratic  element;   and  to 
this  a  decisive  blow  was  given  in  the  Ordinanze  della  Giustizia, 
introduced  by  Giano  della  Bella  in  1293,  when  invidious  rules, 
in  cases  of  criminal  justice,  were  made  against  the  obnoxious 
magnates,  and  they  were  rendered  distinctly  ineligible,  to  ibe 
office  of  Prior  or  to  the  *  Colleges,'  except  by  dropping  their 
class  honours  and  embracing  trade.     Even  then,  Airty-three 
of  the  noblest  families  of  Florence  were  absolutely  excluded. 
The  nobles,  as  such,  were  also  incapable  of  voting  in  the  elec- 
tions to  the  chief  offices.      In  tracing  the  succession  of  these 
popular  enactments  we  are  met  with  some  difficulties;   and 
historians  seem  at  times  confused  in  their  accounts.     For  in- 
stance, if  the  Signoria  was  restricted  to  the  Priors  of  Arts  in 
1292,  why  should  Giano  della  Bella  have  thought  it  necessary 
to  exclude  the  nobles  expressly  in  his  ordinances  of  1293? 
The  grandi  certainly  retained  a  hold  on  public  affiurs  in  the 
*  Council  of  the  Conunune,'  as  well  as  in  the  extra-govern- 
mental Corporation  of  the  *  Parte   Guelfa.'     With  whatever 
practical  counterworkings,  however,  it  is  certain  that  before 
the  close  of  the  thirteenth  century  the  State  constitution  <rf* 
Florence  had  been  established  on  that  basis  of  industry,  demo- 
cracy, and  fraternity  which  gave  it  its  ostensible  character 
throughout  the  period  of  the  Republic 
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It  was  a  goyemment  based  on  democracy  and  fraternity,  but 
not  on  any  principle  of  equal  justice.  Citizenship  implied  a 
status  between  which  and  the  masses  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
unenfranchised  aristocracy  on  the  other,  a  distinct  bar  existed. 
This  citizenship,  comprising  from  four  to  five  thousand  individ- 
uals in  a  population  of  from  ninety  to  «Qt^  hundred  thousand, 
was  founded  on  the  exercise  of  trade.  To  be  enrolled  in  one 
or  other  of  the  trading  corporations  gave  right  to  a  voice  in 
the  elective  and  administrative  functions  of  State.  But  here, 
again,  was  a  distinction.  Originally  the  Greater  Arts  monopo- 
lised the  actual  power ;  whatever  the  wording  of  the  laws  might 
be,  the  effective  influence  of  the  Lesser  Arts  was  a  subsequent 
move  in  the  direction  of  democracy,  which  was  followed  up 
later  again  by  the  revolutionary  intrusion  of  the  unincorporated 
handicrafts.  A  technical  homage  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people  at  large  was  displayed  in  the  Parlamento  or  popular 
Assembly  which  was  wont  to  be  convened  on  the  Piazza  or 
public  square,  when  sanction  was  required  for  the  appointment 
of  dictatorial  baliCy  or  for  great  constitutional  changes ;  but  it 
amounted  to  very  little  really,  the  laws  being  announced  and 
the  popular  Vote  directed  by  the  Signory. 

The  sphere  of  actual  political  life  was  a  limits  one ;  but 
once  clearly  defined,  the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  any 
monopoly  of  power  within  that  sphere  were  abundant.  The 
Florentine  had  the  greatest  horror  of  government  by  un  solo. 
It  was  partly  to  raise  a  barrier  against  ambition  in  any  rising 
burgher,  partly  also  to  prevent  loss  of  individual  profit  in 
business  by  prolonged  occupation  with  official  claims,  that  the 
tenure  of  the  chief  magistracies  was  limited  to  two  months.  The 
same  jealousy  of  power  caused  the  enactment  of  that  other 
law  of  divieto  by  which  no  two  persons  bearing  the  same  family 
name,  or  allied  by  consorteriay  could  be  drawn  for  contempora- 
neous magistracies ;  and  it  furnished  a  motive  for  the  remark- 
able ordinance  of  1323,  by  which  the  chances  of  lottery  were 
made  the  rule  of  appointments.  The  nervous  restlessness  of 
the  Florentine  lawgivers  could  go  no  further. 

The  special  legislation  against  the  grandi  or  nobles  was  cer- 
tainly indefensible  on  any  ground  of  abstract  justice.  But  it 
had  its  plea  in  the  exigencies  of  the  time.  The  Tuscan  nobles, 
being  mostly  Latin  by  race  and  temperament,  like  the  lower 
orders,  might  be  indeed  less  alien  to  the  citizens  than  in  other 
parts  of  Italy  :  but  in  their  tall  city  houses  as  in  their  country 
castles,  they  flaunted  the  traditions  of  their  class,  and,  but  for 
their  internecine  quarrels,  it  might  have  been  more  difficult  for 
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the  burghers  than  it  actually  proved  to  keep  down  their  preten- 
sions. 

With  a  clearsightedness  above  all  logic,  the  Florendne 
tradesmen  perceived  that  the  way  to  be  free  was  to  be  unfair. 
They  might  have  given  the  same  answer  to  the  advocates  of 
representative  justice  that  the  American  Bepublican  Govern- 
ment after  the  War  of  Secession  had  for  those  who  objected 
to  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  freedmen's  bureau.  Hie 
Southern  slaveholders  had  to  be  kept  under,  slavery  as  a  sys- 
tem had  to  be  crushed  out,  and  this  was  the  only  way  to  do  it 
Bights  of  property,  as  such,  must  yield  to  the  demands  of  a 
h^er  conception  of  liberty.  The  busy,  practical  community  of 
Florence  was  determined  that  the  principle  of  feudal  privilege 
should  not  have  footing  in  the  management  of  its  concerns — 
that  their  government  should  be  one  of  fraternal  equality, 
founded  on  the  exercise  of  the  industrial  arts.  And  it  is  im* 
possible  not  to  sympathise  with  the  desire  of  those  intelligent 
men  of  commerce  and  industry,  luxuriating  in  a  new  culture 
and  keenly  alive  to  a  sense  of  harmony,  beauty,  and  symmetry 
in  all  around  them,  to  repress  the  coarse  disturbers  of  all  public 
peace  and  progress.  It  was  their  delusion,  indeed,  to  think 
that  the  nobility  were  the  only  disturbing  element  of  the 
public  peace ;  that  Ghibelline  traditions  were  the  only  false 
postulates  they  had  to  contest.  Disorder  came  from  the  jea- 
lousies and  dissensions  among  themselves,  and  from  the  rest* 
less  passions  of  those  below  them,  as  soon  as  the  first  demo- 
cratic victory  was  fairly  secured.  A  government  founded  on 
trade  socialisms,  says  the  Marquis  Cappoui,  is  vitiated  in  its 
first  principles  because  it  must  always  imply  a  contest  about 
the  wages  of  labour. 

Meanwhile,  the  special  glory  for  Florence  of  the  *  heroic ' 
age  was  the  triumph  of  the  Guelph  c^use  against  Ghibellinism 
without  and  within.  With  the  failure  of  the  Emperor  Henry 
VII.  to  establish  his  authority  against  the  Republic  ended  the 
last  effort  of  Imperial  domination.  We  quote  our  historian's 
genial  review  of  her  character  and  condition  at  this  period : — 

'  Felicitous  days  were  those  which  the  greatest  of  our  chroniclers  had 
enjoyed  in  the  spring-time  of  his  life ;  and  hence,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
he  derived  that  serenity  of  judgment  in  which  Giovanni  Yiliani  not 
seldom  surpasses  more  solemn  historians.  This  [Florentine]  people 
was  never  attuned  to  vast  enterprises,  which  always  carry  with  them  a 
disposition  to  melancholy  and  quietude.  Their  life  expanded  on  this 
side  and  on  that  according  to  the  tendencies  of  their  nature ;  it  was  not 
gathered  into  one  focns  by  the  dominion  of  Will.  Florence  had  suf- 
fered little  in  comparison  with  other  cities,  and  the  popular  state  had 
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here  formed  itself  naturally,  easily,  because  it  was  directed  by  its  own 
inward  needs,  because,  in  short,  the  people  counted  for  more  and  the 
nobles  for  less  than  elsewhere.  Hence  also  we  find  that  in  State  affairs 
common  consent  was  more  operative  than  force,  or  than  the  demure 
Mrisdom  of  the  few.  Looking  at  the  civil  ordinances  of  the  State,  we 
are  tempted  to  pronounce  the  public  life  to  have  been  one  of  haphazard. 
Nevertheless  the  Republic  did,  in  fact,  accomplish  self-rule,  and  more- 
over did  make  its  own  profoimd  impression,  for  the  reasons  that  its 
number  of  buorC  uomini  was  considerable,  intellects  were  wide  awake, 
minds  were  for  that  age  temperate,  the  disposition  of  the  people  was 
lively  and  inclined  to  pleasure,  but,  inasmuch  as  it  was  an  artistic 
people,  to  refined  and  elevated  pleasure.  Within  this  period  fell  the 
youth  of  Dante,  the  maturity  of  Giotto.  Florence  possessed  men  versed 
in  toil,  expert  in  traffic,  skilled  in  free  and  continuous  intercourse  with 
their  fellow-citizens,  experienced  by  frequency  of  distant  travel,  and 
well-informed  through  observation  of  other  men  and  things.  For  at 
that  time  commerce  had  made  a  very  rapid  advance.  G.  Yillani  re- 
sided for  a  long  time  at  Bruges  in  Flanders,  where  Florentine  mer> 
ehants  had  an  emporium.  Many  resorted  to  the  ports  of  the  Levant. 
And  then,  as  by  a  sudden  impulse,  arose  those  noble  edifices  in  which 
the  grandeur  of  Florence  as  a  town  consists.  Then,  also,  the  people, 
having  accomplished  the  fommtion  of  its  modem  language,  revelled  in 
the  enchantment  of  the  young  diction  which  issued  from  its  lips,  the 
revealer  of  a  harmony  having  its  seat  within  the  soul  itself,  and  the 
clearest  of  instruments  for  the  expression  of  that  inner  thought.  Not 
as  yet  had  Florence  abused  her  wealth  to  corruption,  nor  her  liberty 
to  licence ;  not  yet  had  public  passions  d^enerated  to  private  greed. 
Amid  great  opulence,  the  city  still  tasted  the  dear  delights  of  simple 
manners ;  and  the  towns  and  peoples  which  enjoyed  liberty  through 
her  political  action  regarded  her  with  affection. 

'  The  Guelph  name,  as  that  name  was  understood  in  Tuscany  more 
than  in  any  other  province  of  Italy,  had  had  the  effect  of  bringing 
nobles  and  people  together  from  the  beginning  in  the  participation  of 
a  common  national  emotion,  and  to  some  extent  amalgamating  them. 
Not  a  few  lords  of  the  dismantled  castles,  and  landed  proprietors  dis- 
possessed or  ruined  by  the  civil  wars,  had  sought  compensation  in  the 
trades  by  which  they  saw  so  many  of  the  popular  orders  rise  to  con- 
sequence ;  many  still  retaining  their  rank,  and  casting  in  their  lot  with 
^e  victorious  party,  had  allowed  themselves  to  descend  to  civic  am- 
bitions, seeking  what  had  been  to  them  a  hitherto  unattempted  source 
of  power.  As  long  as  the  struggle  against  the  Ghibellines  lasted,  the 
relations  between  the  two  classes  did  not  seem  to  be  broken  ;  but  that 
struggle  had  come  to  a  victorious  end,  and  in  the  meantime  the  popular 
wave  continued  steadily  to  rise.  When  the  government  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  Priors  of  Arts,  it  appeared  to  the  nobles  that  no  part 
sufficient  to  content  them  remained.  True  it  might  be  stated  that  for 
the  Priorate  were  eligible  '^  huati^  uomini  of  mercantile  calling,  although 
"  they  might  happen  to  be  of  noble  degree ;"  but  they  were  regarded 
with  a  jealous  eye,  and  everything  was  sure  to  turn  against  them  in 

VOL.  CXLIII.   NO.  CCXCII.  K  K 
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the  city,  where  the  prevailing  mass  of  the  io^erior  orders  constituted  a 
formidable  hedge  around  them.*     (Vol.  i.  p.  29.)  ♦ 

The  second  period  of  Florentine  constitutional  history,  accord- 
ing  to  the  division  we  have  suggested,  has  for  its  characteristic 
not  the  opposition  of  the  trading  classes  to  the  feudsJ  aristo- 
crctcy,  but  the  broadening  of  the  democratic  platform  as  between 
the  differing  degrees  of  the  trading  and  working  classes  theoh 
selves.  As  the  old  aristocracy  retired  into  the  backgriMuid,  a 
new  aristocracy,  that  of  wealth  acquired  by  commerce,  had 
come  fory^ard.  The  magnates  of  the  Arti  maggiori  were  as 
influential,  and  were  becoming  as  proud,  as  any  of  the  castled 
lords  whom  they  had  superseded ;  while  even  among  Floren- 
tine democrats  a  tender  feeling  was  reserved  for  the  pleas  of 
]birth  and  title  which  was  refused  to  the  purse-proud  assump- 
tions of  the  so-called  Famiglie^  or  houses  ox  the  popolani 
grassi.  To  obviate  any  undue  influence  in  elections  on  the 
part  of  the  moneyed  aristocracy,  it  seems  to  have  been,  tJiat 
the  apparent  extreme  of  impartiality  was  reached  in  the  famous 
law  of  1323,  to  which  allusion  has  already  been  made,  by 
which  the  constitution-mongera  of  the  time,  bitten  by  what  the 
Marquis  Capponi  calls  una  mania  cTequalitdy  ordained  that  the 
chances  of  lottery  among  eligible  burghers  of  good  character 
should  determine  all  appointments  to  the  chief  oHices  thence- 
^rward.  Concise  and  stern  is  our  historian's  sentence  on  this 
innovation,  which,  he  says,  ^  maintained  from  that  time,  and 

*  surviving  even  to  our  own  days,  I  do  not  shrink  from  pro- 

*  nouncing  fatal.  By  it  the  authority  of  the  magistrates  bft- 
'  came  lowered,  a  result  in  which  democracies  no  less  than 

*  absolute,  governments  find  their  profit ;  but  with  the  depreci- 

*  ation  of  the  magistrates  the  State  itself  declines,  and  when 
'  perils  supervene,  it  is  found  defenceless.'  That  this  method 
was  very  ineffectual  for  securing  good  character  in  the  chief 
ofiicers  of  atate  is  obvious.  The  mstorian  Nardi  says  of  it  that 
it  tended  greatly  to  corrupt,  the  good  manners  of  the  city,  inas- 
much as  the  sqvittinio  or  scrutiny  into  character  being  made 
every  three  or  five  years,  and  not  on  each  occasion,  as  would 

*  We  would  here  <^1  attention  to  a  historical  romance  lately  pnb- 
lished  under  the  title  of  ^t)ante  and  Beatrice,*  which  shows  keen 
appreciation  of  the  social  aspects  of  Florentine  life  at  this  period, 
with  its  vivid  contrasts  of  light  and  shade.  The  author,  who  gives 
his  name  as  Roxburghe  Lothian,  combines  with  careful  antiquarian 
study  gifts  of  deep  feeling  and  sympathetic  fancy.  And  although 
his  characters  of  'Dante  and  Beatrice  Portinari^  are  somewhat  ^- 
tastical,  there  is  an  extraordinary  brilliancy  and  reali^  in  his  piotnr^ 
of  media&ral  Florence.  .  ... 
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bave  been  right  ^  oonsiderlnff  the  present  quality  of  the  burghers 
^  and  the  badness  of  the  times/  those  who  had  once  obtained 
l^eir  nomination  and  been  put  into  the  purses  thereto  appointed, 
being  certain  to  arrive  some  time  at  the  honours  and  offices 
for  which  they  were  designed,  became  careless  and  negligent 
of  good  customs  in  their  lives.  This  law  was  afterwards  made 
applicable  to  the  ^  colleagues/ that  is  to  say  to  the  Gonfalonieri 
and  buonuomini,  as  well  as  to  the  Priors ;  and  when  it  was 
followed  up  by  the  enactment  of  dwieto,  forbidding  any  two 
members  of  a  family  to  hold  office  at  the  same  time,  the  houses 
of  ilie  higher  aristocracy  found  themselves  severely  hit ;  i(xt 
their  means  of  influencing  elections  had  been  great,  and  their 
family  ramifications  were  extensive. 

The  logic  of  facts  was  becoming  too  strong  for  these  mag^ 
natea  of  the  upper  guilds.  The  i^amt^/z^  might  ally  themselves 
with  the  ancient  nobility  by  marriage^  build  splendid  edifices^ 
and  while  diligently  frequenting  their  shops  and  manufactories, 
consider  themselves  the  equals  of  any  Lombard  or  Venetian 
signer.  But  their  supremacy  over  their  fellow-citizens  waa 
not  founded  on  any  principle  of  demarcation.  Soon  after  the 
enactment  of  the  laws  of  lottery  and  divieto,  the  Lesser  Arts 
burst  the  boundaries  of  exclusion,  and  forced  on  the  hitherta 
governing  classes  the  unwelcome  truth  that  butchers,  shoe-^ 
makers,  and  blacksmiths  had  as  much  right  to  govern  the  State 
as  the  notaries  and  bill-exchangers  and  merchants  of  the  C7a/t- 
mala  or  of  the  silk  trades,  conspicuous  for  their  patronage  of  the 
Fine  Arts,  and  for  their  munificent  adornment  of  the  city. 

This  was  the  important  change  which  took  place  after  the 
brief  dictatorship  of  Walter  de  Brienne,  Duke  of  Athens,  in 
1343.  Subsequently  it  led  to  a  further  struggle  ;  that  of  the 
incorporated  traders  of  every  degree  and  their  unincorporated 
operatives;  in  short,  between  capital  and  labour,  as  represented 
in  the  Ciompi  outbreak  of  1378. 

These  two  movements  deserve  careful  consideration.  They, 
constitute  one  of  the  most  instructive  portions  of  the  Marquis 
Capponi's  narrative;  and  here  the  historian's  horror  of  Radical 
extremes  comes  prominently  forward  and  inspires  him  with 
more  didactive  incisiveness  than  in  most  parts  of  his  narrative. 
'  It  was  the  shortlived  rule  of  Walter  de  Brienne  which  gave 
effectively  to  the  Arti  Minori  the  consciousness  of  their 
strength.  To  prop  his  tyranny  against  the  force  of  the 
popolaiii  grassiy  or  upper  citizens,  he  attempted  first  to  court 
the  discredited  Granaij  and  then  the  members  of  those  inferior 
industrial  guilds  who  had  hitherto  been  ineligible  for  the  highest 
offices,  or  whose  share  of  them  had  been  in  small  proportion 
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to  those  held  by  the  upper  guilds.  More  than  this :  he  had 
given  the  rights  of  organisation  to  some  of  those  unincorpor- 
ated handicrafts  which  had  hitherto  been  only  dependent  on  the 
existing  guilds;  so  that  the  number  of  the  Arti  minori  or 
minuti  was  increased  from  fourteen  to  seventeen,  and  a  very 
low  order  of  men  admitted  to  State  affairs.  But  the  upstart 
Duke  and  his  tyranny  succumbed  within  twelve  months,  and 
when  he  was  expelled,  with  the  irrepressible  shouts  oi  Libertii! 
Popolo  I  from  all  classes  and  degrees,  the  nobles,  who  had  taken 
a  prominent  share  in  his  expulsion,  claimed  their  reward,  and 
made  a  last  struggle  for  constitutional  recognition.  The  effort 
failed  ;  and  the  so-called  Cacciata  di  Grandi  was  the  final  blow 
to  their  hopes.  The  upper  and  lower  degrees  of  the  burghers 
had  then  to  adjust  their  differences.  The  social  lines  among 
classes  had  midtiplied.  They  were  distinguishable  into  pop(h 
lani  grassif  mediant,  and  artefici  minuti;  below  these  again 
being  the  plebe,  the  rabble,  commonly  described  as  being '  senza 
^  arte  nd  parte ; '  without  art  or  part  in  State  affairs. 

The  change  in  the  number  of  jPriors  from  six  to  eight,  divid- 
ing the  city  by  quarters  and  not  by  sestieri,  and  the  assignment 
of  a  preponderance  for  this  highest  magistracy  to  the  Minor 
Arts,  constituted  the  main  features  of  the  radical  reform  of 
1343.  Of  the  governing  Signory  henceforward  two  were  to  be 
popolani  grassi,  three  popoli  mezzani,  and  three  artefici  minuti 
The  upper  class  of  citizens  was  fairly  swamped. 

But  while  the  government  was  thus  taking  a  decidedly  more 
democratic  tum,in  the  advancing  power  of  labour  against  capital, 
the  Florentine  nobles  found  a  refuge  and  a  sphere  of  action 
for  themselves  in  that  singular  corporate  institution  to  which 
reference  has  already  been  made,  the  Magistraio  di  parte 
Guelfa,  The  influence  of  this  institution,  founded  at  the  same 
time  with  the  organisation  of  the  Arts  (1267),  and  spedallj 
designed  for  the  advancement  of  the  Guelph  cause  and  the 
suppression  of  Ghibellinism,  extended  throughout  Italy:  Flo- 
rence, as  the  leader  of  Guelphism,  shaping  it  for  the  fulfilment 
of  her  mission,  with  characteristic  definiteness  of  purpose  and 
disregard  of  theoretic  justice. 

The  Corporation  or  *  Society '  consisted  of  a  secret  coundi 
of  fourteen  and  a  larger  council  of  sixty,  of  six  Priors  or 
Captains,  with  the  possession  of  a  separate  treasury  and 
common  seal.  It  was  an  impeiHum  in  imperio ;  a  little  state 
within  the  State  of  Florence.  Its  magistracy,  like  the 
official  Signory  and  Colleges,  was  renewable  every  two  months ; 
but  unlike  the  State  offices  of  the  Tre  maggvori,  it  was  by 
statute  to  consist  of  nobles  as  well  as  of  plebeians.     And  of  this 
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Terj  important  provision  the  nobles  did  not  omit  to  avail 
themselves.  They  had  the  power  over  lar^e  pecuniary  funds; 
for  three-fifths  of  the  confiscated  property  of  Ghibelline  families 
were  made  over  to  the  *  Parte '  for  discretionary  uses ;  and  they 
possessed  the  very  important  prerofi^ative  of  exiling:  or  ostra- 
ci^g  any  peisons  to  whom  they  coulS  bring  home  th!  charge  of 
inclination  to  the  Ghibelline  faction.  As  long  as  Ghibellinism 
was  a  real  political  foe,  this  institution,  arbitrary  as  it  might 
be,  had  its  political  justification.  When  Ghibellinism  and 
Gnelphism  had  turned  into  convenient  nicknames  for  social 
animosities,  it  became  a  formidable  engine  of  class  warfare. 
For  it  worked  secretly,  mysteriously,  and  with  that  character 
of  conspiracy  which  a  state  within  a  state  must  alwavs  bear. 
It  marked  its  victims  silently ;  it  uttered  its  sentences  abruptly; 
it  carried  on  its  traditions  relentlesslv ;  it  hated  democracy 
persistently ;  it  aimed  always  at  mamtaining  the  aristocratic 
element  in  the  State  as  far  as  it  could  do  so  without  breaking 
openly  with  the  Signory  at  the  Palazzo.  Its  great  instrument 
of  warfare  was  the  right  of  Admonition.  Now  here  we  are 
conscious  of  a  sense  of  bathos.  A  corporate  society  ably  orgar- 
nised,  politically  powerful,  working  out  its  separate  ends,  and 
able  to  seize  its  victims  on  grounds  of  suspicion  only,  and  let 
fall  midnight  sentences  from  which  there  is  no  appeal,  bears 
with  it  an  awful  sound.  But  what  was  in  fcuit  this  ^admoni- 
*  tion  '  from  which  the  Florentine  burgher  recoiled  with  as 
much  terror  as  though  it  involved  his  nocturnal  consignment  in 
a  sack  to  the  waters  of  the  Arno,  or  his  decapitation  on  the 
guillotine  of  some  *  Committee  of  Safety '  ?     It  was  simply  a 

Erohibition  to  occupy  any  official  position  in  the  State.  And 
ere  we  are  reminded  of  a  curiously  marked  characteristic 
of  the  Florentine  citizen.  To  have  a  hand  in  managing  the 
political  affairs  of  his  own  community  ^  avere  lo  stato,'  as  it 
was  called,  was  with  him  a  passion.  'Perdere  lo  stato,' 
or  to  be  deprived  of  the  share  of  management  to  which  his 
position  otherwise  would  entitle  him,  was  in  his  view  the 

Eeatest  calamity  that  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things  could 
fall  him.  And  the  sort  of  panic  into  which  the  citizens 
generally  were  thrown  by  the  ^admonitions'  of  the  Guelph 
Corporation  seems  to  us  to  furnish  an  answer  to  those  who 
assert  that  the  advanced  democracy  of  the  Florentine  constitu- 
tion tended  to  cruel  and  brutal  excesses.  There  is  really  very 
little  of  such  excess  recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  Bepublic. 
Opposing  factions  might  fine  and  exile  each  other ;  ^  admoni- 
tions'  might  abound;  but  lives  were  rarelv  taken.  In  the 
insurrection  of  the  Ciompi,  when  the  passions  of  the  lowest 
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and  uncultivated  orders  were  worked  up,  some  summiij 
executions  took  place,  no  doubt;  but  usually  the  very  vivacity 
and  cbangeableness  o£  the  people,  and  their  refined  tastes, 
mitigated  sanguinary  asperities.  Capponi,  speaking  of  their 
Latin  and  Etruscan  origin,  says,  in  a  passage  the  graceful  con* 
oiseness  of  which  would  sufi'er  too  muck  from  translation: 
^  Quindi  la  copia  delle  tradizioni  che  indussero  in  questo  popolo, 
^  come  esperienze  anticipate,  la  temperanza  ne'  pensieri;  e 
'  quindi  la  buona  economica  costituzione  e  le  abitudini  civili, 
^  che  pure  in  mezzo  a  feroci  tempi  lo  educavano  tuttavii 
^  alia  mitezza  dei  costumi ;  pregi  del  popolo  di  Toscana,  che 
^  sopravissero  a  ogni  decadenza,  ed  a  lui  sono  felicitsL'  (Vol.  L 
p.  190.) 

The  division  in  the  Republic  between  the  idtra-democratical 
and  reactionary  elements — a  division  going  down  to  its  very 
entrails,  as  Capponi  says — was  brought  to  a  climax  by  the  war 
against  Pope  Gregory  XI.,  in  which  Florence  found  herself 
engaged  from  1375  to  1378.  We  need  not  enter  into  the  causes 
of  this  war ;  but  so  it  was  that  Florence,  the  old  Guelphic  cityy 
found  herself  bearing  arms  against  the  Head  of  the  Churchy 
and  had  to  encounter  the  weight  of  an  interdict  fulminated 
from  the  Papal  head-quarters  at  Avignon.  To  conduct  the 
affiurs  of  this  contest  she  had  appointed  a  committee  of  eight 
citizens,  who  as  the  Otto  delta  Guerra  became  very  powerful 
and  popular,  and,  as  though  in  defiance  of  any  ecclesiastical 
censure,  were  called  in  familiar  language  the  Otto  Santu  The 
Guelph  Society  saw  its  advantage  in  espousing  the  cause  of 
the  Church  and  fighting  the  popular  government  and  the  OUo 
delta  Guerra  with  every  engine  in  their  power.  *  AdmonitioDS ' 
abounded.  Sentences  were  pronounced  at  night,  as  though 
with  the  terrors  of  a  secret  tribunal.  No  solid  proof  of  Ghi- 
belline  connexion  or  descent  was  required.  It  was  not  enough, 
people  said,  to  be  ^  more  Guelph  than  Charlemagne,'  any  dis- 
pleasure conceived  by  the  *  Parte '  was  enough  to  condemn  a 
n^an.  The  close  of  the  war  with  the  Pope  (July  1378)  brought 
these  bitter  internal  differences  to  a  final  and  portentous  out- 
break, and  gave  opportunity  for  the  intervention  of  revolu- 
tionary elements  which  had  been  long  fermenting  in  the  social 
constitution,  and  which  were  connected  with  wider  causes  than 
the  mere  local  conditions  of  Florentine  life. 

The  course  of  national  politics  is  often  affected  as  much  by 
material  and  physical  catastrophes  or  evolutions  as  by  moral 
influences  ;  or,  perhaps  it  should  rather  be  said,  moral  influ- 
ences often  arise  directly  from  physical  occurrences.  Plague. 
and  famine,  in  the  middle  of  Uie  fourteenth  century,  worked  aa. 
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amotitit  6f  docial  disturbance  in  different  countries  of  Europe 
which  ordinal  history  has  been  slow  to  estimate*  The  Blada 
Deaths  which  is  ai^gerted  by  recent  inquirers  to  have  carried  off 
one-half  of  the  population  of  England,  was,  in  its  worst  yisita-t 
tion  of  134d,  contemporaneous  with  the  Plague  of  Florence, 
described  by  Boccaccio  in  his  *  Decameron,  when  the  mor- 
tality amounted  to  three- fifths  of  the  citizens.  Precisely  at  the 
same  distance  of  time  from  each  event,  broke  out  the  two 
social  insurrections^  that  of  the  Peasants'  Kevolt,  headed  by 
the  priest  John  Ball,  in  England,  and  that  of  the  Ciompi,  or 
lowest  manufacturer,  at  Florence.  The  phenomena  would 
seem  to  have  been  connected  with  each  other  in  the  following 
manner. 

In  each  country  which  it  visited,  the  mortality  caused  by  the 
j^tilence  had  operated  to  increase  the  wealth  of  the  surviving 
who  stepped  into  the  inheritance  of  their  defunct  relatives  ;^ 
while>  by  diminishing  the  number  of  hands  available  for  work^ 
it  raised  considerably  the  rate  of  wages.  Matteo  YiUani  saya 
^t  the  ^^onltural  labourers  in*  Tuscany  asjared  to  possess 
all  the  oxen  and  com,  and  to  cultivate  the  best  lands  and  leave 
the  rest  alone ;  menial  servants  refused  enormous  salaries,  and 
they  and  others  of  their  class  launched  into  self-indulgences 
in  the  way  of  living  which  remind  us  strongly  of  the  com- 
plaints lately  made  of  the  spendthrift  luxury  of  our  South 
Wales  collierymen  before  successive  strikes  had  ruined  them. 
The  laws  could  do  nothing  to  repress  the  expenses  of  funerals, 
and  weddings,  says  Matteo  Villani,  writing  of  the  year  1362, 
or  the  sumptuous  dress  of  the  women ;  and  notwithstanding 
Aat  there  was  a  scarcity  at  the  time,  the  *  minuto  jwpolo  made 
^  holiday  and  dressed  and  feasted  as  though  they  were  living 
*^  m  the  midst  of  riches  and  abundsmce/  The  rulers  of  the 
dtate  sought  to  restrain  this  extravagance  by  taxing  articles  of 
food,  but  in  vain.  Matteo  Villani,  himself  a  loyal  man  of  the 
people  in  the  old  republican  sense,  speaks  indignantly  of  the. 
^orant  and  ungrateful  masses  to  whom  poverty  was  more- 
beneficial  than  wealth. 

Now  it  is  curious  to  compare  with  M.  Villani's  account  of 
the  lower  classes  of  the  Florentine  people  at  this  time,  the  con- 
temporary picture  of  English  society.  We  take  for  purposes 
of  reference  the  very  popular  work  on  the  '  History  of  the 
*  English  People,'  lately  published  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Green : — 

'  ^  The  whole  organisation  of  labour/  says  this  writer, '  vr^a  thrown  out 
<^  gear.   The  scarcity  of  hands  made  it  difficult  for  the  minor  tenants  to 
perform  the  services  due  for  their  lands,  and  only  a  temporary  abandon-  . 
Qient  of  half  the  rent  by  the  landowners  induced  the  fitrmen  to  refrain.. 


496         Cn,^^nVs  History  of  tlie  Republic  of  Florence.    April, 

from  the  abandonment  of  their  farms.  .  .  .  Even  when  the  first  bursl 
of  panic  was  over,  the  sudden  rise  of  wages  consequent  on  the  enormous 
diminution  in  the  supply  of  free  labour,  though  imaccompanied  by  & 
corresponding  rise  in  die  price  of  food,  rudely  disturbed  the  course  of 
industrial  employments.  Harvests  rotted  on  the  ground,  and  fields 
were  lefb  untiiled,  not  merely  from  scarcity  of  hands,  but  from  the 
strife  which  now  for  the  first  time  revealed  itself  between  capital  and 
labour.  While  the  landowners  of  the  country  and  the  wealthier  crafts- 
men of  the  towns  were  threatened  with  ruin  by  what  seemed  to  their 
age  the  extravagant  demands  of  the  new  labour  class,  the  coimtij 
itself  was  torn  with  riot  and  disorder.  The  outbreak  of  lawless  self- 
indulgence  which  followed  everywhere  in  the  wake  of  the  plague  told 
especially  upon  the  '^  landless  men  "  wandering  in  search  of  work,  and 
for  the  first  time  masters  of  the  labour  market.* 

The  same  causes  which  thus  afifected  the  agriculturiBts  of  the 
English  shires  acted  on  the  artificers  in  the  Italian  workshops: 
and  consequently  the  political  and  social  tendencies  at  Florence 
were  in  preparation  for  the  revolutionary  crisis  which  marked 
the  year  1378.  A  few  weeks  before  the  peace  with  the  Pope 
was  proclaimed,  Salvestro  d^  Medici,  a  popular  faTOurite,  was 
elected  Gonfalonier  of  Justice,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Guelph  Party  leaders  to  prevent  his  appointment  by  the  law  of 
divieto ;  to  ^  admonish  '  one  so  notoriously  free  as  he  was  from 
Ghibelline  taint  being  too  hardy  a  step  even  for  them.  A 
partisan  of  the  Arti  mintUiy  and  opposed  to  the  aristocratic  ten- 
dencies of  the  Guelph  Society,  Salvestro  de'  Medici  proposed 
a  law  to  check  the  operation  of  the  admonitions  by  enabling 
persons  *  admonished '  to  recover  their  rights.  Popular  tu- 
mults ensued.  A  baliay  consisting  of  the  Signory  and  Col- 
leges, and  other  boards,  was  appointed  to  act.  A  temporis- 
ing policy  gained  the  ascendant  for  the  moment.  Then  was 
pubhshed  the  peace  with  the  Pope,  and  the  i>opular  excite- 
ment broke  out  in  a  new  form.  The  Arti  minutty  to  carry  out 
their  opposition  to  the  Guelph  Party,  had  called  in  the  assist- 
ance of  the  lowest  artificers,  the  unincorporated  workmen,  of 
whom  the  most  audacious  and  reckless  were  the  comrades  or 
Ciompi  of  the  wool-carding  craft : — 

*  But  when  you  call  in  the  force  of  the  people  to  make  a  forward 
movement,'  says  the  Marquis  Capponi,  amplifying  a  remark  of  Machia- 
velli's  on  the  occasion,  *  it  is  not  the  true  people  that  respond.  You 
behold  a  multitude  issue  forth  to  whom  another  name  belongs,  a  mul- 
titude which  you  can  neither  direct  nor  keep  back,  and  by  whom  all 
your  designs  are  thwarted.  They  [tlie  promoters  of  the  democratic 
movement]  had  at  first  made  their  appeal  to  the  guilds,  but  behind 
these  came  the  rabble  who,  as  we  say  in  Florence,  had  ne  arte  neparUf 
and  that  throng  of  evil  livers — rather  idlers  than  starving  men — wbo^ 
always  abound  in  an  opulent  city.* 
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The  cry  of  th6  unwashed  multitude  was  distinctly  for  poli- 
tical power  and  an  increase  of  wages.  '  We  demand,'  said 
their  spokesman  Simoncino,  ^  that  the  handicrafts  subject  to  the 
'  woollen  trade  shall  have  their  own  consqis  and  colleges,  and 

*  shall  not  have  to  do  with  the  officer  who  torments  uiem  for 
^  every  trifling  cause*  nor  with  the  master  wool  merchants  wha 

*  pay  them  very  badly,  and  give  only  two-thjrds  of  the  value 

*  of  their  labour.    And  we  demand  that  these  handicrafts  shall 

*  bear  a  part  in  the  ruling  of  the  city,  and  that  they  shall  not  be 

*  punished  for  any  fire  or  robbery  they  may  have  committed.' 

The  popular  commotion  which  took  placo  when  the  mob* 
forced  the  Palace  of  the  Signory,  and  the  Priors  had  to  seek 
safety  in  flight,  reaches  the  lowest  point  of  the  democratic  tide 
in  the  history  of  the  Bepublic.  The  proletaires,  in  power,  but 
not  knowing  how  to  consolidate  their  power,  were  held  in  check 
by  one  of  uieir  own  class,  the  temperate  and  sagacious  wool- 
carder  Michele  di  Lando;  and  after  a  brief  saturnalia  of  thirty- 
eight  days  had  to  submit  to  the  tempered  radicalism  of  the 
Arti  minori.  Here,  after  stating  the  regulations  made  by  the 
new  governors  for  the  establishment  of  order,  the  Marquia 
observes : — 

+ 

'  These  measures  of  justice  were  decreed  in  the  name  of  a  government 
of  artisans ;  the  "  people/*  as  though  natural  lords  of  Florence,  would 
admit  no  recognition  of  mere  outcast  rabble ;  and  1  know  not  what 
other  people  in  the  world  would  have  been  so  well  able  to  govern  itself 
as  this,  had  it  but  discovered  forms  adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  had 
the  eqiiality  on  which  the  Kepublic  was  founded  been  true  and  sincere. 
.  .  .  But  it  was  impossible  ibr  a  state  composed  of  members  too  nu- 
merous and  independent,  and  all  depending  on  gain,  to  maintain  that 
&ith  in  itself  which  is  the  principle  of  liberty  as  it  is  of  strength :  the 
more  numerous  the  participants  in  government  are,  the  more  numerous- 
are  the  adversaries  which  rise  against  it.  It  often  happens,  in  intestine 
divisions,  that  while  some  among  the  victorious  party  think  enough 
can  never  be  done  to  keep  down  their  beaten  enemies,  others  consider 
that  more  than  enough  has  been  done  already,  and  are  willing,  for  tha 
sake  of  peace,  to  renounce  the  full  fruits  of  the  victory  achieved ;  for  in 
the  long  run  we  all  of  us  have  need  of  each  other ;  and  this  truth,  which 
often  becomes  a  leaven  of  discord  in  human  societies,  is  nevertheless  a 
bond  to  prevent  them  from  falling  asunder.  In  the  present  instance 
we  have  before  us  a  manufacturing  community  in  which  the  more 
penurious  handicrafts  make  war  on  the  workshops  of  their  employers,, 
and  on  capital,  the  indispensable  instrument  for  the  exertion  of  labour, 
snd  on  commerce,  which  feeds  it;  thus  the  proUtaireSy  by  forcibly 
exacting  more  equitable  wages,  ended  by  incurring  the  loss  of  their 
labour  itself.'    (Vol.  i.  p.  359.) 

The  conservative  reaction  which  dates  from  the  year  1382, 
tikes  us  into  the  third  period  into  which  we  have  divided  our 
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snrviey  of  this  instrtictivc  history-     It  wtfs  judt  a  centtuy  be- 
tween the  time  when  the  Priors  of  Arts  took  the  hehn  of  state, 
the  gdvemment  of  Fl6rence  being  then  formally  consigned  to^ 
tihe  trading  clatoes^  and  the  time  when  the  Minor  Guilds  foiled* 
in  their 'attempt  to  give  the  most  levelling  interpretation  to 
the  mercantile  constitution  then  established.     The  reactkm 
called  the  Greater  Guilds  nominally  to  the  helm  again;  but,  as 
the  Marquis  Capponi  says,  the  too  ripe  flowers  had  withered: 
the  period  for  effectual  government  by  the  trading  corporations 
in  any  shape  had  passed.     The  Priors  preserved  their  state  and 
thei*  dignities,  but  little  more ;  the  real  power  passed  into  the 
hands  of  a  few  able  citizens  who  knew  how  to  guide  affaiis. 
External  circumstanced  had  partly  tended  to  this  result,  as 
well  as  internal  circumstances.    The  times  had  come  to  require 
a  more  continuous  and  statesmanlike  policy  in  the  inter-penin- 
sular relations  of  the  Republic  than  could  be  supplied  by  a 
Priorate  composed  chiefly  of  retail  tradesmen,  and  changeable 
every  two  months.     Formerly,  when  the  Guelph  and  Ghibel- 
line  cause  was  alive,  the  Guelph  Party  Corporation  had  been 
invented  to  supply  this  want ;  afterwards  spasmodic  halie,  ast 
committees  with  dictatorial  power,  had  been  appointed  for  eveiy 
special  occasion  of  war.    But  now  ihe  prudence  and  experieote 
of  thoughtful  men  camel  to  have  a  value  in  the  market  which  the 
jealous  democracy  of  Florence  had  hitherto  specially  guarded 
itself  against.     Wearied  of  civic  rivalries  in  official  life,  she 
gave  herself  into  their  hands,  and  saw  her  elaborately  devised 
magistracies  and  councils  worked  as  instruments  but  no  longer 
as  directing  organisms.    Not  only  the  Signory  and  the  Col- 
leges— the  Tre  maggiori — faded  into  insignificance,  the  for- 
midable corporation  of  the  Guelph  Party  also  lost  its  power. 
The  bond  of  brotherhood,  the  *  fraternity '  of  the  Florentine 
civic  life,  chiefly  survived  in  certain  religious   corporations 
which  had  still  a  part  to  play  before  the  history  of  the  common- 
wealth had  run  its  course.  Amidst  the  machinations  of  Milanese 
and  Neapolitan  rulers,  and  the  attempts  of  French  and  German 
ambition,  Florence  and  Venice,  the  only  really  free  states  of 
Italy — republics  both  of  them,  though  constituted  on  very  dif- 
ferent principles — had  now  an  important  part  to  play  in  keeping 
alive  the  national  faith  and  spirit.     In  practical  efficiency  it 
could  not  be  denied  that  Florence  came  behind  Venice.     The 
inconstancy  of  her  mercurial  democracy  rendered  her  far  less 
apt  for  political  influence  than  the  rival  republic  with  its  com- 
pact, unchanging,  and  strictly  guarded  oligarchy.    It  happened 
consequently,  that  amidst  the  general  sameness  of  then:  inte- 
rests as  regarded  the  affairs  of  the  Peninsula,  there  eadsted.' 
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jealousy  and  a  want  of  cordiality  between  the  '*  Daughter  of 
*■  Borne  ^  and  the  Queen  of  the  Adriatic ;  but  it  happened  also 
that  the  Ottitnati,  the  sagacious  and  thoughtful  men  of  state  at 
Florence,  conceived  an  admiration  for  the  constitutional  me- 
chanism which  led  to  such  results  in  the  rival  republic,  and 
indulged  in  dreams  of  imitation. 

The  rule  of  the  Ottimati^  or,  as  it  was  sometimes  called,  of 
the  Pochi—the  *  best,'  or  the  *few,'  lasted  from  1382  to  1434. 
Taken  altogether,  these  fifty  years,  during  which  the  house  of 
the  Albizzi  occupied  the  chief  position  in  the  State,  were  the 
most  conspicuous  era  of  united  dignity  and  happiness  for  Flo- 
rence. Hitherto  personages  had  made  very  little  distinctive 
mark  in  Florentine  annals.  As  soon  as  an  individual  had  ac- 
quired notoriety  by  some  great  public  deed,  he  seems  to  sink 
again  into  obscurity.  A  Giano  della  Bella,  after  introducing 
one  of  the  most  important  ordinances  of  the  state,  retires  ana 
dies  in  exile.  A  Michele  Lando,  after  saving  society  from  the 
excesses  of  his  own  order  by  a  display  of  unusual  courage  and 
good  sense,  undergoes  similar  extinction.  Of  military  captains 
the  Florentines  could  make  no  boast.  The  old  militia  had 
long  been  superseded  by  the  use  of  mercenary  soldiery.  But 
now,  insteSd  of  parties  and  magistracies  we  have  names  and 
characters  of  individual  statesmen  filling  up  the  canvas  ^f  his- 
tory. On  some  of  these,  touched  with  sympathetic  discrimina- 
tion by  the  Marquis  Capponi,  it  will  be  pleasing  to  turn  our 
attention  for  a  while.  Maso  degV  Albizzi  was  at  the  head  of 
affidrs  from  1382  to  1417,  when  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy. 

'Born  in  the  year  preceding  the  mortality  of  1348,  he  had  in  the 
vigour  of  his  youth  witnessed  many  adverse  events ;  his  houses  burnt, 
his  uncle  beheaded,  himself  exiled,  a  portion  of  his  ntnuerous  family 
adopting  alien  names  and  bearings.     Recalled  to  his  home  when  the 
government  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Giompi,  everything 
thenceforward  turned  in  his  favonr,  and  he  remained  like  a  prince  in 
the  city,  holding  that  degree  not  only  by  reason  of  the  weisdUi  and 
authority  of  his  house,  but  by  reason  of  his  own  prudence  and  of  that 
civic  modesty  which  made  him  satisfied  to  he  rather  than  to  seem  great ; . 
80  that  his  name,  which  afterwards  attained  long  celebrity,  was  con- 
founded during  his  lifetime  with  those  of  other  citizens  more  prominent 
hy  technical  qualifications.     Maso  had  chosen  for  his  armorial  device  a " 
^J^astiff  with  his  jaivs  muzzled,  a  figure  which  may  be  seen  sculptured 
od  his  tomb  in  San  Piero  Maggiore ;  wishing  thereby  to  signify  that  no  ■ 
i^oise  ought  to  be  made  before  due  time.     This  was  a  precept  he  con- 
^'^tly  observed  himself;  and  nnder  him  the  State  wont  on  its  course 
^thput  any  patent  discords.      He  threw  a  veil  over  the   offences 
offered  by  others,  or  sought  by  soft  words  to  mitigate  them.     Content^ 
^vith  warding  oif  positive   injuries  to  himself,  he    affected   to    be. 
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ignorant  of  the  evil  humours  he  might  have  excited,  and  he  was 
careful  to  devise  means  for  preventing  doubtful  friends  from  becoming 
open  enemies.  The  Gino  Capponi  of  that  day  was  denounced  to  him 
as  having  a  design  to  change  the  government.  Maso  sent  the  accuser  to 
the  Signorj,  who  had  him  beheaded.  No  breach  of  union  ever  came 
to  the  surface  between  those  who  guided  tl^e  State ;  they  all  lived  on 
familiar  terms  with  each  other.' 

Another  remarkable  portrait  is  that  of  the  wise  old  Niccoli 
da  Uzzano,  who  survived  his  colleagues  and  did  not  go  to  the 

Save  till  1432,  three  years  after  the  death  of  Giovanni  de' 
edici,  when,  as  our  historian  pathetically  observes,  these  two 
eminent  citizens  ^  exhaled  with  their  dying  breath  that  of  better 

*  times,  and  the  last  voices  which  inspirra  faith  in  a  tempered 

*  republic'     Of  Niccolo  da  Uzzano  the  Marquis  says : — 

'  He  attained  his  great  position  not  by  the  power  of  his  houae,  whichi 
domiciled  in  its  provincial  castles,  had  hitherto  commanded  no  client^ 
within  the  city,  but  by  the  long  services  he  had  himself  rendered  to 
the  Republic ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  Florence  ever  possessed  a  citizen 
equal  to  him  in  the  great  authority  he  exercised  in  the  conncilBy 
bridling  the  most  audacious,  and  by  gentleness  of  temper  conciliating 
the  adverse.  Any  measure  would  be  carried  as  soon  as  Niccolo  had 
spoken,  he  having  previously  come  to  an  understanding  with  the  other 
members  of  the  Council.  So  that  '^  many  were  elected  to  offices,  bat 
'*  few  to  government,"  the  form  residing* still  in  the  Colleges  and  Coiin- 
cils,  but  actual  measures  being  preconcerted  in  the  shops  and  offices 
and  dining-rooms  of  the  principal  citizens,  and  the  voice  of  the  rest, 
conceded  to  the  show  of  liberty,  being  all  but  a  nullity.* 

Guide  Cavaloanti,  a  contemporary  writer,  gives  a  lifelike 
touch  to  the  personality  of  this  Nestor  of  the  Ottimati.  *  While 

*  the  other  members  of  the  council,'  he  says,  *  gave  their  opi- 

*  nion,  Niccol6  da  Uzzano  would  indulge  in  sound  slumber,  and 

*  neither  comprehend  nor  hear  anythmg  that  was  going  oiu 

*  But  at  last,  either  because  his  sleep  had  come  to  a  natural 

*  end,  or  that  he  was  purposely  awakened,  he  would  strogele 

*  half-conscious  to  the  chair ;  and  then  having  propounded  the 
^  course  which  ought  to  be  followed,  the  rest  of  the  Assembly 
^  gave  its  confirmation  to  his  words.' 

No  citizen  among  the  new  oligarchs  was  more  consfttcuous 
Hi  iWm  time  for  virtue  and  ability  than  the  present  author's  an- 
^j-^Utr  and  namesake  Gino  Capponi,  who,  as  a  writer  as  well 
iM  for  military  and  state  affairs,  acquired  a  title  to  historic 
^A^c.  Ills  great  achievement  was  the  conquest  of  Pisa.  When 
?K-v4t  j/foud  little  republic  was  reluctantly  forced  to  yield  to 
Va  ^  .(/i/1ity  of  the  Florentines  for  its  possession,  Capponi  wis 
f*,^y^J.o,4  to  the j^ovemment,  which  he  administered  with  mud^ 
4^1  kkill     He  died  in  1421,  leaving  to  his  yet  more  emi- 
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nent  son,  Neri,  the  charge  to  serve  his  country  faithfully  and 
without  flinching ;  a  charge  which  Ken,  the  friend  of  Cosmo 
de'  Medici,  observed  conscientiously,  though  not  without  those 
imputations  of  doubtful  mind  and  prevaricating  action  to  which 
sagacious  men  are  liable  in  critical  times.  But  ^  Neri  aveva 
'  goduto  I'antica  Bepubblica,'  observes  his  descendant,  ^  e  verso 
^  quella  inclinava  sempre.' 

The  Marquis  Capponi  dilates  with  obvious  satisfaction  on 
the  prosperity,  material  and  intellectual,  of  Florence  during 
the  half  century  of  oligarchic  republican  rule  : — 

'  Prosperous  years  had  Florence  now,'  he  says ;  '  better  years  perhaps 
never ;  and  here  and  at  Venice  alone,  the  fair  conditions  of  Italian  life 
(t7  bel  vivere  italiano)  seemed  to  find  development.  Never  was  the 
RepubUc  ruled  in  so  orderly  a  foshion  within,  nor  more  respected  in 
the  rest  of  Italy,  where  it  had  succeeded  in  many  profitable  enterprises, 
powerful  by  means  of  opulent  trades  and  commerce,  flourishing  in  re- 
spect of  Art,  which  was  then  rising  to  the  very  culminating  point  of  beauty. 
Then  was  begUn  the  cupola  of  the  cathedral,  and  the  larger  gate  of  the 
Baptistery  of  S.  Giovanni  was  erected.  Manufactures  assumed  the 
dignity  of  Fine  Arts,  chiefly  seen  in  the  manufactures  of  gold,  spun 
and  beaten,  and  in  that  of  enamelling,  for  which  the  Onficeria  became 
celebrated,  and  came  to  serve  as  a  school  for  the  most  eminent  artists. 
But  in  what  regards  wealth,  properly  speaking,  it  is  to  be  noted  that 
the  silk  trade  had  increased  so  largely  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth 
century  as  to  become  the  most  lucrative  of  all  in  Florence.  Velvets, 
brocades,  and  gold  cloths  touched  the  apex  of  perfection.  They  were 
in  request  among  princes  and  courts,  while  cloths  of  inferior  value 
ioood  a  large  demand  in  many  parts  of  Europe  and  Asia,  and  were  an 
ample  source  of  profit.  Nor  did  the  woollen  trade  as  a  consequence 
decline  from  the  activity  in  which  we  have  seen  it  during  the  preceding 
centmry.'     (Vol.  i.  p.  450.) 

The  conquest  of  Pisa  directed  the  ambition  of  the  State  to 
the  acquisition  of  maritime  power.  OflScers  called  *  Consuls 
*  of  the  Sea '  were  appointed.  The  first  Florentine  galley  was 
launched  in  1421  with  great  pomp  and  circumstance,  and  made 
a  trading  voyage  to  Alexandria;  but  though  considerable  efiforts 
were  made  in  the  department  of  mercantile  marine,  the  Flo- 
rentine naval  power  never  came  to  equal  that  which  Pisa  itself 
had  commanded  when  free.  In  1421  the  Bepublic  made 
another  important  acquisition  by  the  purchase  of  Leghorn  from 
the  Genoese.  In  mentioning  the  handsome  public  buildings 
which  rose  at  the  citizens'  expense,  the  Marquis  observes  that 
probably  no  city  in  Italy  equalled  Florence  m  the  number  of 
tts  charitable  foundations.  The  Hospital  of  Santa  Maria 
Kuova  was  an  institution  dating  as  far  back  as  the  Plague  of 
1348,  and  is  adduced  by  the  Marquis,  in  an  earlier  chapter  of 
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bis  ^orky  as  a  proof  that  the  old  chroniclers  were  guilty  of  some 
exaggeration  when  they  dwelt  on  the  general  demondisation 
occasioned  by  that  calamity,  and  omitted  to  mention  the  better 
features  of  the  times. 

The  literary  as  well  as  the  artistic  achievements  of  which  the 
subsequent  Medicean  rule  reaped  the  glory  were,  for  the  mo6t 
important  part,  prepared  during  the  preceding  half  century  of 
oligarcliic  government.  This  was  the  time  when  the  studies 
of  the  Bicnaissance  were  setting  the  brains  of  the  learned  in  a 
ferment,  when  inquiry  into  the  thoughts  and  style  of  the  an- 
cient clas3ics  was  becoming  of  greater  interest  to  cultivated 
men  than  revolutionary  novelties :— ^ 

*  Ruder  ages/  says  our  author,  *  live  on  faith  and  passion  :  at  thi» 
period  minds  had  become  somewhat  more  refined,  but  not  therefore 
deteriorated ;  the  corruption  of  the  following  century  did  not  make  its 
beginnings  evident  till  the  decline  of  the  (piattro  cento.  Courts  and 
literary  men  grew  worse ;  but  during  those  years  we  have  been  speak- 
ing of,  the  people,  less  agitated  by  the  passions  peculiar  to  them,  be- 
haved in  more  quiet  and  orderly  fashion  ;  when  the  government  is  in 
the  hands  of  a  few,  these  generally  apply  themselves  to  the  preservation 
of  the  laws  made  in  better  times.  At  Florence  the  Pine  Arts,  which 
had  come  to  maturity  during  that  period,  were  excellent  teachers ;  the 
artists  were  at  the  head  of  the  true  "  people,"  and  not  seldom  were  to  be 
classed  among  its  most  virtuous  members.*     (Vol.  i.  p.  337.) 

We  mUst  forego  the  temptation  still  to  linger  on  our  author's 
account  of  the  rule  of  the  Ottimatij  which  is  evidently  con- 
secrated to  him  by  the  romance  of  family  tradition,  as  well  as 
by  the  personal  sympathies  of  what  we  may  term  an  Italian 
Whig  of  the  old  school,  though  the  education  of  modern  politics 
forbids  him  to  give  it  unqualified  approval.  Meanwhile  the  next 
constitutional  phase  was  preparing.  The  rule  of  the  oligarchs 
had  been  made  possible  because  civic  equality  founded  on 
trade  had  been  proved  a  failure,  because  it  had  been  shown 
that  differences  of  wealth  would  inevitably  produce  degrees 
of  influence,  and  eventually  of  social  dighity,  and  that  though 
official  magistracies  might  whirl  round  on  the  pivot  of  bimes- 
tral  change,  yet  within  the  functions  of  State  a  power  more 
personal  and  abiding  would  assert  itself.  Still  the  nances  and 
shows  of  civic  self-government  were  dear  to  the  Florentines* 
and  the  hile  of  the  oligarchs  never  gained  that  popularity  to 
which  the  character  of  its  chiefs  entitled  it.  It  collapsed  alto-' 
gether  with  the  change  of  persons  in  the  next  generatioD. 
Kinaldo  degl'  Aibizzi,  the  son  of  Maso,  gifted  with  some  noUft 
i^ualities,  but  proud,  impatient,  peremptory,  not  generous  in 
outlay,  nor  careful  in  conciliation,  found  himself  confronted 
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with  an  able  opposition  statesQsany  Cosmo,  9ou  of  Giovanni  de' 
MedicL  The  house  of  Medici  was  one  belonging  not  to  the 
burgher  aristocracy — the  popolani  grasai — but  to  the  class  ?iext 
below  it,  the  gente  grassa^  or  mediani,  who  as  yet  affected  no 
•superiority  of  social  position  in  the  city,  but  rested  their  in- 
fluence on  the  wealth  acquired  in  their  shops  or  banking  houses. 
It  was  by  banking  cliiefly  that  the  Medici  made  their  enormous 
wealth — a  wealth  which  g^ye  them  importance  not  only  in 
Italy,  but  throughout  Europe,  The  ge7ite  grassa  as  a  rule 
took  the  'liberal'  side  in  politics.  Giovanni  de'  Medici,  though 
he  sympathised  with  the  statesmanlike  prudence  of  the  earlier 
Ottimatiy  and  worked  harmoniously  with  them  to  outward  ap-* 
pearances,  had  felt  and  acted  like  a  man  of  the  people.  The 
question  which  brought  his  influence  really  into  collision  with  the 
oligarchs  was  that  of  taxation  ;  although  in  the  measure  called 
the  Cdtastoy  passed  in  1427,  if  he  had  any  part  in  encouraging 
the  popular  demand,  which  the  Marquis  Capponi  considers 
there  is  no  evidence  to  prove,  tiiat  part  was  kept  in  the  back- 
ground, and  the  measure  was  formally  brought  forward  by  the 
leaders  of  the  State.      Our  author:  says :  •  In  the  Councils, 

*  votes  were  often  matters  of  show  only,  being  given  in  conse- 

*  quence  of  resolutions  already  taken  in  the  offices  and  shops. 

*  Official  history  is  never  the  Whole,  and  not  always  the  truth, 

*  of  history.     In  this  instance  we  know  the  law  to  have  been 

*  determined  upon  by  the  people,  on  whose  side  stood  the  house 

*  of  the  Medici,  and  the  Optiti^ates  proposed  it  when  they  saw 

*  themselves  unable  to  resist  it.' 

The  inequality  of  the  hitherto  existing  system  of  taxation 
had  long  been  a  hardship  for  the  people  of  Florence,  The 
Ciompi  had  urged  it  as  one  of  their  grievances,  and  it  was  a 
very  reasonable  complaint.  The  system  of  forced  loans  and  in* 
direct  taxes  by  which  the  revenue  had  been  habitually  raised, 
both  hampered  industry  and  exhausted  the  credit  of  the  State, 
besides  leading  to  great  frauds  in  the  hands  of  its  managers, 
and  invidious  exemptions  in  the  case  of  men  high  in  offica,  who 
pleaded  excuse  on  the  score  of  pompa^  i.e.  the  outlay  neces- 
sary for  maintaining  public  state  and  the  adornments  of  the 
city.  The  Catasto  was  a  property  tax,  measured  on  an  Estimoy 
or  calculation  of  the  capital  possessed  by  individuals.  The 
presumed  cost  of  living  being  first  deducted,  a  rate  of  half  per 
cent,  was  raised  on  the  surplus  remaining  to  each  individual ; 
the  possessor  of  100  florins  paid  6  florins^  and  so  forth.  Nic- 
colo  da  Uzzano,  it  is  said,  had  only  paid  16  florins  hitherto 
as  his  taxes  to  the  State,  he  was  now  assessed  at  250. 
*   The  Catasto  underwent  various  changes.     Later,  under  the 
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rule  of  Cosmo  de'  Medici  it  was  rendered  still  more  popular  by 
the  introduction  of  the  sliding  scale,  whereby  the  rich  not  only 
paid  more,  but  more  in  proportion  than  the  poor.  But,  like 
the  preceding  system,  it  became  a  great  shackle  to  conmierce, 
and  under  a  corrupt  administration  afforded  large  scope  for 
favouritism  and  oppression.  Nothing  helped  the  Medici  more 
than  their  power  of  manipulating  this  engine ;  nothing  served 
them  more  effectually  in  gaining  the  favour  of  the  masses. 

'  The  common  people  and  Cosmo  understood  each  other,' 
says  CapponL  The  Committee  or  Balia  by  which  Cosmo  was 
recalled  from  banishment  was  the  result  of  a  popular  vote 
given  in  Parlamento.  Just  as  we  have  seen  the  Caesarism  of 
modern  times  raise  itself  upon  the  plebiscitCy  and  boast  of 
universal  suffirage  as  the  foundation  of  its  authority.  The 
parallel  might  be  pursued  further.  The  government  of  the 
Medici  was  carried  on  by  corruption.  Professedly  a  hcHnage 
to  the  popular  principle,  it  was  in  fact  a  tyranny  wielded  by 
wealth  and  intrigue.  While — ^in  this  respect  unlike  the  French 
Imperial  regime — it  preserved  the  forms  of  civic  simplicity, 
the  real  power  was  that  of  un  solo — the  old  aversion  and  dread 
of  the  Republic  It  was  by  a  succession  of  Balie^  founded  (m 
the  fictitious  concurrence  of  tlie  whole  people  in  Parlamento^ 
but  the  nominations  to  which  he  managed  to  keep  practically 
in  his  own  hands,  that  Cosmo  was  able  to  override  the  official 
Signoria.  Nevertheless  he  died  carrying  to  his  grave  the 
title  of  *  Father  of  his  country  ; '  and  these  are  the  reflections 
which  our  author  passes  on  his  rule: — 

*  True,  the  minds  of  the  people  became  degraded  during  that  time 
•of  peace ;  the  favours  of  the  house  of  Medici  were  not  dispensed  with- 
t)ut  corruption ;  but  this  remained  of  the  ancient  popular  State,  that 
there  was  no  princedom,  no  coiirt,  no  armed  guard  surrounding  the 
<^ief,  no  abject  service,  no  enforced  silence.  Cosmo,  secure  of  the 
State  by  dint  of  keeping  in  his  own  hands  the  appointments  to  magis- 
tracies and  the  imposts,  let  things  go  their  own  way  in  other  matters, 
and  h^  administered  through  the  Colleges  nnd  Councils,  whose  authoritj 
was  by  no  means  vain.  The  people  saw  the  magisterial  forms  un- 
•changed,  and  instead  of  belonginiz:,  as  heretofore,  to  whichever  factioo 
violence  might  place  uppermost,  depending  on  a  house  which  the  people 
itself  had  raised  to  power,  and  which  served  it  as  a  safeguard  against 
its  adversaries  and  against  its  own  intemperance.' 

Lorenzo's  government  was  much  more  of  a  sovereignty  in 
form  than  that  of  his  grandfather  had  been,  though  ne  too 
shunned  the  monarchical  state.  His  Council  of  Seventy  was 
made  to  absorb  into  itself  all  the  authority  of  the  ancient 
magistrates,  and  by  excluding  every  show  of  free  election, 
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*  did  worse  than  oppress  liberty,  it  discredited  it.'  These  are 
the  words  of  the  Marquis  Gapponi,  in  an  able  treatise  which 
he  contributed  some  years  ago  to  the  *  Archivio  Storico 
'  Italiano/  a  collection  of  historical  documents  edited  and 
annotated  by  himself  and  some  literary  colleagues.  To  those 
who  have  opportunity  to  study  it,  we  would  commend  some 
other  remarks  in  this  treatise  bearing  upon  that  very  curious 
phenomenon,  the  survival  and  increase  of  a  free  republican 
spirit  among  the  Florentines  throughout  the  period  of  Medicean 
supremacy,  till  at  the  latest  moment  of  the  Republic's  existence 
it  declared  itself  with  a  persistency,  a  heroic  self-sacrifice  which 
render  the  siege  of  Florence  perhaps  the  noblest  episode  in 
the  nation's  annals.  Twice  this  craving  for  civic  indepeui- 
dence  asserted  itself;  first,  when  the  Dominican  preacher 
Savonarola  came  to  the  head  of  affairs  after  Lorenzo's  death. . 
Nearly  sixty  years  of  Medicean  rule  had  then  given  men  time 
for  reflection,  and  the  Friar  found  widely  spread  among  his 
contemporaries  an  admiration  of  Venetian  institutions,  taking 
shape  in  the  conception  of  a  Grand  Council  which  was  to 
represent  all  classes  of  citizens.  He  also  found  another  instru*- 
ment  to  his  hand,  which  was  more  congenial  to  his  own  in- 
stincts than  any  constitutional  machinery.  The  old  co-opera- 
tive element  of  the  popular  sovereignty,  driven  from  the  state 
offices,  had  enshrined  itself  in  the  devotional  confraternities ; 
and  by  a  singular  turn  of  human  sentiment,  a  sort  of  religious 
revivalism  was  taking  hold  of  people's  minds  even  in  sarcastic 
lightminded  Florence.  The  *  penitence  preachers '  were  making 
their  mark  in  a  sceptical  age. 

Savonarola  was  a  man  of  essentiallv  Italian  mind  in  religion: 
a  moral  reformer,  not  a  theological  innovator.     He  was  also  a» 
man  of  the  people.     He  saw  that  the  rampant  vices  of  the- 
day  were  engendered  in  high  places:  in  adopting  the  scheme- 
of  the  Grand  Council  as  the  expression  of  the  popular  thought 
and. will,  he  connected  with  it  the  idea  of  direct  theocratic 
allegiance.     His  death,  brought  about  by  the  jealousies  and 
fears  of  the  Church,  did  not  extinguish   the  theocratic  en- 
thusiasm he  had  inspired,  but  it  weakened  it  by  the  loss  of 
an  efficient  leader ;  and  the  Grand  Council,  without  a  popular 
prophet  to  back  it,  proved  but  an  awkward  instrument  o£* 
government. 

This  notable  institution,  which  continued  with  more  or  less; 
modification  to  be  the  panacea  of  patriotic  visionaries  even^ 
after  the  Kepublic's  final  extinction,  was  taken  in  idea  fronw 
the  Maggior  Consiglio  of  Venice ;  but  whereas  in  the  Kepublic 
of  the  Adriatic,  citizenship  was  equivalent  to  nobility,  another 
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qualification  had  to  be  devised  for  democratic  Florence ;  and  it 
was  ordained  that  the  title  of  admission  to  the  Grand  Council 
should  be  membership  of  any  of  the  families  which  had  been 
in  the  greater  oflBces  of  state,  either  under  the  Medici  or  under 
the  previous  free  constitution — the  *  beneficed,'  as  they  were 
called.  Bv  this  arrangement  about  three-fourths  of  the  Arti 
maggiori  were  admitted,  and  one-fourth  of  the  Arti  minori—% 
mixture  certainly  not  too  democratic:  a  Senate  of  eigbty 
members,  changeable  every  half  year,  was  appointed  by  the 
Council,  whose  own  members  were  elected  for  life,  and  were 
nominally  as  many  as  two  thousand,  about  half  of  whom  actu- 
ally took  their  seats.  What  the  Council  wanted  to  make  it 
efficient,  was  some  concentrated  authority  to  prepare  laws  and 
ensure  their  discussion.  An  assembly  of  from  one  to  two  thou- 
sand members  could  talk  vaguely,  but  it  could  hardly  debate 
closdy,  or  decide  promptly.  The  institution  of  the  Gonfalonie- 
rate  for  life,  under  Piero  Soderini,  seemed  for  a  short  time  to 
supply  this  want  of  a  vigorous  initiative.  During  the  ten  years 
that  Soderini  held  office,  *  Florence,'  says  the  Marquis,  *  was 

*  governed  by  a  better  constitution  tlian  it  had  ever  previously 

*  possessed.     There  was  no  eager  strife  of  parties  within  her 

*  walls ;  without,  no  complicated  difficulties  to  contend  with/ 
Soderini  was  virtuous  and  moderate  in  temper.  But  the  Me- 
dici, though  without  an  active  party  in  the  city,  reaped  the 
advantage  of  the  general  relaxation  which  had  come  over  party 
feeling.  The  old  fraternities  of  commerce  had  decayed ;  in- 
-dustry  ministered  to  the  luxury  of  courts  rather  than  to  private 
enterprise ;  letters  depended  on  the  great  and  their  patronage, 
and  had  lost  their  earlier  originality  ;  *  avere  h  Stato '  was  no 
longer  the  partisan  passion  with  the  Florentine  that  it  had  once 
been ;  he  liked  to  have  a  voice  in  the  Council,  but  rather  hy 
way  of  fashion  and  prestige  than  from  any  active  interest  in 
^vic  concerns.  *  Palie  •  e  pane '  was  a  cry  which  occasionally 
testified  how  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt  had  left  their  reminis- 
-cences  among  the  people. 

When  on  the  re-establishment  of  the  power  of  the  Medici 
•over  Florence  in  1513,  Cardinal  Giulio  (afterwards  Pope  Cle- 
ment VIL)  undertook  the  guardianship  of  the  State  for  the 
young  Lorenzo,  grandson  of  *the  Magnificent,'  the  crafty 
churchman  wished  still  to  give  the  citizens  the  show  of  popular 
institutions,  and  invited  schemes  from  theoretic  pubhcists  on 
all  hands.     Even  the  remnant  of  Savonarola's  followers  were 


•  PalUy  the  Medicean  party  cry,  from  the  armorial  bearings  of  the 
family. 
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allowed  to  suggest  their  nostrums.  The  Grraiid  Council  bad 
been  abolished  on  the  downfall  of  Soderini ;  but  the  Cardinal 
a  few  years  later  had  a  design,  real  or  pretended,  of  restoring 
this  popular  institution.  One  thing  the  mind  of  the  people 
seemed  set  against,  and  that  was  any  idea  of  calling  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  old  oligarchical  party  again  to  the  front.  The 
notion  of  broad  representative  institutions  had  been  eagerly 
canght  up ;  and  even  after  the  final  collapse  of  the  Kepublic, 
patriotic  visionaries,  like  Donate  Giannotti,  continued  to  discuss 
the  possibility  of  a  Governo  misto,  in  which  the  Grand  Council 
should  represent,  not  as  heretofore,  the  official  or  *  beneficed ' 
families  of  Florence  only,  but  also  the  feudal  patriciate,  the 
Grandij  so  jealously  excluded  from  the  privileges  of  citizenship 
by  the  old  Constitution. 

The  sack  of  Kome,  and  the  imprisonment  of  Pope  Clement 
VII.  in  1527,  afforded*  the  last  real  opportunity  for  putting 
patriotic  dreams  in  execution.  This  time  the  impulse  was 
very  ardent.  It  was  evident  that  despotism,  if  now  tri- 
umphant,  would  extinguish  not  only  the  democratic  liberties, 
but  the  political  independence,  of  Florence.  The  first  Medici 
had,  at  all  events,  been  masters  on  their  own  foundation :  the 
new  princelings  would  be  vassals  of  Spain  or  of  the  Pope ;  so 
much  the  rule  of  Leo  X.  and  of  Clement  VII.  had  taught 
the  Florentines. 

There  is  a  grand  simpUcity  in  the  Marquis  Capponi's  narra- 
tive  of  the  siege  of  Florence  and  the  heroic  efforts  of  her  last 
defenders  to  preserve  her  liberty.  VPTiile  all  Italy  looked  on 
with  admiration  at  the  dying  struggles  of  the  Bepublic,  the 
complications  in  which  her  resistance  involved  the  Pope, 
seemed  as  inextricable  as  they  were  shameful.     '  I  wish  Flo- 

*  rence  had  never  existed ! '  he  might  well  exclaim,  in  the 
petulance  of  despair. 

^  Non  fu  da  quel  tempo  la  professione  repubblicana  che  una 
'  memoria  e  un  sentimento,'  says  our  historian,  speaking  of 
the  time  when  Cosmo,  son  of  Giovanni  of  the  Black  Bands, 
became  *  Grand  Duke '  of  Florence.  Adding  shortly  after- 
wards, *  Ma  tutto  un  popolo  educato  nei  pensieri  di  liberty,  era 
'  impossibile  che   di   subito   si  addottrinasse  alia  ubbidienza ; 

*  muto   la  vita,  ma  I'uomo  antico  qualche  rifugio  lo  trovava 

*  sempre.'  And  this  refuge — which  under  the  first  Medicean 
rule  the  democratic  socialism  of  the  Florentines  had  found 
in  the  religious  confraternities — ^they  were  now  reduced  to 
accept  in  the  literary  academies  which  rapidly  extended  through 
Italy.  Devotional  confraternities  also  survived,  and  certain 
political  interests  were  occasionally  mixed  up  both  with  them 
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and  with  the   literary  academies.     Old  traditions,  too,  long 
survived.     *  A  hundred  years  ago,'  says  the  Marquis  Capponi, 

*  there  were  still  families  calling  themselves  Guelphs  or  Ghibd- 

*  lines,  according  as  their  sympathies  inclined  them  more  to 

*  Kome  or  to  Vienna.'    (Vol.  ii  p.  492.) 

And  now,  leaving  the  lessons  of  the  Florentine  democracy,  as 
such,  to  be  drawn  from  the  facts  and  remarks  already  noted, 
what  is  the  conclusion  we  arrive  at  from  the  political  existence 
of  the  Republic,  as  regards  the  larger  fortunes  of  the  Penin- 
sula? Did  she,  or  did  she  not,  advance  the  cause  of  national 
independence?  In  a  geographical  and  political  sense  she 
certainly  did  not.  Her  vivacity,  her  self-will,  her  indomitable 
independence,  gave  her  a  life  apart,  and  she  had  not  insight  to 
sacrifice  that  life  to  wider  interests.  She  was,  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied, a  powerful  instrument  in  baffling  every  attempt  to  found 
a  united  Italy,  which  the  ambition  of  provincial  magnates  was 
from  time  to  time  making  in  blind  conformity  with  the  instincts 

fradually  at  work  in  consolidating  other  nations  of  Europe, 
'lorence,  in  <;onjunction  with  Venice,  took  care  that  no  real 
mastery  should  be  achieved  by  Naples  or  by  Milan ;  and  prided 
herself  on  her  own  acuteness  in  inventing  the  maxim  of  the 

*  balance  of  power'  by  which  the  separate  states  of  the  Pen- 
insula were  held  in  jealous  division ;  the  consequence  of  her 
action  being  that  France  and  Spain  and  Germany  stepped  in 
and  prevented  any  national  kingdom  being  made  for  three 
hundred  years  to  come. 

One  Florentine  thinker  there  was,  deeply  versed  in  political 
speculations,  who,  looking  farther  than  his  contemporaries  erf* 
the  sixteenth  century,  breathed  a  sigh  for  Italian  unity.  Hal 
thinker  was  Niccolo  Machiavelli :  his  exhortation  to  Lorena) 
de'  Medici  at  the  end  of  the  *  Principe '  is  too  well  known  to  need 
more  than  a  reference.  But  as  the  Marquis  Capponi's  account 
of  this  extraordinary  man  is  one  of  the  most  striking  and  finely 
worded  of  his  personal  notices,  we  are  tempted  to  enrich  our 
pages  with  the  comparison  drawn  between  him  and  the  Italy  of 
his  day,  though  greatly  regretting  the  inadequacy  of  any 
translation  to  do  justice  to  the  forcible  and  melodious  language 
of  the  original : — 

*  Nevertheless,  in  Machiavelli  I  seem  to  behold  the  image  and  tbe 
expression  of  what  Italy  was  in  his  time.  Of  refined  and  most  fertile 
genius,  of  dissolute  manners,  marvellously  acute  in  apprehension,  bnt 
with  deeds  not  corresponding  to  his  thought ;  robing  himself  at  one 
time  in  the  ciu-ial  toga,  but  shutting  up  his  real  greatness  in  himself ; 
revelling  alternately  among  plebeian  impurities  aud  courtly  in&mies ; 
plunging  into  the  slough  of  vileness  in  order  to  challenge  Fortune  and 
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make  her  confess  herself  ashamed ;  after  long  exercine  in  things  of  state,  • 
ambitious  only  of  serving  whoever  might  happen  to  rule ;  admired  and 
reviled,  used  and  neglected ;  set  up  as  a  mark  to  hit  at  because  he  was 
3k  master  and  because  he  was  unhappy ;  mixed  up  in  political  intrigues 
•with  princes,  he  who  was  greater  than  any  of  them — without  dignity 
of  character  and  without  inward  strength  to  fortify  him;  suffering  un- 
due insolences,  nnd  revenging  himself  with  undue  contempts  and  hatreds. 
And  in  political  matters  he  felt  as  Italy  felt ;  he  divined  a  great  end,  he 
revolved  high  conceptions ;  but  they  were  forces  abused,  greatnesses 
corrupted,  which,  desperate  from  lack  of  means,  lay  prone  in  mire  like 
the  Homan  eagles  in  the  days  of  defeat.  Nor  was  religion  more  ex- 
tinguished in  his  heart  than  it  was  in  the  heart  of  Italy ;  he  revered  it 
as  lofty  ;  as  an  Italian  he  loved  it ;  then,  in  scorn  of  the  bad  govern- 
ment by  which  he  saw  it  debased,  he  assailed  it  with  vituperation,  aqd 
cancelled  it  from  his  heart  by  vice.  Such  was  Machiavelli,  and  such 
was  Italy  !'     (Vol.  ii.  p.  369.) 

Talefu  C Italia  !  Such  was  Italy !  and  now  that,  after  three 
centuries  of  servitude  and  division,  she  has  at  last  achieved 
JSdachiayelli's  desire  of  an  independent  national  bein^r,  what  is 
Italy  ?  That  she  has  a  soul  which  has  survived  all  her  griefs 
And  kept  her  existent  through  all  material  disintegration,  so 
that  the  sub-Alpine  peninsula  can  still  be  great  and  influential 
as  well  as  geographically  one,  is  assuredly  owing,  notwithstand- 
ing the  isolation  of  her  old  statecraft,  to  the  bright  intellectual 
fielf-consciousncss  of  tlie  Florentine  commonwealth,  which,  ab- 
hcMTing  the  interposition  of  the  northern  feudal  element,  nur- 
tured the  intellectual  imagination  of  her  subjects  as  an  original, 
unfettered  prerogative.  Let  us  here  cite  the  words  in  which 
the  Marquis  sums  up  the  case  for  and  against  his  beloved 
Republic :  *  Certain  it  is  that  the  separate  peoples  of  Italy, 
^  coming  into  existence  before  the  nation  had  taken  form,  were 
^  instrumental  to  keeping  her  disunited ;  and  of  this  crime  the 
•*  people  of  Florence  made  itself  more  guilty  than  any  other,  to 

*  future  generations ;  but  who  would  at  this  day  dare  to  count 
^  as  sin  against  her  or  other  cities  of  Italy,  that  fulness  of  civic 

*  life  and  those  noblest  fecundities  of  thought  from  whence  the 
■*  world  derived  so  much  light?' 

And — let  us  add — now  that  Italy  is  a  nation,  and  feels  what 
A  nation's  ends  should  be,  we  may  well  hope  that  she  will  find 
means  of  educating  politicians  of  a  more  exalted  type  than  Ma- 
chiavelli; in  contrast  with  whose  character  we  turn,  for  a  final 
quotation,  1o  the  Marquis's  description,  at  an  earlier  page,  of  a 
true  patriot,  the  first  great  historian  of  the  Kepublic — as  Ma- 
chiavelli was  almost  her  last — in  those  times  of  joyous  turbu- 
lence before  the  national  corruption  had  set  in ;  and  this  we  do 
the  rather  because  we  may  assuredly  recognise  in  it,  uncon- 
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sciously  drawn,  the  portraiture  of  the  writer  hiDCiself  who  0» 
eloquently  expresses  it: — 

*  In  that  year  (1349)  died  of  the  plague  Giovanni  Villani,  our  guide 
hitherto,  and  one  than  whom  we  shall  have  no  better  amongst  those 
who  have  written  the  story  of  our  nation^s  fortunes.  We  have  seen 
how  Vilhini  was  present  at  Palagio,  nearly  sixty  years  before,  on  the 
day  of  the  battle  of  Campaldino ;  he  continued  his  historical  namtiva 
up  to  the  termination  of  his  life.  Contemporary  with  Dante  Alighieri, 
his  character  was  formed  in  the  great  school  of  the  thirteenth  century ; 
hence  the  lofly  rectitude  which  dominates  his  judgments,  and  that 
composition  of  thought,  at  the  same  time  bold  and  modest,  which  is  the 
index,  not  of  easy  times  and  tranquil  existence,  but  rather  of  souls 
having  confidence  in  themselves  and  internal  peace.  Giovanni  was  of 
the  number  of  those  buoni  vomini  he  had  so  oflen  brought  upon  the 
scene,  who  laid  the  foundations  of  a  liberty  made  possible  by  them- 
selves alone,  and  who  maintained  it  amid  the  shocks  of  ambitions; 
peaceful  and  strong  because  they  sought  the  common  good  along  with 
their  own  good,  and  Truth  always,  in  everything.'     (Vol.  i.  p.  219.) 

Such  too,  we  now  say,  was  Gino  Capponi.  He,  and  tiie 
lamented  Kossi,  were  the  two  men  who  in  these  our  times  have 
alone  represented  the  antique  grandeur  of  the  highest  order  of 
the  Italian  character  and  intellect.  Their  style,  their  manners, 
their  principles  had  something  of  the  severe  dignity  of  the  past ; 
nothing  of  the  Gallic  frivolity  of  modem  Italy :  and  it  gives 
us  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  a  work  of  so  Ingh  an  order  as 
this  History  should  be  among  the  first  ixuits  of  the  regenerated 
kingdom.  We  learn  with  pleasure  that  a  translation  of  it 
into  English  is  in  preparation.  The  task  is  a  great  and  diffi^ 
cult  one— but  not  unworthy  of  an  accomplished  pen. 
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Abt.  VIII — 1.  Firsts  Secondy  and  Third  Reports  oftlie  Royal 
Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  Endowed  Schools 
and  Hospitals,  (Scotland,)     1873-5. 

2.  Report  on  the  State  of  Education  in  the  Burgh  and  Middle^ 
class  Schools  in  Scotland.  By  Thomas  Habyey/M^A.,  and 
A.  C.  Sellah,  M.A.>  Assistant  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Koyal  Commission  on  Education  in  Scotland.  Vol.  II. 
Special  Reports^  1868. 

3.  The  Higher  Education  of  Scotland.  An  Address  delivered 
in  the  New  Hall,  Oban,  on  Wednesday,  November  3,  1875, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Oban  Scientific  ani Literary  Asso^ 
elation.  By  Alexander  Craig  Sellar,  M.A.,  AdfYocate, 
one  of  the  Endowed  Schools  (Scotland)  Commissioners. 

4.  The  Arts  Faculties  in  the  Scottish  Universities,  An  Address^ 
delivered  to  the  Graduates  in  Arts  in  the  University  of  Edin-- 
burgh,  on  Wednesday,  April  21,  1873.  By  W.  Y.  Sellar,. 
Professor  of  Humanity  in  the  University. 

5.  Our  Secondary  Education  and  some  of  its  recent  Critics : 
being  Remarks  on  Entrance  Examinations,  In  substance  de- 
livered at  the  Meeting  of  Glasgow  University  Council,  October 
27, 1875.  By  John  Hutchison,  M. A.,  one  of  the  Classical 
Masters  in  the  High  School  of  Glasgow. 

6.  Suggestions  as  to  Amendment  of  the  Education  (Scotland) 
Act,  1872.  A  Paper  read  at  the  Educational  Congress,  held 
in  Glasgow,  Dec.  29,  1875.  By  the  Rev.  John  Stark^ 
Dimtocher. 

Tt  has  often  been  our  fate  to  express,  in  these  pages,  a  more 
•^  or  less  qualified  sympathy  with  schemes,  of  the  possible,  or> 
at  all  events,  of  the  probable,  realisation  of  which  we  did  not 
affect  to  conceal  our  distrust.  But  here  is  a  scheme  with  which 
we  sympathise  altogether,  and  which,  at  no  very  distant  period, 
will  certainly  be  realised. .  The  people  of  Scotland  have  long 
been  conscious  of  the  existence  oi  grave  defects  in  their  secon- 
dary school  system,  and  they  give  unmistakable  indications  of 
having  at  last  determined  that  these  defects  shall  be  remedied. 
When  the  people  of  Scotland  determine  *  to  set  a  stout  heart 
*  to  a  stye  brae,'  we  all  know  what  that  means ;  and  if  the  en- 
terprise to  which  they  have  now  put  their  shoulder  were  a  far 
more  difficult  one  than  it  is,  we  should  not  hesitate  as  to  its 
success.  The  defects  to  be  remedied  are  obvious  and  acknow- 
ledged, and  the  means  of  remedying  them  are  assuredly  within 
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the  reach,  if  they  are  not  already  in  the  hands,  of  those  most 
interested  in  the  work. 

There  is  not  even  very  much  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
application  of  the  means,  or  the  order  in  which  they  are  to  be 
called  into  play.  When  the  dust  shall  have  cleared  away  which 
class  feelings  and  local  jealousies  inevitably  raise  when  any 
question  of  national  importance  is  stirred,  and  the  community 
•of  interests  and  sympathies  which  bind  all  classes  and  localities 
together  shall  have  come  fully  into  view,  we  believe  that  a 
very  unusual  concurrence  of  opinion  will  be  manifested  in 
favour  of  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  able  and  jadi- 
K^ious  Beport  which  we  propose  to  examine  in  this  article.  Com- 
pliance  with  th%  genenJ  will,  in  such  circumstances,  will  be 
dictated  by  the  instinct  of  self-preservation  to  whatever  govern- 
ment may  be  in  power.  The  Lord  Advocate  will  *  see  his  way ' 
to  something  more  effectual  than  '  giving  power  to  local  bodies 
^  and  trustees  to  adapt  the  management  of  the  institutions 
^  under  their  control  to  the  circumstances  and  wants  of  the  pre- 

*  sent  time,'  and— an  executive  Commission  will  be  appointed. 

But  though,  with  the  light  which  the  Commissioners  have 
thrown  upon  it,  we  think  we  can  *  see  our  way '  to  the  speedy  and 
complete  solution  of  the  problem  which  has  arisen  out  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  secondary  instruction  in  Scotland,  there 
IS  certainly  something  in  its  existence  that  is  startling  and  even 
mysterious. 

Of  the  classes  into  which  all  advanced  communities,  whatever 
their  political  organisation  may  be,  inevitably  divide  themselves, 
the  most  self-helping  is,  what  in  this  country  is  called,  the  *  upper 

*  middle-class.'  Relieved  frdm  the  enervating  influences  of 
luxury,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  depressing  influences  of 
poverty,  on  the  other :  conscious  that  its  retention  of  the  advan- 
tages which  it  enjoys  is  still  dependent  on  the  mental  activity 
by  which  they  were  gained :  and  keenly  alive  to  aesthetic  and 
intellectual  pleasures :  the  upper  middle-class  seems  the  least 
likely  of  all  to  neglect  its  own  educational  concerns.  Nor  is 
there  anything  to  interfere  with  this  natural  result  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  class  in  any  specialties  which  belong  to  its 
position  in  Scotland.  On  the  contrary,  from  the  extent  to 
which  the  highest  stratum  of  Scottish  society  has  become  dena- 
tionalised by  English  influences,  Scotland  has  gone  into  the 
hands  of  this  very  class,  more  than  was  the  case  formerly,  or  is 
viow  the  case  in  other  countries.  It  is  in  its  members  mat  the 
Intellectual  life  of  Scotland,  in  so  far  as  it  possesses  any  dis- 
tinctive characteristics,  finds  its  expression.  They  are  the 
representatives  of  its  literature,  its  philosophy,  and  its  art ;  and 
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they  have  kept  a  distinctiye  place  for  it,  in  all  these  respects, 
very  fairly  alongside  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  Yet  no  fact  is 
more  certain  than  that,  for  a  century  and  a  half,  the  scholastic 
education  of  this  class  has  been  a  miserable  scramble,  in  which 
the  deficiencies  of  the  national  institutions  have  been  partially 
supplied  to  the  community  generally,  by  an  unnatural  alliance 
between  the  elementary  schools  and  the  universities,  whilst  the 
children  of  the  wealthy  have  been  educated  by  private  tutors, 
at  adventure  schools,  and  schools  established  for  denominational 
purposes,  or  sent  away  to  England  as  if  their  parents  had  been 
squatters  in  New  Zedand,  or  missionaries  in  Africa. 

By  what  series  of  causes  the  interests  of  the  Scottish  school- 
boy came  thus  to  be  neglected,  and  the  bridge  which  once 
earned  him,  and  still  carries  other  schoolboys,  over  the  chasm 
which  divides  their  education  as  children  from  their  education 
as  students,  was  broken  down,  is  an  inquiry  which  we  do 
not  feel  called  upon  to  prosecute.  But,  accustomed  as  the 
people  of  Scotland  are  to  fix  their  attention,  with  some  com- 
placency, on  their  elementary  schools  and  universities,  which 
they  have  kept  fairly  abreast  of  the  growing  prosperity  of 
the  country,  it  may  not  be  amiss  that  we  should  remind  them, 
somewhat  more  pointedly  than  the  Commissioners  have  done,  of 
the  national  degeneracy,  not  relative  only  but  absolute,  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  very  important  direction  of  the  middle 
schools.  If,  in  a  given  community,  institutions  of  a  certain 
class  have  never  existed,  we  may  reconcile  ourselves  to  their 
absence,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  not  suited  to  the  genius 
of  the  people ;  and  hope  that  some  substitute  may  be  found  for 
them.  But  if  these  very  institutions  were  a  somewhat  special 
product  of  the  land,  in  earlier  and  poorer  times,  and  if  the 
people  have  begun  to  neglect  them  just  when  they  were  most 
wanted,  and  when  their  ability  to  support  them  had  enormously 
increased,  the  fact  is  one  which  the  existing  generation  may 
well  take  to  heart.  It  is  bad  enough  to  have  fallen  behind 
others,  but  it  is  shameful  indeed  if,  in  such  circumstances,  we 
have  fallen  behind  ourselves. 

The  Commissioners  tell  us  ^  that  grammar  schools  have  ex- 

*  isted  in  most  of  the  burghs  for  several  centuries ; '  and 
that  the  ^  parochial  schools  may  have  originally  been  formed 

*  on  the  model  of  the  old  grammar  schools  of  the  burghs.'  * 
The  statement  is  true ;  but  it  does  not  convey  the  whole  truth, 
•r  even  state  it  very  accurately.  It  is  only  when  we  turn 
to  the  Special  Report,  vol.  ii.,  on  the  state  of  education  in 

♦  Third  Report,  p.  99. 
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the  Burgh  and  Middle  Cbuw  Schools  of  Sootland,  or  to  tlie 
Special  BeportB  oa  the  Burgh  and  Middle  Class  Schools  by 
Messrs.  Harvey  and  Sellar,  fumi^ed  to  the  Education  Com- 
mission in  1868,  that  we  get  a  glimpse  of  the  gi^at  antiquity 
and  early  importance  of  many  of  these  schools.  Our  buaness, 
like  that  of  the  Commissioners,  is  with  the  present  and  the 
future,  not  with  the  past;  and  our  object  in  refemng  to  tke 
historical  aspect  of  the  question  will  be  served  by  an  enumera- 
tion of  well-known  facts  which  makes  no  claim  either  to  re- 
search or  exhaustiveness. 

From  the  earliest  times  we  can  distinguish  three  classes  of 
schools :  ^  Sang  Schools/  generally  attached  to  the  Cathedrals 
and  greater  churches,  Burgh,  or  Grammar  Schools,  and 
Monastic  Schools.  A  considerable  amount  of  organisation 
appears  in  the  relations  in  which  these  schools  stood  to  each 
other ;  and  we  find  traces  of  the  ^  graded  system,'  which  Mr. 
Sellar  claims  as  the  latest  and  brightest  invention  of  the 
official  mind.  Previous  to  the  Beformation  the  whole  educa- 
tional institutions  of  Scotland  were  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  clergy,  or,  more  correctly  speaking,  of  the  menace 
orders,  and  the  prudent  regulation  prevailed  of  appointing  a 
single  monk  to  be  the  director  of  the  schools  of  a  whole  burgh 
or  even  district,  thus  avoiding  the  lisk  of  neglect  which  must 
have  arisen  from  divided  responsibility.  This  arrangement 
for  management  and  inspection,  by  an  external  and  higher 
authority,  of  numerous  schools  plainly  of  a  middle  dasa 
character,  dates  from  a  period  long  anterior  to  the  foundatkm 
of  any  of  the  existing  public  schools  of  England.  In  1241 — 
almost  a  century  and  a  half  before  the  foundation  of  Win- 
chester, and  considerably  more  than  that  period  before  the 
dulce  domum  was  first  sung — the  care  of  the  schools  of  Box- 
burgh  had  been  entrusted  to  the  Monks  of  Kelso,  and  the 
*  Bector  of  the  Schools  '  was  an  established  officer.  Nor 
was  he,  by  any  means,  the  first  official  who  bore  the  same,  or 
an  equivalent  title.  The  *  Master  of  the  Schools  '  of  St 
Andrews  appears  between  1211  and  1216.  At  Ayr  there  was 
a  ^  Master  of  the  Schools  *  in  1234,  who  took  rank  with  the 
Deans  of  Carrick  and  Cunningham  in  a  Commission  from  the 
Pope.*  In  1256  the  statutes  of  the  Church  of  Aberdeen  im- 
posed on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Chapter  the  duty  of  attending 
to  the  regimen  of  the  schools,  and  to  seeing  that  the  boys  were 
taught  grammar  and  logic.  Earlier  still,  in  1224,  there  was  a 
similar  officer  at  Abemethy,  in  our  day  a  country  village,  and 

,     •  Innes^s  Scotch  Legal  Antiquities,  p.  214. 
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even  then  prolmbly  fallen  from  its*  earlier  grandeur.  Thd 
schools  of  Perth  and  Stirling  were  attadied  to  the  Monastery 
of  Dunfermline,  and  we  read  of  their  existence  so  earlj  as 
1 173.  These,  and  others^  were  all  Burgh  or  Grammar  Schools. 
But  there  was  another  and  higher  class  of  schools  within 
the  walls  of  the  monasteries,  i^efly  designed,  no  doubt,  for 
the  education  of  the  dei^.  To  them,  heweyer,  it  would 
appear  that  the  sons  of  the  nobility  were  occasionally  sent,  and 
in  the  cartulary  of  Kelso  an  instance  occurs  in  the  year  1260, 
of  the  grant  by  a  noble*woman  of  a  rent  to  the  abbot  and 
monks,  on  condition  that  they  should  board  and  educate  her 
son  with  the  best  boys  entrusted  to  their  care.  It  was  in  these 
latter  schools,  which  perished  in  the  wreck  and  plunder  of  the 
Hefonnation,  leaving  no  substitutes  behind  tn/em,  that  the 
rudiments  of  the  scholastic  philosophy  were  taught,  and  that 
such  men  as  John  of  Duuse  ^  must  have  been  prepared  for  the 
brilliant  careers  on  which  they  immediately  entered  at  Oxford, 
and  Paris,  and  Bologna.  Nor  was  this  the  only  direction 
in  which  their  influence  may  be  traced.  Law  can  scarcely 
have  been  taught  at  the  Burgh  Schools,  and  as,  in  1496,  the 
Universities  of  St.  Andrews  and  Glasgow  had  only  been 
recently  founded,  it  has  always  seemed  probable  to  us  that  it 
was  to  these  monastic  schools  that  the  expression  ^  schules 
^  of  art  and  jure,'  which  occurs  in  the  remarkable  statute 
of  James  IV.  with  reference  to  the  education  of  the  sons  of 
barons  and  freeholders,  was  intended  to  apply.  In  this  con- 
jecture we  have  the  support  of  Professor  Mack^y,t  the  latest 
authority  on  the  subject.  *  It  is  probable,'  he  says,  *  that  the 
^  masters  of  the  schools  of  the  monasteries  may  have  given 
*  some  instruction  on  this  subject — and  it  is  certain  that  the 
^  art  o£  charter-writing  must  have  been  cultivated  in  them.' 
Many  of  the  higher  ecclesiastics  were  decorated  with  legal 
tities, — and  as  by  the  help  of  the  capacious  net  of  the  Canon 
Law  they  contrived  to  appropriate  a  large  portion  of  the  whole 
legal  business  of  the  community,  nothing  seems  more  natural 
than  that  the  local  schools  of  law  should  haVe  served  the 

*  The  claim  of  Scotland  to  the  Doctor  suhtilis  is  pretty  well  esta- 
blished by  the  date.  The  date  of  his  birth  is,  indeed,  unknown ;  but 
he  died  on  Nov.  8,  1308,  not  six  years  before  the  battle  of  Bannock- 
bum.  By  that  time  Scotus  certainly  meant  a  Scot.  John  Scotus 
Erigena  on  similar  grounds,  it  would  seem,  must  be  given  up  to  the 
Sister  Island,  as  in  the  ninth  century  Scotus  no  doubt  signified  an 
Irishman. 

t  History  of  Roman  Law  in  Scotland,  '  Journal  of  Jurisprudence,' 
Feb.  1876,  p.  60. 
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double  purpose  of  preparing  the  youthful  aspirants  for  acade- 
mical honours  abroad,  and  communicating  to  the  feudal  aris- 
tocracy such  humbler  knowledge  as  mieht  fit  them  for  being 
^  sheriffs  or  judges  ordinary  under  the  King's  Highness.'    It 
may  consequently  not  have  been  for  his  own  use  only  that  we 
find  Archbishop  Scheves  commissioning  ^  books  of  the  Law/ 
through  Andrew  Halyburton,*  Conservator  of  the  privileges 
of  the  Scotch  Nation  in  the  Netherlands,  1492-1503.     But, 
be  this  as  it  may,  the  aspect  in  which  these  schools  are  chiefly 
important  for  our  purpose  is  that  of  ultimate  schools,  to 
wmch  admission  was  granted  only  to  those  who  had  already 
passed  through  the  secondary  schools.     This  characteristic  of 
the  *  graded  system '  is  clearly  brought  out  by  the  first  part  of 
the  statute,  which  provides  that,  previous  to  the  three  years 
which  are  to  be  spent  in  them,  the  sons  of  the  wealthier  classes 
«hall  be  sent  to  the  grammar  schools,  ^  fra  they  be  sex  or 

*  nine  yeirs  of  age  '  and  shall  there  remain  ^  quhill  they  be 

*  competentlie  founded  and  have  perfite  latine.'  In  so  far  as 
the  interests  of  the  laity  were  concerned,  the  universities, 
even  before  the  Reformation,  must  have  occupied  the  ground 
which  had  previously  belonged  to  the  schools  of  the  monas- 
teries. But  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  their  existence  we  must 
look  for  an  explanation  of  the  fact  that  Scotland  possessed  no 
universities  down  to  so  late  a  period  as  the  fifteenth  century. 
Whilst  the  monasteries  did  their  duty,  it  is  easy  to  imagine 
that  the  want  of  local  universities  was  little  felt  by  men  thus 
furnished  with  the  means  of  asserting  their  place  in  the  great 
schools  of  European  learning. 

What  is  further  remarkable  with  reference  to  the  educational 
arrangements  of  these  early  times  is,  that  even  what  we  are 
accustomed  to  call  the  *  modem  side '  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  wholly  absent  in   the  burgh  schools.     *  We  find  mer- 

*  chants,'  says  Mr.  Innes,  ^  writing  and  keeping  accounts,  and 
-*  corresponding  with  foreigners  in  their  own  language,  who 
"*  must  have  received  their  education  early  in  that  century.* 
In  corroboration  of  these  assertions  we  may  refer  to  the  curious 
ledger  of  Andrew  Halyburton,  already  mentioned.  When 
to  these  business-accomplishments  we  add  music,  we  shall 
pretty  well  have  exhausted  the  bill  of  fare  of  our  modern 
educationists,  and  got  far  beyond  the  aspirations  of  the  *  Code.' 
Prom  a  veiy  early  period  music  was  cultivated,  and  *  sane 

*  schools '  existed  in  the  cathedral  towns,  and  in  towns  connected 
with  the  great  abbeys,  which  gave  first  a  musical  education^ 

♦  Halyburton's  Ledger,  Preface,  p.  Ixxv. 
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which  must  have  included  reading,  and  then  a  general  educa- 
tion, which  ultimately  included  grammar.  Previously  to  the 
foundation  of  the  parish  schools  by  Knox,  these  cathedri^ 
schools  appear  to  have  been  the  sole  organs  of  the  primary  in- 
struction, which  in  singular  contrast  to  the  existing  state  of 
matters  in  Scotland  must  have  stood  in  a  very  untavourable 
position  relative  to  the  secondary.  In  towns  like  Jedburgh 
and  Dunfermline,  Mr.  Innes  believes  these  ecclesiastical  sing- 
ing schools  to  have  been  the  germs  of  the  Burgh  grammar 
schools,  and  there  seems  every  probability  that  they  were  the 
sources  of  the  national  music  of  Scotland.  In  1579,  shortly 
after  the  Beformation,  an  Act  was  passed  ordaining  that  ^  sang 
^  schools '  be  provided  in  burghs  for  the  instruction  of  the 
youths  in  music  and  singing,  ^  quhilk  is  like  to  fall  in  great 

*  decay,  without  timous  remeid  be  provided.'  Provosts,  bail- 
lies,  and  town  councils,  and  the  patrons  and  provosts  of  the 
colleges  where  '  sang  schools  are  founded  (where  foundations 
'  exist),  are  required  to  erect  and  set  up  ane  sang  school,  with 
'  ane  maistcr  sufficient  and  abill  for  instruction  of  the  youth  iu 

*  the  saide  science  of  musick.' 

That  the  pretty  liberal  course  of  instruction  thus  provided, 
extending  to  that  of  the  burgh  school  at  all  events,  was  intended 
for  the  benefit  of  all  classes,  is  a  point  on  whioh  Mr.  Innes  has 
no   hesitation.    Speaking   of  the   16th   century,   he   says: — 

*  Andrew  Simson  taught  Latin  with  success  at  the  grammar 
^  school  at  Perth — the  same  foundation  doubtless  of  which  the 

*  Dunfermline  monks  were  the  patrons  three  centuries  earlier 
'  — where  he  had  sometimes  300  boys  under  his  charge ;  and 

*  although  it  is  boasted  that  these  included  the  sons  of  uie  prin- 

*  cipal  nobility  and  gentry,  it  is  more  for  our  present  purpose  to 

*  observe  they  must  have  consisted  of  a  large  proportion  of  the 

*  burgher  and  peasant  class,  and  a  great  number  who  cannot 

*  have  been  designed  for  the  Church.' 

In  the  interesting  account  which  he  has  given  of  the  edu- 
cational condition  of  Scotland  at  and  about  the  period  of  the 
Beformation,  Mr.  Innes  has  greatly  toned  down  the  expres- 
sions which  lay  before  him  in  Bow's  history  and  similar  works^ 
and  it  may  even  be  doubted  whether  he  has  not  toned  them, 
down  too  much.  The  Andrew  Simson  to  whom  he  refers  wa$r 
really  a  man  of  considerable  eminence.  He  was  the  author 
of  a  well-known  Latin  grammar,  which  kept  its  place  in  the 
schools  till  the  days  of  Buddiman,  and  he  was  one  of  the  four 
members  of  the  Commission  of  which  Buchanan  was  presi- 
dent, for  rectifying  the  inconvenience  arising  from  the  use  of 
different  grammars  in  the  schools.     The  existence  of  a  multi- 
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tude  of  grammars  sufficient  to  call  for  such  a  Commission  is  in 
itself  no  insignificant  proof  of  the  zeal  with  which  learning 
was  cultivated ;  and  it  would  be  well  if  a  similar  Commission 
were  appointed  to  regulate  corr^ponding  manifestations  of 
zeal  in  our  own  day. 

But  it  was  under  Simson's  immediate  successors  that  the 
grammar  school  of  Perth  attained  its  highest  celebrity,  and  for 
a  reason  which  will  be  immediately  apparent,  we  shall  follow 
its  history  a  little  farther.  Simson  was  rector  from  1550  to 
1560.  In  the  latter  year  John  Row,  the  Papal  nuncio,  who 
had  been  converted  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformation  only 
two  years  before,  became  minister  of  Perth.  His  influence  in 
promoting  the  higher  education  was  very  great,  and  whatever 
deductions  our  incredulity  may  tempt  us  to  make  from  the 
accounts  of  his  household  which  have  come  down  to  us,  we 
can  scarcely  doubt  that  they  contain  an  element  of  fact,  more 
instructive  than  gratifying  at  the  present  day. 

Many  of  the  sons  of  persons  of  distinction  who  attended  the 
grammar  school  were  boarded  in  his  house,  and  instructed  by 
him  in  Greek  and  Hebrew.    *  As  nothing  but  Latin  was  spoken 

*  by  the  boys,  in  the  school  and  in  the  fields  (?),  so  nothing  was 
'  spoken  in  Mr.  Row's  house  but  French.*     The  passages  of 

*  Scripture  read  in  the  family,  before  and  after  meals,  if  in  the 

*  Old  Testament,  were  read  in  Hebrew,  Greek,  Latin,  French, 

*  and  English ;  if  in  the  New  Testament,  they  were  read  in 

'  Greek.'! 

In  1637,  Row's  grandson  became  rector  of  the  grammar 
school,  in  which  he  taught  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew.  Greek 
had  been  taught  in  a  private  school  at  Montrose  in  1534 ;  and 
both  Greek  and  Hebrew  at  Prestonpans  in  1606.  But  the 
Burgh  School  of  Perth  was  the  first  of  the  public  schools  of 
Scotland  which  became  *  trilingual.'  This  fact  produced  the 
following  encomiastic  verses  by  the  then  principal  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edin\>urgh  which  his  learned  successor  certainly 
could  not  apply  to  the  same  subject : — 

'  Perthana  quondam  Latialis  linguae  Schola 
Laude  cluebat,  fueratque  imius  labri ; 


*  M.  Francifique  Michel  has  demonstrated  in  his  '  £!cossais  en  France  ' 
that  French  must  have  been  generally  known  as  a  spoken  language 
in  Scotland  from  the  13th  century  down  to  the  Union.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  connexion  between  Scotland  and  France  which  that  work 
brought  to  light,  was  an  astonishing  revelation  even  to  those  best  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  both  countries. 

t  McCree'a  Life  of  Knox,  p.  385. 
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Nunc  est  trilioguis,  Latio  jungena  Grteciam, 
Et  huic  Palestinam ;  omnium  Unguis  loquens. 
O  ter  beatum  te  nunc^  Perthanam  Scholam  I 
O  ter  beatum  KoUum  Rectorem  tuum  ! ' 

This  thrice-blessed  rector — the  well-known  author  of  the  Hebrae 
XiingusB  Institutiones,  and  afterwards  Principal  of  King's  Col- 
lege, Aberdeen — ^was  blessed  with  one  apt  pupil  at  any  rate, 
for  it  must  have  been  under  his  long  reign  that  the  Admirable 
Crichton  attended  the  school. 

From  these  early  days  till  comparatively  recent  times,  though 
it  certainly  made  no  progress,  the  Grammar  School  of  Perth 
maintained  a  respectable  character.  When  Adam  Ferguson 
attended  it  (about  1733  to  1738),  the  rector  was  Mr.  James 
Martin,  a  distinguished  teacher,  we  are  told,  justly  proud  of 
having  instructed  the  great  Loi*d  Mansfield*  That  he  instructed 
him  well  was  afterwards  proved  at  Westminster  and  at  Oxford ; 
but  it  does  not  say  much  for  the  condition  of  the  school  that 
when  Ferguson  entered  the  University  of  St.  Andrews,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen,  he  is  said  to  have  carried  neither  Greek  nor 
mathematics  along  with  him.* 

With  these  notanda  to  guide  us  to  a  conception  of  its  former 
condition,  let  us  now  turn  to  the  picture  of  the  present  state  of 
this  venerable  institution,  as  we  find  it  in  the  pages  of  the 
Report.  All  that  wc  learn  of  its  recent  history  is  that  the  school 

*  was  extended  and  improved,  particularly  in  1760,  when  the 

*  mathematical  and  scientific  departments  were  annexed ;  and 

*  that  in  1806,  a  large  and  handsome  new  building  was  erected 

*  by  subscription  for  the  accommodation  of  all  the  classes,  at  an 

*  expense  of  upwards  of  6,000/.'  At  this  period  a  really  vigorous 
effort  seems  to  have  been  made  for  the  revival  of  the  school. 
The  ground  on  which  the  still  handsome  buildings  stand  was 
generously  presented  to  the  public  by  the  then  provost,  and  in 
his  deed  he  makes  provision  for  the  building  in  course  of  time 
becoming  too  small  for  the  accommodation  of  the  schools  of  the 
burgh.  But  it  was  an  expiring  effort :  the  good  provost  Mar- 
shall had  no  successor,  and  the  seventy  years  which  have 
since  intervened  exhibit  nothing  but  steady,  and  latterly  rapid, 
retrogression.  As  usual  in  Scotland,  the  Town  Council  are 
the  parties  most  immediately  to  blame,  and  justly  figure  as  the 
chief  villains  in  the  piece.  Still  one  can  scarcely  regard,  with- 
out feelings  of  indignation  and  contempt,  a  whole  community 
fitting  listlessly  by  and  beholding,  for  so  long  a  time,  the 
destruction  of  an  institution  which  their  ancestors  bequeathed 

•  Edinburgh  Review,  January,  1867,  p.  57. 
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to  them  for  their  intellectual  and  moral  caltare.  The  spectacle, 
alaSy  is  not  a  solitary  one ;  and  we  have  selected  P^th  only 
because  it  seems  to  us  a  somewhat  striking  instance  of  a  histcny 
which  we  cannot  repeat. 

*  The  Common  Good  of  the  city,  which  at  one  time  amounted  to  a 
large  sum,  was,  a  considerable  number  of  years  ago,  mortgaged  to 
meet  the  liabilitieK  of  the  Tay  Narigation  Commission,  for  which  the 
city  of  Perth  became  security ;  and  the  city  in  1849  obtained  an  Act 
of  Parliament  to  compound  with  their  creditors.  As  a  large  portion 
of  the  Common  Good  was  probably  originally  acquired,  inter  alia,  for 
educational  purposes,  the  Town  Council  always  paid  for  repairs  on  the 
building,  taxes,  salaries  to  the  teachers,  advertising,  prizes,  etc^  to 
the  extent  of  above  600/.  per  annum.  In  1849,  it  was  644/.  10«.  5^ 
But  several  of  the  salaries  have  been  withdrawn,  on  the  ground  c^ 
there  not  being  a  legal  obligation,  and  the  town  has  also  ceased  to 
advertise  the  institution  or  to  give  anything  for  prizes  or  apparatus.. 
The  amount  expended  last  year  by  the  town  was  only  308/.  Is.  Id. 
The  town  is  to  pay  annually  200/.,  being  the  amoimt  of  the  existing 
salaries ;  but  aver  that  these  are  personal  to  the  present  incumbents 
only  and  not  exigible  further,'  * 

As  there  is  no  other  endowment  besides  this  paltry  and  dis- 
puted 200{.y  the  school  is  dependent  almost  wholly  on  fees. 
Here  is  a  list  of  the  teachers,  minus  the  assistants  in  the  Acad- 
emy  and  Grammar  School,  who  have  been  nipped  off  within  tlte 
last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  with  their  net  emoluments : — 

£  s.  rf. 
Thomas  Miller,  M.A.  (St.  And.),  LLJD.  (St.  And. 

and  Aber.),  F.R.S.,  Edinburgh,  Rector        .         .  260  0  0 

William  D.  Steele,  Rector  of  Grammar  School         .  206  0  0 

A.  B.  Smith,  LL.D.,  English  Master,  1868       .         .  350  0  0 

James  G.  Greig,  Writing  and  Arithmetic  Master,  ditto  395  0  0 

Wra.  Brown,  Drawing  Master,  ditto         .         .         .  205  0  0 

Carl  Fleckstein,  Modem  Languages  Master,  ditto     .  260  0  0 

These  sums  considerably  exceed  those  returned  to  the 
Special  Commissioners  in  1868,  and  do  not  seem  to  take 
account  of  incidental  expenses  to  which  the  teachers  were,  and, 
unless  relieved  by  the  School  Board,  are  still  subjected,  for 
apparatus,  prizes,  assistants,  &c.  These  fell  6o  heavily  on  the 
Rector  of  the  Academy,  or  mathematical  department,  that  his 
whole  emoluments,  as  stated  in  the  latter  report,  amounted  to 
195/.  10^.  The  masters  not  only  have  no  houses  of  their 
own,  but  even  the  repairs  of  the  building  were  permitted  to 
fall  on  them ;  and  the  Commissioners  found  a  broken  vnndow 
in  one  of  the  class  rooms,  which  had  been  in  that  condition  for 
a  year. 

•  Second  Report,  p.  504. 
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In  what  state  then,  our  readers  may  well  ask,  did  the 
Special  Commissioners  find  the  teaching  in  such  a  school  as 
'this  ?  They  found  the  mathematical  and  physical  teaching 
excellent,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  a  rector  of  unusual  ability 
«uid  still  more  unusual  self-denial.  On  this  subject  a  higher 
authority  thim  the  Commissioners,  Professor  Kelhmd,  said  in 
bis  evidence  *  that  from  no  academy  have  so  many  earned  high 
^  distinction  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  as  from  the  Perth 
"*  Academy ; '  and  at  the  open  competition  in  1873,  for  the 
Indian  Civil  Service,  a  student  of  this  academy  stood  first,  and 
was  facile  princeps  in  mathematics,  having  obtained  about  200 
marks  above  the  second.''^  But  what  of  classics,  for  which  the 
school  was  once  so  famous  ?  Here  we  must  quote  the  almost 
incredible  report  of  the  Special  Commissioners: — 

*  Three  of  the  Latin  classes,  and  all  the  boys  learning  Greek,  were 
examined  vivd  voce.  None  of  them  were  sufficiently  advanced  to  be 
able  to  render  the  simplest  piece  of  English  into  Latin  prose. 

^Eighteen  boys  of  the  second  class  were  reading  the  Grammatical 
•exercises.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  confusion  caused  by  a  number  of 
the  boys,  who  came  in  late  from  writing  and  arithmetic  classes  that 
they  had  been  attending  out  of  the  school,  in  the  town.  There  was  also 
much  want  of  method  in  the  teaching.  Only  the  boys  at  the  top  of 
the  class  could  answer  intelligently. 

'  In  the  third  class,  composed  of  fourteen  boys  reading  Csesar,  there 
was  great  listlessness  and  indifference,  and  the  appearance  they  made 
'was  bad.     The  examination  was  confined  to  the  lesson  of  the  day. 

'  There  was  also  a  class  professing  to  read  the  second  book  of 
VirgiFs  ^neid.  The  passage  chosen  was  one  that  they  had  read  some 
time  before.  The  boys  did  not  seem  very  much  at  home  with  it.  The 
Greek  classes  were  not  more  satisfactory.  The  juniors  made  poor  work 
of  an  easy  fable  in  Bryce's  *'  First  Greek  Reader  ;**  and  the  boys  reading 
Homer,  three  in  number,  translated  the  lesson  of  the  day  very  badly. 
The  parsing  was  very  bad.  No  composition  is  done  in  any  of  the 
classes,  except  an  exercise  in  the  class  from  Arnold's  first  book.'  f 

We  have  said  that  the  *  Fair  City '  is  a  strong  instance — 
in  classics  perhaps  it  is  the  strongest  instance — which  these 
Seports  furnish  of  the  neglect  of  the  secondary  instruction.^ 
But  it  is  far  from  a  solitary  instance;  and  it  is  one  for 
which  some  apology  may  perhaps  be  found  in  the  proximity  of 
Glenalmond  College,  which,  since  its  foundation  in  1841,  has 

♦  Official  Report,  1873.  +  Official  Report,  p.  238. 

^  Shameful  as  this  state  of  matters  is,  it  compares  favourably  with 
the  condition  of  many  of  the  Grammar  Schools  of  England.  See  Dr. 
Donaldson's  '  Lectures  on  Education '  (p.  84  et  aeq,)  ;  and  we  hear  that 
some  amendment  has  taken  place  since  the  publication  of  the  Report 
from  which  we  have  quoted. 
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'■  carried  off  a  good  many  boys  of  the  higher  classes,  who  formeriy 
were  educated  at  Perth.  But  Glenalmond,  though  a  ^lendid 
and  generous,  was  not  a  wise,  and  has  not  been  a  successful  efibrt, 
to  introduce  an  English  school  into  Scotland.  Excellent  work 
has,  no  doubt,  been  done  at  it ;  but  its  denominational  xai 
denationalised  character  has  kept  it  from  taking  rank  as  a 
Scottish  institution ;  whilst  parents  who  desired  an  Englidi 
education  for  their  sons  have  not  been  content  to  seek  it  in 
the  Highlands  of  Perthshire.  The  development  of  the  railway 
system,  by  facilitating  communication  with  England,  and  bring- 
ing Edinburgh  within  the  reach  of  all  persons  in  easy  ciroom- 
stances,  has  greatly  injured  its  chances  of  success.  The  burgh 
school,  on  the  other  hand,  has  rather  gained  by  improvements 
in  communication,  which  enable  it  to  draw  its  pupils  from  a 
wider  area.  Neither  Perth  nor  the  other  provincial  sdiools 
— if  we  except  perhaps  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  social  status 
of  their  pupils,  and  even  that  we  believe  to  be  their  x)wn  fault 
— labour  under  any  new  disadvantages  which  ought  not  to  be 
more  than  compensated  by  the  prodigious  increase  in  the  popu- 
lation and  wealth  of  Scotland  within  the  last  half  century, 
during  which  they  have  been  steadily,  and,  with  few  excep- 
tions, rapidly  declining. 

That  the  provincial  towns  should  ever  compete  successfully 
with  the  varied  educational  advantages  which  Edinburgh  offers, 
more  especially  when  its  attractions  as  a  place  of  residence  are 
taken  into  account,  is  of  course  quite  hopeless.  That  Aber- 
deen and  Glasgow,  too,  should  take  precedence  of  the  rest  of 
them  in  the  north  and  in  the  west,  and  St.  Andrews,  from  the 
higher  tone  of  general  culture  which  the  presence  of  the  Uni- 
•  versity  communicates,  is  natural  and  proper.  But  what  they 
may  effect  in  competition  with  the  greater  centres  of  population, 
even  with  the  sadly  inadequate  means  at  present  at  their  com- 
mand, is  «hown  by  the  favourable  contrast  which  Ayr  presents 
to  Glasgow.  As  Perth  is  the  worst,  Ayr  is  the  best,  of  the 
provincial  grammar  schools ;  and  as  presenting  the  attainable 
limit  in  the  opposite  direction,  under  present  circumstances,  -we 
shall,  before  quitting  this  branch  of  our  subject,  note  a  few  of 
the  leading  facts  regarding  it. 

Like  Perth,  Ayr,  as  we  have  seen,  is  one  of  the  historical 
schools  of  Scotland.  As  in  other  places,  it  probably  grew  out 
of  the  old  *  sanff  schule^  which  long  continued  to. form  part  of 
it.  In  1583  the  master  was  required,  not  only  to  teach  sing- 
ing, '  but  to  play  upon  the  spinnet.'  He  and  his  spinnet  sur- 
vived to  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  whea  he 
merged  in  the  precentor  of  the  parish  church,  who,  we  must 


1676.  Secondary  Education  in  Scotland,  523 

hope,  is  permitted  the  consolation  of  a  harmonium.  Curioudy, 
too,  something  like  the  *  Compulsory  Clause '  seems  to  have 
been  in  operation  in  these  early  days^  for  an  intimation  was 
sent  through  the  town,  by  *  tuck  of  drum,  for  entering  of  the 
*  youth  to  the  schule.' 

*  The  Ayr  Academy,  as  it  now  exists,  dates  from  1794.  In  August 
of  that  year  a  committee  was  formed  of  persons  who  wished  to  improre 
education  in  Ayr.  Subscriptions  were  applied  for  and  obtained  from 
residents  in  the  town  and  country,  and  an  agreement  was  made  with 
the  magistrates,  that  their  burgh  school  should  be  either  incorporated 
with,  or  superseded  by,  the  new  institution. 

'  In  1796  the  academy  was  formally  opened  within  the  old  buildings, 
and  in  1798  it  received  a  royal  charter.  In  1810  it  was  transferred  to 
the  new  buildings,  which  had  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  3,000/.,  and  it 
has  continued  there  up  till  the  present  time  a  flourishing  and  useful 
institution.'  • 

There  are  two  peculiarities  in  this  school  which  are  worthy 
•of  remark,  as  bearing  on  the  general  recommendations  of  the 
Commissioners.     The  first  is,  that  organisation,  in  one  impor- 
tant respect  at  all  events,  exists,  or  has  survived  to  a  greater 
extent  than  elsewhere.     There  is  something  approaching  to  a 
curriculum,  which,  beginning  even  with  the  elementary  de- 
partment, extends  to  the  whole  school,  ^and  there  are  not 
'  quite  so  many  instances,  as  in  Perth,  for  example,  of  boys 
*  coming  from  country  schools  merely  for  one  or  more  special 
'  branches  in  which  they  are  deficient.'     The  second  peculiarity 
is,  the  union  of  English  with  the  ancient  languages  in  the 
rector's  department.     The  chief  advantages,  pointed  out  by 
the  rector  himself,  as  resulting  from  this  arrangement,  were  of 
a  financial  kind,  which,  one  can  well  imagine,  touched  very 
neai'ly.     These  would  of  course  be  compensated  in  a  better 
way,  if  an  adequate  endowment  were  provided  for  the  rector ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  they  have  alreadv  been  so,  to  the  extent 
to  which  the  resources  of  the  institution  go,  by  the  whole  of 
the  fees  being  thrown  into  a  common  fund  and  divided  on 
some  rational  principle  by  the  School  Board.     To  enable  him 
to  perform  his  duties  efficiently,  as  a  classical  teacher,  and  as 
head  of  the  school,  it  is  surely  very  desirable  that  the  rector 
should  be  relieved  from  the  burden  of  elementary  instruction, 
whether  in  English  or  in  any  other  branch.     But  as  regards 
boys  who,  having  commenced  their  classics,  are  legitimately  in 
his  hands,  or  in  those  of  his  immediate  assistants,  the  case 
seems  different;  and  we  think  it  well  worthy  of  consideration, 
•*'   I  ^ '  ■  ■■■  .  ■     ■  ■  ■    .  ,  —  ■■   » 

*  Beport  of  Special  Commissioners,  p.  262. 
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whether  in  grammar  schools  generally,  more  efficient  teaching 
of  English  would  not  be  secured,  and  a  considerable  waste  of 
time  and  energy  spared  to  the  pupils,  if  their  whole  education, 
with  the  exception  of  arithmetic,  mathematics,  and  physical 
science,  were  communicated  by  the  classical  masters.  The 
specialising  of  subjects  in  University  teaching  is  indispensable, 
because  the  teaching  is  there  expected  to  be  exhaustive,  and 
exhaustive  teaching,  in  our  day,  can  be  expected  only  of 
specialists.  Even  in  kindred  subjects  there  is  always  a  diffi- 
culty in  one  professor  occupying  another's  chair,  even  for  a 
time.  But  any  man  whose  general  culture  is  such  as  to  fit 
him  to  be  a  classical  teacher  in  a  grammar  school,  must  possess 
an  acquaintance  with  the  literature  of  his  own  country  which 
ivill  more  than  fit  him  to  teach  it  to  school-boys;  nay  the 
chances  are,  that  just  in  consequence  of  his  being  a  classical 
master,  his  acquaintance  with  it  will  be  greater,  and  his  taste 
purer  and  higher,  than  that  of  an  English  teacher,  who  does 
not  necessarily  come  in  contact  with  any  other  language  or 
literature  than  his  own.  English  grammar  too,  we  believe, 
will  be  more  efficiently  taught  comparatively,  and  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  grammar  of  the  classical  languages,  than  as  a 
separate  subject.  The  distinction  between  what  is  general 
and  special,  in  forms  of  speech,  can  only  be  seen  when  two  or 
more  forms  of  speech  are  contrasted;  and  for  this  reason, 
after  its  first  rudiments  have  been  acquired  in  the  elementary 
school,  the  study  of  English  grammar  ought  to  be  prosecuted 
in  conjunction,  if  not  with  an  ancient,  then  with  another 
modern  language. 

The  attempt  to  supply  this  defect  by  teaching  Latin  roots  in 

one  room  to  boys  who  are  learning  Latin  itself  in  another,  is  a 

happy  thought  of  recent  times,  and  the  habit  of  shortening 

'  their  attendance  in  the  classical  department  in  order  that  they 

.  may  receive  separate  instruction  of  an  inferior  kind  elsewhere, 

Ms  one,  the  retention  of  which,  in  our  opinion,  deserves  serious 

reconsideration.     The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  teaching  of 

feography  and  history.  Modem  geography  and  history,  like 
Inglish,  within  the  memory  of  the  present  writer,  were  taught. 
In  conjunction  with  ancient  geography  and  history,  by  the 
classical  masters  in  the  grammar  schools  ;  and  if  they  were  not 
taught  well  by  them,  it  is  scarcely  likely  that  they  would  have 
been  taught  better  by  separate  teachers  who,  as  belonging  to  a 
less  skilled  department,  must,  as  a  rule,  be  men  of  interior 
culture,  and  are  very  likely  to  be  men  of  inferior  intelligence. 
But  the  chief  evil  consists  in  the  waste  of  time  and  attention 
occasioned  to  the  boys  in  running  from  schoolroom  to  school- 
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rooni>  taking  places^  countiDg  marks,  and  *  rings,'  competing  for 
prizes,  and  every  imaginable  occupation  except  the  old-fashioned 
one  of  learning  their  lessons.     It  is  this  chopping  up  of  time, 
and  frittering  away  of  energy,  more  than  anything  else,  we 
believe,  which  weakens  the  mental  training  of  our   modem 
schools,  and  which  threatens  to  root  out  the  study  of  antiquity 
altogether.     A  modern  school,  with  its   *  Time  Table,'  like  a 
railway  station,  is  a  scene  of  perpetual  hurry-scurry,  where 
nobody   has  time  for  anything,   where  masters   and  pupils 
and   inspectors  are  constantly  losing   their  wits  in  fruitless 
attempts  to  substitute  examination  for  study,  and  to  count 
chickens  that  never  were  hatched.     But  even  the  increase  to 
the  foes  of  the  principal    teachei*s,   by  dispensing  with  this 
needless,  and  we  think  hurtful,  subdivision  of  labour,  is  a  con- 
sideration not  unimportant.    Chiefly  in  consequence  of  the 
arrangement  which  we  have  mentioned,  the  emoluments  of  the 
rector  at  Ayr  amount  to  401/.  5«.,  whereas  the  two  rectors  at 
Perth  have  only  401/.  10*.  between  them ;  and  even  in  the 
great  city  of  Glasgow,  with  millionaires  on  every  side  of  him, 
the  head  classical  master  had  till  recently  to  content  himself 
with  450/.     The  regulations  of  the  School  Board  have  raised 
this  scanty  pittance  to  512/.;  but  when  alongside  of  this  we 
find  that  the  English  master  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  897/.  10*., 
and  the  mathematical  master  of  901/.,  we  require  no  other 
explanation  of  the  fact  that  the  classical  department  has  been 
stamped  out   in  Glasgow,  scarcely  less  completely  than  in 
Pertn.     In  a  ereat  manufacturing  and  trading  city,  material 
must  necessarily  always  preponderate  over  spiritual  interests. 
Where  the  present  is  so  engrossing,  the  past  and  the  future  go 
for  very  little;  and  even  historical,  not  to  speak  of  philosophical, 
studies  must  give  way  to  those  branches  of  positive  knowledge 
which   lie  at  the  root  of  industrial  pursuits.      It  is  perhaps 
not  unreasonable,  therefore,  that  the  teachers  of  mathematics 
and  physics  should  be  more  highly  paid  than  the  teachers  of 
classics ;  and  nothing  could  be  more  in  place  than  the  founda- 
tion of  a  great  technical  school  in  Glasgow,  in  which  the  former 
subjects  should  be  exclusively  cultivated.     But  that  in  the 
school  which  is  devoted  to  the  general  instruction  of  the  com- 
munity, the  English  master  should  receive  385/.  more  than  the 
head   classical    master,  and    25/.    \0s.  more    than    his    two 
assistants,  is  a   state  of  matters  which  could  scarcely  have 
arisen  otherwise  than  by  the  classical  masters  abandoning  to 
him  a  large  shisure  of  their  traditional  functions. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  do  not  speak  unfavourably  of 
the  work  of  the  classical  masters  in  Glasgow,  even  under  the 
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Tcry  discouraging  circumstances  in  which  they  are  placed,  and 
to  a  mercantile  community  it  must  be  satis&ctorj  to  reflect^ 
that  out  of  so  unremunerative  a  commodity  as  classical  teaching 
they  still  get  their  money's  worth.  We  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  however,  that  there  is  not  a  city  in  Europe  of  equal 
wealth  and  population  that  is  contented  with  so  little.  When 
viewed  in  this  light,  Glasgow  contrasts  badly  with  Aberdeen, 
atid  not  well  even  with  Dundee,  the  two  other  leading  mercan- 
tile towns  iu  Scotland.  And  yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
there  is  no  Scotch  University  in  which  the  classical  depart- 
ment stands  higher  than  in  the  University  of  Glasgow.  The 
fact  is  one  which  can  be  accounted  for  only  by  the  great  effica- 
ency  of  the  preliminary  classes  at  the  University,  and  affords 
the  strongest  support  to  the  arguments  of  those  who,  like  Pro- 
fessor Ramsay,  contend  for  the  necessity  of  their  retention. 
Whether  or  not  these  classes  ought  ultimately  to  be  abolished, 
and  the  doors  of  the  universities  closed  against  many  who  now 
enter  them  by  their  means,  is  a  question  which,  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  secondary  schools,  it  is  premature  to  discuss. 
When  access  to  really  efficient  school-teaching  is  provided  in 
provincial  towns,  the  optional  examination  to  which  the  privi- 
lege of  a  three  years'  curriculum,  in  place  of  a  four  years'  cur- 
riculum, for  the  Arts'  degree,  is  now  attached  in  the  University 
of  Edinburgh,  will  probably  be  made  compulsory.  Till  then 
such  a  measure  would  simply  deprive  the  youth  of  Scotland  of 
a  form  of  teaching  by  means  of  which,  anomalous  as  it  may 
seem,  they  very  often  learn  more  in  six  months  than  ordinary 
school-boys  learn  in  as  many  years. 

But  to  return  to  the  present  condition  of  the  schools.  The 
result  of  the  whole  inquiry  seems  to  be,  that  as  regards  clas- 
sics, at  all  events,  if  we  except  Fettes  and  Glenalmond, 
and  a  few  of  the  private  schools  in  and  around  Edinbui^h, 
which  do  not  fall  within  its  scope,  and  which  the  element 
of  expense  alone  places  beyond  the  reach  of  the  general  com- 
munity, there  are  only  three  good  secondary  schools  in  Scot- 
land— the  High  School  of  Edinburgh,  the  Edinburgh  Academy, 
and  the  Aberdeen  Grammar  School.  In  the  latter  it  would 
seem  as  if,  in  vengeance  for  the  neglect  with  which  they  have 
been  treated  elsewhere,  classics  had  held  somewhat  more  than 
their  own.  There  are  four  classical  masters  besides  the  rector, 
each  of  whom  receives  somewhat  over  200/.  a  year ;  the  rec- 
tor's income  being  340^!.,  whilst  the  English  master  has  only 
70/.     One  cannot  but  pity  him  when  he  tells  us  that  *  English 

*  is  a  drug  in  the  Aberdeen  market  ....  I  am  not  even  an 

*  article  de  luxe  in  the  school.'     He  says,  *  I  am  simply  a  bare 
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*  io  the  few  boys  whose  parents  wish  them  to  attend.'  But 
Ills  plight  is  explained^  though^  as  matters  standi  it  is  not. 
justified^  when  we  leam^  *  that  for  the  first  three  years  of 

^  tiie  course^  the  classical  masters  teach  not  only  classics,  but 

*  English  grammar,  modem  geography,  and  history.  The 
^  fourth  class  master  and  the  rector  teach  ancient  geography 

*  and  history.'  Now,  much  as  we  sympathise  with  the  English 
master,  and  reprobate  the  carelessness  with  which  English 
seems  to  be  taught  in  the  classical  department,  we  cannot  join 
in  his  claim  that  his  class  should  be  made  compulsory.  Sather 
let  the  farce  of  attendance  on  it,  of  which  the  Commissioners 
report  such  meagre  results,  be  given  up  altogether ;  and  the 
amoimt  of  acquaintance  with  English,  geography,  and  his- 
tory, which  is  considered  reasonable,  be  exacted  of  the  classical 
masters.  It  is  just  as  easy  to  teach  English  by  translation 
from  classical  authors  as  by  dictation  from  the  *  newspaper  of 

*  the  day,'  and  we  are  old-fashioned  enough  to  prefer  Cicero, 
as  a  model  of  style,  to  the  *  Aberdeen  Herald,'  or  even  to 
the  *  Scotsman.'  The  power  of  writing  a  clear  sharp  English 
style  is  surely  one  of  the  most  important  ^  results '  which  an 
efficient  system  of  English  education  ought  to  yield,  and  that 
that  accomplishment  has  not  become  more  general  under  the 
influences  of  modem  tuition,  is  painfully  obvious.  We  speak 
from  pretty  wide  personal  experience  when  we  say,  that  what 
may  be  called  literary  workmanship,  is  the  one  quality  in  which 
tihe  essays  of  students  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  at  the 
present  day,  are  inferior  to  those  of  thirty  or  forty  years  a^o. 

But  the  retention,  wisely  or  unwisely,  at  Aberdeen,  of  this 
arrangement — to  which  Ajt,  as  we  have  seen,  has  reverted — is 
not  the  only  instructive  peculiarity  connected  with  its  gram- 
mar school.  One  of  the  most  frequent  allegations  of  school 
reformers  in  Scotland  is,  that  the  parish  schools,  by  teaching 
the  higher  branches,  poach  on  the  preserves  of  the  secondary 
schools  on  the  one  side,  just  as  the  universities,  by  means  of 
their  preliminary  classes,  poach  on  them  on  the  other.  The 
grammar  schools,  it  is  said,  are  crushed  out  between  the  parish 
schools,  which  are  pitched  too  high,  and  the  univei'sities,  which 
are  pitched  too  low  ;  and  nothing  will  suffice  except  that  the 
parish  schools  should  be  confined  to  elementary  teaching,  and 
that  the  doors  of  the  universities  should  be  barred  by  an 
entrance  examination  high  enough  to  fit  on  to  the  last  class  of 
a  good  secondary  school.  Now,  it  so  chances  that  the  counties 
from  which  the  Grammar  School  of  Aberdeen  draws  its  pupils, 
are  the  only  counties  in  Scotland  in  which  the  parish  scho9l 
system,  as  originally  designed  by   Knox,  has  received  full 
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development,  and  in  which  the  higher  branches  are  nniversallj 
taught,  and  yet,  if  the  Grammar  School  of  Aberdeen  has  a 
fault,  it  is  that  it  is  too  exclusively  a  secondary  school.  So  far 
from  pulSing  it  down,  and  injuring  its  secondary  character, 
by  forcing  it  to  compete  with  them,  it  would  seem,  that  the 
parish  schools,  which  have  been  so  excellently  managed  under 
the  Dick  Bequest,  feed  and  support  it.  Though  having  refe- 
rence  exclusively  to  the  parish  schools,  the  influence  of  the 
Dick  Bequest  on  the  secondary  education  in  this  portion  of 
Scotland,  has  been  so  great  and  so  beneficial,  that  we  make  no 
apology  for  the  following  extract  in  which  the  Commissioners 
explain  its  object : — 

'  The  purpose  of  the  testator,  James  Dick,  Esq.,  who  died  in  1828, 
was  *'  to  add  to  the  present  very  trifling  salaries  "  of  the  pariah  school- 
masters in  his  native  county,  Moray,  and  in  the  neighbouring  counties^ 
Banff  and  Aberdeen.' 

But  he  expressly  laid  down  rules  that  this  should  be  done  so  as 
not  in  any  manner  to  relieve  the  heritors,  or  other  persons,  from 
their  legal  obligations  to  support  parochial  schoolmasters,  or 
to  diminish  the  extent  of  such  support ; '  and  ^  in  such  manner 
as  shall  seem  most  likely  to  encourage  active  schoolmasters 
and  gradually  to  elevate  the  literary  character  of  the  parochial 
schoolmaster  and  schools.'   And  more  particularly  he  desired 

his  trustees  *  to  pay  great  attention  to  the  qualifications  and  dili* 
gence  of  the  several  parochial  schoolmasters  for  and  in  super- 
mtending  the  education  of  students  in  King's  and  Marischal 
Colleges  during  the  intervals  between  the  sessions  thereof, 
and  for  and  in  preparing  youths  for  the  said  Colleges.' 
*  This  purpose  and  these  injunctions  of  the  founder,  his 
trustees  have  kept  steadily  in  view  with  great  success.  The 
average  total  remuneration  of  the  parish  schoolmasters  who 
share  in  the  bequest  has  increased  from  55/.  12«.  Ad.  in  1833, 
to  134/.  4*.  from  local  sources,  or,  including  Parliamentary 
grants,  to  156/.,  in  1873.'  ...  *  They  are  all  University  men, 
ands  with  few  exceptions,  graduates  in  arts.'  .  •  .  *  Out  of  150 
teachers  in  Aberdeen,  Banff,  and  Moray,'  said  Her  Majesty's 

Inspector  of  Schools  for  the  district,  *  at  least  130  are  Masters 
of  Arts.     You  will  find  that  nowhere  else  in  Scotland.  .  .  • 
Elsewhere  in  Scotland  you  will  not  find  one  in  fifty.'  (P.  152.) 
The  results  of  the  teaching  of  the  higher  branches  in  these 

schools,  and  its  effect  on  the  grammar  school  of  Aberdeen,  may 

be  gathered  from  the  report  of  the  sub-commissioners : — 

^Afler  the  vivd  voce  examination  we  set  the  class  two  papers,  s 
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piece  of  English  for  Latin  prose,  and  a  chapter  of  Livy  that  they  had 
never  seen  before.  The  total  number  of  marks  in  each  case  was  100. 
All  the  boys  in  the  class  did  both  the  exercises.  The  average  gained 
for  the  Latin  prose — a  difficult  passage — was  59.  Six  out  of  39  had 
80  marks  and  upwards — the  highest  having  90.  Four  of  them  had 
20  marks  or  less,  and  the  two  worst,  who  had  been  five  years  at  school^ 
had  absolutely  none.  The  country  boys  who  had  come  to  the  grammar 
school  to  "  finish,"  held  a  very  good  place.'   (P.  284.) 

That  the  existence  of  parish  schools  such  as  have  grown  up 
under  the  Dick  Bequest^  must^  to  some  extent,  diminish  the 
attendance  at  the  junior  classes  of  the  burgh  schools,  ia 
obvious.  But  as  the  unmanageable  size  of  the  junior  classes  ia 
one  of  the  worst  faults  of  all  the  greater  schools  of  Scotland^ 
they  must  increase  their  efficiency,  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  they  supply  the  place  of  these  classes  to  many  who 
could  not  possibly  attend  them.  To  the  senior  classes  again^ 
and  to  the  rector's  class  more  especially,  such  schools  contnoute 
an  element  which  otherwise  would  never  have  reached  them ; 
and  by  facilitating  access  to  the  University,  they  minister  very 
powerfully  to  elevate  the  tone  of  general  intelligence  in  the 

*  countryside.'  But  for  them  it  is  scarcely  likely  that  a  farmer, 
addressing  a  farmers'  club,  could  have  stated,  as  was  done 
recently  in  Aberdeenshire,  that  he  believed  every  man  who 
listened  to  him  was  a  Master  of  Arts !  If  we  bear  in  mind 
that  the  Arts  degree  at  all  the  Scotch  Universities,  Aberdeen 
included,  is  superior  to  a  j?aw-degree,  either  at  Oxford  or 
Cambridge,  we  shall  readily  admit  that  a  similar  boast  could 
not  have  been  made,  with  truth,  in  any  other  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  It  is  in  these  three  counties  alone  that 
the  parish  school  has  attained  the  dimensions  and  occupied 
the  sphere  assigned  to  it  in  the  First  Book  of  Discipline. 
There  only,  as  yet,  is  there  a  school  in  every  parish,  for  in- 
struction of  youth  in  *the  principles   of  religion,  grammar, 

*  and  the  Latin  tongue,' — a  school  which  brings  within  the 
reach  of  the  humblest  classes,  at  a  moderate  cost,  and  if  need 
be  gratuitously,  the  first  steps  of  the  ladder  of  culture  and 
social  promotion  which  reaches  to  the  steps  of  the  throne.  To 
the  wealthier  classes  they  occasionally  afford  the  convenience 
of  having  their  children,  in  their  earlier  years,  educated  at 
home  ;  and  where  a  comi)etent  schoolmaster  existed,  it  has  al- 
ways been  a  common  practice  in  Scotland  for  him  to  eke  out 
his  living  by  giving  private  tuition  to  the  sons  of  those  who 
could  afford  to  pay  for  it,  either  in  the  school  or  in  their  own 
houses.  It  is  thus,  indeed,  that  a  large  amount  of  the  higher 
kind  of  teaching  has  always  been  done  by  the  parish  school- 
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masters  of  ScotLand,  and  so  far  from  interfering  ^ith  the  ele* 
mentarj  instruction^  it  does  not  even  come  in  contact  with  it. 
But  what  is  a  convenience  to  the  rich,  is  a  necessity  to  the  poor; 
and  we  see  no  ground  whatever  for  sacrificing  their  higher 
interests  and  throwing  away  one  of  the  grandest  elements  in 
Scottish  life,  in  order  to  gratify  the  official  love  of  symmetry, 
by  cutting  the  three  classes  into  which  educational  institutions 
naturally  divide  themselves,  apai*t  from  each  other.  The  question 
whether  or  not  the  *  payment  for  results '  in  primary  instruction 
under  the  Code  be  or  be  not  directly  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  secondary  instruction  in  the  parish  schools,  is  debated  with 
80  much  acrimony  that  we  shrink  from  offering  an  opinion  on 
either  side.  Thnt  the  belief  that  such  is  its  effect,  if  not  its 
intention,  has  rendered  the  Code  exceedingly  unpopular  in 
Scotland  is  a  matter  of  certainty.  All  that  we  shall  say  is, 
that  if  the  system  of  paying  for  results  in  the  elementary 
branches  has  resulted  in  raismg  the  incomes  of  those  school- 
masters who  confine  themselves  to  primary  instruction,  above 
the  incomes  of  those  who  teach  the  higher  branches,  as  is 
alleged,  then  the  belief  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  well  founded. 
If  it  be  true  that  in  Glasgow,  the  head  masters  of  the  larger 
elementary  schools  make  easily  from  400/.  to  500i  a  year — as 
much,  that  is  to  say,  as  the  head  classical  master  in  the  high 
school,  and  twice  as  much  as  his  assistants  — it  is  not  wonder- 
ful that  the  secondary  instruction  should  be  in  the  condition 
in  which  the  Commissioners  found  it.  But  the  remedy  lies, 
not  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  encouragement  given  by  the 
Privy  Council  grants  to  the  primary  instruction,  but  in  the 
extension  of  corresponding  encouragement  to  the  higher  in- 
struction, though  not  in  the  same  form.  The  most  symme- 
trical mode  of  effecting  this  object  would,  doubtless,  be  that 
proposed  by  Mr.  Whitelaw,  the  member  for  Glasgow,  of  add- 
ing on  standard  after  standard  to  the  Code,  and  gradually 
increasing  the  payment  for  passes  in  these  extraordinary 
standards.  But  when  looked  at  more  closely  it  is  evident  that 
this  proposal,  with  whatever  benefits  to  the  primary  schools  it 
might  be  attended,  would  be  utterly  destructive  of  the  middle 
schools,  as  separate  institutions.  Whilst  the  Commissioners 
quote,*  with  more  entire  approval  than  we  are  prepared  to 
subscribe  to,  the  words  in  which  the  French  Commissioners 
MM.  Demogeot  and  Montucci  formulated  what  seemed  to 
them  the  leading  defect  of  the  system  of  Scottish  education : 
*  II  n'y  a  pas  en  Elcosse  une  ligne  de  demarcation  bien  tranch^e 

•  Third  Report,  p.  102. 
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^  entre  rinstruction  primaire  et  renseignement  secondaire/  and 
Mr.  Sellar,  himself  one  of  their  number,  argues  in  his  able 
pamphlet  keenly  in  the  same  direction,  Mr.  Whitelaw's  pro- 
posal would  have  the  effect  of  obliterating  this  line  altogethei*, 
and  agffrayating  what,  even  to  the  extent  to  which  it  now  exists, 
is  certainly  a  grave  defect.  Even  if  applied  to  the  secondary" 
schools  separately,  and  on  a  higher  scale,  the  extension  of  the 
Privy  School  grants  to  such  institutions  as.  the  grammar 
schools  are,  or  ought  to  become,  would  be  next  to  impossible. 
The  difficulty  of  inspection  alone  would  be  insuperable.  On 
this  subject  a  writer  in  the  «  Scoteman  >  newspaper,  himself,  if 
we  mistake  not,  one  of  the  leading  educationalists  of  Scotland, 
has  the  following  judicious  remarks :  *  To  inspect,  for  example, 

*  the  High  School  of  Edinburgh,  or  of  Glasgow,  would  require 

*  not  one,  but  a  whole  posse  of  inspectors,  as  at  present  their 
^  annual  examination  requires  a  considerable  number  of  Uni- 

*  versity  examiners,  each  pre-eminent  in  his  own  subject.' 
The  expense  incident  to  the  maintenance  of  such  a  staff,  even 
if  it  were  possible  to  form  it,  is  of  itself  a  reductio  ad  absurdum 
of  the  scheme.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  head-masters  of  the 
larger  burgh  schools  are,  or  ought  to  be,  men  of  acquirements 
at  least  equal  to  those  of  Government  inspectors,  and  could 
not  be  expected  to  accept  their  dicta  as  final.  JVIuch  that  is 
gladly  welcomed  in  the  form  of  advice  from  a  University 
Professor,  ^  pre-eminent  in  his  department,'  would  be  vehe- 
mently resented  if  proceeding  from  an  equal ;  and,  if  there 
were  no  other  tribunal  of  appeal,  the  newspapers  would  be 
filled  with  controversies  between  schoolmasters  and  school 
inspectors.  If  it  is  not  by  separating  the  functions  of  the 
burgh  schools  from  those  of  the  parish  schools  altogether — as 
the  experience  of  the  Dick  Bequest  seems  to  teach — it  is  still 
less  by  mixing  them  up,  and  subjecting  the  one  to  arrange- 
ments devised  for  the  other,  that  the  improvement  of  the 
secondary  schools  is  to  be  attained.  These  schools  themselves 
must  be  developed,  not  indirectly  by  protecting  them  from 
rivalry,  either  from  above  or  below,  but  directly.  Let  the 
second  stage  of  Knox's  graded  system  be  realised  as  completely 
as  the  first  has  been  in  the  northern  counties,  and  the  secondary 
instruction  need  fear  no  encroachment,  either  from  parish 
schools,  or  from  universities.  After  the  school  in  every 
parish  for  elementary  instruction,  and  instruction  in  the 
principles  of  religion,  grammar,  and  the  Latin  tongue,  Knox's 
design  was,  that  there  should  be  *  a  college  in  every  notable 
^  town,'  in  which  logic  and  rhetoric  should  be  taught  along 
^th  the  learned  languages ;  the  edifice  being  crowned  by  the 


i39  SecamJary  £Jv<:ntioii  ia 

mtknai  aiuversities.  His  pariah  scht 
iDT^  acfaools,  OTcrlapped  each  other  b 
Lg  the  coUeees  uid  the  universities  d 
raa  distinction,  withoot  separation,  in 
,11  claaaification  that  bears  the  British 
int  wonder  that  the  Conuni^siuQers  siu 
18  thej  seem  to  have  been,  bj  the  coin 
rhich  MM.  Demf^reot  and  Montncci 
kDce.  *  La  ligne  bien  tranchee  *  js  a 
I  as  little  deniable  that  we  should  rea 
<ur  society ;  and  it  b  its  abeence  whic 
j'stem  possible  in  the  one,  as  it  has 
ther.  We  have  seen  that  this  ^i  iik 
t  existed  in  Scotland  centimes  he&x* 
rhat  is  now  the  iniseing  link  in  it  was 
ras  developed.  The  institntioo  q£  ^ 
ishion,  Knox  called  Colleges,  was  pn 
•y  the  disintegrating  effect  which  h«  te 
le  exerted  on  the  aystan  as  it  had 
bolitioit  of  the  monastic  scfaooU. 

We  cannot  follow  the  ConunissioncR 
f  their  suggestionB,  thou^  Qxst  of 
pproval.  ror  example,  the  organiati 
ppointment  of  a  responsible  rector  i: 
o-ordiDftte  rectors,  as  in  some  of  then 
ector  at  all ;  the  formation  of  a  comn 
be  teachers  should  be  paid,  in  propMti 
bcir  respective  offices,  and  the  like. 
fiem  in  the  hope  that  the  efforts  of 
elieving  the  higher  schools  ftoat 
rganifling  examinations  of  a  suitable  kii 
N  has  been  feared,  may  aid  the  den 
istruction.  But  above  all,  we  concar 
)  indicating  as  the  fuodamental  an 
w^jitdary  schools,  that  which  the  E< 
■'/thing  to  remedy,  nay  which  it  has 
^I'ur  |wvcrty.  '  The  poverty  of  tbei 
Mv«i  Mtriking,  if  not  the  moat  strikinj 
iV  Hivilimh  Educational  system.* 

'J  W  inagriitude  of  this  evil  is  excel 
Vr.  biJJa,  in  the  p^niphlet  to  which  w 

"J'U  r*v*„u.ni  of  all  the  high-claw  put 
x-^.u-Jii,);  H-*d-iin^m  Burgh  School,  which, 
"*!«*►,  „  *u,.|x„d«d— are  Mated  in  the  Rep 
ion,  jiun  j.ul.lu!LwJ,  to  amount  to  22,482/. 
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the  sum  derived  from  endowment,  and  all  other  sources  except  fees, 
appears  to  be  only  3,980Z.  Via.  \Qd,,  or  a  little  more  than  one-sixth  ; 
the  remaining  five-sixths  being  derived  from  fees.  To  exist  at  all, 
these  schools  must  be  self-supporting.  Thej  must  spread  their  net  very 
vide,  and  take  in  eve^ry  kind  of  fish  that  comes  in  their  way.  Fees 
they  must  get;  and  if  they  cannot  get  sufficient  fees  from  scholars 
desiring  higher  education,  they  must  supplement  them  by  the  fees 
of  children  desiring  elementary  education.  The  Education  Act  has 
done  nothing  to  meet  this  difficulty.  It  has  called  upon  the  School 
Board  to  dr^  the  elementary  instruction  out  of  their  schools,  and  to 
provide  accommodation  for  it  elsewhere.  But  it  has  suggested  no  means 
whereby  the  loss  attending  this  process  of  draining  can  be  supplied.* 

'  The  contributions  and  endowments  of  the  higher-cla^  public 
schools,'  says  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  '  are  so  small 
in  amount  that  the  School  Boards  which  have  the  management  of 
them  must  experience  much  difficulty  in  maintaining  them  in 
efficiency;  while  the  same  lack  of  funds  must  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  carry  out  the  desire  of  the  Legislature  (as  expressed  in 
Section  62,  Subsection  4),  to  relieve  such  schools  of  the  necessity  of 
giving  elementary  instruction  to  young  children  in  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic*     (P.  11.) 

It  is  vain  to  trust  to  unpaid,  or  underpaid,  labour  in  schools ; 
and  labour  of  the  higher  kind  must  there  be  highly  paid  for. 
University  chairs  may,  in  some  instances,  be  accepted  by  quali- 
fied persons  who  are  in  circumstances  to  support  them,  in 
Slace  of  being  supported  by  them ;  though  whether  it  be  either 
ignified  or  wise  on  the  part  of  the  community  to  make  the 
possession  of  private  means  a  qualification  sine  qud  non  in  the 
selection  of  its  professors,  is  another  matter.  But  in  schools 
this  expedient  cannot  be  resorted  to.  The  occupations  of  a 
schoolmaster  are  exacting,  and  his  position  is  not  sufficiently 
attractive  to  tempt  fancy  purchasers.  If  the  pay  be  inade- 
quate, the  workman  and  the  work  will  correspond  to  it.  Here 
and  there  you  may  find  an  enthusiast  whose  zeal  even  poverty 
will  not  quench ;  but  the  rule  will  be  the  other  way.  Con- 
sidering the  enormous  increase  in  the  expense  of  living,  or, 
what  is  the  same  thing,  the  decrease  in  the  value  of  money, 
since  the  salaries  of  the  burgh  schoolmasters — even  then 
inadequate — were  fixed,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that,  in 
order  to  secure  the  services  of  the  men  that  are  wanted,  the 
incomes  of  almost  all  the  head  masters,  and  many  of  the  inferior 
masters,  must  be  tripled  or  quadrupled.  Till  there  is  at  least 
one  appointment  in  each  school,  the  income  of  which  is  equal  to 
that  of  the  manager  of  a  bank,  or  an  insurance  office,  or  of  the 
sheriff-substitute,  in  the  town  in  which  the  school  is  situated, 
no  other  scheme  of  reform  will  be  of  the  least  avail.  If  this  were 
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(lone,  even  though  the  selection  of  the  teachers  and  the  orgaBisi- 
tion,  management,  and  inspection  of  the  schools  were  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  School  Boards,  we  believe  that  the  problem  of  the 
Secondary  Instruction  in  Scotland  would  be  solved.  Efficient 
teachers  would  spring,  Minerva  like,  from  the  teeming  intelli- 
gence of  the  land;  with  efficient  teachers  we  should  have 
efficient  schoob,  which,  on  the  de  facto  principle,  would  not 
fail  to  vindicate  their  own  rights.  If  bursaries  were  established, 
as  the  Commissioners  recommend,  as  stepping  stones  to  them 
from  the  parish  schools,  the  better  class  of  pupils  of  the 
lower  orders  would  not  fail  to  resort  to  them ;  and  even  the 
sons  of  the  upper  classes,  whose  withdrawal  from  them  is  com- 
plained of,  would  very  frequently  return.  Boys  intended  for 
an  English  career  would,  of  course,  continue  to  be  sent 
to  England  ;  and  the  social  prestige  supposed  to  be  attached  to 
an  English  school  education  would  continue  to  attract  the 
nouveaux  riches.  But  there  is  no  lack  of  families  in  Scotland 
that  are  neither  new  nor  rich,  and  whose  social  position  is 
a  subject  of  no  anxiety  to  them.  Give  them,  on  easy  terms, 
at  an  easy  distance  from  home,  schools  in  which  they  have 
confidence  that  their  sons  will  be  prepared  for  the  higher 
competitive  examinations  at  the  Universities,  or  for  the  Indian 
Civil  Service,  and  they  can  quite  affi^rd  to  dispense  with  any 
element  of  fashion  which  they  do  not  supply.  But  they  can- 
not afford  to  dispense  with  such  teaching  as  will  ensure  the 
success  of  clever  and  industrious  bovs ;  and  the  faults  of  the 
burgh  schools  of  Scotland,  as  they  at  present  exist,  are  not 
conventional  but  real.  The  sons  of  the  gentry  were  sent  to 
them  as  long  as  it  was  possible,  and  they  will  be  sent  back  to 
them  the  moment  that  it  becomes  possible  again. 

Additional  funds  then,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  must 
be  provided;  and  the  ultimate  and  really  practical  question 
comes  to  be,  whence  are  these  funds  to  be  derived  ?  That  the 
fees  cannot  be  raised  directly,  is  a  point  on  which  all  parties 
are  agreed,  because  that  would  exclude  from  them  a  class 
which,  in  Scotland,  has  always  eigoyed  the  benefits  of  the 
secondary  instruction,  such  as  it  was.  But  an  impression  pre- 
Miils  pretty  widely  in  England,  and  received  some  counte- 
nance from  the  Commissioners,  almost  all  of  whom,  and  veiy 
many  of  the  witnesses  whom  they  examined,  had  been  educated 
in  England,  that  schoolboy  life  in  Scotland  might  be  pro- 
longed. Now  this,  as  applicable  to  the  country  at  large,  we 
feel  persuaded,  is  a  delusion.  Any  attempt — by  imposing  ft 
high  entrance  examination  at  the  Universities,  or  otherwise 
— to  convert  the  traditional  five  or  six  years'  course  at  the 
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grammar  school  into  a  seven  or  eight  years'  course,  and 
Uius  to  raise  the  age  of  admission  to  the  Universities  from 
seventeen  or  eighteen  to  nineteen  or  twenty,  as  in  England 
and  Germany,  would  be  a  death-blow  to  the  study  of  classics 
in  Scotland  altogether.  The  Scotch  know  that  in  former  times 
far  more  Latin,  and  quite  as  much  Greek  and  mathematics, 
as  are  requisite  for  entering  even  the  English  Universities 
now,  was  taught  to  boys  long  before  they  were  seventeen. 
It  is  scarcely  possible  to  mention  a  great  man,  either  in  this 
or  any  other  country,  previous  to  the  present  generation,  who 
did  not  commence  his  university  career  two  or  three  yeara 
earlier ;  and  to  doubt  their  familiarity  with  Latin,  at  any  rate, 
is  impossible,  seeing  that  it  was  in  Latin  that  the  whole 
business  of  the  Universities  was  carried  on.  The  secret  of 
what  now  seem^  marvellous,  there  can  be  no  doubt  is,  that 
Latin  was  taught  as  a  spoken  tongue,  and  that,  in  so  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  same  method  was  adopted  with  Greek.  With  our  pre- 
sent race  of  schoolmasters,  it  is  probably  impossible  to  recur  to 
this  practice,  and  we  must  not  ask  for  impossibilities.  But, 
even  for  schoolmasters  less  familiar  with  the  learned  languages 
than  those  who  taught  our  great-grandfathers,  to  bring  a  sub- 
stantial knowledge  of  these  languages  within  the  limits  of  a 
school  education  which  shall  terminate  at  seventeen,  is  not 
impossible  ;  and,  however  difficult  it  may  be,  it  is  a  difficulty 
the  conquest  of  which  is  a  condition  of  the  survival  of  classics 
amongst  the  rival  subjects  which^  on  every  side,  are  contending 
for  their  place.  If  to  seventeen  we  add  the  three  years'  course 
for  the  Arte'  degree,  three  or  four  years  for  professional  study, 
and  the  IVanderjdhre,  which  constitute  an  element  in  Scottish 
education  we  hope  will  never  be  abandoned,  we  reach  the  age 
of  twenty-four  or  twenty-five,  beyond  which  it  is  neither  pos- 
sible nor  desirable  that  the  education  of  Scotchmen,  in  general, 
even,  of  the  upper  middle  class,  should  extend. 

But  if  the  emoluments  of  schoolmasters  can  neither  4)e  in- 
creased by  increasing  the  fees  nor  by  extending  the  period  of 
attendance  at  the  schools,  there  is  but  one  remaining  alterna- 
tive— ^they  must  be  increased  from  external  sources.  We  have 
already  seen  reason  to  dismiss  the  proposal  of  applying  to  them 
the  principle  of  payment  by  results.  The  inquiry  consequently 
limits  iteelf  to  the  examination  of  the  other  external  sources 
from  which  increased  salaries  may  be  obtained. 

In  ordinary  circumstances  the  possible  sources  would  be  two-^ 
imperial  grants,  and  local  rates;  and  in  so  far  as  it  may  be 
necessary  ultimately  to  resort  to  either  or  both  of  them,  we  do 
not  agree  with  Mr.  Sellar,  and  others,  in  regarding  them  as 
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hopeless.  Penarious  as  are  the  dealings  of  the  Imperial  Oo- 
vemment  with  Scotland  on  all  occasions,  we  can  scaroely 
think  that  Parliament  would  overlook  an  object  of  such  mag- 
nitude and  importance  for  the  nation  as  a  whole ;  whilst  an 
assessment,  confined  perhaps  to  persons  whose  incomes  brought 
them  within  the  class  chiefly,  though  by  no  means  exclosivdy, 
interested  in  the  higher  instruction  would,  we  are  conyincedybe 
cheerfully  bome.^  But  the  circumstances  are  not  ordinary. 
Though  the  total  revenues  from  endowments  of  the  twelve 
middle  class  public  schools  amount  only  to  the  pittance  of 
3,980/.  Ids.  lOd.,  the  total  revenues  from  endowment  for  edu- 
cational purposes,  exclusive  of  University  endowments,  reach 
the  prodigious  sum  of  174,532/.  per  annum  —  very  nearly 
forty-four  times  the  total  revenues  of  the  schools.  About  one 
half  of  this  whole  simi  is  devoted  to  hospitals ;  Edinburgh  and 
its  vicinity  alone  carrying  off  about  60,000/.  per  annum,  whilst 
42,000/.  a  year  is  doled  out  over  the  country  for  the  support  of 
elementary  education. 

To  discuss  the  ^hospital  question'  with  any  approach  to 
completeness  would  demand  a  separate  article,  but  its  general 
bearings  may  be  stated  in  a  few  words* 

By  far  the  larger  part  of  the  whole  funds  of  these  institu- 
tions being  devoted  to  elementary  instruction  have,  by  the 
operation  of  the  Education  Act,  become  simply  a  gift  to  the 
ratepayers  of  the  districts  in  which  they  are  situated.  That 
such,  at  any  rate,  was  not  the  design  of  the  donors  in  one 
single  instance  is  a  fact  admitted  on  all  hands.  They  were 
intended  for  educational  purposes — sometimes,  as  in  the  case 
of  Heriot's  Hospital,  of  a  secondary  kind,  but  always  of  a  kind 
not  within  the  reach  of  the  beneficiaries  by  the  action  of  the 
public  law  of  the  country.  The  Commissioners  hold,  that  the 
only  means  of  fulfilling  this  benevolent  intention,  in  the  altered 

•  If  the  analogy  of  the  Education  (Scotland)  Act  of  1872  (35  & 
36  Vic.  c.  62)  were  to  be  maintained,  all  that  seems  requisite  for  the 
endowment  of  the  higher  class  schools  would  be,  that  to  the  enumera- 
tion of  sources  of  emolument  contained  in  §  62  (8)  should  be 
added : — 

'  Such  rate  as  the  School  Board  (or  the  Court  of  the  University 
^  of  the  District,  or,  better  still  perhaps  the  Education  Board,  if  it  should 
'  be  made  a  permanent  Scottish  institution)  may  from  time  to  time 
*  declare  to  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  higher  instruction,  to 
'*  be  raised  by  the  Parochial  Boards  (§44)  on  all  lands  and  heritages 
•*  exceeding  the  value  of  (say)  50/.  annually/  Or  the  requisite  sums 
Tnight  be  raised,  along  Arith  the  income-tax,  on  all  incomes  exceeding 
^00/.  a  year. 
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circumstances  which  have  arisen,  is  to  apply  these  endowments 
to  the  support  of  the  higher  education  for  which  no  public 
provision  has  been  made ;  and  no  application  of  them  that  had 
this  object  in  view  could  possibly  be   more  efficacious  than 
making  better  provision  for  the  teachers  in  the  burgh  schools. 
Against  this  most  rational  and,  as  it  seems  to  us,  inevitable 
suggestion,  a  furious  outcry  has  arisen,  and  political  capital  has 
been  attempted  to  be  made  out  of  the  plea  that  it  is  a  scheme 
to  rob  the  poor  for  the  benefit  of  the  rich.     In  so  far  as  the 
poor — meaning  thereby  those  who  are  mainly  interested  in  the 
primary  instruction  are  concerned — the  plea  is  worse  than  in- 
sincere, it  is  deceptive ;  because  the  only  interest  which  they 
have  in  the  endowments   now  is  to   see  that  a  door  to  the 
higher  instruction  shall  be  opened  to  them  by  their  means. 
And  this  is  precisely  what  the  Commissioners  propose  to  effect 
by  endowing  the  secondary  schools  in  provincial  towns,  and 
supplying  stepping  stones  to   them  from  the  parish  schools,, 
and  from  them  to  the  universities,  by  means  of  bursaries.     Ta. 
offer  gratuitous  in  place  of  cheap  education,  as  to  some  extent 
the  old  endowments  no  doubt  do,  to  the  non-pauper  class,  is 
simply  to  degrade  and  pauperise  them ;  and  to  the  pauper  class 
gratuitous  education  is  not  only  supplied,  but  if  need  be  is  forced 
on  them  by  the  Compulsory  Clause.    The  interest  of  the  poor, 
on  the  other  hand,  whether  paupers  or  not,  in  the  endowment 
of  local  secondary  schools  is  positively  greater  than  that  of  the 
classes  above  them,  because,  at  whatever  inconvenience,  the 
wealthier  classes  always  can,  and  in  Scotland  always  have, 
procured  secondary  education  for  their  children.     The  poor,, 
on  the  other  hand,  have  been  cut  off  from  it  altogether,  except 
in  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  it  was  brought  within  their 
reach  by  the  parish  schools,  and  the  preliminary  classes  at  the 
universities. 

But  the  ratepayer  cry,  which  Mr.  Maclaren,  the  Member 
for  Edinburgh,  has  raised,  and  which  Mr.  Maitland,  the 
Member  for  Kirkcudbright,  has  taken  up,  is  not  quite  so  easily 
disposed  of,  as  that  of  those  for  whom  the  rates  are  paid.  An 
endowment  for  the  support  of  primary  education  in  a  district, 
Mr.  Maitland  contends,  is  a  legacy  to  the  ratepayers — a  suc^ 
cession  which  has  opened  to  them  by  the  operation  of  the 
Education  Act — to  which  they  are  just  as  much  entitled  as 
any  other  legatee  is  entitled  to  any  other  windfall.  The 
answer  is,  we  presume,  that  the  ratepayers  were  not  in  the  con** 
templation  of  the  testators ;  nay,  that  they  were  expressly  ex- 
cluded bv  destinations  which  were  essentially  educational.  If 
the  fulfilment  of  the  intentions  of  the  founders  had  become 
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impoB^ble,  their  own  heirs  at  law,  and  fiuliog  them  th 
bom  of  whom  every  testator  'contemplates  iU  the  bac 
not  the  ratepaj^ers,  would  be  entitled  to  take  the  pla 
orimnal  beneficiaries.    But  it  has  not  become  impossil 
MTuia  of  the  founders  still  admit  of  being  fulfilled,  th 
under  the  conditions  which  they  cont^nplated,  by  t1 
pointed  out  by  the  Commlasioners.  '  But  this,  though  i 
IS  not  all.     The  Legislature  did  not  intend  that  t£e  1 
Act  should  press  unequally  upon  the  ntepayers  in 
districts ;  *  and  if  it  had  contemidated  such  a 
payment  of  the  rates  oat  of  old  educational 
contingency  would  have  been  provided  again 
ratepayers  nay  rest  assured  that  they  wil 
against  the  pauperiaing  efiPecte  of  paying 
oof  of  funds  which  were  destined  for  othi 
extent  a  paternal  legislature  will  not  fail  to  c 

These  considerations  seem  fully  to  justify  t1 
of  the  Commissioners,  that  wherever  there  ai 
'  ments'  for  educational  purposes,  they  sb( 
the  development  of  the  existing  secondai 
foundation  of  new  ones,  and  to  bringing  thi 
Scotland  generally  up  to  the  condition  of  tti 
ment  of  the  Dick  Bequest.  That  this  lattt 
Admits  of  realisation  without  raising  the  Hos] 
^■ider  aspects  at  all,  is  obvious  when  we  lei 
«ndowments  in  Scotland  under  100/,  a  year  for  prima 
tioual  purposes  which  amount  in  the  a^;r^ 
year. 

But  the  Conunissioners  have  gone  further  t 
indicated  in  adaptivig  their  recommendations 
the  lower  middle  class.  With  reference  to 
the  greatest  of  all  the  Edinbui^h  hospitals,  i 
revenue    in   1873   was   18,950/.,    after  su^ 

*  In  the  '  Summary  of  the  Work  of  the  First 
■*  Board  (1876),'  we  read :  *  No  other  large  Board  ii 
"*  able  to  keep  its  rate  for  the  third  year  as  low  as 

*  The  low  rate  in  Edinburgh  is  largely  due  to  the  i 
'  educated  by  the  various  Educational  Trusts  id  i 

*  render  a  great  service  to  the  community '  (p.   19] 

*  They,'  the  Board,  '  have  been  advised  that  nnde 
'  are  not  entitled  to  expead  any  portion  of  the  Schi 
'  High  School  beyond  meeting  the  expense  of  the 
<  lion'  (lb.).  An  aTTangement  which  permits  aucht 
of  Edinburgh  to  starve  its  High  School  in  order  tl 
exceptionally  low  rate,  can  scarcely  be  long  maiotaii 
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•  *  •  ■ 

fi>uildationers  should  be  restricted  to  sixty^  that  the  boardingw 
oM  system  should  be  more  extensively  adopted,  and  that  the 
University  bursaries,  open  to  candidates  from  all  parts  of 
-{Scotland,  should  be  increased ;  they  add :  ^  There  remains  for 
^  consideration  the  question  whether  the  new  public  secondary 

*  school/  into  which  they  propose  that  Heriot's  should  be  con- 
verted, '  should  have  any  distinctive  character.     Looking  to 

*  the  andple  supply  of  education  in  Edinburgh  of  the  usual  type, 
^  we  are  disposed  to  recommend  that  the  school  should  be  so 

*  organised  as  to  be  specially  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the 
^  industrial  and  commercial  classes.'  After  quoting  from  the 
evidence  of  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  Professor  Fleeming  Jenkin, 
Sir  Bartle  Frere,  the  replies  to  Lord  Stanley's  circular  to 
H.M.'s  representatives  abroad,  in  1868,  &c.,  the  facts  with 
which  we  are  all  so  familiar,  as  to  the  inferiority  of  industrial 
training  in  this  country,  they  conclude : 

'  We  are  of  opinion  that  Heriot's  Foundation  offers  an  opportunity 
for  establishing  a  school,  somewhat  after  the  model  of  the  Real  Schulen 
— one  in  which  the  basis  of  education  shall  be  mathematical  and 
practical  to  the  same  degree  that  in  our  ordinary  secondary  schools  the 
basis  is  classical.  Indeed,  we  should  be  disposed  to  recommend  the 
exclusion  of  classics,  believing  that  where  a  classical  education  is  given, 
it  is  apt,  as  being  the  more  fashionable,  to  oust  or  starve  the  modem 
ipatruction  that  may  be  given  alongside  of  it/  * 

When  we  reflect  on  the  fact,  to  which  Mr.  Sellar  has  called 
attention,!  that  the  income  of  Heriot's  Hospital  is  just  about  the 
same  as  that  of  Eton,  excluding  the  ecclesiastical  benefices  in 
the  gift  of  the  latter ;  and  that  the  annual  revenue  of  Donald- 
ton's  Hospital,  which  is  over  10,000/.  a  year,  is  nearly  twice 
that  of  Rugby,  even  those  of  us  who  cannot  altogether  join  in 
the  panegyrics  which  he  bestows  on  the  English  public  schools  X 


•  Third  Report,  p.  52.  f  Higher  Education  of  Scotland,  p.  17. 

I  The  Commissioners  exhibit  an  occasional  tendency  to  go  off  into 
raptures  about  the  '  great  English  public  schools ; '  a  circumstance 
which  probably  provoked  the  cruel  contrast  which  Dr.  Donaldson  has 
drawn,  in  his  '  Lectures  on  Education,*  between  them  and  the  schools 
of  Prussia.  The  imitations  of  English  schools  which  have  been  pro- 
duced at  Glenalmond  and  Fett^s,  as  attempts  to  revive  for  the  higher 
classes  the  monastic  system  which  has  been  so  emphatically  condemned 
in  the  Edinburgh  Hospitals,  are  veiy  unlikely  ever  to  be  accepted  as 
models  for  Scottish  schools.  But  the  organisation  of  some  system  of 
boarding  for  the  children  of  parents  who  do  not  reside  in  the  town  in 
which  Uie  school  is  situated  is  surely  very  desirable,,  and,  one  would 
hope,  not  unattainable.  The  irrational  opposition  which  has  a)l  along 
been  offered  to  the  establishment  of  places  of  residence  under  Academic 
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will  hesitate  as  to  whether  Scotland  would  have  equal  value  for 
her  money,  even  if  the  recommendations  of  the  Commissioners 
were  adopted,  and  Heriot's  converted  into  a  technical,  and 
Donaldson's  into  a  deaf  and  dumb  school.  But  the  recommen- 
dations are  in  full  accordance  with  the  liberal  and  philanthrope 
spirit  of  the  age,  and  ought  to  acquit  the  Commissioners  of  the 
charge  of  cherishing  aspirations  beyond  the  sympathies  of  the 
class  which  George  Heriot  desired  to  favour.  There  were 
mechanics  in  his  day  as  well  as  in  ours :  he  himself  was  one  of 
them  :  and  it  is  significant  of  the  fact  that  he  did  not  conceive 
their  interests  to  be  bounded  by  technology,  and  consequently 
would  not  have  objected  to  the  bursaries  to  which  the  Com- 
missioners propose  to  apply  a  portion  of  his  funds,  that  be 
himself  provided  that  his  beneficiaries  should  be  sent  to  the 
High  School,  the  instruction  at  which  was  far  more  exclusively 
classical  then  than  now. 

Whatever  is  done  in  other  respects,  however,  we  trust  that 
the  better  endowment  of  the  head-masterships  of  the  old  pro- 
vincial grammar  schools  will  not  be  overlooked.  This  we 
regard  as  altogether  the  primary  object  to  which  the  surplus 
funds  of  the  educational  endowments  of  Scotland  ought  to  be 
applied ;  and  failing  them,  for  which  public  money  should  be 
given  without  grudging.  We  urge  this,  not  only  on  behalf  of 
the  schools,  but  because  we  consider  it  likely  to  prove  far  more 
important  than  the  creation  of  bursaries,  scholarships,  or  any 
other  form  of  assistance  to  youth,  as  an  incentive  to  learned 
industry,  more  especially  among  the  poorer  classes.  It  is  want 
of  inducements  to  learn,  far  more  than  want  of  the  means  of 
learning,  that  depresses  the  higher  instruction  in  Scotland  in 
every  department.  Prudent  and  farseeing  as  Scotchmen  are, 
the  inducements  which  our  educational  reformers  have  hitherto 
presented  to  them  will  never  tempt  them  to  devote  their  lives 
to  a  career,  however  attractive,  by  which  they  cannot  earn  a 
decent  subsistence. 

The  scholarships,  and  even  the  so-called  fellowships,  which 
private  generosity  has  recently  instituted  at  the  Scotch 
Universities,  are  tenable  for  the  most  part  only  for  three, 
never  for  more  than  four  years;   the  professorships,  even  if 

wiperintendence,  for  students  attending  the  Scottish  Universities,  forms 
0»<»  only  possible  justification  for  Lord  Salisbury's  proposal  to  confine 
v\y>  limning  of  candidates  for  the  Indian  Civil  Service  to  Oxford  and 
y^iM*>»4*uige.  Otherwise  it  must  be  regarded  merely  as  an  expression 
•  H  ^^  Iwlouqr  of  the  success  of  the  Scotch  in  India  which  has  always 
s.%4»  I  wit  by  Englishmen. 
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they  were  better  endowed,*  can  fall  only  to  a  few,  and  are 
attainable  only  after  a  position  has  been  gained  which,  in  most 
cases,  must  cost  the  labour  of  more  tnan  half  a  lifetime. 
During  the  intermediate  period,  when  the  battle  of  life  is 
liardest  with  him,  and  his  own  powers  of  work  are  at  their 
height,  the  ^  hapless  pedagogue  is  sent,'  as  Professor  Blackie 
.  once  happily  said,  *  to  break  stones  in  the  valley  of  poverty,' 
.and  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  should  so  often  bid  a  sorrowful 
farewell  to  the  Muses  who  have  brought  him  to  such  a  plight, 
and  stretch  forth  his  hand  to  the  golden  fruit  which  hangs  on 
every  tree  except  those  which  hedge  in  *  the   despised  and 

*  neglected  nook  of  the  dominie.'  ^  All  parade  of  normal  schools,' 
cried  this  veteran  reformer,  thirty  years  ago,  *  and  local  boards, 
^  and  inspectors,  and  ministers  of  public  instruction,  will  be  in 

*  Tain,  unless  the  people  in  this  country  rei>ent  of  their  past 

*  depreciation  of  the  most  valuable  ot  public  services,  and 
^  determine  seriously  that  the  schoolmaster  shall  be  treated 

*  like  a  gentleman.'  *  The  paramount  importance  of  this  object 
is  one  as  to  which  there  never  has  been  the  least  diflference  of 
opinion  amongst  those  whose  knowledge  entitled  them  to 
express  an  opinion  at  all.  Listen  to  Professor  Sellar  in  his 
address  to  the  graduates  in  Arts  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh 
last  April. 

'  If  asked  why  Germany  can  realise  this  ideal/  of  a  learned  class, 
'^  and  Scotland  cannot,  I  sliould  answer  that  the  explanation  is  not 
to  be  found  in  any  natural  superiority  of  the  German  over  our 
Scottish  youth.  There  is  as  true  a  capacity  for  study,  love  of  study, 
energetic  application  to  study,  among  our  own  students  as  among  any 
atudents  in  the  world  Nor  is  the  sole  or  chief  explanation  to  be 
fbimd  in  the  defective  state  of  our  secondary  pchools,  which  is  itself 
rather  a  consequence  and  symptom  of  the  same  original  cause.  If 
eur  secondary  schools  sent  us  up  students  as  well  prepared  as  those 
who  pass  the  '*  Abiturienten  Examen ''  of  tlie  German  schools,  the 
essential  condition  of  training  a  learned  class  of  thinkers  or  discoverers 
would  still  be  wanting.  The  country  provides  no  career  for  them. 
We  cannot  hold  out  to  any  considerable  number  of  our  studious 
youth  the  hope  of  professorships  and  sub^rofessorships  which 
a,nimates  German  industry.  We  have  scarcely  anything  corre- 
sponding to  the  fellowships,  tutorships,  and  other  offices  connected 
with  the  great  English  Colleges.  We  have  never  had  anything  like 
those  coveted  posts  of  learnt  leisure,  canonries  and  deaneries,  by 
^e  prospect  of  which,  through  their  long  and  intimate  connexion 
with  a  rich  and  powerful  Church,  the  English  Universities  could 
tempt  in  past'  times  their  sons  into  the  ways  o£  learning.     We  have 

*  An  Appeal  to  the  Scottish  People  on  the  Improvement  of  their 
Scholastic  and  Academical  Institutions,  p.  6. 
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nothidg  evea '  like  the  well-paid  and  well-esteemed  masterships  ia 
schools,  the  hope  of  which  now  animates  the  competition  •ibr  the 
triposes  of  Cambridge  and  the  class-li^ts  of  Oicft>rd.  If  we  of  the  Arts 
Faculty  aimed  at  training,  and  were  fully  competent  to  trfun,  a  daift 
of  men  solely  to  read,  think,  and  investigate,  we  should  have  first  to 
apply  to'  our  brethren  of  the  Medical  Faculty  to  discover  some  means 
by  which  they  could  live  on  air.' 

These  words  have  our  unqualified  assent,  and  we  draw 
attention  to  them  the  more  anxiously^  on  this  occasion,  because 
we  feel  that  they  may  prevent  disappointments  which  might 
not  impossibly  befall  educational  reformers  who  occupied  them- 
selves exclusively  with  the  improvement  of  the  schools  a^ 
teaching  institutions,  and  the  construction  of  *  ladders  '  from 
one  grade  of  them  to  another.  •  No  canny  Scot  will  put  his 
foot  on  a  ladder  unless  he  can  see  something  substantial  at  the 
top  of  it.  It  is  their  failure  to  appreciate  this  national  charac- 
teristic that  has  set  our  well-intentioned  University  reformers 
on  what  we  cannot  but  regard  as  a  fake  scent ;  and  it  is  far. 
from  impossible  that  the  same  fate  may  be  in  store  for  those, 
in  many  cases  the  same  public-spirited  individuals,  who  are 
now  striving  for  the  improvement  of  our  secondary  schools. 
One  single  well-endowea  head-mastership,  like  that  of  Fettes; 
known  to  be  open  to  Scotch  schoolmasters,  provided  an  eligible 
candidate  can  be  found  amongst  them,  will  do  more  to  etiitiu- 
late  scholarship  in  Scotland  than  fifty  fellowships  or  a  hundred 
bursaries.  Clever,  ambitious,  and  spirited  young  men  will 
laugh  at  the  privations  from  which  bursaries  or  fellowships^ 
can  relieve  them ;  but  they  will  not  risk  their  prospects  in  life> 
and  it  is  an  ignoble  country  that  can  ask  them  to  do  so. 

Whilst  these  pages  are  passing  through  the  press,  the  last  of 
the  publications  which  we  enumerate  has  come  into  our  hands. 
It  is  a  vigorous  pleading  for  the  retention  of  the  Scotch  Edu- 
cation Board  as  a  permanent  institution,  and  for  the  eztenaioB 
of  its  powers ;  and  as  it  is  not  only  based  on  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Glasgow  branch  of  the  Educational  Institute,  but  ex- 

{ cresses  what  we  believe  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion  in  Sc6t- 
and,  we  call  attention  to  it  gladly.  By  many  the  intrusion  of 
English  educational  ideas  into  Scotland  is  regarded  as  little 
better  than  a  covert  attempt  to  avenge  BannocKbum. 

'  We  in  Scotland,'  says  the  writer, '  feel,  and  are  to  be  excused  if  w6 
fsel,  that  we  would  have  more  confidence  in  having  our  edttoatioa.coii* 
trolled  by  men  who  live  among  ourselves,  and  are  influ^iced  by  tlie 
causes  which  so  strongly  influence  us  in  respect  of  what  is  particukr  in 
kind  and  needful  in  arrangement  for  the  proper  development  of  oar 
own  national  system  of  education.  We  think  we  have  something  par- 
ticular in  our  educational  system,  and  that*  this  should  be  continued' 
and  preserved ;  and  hence  we  think  it  inevitable  that  if  you  have  lords 
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and  gentlemen  and  officials  who  have  a  special  care  of  English  ednca- 
tion,  the  mere  naming  of  them  **  the  Scottish  Education  Department,** 
when  they  come  to  deal  with  Scottish  education,  will  not  prevent  the 
influence  of  the  greater  country  from  dominating  in  deciding  what  they 
shall  require  and  pay  for  as  proper  instruction  in  an  ordinary  Scottish 
school/     (P.  5-6.) 

And  he  urges  his  plea  mainly  in  behalf  of  the  secondary  edu- 
cation. 

'  But,  further,  is  secondary  education  ever  again  to  have  that  en- 
couragement which  it  once  had,  and  so  much  requires  to-day  in  Scot- 
land ?  Then  how  is  this  to  be  attained,  and  its  quality,  and  its  resolta 
tested  and  paid  for  as  elementary  education  now  is  ?  Is  it  to  be  left, ' 
as  the  Act  now  leaves  it,  to  the  discretion  of  the  School  Boards  in  each 
buo-gh  to  do  as  they  please  ?  I  believe  it  cannot  be  so  left,  and  that  if 
it  could,  it  ought  not.  What,  then,  is  to  be  done  ?  The  Education 
Department  will  not  undertake  its  supervision.  Mr.  Sellar,  in  hia 
Manual  of  the  Act  (p.  11),  says  that  in  Committee  on  the  Bill,  June 
13,  1872,  the  Education  Department,  through  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Council  on  Education,  repudiated  all  req>onsibility  with  regard  to 
higher  education.  But  we  in  Scotland  have  always  connect^  ele- 
mentary and  secondary  education,  and  have  found  it  to  our  advantage 
to  do  so,  and  we  cannot  see  how  in  one  part  of  its  work,  and  that  the 
lower  education,  a  School  Board  should  be  supervised,  and  so  strictly 
too,  while  in  the  other  part,  and  that  relating  to  the  higher  education, 
it  ^ould  be  in  effect  &ee  from  control.  We  think  a  Scottish  Board 
oould  very  well  have  both  committed  to  it,  and  be  trusted  to  manage 
both  to  the  satis&ction  and  advantage  of  the  country,  and  we  woiud 
hope,  also,  to  the  admiration  of  the  world.  But,  lastly,  here,  I  loolc  at 
what  the  Board  has  done  during  the  three  years  of  its  existence — and 
while  not  saying  that  it  has  committed  no  errors,  which  would  be  to 
say  its  members  and  officials  are  not  human,  I  point  to  the  general 
satisfaction  given  to  the  country  by  their  services,  notwithstanding  the 
unexpected  amount,  variety,  difficulty,  and  novelty  of  the  work  re- 
quired of  them.' 

We  cannot  join  in  the  distrust,  which  this  writer  expressesy 
of  the  School  Boards,     Even  as  regards  secondary  educatioii 
we  believe  they  have  left  little  undone  that  the  Act  placed 
within  their  power.     But  the  School  Boards  cannot  be  left 
entirely  to  themselves ;  and  the  opinion  that  their  supervision 
by  the   Education  Department  in  London  has  been,  and  is. 
likely  to  be,  injurious  to  the  interests  of  secondary  instnictioii 
18  so  tiniversal  in  Scotland  as  to  form  a  serious  objection  to  its- 
continuance.     ^  The  grand  objection  to  the  present  arrange- 
^  ment/  exclaims  the   author  of  this  pamphlet,  ^  is  that  the 
*  whole  tendency  of  it  is  to  lower  Scottish  education '  (p.  6). 
Whilst  it  is  held  in  so  little  honour^  we  counsel  the  Depart- 
ment, for  its  own  sake,  to  put  a  Scottish  Board  between  it  and 
the  people  of  Scotland. 
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Abt.  IX, —  The  Life  and  Letters  of  Lord  Macaulay.  By 
George  Otto  Treveltan,  Esq,,  M.P.  2  vols.  8vo. 
London:  1876.  ' 

Tn  the  early  years  of  this  century  two  men  were  bom  in 
"^     England,  destined  to  exercise  no  common  influence  on  the 
literature  of  their  country  and  the  opinions  of  their  own  age, 
and  possibly  of  all  future  time.     Both  of  them  were  devoted 
by  natural  gifts,  by  education,  and  by  taste  to  the  cultivation 
and  the  love  of  letters,  and  as  men  of  letters  they  will  be  judged 
by  posterity.     The  power  they  wielded,  and  sought  to  wield, 
was  that  most  enduring  of  all  dominions,  the  dominion  of  the 
pen.     Statesmen,  warriors,  orators,  judges,  inventors  cross  the 
stage  of  life,  but  the  great  writers  remain  upon  it.     The  in- 
fluence of  a  Homer,  a  Thucydides,  or  a  Bacon  is  not  only 
untouched,  but  it  is  extended,  by  time.     Countless  generations 
will  feel  it,  as  past  generations  have  felt  it,  as  we  feel  it  now. 
These  are  the  fixed  stars  of  human  history ;  they  shine  with 
the  pure  lustre  of  thought;  their  constellation  never   sets; 
whatever  is  most  abiding  in  the  fitful  destiny  of  man,  abides  in 
them. 

To  attfun  to  some  share  in  this  influence  was  the  object  to 
which  the  two  lives  we  have  now  in  view  were  directed.  From 
infancy  they  followed  it  with  unconscious  passion,  for  at  an  age 
when  children  are  commonly  engrossed  by  their  toys  or  iheir 
grammars,  these  boys  revelled  in  the  works  of  great  thinkers, 
poets,  and  historians.  Their  amazing  powers  of  memory  re- 
tained all  these  impressions  with  a  vivacity  and  reality  seldom 
acquired  by  the  most  laborious  study.  Like  beings  endowed 
with  another  sense,  they  only  perceived  by  later  observation 
that  their  fellow  creatures  achieved  by  infinite  drudgery  what 
came  to  them  by  nature  and  intuition.  The  infancy  and  boy- 
hood of  John  Stuart  Mill  and  Thomas  Babington  Macaulay 
were  marvellous,  and,  what  is  not  less  amazing,  they  both  ful- 
filled the  promise  of  their  earliest  years. 

But  here  the  parallel  must  cease,  or  rather  the  parallel  be- 
comes a  contrast  We  shall  not  again  retrace  the  eflfects  on 
Mill  of  the  d(^matism  of  unbelief,  of  the  excessive  strain  on 
the  reasoning  Inculties,  of  a  sensitive  nature  bound  in  an  iron 
Bhilosophical  creed,  of  the  absence  of  all  tender  domestic  in- 
fluences, of  a  pasdon  rebellious  to  the  laws  of  the  world  if  not  of 
morals,  and  of  a  morbid  dislike  to  society,  which  soured  hb  views 
of  life  and  left  him  in  doubt  of  all  tlungs.  Invert  every  one 
of  these  propositions,  and  you  have  a  Macaulay.     He  was,  we 
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readilj  concede  it,  inferior  to  Mill  as  a  powerful  and  original 
thinker — less  as  a  logician,  less  as  an  abstract  philosopher. 
But  he  carried  with  him  through  life  the  most  intense  enjoy- 
ment of  it ;  he  was  blest  with  afifections  for  those  nearly  allied 
to  him  as  warm  and  tender  as  ever  touched  the  heart  of  man ; 
he  was  harassed  by  no  bitter  or  lawless  passions ;  his  sense  of 
his  own  powers  never  swelled  into  vanity  or  affectation ;  every- 
thing amused  and  delighted  him  which  set  in  motion  the  aerial 
shapes  of  his  imagination ;  his  conversation  was  the  most  brilliant 
and  varied  that  had  been  heard  for  a  cenf  ury — if  indeed  anything 
like  it  was  ever  heard  at  all ;  and  he  held  fast  to  manly,  libenu, 
and  enlightened  principles,  with  a  passionate  earnestness  which 
left  no  room  for  scepticism  or  despondency.  These  qualities 
may  be  traced  in  his  writings,  and  they  contributed  largely  to 
the  charm  with  which  he  grouped  the  personages  of  history 
in  the  most  picturesque  and  dramatic  forms,  giving  to  every- 
thing he  touched  the  freshness  of  life.  He  has  been  accused 
of  heightening  the  colours  and  exaggerating  the  attitudes  he 
threw  upon  the  canvas ;  but  this  was  no  more  than  the  result  of 
his  own  exuberant  nature.  He  saw  all  things  in  strong  light 
and  shade,  because  there  was  sunshine  on  them  all.  Nothing 
was  hazy  or  indistinct ;  nothing  overcast  with  doubt  or  gloom. . 
This,  however,  is  not  the  time  or  the  place  to  expatiate  in 
needless  criticism  or  panegyric  on  Lord  Macaulay's  writings. 
They  enjoy  a  popularity  beyond  the  range  of  fiction,  and  they 
have  merits  which  will  fascinate  the  world  when  the  most  popular 
fictions  of  the  day  have  ceased  to  please.  Our  business  to-day 
is  to  trace,  what  his  nephew  well  calls  ^  the  joyous  and  shining 
*  pilgrimage '  of  their  author  through  the  world,  and  we  rejoice 
that  these  volumes  record  in  the  familiar  language  of  common 
life  the  warmth  of  heart,  the  enthusiasm,  and  the  simplicity  of 
character  which  were  united  in  Lord  Macaulay  to  the  most 
marvellous  attainments.  No  man  was  ever  less  anxious  to 
obtrude  his  personal  claims  to  distinction  on  the  world.  He 
cultivated  literature  as  an  art,  but  the  artist  was  kept  out  of 
sight.  His  work  was  purely  objective.  Even  in  his  speeches 
and  in  his  conversation,  and  still  more  in  his  writings,  the 
nature  of  his  discourse,  the  subject  of  his  descriptions,  absorbed 
him  altogether.  His  biographer  justly  remarks  that  it  would 
be  almost  as  hard  to  compose  a  picture  of  the  author  from  his 
History,  his  Essays,  and  his  Lays,  as  to  evolve  an  idea  of 
Shakspeare  from  ^  Henry  the  Fiflh'  and  ^  Measure  for  Measure.' 
His  manner  of  life,  his  habits  of  thought,  his  lively  affections 
were  really  known  to  those  only  who  enjoyed  his  intimacy. 
With  a  vast  acquuntance  his  bosom  friends  were  few  in  number^ 
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and  t)f  these  by  far  the  nearest  and  dearest 
of  his  own  family.  By,  them,  or  by  their  i 
of  privacy  whiph  it  pleased  him  to  retain  O' 
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distinotion  in  the  liberal  arte.  He  had  not  been  'sent  to  a< 
public  schooly  a  circumstance  which  had  perhapa  allowed  him  > 
a  greater  latitude  and  freedom  in '  his  studies,  and  when  he 
eoitered  Trinity  College  he  entered  "ixpon  the  world.  His  first 
appearance  in  public  life  seems  to  have-  been  at  a  Cambridge 
election,  when  the  mob  were  hustling  the  successful  candidates. 
His  ardour  was  cooled  by  receivifag  a  deaH  cat  full  in  the  face. 
The  man  who  had  thrown  the  missile  assured  him  that  it  was 
by  mistake,  and  that  the  cat  was  meant  for  Mr.  Adeane.  *  I 
'  wish,'  said  Macaulay, '  that  you  ha'd  meant  it  for  me  and  hit 

*  Mr.  Adeane' — a  joke  worthy  of  an,  older  politician. 

Mr.  Trevelyan  has  descnbed  with  a  tinge  of  hereditary 
sympathy  the  strong  attachment  of  Macaulay  for  Cambridge, 
and  above  all  for  Trinity.  That  was  indeed  the  starting  place 
and  the  goal,  the  very  Mecca  of  his  life ;  and  it  was  there  he 
xeceived  the  impressions  which  formed  and  moulded  his  charac- 
ter and  his  intellect 

'  Of  all  his  places  of  sojourn  during  bis  joyous  aiid  shining  pilgrim- 
age through  the  world,  Trinity,  and  Trinity  alone,  had  any  share  with ' 
his  home  in  Macaulay *8  affection  and  loyalty.  To  the  last  he  regarded 
it  as  an  ancient  Greek  or  a  niediferal  Italian  felt  towards  bis  native  city. 
As  long  as  he  had  place  and  standing  there,  he  never  lefl  it  willingly  or 
returned  to  it  without  delight.  The  only  step  in  his  course  about  the 
wisdom  of  which  he  sometimes  expressed  misgiving  was  his  preference 
of  a  London  to  a  Cambridge  life.  The  only  dignity  that  in  his  later 
days  he  was  known. to  covet  was  an  honorary  fellowship  which  would 
hiEive  allowed  him  again  to  look  through  his  window  upon  the  college 
grass-plots,  and  to  sleep  within  sound  of  the  splashing  of  the  fountain ; 
again  to  breakfast  on  commons,  and  dine  beneatli  the  portraits  of  Newton 
and  Bacon  on  the  dais  of  the  hall ;  again  to  ramble  by  moonlight  round 
Neville*s  Roister  discoursing  the  picturesque  but  somewhat  exoteric 
philosophy  which  it  pleased  him  to  call  by  the  name  of  metaphysics. 
From  the  door  of  his  rpoms,  along  the  wall  of  the  Chapel,  there  runs  a 
flagged  pathway  which  affords  an  acceptable  relief  &om  the  rugged 
pebbles  that  surround  it.  Here  as  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  he  would  walk, 
book  in  hand,  morning  afber  morning  throughout  the  long  vacation, 
reading  with  the  same  eagerness  and  the  same  rapidity  whether  the 
volume  was  the  most  abstruse  of  treatises,  the  loftiest  of  poems,  or  the 
flimsiest  of  novels.  That  was  the  spot  where  in  his  failing  years  he 
q)ecia]ly  loved*  to  renew  the  feelings  of  the  past,  and  some  ^ere  are 
who  can  never  revisit  it  without  the  &ncy  that  there,  if  anjrwhere,  his 
dear  shade  must  linger.' 

The  group  of  men  he  met  there  was  remaricable — the  present 
Lord  Grey,  Liord  Belper  and  Lord  Romilly,  the  three  brothers 
Villiers,  r  raed,  Moultrie>  Sidney  Walker,  and  aboqre  all,  Charles  ^ 
Austin, 

*  whose  fame  would  now  be  more  in  proportion  to  his  extraordinaiy 
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enteriDg  on  the  journey  of  life  amidst  such  a  band  of  travellers.  So 
long  as  a  door  was  open  or  a  light  burning  in  any  of  the  courts  Macaulay 
was  always  in  the  mood  for  conversation  and  companionship.  Unfailing 
in  his  attendance  at  lecture  and  chapel,  blameless  with  regard  to  college 
laws  and  college  discipline,  it  was  well  for  his  virtue  that  no  curfew  was 
in  force  within  the  precincts  of  Trinity.  He  never  tired  of  recalling 
the  days  when  he  supped  at  midnight  on  milk-punch  and  roast  turkey^ 
drank  tea  in  floods  at  an  hour  when  older  men  are  intent  upon  anything 
rather  than  on  the  means  of  keeping  themselves  awake,  and  made  little 
of  sitting  over  the  Are  till  the  bell  rang  for  morning  chapel  in  order  to 
see  a  friend  off  by  the  early  coach.  In  the  license  of  the  summer  vaca- 
tion, after  some  prolonged  and  festive  gathering,  the  whole  party  woidd 
pour  out  into  the  moonlight  and  ramble  tor  mile  after  mile  through  the 
country  till  the  noise  of  their  wideflowing  talk  mingled  with  the  twit^ 
tering  of  the  birds  in  the  hedges  which  bordered  the  Coton  pathway  or 
the  Madingley  road.  On  such  occasions  it  must  have  been  well  worth 
the  loss  of  sleep  to  hear  Macaulay  plying  Austin  with  sarcasms  upon 
the  doctrine  of  the  Greatest  Happiness,  which  then  had  still  some  glos» 
of  novelty  ;  putting  into  an  ever-fresh  shape  the  time-honoured  jokes 
against  the  Johnians  for  the  benefit  of  the  Yillierses ;  and  urging  an 
interminable  debate  on  Wordsworth's  merits  as  a  poet,  in  which  the 
Coleridgea,  as  in  duty  bound,  were  ever  ready  to  engage.  In  this 
particular  field  he  acquired  a  skill  of  fence  which  rendered  him  the 
most  redoubtable  of  antagonists.  Many  years  afterwards,  at  the  time 
when  the  Prelude  was  fresh  from  the  press,  he  was  maintaining  against 
the  opinion  of  a  large  and  mixed  society  that  the  poem  was  unreadable. 
At  last,  overborne  by  the  united  indignation  of  so  many  of  Words- 
worth's admirers,  he  agreed  that  the  question  should  be  referred  to  the 
test  of  personal  experience :  and  on  inquiry  it  was  discovered  that  the 
only  individual  present  who  had  got  through  the  Prelude  was  Macaulay 
himself. 

'  It  is  not  only  that  the  witnesses  of  these  scenes  unanimously  declare 
that  they  have  never  since  heard  such  conversation  in  the  most  re- 
nowned of  social  circles.  The  partiality  of  a  generous  young  man  for 
trusted  and  admired  companions  may  well  colour  his  judgment  over 
the  space  of  even  half  a  century.  But  the  estimate  of  university  con- 
temporaries was  abundantly  confirmed  by  the  outer  world.  While  on 
a  visit  to  Lord  Lansdowne  at  Bowood,  Austin  and  Macaulay  happened 
to  get  upon  college  topics  one  morning  at  breakfast.  When  the  meal 
was  finished  they  drew  their  chairs  to  either  end  of  the  chimney-piece,, 
and  talked  at  each  ether  across  the  hearth-rug  as  if  they  were  in  a 
first-floor  room  in  the  Old  Court  of  Trinity.  The  whole  company,, 
ladies,  artists,  politicians,  and  diners-out  formed  a  silent  circle  round 
the  two  Cantabs,  and,  with  n  short  break  for  lunch,  never  stirred  till 
the  bell  warned  them  that  it  was  time  to  dress  for  dinner. 

'  It  has  all  irrevocably  perished.  Witii  life  before  them,  and  each 
intent  on  his  own  future,  none  among  that  troop  of  friends  had  the  mind 
tc  play  Boswell  to  the  others.* 

Neither  of  these  friendly  disputants,  certainly,  Vanted  either 
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Tokfia  or  ^inrjy  which  were  regarded  as  the  two  first  con- 
ditions of  Attic  oratory ;  but  let  posterity  be  consoled.  We 
are  old  enough  to  havQ  heard  in  our  time  a  great  deal  of  Austin's 
argumentative  conversation,  and  opportunities  were  not  want> 
ing  to  us ;  but  b^l^ant  as  it  undoubtedly  was,  something  of 
the  reputation  of  tjl^ese  eminent  talkers  was  due  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  their  audience.  It  is  true,  however,  that  conversation 
pitched  in  so  high  a  key — so  animated,  so  instructive,  and  so 
amusing — ^is  not  to  be  heard  in  modem  society. 

These  literary  conversations,  followed  by  the  animated 
debates  of  the  Cambridge  Union,  in  which  Austin,  Macaulay, 
Komilly ,  and  Praed  took  the  lead,  probably  contributed  as  much 
to  the  future  success  of  these  men  as  the  lessons  of  their 
tutors.  Macaulay^s  definition  of  a  scholar  was  a  man  who 
could  read  Plato  with  his  feet  on  the  fender.  He  had  himself 
no  great  share  of  that  critical  scholarship,  then  much  in  fashion, 
which  raised  a  man  to  the  bench  of  Bishops  by  editing  a  Greek 
tragedy.  But  he  had  through  life  what  is  far  better,  a  vast 
and  lively  acquaintance  with  Greek  literature.  Homer  was 
as  familiar  to  him  as  ^  Paradise  Lost.'  During  his  retire- 
ment in  India  the  Greek  poets  and  orators  were  his  constant 
companions.  But  at  Cambridge  his  classical  attainments 
earned  for  him  no  distinction  except  a  Craven  scholarship,  to 
which  he  added  on  two  occasions  the  Chancellor's  medal  for 
English  verse.  He  was  not  chosen  a  fellow  of  his  college 
until  his  third  trial,  nominally  for  the  strange  reason  that  his 
translations  from  Greek  and  Latin  into  English  were  too  bald 
and  unadorned.  When  the  Tripos  of  1822  appeared  his  name 
was  not  in  it ;  in  short,  Macaulay  was  *  gulfed '  (as  his  nephew 
expresses  it),  and  he  was  disabled  from  contending  for  the 
Chancellor's  classical  medals.  This  failure,  for  such  it  was, 
was  mainly  due  tp  his  hatred  of  mathematics.  Thus  he  ex- 
claims to  his  mother  in  a  letter  written  in  1818 : — 

'  I  can  scarcely  beai'  to  write  on  Mathematics  or  Mathematicians, 
Oh  for  ivords  to  expt^ss  my  abomination  of  that  science^  if  a  namo 
sacred  to  the  useful  and  embellishing  arts  may  be  implied  to  the  per- 
fxsption  and  recollection  of  certain  properties  in  numbers  and  figures ! 
bh  that  J  had  to  learn  'astrology,  or  demonology,  or  school  divinity  I 
Oh  that  I  were  to  pore  over  Thomas  Aquinas,  and  to  adjust  the  relation 
of  Entity  with  the  two  Predicaments,  so  that  I  were  exempted  from  this 
miserable  study  !  "  Discipline  "  of  the  mind.!  Say  rather  starvation, 
confinement,  torture,  annihilation !  But  it  must  be.  I  feel  myself 
becoming  a  personification  of  Algebra,  a  living  trigonometrical  canon,  a 
walking  table  of  Logarithms.  All  my  perceptions  of  elegance  and  beantj 
gone,  or  at  least  going*    ^y  the  end  of  the  term  my  ln»in.  will  be  ''  as 
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'  ^  dry  as  the  remainder  biwmit  i^ter  a  voyage."'    Oh  16  change  C^m  for 


€ 


Perhaps  the  recollectum  of  these  disappoii^tii]\ents  tended  to 

ive  him  a  lo^  estimate  of  University  honouirs,  much  as  he 

^inred  his  University.     In  his  later  years  he  yrrpte  f  after  all, 

^'what  a  man  does  at  Cambridge  is,  in  itself|» '^^<>thin^.     If  he 

*  makes  a  poor  figure  in  life,  his  having  been  Senior  W  rangier, 

*  or  University  scholar,  is  never  mentioned  tut  with  derision. 
^  If  he  makes  a  distinguished  figure,  his  early  honours  merge 

*  in  those  of  later  date.'  This  opinion  is,  however,  inconsistent 
with  the  arguments  of  his  celebrated  speech  (delivered  in  1855), 
in  favour  of  competitive  examination,  when  hie  entertained  and 
amazed  the  House  of  Commons  by  a  rapid  enumeration  of  the 
performances  of  a  score  of  Senior  Wranglers.  It  was  said  of 
Macanlay  by  his  most  intimate  and  dearest  friend  that  he  never 
really  applied  himself  to  any  pursuit  that  was  against  the 
grain.  Had  he  set  his  ptiind  on  taking  high  honours,  he 
probably  could  have  accomplished  it.  But  his.  mind  wanted 
those  habits  of  severe  application,  governed  by  a  strong  will, 
without  which  no  man  can  conquer  the  *  relucti^ntes  dracones ' 
of  life.  For  this  same  reason  it  was  not  in  his  destiny  to 
become  a  great  lawyer  or  a  great  statesman.  He  wantea  for 
his  growth  the  liberty  of  the  broad  fields  of  lii^r^ture.  There 
without  an  effort  he  could  roam  and  rule.  At  this  very  time, 
in  1822,  he  competed  with  success  for  a  prize  of  ten  pounds, 
bequeathed  by  Mr.  Greaves  of  Fulboum  for  the  best  essay 
on  the  conduct  and  character  of  William  III.  There  was 
struck  the  keynote  of  his  life.  The  essay  is  still  in  existence, 
and  it  shows  that  the*  Junior  Bachelor  of  two  and  twenty 
thought  and  wrote  with  the  same  spirit  as  the  grave  historian 
of  forty-eight. 

'  In  a  passage  that  occurs  towards  the  close  of  the  essay  may  be  traced 
something  more  than  an  outline  of  the  peroration  in  which,  a  quarter  of 
a  century  later  on,  he  siunmed  up  the  character  and  results  of  the  Revolu- 
tion of  1688.  "  To  have  been  a  sovereign,  yet  the  champion  of  liberty ; 
*  a  revolutionary  leader,  yet  the  supporter  of  social  order,  is  the  peculiar 
'  glory  of  William.  He  knew  where  to  pause.  He  outhiged  no  national 
^  prejudice*  He  abolished  no  ancient  form.  He  altered  no  venerable 
'  namie.  He  saw  that  the  existing  institutions  possessed  the  greatest 
'  capabilities  of  excellence,  and  that  ntronger  sanctions  and  clearer 
'  definitions  were  alone  required  to  make  the  practice  of  the  British 
'  constitution  as  admirable  as  the  theory.  Thus  he  imparted  tp  inno- 
'  vation  the  dignity  and  stability  of  antiquity.  He  tdm^erred  to  a  hap- 
'  pier  order  of  things  the  associations  which  had  att^c^ed  iihe  people  to 
^  their  former  government.  As  the  Roman  warriof ,  before  he  assaulted 
^  Veil,  invoked  its  guardian  gods  to  leave  its  walls/ hnd  to  accept  the 
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"  worship  and  patronise  the  cause  of  the  besiegers,  this  great  prince,  in 
'*  attacking  a  system  of  oppres5>ion,  summoned  to  his  aid  the  yenerable 
''  principles  and  deeply  seated  feelings  to  which  that  system  was  indebt- 
"  ed  for  protection."  ' 

There  was  in  truth  in  Macaulay,  though  to  judge  by  the 
results  of  his  life  no  one  would  suppose  it,  a  vast  amount  of 
indolence.  His  reading  was  universal,  but  he  wandered  like  a 
bee  over  every  blossom  in  the  garden,  and  the  wonder  is  that 
any  honey  was  made.  The  following  passage  from  a  journal 
kept  by  his  sister  Margaret  is  extremely  curious: — 

*  March  30,  1831. — Tom  has  just  left  me,  after  a  very  interesting 
conversation.  He  spoke  of  his  extreme  idleness.  He  said  :  '^  I  never 
knew  such  an  idle  man  as  I  am.  When  1  go  in  to  Empson  or  Ellis 
their  tables  are  always  covered  with  books  and  papers.  I  cannot  stick 
at  anything  for  above  a  day  or  two.  I  mustered  industry  enough  to 
teach  myself  Italian.  I  wish  to 'speak  Spanish.  I  know  I  could  master 
the  difficulties  in  a  week,  and  read  any  book  in  the  language  at  the  end 
of  a  month,  but  I  have  not  the  courage  to  attempt  it.  If  there  had  not 
been  really  something  in  me,  idleness  would  have  ruined  me." 

*•  I  said  that  I  was  surprised  at  the  great  accuracy  of  his  information, 
considering  how  desultory  his  reading  had  been.  "  My  accuracy  as  to 
facts,"  he  said,  "  I  owe  to  a  cause  which  many  men  would  not  confesk 
It  is  due  to  my  love  of  castle-building*  The  past  is  in  my  mind  soon 
constructed  into  a  romance."  He  then  went  on  to  describe  the  way  in 
which  from  his  childhood  his  imagination  had  been  filled  by  the  stndy 
of  history.  "  With  a  person  of  my  turn,"  he  said,  "  the  minute  touches 
are  of  as  great  interest,  and  perhaps  greater,  than  the  most  important 
events.  Spending  so  much  time  as  I  do  in  solitude,  my  mind  would 
have  rusted  by  gazing  vacantly  at  the  shop  windows.  As  it  is,  I  am  no 
sooner  in  the  streets  than  I  am  in  Greece,  in  Rome,  in  the  midst  of  the 
French  Revolution.  Precision  in  dates,  the  day  or  hour  in  which  a 
man  was  bom  or  died,  becomes  absolutely  necessary.  A  slight  fact,  a 
sentence,  a  word,  are  of  importance  in  my  romance.  Pepys's  Diary 
formed  almost  inexhaustible  ibod  for  my  fancy.  I  seem  to  know  every 
inch  of  Whitehall.  I  go  in  at  Hans  Holbein's  gate,  and  come  out 
through  the  matted  gallery.  The  conversations  which  I  compose  be- 
tween great  people  of  the  time  are  long,  and  sufficiently  animated  :  in 
the  style,  if  not  with  the  merits,  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's.  The  old  parts 
of  London,  which  you  are  sometimes  surprised  at  my  knowing  so  well, 
those  old  gates  and  houses  down  by  the  river,  have  all  played  their  part 
in  my  stories."  He  spoke,  too,  of  the  manner  in  which  he  used  to 
wander  about  Paris,  weaving  tales  of  the  Revolution,  and  he  thought 
that  he  owed  his  command  of  language  greatly  to  this  habit.* 

On  October  1,  1824,  Macaulaj  was  elected  Fellow  of 
Trinity,  which  gave  him  a  temporary  independence,  of  essen- 
tial value  to  him  in  the  next  seven  years,  and  in  1826  he  was 
called  to  the  Bar,  and  joined  the  Northern  Circuit  at  Leeds. 
But  his  study  of  law  had  been  as  perfunctory  as  his  study  of 
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mathematics^  and  his  legal  career  seems  to  have  been  confined 
to  writing  Aristophanic  jests  for  the  bar  mess.  Fortunately 
in  1828  Lord  Lyndhurst,  just  at  the  close  of  the  Goderich 
Ministry,  gave  him  a  Commissionership  of  Bankruptcy,  which 
raised  his  mcome  to  about  a  thousand  a  year. 

Nothing  in  Macaulay's  literary  career  excites  in  us  more 
astonishment  than  his  contributions  to  ^  Knight's  Magazine/ 
written  when  he  was  only  three  and  four  and  twenty,  whilst  he 
was  reading  for  this  fellowship,  which,  with  some  little  diffi- 
culty, he  at  last  obtained.  The  *  Fragment  of  a  Koman  Tale  * 
(June  1823)  breathes  all  the  fire  and  tenderness  of  passionate 
love — a  theme  the  writer  never  touched  upon  again;  and 
perhaps  it  suggested  to  Bulwer  the  most  gracmil  of  the  scenes 
in  the  ^  Last  Days  of  Pompeii.'  The  scenes  from  '  Athenian 
^  Revels '  reflect,  as  in  a  glass,  the  dramatic  style  of  Plato  and 
the  daring  wit  of  Aristophanes.  The  Essays  on  the  Italian 
writers  show  that  Macaiday  had  already  sounded  the  ocean 
•depths  of  Dante  and  traced  to  their  source  the  brighter 
streams  of  Petrarch's  song.  The  review  of  Mitford's  *  Greece  ' 
(November  1824)  displays  the  same  marvellous  acquaintance 
with  Hellenic  politics  and  literature,  and  it  winds  up  with  a 
passage  of  splendid  eloquence  on  the  immortal  influence  of 
Athens.  No  doubt,  it  may  be  said,  that  these  pages  are 
overcrowded  with  allusions  and  imaged,  which  a  more  mature 
age  would  have  restrained.  But  what  clearness  of  thought ! 
what  abundance  and  what  rhythm  of  language !  That  young 
author  might  have  been  addressed  in  the  prophetic  words 
applied  by  Socrates  to  Isocrates  at  about  the  same  age.  *  He 
^  seems  to  me  to  have  a  genius  above  the  oratory  of  Lysias 

*  and  altogether  to  be  tempered  of  nobler  elements.  And  so 
'  it  would  not  surprise  me  if,  as  years  go  on,  he  should  make 
'  all  his  predecessors  seem  like  children  in  the  kind  of  oratory 

*  to  whicn  he  is  now  addressing  himself;  or  if— supposing  this 
'  should  not  content  him — some  diviner  impulse  should  lead 

*  him  to  greater  things.  My  dear  Phaedros,  a  certain  philo- 
"*  sophy  is  inborn  in  him.'  *  Already,  at  four  and  twenty, 
Macaulay  was  incontestibly  the  first  rhetorician  of  an  age 
fertile  in  literary  genius.  Well  might  Jeffrey  exclaim,  as  he 
did  on  the  receipt  of  the  first  article  written  for  this  Journal, 

*  The  more  I  think  the  less  I  can  conceive  where  you  picked 

*  up  that  style.'  Of  the  contributions  with  which  Macaulay 
continued  for  many  years  to  honour  these  pages,  it  would  be 
unbecoming  and  superfluous  for  us  to  speak.      Though  he 

*  Plato,  Phaedros,  sup.  fin. 
VOL.  CXLIII.   NO.  CCXCII.  O  O 
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regarded  them  as  fugitive  productions,  tbey  have  taken  a 
prominent  place  in  literature,  »nd  we:  know  not  how  many 
miUioBS  of  copies  have  been  circulated  in  Britain  and  America, 
throughout  the  English-speaking  world. 

The  Macaulay  family  migrated  in  1823  to  a  large  rambling 
house  in  Great  Ormond  Street^  at  the  comer  ^  of  Powis  Place, 
a  quarter  of  London  which,  though  not  fashionable,  was  still 
in  those  days  inhabited  by  judges,  -barristers,  and  merchants* 
These  were  Tom  Macaulay's  London  quarters  ;  until  1829 
(when  he  went  to  live  in  chambers  in  Gray's  Inn),  and  here 
tiie^great  critic  and  future  orator  and  statesman  passed,  in  the 
bosom  of  his  ftEunily ,  the  gayest  years  of  his  life.  His  spirits  and 
his' drollery  were  mexhaustible. 

'  *  The  fun  that  went  on  in  Great  Ormond  Street  was  of  a  jovial,  and 
scMl^med  uproatiotifi,  descriptton.  Even  when  the  ftinil^r  was  by 
kadf,  the  scbool-room  and  the  drawing-room  were  full  of  youi^ 
people;  and  friends  and  oousiofi  flocked  in  numbers  to  a  reaoxt 
where  ao  much  merriment  was  perpetually  on  foot.  There  were  sea- 
sons diuring  the  school  holidays  when  the  house  overflowed  with  noise 
and  frolic  from  morning  to  nidit ;  and  Macaulay,  who  at  any  period 
of  his  life  could  literally  spend  whole  days  in  playing  with  children^ 
>\ras  master  of  the  innocent  revels.  Games  of  hide  and  seek,  that 
lasted  for  hours,  with  shouting  and  the  blowing  of  horns  up  and  down 
the  stairs  and  through  every  room,  were  varied  by  ballads,  which, 
like  the  Scalds  of  old,  he  composed  during  the  act  of  recitation,  wluk 
the  others  struck  in  with  the  chorus.  He  had  no  notion  whatever  of 
music,  but  an  infallible  ear  for  rhythm.  His  knack  of  improvisation 
he  at  all  times  exercised  freely.  The  verses  which  he  thus  produced, 
and  which  he  invariably  attributed  to  an  anonymous  author  whom  he 
styled  "  the  Judicious  Poet,**  were  exclusively  for  home  consumption. 
Some  of  these  effusions  illustrate  a  sentiment  in  his  disposition  which 
wai  among  the  most  decided,  and  the  most  frequently'  and  loudly 
expi^ssed.  Macaulay  was  only  too  easily  bored,  and  th(»e  whom  he 
considered  fools  he  by  no  means  suffsred  gladly.  He  onoe  amused  his 
sisters  by  pouring  out  whole  Iliads  of  extempore  do^erel  upon  liie 
head  of  an  unfortunate  country  squire  of  their  acquaintance  ^o  had 
a .  habit  of  detaining  people  by  the  button,  and  who  was  especially 
ad(^icte4  to  the  society  of  the  higher  order  of  cleigy. 

"  His  Grace  Archbishop  Manners  Sutton 
Could  not  keep  on  a  single  button. 
As  ibr  Hight  Kevsrend  John  of  Chester, 
His  waistcoats  open  at  the  breast  are. 
Our  friend  has  filled  a  mighty  trunk 
With  trophies  torn  from  Doctor  Monk, 
And  he  has  really  tattered  foully 
The  vestments  of  Archbishop  Howley. 
-  No  button  oould  I  late  discern  on 

The  garments  of  Archbishop  Venion, 
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A&d'xteves  hadhis  fingera  meroy 
Upon  the  garb  of  £ishr>p  Percy, 
»  •  ,The  buttons  fly  from  Bishop  Elyd^r 

Like  corks  that  spring  from  bottled  cyder,*' 

'  and, so  on  throughout  the  entire  bench,  imtil,.afber  a  good  half-hour  of 
heai:^  and  spo^tai^eo^a  nonsense*  the  girls  would  go  laughing  back  tp 
their  Italian  and  their  drawing-boards.* 

Mr.  TrevelyAn>  who  haa  himself  the  fanuly  taste  for  this 
quaint  sort '  of  humoup,  ba»  not^  scrupled  to  mix  a  good  many 
specimens  of.  this  amusing  doggerel  with  the  graver  matters 
of  his.  book.  We  see  no  reason  to  blame  him.  They  are  as 
characteristic  of  his  uncle  as  the  highest  flights  of  his  rhetoric 
or  his  eloquence*^  They  are  the  natural  outburst  of  his  amazing 
spirits^  which  could  extract  as. much  amusement  from  a  street 
ballad  or  a  bad  novel  as  from  the  wit  of  Boiardo  and*  Aristo- 
phanes..  And,  after  all,  if  many  of  the  jokes  are  bad  jokes^ 
they  are  not  worse  than  the  puns  and  gibes  on  which  the  name 
of  Swift  has  conferred  a  lasting  interest,  and  they  are  scrupu- 
lously free  from  Swift's  vulgarity  and  coarseness.  There  never 
was  a  purer  mind  or  more  sensitive  taste,  in  these  respects, 
than  that  of  Macaulay  ;  and  no  doubt  he  owed  this  refinement 
partly  to  temperament,  but  far  more  to  the  circumstance  that 
he  had  been  brought  up,  and  spent  his  whole  life,  in  the  closest 
intimacy  of  friendship  and  sympathy  with  his  sisters.  Zachary 
Macaulay  had  five  daughters  and  four  sons ;  of  whom  Lord 
Macaulay  was  the  eldest.  Of  the  other  sons  it  is  unnecessary 
to  speak.  The  daughters  nearest  to  the  age  of  their  illustrious 
brother  were,  as  far  as  we  know,  ladies  educated  in  the  strict 
opinions  of  the  Clapham  sect ;  but  their  brother  always  spoke 
of  them  with  tender  affection,  and  when  Jane  died  he  declared 
his  heart  was  broken.  Hannah  More  Macaulay,  afterwai-ds 
Lady  Trevelyan,  and  Margaret,  married  to  Mr.  Edward 
Cropper,  who  died  in  1834,  though  respectively  ten  and  twelve 
years  younger  than  their  eldest  brother,  were  his  dearest  play- 
mates and  associates.  Lady  Trevelyan  was,  of  all  the  family, 
the  member  most  congenial  to  himself.  She  shared  his  enthu- 
siastic curiosity  ;  she  ranged  like  him  through  whole  galleries 
of  fiction,  until  it  was  said  tlmt  she  and  her  brother  between 
them  could  have  re- written  ^  Sir  Charles  Grandison,'  and  pro- 
bably Miss  Au8ten*s  novels  to  boot ;  she  aiccompanied  him  to 
India ;  she  returned  with  him  to  share  the  glory  of  his  later 
years ;  and  «he  bequeathed  to  her  son  the  filial  task  of  com* 
piling  this  biography.  We  remember  no  other  instance  of  so 
complete  and  unbroken  a  union  of  two  persons  in  that  charming 
relation  of  life.     And  the  cause  of.  this  singularity  .is  this,  that 
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Macaulay  neyer,  as  far  as  we  know,  or  as  this  book  reveals  to 
us,  transferred  his  affections  to  any  other  woman.  He  seems 
never  to  have  been  in  love;  there  is  nowhere  the  slightest 
propensity  to  marriage ;  he  does  not  appear  even  to  have  cor- 
responded, or  lived  on  terms  of  intimate  friendship  with  any 
woman,  outside  his  family  circle.  He  liked  the  society  of 
women 

«  When,  m  gHded  dra>ving  rooms,  thy  breast 
Swells  to  the  sweeter  sound  of  woman's  praise.* 

He  was  warmly  attached  to  those  who,  high  in  heart  and 
intellect,  shed  a  lustre  alike  on  society  and  on  domestic  life,  as 
the  late  Lady  Stanhope  and  the  present  Duchess  of  Argyll ; 
he  was  grateful  to  Lady  Holland  for  her  kindness,  even  when 
she  wept  and  raved  at  his  going  to  India.  But  no  woman 
appears  ever  to  have  exercised  over  him  that  irresistible 
charm,  from  which  no  other  man  of  genius  and  feeling  was 
ever,  we  believe,  exempt.  His  heart,  as  it  is  termed,  was 
given  to  his  sisters  alone;  when  Margaret  died  during  his 
residence  at  Calcutta,  he  pours  forth  ajl  the  passionate  grief 
of  a  lover,  and  declares  he  had  almost  lost  his  reason ;  hence- 
forth Hannah  and  her  children  became  and  remained  the  sole 
objects  of  his  affection. 

The  following  passage  describes  his  own  intense  feeling  on 
this  subject : — 

'  The  attachment  between  brothers  and  sisters,*  he  writes  in  Novem- 
iber  1832,  '  blameless,  amiable,  and  delightful  as  it  is,  is  so  liable  to  be 
superseded  by  other  attachments  that  no  wise  man  ought  to  suffer  it  to 
/become  indispensable  to  him.  That  women  shall  leave  the  home  of 
^heir  birth,  and  contract  ties  dearer  than  those  of  consanguinity,  is  a 
^kw  as  ancient  as  the  first  records  of  the  history  of  our  race,  and  as 
imchangeable  as  the  constitution  of  the  human  body  and  mind.  To 
irepine  against  the  nature  of  things,  and  against  the  great  fundamental 
Jaw  of  all  society,  because,  in  consequence  of  my  own  want  of  fore- 
sight, it  happens  to  bear  heavily  on  me,  would  be  the  basest  and  most 
absurd  selfi^ness. 

'  I  have  sdll  one  more  stake  to  lose.  There  remains  one  event  for 
which,  when  it  arrives,  I  shall,  I  hope,  be  prepared.  From  that 
moment,  with  a  heart  formed,  if  ever  any  man*s  heart  was  formed,  for 
domestic  happiness,  I  shall  have  nothing  left  in  this  world  but  ambi- 
tion. There  is  no  wound,  however,  which  time  and  necessity  will  not 
render  endurable :  and,  after  all,  what  am  I  more  than  my  Ceithers, — 
^han  the  millions  and  tens  of  millions  who  have  been  weak  enough  to 
pay  double  price  for  some  favourite  number  in  the  lottery  of  life,  and 
who  have  suffered  double  disappointment  when  their  ticket  came  up  a 
blank?' 

And  he  wrote  in  this  strain  at  thirty-two  I 
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These  years,  then,  spent  in  Great  Ormond  Street,  were  chiefly 
employed  in  the  duties  of  the  Bankruptcy  Court  or  on  the 
Northern  Circuit,  where  he  held  no  brief,  in  writing  a  series  of 
articles  for  this  Journal,  some  purely  literary,  and  some  directed 
with  great  force  against  the  Utilitarians  of  Queen  Square,  and 
in  the  keenest  enjoyment  of  domestic  life.     The  society  of  the 
Macaulay  family  was  restricted  to  a  few  friends  of  the  old 
Clapham  set;    their  means  were  small;    and  genius  had  not 
yet  broken  through,  the  wall  which  early  habits  had  built  round 
it.      He  had  been  obliged  to  sell  the  gold  medals  he  won  at 
Trinity,  and  even  later  he  would  sup  on  a  bit  of  cheese  sent 
him  by  a  Wiltshire  constituent,  with  a  glass  of  audit  ale  from 
the  old  College.     But  at  one  of  the  most  critical  moments  of 
his  life,  and,  as  it  turned  out,  of  English  history,  all  this  changed. 
The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  quick  above  all  men  to  discern 
indications  of  ability  in  literature  or  in  art  beyond  the  circle  in 
which  his  rank  and  age  placed  him,  and  not  less  kind  than 
prompt  in  raising  young  aspirants  from  obscurity  to  fame,  dis- 
cerned the  genius  of  Macaulay  in  his  writings,  even  before  he 
hnew  the  man. 

*  Public  affairs,'  writes  Lady  Trevelyan,  *were  become  intensely 
interesting  to  him.  Canning's  accession  to  power,  then  his  death,  the 
repeal  of  the  Test  Act,  the  Emancipation,  of  the  Catholics,  all  in  their 
turn  filled  his  heart  and  soul.  He  himself  longed  to  be  taking  his  part 
in  Parliament,  but  with  a  very  hopeless  longing. 

*  In  February  1830  I  was  staying  at  Mr.  Wilberforce's  at  High  wood 
Hill  when  I  got  a  letter  from  your  uncle,  enclosing  one  from  Lord 
LansdoAvne,  who  told  him  that  he  had  been  much  struck  by  the 
articles  on  Mill,  and  that  he  %7ished  to  be  the  means  of  first  introducing 
their  author  to  public  life,  by  proposing  to  him  to  stand  for  the  vacant 
seat  at  CaJne.  Lord  L:msdowne  expressly  added  that  it  was  your 
uncle's  high  moral  and  private  character  wluch  had  determined  him  to 
make  the  offer,  and  that  he  wished  in  no  respect  to  infiuence  his  votesy 
but  to  leave  him  quite  at  liberty  to  act  according  to  his  conscience.  I 
remember  flying  into  Mr.  Wilberforce's  study,  and,  absolutely  speech- 
less, putting  the  letter  into  his  hands.  He  read  it  with  much  emotion, 
and  returned  it  to  me,  saying:  **  Yoiu:  father  has  had  great  trials^ 
obloquy,  bad  health,  many  anxieties.  One  must  feel  as  if  Tom  were 
given  him  for  a  recompense."  He  was  silent  for  a  moment,  and  then 
his  mobile  face  lighted  up,  and  he  clapped  his  hand  to  his  ear,  and 
cried  :  **  Ah  !  I  hear  that  shout  again.    Hear !  Hear  !     What  a  life  it 


was." 


'  And  so  on  the  eve  of  the  most  momentous  conflict  that  ever  was 
fought  out  by  speech  and  vote  within  the  walls  of  a  senate-house,  the 
young  recruit  went  gaily  to  his  post  in  the  ranks  of  that  party  whose 
coming  fortunes  he  was  prepared  loyally  to  follow,  and  the  history  of 
whose  past  he  was  destined  eloquently,  and  perhaps  imperishably,  to 
record.* 
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We  know  no  second  argument  for  borough  influence  so  prac- 
tical as  this,  that  Calne,  undet  the  guidance  of  Lord  Lons^ 
downe,  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  within  thirty  years  two 
such  men  as  Thomas  Macauky  and  Robert  Lowe,  who  mighty 
and  probably  would,  otherwise,  have  sought  for  seats  in  vain, 
or  not  ventured  to  seek  for  them  at  all. 

On  entering  Parliament,  in  April  1830,Macaulay  addressed 
the  House  on  a  Bill  for  the  removal  of  Jewish  disabilities,  and 
once  again  on  some  other  occasion ;  but  .he  spoke  no  more ; 

*  doing  more,'  as  Mr.  Trevelyan  observes,  *  for  future  success 

*  in  Parliament  by  silence,  than  he  could  have  effected  by  half 
'  a  dozen  brilliant  perorations.'  The  time  was  at  hand  which 
was  to  give  far  greater  occasions  for  his  eloquence ;  and  we  do 
not  know  that  any  circumstance  in  Macaulay's  career  was 
more  fortunate,  than  the  accident  which  placed  him  in  Par- 
liament on  the  eve  of  the  Reform  agitation,  but  before  it  had 
begun.  The  Reform  Bill  was  brought  into  the  House  by 
Lord  John  Russell  on  March  1,  1831.  On  the  following  day 
Macaulay  delivered  the  first  of  his  great  speeches.  It  plac^ 
him  at  once  in  the  first  rank  of  Parliamentary  orators.  The 
excitement  of  the  House  knew  no  bounds.  Men  compared 
him  to  Fox,  Burke,  Canning,  and  Plunket-— to  the  greatest 
masters  of  language  and  the  noblest  champions  of  liberty. 
And  in  the  heat  and  fiiry  of  that  great  conflict,  which  was  des- 
tined to  regenerate  by  Reform  the  constitution  and  the  mon- 
archy of  England,  none  bore  a  more  vigorous  part  than  the  young 
member  for  Calne.  But  we  have  here  to  speak  less  of  his  poli- 
tical achievements  than  of  their  personal  results  to  himself. 

We  can  assure  Mr.  Trevelyan,  though  he  expresses  an  opposite 
opinion,  that  there  was  a  vast  deal  more  of  the  ^  exclusivenees 
'of  fashion'  in  1831  than  there  is  in  1876,  for  the  sway  of  Lady 
Jersey,  Lady  Cowper,  and  Princess  Lieven  was  an  absolute 
despotism  compared  with  the  anarchy  of  the  post-reform  period* 
Macaulay  never  aspired  to  be  a  man  of  fashion ;  he  had  too  much 
pride  and  not  enough  vanity  to  be  gratified  by  the  flattery  of 
people  whom  he  despised.  But  it  is  curious  to  learn  how  far 
apart  he  had  lived,  even  till  he  had  past  his  thirtieth  year, 
from  what  is  called  the  best  society  of  London.  Hence  it  was 
that  whilst  he  remained  singularly  free  from  the  levity  and  in- 
difference of  a  man  of  the  world,  he  never  acquired  the  ease 
of  manner,  the  lightness  of  touch,  or  the  graces  which  accom- 
pany high  breeding. 

'  Macaiilay  had  been  well  received  in  the  character  of  an  Edinbiogh 
Reviewer,  and  his  first  great  speech  in  the  House  of  Commons  at  once 
opened  to  him  all  the  doors  in  London  that  were  best  worth  entering. 
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Brouglit  up,  a0  be  had  been,  in  a  household  which  was  perhaps  ih» 
strictest  and  the  homeliest  among  a  set  of  families  whose  creed  it  was  to 
live  outside  the  world,  it  put  his  strength  of  mind  to  the  test  when  be 
found  himself  courted  and  observed  by  the  most  distinguished  and  the 
most  formidable  personages  of  the  day.  Lady  Holland  listened  to  him 
with  unwonted  deference,  and  scolded  him  with  a  circumspection  that 
was  in  itself  a  compliment.  Rogers  spoke  of  him  with  friendliness  ahd 
to  him  with  positive  affection,  and  gave  him  the  last  proof  of  his  esteem 
and  admiration  by  asking  him  to  name  the  morning  for  a  br^dc&st- 
party.  He  was  treated  widi  almost  fatherly  kindness  by  the  -able  and 
worthy  man  who  is  still  remembered  by  the  name  of  Conversation 
Sharp.  Indeed)  his  deference  for  the  feelings  of  all  whom  he  liked  and 
respected,  which  an  experienced  observer  could  detect  beneath  the 
eagerness  of  his  manner  and  the  volubility  of  his  talk,  made  him  a 
favourite  among  those  of  a  generation  above  his  own.  He  bore  his 
honours  quietly,  and  enjoyed  them  with  the  natural  and  hearty  pleasure 
of  a  man  who  has  a  taste  for  society,  but  whose  ambitions  lie  elsewhere. 
For  the  space  of  three  seasons  he  dined  out  almost  nighdy,  anJd  spent 
many  of  his  Sundays  in  those  suburban  residences  which,  ^  regards  the 
company  and  the  way  of  living,  are  little  else  than  sections  of  London 
removed  into  a  purer  air.' 

The  descriptions  of  his  new  social  relations,  written  for  the 
amusement  of  his  sisters,  are  entertaining  enough,  and  will  be 
read  with  the  interest  which  always  clings  to  such  reminiscences* 
But,  inasmuch  as  the  writer  could  paint  every  portrait  but 
his  own,  even  the  conversation  of  Holland  llouse  loses  much  of 
its  brilliancy  when  Macaulay's  voice  takes  no  part  in  it.  Yet 
we  must  borrow  one  or  two  sketches. 

•London:  July  11,  1831. 

*  My  dear  Sister, — Since  I  wrote  to  you  I  have  been  out  to  dine  and 
sleep  at  Holland  House.  We  had  a  very  agreeable  and  splendid  party; 
among  others  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Richmond,  and  the  Marchioness 
of  Clanricarde,  who,  you  know,  is  the  daughter  of  Canning.  She  is 
very  beautiful,  and  very  like  her  father,  with  eyes  full  of  fire,  and  great 
expression  in  all  her  features.  She  and  I  had  a  great  deal  of  talk.  She 
showed  much  cleverness  and  information,  but,  I  thought,  a  little  more 
of  political  animosity  than  is  quite  becoming  in  a  pretty  woman. 
However,  she  has  been  placed  in  peculiar  circumstances.  The  daughter 
of  a  statesman  who  was  a  martyr  to  the  rage  of  faction  may  be  pardoned 
for  speaking  sharply  of  the  enemies  of  her  parent :  and  she  did  speak 
sharply.  With  knitted  brows,  and  flashing  eyes,  and  a  look  of  feminine 
vengeance  about  her  beautiful  mouth,  she  gave  me  such  a  character  of 
JPeel  as  he  would  certainly  have  had  no  pleasure  in  hearing. 

*  In  the  evening  Lord  John  Russell  came ;  and,  soon  after,  old  Tal- 
leyrand. I  had  seen  Talleyrand  in  very  large  parties,  but  had  never 
been  near  enough  to  hear  a  word  that  he  said.  I  now  had  the  pleasure 
of  listening  for  an  hour  and  a  half  to  his  conversation.  He  is  certainly 
the  greatest  curiosity  that  I  ever  fell  in  with.  His  head  is  sunk  down 
between  two  high  shoulders.     One  of  his  feet  is  hideously  distorted. 
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His  face  is  as  paJe  as  that  of  a  corpse,  and  wrinkled  to  a  frightfol 
degree.  His  eyes  have  an  odd  glassy  stare  quite  peculiar  to  them.  Hi« 
hair,  thickly  powdered  and  pomatumed,  hangs  down  his  shoulders  od 
each  side  as  straight  as  a  pound  of  tallow-candles.  His  conversation,, 
however,  soon  mfdees  you  forget  his  ugliness  and  infirmities.  There  is 
a  poignancy  without  ^ort  in  all  he  says,  which  reminded  me  a  little  of 
the  character  which  the  wits  of  Johnson's  circle  give  of  Beauclerk.  For 
example,  we  talked  about  Mettemich  and  Cardinal  Mazarin.  ^^  J*y 
trouve  beaucoup  a  redire.  Le  Cardinal  trompait ;  mais  il  ne  mentait 
pas.     Or,  M.  de  Mettemich  ment  toujours,  et  ne  trompe  jamais." ' 

The  same  compliment,  if  it  be  one,  that  Talleyrand  paid  Xo 
the  Cardinal  might  fairly  be  addressed  to  the  most  powerful 
and  successful  of  living  Ministers. 

The  portraits  of  the  host  and  hostess  are  uncommonly  like. 

•  London :  July  26,  1831. 
*  My  dear  Sister, — On  Saturday  evening  I  went  to  Holland  House. 
There  I  found  the  Dutch  Ambassador,  M.  de  Wessemburg,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Vernon  Smith,  and  Admiral  Adam,  a  son  of  old  Adam  who  fought 
the  duel  with  Fox.     We  dined  like  Emperors,  and  jabbered  in  several 
languages.     Her  Ladyship,  for  an  esprit  fort,  is  the  greatest  coward 
that  I  ever  saw.     The  last  time  that  I  was  there  she  was  frightened  out 
of  her  wits  by  the  thunder.     She  closed  all  the  shutters,  drew  all  the 
curtains,  and  ordered  candles  in  broad  day  to  keep  out  the  lightning,  or 
rather  the  appearance  of  the  lightning.     On  Saturday  she  was  in  a 
terrible  taking  about  the  cholera ;  talked  of  nothing  else ;  refused  to 
eat  any  ice  because  somebody  said  that  ice  was  bad  for  the  cholera; 
was  sure  that  the  cholera  was  at  Glasgow ;  and  asked  me  why  a  cordon 
of  troops  was  not  instantly  placed  around  that  town  to  prevent  all 
intercourse  between  the  infected  and  the  healthy  spots.     I*ord  Holland 
made  light  of  her  fears.     He  is  a  thoroughly  good-natured,  open, 
sensible  man ;  very  lively ;  very  intellectual ;  well  read  in  politics, 
and  in  the  lighter  literature  both  of  ancient  and  modern  times.    He 
sets  me  more  at  ease  than  almost  any  person  that  I  know,  by  a  certain 
good-humoured  wav  of  contradicting  that  he  has.     He  always  begins 
by  drawing  down  his  shaggy  eyebrows,  making  a  face  extremely  like 
his  uncle,  wagging  his  head  and  saying:    "Now  do  you  know,  Mr. 
Macaulay,  I  do  not  quite  see  that.     How  do  you  make  it  out  ? "    He 
tells  a  story  delightfully,  and  bears  the  pain  of  his  gout  and  the  con- 
finement and  privations  to  which  it  subjects  him,  with  admirable  forti- 
tude and  cheerfulness.     Her  Ladyship  is  all  courtesy  and  kindness  to 
me :  but  her  demeanour  to  some  others,  particularly  to  poor  Allen,  is 
such  as  it  quite  pains  me  to  witness.     He  is  really  treated  like  a  negro 
slave.     "  Mr.  Allen,  go  into  my  drawing-room  and  bring  my  reticule.**^ 
"  Mr.  Allen,  go  and  see  what  can  be  the  matter  that  they  do  not  bring^ 
up  dinner.**     "  Mr.  Allen,  there  is  not  enough  turtle-soup  for  you. 
You  must  take  gravy  soup  or  none."     Yet  I  can  scarcely  pity  the  man. 
He  has  an  independent  income,  and,  if  he  can  stoop  to  be  ordered  aboat 
like  a  footman,  I  cannot  so  much  blame  her  for  the  contempt  with 
which  she  treats  him.' 
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liord  Grey  was  not  very  prompt  to  recognise  the  services 
which  had  been  rendered  to  his  government  by  the  zeal  and 
eloquence  of  this  youthful  ally,     OflSce  was  notoriously  of  im- 
portance to  Macaulay,  and  the  sooner  he  was  engaged  in  the 
active  service  of  the  government  the  better.     Yet  he  was  only 
offered  at  first  a  Commissionership  at  the  Board  of  Control^ 
and  it  was  not  till  the  autumn  of  1832  that  he  succeeded  his 
friend  Hyde  Villi6rs  in  the  Secretaryship  of  that  Office,     No 
doubt  it  was  fortunate^  as  it  turned  out,  that  an  ofiicial  con- 
nexion with  the  government  of  India  was  his  first  step  in  the 
public   service.     The  following  session,  moreover,  witnessed 
the  passing  of  a  most  important  India  Bill,  which  threw  open 
the  China  Trade ;  extinguished  slavery  in  the  British  territories 
in  the  East ;  and  made  a  considerable  step  towards  the  transfer 
of  the  sovereignty  of  India  from  the  Company  to  the  Crown. 
This  measure  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Charles  Grant,  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Control.     But  it  had  been  in  a  great  part 
prepared  by  Macaulay,  and  it  was  defended  by  hmi  in  the 
House  with  the  most  brilliant  eloquence.     The  session  of  1833, 
however,  did  not  pass  without  many  anxieties.     Macaulay, 
himself,  who  sat  for  Leeds  in  the  first  Keform  Parliament, 
was  desponding.     He  saw  *  nothing  before  him  but  a  frantic 
'  conflict  of  extreme  opinions ;  then  a  short  period  of  oppression ; 
'  then  a  convulsive  reaction ;  and  then  a  tremendous  crash  of 
*  the  Funds,  the  Church,  the  Peerage  and  the  Throne.'    Mr. 
Stanley's  Bill  for  the  emancipation  of  the  West  Indian  Negroes, 
based  on  a  long  period  of  apprenticeship,  was  strongly  con- 
demned  by  the  zealous  abolitionists,  by  Zachary  Macaulay, 
and  by  Macaulay  himself.     At  this  moment,  with  all  his  hopes 
of  political  power  and  influence  bursting  into  life,  whilst  pecu- 
niary embarrassments  were  gathering  round  his  family  to  such 
an  extent  that  for  several  years  every  penny  Macaulay  earned, 
beyond  what  the  necessities  of  life  demanded,  was  devoted  to 
paying  off  his  father's  creditors,  with  no  professional  income, 
and  no  means  of  subsistence  but  his  pen,  rather  than  support  a 
measure  which  he  conscientiously  disapproved,  Macaulay  twice 
tendered  his  resignation.     To  the  honour  of  the  government  it 
was  not  accepted,  and  he  was  allowed  to  stand  aloof  from  the 
West  India  Bill. 

In  the  touching  verses  he  wrote  after  his  defeat  at  Edinburgh 
in  1847,  the  Queen  of  Gain,  the  Queen  of  Fashion,  and  the 
Queen  of  Power  pass  scornfully  by  his  cradle,  and  leave  the 
nursling  to  pursue  a  nobler  and  a  happier  aim, — 

*  The  sense  of  beauty  and  the  thiret  for  truth.' 
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Nothing  could  be  more  sincere.  Hid  indifference  ta  g«in  was 
only  modified  by  the  desire  to  be  generous  to  others^  and  be 
did  not  reckofi  the  honours  or  amusements  of  the  world  amongst 
its  real  enjoyments.  But  it  is  singular  that  in  1838,  after  the 
extraordinary '  success  of  his  earliest  literary  productions,  it 
should  not  have  occurred  to  him  that  he  held  between  his  fingers 
a  power  which  might  instantly  create  and  command  wealth,  if 
not  *  beyond  the  dreams  of  avarice,'  yet  certainly  beyond  his 
own  wants.  Had  he  devoted  himself  at  once,  and  continuously, 
in  1833  to  literary  work — had  he  then  commenced  his  History, 
and  brought  out  a  volume  a  year,  he  might  have  realised  as 
large  a  fortune  as  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  probably  far  more 
than  he  brought  back  from  India.  But  such  was  the  simplicity 
bf  his  character  that  this  thought  never  struck  him.  It  was 
with  difficulty  that  he  was  persuaded  to  consent  to  the  re- 
publication of  his  Essays  and  Articles^-in  themselves  a  fortune ; 
and  he  seems  to  have  thought  there  was  something  humiliating 
in  degrading  literature  into  a  craft  or  profession. 

Literary  history  is  full  of  the  miseries  of  authors.  Macaulay 
knew  every  anecdote  in  existence  of  their  privations  and 
struggles.  The  affronts  Dryden  had  endured  from  Tonson,  the 
exigencies  Mackintosh  submitted  to  from  Lardner.  But  he  only 
discovered  by  long  and  late  experience  that  in  these  times  an 
author  of  genius,  who  manages  his  affairs  with  prudence,  may 
realise  gains  quite  equal  to  die  returns  of  any  other  professicm. 
It  would  probably  have  been  to  his  own  advantage,  and  certainly 
to  the  advantage  of  the  world,  if  he  had  never  been  tempted  to 
wander  from  the  paths  of  literature  into  the  beaten  tracks  of 
parliamentary  and  official  life. 

The  India  Bill  >of  1833,  which  Macaulay  had  largely  con- 
tributed to  frame  and  to  pass,  contained  a  provision  that  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Supreme  Council  at  Calcutta  should  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown  from  among  persons  not  being  servants 
of  the  Company.  This  office  was  called  the  legislative  mem- 
bership of  Council,  and  it  was  to  be  filled  by  a  lawyer,  chiefly 
with  a  view  to  improving  and  drafting  the  Acts  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India.  The  salary  was  ten  thousand  a  year,  and  to 
Macaulay  himself,  then  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  his  life, 
this  splendid  post  was  offered.  In  an  interesting  letter  to  his 
sisters,  which  is  too  long  to  quote,  he  weighs  the  favourable 
and  the  adverse  reasons.  Money  and  office  had  in  themsdves 
no  attraction  for  him ;  the  most  brilliant  employment  abroad 
was  to  him  an  almost  intolerable  exile.  But  he  felt  that  the 
political  prospects  of  his  party  were  gloomy;  he  knew  that 
the  state  of  his  father's  affairs  was  disastrous ;  and  he  desired 
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above  all  things  to  hj  by  a  modest  competency  before  he  again 

embarked  in  public  life.     On  these  grounds  he  resolved  to  leave 

England,  and  he  persuaded  his  sister  Hannah  to  accompany 

him  to  Calcutta.     Macaulay,  to  say  the  truths  knew  but  little 

of  law  and  less  of  Jndia— he  had  been  a  few  times  on  the 

Northern  Circuit,  and  he  had  sat  for  a  few  months  at  the  Board 

of  Control.     This  appointment  gave  a  new  direction  to  his 

powers,  and  studies,  before  repulsive,  acquired  a  new  interest. 

It  is  probable  that  we  owe  to  Macaulay's  Indian  experience 

two  oi  the  most  brilliant  essays  in  thie  English  language,  which 

have  brought  the  marvellous  fabric  of  the  British  Empire  in 

the  !East  visibly  before  millions   of  minds  that  had  never 

thought  of  it  before.     But  to  Macaulay's  dramatic  genius  the 

career  of  Clive  and  Warren  Hastings — the  triumph  and  the 

toil  of  the  great  EngUshmen  in  India— was  infinitely  more 

captivating  and  attractive  than  the  prodigious  spectacle  of 

India  itself,  with  its  laws,  its  religions,  its  castes,  its  customs, 

k8  languages,  dating  from  times  when  the  British  Isles  were  a 

swamp  and  a  forest,  inhabited  by  a  barbarous  race.     It  is 

extremely  characteristic,  that  the  chosen  companions  of  his 

•voyage  to  India  were  Richardson,  Voltaire,  Gibbon,  Sismondi, 

Hallam,  Don  Quixote,  Homer,  and  Horace,  with  a  few  books 

on  jurisprudence  and  a  couple  of  Persian  and  Hindostanee 

grammars.     On  the  voyage  he  says,  *  I  devoured  Greek,  Latin, 

^  Spanish,  Italian,  French,  and  English,  folios,  quartos,  octavos, 

*  and  duodecimos.'     We  have  no  doubt  of  it ;  but  we  question 

whether  Colebrooke's  Institutes  or  the  land-tenures  of  India  had 

a  very  larire  share  of  his  attention.     Indeed,  what  must  strike 

ever/re  Jer  with  astonishment,  is  the  vast  amoant  of  classical 

reading  and  research,  to  which,  judging  from  these  letters, 

Macaulay's  time  was  habitually  devoted  at  Calcutta. 

*  "  During  the  last  thirteen  months  I  have  read  jEschylus  twice ; 
Sophocles  twice ;  Euripides  once ;  Pindar  twice  ;  Callimachus ;  Apollo- 
nius  Rhodius ;  Quintus  Calaber ;  Theocritus  twice ;  Herodotus ;  Thu- 
cydides ;  almost  all  Xenophon's  works ;  almost  all  Plato ;  Aristotle's 
Politics,  and  a  good  deal  of  his  Organon,  besides  dipping  elsewhere  in 
him ;  the  whole  of  Plutarch's  Lives ;  about  half  of  Lucian  ;  two  or  three 
books  of  Atbenteus ;  Plautus  twice ;  Terence  twice ;  Lucretius  twice; 
€at¥dlu8 ;  TibuUus;  Propertius;  Lucan  ;  Statius;  Silius  Italicus ;  Livy; 
Velleius  Paterculus ;  Sallust ;  Cazsar ;  and,  lastly,  Cicero.  I  have,  in- 
deed, still  a  little  of  Cicero  left ;  but  I  shall  finish  him  in  a  few  days.  I 
am  now  deep  in  Aristophanes  and  Lucian." 

*  That  the  enormous  list  of  classical  works  recorded  in  the  foregoing 
letter  was  not  only  read  through,  but  read  with  care,  is  proved  by  the 
pencil  marks,  single,  double,  and  treble,  which  meander  down  the 
margin  of  such  passages  as  excited  the  admiration  of  the  student ;  and 
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by  the  remarks,  literary,  historical,  and  grammatical,  with  vrhich  th« 
Critic  has  interspersed  every  volume,  and  sometimes  every  page.  In 
the  case  of  a  favourite  writer,  Macaulay  frequently  corrects  the  erroiB 
of  the  press,  and  even  the  pimctuation,  as  minutely  as  if  he  were  pee- 
paring  the  book  for  another  edition.  He  read  Plautua,  Terence,  and 
Aristophanes  four  times  through  at  Calcutta;  and  Euripides  thrice. 
In  his  copy  of  Quintus  Calaber,  (a  versifier  who  is  less  unknown  by  the 
title  of  Quintus  Smymeeus,)  appear  the  entries 

"  September  22,  1835. 
Turned  over,  July  13,  1837." 

It  may  be  doubted  whether  the  Pandects  would  have  attained  the 
celebrity  which  they  enjoy,  if,  in  the  course  of  the  three  years  during 
which  Justinian^s  Law  Commission  was  at  work,  the  president  Tribonian 
had  read  Quintus  Smymaeus  twice,' 

The  Indian  Empire  is  a  subject  so  vast  and  so  profound, 
even  to  those  whose  lives  have  been  spent  in  its  service,  that  it 
is  not  too  much  to  ask  of  the  most  gifled  members  of  the  Indian 
Government  that  they  should  give  it  all  their  attention*  But 
though  Macaulay's  knowledge  of  India  was  superficial,  it  would 
be  unjust  to  suppose  thai  his  presence  in  the  Council  was  not 
of  great  value.  He  brought  to  Indian  Administration  an  in- 
telligence, admirably  stored  by  study  and  experience,  with  the 
most  enlightened  views  of  government ;  and  his  minutes  are 
models  of  good  judgment  and  practical  sagacity.  The  part  he 
took  in  India  was  essentially  the  application  of  sound  liberal 
principles  to  a  government  which  had  till  then  been  singnlarly 
jealous,  close,  and  repressive.     Thus  he  vindicated  with  the 

Seatest  energy  the  liberty  of  the  Indian  Press,  he  maintained 
e  equality  of  Europeans  and  natives  before  the  law,  and  he 
gave  an  impulse  to  the  work  of  education,  to  which  the  pro- 
digious progress  of  the  native  races  in  the  last  thirty  years, 
through  the  study  of  the  English  language,  is  mainly  attribut- 
able. His  greatest  legislative  work,  in  his  own  judgment,  was 
the  Drafl  of  a  Penal  Code — a  subject  which  required  less 
special  technical  knowledge  of  India  than  many  others — for 
the  rules  of  evidence  and  the  definitions  of  offences  might  be 
common  to  all  mankind.  But  twenty-two  years  elapsed  before 
this  code  was  promulgated.  It  was  revised  with  great  care 
and  labour  by  experienced  lawyers,  and  it  owes  a  good  deal 
to  other  hands,  more  especially  to  Sir  Barnes  Peacock,  by 
whom  it  was  at  last  brought  into  operation.  Mr.  TrevcJyan 
quotes  the  high  authority  of  Mr.  Fitzjames  Stephen  in  support 
of  the  fact  that  Macaulay  had,  somehow  or  other,  acquired  a 
very  considerable  knowledge  of  English  criminal  law,  however 
little  he  had  practised  it.     All  these  enlightened  measures  and 
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reforms  drew  down  on  him  a  torrent  of  abuse,  especially  from 
the  English  society  in  Calcutta  and  the  Mofussil^  to  which  he 
seems  to  have  been  entirely  indifferent.  And  as  he  strolled  up 
and  down  his  garden  at  early  dawn  or  in  the  full  splendour  of 
Indian  moonlight,  his  mind  became  gradually  more  and  more 
indifferent  to  politics.  What,  he  said,  is  the  fame  of  Towns- 
hend  to  that  of  Hume,  of  Lord  Norti  to  that  of  Gibbon,  of 
Lord  Chatham  to  that  of  Johnson? 

'  I  am  more  than  half  determined  to  abandon  politics,  and  to  give 
nyaelf  wholly  to  letters ;  to  undertake  some  great  historical  work  which 
may  be  at  once  the  business  and  the  amusement  of  my  life ;  and  to  leave 
the  pleasures  of  pestiferous  rooms,  sleepless  nights,  aching  heads,  and 
diseased  stomachs  to  Boebuck  and  to  Praed.' 

At  the  close  of  1837  Macaulay  embarked  with  his  sister  and 
her  husband  in  the  ^  Lord  Hungerford '  East  Indiaman  to 
return  to  England.  The  voyage  was  long  and  stormy,  Zachary 
Macaulay  died  in  May  1838,  before  his  children  reached  their 
native  shore.  The  first  business  which  awaited  the  returning 
legislator  was  a  literary  quarrel,  that  threatened  to  end  in  a 
duel.  Lord  Brougham  had  assumed  towards  Macaulay  an 
attitude  which  boded  no  good.  And,  above  all,  the  prospects 
of  the  political  party  with  which  Macaulay  was  so  closely  con- 
nected by  principle  and  by  regard  were  extremely  depressing. 
We  have  read  with  ciuriosity  and  interest  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Trevelyan  on  the  causes  which  led  to  the  fall  of  Lord  Mel- 
bourne's government,  differing  as  they  do  very  widely  from  the 
impressions  we  ourselves  retain  of  that  event.  But  whatever 
those  causes  were,  the  fact  is  certain  that  a  reaction  had  quickly 
succeeded  to  the  violent  emotions  of  the  Reform  agitation ;  that 
the  party  and  the  Parliament  which  had  carried  so  many  great 
measures,  was  soon  broken  up,  partly  by  the  secession  of  its 
more  conservative  members,  but  much  more  by  the  imprudent 
pressure  of  its  radical  adherents.  At  the  moment  of  Eng 
William's  death  the  Cabinet  was  on  the  verge  of  defeat.  It 
was  rescued  for  a  time  by  the  popularity  and  Whig  proclivities 
of  the  young  Queen.  But  we  regard  it  as  a  misfortune  to 
the  Whig  party  that  the  existence  of  the  Ministry  was  pro- 
longed after  it  had  lost  its  power ;  and  certainly  there  never 
was  a  moment  less  calculated  to  encourage  a  Whig  statesman 
to  resume  his  connexion  with  public  affairs. 

Macaulay  proceeded  to  make  a  tour  in  Italy  in  the  autumn 
following  his  return.  He  visited  that  country,  as  his  nephew 
justly  remarks,  with  the  eyes  of  an  historian,  but  he  had  a 
fiunt  appreciation  of  the  beauties  of  natural  scenery  and  still 
less  of  the  great  works  of  mediseval  art.     The  charm  of  those 
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portions  of  his  Italian  journals  which  are  given  to  the  reader 
consists  in  the  vast  array  of  historical  associations  which  ihose 
spots,  consecrated  by  the  heroism  of  ages,  awakened  in  his 
memory.  Apd  it  is  probable  that  he  here  first  conceived  the 
idea  of  those  Koman  ballads  which  he  afterwtltds  executed 
with  such  singular  felicity.*  A  proposal  from  Lord  Melbourne 
to  take  the  office  of  Judge  Advocate  followed  him  to  Florence 
in  November  1838,  but  the  offer  *  did  not  strike  hkn  «8  even 

*  tempting,'  and  was  declined. 

In  Rome  Macaulay  had  met  Mr.  Gladstcme^  then  the  rising 
hope  (rfthe  Tory  patty.  Oddly  enough  his  fii»t  tasfken  relanniig 
to  London 'was  to  read  and  review  Mr.  Gladstone's  Easily  on 
Church  and  State,  which  he  did  with  the  exclamation,*  *  The 
^  Lord  hath  delivered  him  into  our  hand ;'  and  certainly  never 
WES  a  crude  theoj?y  more  mercilessly  dem<^hed.  Mr»  Glftd-< 
stone  acted  on  the  principle  that  a  soft  answer  turneth  -away^ 
wrath,  for  he  addressed  his  critic  in  the  following  tenne  :— 

* "  I  have  been  favoured  with  a  copy  of  the  forthcJoming.number  of  ^ie 

*  Edinburgh  Review';  and  I  perhaps  too  much  presume  upon  the  bare 
acquaintance  with  you,  of  which  alone  I  can  boast,  in  thus  unceremo- 
niously assuming  you  to  be  the  author  of  the  article  entitled  '  Church 
and  State,'  and  in  offering  you  my  very  warm  and  cordial  thanks  for  the 
manner  in  which  you  have  treated  both  the  work,  and  the  author  on 
whom  you  deigned  to  bestow  your  attention.  In  whatever  you  write, 
you  can  hardly  hope  for  the  privilege  of  most  anonymous  productions, 
a  real  concealment ;  but,  if  it  had  been  possible  not  to  recognise  yon,  I 
should  have  questioned  your  authorship  in  this  particular  case,  because 
the  candour  and  singlemindedness  which  it  exhibits  are,  in  one  who  has 
long  been  connected  in  the  most  distinguished  manner  with  political 
party,  so  rare  as  to  be  almost  incredible.  ...  In  these  lacerating 
times  one  clings  to  everything  of  personal  kindness  in  the  past,  to 
husband  it  for  the  future ;  and,  if  you  will  allow  me,  I  shall  earnestly 
desire  to  carry  wiUji  me  such  a  recollection  of  your  mode  of  dealing 
with  a  subject  upon  Avhich  the  attainment  of  truth,  Ave  shall  agree,  so 

*  Some  of  these  Lays  must  already  have  been  composed  in  his  mind, 
for  he  says  :  *  I  then  Avent  towards  the  river,  to  the  spot  where  the  old 

*  Pons  Sublicius  stood  and  looked  about  to  see  how  my  Horatius  agreed 

*  with  the  topography.  Pretty  well ;  but  his  house  must  be  on  Mount 
*•  Palatinus,  for  he  never  could  «ee  Mount  Caelius  from  the  spot  where 
'  he  fought.'     This  evidently  refers  to  the  passage : 

'  But  he  saw  on  Palatinus 

7he  white  porch  of  his  home, 
And  he  spake  to  the  noble  river 

That  rolls  by  the  walls  of  Rome,' 

Yet  his  brother  Charles  seems  to  have  supposed  tliat  the  'Lays'  were 
composed  after  his  return  to  England. 
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natexial]  J"  depends  u^n  ^e  temper  in  which  the  search  for  it  is  insti- 
tated  and  conducted." 

'  How  much  .this  letter  pleased  Macaulay  is  indicated  by  the  fact  of 
his  having  kept  it  unburned ;  a  compliment  which,  except  in  this  single 
instance,  he  never  paid  to  any  of  his  correspondents.* 

The  elevation  of  Mr.  Abarcromby,  the  Speaker,  to  ihe 
Peerage,  in  May  1838,  left  a  seat  for  Edinburgh  vacant,  and 
the  Liberal'  constituency  of  our  ancient  city  willingly  aocej^ted 
MaciMilay  as  their  candidate.  He  conciliated  ^e  Radicals 
hy  adopting  the  Ballot,  but  in  all  other  respects  his  political 
creed  consisted  in  an  emj^tic  renewal. of  his  devoted  attaclb- 
meot  to  Whig  principles.  The  passage,  in' these  days,  it  may 
be  well  to  quote. 

*  "  I  look  with  pride,"  said  Macaulay,  "  On  all  that  the  Whigs  have 
dcme  for  the  cause  of  human  freedom  and  of  humito  happiness.     I  see 
them  :  now  hard  pressed^  struggling  with  diffioukies,  but  stiU  fighting 
the  good  £ght.     At  their  head  1  see  men  who  have  inherited  the  spirit 
and  the  virtues,  as  well  as  the  blood,  of  old  champions  and  martyrs  of 
freedom.     To  those  men  I  propose  to  attach  myselC .  While  one  shred 
of  the  old  banner  is  flying,  by  that  banner  wUl  I,  at  least,  be  found. 
Whether  in  or  out  of  Parliament — whether  speaking  with  that  authority 
which   must   always  belong  to  the  representative   of   this  great  and 
enlightened  commimity,  or  expressing  the  humble   sentiments  of  a 
private  citizen — 1  will  to  the   last  maintain  inviolate  my  fidelity  to 
principles  which,  though  they  may  be  borne  down  for  a  time  by  sense- 
leas  clamour,  are  yet  strong  with  the  strength^  and  immortal  with  the 
immortality,  of  truth ;  and  which,  however  they  may  be  misunderstood 
or  misrepresented  by  contemporaries,  will  assuredly  find  justice  from  a 
better  age." ' 

The  day  came,  even  in  Edinburgh,  when  the  enthusiasm 
excited  by  this  patriotic  language  was  forgotten;  but  the 
day  never  came  when  Macaulay  flinched  from  those  principles  ; 
and  the  day  will  never  come  when  those  who  follow,  at  how- 
ever great  a  distance,  in  his  footsteps,  will  forsake  them. 

It  was  not  long  before  Macaulay  was  called  upon  to  make  a 
considerable  sacrifice  to  his  sense  of  public  duty.  The  most 
cherished  desire  of  his  heart  bad  been  to  devote  himself,  on  his 
return  to  England,  to  some  great  literary  work,  for  in  his  eyes 
all  that  he  had  hitherto  achieved  was  desultory  and  ephemeral. 
He  applied  himself,  indeed,  with  fresh  energy  to  the  Review, 
and  it  was  at  this  time  that  the  splendid  articles  on  Clive  and 
Warren  Hastings  were  written,  to  be  followed  by  many  others. 
But  the  magnum  opus  he  had  in  view — the  work  which  was  to 
hand  down  his  name  to  posterity,  and  perhaps  be  read  and 
admired  at  the  distance  of  a  thousand  years,  was  his  English 
History.     The  plan  was  ali^eady  framed  in  his  mind,  though 
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in  Parliament  was  considerable,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion 
he  turned  the  opinion  of  the  House,  by  the  incomparable 
ingenuity  of  his  argument>3.  He  lost  his  seat  for  Edinburgh 
indeed,  but  that  was  the  result  of  a  proud  and  manly  adherence 
to  principle  and  to  his  determination  never  to  degrade  the 
character  of  a  representative.  Although  he  gradually  with- 
drew from  general  society,  and  was  bored  by  the  vacuity  of 
country  bouses  and  big  dinners,  he  clung  more  closely  to  the 
intercourse  of  his  relations  and  intimate  friends ;  and  mean- 
while the  History  steadily,  though  slowly,  advanced. 

It  is  this  period  of  Macaulay's  life  which  offers  the  greatest 
interest  to  those  of  the  present  generation  who  enjoyed  his 
society,  and  Mr.  Trevelyan  has  fortunately  preserved  to  us 
considerable  portions  of  his  daily  journal  at  this  time.  The 
events  recorded  are  indeed  slight  and  few,  but  the  picture  of 
that  animated  and  accomplished  company  of  kindred  minds  is 
full  of  brilliancy  and  truth.  It  was  an  age  of  social  break- 
fasts. Macaulay  himself  preferred  a  party  of  friends,  assem- 
bled at  a  breakfast  table  to  eat  muffins  and  broiled  salmon,  to 
any  other  mode  of  entertainment ;  and  if  he  did  not  set  the 
fashion,  he  certainly  adopted  it  with  great  cordiality  and  gave 
it  an  unusual  charm.  Hallam,  Sydney  Smith,  Lord  CarUsle, 
Lord  Stanhope,  M.  Van  de  Weyer,  Senior,  and  Bishop 
Wilberforce  shared  this  taste,  and  the  breakfasts  were  incessant 
at  their  respective  houses.  Bright  as  those  mornings  always 
were,  the  brightest  were  the  days  on  which  Macaulay  appeared, 
or  on  which  he  assembled  the  same  party  at  the  Albany  or 
on  Campden  Hill.  Kogers'  breakfasts  were  a  thing  apart,  for 
at  them  the  chief  object  of  the  host  seemed  to  be  to  exhibit 
himself  and  tell  his  own  stories  over  again,  with  the  well-known 
fall  of  the  lip  or  the  anticipated  tear.  But  Macaulay's  parties 
were  perfectly  natural  and  unaffected,  the  conversation  was 
spontaneous  and  unprepared ;  yet  involuntarily  the  circle  found 
itself  drawing  closer  round  the  magician's  chair : 

'  So  charming  left  his  voice  that  tbey  awhile 
Thought  him  still  speaking,  still  stood  fixed  to  hear.' 

Not  less  congenial  to  Macaulay  were  the  dinners  of  *  The 
Club ' — that  remarkable  society  founded  in  1764  by  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  and  Dr.  Johnson,  which  has  numbered  amongst  its 
members  the  best  talkers  of  a  century,  but  certainly  none  more 
brilliant  than  him  who  was  elected  on  March  19,  1839.  For 
twenty  years  Macaulay  constantly  attended  these  dinners, 
which  are  held  on  alternate  Tuesdays  during  the  Session.  He 
was  there  completely  in  his  element     Each  of  the  guests  was 
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ear  and  voice  to  the  others.  Lord  Carligle*8  Journal  has  pre- 
served a  few  shadowy  records  of  these  delightful  meetii^By  but, 
whatever  else  the  Club  may  have  retained,  the  spirit  of  fioewdl 
has  ceased  to  haunt  it  Mr.  Trevelyan  speaks  of  ^  The  Club' 
in  the  past  tense,  as  if  he  supposed  diat  ailber  the  dissolution  of 
so  brilliant  a  company,  nothmg  survived.  We  beg  to  assure 
him  that  he  is  mistaken.  ^  Esto  perpetua '  is  the  motto  of  the 
Club,  and  we  hope  that  the  time  will  never  arrive  when  "RngliiJi 
gentlemen  are  wanting  to  support  its  literary  and  social  tradi- 
tions. 

'  Whatever  &ult  might  be  found  with  Macaulay's  gestures  as  an 
oiatory  his  appearance  and  bearing  in  conversation  were  singulazhr 
effective.  Sitting  bolt  upright,  his  hands  resting  on  the  arms  of  ha 
chair  or  folded  over  the  handle  of  his  walking-stick ; — ^knitting  his 
great  eyebrows  if  the  subject  was  one  which  had  to  be  thought  out  as 
he  went  along,  or  brightening  from  the  forehead  downwards  whoa  t 
burst  of  humour  was  coming ; — ^his  massive  features  and  honest  glance 
suited  well  with  the  manly  sagacious  sentiments  which  he  set  forth  in 
his  pleasant  sonorous  voice,  and  in  his  racy  and  admirably  intelligible 
language.  To  get  at  his  meaning  people  had  never  the  need  to  think 
twice,  and  they  certainly  had  seldom  the  time.  And  with  all  his 
ardour,  and  with  all  his  strength  and  energy  of  conviction,  he  was  so 
truly  considerate  towards  oUiers,  so  delicately  courteous  with  the 
courtesy  which  is  of  the  essence  and  not  only  in  the  manner  !  How- 
ever eager  had  been  the  debate,  and  however  prolonged  the  sitting,  do 
one  in  the  company  ever  had  personal  reasons  for  wishing  a  word  d 
his  unsaid,  or  a  look  or  a  tone  recalled.  His  good  things  were  never 
long  in  the  making.  During  the  Caffre  war,  at  a  time  when  we  weie 
getting  rather  the  worst  of  it,  he  opened  the  street  door  for  a  walk 
down  Westboume  Terrace.  "  The  blacks  are  flying,"  said  his  com- 
panion. "  I  wish  they  were  in  South  Africa,"  was  the  instant  replj. 
His  quotations  were  always  ready,  and  never  off  the  mark.  He  was 
always  willing  to  accept  a  friendly  challenge  to  a  feat  of  memory.  One 
day,  in  the  Board-room  of  the  British  Museum,  Sir  David  Dundas 
saw  him  hand  to  Lord  Aberdeen  a  sheet  of  foolscap  covered  with 
"writing  arranged  in  three  parallel  coliunns  down  each  of  the  fbor 
pages.  This  document,  of  which  the  ink  was  still  wet,  proved  to  be  a 
full  list  of  the  Senior  Wranglers  at  Cambridge  with  their  dates  and 
colleges,  for  the  himdred  years  during  which  the  names  of  Senior  Wrang- 
lers had  been  recorded  in  the  University  Calendar.  On  another  occasion 
Sir  David  asked :  "  Macaulay,  do  you  know  your  Popes  ?  "  "  No," 
Was  the  answer ;  "  I  always  get  wrong  among  the  Innocents."  "  But 
can  you  say  your  Archbishops  of  Cwiterbiny  ?  "  "  Any  fool,*'  said 
Macaulay,  "  could  say  his  Archbishops  of  Canterbury  backwards :  " 
and  he  went  off  at  score,  drawing  breath  only  once  in  order  to  remark 
on  the  oddity  of  there  having  been  an  Archbishop  Sancrofi  and  an 
Archbishop  Bancroft,  until  Sir  David  stopped  him  at  Cianmer. 

*  Macaulay  was  proud  of  his  good  memory,  and  had  little  sjrmpathj 
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with  people  who  affected  to  have  a  bad  one.  In  a  note  on  the  maigin 
of  one  of  hia  books  he  reflects  upon  this  not  uncommon  form  of  s^f- 
depreciation :  ''  They  appear  to  reason  thus :  The  more  memory,  the 
lesfi  invention."  ' 

Xet  he  had  himself  remarked  on  another  occaaion  that  it  was 

dangerous  for  a  man  of  strong  memory  to  read  too  much, 

because  in  acquiring  an  amazmg  command  oyer  the  thoughts  of 

others^  he  might  dilute  the  power  of  original  thought  in  himself. 

That  Tvas  undoubtedly  to  some  extent  the  case  with  Macaulay. 

Every  incid^t  he  heard  of^  every  page  he  read,  assumed  in 

hia  mind  a  concrete,  objective,  spectral  form.     He  saw  them 

before  him :  but  his  genius  was  less  conversant  with  abstract 

truths  or  their  relations.     These  qualities  made  his  writings 

and  conversation  eminently  graphic,  clear,  and  attractive,  rather 

than  profoimd  studies  of  human  nature  or  of  the  causes  of  events. 

To  this  distinction  between  the  most  brilliant  modem  writer 

of  history  and  the  great  models  of  antiquity,  especially  Thucy- 

dides  and  Tacitus,  Macaulay  was  by  no  means  insensible :  it 

originates  in  a  different  orda*  of  mind  and  in  far  other  powers 

of  original  thought     The  historian  of  antiquity  to  whom  his 

writings  bear  the  nearest  resemblance  is  Livy. 

Macaulay  never  worked  at  anything  so  hard  as  he  laboured 
at  his  History.    His  method  of  composition  was  slow  and  toil- 
some ;  his  care  and  corrections,  both  as  to  matter  and  style, 
endless.     His  researches  to  ascertain  facts,  even  of  trifiing 
importance,  were  extraordinary.     Yet  the  bulk  of  the  materials 
he  used  were  derived  from  printed  sources — memoirs,  pamphlets, 
sermons,  ballads,  broadsheets,  parliamentary  joumds,  and  the 
statute  book.     He  seldom  attempted  to  dive  into  that  ocean  of 
manuscript  records,  which  threatens  to  bury  the  sources  of 
history  under  strata  of  rubbish ;  but  he  made  considerable  use 
of  the  Dutch  and  Spanish  despatches,  and  of  Narcissus  Lut- 
trell's  Diary,  then  unpublished.      He  was  also  aided  by  the 
previous  researches  of  Mackintosh.     The  work  of  preparing 
the  materials  of  history,  and  that  of  writing  actual  history, 
must  be  performed  by  two  distinct  classes  of  men.     All  ex- 
perience shows  how  impossible  it  is  to  attain  to  complete  and 
mdisputable  accuracy  even  in  the  narrative  of  an  ordinary  con- 
temporary event     With  every  fresh  witness,  with  everv  fresh 
piece  of  evidence,  the  diflSculty  increases.     We  speaK  witli 
confidence  of  the  history  of  the  ancients,  because  the  witnesses 
are  few  in  number:  but  the  more  we  know,  the  more  we 
doubt     Macaulav  labouired  with  an  honest  and  intense  desire 
to  be  trutUul  and  just,  though  he  wrote  under  the  influence  of 
strong  predilections ;  and  his  slips  of  memory  are  exceedingly 
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rare.  One  of  these  is  curious.  We  had  occasioii  in  reviewing 
the  first  Tolumes  of  his  History  to  point  out  that  he  was  mis- 
taken in  conferring  on  Schomberg,  who  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne,  a  grave  in  Westminster  Abbey.  It  now 
turns  out  from  a  journal  of  a  tour  in  Ireland,  made  for  the 
express  purpose  of  visiting  the  scenes  memorable  in  the  his- 
tory of  those  times,  that  Macaulay  actually  saw  the  tomb  of 
Schomberg  in  St.  Patrick's,  Dublin,  and  noted  Swift's  savage 
inscription  on  it.     This  must  have  escaped  his  recollection. 

Early  in  1849,  in  the  midst  of  events  which  convulsed  Europe 
with  new  revolutions,  this  great  history  of  an  old  and  triumpSn 
ant  revolution  was  given  to  the  world.  It  is  needless  to  say 
how  it  was  received — the  sale  of  edition  after  edition  was  rapid 
and  enormous.  '  It  was  read  with  enthusiasm  by  all  classes; 
for  if  it  contained  some  of  the  noblest  passages  of  historical 
composition  to  instruct  the  statesman  and  delight  the  scholar, 
it  was  amusing  enough  to  divert  the  firivolous,  and  clear  enough 
to  give  pleasure  and  knowledge  to  the  uneducated.  Whatever 
Macaulay's  hopes  of  success  or  consciousness  of  desert  may 
have  been,  the  results  exceeded  all  expectation.  In  one  in- 
stance alone  was  a  serious  attempt  made  to  depreciate  the 
merit  and  detract  from  the  influence  of  the  greatest  historical 
work  of  our  time.  A  contemporary  reviewer,  writing  with  the 
deliberation  and  judgment  required  on  such  an  occasion,  de- 
clared that 

*■  Mr.  Macaulay  was  a  grand  proficient  in  the  picturesque,  but  a  very 
poor  profesBor  of  the  historic.  These  volumes  have  been,  and  the 
future  volumes  as  they  may  appear  will  be,  devoiu^  with  the  same 
eagerness  that  '* Oliver  Twist,"  or  "Vanity  Fair"  excite,  with  the 
same  quality  of  zest,  though  perhaps  with  a  higher  degree  of  it :  bat 
his  pages  will  seldom^  we  thmk,  receive  a  second  phrasal  \  and  the 
work,  we  apprehend,  will  hardly  find  a  permanent  place  on  the  his- 
torical shelf,  nor  ever,  assuredly,  be  quoted  as  authority  on  any  ques- 
tion or  point  of  the  Histoiy  of  England.*  * 

Such  criticism  could  do  Macaulay  no  harm,  and  as  was  said 
at  the  time,  the  writer  of  the  article  in  attempting  murder  had 
committed  suicide.  But  in  his  private  journal,  the  historian 
made  the  following  remark. 

^  April  13. — To  the  British  Museum.  I  looked  over  the  Travels  of 
the  Duke  of  Tuscany,  and  found  the  passage  the  existence  of  which 
Croker  denies.  His  blimders  are  really  incredible.  The  article  has 
been  received  with  general  contempt.  Really  Croker  has  done  me  a 
great  service.  I  apprehended  a  strong  reaction,  the  natural  effect  of 
such  a  success ;  and,  if  hatred  had  left  him  £ree  to  use  his  very  slender 

•  Quarterly  Review,  March,  1849. 
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fiiculties  to  the  best  advantage,  he  might  have  injured  me  much.  He 
should  have  been  large  in  a^nowledgment ;  should  have  taken  a  mild 
and  expostulatory  tone ;  and  should  have  looked  out  for  real  blemishes, 
which,  as  I  too  well  Imow,  he  might  easily  have  found.  Instead  of 
that,  lie  has  written  with  such  rancour  as  to  make  everybody  sick.  I 
coald  almost  pity  him.  But  he  is  a  bad,  a  very  bad,  man :  a  scandal 
to  politics  and  to  letters.* 

From  that  day  to  this,  the  same  Journal  has  never  lost  an 
opportunity  of  launching  shafts  against  the  literary  reputation 
of  Lord  Macaulay.  Mr,  Croker  is  dead,  but  the  race  of 
Crokers  is  not  extinct,  nor  is  it  likely  to  expire  as  long  as  the 
principal  organ  of  the  Tory  party  sedulously  keeps  it  alive. 

It  is  certainly  not  a  matter  of  regret  that  Macaulay  was  re- 
lieved for  some  years  from  the  fatigue  of  Parliament.     In  1852, 
when  the  Whigs  returned  to  office,  he  refused  a  seat  in  the 
Cabinet ;  but  when  it  was  proposed  in  June  of  the  same  year 
to  put  him  in  nomination  for  Edinburgh,  the  compliment  of  a 
voluntary  amende  paid  by  so  great  a  constituency  was  not 
unwelcome  to  him.     His  own  bearing  was  high  and  r^id.     He 
bad  made  no  advance  and  no  concession.     But  Edinburgh,  to 
her  honour,  was  glad  to  take  him  back  on  his  own  terms.     Un- 
happily the  time  was  already  past  for  Macaulay  to  render  to  his 
constituents  or  his  country  any  important  political  services. 
Within  two  days  of  the  election   and  before  he  could  go 
down  to  Scotland,  on  July  15,  1852,  he  felt  suddenly  op- 
pressed with  an  exceeding  weakness  and  languor.     Dr.  Bright 
was    called  in  and  pronounced  that  he  was  suffering  from 
seriously  deranged  action  of  the  heart     From  that  moment 
the  exertions  of  public  life   became  extremely  painfrd  and 
onerous  to  him,  and  at  times  he  was  scarcely  able  to  write — 
as  he  himself  expressed  it,  he  had  aged  twenty  years  in  a  single 
week.     The  case  was  a  singular  one :    a  man   of  fifty-two, 
scarcely  past  the  prime  of  hfe,  of  temperate  habits,  given  to 
daily  exercise  and  regular  hours,  who  had  never  been  ill,  sud- 
denly found  his  powers  of  life  impaired,  and  felt  that,  although 
he  might  linger  for  some  years,  the  *  strict  arrest  of  the  fell 
'  Serjeant,  death '  was  on  him. 

* "  December  31, 1853. — Another  day  of  work  and  solitude.  I  enjoy 
this  invalid  life  extremely.  In  spite  of  my  gradually  sinking  health, 
this  has  been  a  happy  year.  My  strength  is  fiuling.  My  life  will  not, 
I  think,  be  long.  But  I  have  clear  Acuities,  warm  affections,  abundant 
sources  of  pleasure." 

^At  very  distant  intervals,  he  gives  expression,  in  two  or  three 
pathetic  sentences,  to  the  dejection  which  is  the  inevitable  attendant 
upon  the  most  depressing  of  all  ailments.  "  I  am  not  what  I  was,  and 
every  month  my  heart  tells  it  me  more  and  more  clearly.     I  am  a  little 
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lov ;  notfiom  apprehension ;  for  I  look  forward  to  the  inevitaUe  doee 
\vith  perfect  serenity :  but  from  regret  for  what  I  love.  I  sometimeB 
hardly  command  my  tears  when  I  think  how  soon  I  must  leave  them. 
I  feel  that  the  ftmd  of  life  is  nearly  spent."  * . 

Bis  temper  was  unruffled  by  the  thought  that  the  great 
work  he  had  commenced^  and  which  he  once  hoped  to  bring 
down  ^  to  a  period  of  living  memory/  must  remain  incomplete. 
Nothing  but  expressions  of  gratitude  ever  passed  his  lips,  for 
the  happiness  of  the  life  he  ha4  enjoyed.  Enough  for  him  to 
work  on  whilst  it  was  yet  day ;  and  to  persevere  with  unbroken 
industry,  good  humour,  and  benevolence  to  the  end.  Once  he 
spoke  in  Parliament  in  favour  of  retaining  the  Master  of  the 
Kolls  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  again  in  defence  of 
the  competitive  system  of  appointments  to  India ;  but  he  felt 
all  the  time  that  it  was  grievous  waste  of  strength,  with  the 
reign  of  Anne  still  unwritten,  for  him  to  consume  his  scanty 
stock  of  vigour  in  the  tedious  and  exhausting  effort  of  political 
debate. 

The  desire  of  literary  fame  was  certainly  one  of  Macaulay's 
strongest  passions.  To  be  ranked  with  those  great  writers  who 
had  shed  a  glory  and  a  joy  over  his  own  existence — to  be  read 
by  future  ages  and  distant  countries — to  be  incorporated 

^  With  that  dear  language  which  I  spake  like  thee,' — 

were  results  intensely  gratifying  to  his  imagination.  He  lived 
to  enjoy  these  as  fully  as  a  man  can  enjoy,  or  taste,  the  plea- 
sures of  posthumous  fame,  by  anticipated  distinction.  Yet  he 
was  not  prone  to  exaggerate  his  own  importance,  and  he  looked 
at  it,  willingly  enough,  from  the  comical  side.  Thus  he  writes  in 
March  1850:— 

'  At  last  I  have  attained  true  glory.  As  I  walked  through  Fleet 
Street  the  day  before  yesterday,  I  saw  a  copy  of  Hume  at  a  bookseller^s 
window  with  the  following  label :  "  Only  21.  25.  Hume's  History  of 
*'  England  in  eight  volumes,  highly  v^uable  as  an  introduction  to 
"  Macaulay,"  I  laughed  so  convulsively  that  the  other  people  who  were 
Ktaring  at  the  books  took  me  for  a  poor  demented  gentleman.  Alas  for 
poor  David  !  As  for  me,  only  one  height  of  renown  yet  remains  to  be 
attained.     I  am  not  yet  in  Madame  Tussaud's  waxwork.* 

'  I  have  seen  the  hippopotamus,  both  asleep  and  awake ;  and  I  can 
assure  you  that,  awake  or  asleep,  he  is  the  ugliest  of  the  works  of  €k>d. 
But  you  must  hear  of  my  triumphs.  Thackeray  swears  that  he  was 
eye-witness  and  ear-witness  of  the  proudest  event  of  my  Ufe.  Two 
damsels  were  just  about  to  pass  that  doorway  which  we,  on  Monday, 
in  vain  attempted  to  enter,  when  I  was  pointed  out  to  them.  '*  Mr. 
Macaulay  1 "  cried  the  lovely  pair.    ^*  Is  that  Hx.  Macaukj  ?    Nerer 
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mind  the  hippopotamuB."  And,  having  paid  a  ebilling  to  see  Behe- 
moth, they  left  him  in  the  very  moment  at  which  he  was  about  to 
display  himself  to  them,  in  order  to  see — ^but  spare  my  modesty.  I  can 
wi^  ioY  nothing  more  on  earth,  now  that  Madame  Tussand,  in  whose 
Pantheon  I  once  hoped  for  a  place,  is  dead.' 

Or,  to  quote  another  form  of  honour  paid  to  his  memory — 
that  perhaps  which  he  would  himself  most  highly  have  appre- 
ciated— amongst  the  national  relics  in  the  British  Museum  a 
few  lines  traced  by  his  hand  have  been  deemed  worthy  to  find 
a  place^  as  one  of  the  choicest  of  our  treasures. 

^  A  manuscript  page  of  his  History,  thickly  scored  with  dashes  and 
erasures, — it  is  the  passage  in  the  twenty-fifth  chapter  where  Sir  Hans 
Sloane  is  mentioned  as  "  the  founder  of  the  magnificent  museum  which 
"  is  one  of  the  glories  of  our  countiy," — ^is  preserved  at  that  museum 
in  a  cabinet,  which  may  truly  be  called  the  place  of  honour ;  within 
whose  narrow  limits  are  gathered  together  a  rare  collection  of  objects 
such  as  Englishmen  of  iJl  classes  and  parties  regard  with  a  common 
reverence  and  pride.     There  may  be  seen  Nelson's  hasty  sketch  of  the 
line  of  battle  at  the  Nile ;  and  the  sheet  of  paper  on  which  Wellington 
computed  the  strength  of  the  cavalry  regiments  that  were  to  fight  at 
Waterloo ;  and  the  note-book  of  Locke ;  and  the  autographs  of  Samuel 
Johnson's  Irene,  and  Ben  Jonson's  Masque  of  Queens ;  and  the  rough 
copy  of  the  translation  of  the  Diad,  written,  as  Pope  loved  to  write,  on 
the  margin  of  frayed  letters  and  the  backs  of  tattered  envelopes.     It  is 
pleasant  to  think  what  Macaulay's  feelings  would  have  been,  if,  when 
he  was  rhyming  and  castle-buil£ng  among  the  summer-houses  at  Barley 
Wood,  or  the  laurel- walks  at  Aspenden,  or  imder  the  limes  and  horse- 
chestnuts  in  the  Cambridge  Gardens,  he  could  have  been  assured  that 
the  day  would  come  when  he  should  be  invited  to  take  his  place  in  such 
a  noble  company.' 

But  indeed  no  form  of  himian  honour  and  reward  was  want- 
ing to  his  success.  The  Institute  of  France  conferred  on  him 
the  rank  of  an  Associate.  Oxford  made  him  a  Doctor  of  Laws. 
The  Town  Council  of  Cambridge  elected  him  in  1857  to  the 
High  Stewardship  of  the  Borough — an  honorary  office  which 
had  been  held  by  the  Protector  Somerset^  by  Bacon^  by  Oliver 
Cromwell^  and  by  Clarendon.  The  members  of  the  Prussian 
Order  of  Merit  elected  him  a  Knight.  And  soon  after  his 
health  compelled  him  to  retire  from  the  representation  of 
Edinburgh,  the  Queen  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  a  Peer  of 
England — the  first  example  of  a  peerage  bestowed  on  literary 
gemus^  for  at  the  time  it  was  granted  Macaulay  had  ceased  to 
be  a  politician.  It  was,  however,  not  unwelcome  to  him  that 
this  mark  of  the  Queen's  favour  was  conferred  by  the  hand 
of  Lord  Palmerston.  Though  Lord  Palmerston  was  certainly 
not  a  representative  of  Whig  opinions,  but  rather  of  the  liberal 
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side  of  Toryism^  his  high-spirit^  his  pluck,  and  vigour  in  acti<Hi 
had  always  exercised  a  powerful  attraction  over  the  mind  of 
Macaulay.  In  1852,  when  he  was  dismissed  from  the  Foreign 
OflSce,  Macaulay  wrote  in  his  Journal : — 

*  December  24. — ^Palmerston  is  out.  It  was  high  time ;  but  I  cannot 
help  being  sorry.  A  daring,  indefatigable,  high-spirited  man ;  but  too 
fond  of  conflict,  and  too  r^y  to  sacrifice  everything  to  victory  when 
once  he  was  in  the  ring.* 

In  fact  Macaulay  liked  Lord  Palmerston,  not  only  in  spite 
of  his  defects,  but  in  some  degree /or  his  defects,  which  warmed 
his  imaginjition.  It  was  therefore  with  peculiar  pleasure  that 
he  received  his  peerage  from  so  friendly  a  hand.  He  took  his 
seat  with  modest  pride  beside  the  representatives  of  the  historic 
families  of  England,  whose  forefathers  were  to  him  better  known 
than  his  own  contemporaries.  But  his  elevation  to  thepeerage 
produced  no  other  results.  He  never  spoke  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  for  though  he  had  once  prepared  an  answer  to  Lord 
Ellenborough  on  some  Indian  question,  the  opportunity  passed 
and  the  speech  was  not  delivered. 

Scarcely  any  portion  of  these  volumes  will  be  read  with 

freater  interest  than  the  record  of  the  years  (chiefly  under 
iacaulay's  own  hand),  which  were  spent  in  the  steady  prose- 
cution of  his  historical  labours.  Yet  there  are  no  events  to 
record — nothing  but  the  play  of  his  own  mind  and  fancy,  the 
pursuit  of  a  noble  object,  and  numberless  touches  of  humour, 
tenderness,  and  generosity,  which  endear  him  more  and  more 
to  us.  These  we  must  rapidly  pass  by :  but  the  success  of  the 
second  instalment  of  his  great  work  must  be  commemorated,  for  it 
was  the  most  extraordinary  occurrence  of  the  kind  not  only  in 
his  own  life,  but  in  all  literary  history. 

*  On  the  21st  of  November  1855,  he  writes :  "  I  looked  over  and 
<<  sent  off  the  last  twenty  pages.  My  work  is  done,  thank  God ;  and  now 
"  for  the  result.  On  the  whole,  I  think  that  it  cannot  be  very  unfevour- 
*'  able.  At  dinner  I  finished  Melpomene."  The  first  effect  upon 
Macaulay  of  having  completed  an  instalment  of  his  own  History  was 
now,  as  in  1848,  to  set  him  reading  Herodotus. 

^November  28. — ^Longman  came.  All  the  twenty-five  thousand 
copies  are  ordered.  Monday,  the  27th  of  December,  is  to  be  the  day ; 
but  on  the  evening  of  the  preceding  Saturday  those  booksellers  who 
take  more  than  a  thousand  are  to  have  their  books.  The  stock  lying 
at  the  bookbinders'  is  insured  for  ten  thousand  poimds.  The  whole 
weight  is  fifiy-six  tons.  It  seems  that  no  such  edition  %vas  ever  pub- 
lished of  any  work  of  the  same  bulk.  I  earnestly  hope  that  neither  age 
nor  riches  will  narrow  my  heart.' 

*  November  29. — I  was  again  confined  to  my  room  all  day,  and  again' 
dawdled  over  my  book.     I  wish  that  the  next  month  were  over.     lam 
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more  anxious  than  I  was  about  the  first  part,  for  then  I  had  no  highly 
raised  expectations  to  satisfy,  and  now  people  expect  so  much  that  the 
Seventh  Book  of  Thucydides  would  hardly  content  them.  On  the  other 
Iiand,  the  general  sterility,  the  miserably  enervated  state  of  literature, 
is  all  in  my  favour.  We  shall  see.  It  is  odd  that  I  should  care  so 
very  little  about  the  money,  though  it  is  full  as  much  as  I  made  by 
banishing  myself  for  four  and  a  half  of  the  best  years  of  my  life  to 
India.' 

*  On  the  last  day  of  February  1856,  Macaulay  writes  in  his  Journal : 
''  Longman  called.  It  is  necessary  to  re-print.  This  is  wonderful. 
*'  Twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred  copies  sold  in  ten  weeks !  I 
"  should  not  wonder  if  I  made  twenty  thousand  pounds  clear  this  year 
"  by  literature.  Pretty  well,  considering  that,  twenty  years  ago,  I  hud 
^' just  nothing  when  my  debts  were  paid ;  and  all  that  I  have,  with  the 
"  exception  of  a  small  part  lefi;  me  by  my  uncle  the  General,  has  been 
<<  made  by  myself,  and  made  easily  and  honestly,  by  pursuits  which 
'*  were  a  pleasure  to  me,  and  without  one  insinuation  from  any  slanderer 
^  that  I  was  not  even  liberal  in  all  my  pecuniary  dealings." ' 

^  *'  March  7.— Longman  came,  with  a  very  pleasant  announcement. 
He  and  his  partners  find  that  they  are  ovorfiowing  with  money,  and 
think  that  they  cannot  invest  it  better  than  by  advancing  to  me,  on  the 
usual  terms  of  course,  part  of  what  will  be  due  to  me  in  December. 
We  agreed  that  they  shall  pay  twenty  thousand  pounds  into  Williams's 
Bank  next  week.  Wliat  a  sum  to  be  gained  by  one  edition  of  a  book  ! 
I  may  say,  gained  in  one  day.  But  that  was  harvest- day.  The  work 
had  been  near  seven  years  in  hand.  I  went  to  Westboume  Terrace  by 
a  Paddington  omnibus,  and  passed  an  hour  there,  laughing  and  laughed 
at.  They  are  all  mudi  pleased.  They  have,  indeed,  as  much  reason 
to  be  pleased  as  I,  who  am  pleased  on  their  account  rather  than  on  vay 
own,  Uiough  I  am  glad  that  my  last  years  will  be  comfortable.  Com- 
fortable, however,  I  could  have  been  on  a  sixth  part  of  the  income 
which  I  shall  now  have." 

*  The  cheque  is  still  preserved  as  a  curiosity  among  the  archives  of 
Messrs.  Longman's  firm.' 

To  this  statement  Mr.  Trevelyan  adds  the  following  details, 
which  are  an  appropriate  answer  to  the  predictions  of  the 
*  Quarterly  Review :' 

*  Messrs.  Longiban's  books  show  that,  in  an  ordinanr  year,  when 
nothing  is  done  to  stimulate  the  public  appetite  by  novelty  of  form  or 
reduction  of  price,  their  stock  of  the  History  goes  out  of  their  hands  at 
the  rate  of  seventy  complete  copies  a  week.  But  a  computation  founded 
on  this  basis  would  give  a  very  inadequate  notion  of  the  extent  to  which 
Macaulay's  most  important  work  is  bought  and  read ;  for  no  account 
would  have  been  taken  of  the  years  in  which  large  masses  of  new  and 
cheap  editions  were  sold  off  in  the  course  of  a  few  months.  12,024 
copies  of  a  single  volume  of  the  History  were  put  into  circulation  in 
1858,  and  22,925  copies  of  a  single  volume  in  1864.  During  the  nine 
years  ending  with  the  25th  of  June  1857,  Messrs.  Longman  disposed  of 
30|478  copies  of  the  first  volume  of  the  History ;  50,788  copies  during 
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the  nine  years  ending  with  Jtme  1866  ;  and  52,392  cq>ie8  during  the 
nine  years  ending  with  June  1875.  Within  a  generation  of  ite  first 
appearance,  upwards  of  a  hundred  and  forty  thousand  copies  of  the 
History  will  have  been  printed  and  sold  in  the  United  Kingdom  alone.* 

Caring  little  for  money,  except  in  so  far  as  he  was  able  to 
make  a  liberal  and  generous  use  of  it,  Macaulay  enjoyed  the 
power  his  new  opulence  had  conferred  on  him.  Until  he  was 
fifty-two  years  of  age^  he  had  never  had  a  carriage  of  his  own, 
except  when  in  ofiBce ;  indeed  he  had  never  even  had  a  house. 
He  now  removed  from  the  Albany  to  an  agreeable  villa  on 
Campden  Hill,  with  a  gallery  to  the  south  and  a  garden — an 
abode  perfectly  suited  to  him:  and  he  continued,  with  in- 
creasing liberality,  to  assist  those  who  had  any  claims  on  him, 
and  a  great  many  of  those  who  had  not.  The  appeals  to  him 
from  distressed  literary  men  were  numberless,  but  he  never 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  them.  One  morning  a  gentleman  calls 
on  him  and  relates  his  embarrassments ;  he  was  a  Cambridge 
man  and  his  name  was  known  in  philology ;  Macaulay  is  mov^, 
and  without  even  ascertaining  his  identity,  gives  him  a  cheque 
for  a  hundred  pounds.  His  generosity,  when  his  heart  was 
touched,  and  his  heart  was  easily  touched,  was  really  un- 
bounded. 

Macaulay  lived  exactly  four  years  after  the  publication  of 
the  second  portion  of  his  History,  and  had  his  health  and  energy 
not  been  greatly  impaired,  that  time  would  have  sufi&ced  to  carry 
him  to  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Anne.  But  the  truth  is  that 
although  he  had  only  then  completed  his  fifty-fifth  year  he  was 
prematurely  old — as  old,  physically,  as  most  men  are  at  seventy. 
In  intellectual  power  and  in  the  gift  of  memory  he  suflTered  no 
decline.  It  is  a  subject  of  eternal  regret  that  he  should  not 
so  far  have  husbanded  or  applied  his  time  and  strength  as 
to  include  the  reign  of  Anne  in  his  History — that  rcagn  which 
has  been  so  often  attempted,  and  as  yet  so  inadequately 
described. 

*  Gradually  and  unwillingly  Macaulay  acquiesced  in  the  conviction 
that  he  must  submit  to  leave  untold  that  very  portion  of  English  history 
which  he  was  competent  to  treat  as  no  man  again  will  treat  it.  Others 
may  study  the  reign  of  Anne  with  a  more  minute  and  exchisive  exi- 
gence,— the  discovery  of  materials  hitherto  concealed  cannot  ^euI  firom 
time  to  time  to  throw  fresh  light  upon  transactions  so  extensive  and 
complicated  as  those  which  took  place  between  the  rupture  of  the 
Peace  of  Ryswick  and  ^e  accession  of  the  House  of  Brunswick  ;  bat 
it  may  safely  be  affirmed  that  few  or  none  of  Macaulay's  Baocessors 
will  be  imbued  like  him  with  the  enthusiasm  of  the  period.  There 
are  phases  of  literary  taste  which  pass  away,  never  to  recur;  and  the 
early  associations  of  future  men  of  letters  will  seldom  be  oomiected 
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with  tbe  Rape  of  die  Loi^  and  Hie  Eaay  on  Griticiam, — wMi 
^«::tator,  the  Gnardian,  ^e  Frediolder,  Uie  Menmira  of  Marl 
Scribleros,  and  the  History  of  John  BnlL  Bnt  Hacanlaj'B  j 
Tu  nouriahed  npon  Pope,  and  Bolingbroke,  and  Atteimiry, 
Defoe.  Everything  whicji  has  been  written  hj  them,  or  about  tJ 
mu  as  familur  to  him  as  the  Lady  of  the  Lake,  and  the  Biid 
Abydos,  were  to  the  geoeiacion  which  was  growing  np  when  L 
hart's  Life  of  Scott  and  Moore's  Life  of  Byron  were  making  their 
appearance  in  the  drcnlating  librariea.  He  had  Prior's  bnrte 
venes,  and  Arbnthnot's  paaqninadea,  as  completely  at  his  fingers*- 
as  a  clever  public-school  boy  of  fifty  years  ago  had  the  Rej< 
Addresaes,  or  th«  poetry  of  the  Anti- Jacobin.  He  knew  areiy  j 
pblet  which  had  been  pat  forth  by  Swif^  or  Steele,  or  Addiso 
well  as  Tories  of  1790  knew  their  Burke,  or  Radicals  of  1820  \ 
iheir  Cobbett.  There  were  tiiues  when  he  amused  himaelf  witl 
hope  that  he  might  even  yet  be  permitted  to  utilise  these  rast  stor 
information,  on  each  separate  fhigment  of  which  he  could  so  easily  la; 
hand.  His  diary  shows  him  to  have  spent  mote  than  one  sun 
afternoon  "  walking  in  the  portico,  and  reading  pamphlets  of  Q 
"  -^Jlne's  time."  Bnt  he  had  no  real  expectation  that  the  knowl 
which  he  thus  acquired  would  ever  be  turned  to  account.' 


In  truth  he  was  conecious  that,  with  no  acute  < 
with  little  actual  auffermg,  tlie  sand  of  life  was  well  i 
spent  in  the  hour-glase.  He  turned  with  deeper  aSectioi 
those  he  loved.  Hiti  tears  flowed  more  readily  at  any  paa 
of  his  favourite  authors  that  touched  his  sensibility,  or  at 
kind  and  generous  action  which  kindled  his  adiniration. 
use  Mr.  Trevelyan's  touching  language : — 

'  Of  the  feelings  which  he  entertained  towards  the  great  inin< 
bygone  ages  it  is  not  for  anyone  except  himself  to  ^icak.  He 
told  ua  how  hia  debt  to  ibem  was  incalculable;  how  they  guided 
to  truth ;  how  they  filled  his  mind  with  noble  and  graceful  ima 
how  they  stood  by  him  in  all  vicissitudes, — comforters  in  sor 
Dnrses  in  sicknese,  companions  in  solitude,  "  the  old  frioids  whc 
"  never  seen  with  new  faces;  who  are  the  same  in  wealth  aU' 
'■  poverty,  in  glory  and  in  obscurity."  Great  as  were  the  hosoura 
poaaenions  which  Uacaulay  acquired  by  his  peu,  all  who  knew 
were  well  aware  that  the  titles  and  rewards,  which  he  gained  b; 
own  works,  were  as  nothing  in  the  balance  as  compared  with  the  ] 
Bore  which  he  derived  from  the  works  of  others.  That  knowledgt 
largely  coDtributed  to  the  tenderness  with  which  he  has  been  treate 
writers  whose  views  on  books,  and  events,  and  politics  poet  and  pn 
differ  widely  from  his  own.  It  baa  been  well  said  that  even  the  i 
hostile  of  his  critics  cannot  help  being  "awed  and  touched  by  his  won 
"  fill  devotion  to  literature."  And,  while  his  ardent  and  sincere  p« 
for  letters  has  thus  Krved  as  a  protection  to  his  memory,  it  was 
wise  the  source  of  much  which  calls  for  admiration  in  his  character 
conduct.    The  confidence  with  which  he  could  rely  upon  intellei 
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pursoitB  for  occupation  and  amiifiement  assLated  him  not  a  little  to 
preserve  that  dignified  composure,  with  which  he  met  all  the  changes 
and  chances  of  his  public  career ;  and  tttat  spirit  of  cheerful  and 
patient  endurance,  which  sustained  him  through  years  of  broken  health 
and  enforced  seclusion/ 

There  are  people  who  conceive  themselves  to  be  fond  of 
reading  and  conversant  with  literature,  because  they  devour 
the  nerveless  publications  of  the  day,  and  exhaust  the 
circulatii]^  libraries.  They  forget,  or  they  do  not  know, 
that  the  broadest  and  richest  fields  of  literature  lie  in  more 
remote  regions.  Macaulay,  with  his  boundless  appetite  for 
books,  had  but  scant  indulgence  for  the  writers  oi  his  own 
time.  Measured  by  his  standard  they  appeared  to  him  para- 
doxical, fantastical,  and  even  contemptible.  He  rushed  past 
these  ephemeral  productions,  to  dwell  more  constantly  and 
more  frequently  with  the  imperishable  remains  of  former  ages. 
That  which  really  charmed  him  in  letters  was  not  their  novelty 
but  their  antiquity,  their  vitality,  their  duration.  His  bio- 
grapher admits,  apparently  with  regret,  that  writers  of  the 
stamp  of  Mr.  Buckle,  Mr.  Carlyle,  and  Mr.  Buskin  had  not 
the  power  to  command  his  attention.  Perhaps  if  thev  could 
have  come  down  to  him  with  the  authority  of  a  thousand  years, 
and  a  dead  language,  he  would  have  appreciated  them  more 
highly. 

The  gloom  of  the  winter  of  1859  was  heightened  to  him  by 
the  dread  of  an  approaching  separation  from  his  beloved 
sister  and  one  of  his  nieces,  who  were  to  join  Sir  Charles 
Trevelyan  at  Madras  in  February:  but  from  the  terrible 
pang  of  that  departure  he  was  mercifully  spared.  On  Christ- 
mas-day his  family  once  more  gathered  round  his  hearth — but 
he  talked  little  and  continually  fell  asleep.  On  the  morning 
of  December  28,  he  dictated  a'  letter  to  a  poor  curate, 
enclosing  a  cheque  for  twenty-five  pounds.  That  was  the 
last  time  he  signed  his  name.  That  same  evening,  sitting 
in  his  library,  with  a  book  before  him,  still  open  at  the  last- 
read  page,  he  ceased  to  breathe.  '  He  died  as  he  had  always 
^  wished  to  die ; — without  pdn ;  without  anv  formal  fare- 
'  well ;  preceding  to  the  grave  all  whom  ne  loved ;  and 
'  leaving  behind    him    a  great  and  honourable  name,    and 

*  the  memory  of  a  life  every  action  of  which  wfes  as  clear  and 

*  transparent  as  one  of  his  own  sentences.'  On  January  9, 
1860,  they  laid  him  in  Westminster  Abbey,  at  the  foot  of  the 
statue  of  Addison,  and  he  was  joined  to  that  illustrious 
company  of  scholars  and  statesmen  whom  it  had  been  the 
study  and  the  glory  of  his  life  to  emulate* 
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What  Lord  Macaulay  was  his  own  writmgs  and  these  volumes 
sufficiently  attest.  We  shall  not  attempt  to  retrace  the  outlines 
of  his  genius  and  his  character^  for  we  have  already  recorded 
in  these  pages  our  own  sense  of  his  greatness.*  His  extra- 
ordinary powers  of  intellect  and  memory  were  already  known  to 
the  world.  But  the  world  had  yet  to  learn  with  how  fine  a 
poetic  temperament  and  with  what  warmth  of  heart  these  gifts 
were  combmed. 

In  conclusion,  it  only  remains  to  us  to  acknowledge  the  skill 
and  candour  with  which  Mr.  Trevelyan  has  executed  a  very 
delicate  and  difficult  task.  So  much  of  the  life  of  his  illus- 
trious uncle  was  spent  within  the  sanctuary  of  domestic  life, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  make  it  entirely  known  to  posterity 
without  lifting  those  veils  of  privacy  which  are  commonly 
drawn  closer  by  the  ties  of  kindred  and  personal  affection. 
But  it  was  his  good  fortune  to  have  nothing  to  conceal,  and 
nothing  to  relate  that  was  not  amiable,  honourable,  and  true. 
Details,  sometimes  trivial  in  themselves,  add  to  the  reality  of 
the  picture,  and  we  do  not  doubt  that  these  volumes  will  be 
read  throughout  the  world  with  a  curiosity  and  an  interest, 
only  to  be  surpassed  by  the  success  of  Lord  Macaulay's  own 
writings. 


•  See  *  Ed.  Review,'  vol.  cxi.  p.  273. 


Nas.  CCXCIIL  and  CCXCIV.,  containing  the  General 
Index  from  Vols.  CXL  to  CXL,  inclusive^  Jan,  1860 
to  Oct.  1874,  will  be  published  on  the  27th  inst. 

No.  CCXCV.  mil  be  published  in  July. 
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quent travels,  469— politi^d  dinner  to  celebrate  the  birthday  of  Mr. 
Fox,  470 — ^violence  of  party  feeling,  470 — Mrs.  Fitzherbert  and  King 
George  IV.,  472 — account  of  a  miniature  of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  found 
on  the  King  after  his  decease,  473. 

Amperes,  the  Two,  review  of  books  treating  of,  74 — ^Andr^-Marie 
Ampere,  the  father ;  his  birth,  education,  and  early  manhood,  75 — 
his  marriage,  78 — death  of  his  wife,  80 — visits  Paris,  80 — unfortu- 
nate in  his  second  marriage,  81 — Birth  of  his  son,  Jean- Jacques,  82 
— his  school-days,  83 — turns  author,  85 — is  introduced  to  Madame 
B^camier,  86 — her  salon,  88 — Chateaubriand  and  Ballanche,  92— 
visits  Bonn,  94 — his  friendship  for  Alexis  de  Tocqueville,  94 — M. 
Mohl,  96 — failing  health  of  the  elder  Ampere,  96 — his  death,  97 
— his  character,  97 — ^literary  labours  of  his  son,  98 — ^visits  Egypt, 
98 — touching  fnendsliip  ot  Madame  E^camier,  Chateaubriand,  Bal- 
lanche, and  Jean-JacqiL>.s  Ampere,  99 — Madame  Cheuvreux,  101.* 

Army  Recruitment,  review  of  works  treating  of,  36 — ^many  elements 
comprehended  in  the  Army,  ^Q — the  officers  habitually  conservative, 
38 — Lord  Elcho,  41 — Mr.  Hardy,  43 — state  of  the  army  in  the  year 
1835,  43— in  1847,  45— in  1852,  46— increase  to  the  Army  and 
Militia  by  the  Volunteer  Association,  47 — ^War  estimates  for  the 
years  1875-76,  48 — three  points  essential  to  the  safety  and  welfare 
of  the  country : — (1)  the  means  of  making  ourselves  respected  on 
the  Continent,  50 — ^2)  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  system  of  re- 
serves, 51 — (3)  the  recruitment  of  the  Army,  51 — ^what  has  been 
done  by  the  Legislature  to  ensure  the  realisation  of  these  objects,  52 
— ^boy-recruits,  53 — bad  characters,  55 — deserters,  57  note — expense 
of  taldng  recruits  too  young,  59---discharge8,  59 — progress  of  the 
young  recruit,  63 — unsatisfactory  results  of  the  voluntary  system,  68 
— the  remedies  available  to  the  War  Office,  64— distinctions  between 
the  Army  proper  and  the  Militia,  65 — right  principles  of  recruit- 
ment, 67 — the  soldier's  emoluments,  71 — the  Reserves,  71. 

B 

Black,  Mr.  W.,  349.     See  Scotch  Novels. 
Burton,  Captain,  222.     See  Iceland, 

C 
Capponi,  Gino,  474.  See  Florence, 
Coiouhon,  Isaac,  review  of  Mr.  Mark  Pattison's  Life,  of  189«»the  bio- 
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graphy  more  literary  than  personal,  189 — interesting  contents  of 
Casanbon's  Diary,  190 — ^his  birth,  parentage,  and  early  studies,  192 
— his  marriage,  193 — death  of  his  father,  193 — his  second  wife,  194 
— ^his  library,  196 — becomes  security  for  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  197 — 
removes  to  Montpellier,  199 — his  daily  life  there,  200 — commences 
his  Commentary  on  Athenaeus,  201 — is  summoned  to  Paris  by 
Henry  IV.,  203 — takes  part  in  the  Confei-ence  of  Fontainebleau,  204 
— is  appointed  under-librarian  to  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  208 — 
friendship  between  him  and  Scaliger,  210 — rumours  of  his  *  waver- 
ing '  in  the  matter  of  religion,  211 — he  is  invited  to  England  by 
Archbishop  Bancroft,  212 — his  favourable  opinion  of  James  I.,  213 
—undertakes  the  '  Exercitationes  in  Baronium,'  214 — which  he 
rapidly  completes  and  presents  to  the  King,  215 — ^his  failing  health 
and  death,  216 — ^general  character  of  his  literary  labours,  218 — ^his 
mastery  of  the  Greek  language,  219 — summary  review  of  his  dog^matic 
position,  220. 

D 

Dalrymples.     See  Stair, 

F 

Florence,  the  Republic  of,  review  of  the  Marquis  Gino  Capponi's  His- 
tory of,  474 — ^the  author's  popularity,  474 — his  family  both  ancient 
and  noble,  475 — origin  of  his  History,  477 — his  account  of  Dante 
and  Petrarch,  479 — the  government  of  Florence  ultra-democratic, 
480 — the  Florentine  burgher,  481— the  foiu:  stages  of  Florentine 
History : — (1)  the  heroic  era,  484 — (2)  the  levelling  era,  490 — (3) 
the  reactionary  or  aristocratic  era,  497---{4)  the  Medicean  or  servile 
era,  503 — the  title  of  *  Father  of  his  Country  '  applied  to  Cosmo 
de^  Medici,  504 — Savonarola,  505 — the  Grand  Council,  506 — the 
siege  of  Florence,  507 — Machiavelli,  508 — conclusion,  509. 

G 
Oardiner,  Mr,  S.  i?.,  101.     See  James  I, 

I 
Iceland,  and  its  explorers,  review  of  works  treating  of,  222 — Sir  Henry 
Holland  and  Ebenezer  Henderson,  222 — Iceland  interesting  to  the 
natural  philosopher,  the  philologer,  and  the  student  of  literature,  223 
— the  vernacular  literature  of  Iceland  earlier,  fresher,  and  more  inte- 
resting than  that  of  any  Western  race,  224 — the  Njala,  the  real  epic 
of  the  Icelandic  race,  224 — large  Scandinavian  infbsion  in  the  Eng* 
lish  language,  224— the  Yatna  Jokull,  225 — Captain  Burton  and 
his  adventures : — ^his  voyage,  226 — coast  scenery,  227 — Reykjavik, 
228 — expenses  of  living  reasonable,  229 — increase  of  drunkenne^ 
230 — ^bad  sport  compared  with  that  found  by  visitors  fifteen  years 
before,  232 — takes  ship  to  Hamneijor8,  233 — the  Great  Geysir,  235 
— Krisuvik  and  its  sulphur  deposits,  236 — ascent  of  Hekla,   236 
— ^the   Thingvellir  and   the   Thingvalla    Lake,   237 — unsuccessful 
attempt  to  ascend  the  Vatna  Jokull,  238 — Big  Peter,  240 — ^Mr.  Lock, 
the  concessionist  of  the   M3rvatn  sulphur  mines,  241 — the   Vatna 
Jokull  vainly  assailed  again,  242 — Captain  Burton's  second  visit  to 
Iceland,  246. 
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J 

James  /.,  Reign  of,  review  of  Mr.  S.  R.  Gardiner^s  work  on,  101 — new 
light  thrown  upon  various  incidents  during  the  reigns  of  James  I. 
and  his  son  Charles  I.,  102 — the  author's  ^Engknd  under  Charles  I. 
and  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,'  102 — his  '  Prince  Charles  and  the 
Spanish  Marriage,'  102 — his  character  of  James  I.,  103 — ^high 
opinion  formed  of  him  by  a  writer  in  the  *  Quarterly  Review,*  104— 
refuted  by  Mr.  Gardiner's  history,  105 — his  impartiality,  109 — 
Selden,  Coke,  and  Cotton,  110 — Sandys,  Pym,  and  Eliot,  111 — the 
Divine  Right  of  Bishops  and  the  Divine  Right  of  Kings,  113 — Lord 
Bacon's  views  on  the  matter,  115 — the  Judges'  firm  resistance  to  the 
Court  of  High  Commission,  116— Selden's  *  History  of  Tithes,'  117 
— ^Montague's  answer  thereto,  1 19 — Charles  I's.  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings, 120— his  Declaration  of  1629,  121— the  High  Church  Party 
and  the  Calvinists,  122 — the  religious  question  the  chief  cause  of 
quarrel  between  Charles  and  the  Commons,  125 —  the  Petition  of 
Right,  in  1628,  and  the  line  of  argument  assumed  thereon  by  the 
author,  126 — meanings  of  the  words  Customs,  Subsidies,  Imposts, 
Tax,  126 — arguments  pro  and  contra  on  the  right  of  the  King  to 
levy  impositions,  130 — ^true  intent  of  the  Petition  of  Right,  137. 


Liiidiai/f  Mr,  W,  S.j  review  of  his  *  Merchant  Shipping  and  Ancient 
Commerce '  and  other  works,  420— qualifications  of  the  author,  421 
— ^his  researches,  and  strange  neglect  of  good  authorities,  421 — 
the  '  Black  Book  of  the  Admiralty,'  421 — the  navy  of  Pontifical 
Rome  in  the  Middle  Ages,  422— '  The  Laws  of  Oleron,'  423— 
the  ancient  and  mediceval  gaUey,  426— configurations  of  ships  on 
ancient  seals,  429 — ^mode  of  ancient  naval  warfare,  431 — Greek 
fire,  432— the  battle  off  Dover  in  1217,  434— the  battle  of  Sluvs  in 
1340,  434 — ^meaning  of  the  expression  '  dominion  of  the  sea,  435 
— the  Navigation  Act  of  1651,  436 — rival  claims  of  the  Portuguese 
and  Spaniards  as  to  the  right  to  the  Moluccas  or  ^  Islands  of  Spicery,' 
437 — difiiculties  of  early  navigation,  488 — the  invention  of  the 
compass,  440 — the  origin  of  technical  naval  expressions,  442 — 
superiority  of  English  sailors  compared  with  French  and  Spanish,  444 
— Hawkins  and  Drake,  446 — stringent  edicts  against  wrecking,  450 
—-the  Hanseatic  League,  452. 

M 

Macaulay^  Lord,  the  Life  and  Letters  of,  reviewed,  544 — parallel  and 
contrast  in  the  early  lives  of  Lord  Macaulay  and  Mr.  John  Stewart 
Mill,  544 — parentage  and  early  connexions  of  Lord  Macaulay,  546 — 
his  strong  attachment  for  Cambridge,  547 — his  fiiend  and  fellow- 
student,  Charles  Austin,  548 — Macaulay's  hatred  of  mathematics,  550 
— his  low  estimate  of  University  honours,  551 — his  universal  read- 
ing, 552— is  elected  Fellow  of  Trinity,  and  called  to  the  Bar,  552— 
his  contributions  to  'Knight's  Magazine,'  553«— Lord  Jefirey's 
admiration  of  his  literary  style  in  his  articles  for  this  Journal,  553-r- 
hifl  sisters  and  brothers,  555— complete  and  unbroken  union  between 
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him  and  his  sietcr  Hannah  More  (Lady  Treveljran,  mother  of  his 
biographer),  555 — he  is  noticed  by  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  who 
offers  him  the  borough  of  Gahie,  557 — excitement  of  the  House  at  his 
speech  on  the  Beform  Bill*  on  I^farch  2nd,  1881,558 — ^hia  new 
social  relations,  especially  with  Holland  House,  where  he  meets 
Talleyrand,  559 — ^his  description  of  the  host  and  hostess,  560 — aits 
for  Leeds,  and  is  appointed  to  the  Supreme  Council  at  Calcutta  as 
its  legislative  member,  562 — ^his  return  to  England,  565 — ^makes  a 
tour  in  Italy,  565 — letter  from  Mr.  Gladstone,  566— sits  for  Edin- 
burgh, 567 — ^begins  his  History  of  England,  568 — supports  Lord 
Palmerston,  568 — participates  in  social  breakftsts,  and  regulariy 
attends  the  dinners  at  *  The  Club,'  669 — ^his  strong  memory,  570— 
imfriendly  review  of  his  History  in  the  *  Quarterly  Review,'  572 — 
his  sudden  illness,  573 — ^immense  sale  of  his  History,  577 — ^his 
gradual  decline  and  death,  580. 

Mac  Donald,  Mr.  &.,  886.     See  Scotch  Novels. 

Mayo,  Earl  of^  review  of  Mr.  Hunter's  Life  of,  387 — his  character  as 
an  Indian  administrator,  388  et  seqq. — ^his  experience  in  the  Irish 
Secretariat,  388 — ^previous  Viceroys  of  India,  389 — ^proper  positioD 
and  functions  of  an  Indian  Viceroy,  393 — Lord  Lawrence's  view 
thereon,',895 — his  exertions  to  maintain  due  authority,  396 — ^imposing 
appearance  of  Lord  Mayo,  897 — ^he  adopts  the  policy  and  foreign 
administration  of  his  predecessor,  399 — ^his  reply  to  the  chi^s  of 
Rajpootana,  403 — the  subject  of  Indian  Finance,  404 — the  income- 
tax  and  the  salt  duties,  409 — his  reductions  in  the  military  expendi- 
ture, 410 — his  interest  in  agricultural  improvements,  412 — ^his  plans 
for  irrigation  and  railway  [extensions,  414 — ^his  method  of  finding 
ways  and  means  to  meet  local  requirements,  416. 

O 

Oltphantf  Mrs.^  323.     See  Scotch  Novels. 

R 

Railways — their  profits  and  losses,  review  of  works  treating  of,  352 — 
results  of  Watt's  discovery  of  the  mechanical  uses  and  appliances  of 
steam,  352 — more  e^ecially  as  regards  railways,  855 — speedy 
travelling,  356 — Captain  Tyler's  General  Report,  358 — passenger 
and  merchandise  traffic  on  our  railways,  358 — canal  and  coasting 
traffic,  361— carriage  of  minerals  on  railways,  861 — total  receipts 
from  the  working  of  railways  of  the  United  Kingdom,  862 — statisti- 
cal returns  as  to  passenger  traffic,  362 — weights  of  carriages,  865 — is 
the  mineral  traffic  a  loss  or  a  gain  ?  367 — relative  cost  of  fast  and 
slow  traffic,  371 — M.  de  Franqueville's  report  on  the  system  of  public 
works  in  England,  374 — relative  cost  of  locomotive  and  stationary 
power,  876---Stephenson  and  Brunei,  377 — the  rapid  increase  in 
weight  and  stoutness  of  engines,  carriages,  and  rails,  878— considera- 
tions offered  for  promoting  economy  and  ensuring  increased  profits, 
380 — ^the  French  railways,  883^KX)nclu8ion,  384. 

S 
Scotch  Novels,  recent,  review  of,  317 — the  Scotch  charaeter,  817 — Ae 
Waverley  Novels,  320— Sir  Walter  Scott,  320— Lockhart,  Wilson, 
and  Gait,  321 — Mrs.  OHphant  and  her  novels,  823  et  aeqq^ — ^her 
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*  Mm.  Margaret  Maitland,'  323— her  *  Merkland,'  and  *  Hany  Muir,' 
327— her  *  Katie  Stewart,'  380— her  ^Miniater's  Wife,'  381— her 
^  Valentine :  and  his  Brother,'  334 — Mr.  Geoi^e  Mac  Donald's  works, 
886  4t  M^g.— his  *  David  Klginbrod,'  336— his  « Alec  Forbes  of  How- 

•  glen,'  339— his  *  Robert  Falconer,'  344— his  *  Malcolm,'  347— Mr. 
"V^.  Black's  novels,  349  et  seqq, — his  *  Princess  of  Thnle,'  350 — his 
«  Daughter  of  Heth,'  350. 

Scotland,  secondary  education  in,  review  of  books  treating  of,  511 — 
Reports  of  the  Royal  Commissioners,  512 — *eang  schools,'  514— 
l>urgh  or  grammar  schools^  514 — schools  attached  to  monasteries,  515 
.'^-''-edttcational  condition  of  Scotland  at  the  Reformation,  517 — the 
Orammar  School  of  Perth,  518 — classics  not  sufficiently  studied 
thereat,  521 — the  Ayr  Academy,  523— the  University  of  Glasgow, 
525— the  Aberdeen  Grammar  School,  626 — the  Dick  Bequest,  528 
—poverty  of  the  secondary  schools,  532 — mode  of  obtaining  increased 
salaries  for  their  masters,  535 — 'wasted  endowments'  might  be  so 
applied,  538 — income  of  Heriot's  Hospital,  539 — Professor  Sellar's 
Address,  541 — suggestions  by  the  Rev.  John  Stark,  542. 

Stmr,  EarU  of,  review  of  Mr.  Mackay's  work  on,  and  other  works,  1 
— Mr.  Graham's  woric,  3 — Mr.  Story's,  3 — education  and  early 
career  of  the  first  Earl  of  Stair,  4 — signs  the  Declaration  in  1662, 
but  reflises  to  sign  the  Test  in  1681,  7 — ^his  dismissal  by  James  II. 
and  retirement  to  Holland,  8 — accompanies  the  Prince  of  Orange  to 
England  in  1688,  8— and  is  re-appointed  President  of  the  Court  of 
Seasion,  9— his  son.  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  10 — is  imprisoned  in  the 
castle  of  Edinburgh,  11*— is  made  Lord  Advocate,  12 — disgust  of 
the  Presbyterians  at  his  accession  to  office,  14 — important  s^ vices 
Tendered  by  him  to  William  III.  in  establishing  Presbyterianian  in 
Scotland,  16 — the  massacre  of  Glencoe,  20— how  far  Sir  John  Dal- 
rymple was  implicated  in  it,  21 — dismissed  from  office  by  the  King, 
24— -special  letters  of  remission,  24 — ^Lord  Macaulay's  view  of  his 
guilt,  25 — assists  in  the  Treaty  of  Union  of  England  and  Scotland 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  27 — Mr.  Mackay's  strictures  on  parts 
of  Lord  Macaulay's  history,  28 — the  Earl  of  Stair  as  an  author,  32 
— superior  to  his  son  in  legal  acquirements,  but  not  so  great  or  so 
remarkable  a  man,  33. 
Suez  CancU,  the,  review  of  books  treating  of,  250 — probable  motives 
leading  to  the  purchase  of  the  Khedive's  shares  therein,  251 — ^mode 
of  the  purchase,  251 — its  precipitancy,  253 — Parliament  should  have 
been  called  together,  253 — impolicy  of  Grovernment  holding  shares 
in  any  joint-stock  company  or  commercial  eilterprise,  especially  a 
foreign  one,  254 — signal  service  rendered  to  the  French  shareholders 
by  the  purchase,  256 — ^how  the  shares  therein  were  distributed  on 
July  1st,  1875,  257 — leading  features  in  the  original  Act  of  Conces- 
sion of  the  Suez  Canal,  258 — cost  of  its  construction  down  to  the 
end  of  1874,  259 — the  '  consolidation  of  interest,'  259  note — ruinous 
terms  enforced  on  the  Khedive,  260 — annual  charges  on  the  Com- 
pany for  1874,  261 — the  statutes  of  the  Company,  262 — as  to  the 
division  of  profits,  263— -as  to  the  management,  264 — amount  of 
shipping  using  the  Canal,  and  the  flags  xmder  which  they  sailed,  265 
no^tf— enormous  expense  of  keeping  the  Canal  in  a  working  state, 


